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GENERAL  EDITOR'S  PREFACE 


The  work  of  editing  the  present  volume  in  the  series  Fort  William- 
India  House  Correspondence  was  entrusted  to  Prof.  C.  S.  Srinivasachari  of 
the  Annamalai  University,  the  eminent  historian  who  later  became  Principal 
of  Pachaiyappa's  College  at  Kanchcepuram.  His  sad  demise  in  1951  prevented 
him  from  completing  the  work,  which  had  therefore  to  he  done  in  the  Depart- 
ment. The  volume  covers  the  letters  to  and  from  the  Court  of  Directors  in 
the  Public  Department  during  the  period  1764-66.  However,  a  few  relevant 
letters  from  and  to'  the  Governors  as  well  as  the  Select  Committee  at  Fort 
William  in  the  original  series  have  been  included  with  a  view  to  maintaining 
continuity. 

In  editing  the  text  all  available  copies  have  been  carefully  compared 
from  the  point  of  view  of  veracity  of  fact  and  accuracy  of  language,  and 
readings  which  seemed  more  suitable  have  been  chosen.  With  regard  to  the 
use  of  capital  letters  and  punctuation  the  text  has  been  modernised  to  a 
certain  extent  for  quick  and  easy  reading  ;  but  such  changes  have  been  reduced 
to  the  barest  minimum.  Superior  letters  have  been  brought  down  and  full 
stops  added  to  facilitate  printing.  Correct  readings  considered  essential  for 
the  elucidation  of  the  text  have  been  given  in  square  brackets. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Director  General  of  Archaeology,  Government 
of  India,  for  supplying  photographic  copies  of  illustrations  available  in  various 
institutions  and  to  the  trustees  of  the  Victoria  Memorial  Hall,  Calcutta,  the 
publishers  of  Bengal:  Past  and  Present,  the  Commonwealth  Relations  Office, 
London,  and  the  Government  of  Madras,  for  permission  to  utilise  the  paintings 
and  portraits  from  their  collections. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  staff  of  the  Publication  Branch  of  the  National 
Archives  of  India,  particularly  to  Miss  D.  G.  Keswani  and  Messrs  D.  L.  Kaka 
and  N.  H.  Kulkarnee,  who  have  spared  no  efforts  to  bring  out  the  volume 
in  its  present  form. 


National  Archives  of  India,  K.  D,  BHARGAVA 

New  Delhi,  Director  of  Archives, 

2  July  1962.  Government  of  India. 
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The  years  1764-66  covered  by  this  volume  of  correspondence  between 
the  Board  at  Fort  William  and  the  Court  of  Directors  in  London,  witnessed 
some  of  the  most  striking  events  in  the  history  of  the  British  empire  in  India. 
Published  for  the  first  time  in  extenso,  these  records  combine  the  most  signi- 
ficant information  with  faithful  pictures  of  the  greater  England  that  came  to 
birth  in  the  second  half  of  the  18th  century.  Olive's  victories  in  Bengal  had 
transformed  the  position  of  the  English  East  India  Company  in  India.  From 
a  mere  trading  body  it  had  acquired  the  status  of  a  polical  power,  responsible 
for  the  government  of  a  very  large  population  spread  over  an  immense  area, 
and  Indian  chiefs  vied  with  and  betrayed  one  another  in  order  to  ingratiate 
themselves  with  the  colossus  that  they  had  helped  to  create.  Gradually, 
through  diverse  experiments,  the  Company  built  up  its  political,  social  and 
economic  institutions.  The  power  of  the  Mughal  had  already  begun  to  totter, 
and  the  extent  of  the  imperial  authority  was  continuously  reduced  until  at 
length  it  prevailed  nowhere  except  in  Delhi  and  its  immediate  environment. 
The  sovereign  of  the  empire  whose  friendship  and  alliance  the  first  potentates 
of  Europe  had  courted  and  to  whom  they  had  sent  respectful  embassies, 
humbly  beseeching  his  protection  for  their  subjects  trading  in  his  dominions, 
was  now  a  mere  pageant  of  royalty.  The  Nawab  of  Bengal  was  a  pensioner 
of  state,  a  stipend  enjoying  figure-head  for  the  vise  of  the  servants  of  the  East 
India  Company. 

But  the  unstable  and  shifting  political  situation  that  had  ensued  as 
a  result  of  the  military  power  of  the  Company  and  the  talents  and  character 
of  Robert  Clive,  assumed  critical  proportions  when  the  control  passed  to 
weaker  hands.  The  appointment  of  Henry  Vansittart,  a  Madras  civilian  of 
14  years  standing,  irritated  the  members  of  the  Bengal  Council  who  consi- 
dered the  governorship  as  belonging  to  them  of  right.  They,  therefore,  set 
themselves  to  thwart  his  measures  at  a  time  when  exigencies  of  administration 
required  the  greatest  unanimity.  Grossly  neglecting  the  directives  of  the 
Governor  and  the  interests  of  the  Company,  they  devoted  all  their  energies 
to  enriching  themselves  at  the  expense  of  the  so-called  rulers  of  Bengal. 
Macaulay  has  described  the  miagovcrnmcnt  which  followed  the  departure 
of  Clive  in  1760:  uAt  every  one  of  these  revolutions  (change  of  Nawabs),  the 
new  prince  divided  among  his  foreign  masters  whatever  could  be  scraped 
together  from  the  treasury  of  his  fallen  predecessor.  The  immense  popula- 
tion of  his  dominions  was  given  up  as  a  prey  to  those  who  had  made  him  a 
sovereign,  and  who  could  unmake  him.  The  servants  of  the  Company 
obtained,  not  for  their  employers,  but  for  themselves,  a  monopoly  of  almost 
the  whole  internal  trade  .  .  .  Every  servant  of  a  British  factor  was  armed 
with  all  the  power  of  his  master,  and  his  master  was  armed  with  all  the  power 
of  the  Company.  Enormous  fortunes  were  thus  rapidly  accumulated  at 
Calcutta,  while  thirty  millions  of  human  beings  were  reduced  to  the  extre- 
mity of  wretchedness."1 

1  Critical  and  Historical  Essays  (1850),  p.  521. 
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The  Proprietors  of  the  Company  saw  with  dismay  their  dreams  of  pros- 
perity vanishing.  Fresh  military  victories  were  won  ;  at  Buxar  in  1764  the 
power  of  Nawab  Vazir  Shujaud-Daulah  of  Oudh  was  crushed  and  his  domi- 
nions were  partitioned.  But  the  proprietors  seemed  to  gain  no  new  dividends 
from  this  continuous  aggrandizement.  There  arose,  therefore,  a  demand 
for  the  reappointment  of  Clive  as  the  only  man  competent  to  cope  with  this 
situation.  This  volume  covers  Clivc's  second  administration  from  May  1765 
to  December  1766. 

Mir  Oaswi 

After  Plassey  Clive  installed  Mir  Jafar  as  Nawab,  but  on  the  plea  of 
alleged  maladministration  and  treachery  he  was  replaced  by  his  son-in-law 
Mir  Qasim.  The  new  Nawab,  who  was  ambitious  and  rather  hot-headed, 
was  not  slow  to  discover  that  the  abuses  of  which  his  predecessor  had  com- 
plained had  not  ceased  to  exist.  In  fact  there  could  be  no  stability  in  Bengal 
so  long  as  the  Nawab  considered  himself  as  an  independent  ruler  and  the 
English  claimed  privileges  wholly  inconsistent  with  such  sovereignty.  The 
exemption  from  duties  demanded  by  the  Company's  servants  for  their  private 
trade  and  the  insolence  of  their  giimashtas  and  other  Indian  agents  provided 
numerous  occasions  for  friction,  and  an  open  rupture  between  Mir  Qasim 
and  the  English  seemed  imminent  and  inevitable.  Complaints  and  counter- 
complaints  fast  multiplied.  The  Nawab  protested  that  "the  gomastahs  of  the 
English  gentlemen  have  set  up  the  trade  of  salt,  tobacco,  dried  fish,  timbers 
&c.  and  purchase  from  the  country  people  by  force  and  extortion,  and  arc 
continually  making  unjust  disputes  and  wrangling  with  my  officers,  so  that 
the  poor,  the  inhabitants,  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  my  country 
are  oppressed  and  both  you  and  myself  are  troubled  with  unjust  vexations.- 
The  Court  of  Directors  also  believed  that  Mir  Qasim  had  just  cause  for  com 
plaint:  ^the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  many  of  our  servan  s  ha^e" 
UBtmt  with  their  duty  to,  and  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  tL  " 

m  a  variety  of  instances,  which  too  glaringly  appear  upon  the  face 
said  ^regi^  particularly   with   respect   to   the  present   SM    of 
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the  inland  private  ttade  of  Ae  Eneh  V^n^  ^  ^  ab°lition  °f 
right  to  it  under  the  imp  rial  JS  but  las  S  *****  '1  '  ***  ^  M 
which  had  been  enjoyed  bv  thfr  surrender  an  advantage 
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provided.    Any  disputes  arising  out  of  this  arrangement  were  to  be  heard 
and  determined  by  the  Nawab's  officers. 

The  Court  of  Directors  appreciated  Vansittart's  good  Intentions  in  reach- 
ing this  agreement;1  but  of  greater  immediate  significance  was  the  opposi- 
tion and  hostility  of  the  Calcutta  Council.  Vansittart  in  concluding  the 
settlement  with  Mir  Qasim  had  not  taken  any  one  into  his  confidence  except 
the  young  Councillor  Warren  Hastings  who  had  accompanied  him  to 
Monghyr,  and  the  majority  viewed  it  with  rancour  and  hostility.  They 
rejected  the  Governor's  regulations  and  decided  that  although  the  English 
were  entitled  by  the  farman  to  trade  in  country  produce  duty-free,  the  Nawab 
could  be  allowed  a  2^  per  cent  duty  on  salt  only,  and  that  the  gumashtas  of 
the  English  would  not  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Nawab's  officials,  But 
in  the  meantime  Mir  Qasim,  without  waiting  for  general  orders  to  be  issued, 
had  divulged  the  plan  to  his  officers  who  started  tyrannizing  over  the  Com- 
pany's gumashtas.  The  Company's  servants,  on  the  other  hand,  resisted 
these  demands  for  payment  of  the  duties  fixed  by  Vansittart  unless  they  were 
instructed  by  the  Council  to  do  so  and  sought  to  protect  their  trade  even  by 
resorting  to  force.  The  Nawab,  finding  that  Vansittart's  orders  were  either 
evaded  or  disobeyed  and  that  his  representations  produced  no  effect,  became 
Indignant  and  impatient.  "If  the  English  gomashtahs  will  carry  on  their 
trade,  according  to  the  custom  practised  by  other  merchants,  it  is  well.  If 
not,  I  have  no  resource,  but  to  make  use,  as  you  do,  of  expressions  tending 
to  dissolve  our  friendship.  My  reputation  and  honour  are  dearer  to  me  than 
life.  If  you  are  inclined  to  let  friendship  subsist  between  us,  you  ought  to 
lay  aside  these  disturbances  and  altercations,  which  must  produce  a  rupture, 
and  if  you  are  inclined  to  break  with  me,  let  me  know  it  immediately,  that 
I  may  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  these  things,  for  I  can  bear  them  no 
longer."5  In  desperate  retaliation  he  resolved  to  abolish  all  duties  for  two 
years  on  all  goods  of  all  merchants,  insisted  on  the  removal  of  English  troops 
from  Patna  and  detained  six  boats  laden  with  muskets  for  that  place.  The 
Government  at  Fort  William  looked  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Nawab  as  an 
open  declaration  of  war,  and  Ellis,  the  Chief  of  Patna  factory,  brought  the 
question  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword  by  his  roughly  planned  and  ill- 
conducted  attack  on  Patna  on  25  June  1763.  Mir  Qasim  had  recently  taken 
great  pains,  in  view  of  such  a  contingency,  to  recruit  soldiers  and  discipline 
them  and  he  welcomed  Ellis's  attack.  "Exult  not  upon  the  success  which 
you  have  gained  merely  by  treachery  and  night  assaults. .  .  By  the  will  of  God, 
you  shall  see  in  what  manner  this  shall  be  revenged  and  retaliated/'6 

The  President  and  Council  decided  to  depose  Mir  Qasim  and  concluded 
a  treaty  with  Mir  Jafar  on  10  July  1763  reinstating  him  in  the  subahdari  of 
Bengal,  Bihar  and  Orissa.  The  Court  of  Directors  welcomed  this  decision.7 
War  was  declared  against  Mir  Qasim  and  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  vigour. 
Major  Adams  advanced  to  Murshiclabad  and  within  four  months  inflicted  on 
Mir  Qasim  a  series  of  defeats  at  Katwa,  Gheria,  Sooty  and  Udanala.  The 
hard-pressed  Nawab  fled  to  Patna  and  in  a  wanton  spirit  of  rage  and  revenge 

4  P.  8. 

5  Vansittart,  op.  cit.}  pp.  57-8. 
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put  to  death  all  his  English  prisoners,  including  Ellis,  his  inveterate  enemy. 
His  Indian  chieftains  refused  to  undertake  this  criminal  commission,  but  the 
notorious  European  adventurer  Walter  Relnhardt  (alias  Samru)  personally 
supervised  the  butchery.  But  Patna  was  captured  on  6  November  and 
Mir  Qasim  was  hunted  out  of  his  dominions.  On  5  December  he  crossed 
the  Karamnasa  and  sought  refuge  in  Oudh. 

Sh  ujatid-Daulah 

Shujaud-Daulah,  the  Nawab  Vazir  of  Oudh,  was  an  ambitious  ruler.  At 
this  time  neutrality  had  no  place  in  his  policy,  and  he  took  the  keenest 
interest  in  the  struggles  that  were  going  on  around  him.  The  Mughal 
Emperor  Shah  Alain,  after  an  unsuccessful  bid  to  recover  his  throne,  "had 
sought  the  Nawab  Vazir  s  support,  and  the  latter  decided  to  utilize  him  as  a 
tool  for  the  prosecution  of  his  own  designs.  Shah  Alam,  wrote  the  Calcutta 
Council,  "will  never  be  in  possession  of  his  capital  nor  of  any  real  authority. 
All  remittances  said  to  be  made  to  the  King  are  in  truth  so  much  money 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  Shuja  Dowla  to  be  employed  perhaps  against 
the  very  person  that  gave  it/'8 

Now  Mir  Qasim  had  come  to  Allahabad  with  the  remnant  of  his  defeated 
army.  Shaujaud-Daulah  had  no  hope  of  getting  Bihar  from  the  English.  He 
therefore  pledged  his  support  and  assistance  to  ""Mir  Qasim,  and  the  terms  of 
alliance  were  speedily  settled.  Thereupon  both  the  English  and  the  new  allies 
prepared  for  war. 

It  seemed,  however,  that  the  Company's  army  was  in  no  mood  for  battle 
Since  Plassey  military  service  in  Bengal  had  been  an  extremely  profitable  pro- 
position, and  a  spirit  of  insubordination  and  licentiousness  was  rampant. 
Indeed  early  in  1764  a  dangerous  mutiny  appeared  to  be  brewing.9  A  further 
disadvantage  was  the  apparent  want  of  energy  and  enterprise  manifested  bv 
the  new  commander,  Major  Carnac.  Rather  than  carry  the  war  into  Shuiaud- 
Daulah's  territory,  he  decided  to  await  an  attack.  This  policy,  though  later 
commended  by  the  Directors,"  was  acceptable  neither  to  the  army  nor  to  the 
Council  at  Calcutta-  and  against  his  will  Carnac  was  goaded  'to  advance. 
On  o  May  a  desultory  battle  with  no  consequence  was  fought  at  Panch-Pahari 
near  Patna.12  ^  The  army  was  anxious  to  pursue  Shujaud-Daulah  and  turn 
this  repulse  into  a>  complete  rout  but  was  restrained.  The  Nawab  Vazir 
salvaged  all  his  equipment  and  retreated  to  Buxar.  Thus  ended  a  barren 

by  no  positive  disast-  ***** 


Several  overtures  were  now  made  to  secure  an  accommodation,  though 
not  directly  by  Shujaud-Daulah  himself.  The  Emperor  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  mediate.  But  the  English  refused  to  negotiate  until  Mir  Qasim  and 
San,ru  were  surrendered  to  them.  But  Shujaud-Daulah  refused  to  had 
them  over  and  insisted  on  the  cession  of  Bihar  before  he  would  listen  to  any 
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terms  the  English  might  dictate.     So  both  sides  once  more  prepared  them- 
selves for  a  trial  of  strength. 

The   Board   at   Fort  William   was    informed   that   Shujaud-Daulah    was 
planning  to  invade  their  territories   and,  realising  that  his   enthusiasm   was 
born  of  Carnac's  timid  leadership  in  the  last  campaign,  transferred  the  com- 
mand to  Major  Munro.    Scarcely  had  Munro  joined  when  the  sepoy  batta- 
lions displayed  in  a  worse  form  those  signs  of  mutiny  which  had  been  earlier 
repressed  with  great  difficulty.    Munro  believed  that  the  situation  warranted 
summary  and  drastic  action.     He  pursued  and  arrested  all  the  sepoys  who 
had  marched  off  with  their  arms  demanding  increase  of  pay  and  prize  money, 
selected  about  thirty  of  the  leading  mutineers,  had  them  tried  by  the  field 
court-martial  and,  when  they  were  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  death,  had 
them  blown  off  from  guns.    This  ended  all  efforts  at  mutiny  and  desertion, 
and,  within  four  months  on  6  October,  Munro  felt  himself  strong  enough  to 
lead  his  troops  against  the  Nawab  Vazir  at  Buxar.     Jealousy  and  intrigue 
were  rife  in  the  rival  camp.    Shah  Alam,  who  brought  to  the  allied  cause 
little  more  than  the  halo  of  his  imperial  title,  was  no  better  than  a  prisoner, 
and  made  several  offers  to  come  to  terms  with  the  English.     Mir  Qasim  was 
in  an  even  worse  plight.    The  Nawab  Vazir  treated  him  with  marked  and 
studied  insolence  ;  he  was  robbed  and  confined  in  prison.     On  22  October, 
when   the   English   force   arrived   at   Buxar,    Shujaud-Daulah    released  him, 
provided  him  with  a  lame  elephant  and  dismissed  him.  But  a  man  of  courage 
and  some  military  skill,  there  was  no  reason  why  Shujaud-Daulah  should  not 
have  given  a  good  account  of  himself  against  Munro's  comparatively  small 
force.    Impatient  of  delay,  however,  he  resolved  to  attack  and  this  proved  his 
undoing.    The  action  began  at  9  o'clock  on  23  October  and  by  noon  all  was 
over.     The  allied  armies  were  routed  and  Shujaud-Daulah  abandoned  all  his 
stores    and    equipment.    A    fearful    scene    of    carnage    ensued.     In    the  last 
struggle  for  life  "so  many  perished  that  at  last  a  bridge,  three  hundred  yards 
long,  was  formed  of  their  bodies  over  which  the  survivors  escaped/'13 

The  Aftermath  of  Buxar 

At  Buxar  both  the  Nawab  Vazir  and  the  Company  were  playing  for  high 
stakes.  Shujaud-Daulah  risked  his  entire  dominion,  which  stretched  from 
Saharanpur  to  the  Karamnasa,  in  an  effort  to  snatch  the  fertile  provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bihar  and  Orissa.  For  the  English  defeat  would  have  meant  the 
end  of  their  rule  in  this  part  of  India  ;  as  it  was,  they  found  themselves  un- 
disputed masters  of  the  entire  country  up  to  Allahabad.  Buxar  completed  the 
process  begun  at  Plassey  seven  years  before.  The  English  were  now  one  of 
the  most  important  powers  in  India,  the  Nawab  Vazir  \s  power  was  completely 
reduced,  Mir  Qasim  ceased  to  be  a  political  force  and  Shah  Alam  had  sought 
the  Company's  protection. 

Paralysed  by  the  unexpected  defeat,  Shujaud-Daulah  was  anxious  to 
come  to  terms.  But  the  English  declared  the  surrender  of  Mir  Qasim  and 
Samru  to  be  an  indispensable  preliminary.14  The  Nawab  Vazir  still  had 
sufficient  sense  of  honour  to  look  on  such  a  surrender  of  those  who  had  sought 

13  Col.  G.  B.  Malleson,  Decisive  Battles  of  India  (1914),  pp.  204-5, 
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refuge  with  him  as  an  act  of  Infamy.13  Moreover,  Mir  Qasim  was  by  now 
beyond  Ms  reach.  This  luckless  person  had  managed  to  escape  on  the  lame 
elephant  and  after  an  unbroken  series  of  misfortunes  ended  his  days  in  ex- 
treme poverty  near  Delhi  in  1777.  1S  As  for  Sararu,  the  Nawab  Vazir  offered 
to  Invite  him  to  an  entertainment  and  to  have  him  assassinated  in  the 
presence  of  the  English.  This  certainly  was  a  less  honourable  alternative  to 
surrender,  and  the  English  indignantly  rejected  the  offer.  Instead  they 
agreed  not  to  insist  on  the  surrender  of  Mir  Qasim  and  Samru  provided 
Shujaud-Daulah  himself  punished  them  by  ordering  a  public  execution.17 
Samru,  however,  fearing  such  a  fate,  fled  while  it  was  yet  possible. 

Meantime  Shujaud-Daulah  retired  to  Allahabad,  sought  to  rally  his  forces 
and  beseeched  several  Influential  chieftains  for  help.  Munro,  expecting  a 
second  engagement,  broke  up  the  siege  of  Chunar  which  had  been  under- 
taken bv  a  detachment  under  Major  Pemble  and  took  up  new  positions  at 
Benares.  He  soon  however  quit  the  command  to  embark  for  Europe  and 
Major  Fletcher  temporarily  took  charge  in  January  1765.  Fletcher  laid  siege 
to  Allahabad  and  Chunar  and  captured  them  in  February.  Thus  all  strong- 
holds of  the  Nawab  Vazir  were  in  the  possession  of  the  English.  Tills  com- 
pletely damped  the  ardour  of  his  soldiers  and  subjects.  Many  of  the  troops 
deserted,  the  whole  country  submitted  without  any  further  attempt  at  resist- 
ance and  the  Nawab  Vazir  sought  refuge  among  the  Rohillas.  But  still 
undaunted  he  sought  new  alliances  and  in  the  company  of  Imadul-Mulk  the 
ex-Vazir  of  Farrukhabad  and  Malhar  Rao  Holkar  advanced  to  Kora.  Once 
more,  however,  on  3  May  1765,  the  Company's  forces  gained  the  day  and  the 
three  chiefs  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  Shujaud-Daulah  now  capitulated 
and  the  Council  at  Fort  William  was  not  disinclined  to  come  to  reasonable 
terms.  The  preliminaries  of  a  treaty  were  settled  but  ratification  was  post- 
poned pending  the  arrival  of  Clive.  On  3  May  1765  Clive  assumed  charge 
as  Governor  for  the  second  time  and  the  negotiations  were  finally  concluded 
In  the  form  of  a  treaty  at  Allahabad  on  16'  August  1765. 

JBy  this  treaty   of  Allahabad,   Shujaud-Daulah   was   given   back   all   his 
territories  with  the  exception  of  the  two  districts  of  Kora  and  Allahabad 
which  were  reserved  for  the  Emperor.     Give  justified  this  action  as  proceed- 
ing more  from  the  policy  of  not  extending  the  Company's  territorial  posses- 
sions than  from  the  generous  principle  of  attaching  Shah  Alam  for  ever  bv 
gratitude    to    the    Company's    interest.18    The    English    forces    were    to    be 
withdrawn  from  the  Vazir's  dominions,  but  a  defensive  alliance  was  to   be 
formed  between  the  Company,  and  the  Nawab  Vazir  and  the  Nawab  of  Bengal 
In  consideration  of  the  large  expenditure  incurred  by  the  Company  during 
the  war  Shujaud-Daulah  exempted  it  from  the  payment  of  duties  on  trade 
throughout  his  kingdom.    He  further  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Company  a  war 
indemnity  of  fifty  lakhs  of  rupees.    The  surrender  of  Mir  Qasim  and  Samru 
was  no  longer  in  his  power,  but  he  agreed  not  to  receive  them. 

The  ^eaty  of  1765  forms  a  landmark  in  the  history  of  Oudh.    It  closed 
a  prolonged  and  bloody  struggle  and  began  a  period  of  lasting  peace.    Though 
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Shujaucl-Daulah  was  formally  recognized  as  an  equal  power,  he  became  in 
fact  a  subordinate  and  protected  ally.  None  of  his  successors  dared  to  defy 
the  British  might  and  Oudh  remained  a  subservient  state  till  it  was  further 
emasculated  by  Lord  Wellcsley  in  1803  and  finally  extinguished  by  Lord 
Dalhousie  in  1856.  Give's  settlement,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  all  future 
relations  with  Oudh,  was  the  most  permanent  achievement  of  his  second 
administration. 

Mir  Jafar  and  the  Diwani 

In  July  1763,  as  we  have  seen,  the  Company  recalled  Mir  Jafar,  now  72 
years  of  age  and  scarcely  able  to  move,  from  his  retirement  and  restored 
him  to  the  masnad  of  Bengal.  In  return  Mir  Jafar  not  only  guaranteed  to 
the  Company  all  its  former  rights  and  privileges  but  also  conceded  exemption 
from  all  duties  except  the  21/,  per  cent  duty  on  salt  which  the  Company's  ser- 
vants voluntarily  agreed  to  pav,  and  promised  as  a  war  indemnity  thirty  lakhs 
of  rupees  to  the  Company  and  large  donations  to  the  army  and  navy,  and  resti  - 
tution  money  to  private  merchants.  The  last  stipulations  shocked  the  Directors 
who  condemned  their  servants'  unbounded  thirst  after  riches :  "Indeed  when 
we  consider  the  present  state  of  the  country  involved  for  years  past  in  continual 
wars,  and  drained  of  its  riches  and  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants,  it  is  impossible 
for  us  to  suppose  our  own  servants  capable  of  adding  so  greatly  to  its  miseries, 
by  compelling  or  even  persuading  tbe  Nabob  to  pay  such  exorbitant  sums 
of  money,  and  at  a  time  when  by  all  accounts  he  is  himself  in  the  greatest 
distress".19  Mir  Jafar,  restored  on  such  conditions,  was  naturally  at  the  mercy 
of  the  English.  He  was  brought  down  to  Calcutta  on  3  September  1764  and 
was  ordered  to  contribute  five  lakhs  of  rupees  per  month  so  long  as  the  Com- 
pany found  itself  at  war  with  Mir  Qasim  and  Sbujaucl-Daulah.  As  for  the 
Company's  servants,  they  demanded  for  themselves  at  first  twenty  lakhs,  then 
raised  the  demand  to  forty  lakhs,  and  finally  fixed  it  at  forty-eight  lakhs. 
"The  effrontery  exhibited  during  these  five  years  of  crime  makes  "one  blush 
for  the  honour  of  England."20 


On  the  death  of  Mir  Jafar  in  February  1765  the  question  of  appointing 
his  successor  arose.  Such  selections  of  the  rulers  of  Bengal  formed  one  of 
the  most  lucrative  occupations  of  the  Board  at  Fort  William.  In  return  for 
the  payment  of  twelve  lakhs  of  rupees  by  way  of  presents  and  the  exemption 
of  the  inland  trade  from  all  duties  the  Governor  Spencer  and  his  Council 
enthroned  Mir  Jafar's  eldest  son,  Najmud-Daulah. 

But  other  changes  followed  the  victory  at  Buxar  and  the  arrival  of 
Clive.  Immediately  after  the  battle  the  Emperor  Shah  Alam  commenced 
negotiations  with  the  English  and  the  Calcutta  Council  transferred  to  him 
Shujaud-Daulah's  kingdom  provided  he  conferred  on  the  Company  the 
zamindari  of  Ghazipur  and  Benares  with  the  same  rights  and  in  as  full  a 
manner  as  it  had  been  held  by  Shuiaud-Daulah  and  met  all  the  expenses 
of  the  war  from  the  time  of  his  joining  the  English.21  But  Clive,  soon 
after  taking  charge,  unceremoniously  discarded  the  settlement.  Instead  he 
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compelled  Shah  Alam,  in  return  for  the  two  districts  of  Allahabad  and  Kora 
and  the  payment  of  an  annual  sum  of  twenty-six  lakhs  of  rupees  for  his 
expenses  and  the  support  of  his  dignity,  to  confer  the  Diwani  of  Bengal,  Bihar 
and  Orissa  on  the  Company  and  to  confirm  the  grants  of  lands  to  the  Com- 
pany and  of  a  jagir  to  himself  by  the  former  Nawab s. 

The  Diwani  connoted  the  superintendence  of  the  lands  and  revenue  collec- 
tions and  he  who  held  this  office  was  second  only  to  the  Nawab  Vazir  in  the 
administration  of  the  Mughal  Empire.  The  Diwati  was  appointed  by  the 
Emperor  and  was  wholly  independent  of  the  Nazim  or  Nawab  who  had  no 
legal  right  to  interfere  in  the  management  of  the  revenues.  The  Select  Com- 
mittee explained  to  the  Court  of  Directors  that  the  Diwani  involved  the 
collection  of  all  the  revenues  and,  after  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  army 
and  allowing  sufficient  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Nizamat,  the  remittance 
of  the  remainder  to  the  Emperor.22 

It  was  in  1758,  when  the  reputation  of  the  Company  stood  high  among 
the  country  powers,  that  the  Mughal  Emperor  first  offered  to  vest  them  with 
the  responsibility  of  collecting  the  revenues  of  the  sitbah  of  Bengal,  amounting 
to  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  lakhs.    ''Such  a  dignity"  wrote  the  Fort  William 
authorities  to  the  Directors,  "annexed  to  your  Presidency  would  give  extra- 
ordinary weight  to  the  Company  in  the 'Empire  which  nothing  could  be 
able^  to  remove  ;  however  though  repeated  proposals  have  been  rnade  to  the 
President  yet  at  this  critical  conjunction  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of 
evading  them.  .  ."as    Shah  Alam  repeated  his  offer  of  the  Diwani  in   1761 
and  1763  but  the  Company,  fearing  the  ill-will  of  the  Nawab  and  the  other 
European  powers  in  Bengal,  declined.    The  Court  of  Directors  expressed  their 
approval24    But   in    1765   circumstances   had   greatly    changed.    The    entire 
control  of  the  provinces  had  devolved  upon  the  British  and  the  office  of  the 
Diwani  ^  seemed  to  offer  a  perennial  source  of  revenue.     Clive  also  believed 
that  this  open  acceptance  of  responsibility  would  rid  the  Company's  Govern- 
ment of  corruption  and  place  the  administration  on  a  stable  footing  ->     As 
for  the  extension  of  the  scope  of  the  Company's  authority,  Clive  was  realistic 
enough  to  see  that  it  was  inevitable.    "Assure  yourself  that  the  Company  muse 
either  be  what  they  are  or  be  annihilated/'26 '  Clive  also  believed  that 'as  the 
Diwam  m  theory  conferred  no  sovereign  authority  foreign  governments  would 
and  could  take  no  umbrage.    But  whatever  the  legaf  position,  the  fact  re- 
mained that  the  farman  of  August  1765  placed  the  seal  on  British  supremacy 
m  Bengal  and  for  the  first  time  gave  a  body  of  traders  the  legal  status  of  a 
oo^er  m  TnH,a     Burke  truly  remarked  when  he  heard  of  this   transaction 
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authority  in  Bengal  and  was  giving  away  what  was  not  really  his  to  give, 
some  value  attached  to  the  imperial  farm  an.  And  the  Directors,  now  willing 
to  exercise  power  and  dominion,  approved  of  Clive's  settlement  and  accepted 
the  Diwani :  "when  we  consider  that  the  barrier  of  the  country  government 

J       O 

was  entirely  broke  down  and  every  Englishman  throughout  the  country  armed 
with  an  authority  that  owned  no  superior  and  exercising  his  power  to  the 
oppression  of  the  helpless  natives  who  knew  not  whom  to  obey,  at  such  a 
crisis  we  cannot  hesitate  to  approve  your  obtaining  the  Dewannec  for  the 
Company."28 

The  functions  of  the  Diwani  were  exercised  on  behalf  of  the  Company 
by  their  Resident  at  Murshidabad  Darbar  who  acted  as  the  collector  of  the 
King's  revenues,  under  the  inspection  and  control  of  the  Select  Committee  at 
Fort  William.  The  Nawab  Nazim  consented  to  accept  Rs.  5,386,131-9-0  every 
year  as  an  adequate  allowance  for  the  support  of  the  Nizamat  ;2*  but  the 
Directors  insisted  that  the  Company's  authority  should  extend  to  nothing 
beyond  the  superintendence  of  the  revenue  collections  and  the  receipt  of  the 
Nawab's  payments.  "The  administration  of  justice,  the  appointment  to 
offices,  zemindarries,  in  short,  whatever  comes  under  the  denomination  of 
civil  administration,  we  understand,  is  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Nabob 
or  his  ministers".30  It  was  also  not  thought  prudent,  either  by  the  Council 
at  Fort  William  or  by  the  Directors,  to  vest  the  immediate  management  of 
the  revenues  in  English  hands.  This  had  been  tried  in  the  provinces  ceded 
by  Mir  Qasim  but  the  experiment  had  proved  a  failure.  European  collectors 
had  little  knowledge  of  the  country  and  its  civil  institutions  and  their  ap- 
pointment only  served  to  rouse  jealousy  among  Indian  and  European  powers  ; 
so  Clive  recommended  the  exclusive  employment  of  Indians  as  both  most 
convenient  and  least  invidious.  Muhammad  Riza  Khan  was  appointed  Naib 
Diwan  in  1765  and  served  in  this  capacity  for  seven  years.  He  was  already 
the  Naib  Nazim,  and  lest  he  should  abuse  this  concentration  of  powers,  he  was 
advised  to  relinquish  the  charge  of  the  Nazim  and  was  associated  in  the  work 
of  the  Diwani  with  Raja  Durlabhram  and  the  banker  Khushal  Chand  Jagat 
Seth,  while  the  Resident  at  Murshidabad  was  instructed  to  exercise  a  vigilant 
supervision. 

How  did  this  system  operate?  At  the  outset  it  should  be  noticed  that 
to  the  Company  it  proved  most  remunerative.  In  1765  Sykcs  estimated  the 
revenues  of  Bengal  at  over  30  million  rupees  and  believed  that  the  whole  could 
be  collected  without  resort  to  methods  of  oppression.  Clivc  too  arrived  at  a 
figure  of  nearly  250  lakhs  of  sikka  rupees,  and  as  the  expenses  and  other 
commitments  would  not  amount  in  time  of  peace  to  more  than  128  lakhs, 
he  expected  a  clear  gain  to  the  Company  of  122  lakhs  or  £1 ,650,900. 31  In 
November  1765  he  reported  that  the  revenues  were  flowing  in  so  fast  that 
although  a  sum  of  £300,000  was  being  sent  to  China,  the  Company  would  be 
under  no  necessity  of  seeking  financial  assistance  from  England.32  None  of 
this  surplus  was  spent  in  Bengal,  the  whole  being  despatched  to  England. 
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The  entire  country  was  regarded  as  an  estate  and  a  source  of  profit,  to  the 
Indh  Company.  A  Statement  of  revenues  and  expenses  of  Bengal  in 
first  rix  ve£?3ter  the  *rant  of  the  Diwani  reveals  that  nearly  one-third 
l  ne'nW  Avenues  of  Bengal  was  remitted  to  England."  In  addition 
as  the  payment  by  Indian  rulers  for  military  services  donations  to 
h  army,  compensation  to  individuals  and  the  savings  of  the  Company  s 
servants.'  Private  fortunes  were  remitted  by  bills  on  the  English  and  foreign 
companies.  This  method  of  transferring  wealth  to  England  led  to  an 
enormous  Increase  of  exports  over  imports.  Verelst  ha^compmcc  1*0  fibres 
for  1766-68  as:  imports  of  bullion  by  European  companics-£624,375  expotts 
of  commodities  and  bullion-£6,3  1  1,250.  There  was  also  the  export  of  bullion 
In  considerable  quantity  to  British  settlements  in  China  and  elsewhere. 
Durin°-  the  years  1757-66  this  drain  amounted  to  over  8  million  pounds 
sterlinl34  The  loss  of  bullion,  particularly  of  silver,  led  to  an  alarming 
scarcity  of  coin.35  But  the  Directors,  apparently  believing  that  the  riches  of 
Bengal  were  limitless,  paid  no  heed,  and  this  _  naturally  impoverished  the 
province  and  brought  it  almost  to  the  brink  of  disaster. 

Administratively  the  dual  system  resulted  in  the  total  Instability  of  the 

Nawab's  Government.    The  collectors  of  revenue  were  responsible  not  to  him 

but  to  the  Company,  and  the  army  too  was  under  them  m  their  capacity 

as   the   authorities   responsible   for    the   defence    of   the    provinces.     So    the 

Ni*amat   deprived  of  soldiery,  lacked  the  necessary  sanctions  to  enforce  its 

criminal  'jurisdiction.    On  the  other  hand,  the  Company  refused  to  accept 

responsibility  not  only  for  the  criminal  jurisdiction  but  even  for  the  conduct 

of  the  civil  courts  which  till  then  had  been  generally  accepted  as  part  of  the 

Diwani**    The  dual  system  in  fact  came  to  mean  in  practice  the  abandon- 

ment of  all  control  of  the  machinery  of  government.     A  whole  horde  of! 

zamindars,  amik,  qanungos,  mutasaddis  and  other  minor  officials  were  let- 

loose  to  raise  what  they  pleased  from  the  cultivators   and  traders.    If  the 

victims  appealed  to  the'Nawab,  he  had  no  officers  through  whom  he  could 

enforce  justice  ;  if  the  complaints  were  referred  to  the  Company's  Resident 

at  Murshidabad,  he  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  how  far  they  were  genuine. 

All  told,  Richard  Becher,  Resident  at  the  Barbar,  had  much  cause  for  believ- 

ing that  within  four  years  of  the  grant  of  the  Dwani,  "this  fine  Country, 

which  flourished  under  the  most  despotic  and  arbitrary  Government,  is  verging 

towards  it's  Ruin  while  the  English  have  really  so  great  a  share  in  the  Ad- 

ministration."37   But    Clive    still    refused    to    associate    responsibility    with 

authority,  and  felt  it  very  necessary  to  preserve  "the  present  appearance  of 

the  Nawab's  power." 

dive's  Jagir 

Cognate  with  the  grant  of  the  Diwani  was  the  question  of  Clivc's  jagir 
which  in  the  years  1764-66  aroused  a  great  deal  of  controversy  both  in  England 

"See  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  by  the  House   of 
Commons,  1773. 
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and  in  India,  In  1758  the  Nawab,  Mir  Jafar,  in  appreciation  of  Olive's  great 
services  in  suppressing  the  refractory  nobles  and  protecting  the  Nawab  from 
the  invasion  of  the  Shahzada,  conferred  on  him  as  a  jagir  the  quit  rent, 
variously  computed  between  twenty-seven  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
of  the  lands  south  of  Calcutta  which  had  been  ceded  to  the  Company.  This 
grant  was  made  ostensibly  for  the  support  of  the  Omrah  of  the  Empire  which 
title  the  Nawab  had  secured  for  Clivc  from  the  Emperor.38  Clive  had  been 
very  anxious  to  secure  this  jagir.  When  in  April  1753  the  envoys  from  Delhi 
brought  the  patent  conferring  on  him  the  command  of  six  thousand  horse, 
Clive  refused  to  pay  the  enormous  fees  demanded  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
not  yet  received  the  jagir  customarily  attached  to  the  office.  In  January  1759 
he  requested  the  Seths  to  remind  the  Nawab  of  the  fact  that  Clive  should 
receive  a  jagir  equal  to  his  rank.39 

Mir  Jafar  could  hardly  reject  Clive's  demand.  The  conferment  of  the 
jagir,  however,  placed  Clive  in  the  singular  position  of  being  the  feudal 
superior  of  his  own  masters.  The  Company  became  the  tenant  of  its  servant. 
But  at  the  time  the  Court  of  Directors  raised  no  objection.  They  sanctioned 
the  transaction  in  the  belief  that  wrhen  an  opportune  moment  came  it  would 
be  easier  and  simpler  to  cease  payment  of  rent  to  Clive  or  his  successor  rather 
than  to  the  Nawab  of  Bengal.  But  clearly  the  whole  arrangement  was  open 
to  many  objections.  Clivc  had  accepted  an  enormous  present  from  foreign 
rulers  without  the  express  permission  of  his  own  Government,  and  thereby 
attained  a  status  which  rendered  the  Company's  position  anomalous.  Be- 
sides the  objections  on  principle  there  was  the  amount  of  the  quit  rent.  It 
was  a  sum  which  no  one  could  possibly  ignore. 

In    1762   the  rivalrv  between   Laurence   Sulivan   and   Clivc   to  secure   a 

*> 

dominant  interest  in  the  Company's  affairs  brought  the  question  of  the  jagir 
to  the  forefront.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  Court  was  the  issue  of 
instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Bengal  directing  him  to  credit  into  the  Com- 
pany's treasury  the  quit  rent  payable  to  Clive  for  the.  current  year,  and  to 
compile  a  statement  of  the  sums  paid  to  Clive  since  the  jagir  was  first 
granted  with  a  view  to  compelling  reimbursement.40  Clivc  was  greatly 
alarmed  and  hastened  to  protect  his  interest.  Fortified  by  legal  opinion,  he 
applied  to  the  Directors  for  a  copy  of  their  proceedings  relating  to  the  jagir 
and  filed  an  appeal  against  them  in  chancery. 

Before  this  conflict  between  Clive  and  Sulivan  came  to  a  head,  however, 
circumstances  in  India  placed  Clive  in  a  position  of  vantage.  The  Court  of 
Proprietors  heard  with  dismay  that  their  servants  in  Bengal  were  acting 
without  restraint  and  the  flame  of  war  had  once  again  been  kindled,  and 
they  believed  that  Clive  alone  could  safeguard  them  from  the  impending 
anarchy  and  disaster,  Sulivan  and  his  friends  were  opposed  to  Clive's  re- 
appointment  but  the  Proprietors  overruled  them  and  saw  to  it  that  Clive 
was  sent  out  not  only  as  President  of  the  Fort  William  Council  but  also  as 
Governor  and  Commandcr-in-Chief  of  all  the  Company's  possessions  in 
Bengal:11  To  make  sure  of  his  acceptance  they  offered  to  recognize  his 

38  D.  N.  Banerjce,  Early  Administrative  System  of  the  East  India  Company  in  Bengal, 
pp.  641-3. 
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right  to  the  jagir  on  a  permanent  tenure  ;  and  when  Clive  suggested  that  It 
suited  Mm  better  to  secure  a  tenure  of  ten  years,  If  he  lived  so  long,  they 
readily  agreed.42  The  authorities  in  India  were  Informed  that  all  former 
orders  regarding  the  jagir  were  cancelled  and  all  sums  of  money  which  had 
been  retained  in  consequence  of  those  orders  should  be  paid  to  Clivc  on  his 
arrival  or  in  the  meantime  to  his  attorneys/13 

pr 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  accepting  the  Presidentship  Clivc  was  as  much 
motivated  by  the  possibility  of  safeguarding  his  jagir  against  all  future 
attacks  as  by  the  need  to  re-establish  order  in  Bengal.41  When  he  reached 
a  settlement'  with  Shah  Alam,  he  took  care  to  secure  along  with  the  grant 
of  the  Diwani  to  the  Company  the  confirmation  of  his  own  /V/g/V.  The 
wording  of  the  jar  man  was  obviously  his,  for  it  synchronizes  with  tire  terms 
of  his  agreement  with  the  Court  of  Directors:  "the  said  Purgannahs  are 
confirmed  as  an  unconditional  jagueer  to  the  High  and  Mighty  aforesaid 
from  the  16th  May  of  the  1764th  year  of  the  Christian  stile... to  the  expiration 
of  10  years,  they 'shall  appertain  as  an  unconditional  jaguccr  to  the  High 
and  Mighty  aforesaid,  and  after  the  expiration  of  this  term,  to  revert  to  the 
Company  as  an  unconditional  jagueer  and  perpetual  gift ;  and  if  the  High 
and  Mighty  aforesaid  should  die  within  the  saicl  term,  they  shall  revert  to 
the  Company  immediately  upon  his  death."45  Under  this  grant  Clivc  would 
receive  222,958  sikka  rupees  annually  for  ten  years  commencing  from  5  May 
1764.46 

Conduct  of  the  Company's  Servants 

Ever   since   the   ascendancy   of   the   English   in    the    administration    of 
Bengal,  the  servants  of  the  Company  broke  all  rules  of  restraint  with  Im- 
punity and  openly  engaged  in  the  internal  trade  of  the  country.    References 
to  such  misconduct  on  their  part  form  a  continuous  chain  In  this   corres- 
pondence.   These  Englishmen  had  come  out  to  India  imbued  for  the  most 
part  with  the  sole  Idea  of  amassing  as  much  wealth  as  possible  in  the  shortest 
time  possible.    Their  outlook  and  training  were  wholly  commercial.    Private 
profit  seemed  to  them  the  only  compensation  for  the  many  privations  en- 
dured  by  them   In   this   far    off   country.    Covenanted    servants    and    free 
merchants  made  common  cause  against  any  attempt  to  regulate  their  con- 
duct and  check  their  rapacity  ;  and  this  spirit  of  licence  and  insubordination 
was  not  slow  In  gaining  an  ascendancy  over  the  military  classes   as   well. 
From  the  Governor  to  the  youngest  writer,  and  from  the  General  to  the  most 
junior  ensign,  all  were  busily  engaged  in  utilizing  their  official  status   for 
securing  their  private  advantage.    Verelst  frankly  wrote  to  the  Directors  on 
30  September  1765  that  many  transactions  of  the  senior  servants  of  the  Com- 
pany  "seem   to   demonstrate,    that    every    spring    of    this  Government    was 
smeared  with  corruption,  that  principles  of  rapacity  and  oppression  univer- 
sally pervailed,  and  that  every  spark  of  sentiment  and  public  spirit  was  lost 
and  extinguished  in  the  inordinate  lust  of  unmerited  wealth,"'17 

«  Forrest,  op.  tit.,  H,  pp.  201,  204. 
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The  participation  in  inland  trade  as  a  means  of  private  gain  and  the 
receipt  of  presents   from  Indian   rulers   were   the   two   great   abuses   of   this 
period.     The  inland  trade  consisted  of  the  traffic  in  commodities  produced 
and  consumed  within  Bengal  and  included  salt,  grain,  betel-nut  and  tobacco, 
and  this  trade  afforded  a  livelihood  to  a  considerable  section  of  the  popula- 
tion.   The  farm  an  guaranteeing  the  Company  the  privilege  of  unhampered 
trade  custom-free  (except  at  Surat)  covering  all  goods  whether  imported  or 
purchased  in  the  country  for  export  was  first  conferred  on  the  English  by 
Aurangzeb  in   1667.'LS    This  privilege  was  renewed  notably  by  Farrukhsiyar 
in  1717,  and  Sirajud-Daulah  in  1757  issued  a  parwana  conceding  the  claims 
of  the  English  to  duty-free  trade.    Later  Mir  Jafar  also  granted  this  conces- 
sion.   A  dastak  or  certificate  signed  by  the  English  President  or  Chiefs  of 
factories  and  shown  at  chaukis  or  toll  houses  helped  pass  the  goods  duty-free. 
It  will  be  seen  that  this  exemption  was  for  the  Company  alone  and  could 
not  be  claimed  by  their  servants  for  their  private  gain.     Whenever  such  an 
attempt  was  made  to  extend  the  protection  of  the  Company's  dastak  to  the 
trade  carried  on  by  individual  Englishmen  in  the  interior,  it  was  vigorously 
opposed  by  the  Subahdar  as  defrauding  the  public  revenue  and  injuring  the 
Indian  merchants.    But  once  the  ascendancy  of  the  English  in  Bengal  was 
assured   by   the   elevation   of   Mir   Jafar    to   the   subahdari,   the   Company's 
servants  broke  through  the  restraints  that  had  previously  been  imposed  on 
them  and  utilized  the  dastak  to  protect  their  private  trade  in  every  part  of 
the  province.    Moreover  these  daslaks  were  openly  sold  and  quite  as  often 
forged.    Participation  in  trade  was  in  itself  improper,  but  the  utilization  of 
the   Company's   patronage   to   secure   a   practical   monopoly   aggravated   the 
evil    Few  dared  to  compete  in  inland  trade  with  the  Company's  servants, 
and  those  who  did  were  easily  ousted,  for  the  dasUtk  enabled  the  English 
merchants   to  procure  supplies   at  half   the   cost  incurred   by   their   Indian 
rivals.     The  result  was  the  drying  up  of  the  sources  of  public  revenue,  an 
accentuation  of  the  poverty  of  the  people  and  the  depletion  of  the  Com- 
pany's funds. 

It  must,  however,  be  stated  that  the  Court  of  Directors,  mistaken  as 
their  views  often  were,  strongly  disapproved  of  such  conduct.  Thus  we 
find  them  writing  in  1766:  "Much  has  been  urged  by  our  servants  at  diffe- 
rent times  in  favor  of  the  right  of  this  trade  which  we  have  always  treated 
as  a  most  absurd  claim.  The  words  of  the  Phirmaund  are  'Whatever  goods 
the  English  Company  shall  bring  or  carry  etc.,  are  duty  free/  To  suppose 
that  the  Court  of  Delhi  could  mean  by  these  words  a  monopoly  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  over  their  own  subjects  is  such  an  absurdity  that  we  shall 
not  lose  time  or  words  in  trying  to  refute  it."10  But  those  to  whom  these 
rebukes  were  addressed,  over-rating  both  the  importance  of  their  achieve- 
ments and  the  value  of  their  service,  resented  such  censure,  and  the  repeated 
orders  of  the  Directors  that  the  inland  trade  be  abandoned  were  quietly 
ignored. 

Mir  Qasira,  however,  soon  after  he  came  to  the  throne,  regarded  this 
unwarranted  participation  in  the  inland  trade  by  the  servants  of  the  Company 

113  C.  U.  Aitchison,  A  Collection  of  Treaties,  Engagements,  and  Sunnuds  (1929),  Vol. 
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as  Injurious  both  to  his  dignity  and  to  his  revenues,  and  determined  to 
take  more  effective  steps  than  the  authorities  in  London  had  succeeded 
In  doing.  The  consequence  was  his  overthrow  and  flight.  Mir  Jafar  proved 
more  amenable  and  exempted  the  English  from  all  duties  except  a  duty  of 
2l/2  per  cent  on  salt.  But  the  English  were  now  no  longer  satisfied  with  this  ; 
they  insisted  that  Mir  Qasim's  orders  exempting  all  merchants  from  paying- 
duties  for  2  years  be  withdrawn  and  that  the  Indian  merchants  should  be 
compelled  to  pay  duties.  The  Court  of  Directors  again  protested:  "These 
are  terms  which  appear  to  be  so  very  injurious  to  the  Nabob  and  to  the 
natives,  that  they  cannot  in  the  very  nature  of  them  tend  to  anything  but 
the  producing  great  heart  burnings  and  dissatisfaction."  Until  a  more 
equitable  and  satisfactory  plan  could  be  framed  the  authorities  at  Fort 
William  were  directed  to  consult  the  Nawab  as  to  the  manner  of  carrying- 
on  the  inland  trade  so  that  it  might  prove  advantageous  to  all — the  Nawab, 
the  Company  and  the  Company's  servants.50 

But  even  this  order  was  ignored,  and  the  reports  of  mismanagement 
which  were  continuously  being  received  so  alarmed  the  Directors  that  as  a 
last  resort  they  sent  out  Clive  once  more  with  instructions  to  settle  this 
question  of  inland  trade  in  a  manner  honourable  to  the  Company,  to  the 
satisfaction  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Nawab  so  as  to  prevent  con- 
fusion and  oppression.31 

For   the   civil   government   a   Select   Committee   with   full   powers    was 
associated    with    Clive.    He    and    his    Councillors    immediately    addressed 
themselves  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  for  which  they  had  been 
appointed.    "Upon  my  arrival,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  found  your  affairs  in  a 
condition  so  nearly  desperate  as  would  have  alarmed  any  set  of  men.... The 
sudden,  and  among  many,  the  unwarrantable  acquisition  of  riches,  had  in- 
troduced luxury  in  every  shape,  and  in  it's  most  pernicious  excess.'..""  and 
again  "We  saw  plainly  that  most  of  the  gentlemen  in  Council  had  been  too 
deeply  concerned  themselves  In  the  measures  which  required  amendment  for 
us  to  expect  any  assistance  from  them,  on  the  contrary,  we  were  certain  of 
finding  opposition  to  every  plan  of  innovation,  and  an  unanimous  attempt 
to  defeat  the  intentions   of  the  proprietors...'^3    Bold,  imperious   and   in- 
tolerant of  contradiction,  Clive  was  sweeping  in  his  censure  and  his  state- 
ments must  be  read  with  caution;  but  however  drastic  his   diagnosis    bis 
remedies  were  well-chosen.    He  felt  it  was  indispensable  for  the  peace' and 
prosperity  of  the  country  that  the  Company's  servants  should  not  be  allowed 
to  compete  on  their  own  account  with  Indian  dealers  in  every  market  -  but 
on  the  other  hand  if  their  integrity  and  efficiency  were  to  be  insured 'they 
should  not  be  left  uncared  for  in  the  midst  of 'wealth  which  was  within 
their  easy  reach.    To  Clive  it  seemed  that  the  Company's  servants  indulged 
m   illicit   transactions    because    their   regular    emoluments    were    so    scanty 
From  the  beginning  the  Company,  like  all  other  commercial  concerns,  had 
paid  their  agents  only  a  mere  pittance  but  allowed  them  to  supplement  it 
by  other  means.    But  this  system  of  personal  enterprise  was  incongruous 


50  P.  54. 
S1-P.  101. 

52  P.  330. 

53  P.  334. 


INTRODUCTION  XXXI 

with  the  sovereignty  of  a  kingdom.  Clive  therefore  established  a  Society  of 
Trade  which  was  to  consist  of  3  classes  of  shareholders  each  entitled  to  a 
fixed  number  of  shares:  class  one  with  35  shares  was  to  consist  of  the 
Governor,  members  of  Board  and  Colonels ;  class  two  with  12  shares  com- 
prised chaplains,  junior  merchants  and  Lt.  Colonels,  and  class  three  with  8 
shares  was  to  consist  of  factors,  majors,  surgeons  etc.  This  Society  was  to 
be  managed  by  a  Committee  of  Trade  consisting  of  two  members  of  the 
Select  Committee  and  two  members  of  the  Council.  The  Society  was  entrusted 
with  all  trade  in  salt,  betel-nut  and  tobacco.  Supplies  were  procured  from 
Indian  merchants  and  sold  at  reasonable  prices  to  agents  who  in  turn  trans- 
ported them  to  certain  places  for  sale.  The  country  merchants  might  the  a 
become  the  purchasers  and  again  transport  the  commodities  wherever  there 
was  the  greatest  prospect  of  profit.1""1  But  to  prevent  the  abuses  and  oppres- 
sions usually  incidental  to  a  monopoly,  Clive  devised  a  number  of  regula- 
tions and  subjected  the  trade  to  a  considerable  duty.  At  a  resumed  meeting 
of  the  Select  Committee  it  was  resolved  that  a  duty  of  35%  be  levied  on  salt, 
10%  on  the  prime  cost  of  betel-nut  and  25%  on  tobacco.  This  was  expected 
to  yield  at  least  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum.53 

Clive  informed  the  Directors  of  this  decision  to  establish  a  Society  of 
Trade.  They,  however,  felt  that  it  was  not  consistent  either  with  the  honour 
or  with  the  dignity  of  the  Company  to  promote  such  an  exclusive  trade,  and 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  protect  and  cherish  the  inhabitants  and  give  them 
no  occasion  to  look  on  every  Englishman  as  their  national  enemy.  The 
vast  fortune  acquired  in  the  inland  trade  had  been  obtained  by  the  worst 
tyranny  and  oppression  ever  known  in  any  age  or  country,  and  therefore 
such  trade  should  be  totally  abolished  and  not  continued  even  in  this  limited 
and  regulated  manner.56  This  prohibition  was  repeatedly  ordered  but  Clive 
and  the  Select  Committee,  instead  of  abolishing  this  qualified  monopoly, 
sought  to  prolong  it  for  another  year  under  what  is  known  as  the  'second 
plan/57  Clive  justified  this  decision  by  observing  that  when  the  Court 
issued  their  orders  they  could  not  have  had  the  least  idea  of  the  favourable 
change  in  the  affairs  of  Bengal  whereby  the  interest  of  the  Nawab  with 
regard  to  salt  was  no  longer  immediately  concerned.  Under  the  kseconcl 
plan',  all  salt  provided  by  the  Society  of  Trade  was  to  be  sold  at  Calcutta 
and  at  the  places  where  it  was  manufactured  only  to  Indian  merchants  at 
the  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  maund,  these  merchants  then  transporting  it  to  any 
part  of  the  province.  Thus  the  servants  of  the  Company  would  have  no 
concern  in  the  sale  of  salt.  Provision  was  also  made  for  fixing  the  price  of 
salt  in  different  markets  and  the  duty  payable  to  the  Company  was  raised 
from  35%  to  50%,  an  enhancement  which  was  expected  to  yield  a  further 
12  to  13  lakhs  annually.58  Clive  and  the  Select  Committee  felt  that  this  was 
the  most  equitable  system  that  could  be  devised  and  hoped  that  the  large 
increase  in  the  revenue  would  ensure  the  Court's  approval59  But  even  this 
plan  proved  in  practice  open  to  abuse.  It  is  true  that  the  prices  charged  by 

"Select  Committee  Proceedings,   10  August  1765;  Banerjee,  op.  tit.,  pp.  656-9. 
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the  Society  were  12%  to  15%  lower  than  the  average  prices  prevalent  for 
several  vears  in  other  parts  of  Bengal.  But  even  so  they  were  exorbitant. 
The  fact,  moreover,  that  the  monopoly  was  limited  only  served  to  make  it 
more  effective.  William  Bolts  described  this  monopoly  as  "the  most  cruel 
in  its  nature,  and  most  destructive,  in  its  consequences,  to  the  Company's 
affairs  in  Bengal,  of  all  that  have  of  late  been  established  there.  Perhaps 
it  stands  unparallelled  in  the  history  of  any  Government  that  ever  existed 
on  earth/'60  The  Directors,  however,  resisting  the  allure  of  augmented 
revenue,  persisted  in  demanding  the  abolition  of  the  Society,  which  finally 
came  to  an  end  in  September  1768.61 

The  receipt  of  presents  from  Indian  rulers  was  another  abuse  that  was 
generally  prevalent.  Luxury,  rapacity  and  general  relaxation  of  discipline 
formed  the  background  for  widespread  corruption.  Presents,  gifts  and 
customary  payments  by  subordinates  to  superiors  were  familiar  in  Indian 
society,  and  the  servants  of  the  Company  who  came  to  be  regarded  as  the 
dispensers  of  real  authority  in  the  state  found  themselves  in  a  position  in 
which  they  would  not  merely  receive  but  could  also  exact  large  and  dubious 
payments. 

The  enthroning  and  dethroning  of  nawabs  had  been  for  several  years, 
as  we  have  seen,  one  of  the  most  lucrative  occupations  of  the  Fort  William 
Council.  The  masnad  of  Bengal  was  a  commodity  for  barter.  Even 
Vansittart,  otherwise  an  upright  individual,  was  induced  to  accept  five  lakhs 
from  Mir  Qasini ;  indeed  110  one  regarded  such  an  act  as  in  any  way  repre- 
hensible. When  Mir  Jafar  was  restored  to  the  throne  in  1763,  he  was  treated 
as  little  more  than  a  banker  for  the  Company's  servants  who  could  draw 
upon  him  as  often  and  to  as  great  an  amount  as  they  chose.  In  1765  the 
nominal  sovereignty  of  Bengal  was  put  up  for  sale.  On  this  occasion  the 
English  even  went  to  the  extent  of  reinforcing  their  demands  for  presents 
by  threats.  Every  member  of  the  Council  received  a  gift  becoming  his  rank. 

That  the  receipt  of  such  presents  was  an  offence  was  made  clear  by  a 
despatch  from  the  Court  of  Directors  signifying  strong  disapprobation  of 
the  practice  and  requiring  all  their  servants,  civil  and  military,  to  execute 
new  deeds  of  covenant,  binding  them  not  to  accept  any  presents  or  gills  of 
land,  rent  or  revenue  without  the  Court's  consent.62  For  a  short  while, 
however,  the  English  officials  in  Bengal  resisted  the  orders  of  the  Directors 
to  enter  into  new  covenants  and  eagerly  made  the  best  use  of  the  short 
interval  before  dive's  arrival.  This  precipitate  anxiety  to  make  ample 
provision  for  themselves  against  a  long  future  of  restraint  makes  clear  that, 
whatever  the  position  in  Vansittart's  time,  no  one  could  now  question  the 
illegality  of  such  transactions. 

Clive  decided  that  such  unblushing  corruption  in  gross  breach  of  the 
Company's  orders  could  be  countenanced  no  longer.  He  lost  no  time  in 
informing  his  Council  that  the  powers  which  had  been  assigned  to  him  and 
the  Select  Committee  would  be  wielded  at  once  and  unflinchingly  The 
covenants  should  be  immediately  executed  on  pain  of  suspension'  from 
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sen  ice.  The  junior  officials  sullenly  obeyed;  but  when  Clive  openly  censur- 
ed the  members  of  Council  for  receiving  presents  on  the  recent  elevation  of 
Najmud-Daulah  to  the  throne,  four  of  them  resigned  and  the  fifth  invited 
suspension.  Clive,  however,  was  not  dismayed.  He  promptly  filled  the 
vacancies  by  securing  from  the  Madras  Presidency  four  gentlemen  of 
character  and  ability  on  that  establishment63  "Not  one  of  the  gentlemen 
next  in  Council  even  so  low  as  Mr.  Bolts  (Mr.  Rumbold  excepted)  is  worthy 
a  seat  at  the  Board  ;  many  of  them  are  deficient  in  abilities,  and  all  in  prin- 
ciple ;  and  as  to  the  gentlemen  of  lower  standing,  they  are  not  only  too 
young,  but  too  strongly  tainted  with  the  corruption  of  late  times  to  be  so 
soon  entrusted  with  power."6'1  The  Committee's  request  to  Madras  for  help 
caused  great  resentment  among  the  civil  servants  in  Bengal.  They  not  only 
sent  a  memorial  to  the  Court  of  Directors  representing  cthe  injury  and 
disgrace'  they  had  suffered  as  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  Select  Committee 
but  also  formed  themselves  into  an  association.  But  this  came  to  nothing, 
and  the  Court  finally  approved  of  the  action  of  the  Select  Committee. 

dive's  Military   Reforms 

The  spirit  of  corruption  which  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  among  the 
civil  servants  of  the  Company  had  also  spread  considerably  to  the  military 
personnel.  The  temptations  in  Bengal  were  so  strong  that  they  had  almost 
destroyed  army  discipline.  The  Court  of  Directors  instructed  Clive  in  1765 
to  devote  special  attention  while  dealing  with  this  problem  to  two  points 
on  which  their  frequent  orders  had  so  far  been  totally  disregarded:  the 
remodelling  of  the  army  on  scientific  lines  and  the  reduction  of  the  exor- 
bitant military  expenses.  So  once  peace  had  been  restored  to  the  provinces 
of  Bihar,  Bengal  and  Orissa,  Clive  proceeded  to  effect  reforms  on  these  lines. 
On  5  August  *"! 765  the  whole  army  was  divided  into  three  brigades  of  equal 
strength  and  composition.  Each  brigade  was  to  consist  of  one  company  of 
artillery,  one  regiment  of  European  infantry,  one  risala  of  Indian  cavalry 
and  seven  sepoy  battalions.  The  first  brigade  under  Brigadier  General 
Carnac  was  stationed  at  Monghyr,  the  second  under  Colonel  Richard  Smith 
at  Allahabad  and  the  third  under  Sir  Robert  Barker  at  Patna  (Bankipore).  As 
Carnac  who  was  Commander-in-Chicf  and  member  of  the  Select  Committee 
was  required  to  be  present  more  or  less  constantly  at  Calcutta,  the  charge  of 
his  brigade  devolved  on  Lt.  Col.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher.  Each  brigade  now 
formed  a  complete  unit  capable  of  participating  on  its  own  in  serious  en- 
counters, and  the  proportion  of  field  officers  was  also  considerably  increased, 
to  the  great  advantage  of  discipline.65  These  new  regulations  placed  the 
Bengal  army  on  a  stable  and  efficient  footing. 

Having  reorganised  the  army  and  moved  it  into  cantonments  Clive  set 
himself  to  reduce  the  military  expenditure.  In  earlier  days  the  officers^ in 
Bengal,  as  in  other  Presidencies,  had  drawn  the  fixed  rate  of  pay  which 
formed  their  net  receipts  when  in  garrison  or  at  headquarters.  When  they 
took  the  field  they  were  allowed  batta,  an  extra  monthly  sum  of  allowance 
to  cover  the  increased  expenses.  After  Plassey,  Mir  Jafar  was  obliged  by 
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the  treaty  of  1757  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  British  troops  employee!  in 
his  defence.  He  bestowed  on  the  English  officers  an  additional  sum  equal 
to  the  batta  and  this  was  known  as  double  batta.  The  double  batta,  at  first  a 
purely  temporary  indulgence,  came  in  process  of  time  to  be  regarded  as  a 
matter  of  right.  Mir  Qasim,  anxious  to  obtain  the  goodwill  of  the  army, 
confirmed  the  grant.  When  the  Company  obtained  the  assignment  of  the 
districts  of  Midnapore,  Burdwan  and  Chittagong  expressly  to  meet  the  extra 
expenses  of  maintaining  a  force  for  the  protection  of  the  subahdari,  they  were 
expected  to  pay  this  allowance  also.  This  awoke  the  Court  of  Directors  to 
the  rapacity  rampant  in  their  military  establishment.  While  they  had 
tacitly  acquiesced  in  the  payment  of  double  batta  by  the  Nawab,  they  now 
issued  repeated  and  peremptory  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  extra 
allowance  ;  "that  is  to  say,  all  our  military  arc  to  have  single  bat  la  only  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  allowed  at  our  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  and 
even  this  single  batta  we  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  reduce 
whenever  circumstances  will  admit  of  it."66 

Clive  and  the  Select  Committee  therefore  ordered  that  payment  of 
double  batta  should  cease  from  1  January  1766  except  at  Allahabad  where, 
on  account  of  the  high  prices  of  provisions,  the  allowance  was  to  be  conti- 
nued while  the  troops  were  actually  in  the  field,  but  was  to  be  reduced  to 
single  batta  when  they  retired  to  cantonments.  For  the  same  reason  single 
batta  was  to  be  paid  to  troops  stationed  at  Patna  and  Monghyr.67  To  soften 
the  blow,  Clive  converted  the  five  lakhs  bequeathed  to  him  by  Mir  Jafar 
into  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  invalid  soldiers  and  widows  of  military  servants. 

Even  so,  the  promulgation  of  the  order  discontinuing  double  batta  was 
the  signal  for  mutiny.  Though  at  first  there  was  no  open  opposition,  the 
majority  of  the  officers  resented  the  cancellation  of  this  payment  and  sought 
ways  of  securing  its  restoration.  At  length  it  was  decided  that  about  two 
hundred  European  officers  should  resign  simultaneously  their  commissions 
in  order  to  force  the  hands  of  the  authorities  at  Calcutta.68  The  initiative 
seems  to  have  been  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  first  brigade,  and  whether 
the  plan  originated  with  Fletcher  or  not,  it  was  certainly  known  to  him  and 
received  his  approval  Many  of  the  officers  at  Allahabad  and  Patna  were 
also  induced  to  join.  The  plot  was  formed  under  oaths  of  secrecy,  but,  a 
few  months  before,  Clive  had  anticipated  the  possibility  of  such  an  occur- 
rence.69 Now  when  he  received  intelligence  that  his  prophecy  would  be 
fulfilled  he  decided  to  make  no  concession.  The  economy  secured  by  the 
reduction  of  the  batta  seemed  to  him  of  trifling  consideration  when  com- 
pared with  the  disastrous  consequences  of  yielding  to  the  menace  of  such  a 
mutinous  association.  In  this  the  whole  Council  concurred  with  him.  "An 
army  making  it's  own  terms  was  such  an  alarming  circumstance  that  we 
immediately  determined  to  crush  such  a  mutinous  spirit  in  its  birth  at  all 
hazards."7'  Fletcher,  the  "principal  promoter  and  instigator  of  the  late  dis- 
honorable association",71  and  a  few  other  leading  offenders  were  arrested, 
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tried  by  court  martial,  cashiered  for  sedition  and  sent  back  to  England.  To 
prevent  any  recurrence  of  similar  trouble  it  was  1  aid-down  that  every  officer 
restored  to  the  army  as  well  as  all  those  who  would  enlist  in  future  should 
execute  a  contract  of  service  for  three  years  with  the  right  to  resign  only 
on  a  year's  notice  or  with  the  permission  of  the  President  and  Council.72 

This  incipient  mutiny  was  perhaps  the  most  serious  crisis  that  Clive  had 
to  face  during  his  second  administration  and  had  there  been  the  slightest 
faltering  on  his  part  the  whole  power  of  the  state  might  have  been  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  army.  For,  the  action  of  the  officers  had  from  the 
beginning  been  countenanced  and  supported  by  many  influential  civilians.™ 
Clive  believed  that  their  personal  resentment  of  him  was  responsible  for  this 
development,  and  "you  will  judge  to  what  degree  they  must  have  been 
infatuated,  to  encourage  and  wish  success  to  a  measure  which  had  it  pre- 
vailed, must  have  overthrown  their  own  civil  liberties  in  this  country,  and 
rendered  them  the  abject  slaves  of  a  despotic  military  government."74  But 
thanks  to  dive's  quick  and  firm  decisions,  the  whole  movement  collapsed 
within  a  month's  time. 

Conclusion 

Ciivc's  work  in  Bengal  was  now  more  or  less  at  an  end.  Within  sixteen 
months  he  had  accomplished  most  of  the  objects  he  had  undertaken  to 
perform.  There  was  peace  with  all  the  neighbouring  powers  and  treaties 
signed  with  some  of  them  ;  Shah  Alam  had  been  recognized  as  the  legiti- 
mate head  of  the  empire  and  the  Diwani  of  Bengal,  Bihar  and  Orissa  secured 
from  him  ;  corruption  in  Bengal  was  put  down  with  a  firm  hand,  the  finances 
of  the  Company  were  improved  and  order  and  discipline  were  restored  in 
the  ranks  of  the  army.  "It  is",  wrote  Clive  to  his  employers,  ''upon  the  best 
founded  confidence  I  assert,  the  East  India  Company  was  never  so  truly 
secure  as  at  present,  against  military  ambition  and  encroachment ;  never 
before  have  discipline,  good  order  and  subordination  been  so  fully  con- 
firmed..."75 So  he  made  preparations  for  his  return  to  England.  He  had 
always  intended  to  return  by  the  end  of  1766  and  though  the  Court  of 
Directors  urged  him  to  reconsider  his  decision/6  he  declined  on  the  grounds 
of  health  and  finally  left  India  on  29  January  1767. 

The  task  of  introducing  reforms  in  every  aspect  of  the  Company's  ad- 
ministration was  a  Herculean  one,  and  that  Clive  should  have  accomplished 
so  much  in  so  short  a  time  in  the  face  of  faction,  open  hostility  and  simmer- 
ing resentment  is  a  remarkable  tribute  to  his  power  of  organisation  and 
force  of  character.  Yet  he  was  too  optimistic  in  believing  that  his  reforms 
had  taken  root.77  Once  his  personality  was  removed  from  the  scene,  the 
old  evils  reappeared  on  the  surface.  There  was  again  a  weak  Nawab  on  the 
throne  of  Bengal.  Saifud-Daulah  had  succeeded  his  brother  Najmud- 
Daulah  but  apart  from  a  reduction  of  the  stipend  for  the  expenses  of  the 
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Nizamat  from  53  to  41  lakhs,  the  new  accession  marked  no  change  in  the 
Nawab's  relations  with  the  Company.  Though  Olive  left,  the  Select  Com- 
mittee associated  with  him  continued  to  function  till  October  1774  ;  but  his 
departure  meant  also  the  removal  of  the  spirit  of  his  administration,  and 
Bengal  gained  little  from  the  continuance  of  this  body.  Still  dive's  second 
administration  is  of  great  significance  in  British  Indian  history,  and  in  these 
letters  we  get  a  graphic  picture  of  his  untiring  efforts  to  introduce  an  element 
of  responsibility  in  the  Company's  rule  in  Bengal  and  to  curb  to  a  certain 
extent  the  profiteering  tendencies  of  its  servants.  The  correspondence  pub- 
lished here  provides  ample  evidence  in  support  of  the  view  that  the  victor  of 
Plassey  was  to  be  seen  at  his  best  not  only  on  the  battle-field  but  also  in  the 
Council  chamber. 
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Company's  relations  with  Qasim  Ali  Khan — urge  removal  of  Company's 
corrupt  servants — constitution  of  the  Council  at  Fort  William — regret  thin 
attendance  of  Council  meetings — abuse  of  the  right  of  private  trade  by 
Company's  servants  and  their  gumashtahs — inland  trade  in  salty  betel-nut 
and  tobacco  to  be  suspended — Company's  privileges  regarding  duty-free 
trade. 

(_|UR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  We  have  in  the  most  careful  and  attentive  manner  taken  a  view  of 
the  registers  o£  your  Proceedings  for  the  year  1761,  and  from  that  time  to 
the  14th  February  1763  (the  last  received)  wherein  we  find  to  our  great  concern 
the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  many  of  our  servants  have  been  inconsistent 
with  their  duty  to,  and  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the  Company,  in  a 
variety  of  instances,  which  too  glaringly  appear  upon  the  face  of  your  said 
registers,  particularly  with  respect  to  the  present  Subah  of  Bengal,  Cossim  Aly 
Khan,  with  whom  it  is  most  evident  the  strictest  friendship  and  harmony 
ought  to  have  been  cultivated,  instead  whereof,  he  and  his  government  have 
met  with  so  much  improper  and  injurious  treatment,  and  been  defrauded  in 
his  revenues  by  the  licentious  trade  of  our  said  servants,  and  the  agents 
acting  under  and  countenanced  by  them,  to  so  great  a  degree  that  we  dread 
the  consequences ;  it  is  high  time  therefore  to  remedy  these  evils  by  exerting 
our  authority  hi  removing  such  persons,  who  if  continued  would  (from  what 
we  have  already  observed  of  their  behaviour)  throw  our  affairs  into  the  utmost 
confusion,  and  by  appointing  such  others  in  their  room,  from  whose  good 
management  we  shall  expect  such  care  and  attention  to  the  true  interests 
of  the  Company  that  we  may  not  again  be  under  the  necessity  of  recurring 
to  such  a  disagreeable  measure. 

2.  In  our  letter  of  the  13th  May  last  we  removed  Mr.  Ellis  from  our 
service  in  Bengal,  and  took   some  notice   of  the   intemperate   conduct  of 
Mr.  Stanlake  Batson  at  Cossimbuzar.    We  now  proceed  to  inform  you  that 
we  have  dismissed  from  the  Company's  service  Mr.  Peter  Amyatt,  Major 
John  Carnac1,  Mr.  John  Johnstone  and  Mr.  William  Hay,  and  they  are  accor- 
dingly from  the  receipt  of  this  letter  to  have  no  further  concern  in  our  affairs, 
and  are  to  be  sent  home  in  some  of  the  ships  which  will  be  dispatched  in 
the  season  of  the  year  1765. 

3.  As  to  Mr.  Batson,  his  conduct  at  present  appears  to  us  in  a  very 
unfavourable  light,  from  the  share  he  had  in  the  disputes  with  the  country 
government  with  respect  to  the  inland  private  trade,  in  his  unjust  charge  of 
a  design  in  the  Subah  to  treat  the  Begum,  his  mother  in  law,  with  cruelty,  by 
interfering  with  that  Prince's  officers  in  the  affair  of  Hurry  Chunder,  Droga 
of  Patchowterahj  wherein  two  persons  of  his  escort  were  killed  and  two  others 
wounded,  also  hi  giving  protection  at  Cossimbuzar  to  Mirza  Doud,2  who  had 
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withdrawn  himself  from  the  Subah's  authority  ;  we  therefore  direct  that 
Mr.  Batson  do  forthwith  stand  suspended  from  the  Company's  service  until 
he  acquits  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  you  our  Governor  and  Council  on  the 
said  several  points  or  such  others  as  have  been  alleged  against  him  during 
the  time  of  his  being  Chief  at  Cossimbuzar.  If  he  acquits  himself  to  your 
satisfaction,  he  is  to  be  restored  to  our  service  and  station,  if  otherwise,  he 
is  to  be  dismissed,  but  whatever  turn  this  enquiry  takes,  you  arc  to  send  u's  a 
particular  account  of  your  proceedings. 

4.  Mr.  William  Billers  has  not  behaved  entirely  to  our  satisfaction,  in 
particular   his   opposing    ye   regulations    and    restraints    for    the    limitation 
of  the  inland  private  trade,  calculated  for  the  making  an  end  o£  the  disputes 
with  the  country  government  on  that  head,  shews  he  has  not  the  Company's 
interest  at  heart  so  much  as  in  duty  he  ought.    You  arc  therefore  to  give 
him  a  reprimand  in  our  name  at  the  Board  and  caution  him  to  behave  in 
such  manner  that  we  may  have  no  occasion  for  finding  any  .fault  with  him 
in  future. 

5.  Among  other  instances  of  Mr.  John  Carder  and  his  Council's  beha- 
viour, we  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  during  his  being  Chief  at  Dacca, 
they  connived  at,  or  did  not  use  their  best  endeavours  to  remedy  the  great 
abuses  and  insults  which  occurred  at  that  place  by  the  gomastahs  and  other 
people  employed  in  carrying  on  private  trade.  You  are  therefore  to  make  a  strict 
enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  those  gentlemen,  with  respect  to  the  said  abuses 
and  insults  and  pass  such  a  censure  thereon  (if  they  deserve  it)  as  you  shall 
think  proper;    and  you  are  particularly  to  examine  into  the  circumstance 
mentioned  in  your  Consultations  of  the  14th  October  1762,  relating  to  a  party 
of  sepoys,  being  sent  from  Dacca  to  Silhet,  who  there  fired  upon  and  killed 
one  of  the  principal  people  and  afterwards  made  the  zemindar  prisoner  and 
forcibly  carried  him  away  from  the  last  named  place,  and  you  arc  to  cause 
justice  to  be  done  on  whomsoever  shall  appear  culpable  in  that  unhappy 

6.  The^part  which  Mr.  Hugh  Watts  has  taken  as  it  appears  on  the  face 
ot  your  advices  and  Consultations  we  deem  very  blameworthy  ;  in  his  agree- 
ing to  the  letter  on  Consultation  of  the  13th  of  November  1762,  wherein  the 
Subah  is  treated  in  disrespectful  and  indecent  terms,  for  joining  in  the  reso- 
lution to  call  Major  Carnac  to  the  Board  on  commercial  affairs  contrary  to 
our  orders  in  that  respect,  for  voting  to  call  the  chiefs  of  the  subordinates 

COm  r\  W1UT^  ^  f°r  MS  aPProbati™  ^  the  measures 
f  "t  J°hnst0ne  and  Hay  in  ^  <%>utes  with  the  country  govern- 
of  1  -  tem*  ^t  *e  sen<*  of  the  Board  on  the  regulations 
proposed  for  lirmttrng  the  inland  private  trade*  are  expressed.  We  do  there- 
fore hereby  direct  that  Mr.  Watts  be  forthwith  suspended  from  the  Com- 
pany's  service  and  continue  so  until  he  shall  have  justified  hiTdS 
the  beforegomg  instances  to  our  satisfaction.  You  must  forthwith  call 
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stands  on  your  Consultations  of  the  27th  of  December  1762,  and  for  which  the 
President  recommended  it  to  the  Council  to  pass  some  censure  upon  him.  He 
appears  likewise  to  have  been  guilty  of  irregular  practice  in  respect  to  carry- 
ing on  his  private  trade.  Let  him  be  called  into  Council  and  reprimanded 
according  to  his  deserts,  and  inform  him  if  his  conduct  is  not  more  satis- 
factory for  the  future  we  shall  dismiss  him  from  the  service. 

8.  In  the  course  of  our  enquiry  into  these  transactions  we  observe  one 
Cole,  said  to  be  a  writer,  is  compla[ined]  of,  for  that  at  Munaur  Gunge  Haut, 
which  produces  annually  12000  rupees,  he  had  turn'd  out  all  the  inhabitants 
in  order  to  build  a  house  as  set  forth  in  a  letter  enter 'd  after  Consultation 
of  the  18th  October  1762.    Who  this  Cole  is  we  are  not  inform'd,  but  let  him 
be  whom  he  may,  you  are  to  make  a  strict  enquiry  into  the  said  outrage,  and 
if  you  find  him  guilty  of  it,  you  are  in  the  first  place  to  oblige  him  to  make 
a  suitable  and  ample  satisfaction  to  the  injured  parties,  and  then  immediately 
send  him  away  to  Europe. 

9.  We  further  find  that  several  persons  residing  under  the  Presidency 
of  Bengal,  as  well  free  merchants  as  others  have  conducted  themselves  very 
unwarrantably,  carrying  on  their  trade  in  several  parts  of  the  country  in  the 
most  uncontroulable  manner  and  thereby  exposing  the  Company's  valuable 
privileges  to  the  greatest  detriment  and  hazard.    Some  of  whose  names  who 
appear   the   most  remarkable   are   Messrs.    Chevalier,   Texeyra,    Ivy,    Motte, 
Robinson  and  the  beforemention'd  Cole.    With  respect  to  free  merchants 
they   certainly  by  such  behavior   forfeit  their   covenants,   and  as   to   others 
they  have  no  right  to  the  Company's  protection,  especially  if  they  are  guilty 
of  the  irregularities  laid  to  their  charge.    We  shall  therefore  leave  it  to  you 
to  make  a  general  enquiry  into  the  behaviour  of  such  persons  who  reside 
any  where  under  your  Presidency,  and  if  you  find  their  behaviour  has  been  or 
shall  be  such  as  may  be  really  detrimental  to  the  Company,  you  are  to  with- 
draw our  protection  from  them  and  send  them  away  from  Bengal  as  soon 
as  you  shall  think  proper,  giving  us  from  time  to  time  an  account  of  your 
proceedings  with  respect  to  every  such  person. 

10.  We  are  now  to  inform  you  that  we  have  appointed  the  following 
gentlemen   to   the   Council   for   managing   and   conducting    the    Company's 
affairs  at  our  Presidency  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal  to  whom  all  due  obedience 
is  to  be  paid  vizt., 

Henry  Vansittart  Esqr President  and  Governor 

John  Spencer  Esqr Second 

Brigadier1  Genl.  John  Caillaud Third 

Mr.  William  McGwire          Fourth 

•     Mr.  Stanlake  Batson Fifth 

Mr.  Charles  Stafford  Playdell Sixth 

Mr.  William  Billers   t ,  .    .  Seventh 

Mr.  Harry  Verelst Eighth  . 

Mr.  ( John  Carrier      ...... Ninth 

Mr.  Warren  Hastings      Tenth 

Mr.  Francis  Sykes    .    .' .  Eleventh 

Mr,  Randolph  Marriott Twelfth 

Mr.  Hugh  Watts Thirteenth 

Mr,  Ascanius.  William  Senior  .  V  .    .    .    .  Fourteenth  .  "   .      : 
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11.  And  we  do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  Mr.  John  Spencer  who  stands 
Second  in  Council  in  the  beforegoing  list  do  succeed  to  the  chair  as  President 
and  Governor  in  case  of  a  vacancy  by  the  death  or  otherwise  of  Mr.  Vansittart 

12.  We  explained  ourselves  very  sufficiently  in  our  letter  of  the  13th  of 
May  last  with  respect  to  the  commission  of  2l/a  per  cent  to  be  allowed  to 
Mr.  Vansittart  upon  the  revenue  arising  from  the  grants  made  by  the  Subah 
Cossim  Ally   Cawn,   as  being   meant   personally   for   that   gentleman,    and 
not  to  be  claimed  or  any  ways  pretended  to  by  any  future  Governor,  Mr.  Spencer 
therefore  upon  his  succeeding  to  the  chair  as  beforemention'd  is  not  to  have 
that  emolument. 

13.  When  we  informed  you  in  our  letter  of  the  30th  of  December  last 
that  General  Caillaud's  seat  at  the  Council  and  in  all  committees  was  to  be 
next  below  the  President  we  had  not  then  determined  upon  a  successor  to 
Mr.  Vansittart  but  as  that  is  now  done  by  our  beforegoing  directions,  it  is 
highly  proper  his  rank  should  be  in  the  second  place,  and  General  Caillaud  is 
in  course  to  be  the  standing  Third  in  Council  and  at  committees,  in  which 
station  he  is  to  be  fixed  and  is  never  to  rise  higher,  and  in  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  Government  by  the  death  or  otherwise  of  both  Mr.  Vansittart  and 
Mr.  Spencer,  the  same  is  to  be  filled  up  by  the  member  next  in  standing  below 
General  Caillaud  until  our  further  orders  are  sent. 

14.  If  it  shall  happen  at  any  time  that  the  President  and  Second  in  Council 
are  both  absent,  in  such  case,  the  next  member  below  Genl.  Caillaud  is  to  pre- 
side at  the  Council  and  committees  during  such  absence. 

15.  In  our  beforemention'd  letter  we  acquainted  you  that  it  was  on 
account  of  General  Caillaud's  long  experience  and  general  knowledge  of  the 
Company's  affairs  that  we  directed  he  should  have  a  constant  seat  and  voice  at 
the  Council  and  in  all  committees ;  this  being  intended  as  a  personal  com- 
pliment to  and  acknowledgment  of  his  merit  and  not  to  be  drawn  into  a  pre- 
cedent.   Any  successor  which  we  may  hereafter  think  proper  to  appoint  to 
Genl.  Caillaud  is  only  to  have  a  seat  at  the  Board  when  military  affairs  are 
under  deliberation,  and  upon  no  other  times  or  on  any  other  account  what- 
soever. 

16.  And  we  here  add  that  the  majors  or  any  other  military  officers  are 
to  have  no  seat  or  voice  at  the  Board,  but  are  to  be  consulted  as  occasions  may 
require  of  which  you  will  be  the  properest  judges. 

^  17.  Altho'  we  have  continued  Mr.  Stanlake  Batson  and  Mr.  Hurfi  Watts 
in  the  Council,  who  at  present  stand  suspended  from  the  service,  they  are  not 
o  act  therein  until  they  have  cleared  themselves  from  the  charges  against 
&em  as  mentioned  m  the  preceding  part  of  this  letter ;  when  they  have  done 
that  to  satisfaction,  they  are  then  to  have  their  rank  and  be  employed  as  usual 

18.  Mr.  Francis  Sykes  appointed  as  before  noticed  Eleventh  in  Council 
ceeds  to  Ins  station  either  in  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  bound  to  Fort  sTcc 
or  by  the  way  of  Bombay  on  one  of  the  ships  consigned  to  that  Presidency 
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as  chiefs  at  the  several  subordinate  settlements ;  In  order  to  remedy  this  evil 
therefore  in  future,  we  direct,  that  the  following  chief  ships  and  no  others  be 
filled  by  members  of  Council  to  wit,  Patna,  Cossimbuzar,  Dacca,  Burdwan, 
Chittagong  and  Midnapore,  unless  you  see  necessary  to  add  Lucklpore  by  this 
regulation  ;  there  will  always  be  seven  or  eight  at  the  Board,  and  the  necessity 
of  having  at  any  times  such  a  number  at  Calcutta  is  very  obvious,  and  here 
we  must  remark  that  a  visit  of  Mr,  Hay's  to  Mr.  Johnstone's  at  Burdwan  when 
only  two  were  left  at  the  Board  appears  so  extraordinary  a  step  and  so  wanton 
a  neglect  of  duty  as  obliges  us  to  declare  that  if  very  good  reasons  are  not 
assigned  us  when  gentlemen  of  Council  are  suffered  to  remove  from  or  to 
Calcutta  upon  private  concerns  we  shall  be  highly  displeased. 

20.  One  great  source  of  the  disputes,  misunderstanding  and  difficulties 
which  have  occurred  with  the  country  government  appears  evidently  to  have 
taken  it's  rise  from  the  unwarrantable  and  licentious  manner  of  carrying  on 
the  private  trade  by  the  Company's  servants,  their  gomastahs,  agents  and  others 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  Sub  ah  both  with  respect  to  his  authority  and  the  reve- 
nues justly  due  to  him,  the  diverting  and  taking  from  his  natural  subjects  the 
trade  in  the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  to  which  neither  we  or  any  persons 
whatsoever  dependent  upon  us  or  under  our  protection  have  any  manner  of 
right,  and  consequently  indangering  the  Company's  very  valuable  privileges ; 
in  order  therefore  to  remedy  all  these  disorders  we  do  hereby  positively  order 
and  direct. 

21.  That  from  the  receipt  of  this  letter  a  final  and  effectual  end  be  forth- 
with put  to  the  inland  trade  in  salt,  beetlenut,  tobacco,  and  in  all  other  articles 
whatsoever  produced  and  consumed  in  the  country,  and  that  all  European  and 
other  agents  or  gomastahs  who  have  been  concern'd  in  such  trade  be  imme- 
diately order'd  down  to  Calcutta  and  not  suffer'd  to  return  or  be  replaced  as 
such  by  any  other  persons. 

22.  That  as  our  phirmaund  privileges  of  being  duty  free,  are  certainly  con- 
fined to  the  Company's  export  and  import  trade  only,  you  are  to  have  recourse 
to  and  keep  within  the  liberty  therein  stipulated  and  given  as  nearly  as  can 
possibly  be  done,  but  as  by  the  connivance  of  the  Bengal  Government  and 
constant  usage  the  Company's  covenant  servants  have  had  the  same  benefit 
as  the  Company  with  respect  to  their  export  and  import  trade,  we  are  willing 
they  should  enjoy  the  same  and  that  dusticks41  be  granted  accordingly,  but 
herein  the  most  effectual  care  is  to  be  taken  that  no  excesses  or  abuses  are 
suffer'd  upon  any  account  whatsoever,  nor  dusticks  granted  to  any  others  than 
our  covenant  servants  as  aforesaid,  however  notwithstanding  any  of  our  former 
orders  no  writer  is  to  have  the  benefit  of  a  dustick  until  he  has  served  out  his 
full  time  of  five  years  in  that  station.    Free  merchants  and  others  are  not 
entitled  to,  or  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  Company's  dusticks  but  are  to  pay  the 
usual  duties. 

23.  As  no  agents  or  gomastahs  are  to  reside  on  account  of  private  trade 
at  any  of  the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  all  business  on  account  of  licensed 
private  trade  is  to  be  carried  on  by  and  thro*  the  means  of  the  Company's 
covenant  servants  resident  at  the  several  subordinate  factories,  as  has  been 
usual. 

24.  We  are  under  the  necessity  of  giving  the  beforegoing  orders  in  order 

to  preserve  the  tranquillity  of  the  country  and  harmony  with  the  Nabob,  they 
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are  rather  outlines  than  compleat  directions  which  you  are  to  add  to  and 
improve  upon  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  and  our  meaning  in  them  as  far  as 
may  be  necessary  to  answer  the  desired  purposes.  And  if  any  person  or 
persons  are  guilty  of  a  contravention  of  them  be  they  whomsoever  they  may, 
if  our  own  servants  they  are  to  be  dismissed  the  service,  if  others  the  Company's 
protection  is  to  be  withdrawn  and  you  have  the  liberty  of  sending  them  forth- 
with to  England  if  you  judge  the  nature  of  the  offence  requires  it. 

25.  We  cannot  avoid  in  this  place  taking  notice  of  the  endeavours  of 
President  Vansittart  to  form  a  plan5  of  regulations,  which,  tho'  it  appeared  so 
advantageous  to  individuals,  was  strongly  censured  by  the  majority  of  the 
Council,  as  not  giving  them,  according  to  their  way  of  judging  a  sufficient 
scope  for  their  unwarrantable  trade  ;  however,  we  are  satisfied  of  the  President's 
good  intentions,  but  at  the  same  time  we  say  it  was  not  calculated  so  as  to 
prevent  future  misunderstandings  with  the  Subah  and  his  government  because 
thereby  an  inland  trade  was  to  be  admitted  of,  which  as  has  been  before? 
•observed  would  certainly  be  attended  with  constant  embroils  and  difficulties. 

26.  In  our  letter  of  the  30th  of  December  last  we  named  the  persons 
who  were  to  compose  the  Select  Committee  at  your  Presidency,  but  as  from 
the  beforegoing  alterations  there  is  necessarily  some  variation.    We  therefore 
hereby  order  and  direct,  that  it  consists  of  the  following  named  persons  vizt., 

Henry  Vansittart  Esqr President  or  the  President  for  the 

time  being. 

John  Spencer  Esqr Or  the  Second  in  Council  for  the 

time  being. 

Brigadier  General  John  Caillaud  . 

Mr.  William  McGwire 

Mr.  Harry  Verelst 

Mr.  Warren  Hastings 

and  whenever  by  death  or  otherwise  the  said  Committee  is  reduced  under 
the  number  of  six,  the  vacancies  are  to  be  filled  up  by  the  remaining  members 
of  the  said  Committee  with  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

27.  The  beforegoing  part  of  this  letter  tho'  dated  as  hcreundcr  was  drawn 
up  before  the  arrival  of  the  Lapwing  from  Ft.  St.  George  with  the  disagree- 
able intelligence  of  your  rupture  with  Cossim  Aly  Cawn. 

28.  It  appearing  by  the  said  advices  that  Mr.  Stanlake  Batson  has  in  a 
great  degree  preserved  in  his  bad  behaviour  we  do  hereby  order  that  he  be 
immediately  disrniss'd  the  Company's  service  and  sent  to  England  in  one  of 
the  ships  that  will  be  dispatched  in  the  season  of  the  year  1765. 

We  are, 

Your  Loving  Friends, 
John  Dorrien  /  Lau,  Sulivan  /  George 
Amyand  /  John  Boyd  /  Cha.  Cutts  / 
Fredk.  Pigou/Richd.  Warner /H. 
Crabb  Boulton  /  J.  Purling  /  G.  Rooke  / 
John  Manship  /  John  Harrison  /  Robt. 
T  ,  .  .  .  Burrow  /  Hen.  Hadley  /  John  Browne  / 

^n?fW  „*  Timothy  Tullie/Wm.  Webber /'Wm. 

the  8th  February  1764,  Snell  /  Charles  Chambers. 


LETTER  DATED  9  FEBRUARY  1764 

Delegation  of  full  powers  to  the  President  and  Select  Committee  to  restore 
tranquillity  in  Bengal. 

OUR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  In  Bengal 

Having  with  great  concern  learnt  by  the  advices  received  by  the  Lapwing 
from  Fort  St.  George  that  our  affairs  in  Bengal  are  In  the  utmost  confusion, 

in  this  unhappy  situation  It  is  become  absolutely  necessary 
Regarding    parti-    ^     .   i  -L  *         *_  -v~  -L 

cular  powers  grant-    to  ta^e  suc-'1  measures  as  may  restore  tranquility ;  we  have 

ed   to  the  Presidt.    therefore  writ  a  letter  under  this  day's  date,  directed  to 
and      the      Select    Henry  Vansittart  Esqr.  President  and  Governour  at  Fort 

William  and  to  him  only,  but  in  his  absence,  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Governour  and  the  rest  of  the  Select  Committee  for  the  time  being, 
in  which  we  have  conveyed  our  orders,  directions  and  sentiments  hi  the 
clearest  manner  and  delegated  the  fullest  powers  to  the  persons  to  whom  it 
is  so  directed  to  pursue  such  measures  as  they  shall  judge  most  proper  on  this 
unhappy  occasion,  and  President  Vansittart  or  In  his  absence  the  President 
and  Select  Committee  for  the  time  being  will  communicate  to  you  such 
part  thereof  as  he  or  they  shall  think  proper  from  time  to  time ;  in  the  mean 
time  all  our  affairs  are  to  be  conducted  under  the  orders  and  directions  of  the 
said  persons  and  they  are  to  be  obeyed  by  the  rest  of  the  Council  and  all 
other  the  Company's  servants  accordingly,  and  this  is  to  be  continued  until 
you  have  our  further  order. 

We  are, 

Your  Loving  Friends, 
John  Dorrien  /  Lau.  Sulivan  /  George 
Amyand  /  John  Boyd  /  Cha.  Cutts  / 
Fredk.  Pigou  /  Richd.  Warner  /  H. 
Crabb  Boulton  /  J.  Purling  /  G.  Rooke  / 
John  Manship  /  John  Harrison  /  R.obt. 
Burrow  /  Hen.  Hadley  /  John  Browne  / 

London,  Timothy   Tullie  /  Wm.   Webber  /  Wm. 

9th  Febry.  1764.  Snell  /  Charles  Chambers. 


LETTER  DATED  22  FEBRUARY  1764 

Agreement  with  owners  of  ships — purchase  of  slaves  at  Madagascar  for 
Fort  Marlborough — Governor  and  Council  authorised  to  send  back  unlicensed 
persons  whose  conduct  is  prejudicial — directions  to  enlarge  all  investments — 
negotiations  to  be  carried  on  with  the  Dutch  Council  to  prevent  the  farm$  of 
saltpetre  from  falling  in  the  hands  of  Muhammadan  merchants — proposal  of 
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cartel  by  the  Dutch  for  exchange  of  deserters—  amicable  settlement  with 
Dutch  factories  regarding  opium  trade—strictures  on  Nandakumar's  conduct 
_  affair  of  Khwajah  Petrus  —  discontinuance  of  assistance  to  Raja  of  Manipur 
against  Surma  approved  —  concern  over  the  slow  progress  of  works  at 
Fort  William—  averse  to  fortifying  Chittagong  —  revenues  of  Bengal  Presi- 
dency —  enquiry  into  frauds  —  claims  to  bonds  lost  at  the  capture  of  Calcutta- 
account  of  Restitution  Fund  for  European  sufferers—  no  objection  to  receipt  of 
legacies  from  Omichand  for  benefit  of  Foundling  and  Magdalen  Hospitals  — 
power  of  granting  pardons  to  be  obtained  by  the  Court  —  powers  of  the  Mayor's 
Court  —  capture  of  the  Susanna  Margaretta  —  strained  relations  with  the  Danes. 

(|UR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  advices  under  date  of  the  30th  December  were   sent   per 
Worcester  ;  Caernarvon  and  Devonshire  containing  some  general  informations 
and  directions,  with  a  letter  from  our  Secretary  under  the  Secret  Committee's 
directions  addressed  to  the  Governour  separately  of  the  21st  ultimo  sent  by 
the  two  latter  ships  the  contents  whereof  are  to  be  communicated  to  you  as 
soon  after  the  Caernarvon's  arrival  as  he  shall  judge  proper. 

2.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  give  you   such   additional  ones   as   have 
occurred  since  and  make  some  observations  upon  the  most  material  parts  of 
the  advices  rec'd  from  your  Presidency  in  the  course  of  last  season,  all  which 
we  arrange  under  the  usual  heads. 

3.  It  being  most  likely  that  the  Worcester  will  reach  Fort  St.  George 
before  the  two  above  mentioned  ships  and  as  it  is  of  consequence  you  should 
have  the  packet  by  that  ship,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  President  and  Council  are 
directed  to  forward  it  to  you  by  the  very  first  good  sea  conveyance  they  can 
provide.    Proper  directions  are  also  given  for  sending  to  you  with  the  utmost 
dispatch  either  of  the   other  packets   if  contrary   to   our   expectations   the 
Caernarvon   or   Devonshire   should    arrive    at   Fort    St.    George    before    the 
Worcester. 

4.  You  will  receive  this  letter  in  four  transcripts  by  the  ships  Duke  of 
Albany,  Vansittart,  Lapwing  and  Earl  of  Lincoln,  one  of  the  Fort  St.  George 
and  China  ships. 

5.  The  ships  Princess  Augusta  and  Duke  of  Richmond  left  the  Dowries 
the  14th  December,  but  the  former  springing  a  dangerous  leak  returned  to 
Plymouth  the  31st  of  the  same  month  for  the  finding  out  and  stopping  of 
which  it  was  necessary  she  should  be  docked,  it  has  been  accordingly  done 
and  being  in  a  good  condition  to  prosecute  her  voyage  she   sailed  from 
Plymouth. 

6.  The  Earl  of  Holdernesse  in  her  way  to  the  Downes  unfortunately  run 
ashore  and  was  stranded  near  Deale  the  llth  January.    The  ten  chests  of  trea- 
sure for  the  West  Coast  being  saved  were  laden  on  the  Admiral  Watson     Part 

^^  ^  gready  damaSed>  but  the  shiP  ^  entirely 


°f 

h  P  Earl  °f  El&n  burthen          tons 

Thomas  Cooke  Commander  and  have  stationed  her  as  the  Earl  of 
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Holdernesse  was  for  Fort  Marlborough  and  China,  the  time  of  her  Departure 
is  intended  to  be  about  the  25th  of  March.  \  > 


of  shipping 


*  y        "—" 

*'  '  "I 


8.  In  our  letter  of  the  30th  of  December  we  mentioned  about  what  times 
it  was  intended  the  ships  of  this  season  would  be  dispatched  to  the  several 
places  of  therr  destination.    As  the  times  of  their  departure  will  be  noticed 
in  the  lists  sent  in  the  respective  packets,  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  those 
particulars  here,  and  you  are  therefore  referred  to  the  said  lists.    We  are  to 
remark  however  that  several  of  the  said  ships  (particularly  among  those  de- 
signed for  Fort  St.  George  and  China)  have  not  been  got  ready  by  their  owners 
so  soon  as  was  appointed  and  we  wished  for. 

9.  We  informed  you  in  our  said  letter  we  had  fixed  upon  the  Fort  William 
Capt.  Edward  Roach  and  the  Success  Capt.  [  ............  ]*  to  purchase  slaves  at 

Madagascar  for  the  service  of  Fort  Marlborough  Presidency1:   as  it  may  be 
someway  necessary  for  your  being  acquainted  with  the  principal  parts  of  our 
agreements  with  the  owners  of  the  said  ships,  this  is  therefore  to  make  known 
to  you: 

That  each  ship  is  to  be  esteemed  as  a  ship  of  350  tons  burthen  to  carry 
26  guns  and  be  navigated  by  70  Europeans  the  captain  and  officers  included, 
who  are  to  be  victualled  and  paid  by  the  owners. 

That  they  are  to  proceed  from  England  to  Madagascar  where  the  owners 
undertake  to  purchase  slaves  at  their  own  expence  to  be  delivered  at  Fort 
Marlborough  the  Company  allowing  them  for  each  slave  that  shall  be  on 
board  at  the  ships  departure  from  Madagascar,  fifteen  pounds  a  head,  two 
thirds  of  the  number  to  be  males  from  fifteen  to  forty  years  of  age,  and  one 
third  females  from  fifteen  to  twenty  five  years  of  age  ;  boys  and  girls  from  ten 
to  fifteen  are  to  be  reckoned  two  for  one. 

That  as  an  inducement  to  the  commanders  and  chief  mates  to  exert  them- 
selves in  procuring  as  large  a  number  of  slaves  as  their  ships  can  conveniently 
carry,  and  to  encourage  the  surgeons  to  take  the  proper  care  of  them  in  the 
passage,  there  is  to  be  allowed  twenty  shillings  for  every  slave  shipped  at 
Madagascar  to  be  divided  vizt.,  13s  4d  a  head  to  the  commander  and  6s  8d  to 
the  chief  mate,  also  for  every  one  delivered  at  Fort  Marlboro'  the  commander 
is  to  be  allowed  the  further  sum  of  6s  8d  and  the  chief  mate  3s.  4d.  The 
surgeon  is  likewise  to  be  allowed  ten  shillings  for  each  slave  landed  at  Fort 
Marlborough. 

That  fifty  passengers  or  soldiers  are  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Marlborough  on 
each  ship  for  whom  the  owners  will  be  paid  here  the  usual  passage  money  of 
ten  pounds  a  head. 

That  the  demorage  of  each  ship  is  to  commence  ninety  days  after  arrival 
at  Madagascar  at  the  rate  of  £8-15  a  day  and  to  continue  until  the  time  of 
sailing  from  thence  for  Fort  Marlborough  which  must  be  on  or  before  the 
30th  November  next  at  furthest  and  then  to  cease. 

That  the  owners  are  to  be  allowed  four  pence  a  day  for  the  diet  of  each 
soldier  o-r  passenger  during  the  ships  detention  at  Madagascar  as  aforesaid. 

*  H.  Gardiner 
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That  they  be  allowed  seventeen  pounds  per  ton  in  full  for  the  cost  freight 
and  all  other  charges  on  such  salt  provisions  as  shall  be  delivered  at  Fort 

Maryborough,  also  ten  pounds  per  ton  for  rice  after  the  same  has  been  exam- 
ined and  found  sufficiently  good  and  fit  for  service,  it  being  meant  in  case  the 

agents  for  the  owners  should  not  succeed  in  the  procuring  a  proper  number 
of  slaves  that  the  cargoes  or  the  remainder  thereof  be  disposed  of  in  the  pur- 
chase of  provisions. 

That  if  the  said  ships  shall  be  detained  on  their  arrival  upon  the  West 
Coast  more  than  twenty  days  for  the  delivery  of  the  slaves  and  cargoes  their 
demorage  is  to  commence  at  the  expiration  thereof  at  the  rate  of  £11-13-4  per 
diem. 

That  in  case  there  shall  be  occasion  to  continue  the  said  ships  longer  in 
the  Company's  service  than  die  said  twenty  days  then  each  ship  is  to  be  allowed 
fifteen  pounds  a  day  in  consideration  whereof  the  Company  are  to  have  the 
entire  use  of  the  ship  during  the  whole  time  she  shall  be  so  engaged  for. 

That  the  owners  of  each  ship  will  be  paid  here  by  way  of  impress  or 
advance  on  account,  the  sum  of  £2500  and  the  accounts  arc  to  be  finally  settled 
on  the  delivery  of  the  slaves  and  cargo  upon  the  West  Coast,  the  dollars  being 
to  be  reckoned  at  five  shillings  each. 

That  after  the  said  ships  are  discharged  from  the  Company's  service  they 
are  to  be  at  the  entire  disposal  of  the  owners,  upon  these  conditions  neverthe- 
less that  they  are  not  to  be  returned  to  Europe  nor  upon  any  account  or  pre- 
tence whatsoever  be  sold  to  the  French  or  any  other  European  nation  except- 
ing- die  English,  nor  sold  to  any  of  the  country  powers  without  the  leave  or 
permission  of  the  Company's  Governour  and  Council,  Chief,  Agents  or  Resi- 
dents at  such  place  where  the  said  ships  shall  be  so  disposed  of,  and  that  at 
whatever  settlement  they  shall  happen  to  be  disposed  of,  the  said  Governors 
and  Council,  Chief  Agents  or  Residents  are  to  take  security  of  the  person 
or  persons  who  purchase  the  same  that  they  shall  submit  to  these  conditions. 

That  as  the  accounts  of  the  said  ships  are  to  be  finally  adjusted  between 
the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  Marlborough  and  the  commanders  or 
agents  for  the  owners  and  the  balances  paid  there  if  they  are  sufficiently  in 
cash  for  Ae  purpose  if  not,  the  said  President  and  Council  arc  to  Kivc  certi- 
ficates or  bills  of  exchange  for  the  said  ballances  upon  any  of  our  other  Presi- 


or  if  thc  *8^s  for  the 

owners  shall  chose  this  last  mentioned  method. 

The  beforegoing  informations  will  be  sufficient  to  give  you  a  general  idea 
of  our  agreement  and  intentions  with  respect  to  the  slid  tL  ship^  the  For 
WMum  and  Success;  what  further  may  be  necessary  in  case  thev  '  haracn  to 
come  to  your  Presidency  wiU  be  communicated  to  you  by  The  ^  SsMe 
Council  of  Fort  Marlborough.   The  commanders/  officers   and   ships 
pany's  may  continue  in  and  get  employment  in  the  East  L£  if  they 
^r;^^  SU?rP^^  shall  not  be  izuxmata^th  « 


22  FEBRUARY    1764  13 

it  will  be  right  to  prevent  our  incurring  the  heavy  expence  of  fifteen  pounds  a 
day  for  each ;  however  this  must  depend  upon  circumstances  which  we  must 
leave  to  the  prudence  of  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  Marlborough  in 
the  first  instance  and  to  you  and  our  other  Presidencies]  so  far  as  you  or 
they  may  have  any  concerns  or  transactions  with  the  said  ships. 

10.  The  commanders  of  the  several  ships  in  the  Company's  service  having 
hitherto  been  furnished  with  commissions  under  the  Company's  seal  autho- 
rizing them  to  arrest,  seize  and  send  and  remit  to  England  all  persons  who 
shall  be  found  in  the  East  Indies  contrary  to  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament 
made  in  that  behalf  and  cited  in  the  said  commissions,  as  we  do  not  find  the 
granting  such  commissions  to  our  commanders  has  had  any  good  effect,  on 
the  contrary,  it  has  afforded  them  to  an  opportunity  of  distressing  country 
traders,  by  taking  away  their  men,  under  a  pretence  of  their  compleating  their 
ships  complement,  we  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  discontinue  the  practice 
of  granting  the  captains  of  our  Europe  ships  the  said  commissions. 

11.  With  respect  to  our  several  Presidencies  the  Governours  and  Councils 
have,  in  consequence  of  the  powers  they  are  invested  with,  sufficient  authority 
to  send  home  such  unlicenced  persons  whose  conduct  shall  be  in  any  manner 
prejudicial  to  the  Company. 

12.  Martin  Biggleston  late  Third  Mate  of  the  Earl  Temple  who  deserted 
from  his  said  station  at  Fort  St.  George  is  to  be  sent  home  as  an  unlicenced 
person  whenever  he  shall  be  found  at  your  Presidency. 

13.  On  set[t]ling  accounts  with  the  owners  of  the  Onslow  we  find  that 
several  goods  are  specified  on  the  bill  of  lading  and  by  accounts  sent  from  your 
Presidency,  as  short  delivered  of  what  were  consigned  from  England,  which 
Capt.  Hinde  assures  us  were  all  (except  some  cordage  used  by  him  in  the 
voyage)  delivered  at  Fort  St.  George  by  order  of  the  Governour  and  Council, 
and  afterwards  when  he  was  dispatched  to  Bengal  not  sent  aboard  again  with 
the  other  articles ;  for  want  of  your  properly  and  particularly  specifying  the 
marks,  numbers  and  quantities  of  the  goods,  so  said  to  be  short  delivered, 
we  cannot  finish  their  accounts.    You  are  therefore  by  the  return  of  the  next 
ship  to  send  us  a  very  particular  account  of  the  said  articles,  and  in  future  you 
must  be  [very]   full  and  explicit  in  your   accounts   of  damages   and"  short 
deliveries,  and  likewise  make  them  an  article  in  your  account  current  with  the 
owners  of  every  ship. 

14.  You  inform  us  that  since  the  late  alterations  in  the  charterparty  it 
is  a  practice  with  the  commanders  to  protest  in  general  against  short  weight 
and  short  delivery  without  having  any  particular  reasons  for  so  doing  as  you 
assure  us  was  the  case  of  Capt.  Glover  of  the  Warren.    If  this  practice  Is  conti- 
nued care  must  be  taken  on  your  part  in  every  instance  to  send  us  a  true  state 
of  the  case  with  your  opinion  thereupon  that  we  may  not  be  at  a  loss  on 
settling  accounts  with  the  owners, 

15.  When  the  ships  Drake  and  Hardwicke  were  dispatched  from  Ingellee, 
some  goods  were  returned  and  endorsed  off  their  bills  of  lading,  which  endorse- 
ments on  examination  here  appear  to  have  been  done  in  a  very  careless  and 
irregular  manner,  several  numbers  being  there  mentioned  which  are  not  in 
tjhe  invoices,  and  others  not  corresponding  with  the  bales  received,  you  must 
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therefore  send  us  by  the  first  opportunity  rectified  accounts  of  the  returned 
goods  by  the  said  sMps  and  take  care  that  this  business  is  executed  with  more 
care  for  the  future. 

16.  There  were  many  pieces  of  muslins  deficient  by  the  Fox  of  the  quan- 
tities invoiced  as  you  will  observe  by  our  Warehousekeeper's  account  now  trans- 
mitted to  you.    The  package  of  the  bales  appeared  in  good  condition,  so  that 
there  was  no  reason  to  suspect  their  having  been  opened  since  they  were  first 
packed  and  of  course  they  must  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  Warehouse- 
keeper.    It  is  necessary  you  should  make  a   strict   enquiry  into   an   affair 
attended  with  so  great  loss  and  give  us  an  account  thereof  by  the  first  con 
veyance,  and  also  to  take  proper  measures  for  effectually  preventing  the  like 
in  future, 

17.  With  respect  to  your  letting  out  the  Godolphin  to  freight  we  must 
observe  that  the  terms  were  very  disadvantageous  to  the  Company  upon  the 
contract  made  with  the  freighters,  the  30,001  rupees  paid  by  them  for  ten 
months  amounting  to  no  more  than  £3050-2-4  whereas  the  demorage  paid  by 
the  Company  for  those  ten  months  amounts  to  £551742  so  that  the  Company 
lose  more  than  £1400  by  that  contract.    As  to  what  you  write  about  an  abate- 
ment made  to  the  freighters  on  the  account  of  the  time  lost  by  docking  at 
Bombay,  the  method  you  pursued  on  that  account  was  right,  and  as  we  have 
adjusted  this  matter  with  the  owners  to  our  satisfaction,  you  may  deliver  the 
freighters  up  their  obligation. 

18.  The  journals  of  the  ships  Chesterfield  and  Norfolk  should  have  been 
sent  to  us  properly  certified  by  the  commanders  as  dieir  original  journals  of 
the  Recurrences  and  transactions  of  their  voyages.    We  suppose  those  books  to 
be  in  your  possession,  if  not  you  are  to  procure  them  from  the  persons  who 
have  them,  and  in  either  case  send  them  by  the  next  conveyances.    And  you 
are  to  observe  it  as  a  standing  rule  in  future  that  the  journals  of  all  ships  sent 
to  India  and  not  intended  to  be  returned  to  England  arc  in  like  manner  to 
be  remitted  to  us. 

19.  We  have  with  great  satisfaction  observed  the  prudent  measures  taken 
by  you  for  the  security  of  our  shipping  and  the  trade  in  general  against  the 

Lre.  I4th  Febry.     designs  of  the  three  French  ships  of  war  which  were  cruising 

^ars,  3,  II,  36.       n^f?  Road2  *  ^  months  of  J*™ory  and  February 

1763-  And  we  must  acknowledge  that  it  was  to  your  care 
the  spending  danger  was  averted,  and  that  we  suffered  no  loss  after  you 
received  advice  of  their  being  at  the  said  station, 

I*  TS  Wdl  calculated  and  ^d  it  been   attended 
!        I"  7          ^   mlght   reasonal%    Batter    themselves    with 

tur   of  tr^t  7   ^  SrS5le  WOW  than  Aat  we  rec^d  ^  ^eir 
capture  of  the  Walpole  upon  the  Coast  of  Choromandel,  and  we  think  our- 

oVour  other 
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made  him  on  the  part  of  the  Company  of  one  thousand  rupees.  And  it  was 
very  right  in  the  merchants  of  the  settlement  to  make  him  a  handsome 
present  for  the  benefit  they  received  in  their  private  fortunes  by  his  said  good 
service.  And  if  you  can  give  him  further  encouragement  it  will  be  still  more 
pleasing  to  us. 

22.  You  did  well  in  giving  Capt.  Henry  Wedderburn3  the  thanks  of  the 
Board  for  his  good  services,  on  this  occasion  during  his  cruize  in  the  Sea  Horse 
sloop  and  as  you  point  him  out  to  us  as  a  man  of  merit  and  very  fit  to  succeed 
Captain  Scott  in  the  post  of  Master  Attendant,  Capt.  Page  Keble  not  being 
arrived  from  Bombay,  we  do  therefore  agree  that  if  Capt.  Keble  does  not 
chose  to  take  upon  him  the  office  of  Master  Attendant  at  Fort  William  upon 
the  death  or  otherwise  of  Capt.  Scott  and  signifies  the  same  to  you  in  writing 
upon  your  giving  him  notice  of  such  vacancy  agreeable  to  the  directions  in 
our  letter  of  the  13th  March  1761  that  in  such  case  Captain  Wedderburn  do 
succeed  thereto, 

Secondly  of  goods  from  Europe  or  from  one  part  of  India  to  another 

23.  In  answer  to  the  29th  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  April  1762 
and  the  Commissary  of  Artillery's  report  therein  referred  to  we  are  to  inform 
you  that  no  brass  guns  howitzers  or  mortars  are  sent  out  by  the  Company 
but  what  are  proved  at  the  King's  warren4  at  Woolwich  by  His  Majesty's 
Proof  Masters  where  they  undergo  the  same  inspection  and  examination  in 
every  particular  as  those  for  His  Majesty's  service,  and  none  received  but 
what  are  in  as  perfect  a  condition  as  they  should  be  were  they  to  be  deli- 
vered into  the  King's  stores,  and  they  are  made  conformable  to  draughts 
received  from  the  Office  of  Ordnance.    The  trunnion  and  cascable  always 
remain  unfinished  until  the  carriage  and  elevating  screw  are  fitted  to  the 
gun,  for  which  reason  they  must  still  be  sent  in  that  state,  and  indeed  they 
are  delivered  so  into  the  King's  stores,  an  iron  spike  must  even  be  in  the 
center  of  the  cylinder  to  keep  the  core  in  its  proper  place  when  the  gun  is  cast, 
but  this  is  always  bored  down  to  the  bottom.    We  apprehend  the  Commis- 
sary must  have  made   a  mistake  in   saying  it's   impossible  to  fire  twenty 
rounds  without  their  vents  being  blown  as  this  is   a  circumstance  looked 
upon  as  highly  improbable  and  what  we  are  assured  by  the  founder  has  never 
been  known  to  happen  to  the  best  of  his  information.    Upon  the  whole  as  we 
know  the  importance  of  having  our  artillery  in  the  best  condition,  we  shall 
continue  to  give  such  directions  to  every  person  concerned  as  will  we  hope 
prevent  any  real  occasion  for  complaints. 

24.  The  surgeons  letter  mentioned  in  yours  of  the   13th  of  December 
respecting  the  medicines  and  instruments  has  been  taken  proper  notice  of, 
and  the  necessary  instructions  given  this  season  for  their  being  put  up  as 
recommended  to  prevent  the  like  accidents  happening  again  as  are  therein 
noticed. 

25.  We  acquainted  you  in  our  letter  of  the  30th  December  that  the 
Government  intended  to  send  out  about  128  tons  of  victualling  stores,  one 
moiety  whereof  was  to  be  sent  to  Fort  St.  George,  and  the  other  to  Bombay, 
We  are  now  to  inform  you  that  only  11  tons  will  be  sent  in  the  whole  and 
that  is  all  laden  on  the  ship  Worcester. 
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Thirdly  of  Investments 

26.  Having  given  our  sentiments  very  fully  in  our  letter  of  the  30th 
of  December  upon  the  subject  of  your  investment,  we  have  only  now  to  refer 

you  to  the  same  for  your  most  careful  attention  depending 
Lre.  30th  Octr.      Upon    your    exerting    yourselves    to    enlarge    it    at    every 

settlement  and  residency  wherever  it  can  be  done  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  quantities,  qualities  and  sortments,  mentioned  in  the  lists 
transmitted  to  you  this  season,  and  here  we  are  to  observe  you  are  endeavour- 
ing to  encourage  the  provision  of  piece  goods  at  Chittagong  which  we  hope 
will  be  attended  with  the  desired  success ;  with  respect  to  raw  silk  in  particular 
you  did  right  in  directing  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Cossimbuzar  to  extend 
the  provision  of  that  article  as  much  as  possible,  and  we  shall  hope  by  the 
next  season's  shipping  to  see  the  good  effects  of  your  said  directions. 

27.  We  find  Mr.  De  la  Porte  has  informed  you  he  believed  he  could  be 
of  most  service  to  the  Company  in  regulating  the  investments  of  fine  cloths 

Lre   13th  Deer       and  ^  pieCC  SQO<is>  and  tllat  in  consequence  thereof  he 
pa.  9.'    J        CCr'      was  to  Proceed  to  Dacca  taking  Cossimbuzar  in  his  way.    As 

we  have  a  good  opinion  of  his  knowledge  and  judgment 
in  Bengal  goods  we  shall  depend  upon  your  employing  him  wherever  and  in 
whatever  manner  you  shall  think  most  for  the  advantage  of  the  Company. 

28.  Mr.  De  la  Porte  we  find  has  represented  to  you  that  his  stipend  or 
salary  (of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year)  is  insufficient  to  defray  his  necessary 

Lre.  14th  Feb  exPences>  and  you  assure  us  his  representation  is  just ;  we 
pa.  34.  '  are  willing  to  give  him  all  due  encouragement  to  serve  the 

Company  in  his  station  with  alacrity.  We  therefore  leave 
it  to  you  to  give  him  such  a  gratuity  as  you  shall  think  reasonable  and  be 
may  be  deserving  of  provided  his  salary  and  gratuity  together  do  not  exceed 
the  annual  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds. 

29     At  the  time  we  framed  the  list  of  investment  die  coraJis  of  the 
natural  colour  mentioned  m  your  letter  of  the  13th  December  1762  were  not 

Lre  30th  Octr  !£ld'  ^  that  We  C°uld  not  thcrcin  8ivc  any  opinion  of 
pa.  43,  13  Deer.  th<T?1' ?ut  we  can  now  «rf°rm  you  that  they  were  tolerably 
pa.  10.  well  lied,  therefore  besides  the  quantity  of  that  article 

already  ordered  we  would  have  two  thousand  t 
made  and  sent  us  without  any  dye,  of  the  usual  length  and  breadth  of  t; 
to  be  manufactured  m  the  best  manner  you  can  have  them  done 


aUSWer  t0  WlT  y°U  Say  in  y°ur  letter  of  the  14th  February  about 
cossajura,  as  we  have  received  only  one  bale  of  stitched  down "within 

Lre.  ,4th  Febry      ^  tw°  Jef s  Past>  «  is  impossible  for  us  to  give  any 
para.  30.  °Plmo11  whether  to  give  the  preference  to  the  cossajwa  or 

»i,     v  ,        a  Sorts'  but  we  h°Pe  to  receivc  some  of  each  done  in 

the  best  manner  by  which  we  shall  be  able  to  form  a  Ugmem  and    n 
consequence  thereof  give  you  the  necessary  direction,          ]Udgmei"  and  in 
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from  all  places  where  goods  are  provided,  and  If  possible  sooner  in  the  season 
than  they  are  generally  transmitted. 

32.    Altho'  we  are  in  hopes  you  will  have  such  success  In  your  Investment 
of  bale  goods  as  will  not  lay  you  under  the  necessity  of  lading  such  large 

proportions  of  salt  petre  In  order  to  make  up  the  charter- 
Lre  14th  Febry.     party  tonnage  of  our  several  ships  as  has  been  the  case 

for  some  time  past,  yet  a  considerable  quantity  will  doubt- 
less be  wanted,  and  as  by  our  relinquishing  (for  the  present  at  least)  our 
exclusive  perwanna  or  grant  for  that  article  in  consequence  of  which  the 
Dutch  have  a  liberty  of  purchasing  as  they  please,  you  are  certainly  very 
right  in  endeavouring  to  settle  such  a  plan  with  the  Directore  and  Council  at 
Chinsura  as  may  contribute  to  prevent  the  farms  falling  again  Into  the  hands 
of  any  of  the  Moor  merchants,  and  to  regulate  the  proportions  for  each 
Company  in  such  a  reasonable  manner  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  interest 
of  both  for  which  purposes  you  proposed  the  salt  petre  should  be  bought 
under  the  sanction  of  our  perwana.  Your  next  letter  we  hope  will  inform  us 
that  this  affair  has  been  settled  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  both  parties, 

Fourthly  of  the  Country  Government  and  transactions  with  the 

French  and  other  European  powers 

33.  We  are  concerned  to  observe  that  there  Is  hardly  a  circumstance  that 
occurs  with  the  Dutch  in  which  they  do  not  aggravate  every  thing  to  Its 

heighth  and  that  in  terms  which  seem  to  be  peculiar  to 
Lre.  9th  April  themselves.  This  among  other  transactions  is  evident  from 
30  Octr  100  what  passed  upon  your  demanding  their  delivering  up 

some  deserters  from  our  troops  at  Patna ;  their  artifice  is 
also  very  apparent  In  their  insisting  upon  a  clause  in  a  cartel  proposed  by 
them  as  mentioned  In  your  letter  of  the  8th  April  1762  for  the  mutual  deliver- 
ing up  of  deserters  excepting,  however,  Dutch  men  who  should  desert  to 
them,  and  vice  versa  English  men  who  should  desert  to  you.  The  prejudice 
to  us  and  the  advantage  on  their  side  if  such  a  clause  had  been  inserted  are 
so  plain  that  you  acted  properly  in  not  agreeing  to  it. 

34.  We  are  extremely  glad  to  find  by  your  letter  of  the  14th  February 
1763  that  the  disagreeable  altercations  and  disputes  between  the  English  and 

„  A,  ^  Dutch  factories  concerning;  the  ophium  trade  have  been 

Lre  [30]  Octr.  jji         i       n      •  j      *       t,        "u  <-  n  + 

1762.  Pa.  32.  accommodated  by  the  President,  when  he  was  at  Patna, 

[24]  Febry.  1763  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties,  as  there  is  reason  to 
pa-  25>  believe  that  both  our  servants  and  those  of  the  Dutch  have 

been  to  blame.  We  strictly  charge  it  upon  you  to  see  that  the  conduct  of 
our  servants  In  the  providing  or  purchasing  this  article  is  such  as  may  prevent 

every  reason  for  complaint,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  greatest  care  must 

be  taken  that  the  Dutch  behave  in  like  manner  to  ours. 

35.  We  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  that  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings 
between  the  commissaries  of  this  Company  and  those  of  the  Dutch  among 
other  of  the  latter's  alledged  grievances  they  complain  that  the  ophium  trade 
at  Patna  has  been  monopolized  by  Mr.   McGwire  and  we  find  by  your 
register  that  the  said  complaint  was  too  well  founded,  you  are  therefore  to 
signify  to  Mr.  McGwire  our  displeasure  at  this  transaction  of  his  and  as 

Vol.  IV— 2 
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such  a  proceeding  in  future  must  prove  very  prejudicial  to  individuals  and  be 
the  means  of  occasioning  embarrasmcnts  to  the  Company,  it  is  our  positive 
order  that  you  take  care  to  prevent  every  kind  of  monopoly  and  if  you  find 
any  person  or  persons  guilty  of  such  unfair  practices  he  or  they  are  to  be 
forthwith  dismissed  from  the  Company's  service. 

36.  Willing  as  we  arc  that  every  occasion  for  disputes  with   the  Dutch 
should  be  industriously  avoided,  and  that  harmony  and  friendship  should  be 
cultivated  with   the   greatest   care   between    the   two   Companies    and    their 
respective  servants  in  India,  yet  a  due  attention  must  be  always  had  to  prevent 
their  infringing  or  breaking  in  upon  our  just  rights  and  privileges,  and  a  strict 
eye  must  be  kept  upon  all  their  motions,  and  you  are  to  send  us  in  the  most 
authentick  manner  whatever  papers  pass  between  you  and  the  Dutch  upon 
any  differences  or  disputes  whatsoever  agreeable  to  our  former  orders  which 
are  sufficiently  laid  down  therein. 

37.  From  the  whole  of  your  proceedings  with  respect  to  Nundcomar,5 
there   seems   to   be   no   doubt   of   his   endeavouring    by    forgery    and    false 

accusations  to  ruin  Ramchurn,0   that  he.  has  been  gniliy 
A-r  ^  iu  °^  carry*nS  on  correspondences  with  the  country   powers 

"lb  Octr/ il 2,  113.    hurtful  to  the  Company's  interests,   and   instrumental   in 

conveying  letters  between  the  Shazacla  and  the  French 
Governor  General  of  Pondicherry  ;  in  short  it  appears  he  is  of  that  wicked  and 
turbulent  disposition  that  no  harmony  can  subsist  in  a  society  where  be  has 
the  opportunity  of  interfering ;  we  therefore  most  readily  concur  with  you 
that  Nundcomar  is  a  person  improper  to  be  trusted  with  his  liberty  in  our 
settlements,  and  capable  of  doing  mischief  if  he  is  permitted  to  go  out  of 
the  province  either  to  the  northward  or  towards  the  Dccan.  We  shall  there- 
fore depend  upon  your  keeping  such  a  watch  over  all  his  actions  as  may  be 
the  means  of  preventing  his  disturbing  the  quiet  of  the  public  or  injuring 
individuals  for  die  future.  b 

38.  In  the  affair  of  Coja  Petmse/  there  seems   to  us  much  reason  to 
doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  letters,  and  especially   as   the   President  has 

Lre  8  Anrii   176?   decla"d   ^   no   such   man   a«   Cawn   Bchadr   so   often 

Pas.  1.  2.  mentioned  m  them  was  ever  seen  or  heard  of  by  him,  nor 

30  Octr.  114.          any  such  proposal  ever  made  to  him,  as  is  therein  men- 

i     *  11       i    tl0ned'  but  as  you  desire  to  be  informed  what  measures  you 

may  kwfuUy  take  in  cases  of  this  nature,  and  particularly  what  proofs  are 

uffiaent  to  authorize  you  to  seize  the  papers  of  persons  accused  ,we  think 

:  ngnt  to  acquaint  you  in  general,  that  where  the  accused  are  the  subjects 

at  the  Indian  princes   great  caution  and  circumspection  must  be  used,  and 

11  7  ^r°r  Cann0t  Procured>  but  you  have  reason  to  think  the  si 
well  founded,  you  are  then  to  endeavour  to  get  such  person  called  or\ 
by  remonstrances  to  his  employers,  and  upon  due  proof  of  euilt  YOU  nr 

™u  sS  rrSdVeS  ?  ?  ^P10^8  Wi*  such  ^encc  o§      lsyg  it  as 
you  shall  be  possessed  of.    The  in,™^   ^   ^ _  upoi/     wd 
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39.  We  are  informed  in  a  letter  from  your   Select  Committee   of  the 
8th  April  1762  that  the  design  against  the  Morattas  at  Cuttack  was  dropped, 

as  from  the  situation  of  affairs  and  the  condition  of  the 
Lre.  8  April  1762.  Na|3O|3j  we  must  have  become  principals  in  the  expedition  ; 

it  is  with  real  pleasure  therefore,  we  find  that  project  was 
not  carried  into  execution  and  we  must  add  that  no  schemes  for  military 
operations  are  to  be  adopted  unless  they  are  evidently  and  most  materially 
necessary  for  the  Company's  interest.  Conquests  are  not  our  aim  and  if  we 
can  secure  and  preserve  our  present  possessions  in  Bengal,  we  shall  rest  well 
satisfied. 

40.  For  the  same  reasons  we  are  well  pleased  that  you  have  engaged 
no  further  in  assisting  the  Rajah  of  Meekly8  for  obtaining  redress  for  some 

grievances  he  complained  to  have  suffered  from  the 
1762  Pa.  46.  47.  Burmahs,  for  although  the  advantages  offered  by  the 
Mr.  Amyatt's  Rajah  may  be  specious  and  you  might  have  an  opportunity 
Lre.  16  Deer.  Q£  gettmg  redress  for  the  repeated  ill  treatment  of  our 
settlement  at  the  Ncgrais,  yet  the  distance  of  the  object,  the  general  weakness 
of  our  forces  and  the  uncertainty  of  success  surely  are  sufficient  reasons 
for  not  proceeding  upon  new  hostilities.  We  do  not  disapprove,  however, 
of  your  ordering  the  detachment  of  six  companys  of  seapoys  to  take  post  at 
Moneypoor  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  and  Council  of  Chittagong, 
provided  it  may  have  been  the  means  of  cultivating  a  friendship  with  the 
said  Rajah,  and  giving  you  an  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  the 
strength,  nature,  and  dispositions  of  the  Burmahs,  that  such  future  use  may 
be  made  of  these  circumstances  as  may  be  really  and  essentially  necessary  for 
the  Company's  interest  and  on  no  other  account  whatsoever,  but  we  shall  still 
be  always  well  pleased  with  and  applaud  your  endeavors  for  opening  any 
new  channels  of  commerce. 

Fifthly  of  fortifications,  buildings  and  revenues 

41.    It  is  matter  of  much  concern  to  us  to  find  by  Mr.  AmphletV  letter 
of  the  6th  of  December  1762  to  which  you  refer  for  the  state  of  the  works  at 

Fort  William  how  slowly  they  go  on  and  particularly  the 


P  Lr/?i  3°  Octor*       little  progress  made  thereon  in  the  course  of  the  preceding 

season,  for  which  we  do  not  find  any  reason  given  either 
by  yourselves  or  Mr.  Amphlett,  we  are  well  satisfied  from  the  whole  tenor 
of  that  gentleman's  conduct  during  the  time  he  has  had  charge  of  that 
fatiguing  branch,  that  the  fault  does  not  lay  at  his  door,  but  whatever  may 
have  been  the  occasion,  we  recommended  it  to  you  in  the  most  serious  manner 
to  see  that  the  utmost  diligence  is  used  for  the  future,  that  the  works  may 
be  carried  on  and  compleated  in  as  frugal  and  expeditious  a  manner  as 
possible.  We  have  often  taken  notice  of  the  heavy  expence  resulting  from 
the  extensive  and  extravagant  projects  of  Mr.  Brohier,  we  must  therefore 
again  recommend  to  your  most  serious  consideration  the  contracting  his  plans 
as  far  as  can  be  reasonably  done,  that  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  soon 
seeing  a  period  to  the  immense  charges  which  have  been  and  we  have  too 
much  reason  to  apprehend  will  still  be  incurred  before  the  works  even  upon 
the  most  contracted  plan  will  be  compleated. 
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42.  We  observe  you  have  some  thoughts  of  fortifying  Chittagong10  which 
YOU  represent  as  being  weak  and  indefensible  at  present  and  for  that  purpose 

had  wrote  to  the  gentlemen  at  that  factory  for  a  plan 
Lre.   14th  Febry.    which  you  say  you  apprize  us  of,  that  we  may  acquaint 
Pa*  32t  you  how   far'  we   shall   approve   of   your   fortifying   that 

settlement ;  from  the  manner  of  your  expressing  yourselves  we  are  under  some 
doubt  you  intended  to  make  a  beginning  before  our  orders  could  he  received, 
but  we  hope  you  have  not  taken  such  a  liberty,  for  we  arc  entirely  averse  to 
vour  undertaking  any  new  works  at  any  of  our  subordinate  settlements  except 
such  as  may  he  absolutely  and  really  necessary  for  housing  goods  and  other 
mercantile  uses  only,  especially  when  we  are  not  fully  informed  of  all  circum- 
stances and  the  proper  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cxpcncc  have  been  laid 
before  us  nothing  of  which  is  done  with  respect  to  Chittagong;  you  arc 
therefore  [not]  to  suffer  any  works  to  be  set  about  at  Chhtagong  without  our 
express  leave. 

43.  We  have  with  great  pleasure  taken  notice  o£  your  frequent  recom- 
mendations of  Mr.  Arnphlett,  we  are  satisfied  they  arc  no  more  than  are  due 

to  his  merit  and  services  and  sorry  we  arc  that  his  health 
Lre  30  Oct.  would  not  permit  of  his  continuing  in  charge  of  the  work 

as  Principal  Engineer,  you  will  consider  ol:  some  station 
agreeable  to  his  standing  wherein  he  may  be  most  useful  to  the  Company  and  at 
the  same  time  advantageous  to  himself  and  promote  him  thereto  as  we  are 
desirous  he  should  have  all  due  encouragement. 

44.  In  consequence  of  what  we  wrote  to  you  on   the  3()th  December, 
Capt.  Fleming  Martin11  proceeds  on  the   Vamittark  to  take   upon  him    ihe 
post  of  Principal  Engineer  of  our  Presidency  at  Fort  William  ;  he  has  been 
extremely  well  recommended  to  us  as  a  gentleman  of  abilities  in  his  profession 
and  we  hope  will  fully  answer  our  expectations.    Besides  his  post  of  Engineer 
he  is  to  succeed  to  the  command  of  Captain  of  one  of  our  artillery  companies 
upon  die  first  vacancy  that  shall  happen  after  his  arrival. 

45.  Captain  Martin  having  no  separate  instructions  or  powers  from  us  as 
engineer,  he  is  to  act  under  your  direction  ;  you  are  therefore  to  give  him 
the  necessary  orders  from  time  to  time  and  furnish  him  with  copies  of  such 
parts  of  our  letters  and  your  own  proceedings  as  may  be  most  useful  to  him 
and  of  whatever  else  may  be  material  for  his  information,  in  doing  which 
you  will  always  have  in  view  the  conducting  the  works  with  the  utmost  diligence, 
economy  and  frugality  so  frequently  recommended  to  your  attention  and  care. 

46.  He  is  to  lay  before  you  from  time  to  time  the  progress  made  in  the 
several  works  carried  on  under  his  direction,  which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  us 
as  often  as  conveyances  offer,  and  at  the  same  times  you  arc  to  give  us  your 
thoughts  and  sentiments  upon  the  whole. 

47.  Captain  Martin  as  Principal  Engineer  is  to  rank  as  Captain  and  to 
have  the  annual  salary  of  three  hundred  pounds  in  full  consideration  for  his 
services  in  that  station.    If  however  he  is  at  any  extraordinary  expcnccs  in 
the  execution  of  his  office,  they  are  to  be  paid.    We  must  leave  it  to  you  to 
judge  of  such  expences,  depending  upon  your  making  no  allowances  but  what 
shall  appear  unavoidable  and  reasonable. 

48.  Although  we  have  not  agreed  to  find  him  an  house  or  apartment, 
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yet  you  arc  to  accommodate  Mm  with  one  if  it  can  be  conveniently  done ; 
but  it  is  not  intended  that  the  Company  should  be  at  any  expence  in  hiring  one. 

49.  Captain  Martin  as  before  observed  is  to  succeed  to  the  command  as 
Captain  of  one  of  our  artillery  companies  upon  the  first  vacancy  that  shall 
happen  after  his  arrival  for  which  he  is  to  have  the  established  pay  of  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year ;  in  the  mean  time  and  until  such  vacancy  happens, 
it  is   our  pleasure  and  direction  that  he  be   allowed  the  said  pay  of  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year.    He  is  to  take  rank  as  Captain  upon  his  arrival  as 
first  of  the  gentlemen  proceeding   this   season   to  your  Presidency  in   that 
rank,  and  his  pay  both  as  Engineer  and  Captain  is  to  commence  upon  such 
his  arrival. 

50.  We  sent  you  last  season  Mr.  John  Fortnom  as  a  Civil  Architect  and 
Assistant  Engineer,  and  this  year  Mr.  Paul  Benfield  proceeds  in  the  like 

capacitys  to  Fort  St.  George  but  if  not  wanted  there  to  be 
Lr^  30  Octr-  sent  to  your  Presidency  as  you  will  observe  by  your  letter 

of  30th  December.  Upon  one  of  these  ships  we  likewise 
send  out  Mr.  James  Butler  to  be  a  practitioner  engineer  and  ensign.  These 
gentlemen  we  hope  will  prove  an  useful  recruit  to  the  said  corps,  and  are  all 
we  can  at  present  engage.  We  must  suppose  that  Lieutenant  Polier  to  whom 
you  have  given  the  rank  of  Captain  Lieutenant,  will  make  a  good  assistant 
to  Captain  Martin  as  you  have  thought  fit  to  give  him  the  charge  of  the  works 
until  we  sent  you  a  Chief  Engineer,  and  as  second  in  rank ;  you  have  our 
leave  therefore  to  continue  him  in  that  station. 

51.  The  revenues  at  your  Presidency  being  now  become  an  object  of 
great  importance,  the  care  and  attention  you  may  discover  for  the  improve- 
ment thereof  cannot  but  be  highly  agreeable  to  us. 

52.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  we  hear  that  the  revenues  of  the  Burdwan 
province12  have  been  encreased  one  lack  and  a  half  for  the  last  year,  but  as 

from  the  annual  advances  that  have  been  agreed  to  by  the 
„  Ll"r ;  ?0-9°ctr-  *^2    Rajah  which  are  so  much  greater  than  he  at  first  seemed 
'  ""'  willing   to   allow   this   province   would   admit   of,   there   is 

reason  to  believe  that  the  real  produce  of  the  lands  may  be  greater  than 
you  have  hitherto  been  able  to  discover,  and  the  lands  themselves  may  by 
good  management  and  a  state  of  tranquility  be  capable  o£  still  further  improve- 
ment ;  we  trust  that  the  revenues  arising  from  them  will  be  proportionably 
encreased. 

53.  As  to  the  provinces  of  Chittagong  and  Midnapore,  we  could  not  but 
hope  to  have  found  an  increase  answerable  to  the  expectations  you  had  given 

us  In  your  letter  of  12th  November  1761  but  whatever  may 

do.  53,  54.  have  been  the  cause  of  the  little  advance  that  has  been 

made  thereon  for  the  last  year,  we  rely  on  your  zeal  and  fidelity  to  take  the 

advantage  of  every  opportunity  that  may  offer  for  the  enlargement  of  these 

revenues. 

54.  As  by  the  method  you  proposed  of  keeping  the  Calcutta  purgannahs 
in  the  Company's  hands  for  one  year,  you  will  undoubtedly  have  obtained  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  measurement,  produce,  and  value  of  these  districts,  we 
hope  that  you  have  by  this  time  established  this  revenue  upon  terms  the  most 
advantageous  to  the  Company, 
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55  The  disposal  of  the  salt  farms  upon  the  terms  you  have  agreed  to, 
vc  must  conclude  to  be  the  best  that  circumstance  would  permit ;  however 
as  we  ourselves  have  not  sufficient  lights  to  judge  how  far  these  revenues  may 
or  ought  to  be  extended,  we  must  rely  on  you  to  make  such  hiturc  improve- 
ments3 as  you  shall  find  practicable  and  expedient. 

56  As  you  mention  that  these  farms  make  a  separate   article  of  the 
Calcutta  revenues,  you  will  take  care  in  your  statement  of  the  purgamwh 
accounts  to  keep  this  under  a  distinct  head  that  we  may  at  all  tunes  readily 
see  the  amount  thereof. 

57.  The  method  you  have  fixed  on  for  levying  on  the  inhabitants  a 
proportion  of  the  expence  for  repairing  roads,  making  drains  &ca,  appears  to 
us  the  best  expedient  for  removing  all  difficulties  you  were  under  with  regard 
to  so  necessary  a  charge  and  you  will  perceive  by  our  letter  of  the  9th  March 
1763,   that  we   ourselves   were   under    some   doubts   how   far    we    might   be 
authorized  by  our  Charter  to  make  assessments  for  such  purposes,  therefore 
as  the  doubling  the  tax  on  ground  rents  (which  before  was  rated  very  low) 
seems  liable  to  no  objections,  we  entirely  approve  of  your   determination 
thereon. 

58.  Although  you  have  not  compleated  your  enquiry  into  the  frauds 
committed  by  several  persons  concerned  in  the  new  works,  yet  it  sufficiently 

appears  from  the  progress  you  have  made  therein  that  the 

Lie.  30  Octr.          Comnanv  have  been  notoriously  abused,  and  sorry  we  are 
Pas.  58.  59.  61.  *       ;        ,  r  /  -   *      TV* 

to  observe   that   two   of  our   late   servants,   vizt.,   Messrs. 

Mackett  and  Boddam  are  suspected  of  participating  in  the  said  frauds  during 
the  times  of  their  respective  paymasterships,  the  first  to  the  amount  of  forty 
thousand  rupees  and  the  other  twenty  thousand  rupees ;  we  shall  expect  to 
see  the  final  result  of  your  enquiry  and  as  you  by  this  time  must  be  well 
informed  of  the  various  methods  which  have  been  taken  to  wrong  the 
Company,  you  will  be  the  better  able  to  guard  against  the  like  in  future, 
and  we  shall  accordingly  depend  upon  your  constant  care  and  attention  to 
that  purpose. 

59.  You  will  omit  no   opportunities   of   recovering   whatever    it    shall 
evidently  appear  the  Company  have  been  wronged  of,  [so]  far  as  the  effects 
of  any  of  the  delinquents  may  be  come  at ;  Brohier  you  inform  us  was  at 
Columbo  and  Lowis  his  late  assistant  died  at  Batavia ;  we  fear  therefore  little 
can  be  expected  from  those  quarters,  however,  so  long  as  any  probability 
remains  your  care  must  be  continued. 

60.  As  you  assure  us  that  after  the  strictest  enquiry,  Mr.  Francis  Charlton 
has  altogether  acquitted  himself  of  having  had  any  concern  whatever  in  the 

gross  frauds  committed  in  carrying  on  the  works  and  that 
Pas.  60*,  71.  y°u  are  ^y  convinced  whatever  negligence  may  appear 

on  his  part  was  owing  to  his  ill  state  of  health,  depending 
therefore  upon  your  assurances  and  representation  of  Mr.  Charlton's  case, 
we  do  consent  to  his  being  restored  to  our  service  and  he  is  accordingly 
to^take  his  standing  therein  in  the  rank  he  stood  at  the  time  of  his  dis- 
mission; but  let  him  know  we  shall  expect  he  will  convince  us  by  a  faith- 
ful and  diligent  discharge  of  his  duty  that  this  favour  is  not  improperly 
conferred.  *  •  '  4  *  / 
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Sixthly  and  seventhly  of  covenant  and  military  servants  and  accounts 

61.  Having  appointed  twenty  five  writers  upon  the  Bengal  establishment 
last  season  and  fourteen  this,  we  are  very  certain  if  proper  care  is  taken  to 
keep  them  to  their  duty,  you  can  have  no  reason  to  complain  for  want  of 
assistance,  and  that  they  may  be  kept  to  their  duty,  you  are  strictly  to  attend 
to  and  carry  into  execution  the  instructions  and  orders  we  gave  on  this  head 
in  our  letter  of  17th  December  1762. 

62.  Upon  the  decease  of  your  two  chaplains,  Mr.  Cape  and  Mr.  Stavely, 
Lre.  1 8?]  April       we  observe  you  have  appointed  and  recommended  for  our 

1762,  Pa.  23.  confirmation,    the    Revd.    Mr.    William    Hurst,    Chaplain 

[pf T  H  DeCr'  to  Admiral  Cornish  and  Mr.  William  Parry,  Chaplain  to 

do.  17*  Deer.  1762.    His  Majestys  84th  Regiment  of  both  which  gentlemen  you 
Pa-  42»  give  good  characters,  but  as  we  have  never  had  more  than 

two  chaplains  upon  the  Bengal  establishment  and  we  sent  out  last  season  the 
Revd.  Mr.  Furnival  Bowen  as  one  of  them,  he  is  to  be  the  first  chaplain  in 
rank,  and  we  confirm  your  appointment  of  Mr.  Hurst  who  is  to  be  the  second. 

63.  If  there  is  a  vacancy  by  the  decease  of  Mr.  Bowen  or  Mr.  Hurst  then 
we  would  have  it  filled  up  by  the  Revd.   Mr.  Parry,  but  if  both  the  first 
mentioned  gentlemen  are  at  Fort  William,  he  is  to  remain  there  in  the  rank 
of  third  chaplain  until  there  is  a  vacancy  by  the  death  or  coming  away  of 
either  of  them,  or  he  is  to   succeed  on  any  vacancy  at  our  Presidency  at 
Fort  St.  George  or  that  of  Bombay,  but  after  Mr.  Parry  is  provided  for4n 
any  of  the  beforementioned  modes  you  are  to  return  to  the  original  establish- 
ment of  having  no  more  at  any  one  time  than  two  chaplains. 

64.  We  think  it  reasonable  that  the  surgeons   and  assistants  who  are 
employed   in   attending   our   troops   should  be  deemed   as  much   upon   the 

establishment  as  others,  and  be  entitled  to  succeed  to  be 
paLl3g8  Apnl  1762  head  surgeons  at  the  Presidency  as  vacancies  happen 

according  to  their  rank  if  you  are  fully  satisfied  of  their 
abilities ;  altho'  in  general  we  would  have  them  advanced  in  turn  It  is 
not  to  be  observed  as  an  invariable  rule,  for  the  man  of  superior  abilities  should 
always  have  the  preference  and  this  we  leave  to  you  to  determine  upon, 
depending  upon  your  making  your  choice  without  any  other  consideration 
whatsoever  than  is  due  to  merit. 

65.  We  have  given  leave  for  Mr.  Robert  Nicolson's  proceeding  to  any 
of  our  settlements  in  India  to  be  entertained  as  a  surgeon  where  he  may  be 
wanted  if  found  deserving,  next  after  such  as  have  been  already  recommended. 

66.  As  you  had  employed  a  person  for  so  long  a  space  of  time  to  bring 
up  your  General  Books,  we  had  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  that  you  would 

have  been  enabled  to  transmit  them  to  us  compleat  to 
April  1762,  the  omission  of  which  has  involved  us  in  many 
difficulties,  one  of  which  we  shall  particularly  mention, 
and  that  is  the  uncertainty  we  are  in  with  regard  to  the  expences  attending 
the  French  prisoners  at  your  Presidency  and  this  at  a  time  when  it  was 
material  for  us  to  deliver  in  our  demand  on  this  account. 

67.  Your  General  Books  would  have  removed  part  of  our  difficulties  as  they 
rnust  have  shewn  at  one  view  the  amount  of  this  expence  for  the  period  they 
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contained,  but  from  such  omission  we  have  the  greater  reason  to  complain 
that  you  have  not  sent  us  a  separate  account  of  the  cxpences  of  French 
prisoners  at  your  Presidency.  The  only  general  state  we  have  to  guide  us  is 
that  received  per  Warren  which  was  closed  31st  January  1762,  but  this  slate 
we  can  by  no  means  rely  on  as  it  appears  defective  for  some  periods  in  which 
we  apprehend  expences  must  necessarily  have  been  incurred. 

68.  However  as  the  expence  attending  French  prisoners  cannot,  from 
its  nature  be  soon  finally  closed,  we  must  here  repeat  our  former  orders  that 
you  do  not  fail  to  state  a  separate  and  circumstantial  account  of  this  expence 
from  its  commencement  to  the  latest  period  and  transmit  the  same  to  us  by 
the  first  advices,  and  continue  to  do  so  by  every  conveyance,  inserting  the 
additional  expences  that  may  have  occurred  from  time  to  lime  ;  and  this  is 
to  be  continued  until  the  whole  is  complcatcd. 

69.  We  must  further  observe  to  you  that  as  we  may  be  called  upon  for 
particular  vouchers  to   our   account,   it  is  requisite   you   should   have   your 
statements  authenticated  if  possible  in  the  same  manner  as  those  at  Fort 
St.  George  which  are  certified  by  some  French  officer  or  civil  servant,  but  if: 
such  signatures  should  not  now  be  attainable  at  your  Presidency  yon  will 
take  care  at  least  to  give  your  accounts  the  best  authentication  in  your  power. 

70.  ^When  we  gave  you  directions  in  our  letter  of  1  9th  February   1762 
to  explain  more  particularly  the  demands  made  for  bonds  lost  at  the  capture 

Lre.  [...]  of  Cakutta>  we  had  reason  to  hope  that  your  answer  would 

Pas.  85  &  92.  have  been  so  full  and  satisfactory  as  not  to  leave  us  in  our 

former  uncertainty  with  respect  to  the  justness  of  the 
claims,  but  we  are  sorry  to  observe  that  from  your  inaccuracy  with  respect 
to  one  of  the  claims,  we  cannot  be  entirely  satisfied  of  your  care  in  the 
examination  of  this  matter. 

71  We  are  led  to  this  observation  from  the  claim  for  a  bond  in  the 
name  of  Thomas  Purnell,  to  the  amount  of  current  rupees  39,076-1-6  for  which 
sum  a  certificate  had  been  granted,  and  which  you  admit  as  justly  due, 

nJ^f   n^TlbIZ°Ur  trea/U1T  aCCOUnts  for  Fcbruai7  1756>  that  current 
rupees  13,333-5-3  had  been  paid  off  that  bond,  and  indeed  had  you  adverted 

to  your  General  Books  ending  May  1756,  you  would  have  found  that  the 
t16  t0         7aS  n°  m°re  than  current  ruPccs  25,742-12-3,  which 
the       t° 


7fc    ^T  aS  &e  daims  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  October 
have  been  long  m  suspence,  we  have  taken  the  same  into  considei  ation 

115  demand  made  at  ^  Ereria       '**          nS 


rf^     deman,d  made  at  ^  Ereria^  '** 

interest  ot  an  interest  note  made  out  in  1754  for  current  run«£  5 


rren    run«  „ 

the  name  of  Messrs.  Draie  and  Manningham  on  account  of  &  ™ 


^SsSrES  ^"-^  *«-  s  2s£  ± 

cam  at  Ulcutta  UFO  the  said  ongmal  aniScate  of  the  17th  October 
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1757  being  delivered  up  and  also  upon  leading  with  you  an  affidavit  to  be 
made  by  Mary  Tipping  and  Catherine  Tipping  (widow  of  George  Tipping) 
to  the  purport  mentioned  in  a  form  we  have  herewith  sent  you,  and  upon 
this  further  condition  that  the  said  Mary  Tipping  and  George  Tipping's 
personal  representative  or  whoever  shall  appear  to  be  intitled  to  the  money 
shall  execute  a  bond  according  to  the  form  now  also  sent,  and  you  are  to  take 
care  that  the  security  be  responsible,  and  require  in  all  the  other  cases  after- 
mentioned,  suretys  to  be  bound  with  the  claimants  of  the  money,  and  full 
satisfaction  is  to  be  given  you  that  no  allowance  has  been  made  in  respect 
of  the  sums  claimed  upon  lost  bonds  out  of  the  Restitution  Fund13. 

73.  We  have  also  considered  of  the  demand  for  the  principal  and  interest 
upon  the  seven  bonds  mentioned  in  your  same  letter  of  the  30th  October 
1762  and  whatever  is  due  for  principal  and  interest  thereon,  we  direct  also 
to  be  discharged  upon  the  like  certificates  from  our  Governour  and  Council 
for  the  time  being  delivered  to  you  and  the  like  affidavits  being  made  and 
bonds  of  indemnity  given  as  above  directed  concerning  the  first  mentioned 
interest  note.    The  form  of  the  affidavit  and  bond  herewith  sent  (with  varia- 
tions to  suit  the  different  circumstances)  will  serve  in  these  last  cases,  and 
you  are  to  take  care  that  where  the  original  proprietors  do  not  apply  for 
payment,  the  titles  of  the  parties  applying  be  well  made  out  and  ascertained, 
and  you  are  to  have  discharges  or  authorities  to  pay  the  money  from  the 
personal   representatives   of  the   deceased   proprietors    and    in   every   of   the 
cases,  we  desire  the  best  evidence  may  be  laid  before  you  that  the  nature 
and  circumstances  of  them  will  admit  of. 

74.  But  as  the  bonds  for  these  demands  are  of  a  considerable  standing 
and  cannot  from  their  circumstances  be  produced  to  you,  we  must  parti- 
cularly  recommend   to   your    attention   that   the    several   dat[es]  of  them  be 
strictly  examined  into  lest  any  mistakes  should  be  made  in  the  computation 
of  interest  and  this  we  are  led  into  from  the  perusal  of  Mr.  Holwell's  letter 
to  you  dated  5th  March  1759  which  we  received  per  Prince  George  wherein 
Mr.  Holwell  mentions  Mr.  Purnell's  bonds  to  consist  of  four  and  to  be  dated 
in  December  1750  where  by  your  General  Books  1754  to  1755,  it  appears  that 
his  demand  of  current  rupees  39,076-1-6  arose  in  the  following  manner: 

Principal  of  a  note  dated  1st  January  1753  for  C.  Rs.  35,849-10-0 
Interest  one  year        3,226-  7-6 


C.  Rs.  39,076-  1-6 

and  consequently  simple  interest  only  is  to  be  computed  from.  1st  January 
1754  allowing  for  the  above  payment  of  C.  Rs.  13,333-5-3  in  February  1756. 

75.  This  precaution  arising  from  the  state  of  Mr.  Holwell's  demand  as 
attorney  to  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Purnell,  will  necessarily  induce  you  to  be 
equally  careful  with  respect  to  the  dates  of  the  other  bonds  and  the  interest 
thereon. 

76.  We  must  here  inform  you  that  Mr.  Holwell  has  given  us  a  "bond 
of  indemnity  and  other  requisites  to  our  satisfaction  in  respect  of  a  lost  note 
or  bond  for  current  rupees  10,000  made  out  in  his  name  in  1747  which  by 
Mr.  Holwell's  application  and  the  87th  paragraph  of  your  General  Letter  dated 
30  October  1762  appears  to  be  in  trust  for  the  widow  of    Robert  Massey 
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deceased  We  hereby  direct  you  to  pay  the  said  principal  and  the  interest 
due  thereon  (which  is  said  to  be  horn  the  1st  February  1761)  to  Mr.  Holwell's 
attorney  and  as  Mr.  Holweil  desires  a  new  bond  may  be  made  out  in  his 
name  for  the  principal,  you  may  at  the  same  time  receive  from  his  attorney 
the  said  sum  of  current  rupees  ten  thousand  into  our  cash  and  give  a  new- 
bond  accordingly.  As  the  indemnity  bond  and  other  papers  given  by 
Mr.  Holweil  are  to  remain  in  our  hands,  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  require 
any  further  security  or  evidence  relative  to  this  demand. 

77.  From  the  account  you  gave  us  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  October 
1762    of    the    state    of    the    restitution    to    European    sufferers,    wherein 

from  you  advise  us  that  the  balance  then  due  to  that  fund  was 

Pas.  94  and  96.  no  more  than  current  rupees  58,335-13-3,  we  could  not  but 
be  surprized  at  a  bill  being  filed  against  the  Company  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  here  by  the  claimants  on  the  Restitution  Fund  for  a  ballance  said 
to  be  due  to  them  amounting  to  upwards  of  one  million  of  current  rupees ; 
however,  we  have  prepared  an  answer  to  this  bill  but  find  ourselves  under 
great  difficulties  for  want  of  the  following  materials—the  particulars  and 
amount  of  all  the  sums  claimed  and  admitted  by  the  commissioners,  the 
particular  sums  paid  and  unpaid  on  each  claim  admitted  and  of  (he  twenty 
per  cent  thereon. 

78.  This  bill  filed  in  Chancery  alleges  that  the  claims  admitted  amounted 
in  the  whole  to  current  rupees  39,54,722.    The  only  account  we  have  received 
is  the  abstract  on  your  Consultation,  of  the  claims  admitted  before  the  13th 
October   1757,  which  makes  the  amount  but  current  rupees  39,42,898— and 
supposing  the  plaintiffs  bill  to  be  right  in  this  respect,  we  must  conclude* 
that  the  remaining  sums  were  admitted  after  October  1757. 

79.  The  amount  set  forth  in  the  bill  with  the  20  per  cent  thereon  makes 
current  rupees  47,45,666,  but  then  the  account  of  the  European   Restitution 
Fund  as  appears  by  the  Restitution  Book  closed  30th  September  1761  (a  copy 
of  which  you  have  transmitted  to  us),  makes  the  amount  of  the  money  paid 
out  of  our  treasury  (which  we  suppose  to  be  to  the  claimants)  no  less  than 
current  rupees  52,94,970— which  is   current  rupees   5,49,304— more    than   the 
amount  of  the  claims  and  20  per  cent  thereon  and  by  your  treasury  accounts 
from  30th  September  1761  to  31st  December  1762  there  appear  to  be  many 
other  payments  made  on  account  of  this  fund  and  you  give  us  reason  to 
understand  that  some  part  of  the  claims  admitted  were  still  to  be  received,  out 
of  our  treasury. 

80.  Being  in  this  state  of  uncertainty,  we  are  unable  to  set  forth  such  an 
account  as  we  wish  to  do  or  indeed  such  as  the  nature  of  the  case  requires. 
You  must  therefore  not  fail  to  give  us  a  full  account  of  the  suras  claimed 
and  admitted  by  the  commissioners  for  restitution,  and  for  what  claimed  and 
admitted  and  whether  any  part  remains  unpaid  and  to  whom  and  also  the 
vouchers  for  the  several  payments.    You  must  likewise  inform  us  whether  the 
whole  of  RoydooluVs  commission  has  been  paid  and.  whether  he  has  given 
any  receipt  for  it.    These  particulars  you  must  supply  us  with  together  with 
every  other  information  you  may  think  necessary  and  you  must  also  explain 
to  us  what  is  meant  by  reserved  commission14'  in  the  63rd  and  64th  para- 
graphs of  your  letter  of  the  12th  November  1761,  to  whom  such  commission 
is  due,  upon  what  consideration,  and  what  is  the  amount  thereof, 
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81.  We    send   you    in    duplicate    by    the    ships    Duke    of  Albany    and 
Vansittart,  a  copy  of  the  bill  beforementioned  and  our  answer  thereto,  by 
which  you  will  be  the  better  enabled  to  judge  what  information  it  is  neces- 
sary for  us  to  receive,  and  you  must  take  care  to  be  very  full  and  explicit 
with  respect  to  every  circumstance  required. 

82.  We  cannot  conclude  the  subject  of  restitution  to  European  sufferers 
without  expressing  our  surprize  that  the  claim  of  Mr.  Van  Staaden  which 
appears  so  equitable  and  well  supported  should  have  been  rejected  by  the 
commissioners  on  account  of  his  being  a  foreigner  ;  but  as  to  the  opinion  you 
give  us  that  this  gentleman's  case  may  be  considered  as  far  as  the  amount 
of  the  surplus  money  will  admit,  you  must  now  be  sensible  that  while  the 
surplus  itself  is  in  dispute,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  come  to  any  determina- 
tion as  to  the  disposal  thereof.    However,  by  our  answer  to  the  bill  before- 
mentioned,  you  will  perceive  how  desirous  we  are  of  doing  him  all  the  justice 
in  our  power  and  therefore  amongst  other  informations  required,  you  must 
give  us  all  the  materials  you  can  collect  that  may  enable  us  to  support  his  claim 
upon  the  Restitution  Fund. 

83.  With  respect  to  the  legacies  given  by  Omichund15  mentioned  in  the 
35th  paragraph  of  your  General  Letter  of  8th  April  1762,  we  have  no  objec- 
tion to  your  receiving  into  our  cash  the  annual  sums  to  be 

3?nl  remitted  to  England  according  to  the  usual  course  of 
remittances  for  the  benefit  of  the  Foundling  and  Magdalen 
Hospitals,  but  as  to  the  capital  sum  of  current  rupees  37,500  which  you  inform 
us  Huzzoorimul  requested  he  might  pay  into  our  treasury  at  Calcutta 
there  to  remain  for  ever  and  the  interest  to  be  remitted  annually  to  these 
charities,  we  can  by  no  means  agree  that  the  same  be  received  into  our 
treasury  upon  the  terms  proposed  by  Huzzoorimul  and  indeed  we  concluded 
you  had  not  taken  any  step  towards  accepting  it  or  done  anything  relative 
to  Omichund's  bequest  except  by  giving  bills  to  Huzzoorimul,  his  executor, 
for  the  two  sums  of  current  rupees  1,500  each,  till  the  governours  of  the 
Foundling  Hospital  transmitted  to  us  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  George 
Williamson  (Secretary  at  your  Presidency)  to  their  treasurer  acquainting  him 
that  in  consequence  of  Huzzoorimurs  request  (a  copy  of  which 
Mr.  Williamson  transmitted  to  the  treasurer)  you  had  with  great  chearfulness 
taken  the  management  of  the  stock  into  your  hands  by  which  we  suppose  is 
meant  the  capital  of  current  rupees  37,500  beforementioned. 

84.  We  therefore  could  not  but  be  surprized  at  the  unexpected  appli- 
cation we  received  from  the  governours  of  this  hospital  desiring  us  to  authen- 
ticate your  proceedings  and  we  therefore  cannot  but  express  our  disapprobation 
of  your  having  taken  such  a  step  without  first  acquainting  us  with  Huzzoori- 
mul's  proposal  and  receiving  our  determination  thereon, 

85.  Upon  mature  deliberation  we  have  acquainted  the  governours  of  the 
two   hospitals    that   we    do    not   consent   that   the    capital   sum   of   current 
rupees  37,500  be  received  into  our  treasury  at  Calcutta  as  a  fund  to  answer  the 
annual  sums  by  way  of  interest  to  be  paid  to  these  hospitals,  and  those 
gentlemen  have  thereupon  signified  to  us  that  they  are  desirous  the  capital 
should  be  remitted  to  them  in  England,  to  be  laid  out  at  interest  here,  to 
which  we  have  no  objection  if  Huzzoorimul  consents  to  take  bills  for  it  and 
remit  them  ;  but  however  that  may  be,  we  direct  that  in  case  the  37,500  current 
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rupees  have  been  paid  into  your  treasury,  you  make  a  protest  by  letter  to 
Huzzoorimui  that  we  refuse  to  accept  this  money  upon  the  terms  proposed, 
and  if  the  money  is  not  paid  in,  you  are  to  refuse  it  upon  those  terms  but 
vou  may  accept  the  money  at  interest  and  give  a  common  note  lor  it  (taking 
no  notice  of  the  legacy)  so  as  to  leave  us  at  liberty  to  pay  off  and  Hiizxoonmul 
to  call  in  the  principal  at  any  time  as  we  or  he  shall  think  ht,  and  upon  his 
remitting  the  interest  to  England,  you  are  to  draw  the  bills  in  common  form 
as  for  cash  paid  in,  but  to  take  receipts  for  the  interest  and  let  the  business 
be  transacted  in  this  manner  till  the  method  of  disposing  of  the  principal 
shall  be  entirely  settled. 

86.    From  the  view  presented  to  us  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  February 
1763,  of  the  expences  and  revenues  of  your  Presidency,  it  appears  that  ^the 
former  amount  to  the  amazing  sum  of  forty  lack  of  rupees  out  of  the  sixty 
lack  which  you  compute  the  revenues  at,  so  that  there  remains  no  more  than 
twenty  lack  for  providing  your  investments,  for  our  China  trade,  the  assistance 
of  Bombay  and  various  other  calls  for  money  without  drawing  bills   upon 
us  to  an  amount  which  has  been  and  we  fear  will  still  continue  to  be^  of 
great  inconvenience  to  us ;  however,  we  must  submit  to  it  so  far  as  you  find 
really  necessary  for  the  beforementioned  purposes.    But  as   the  military  ex- 
pence  alone  is  computed  at  no  less  than  thirty  lack,  certainly,  as  you  observe, 
it  should  be  an  object  of  your  most  serious  attention,  and  we  accordingly 
most  strongly  recommend  your  reassuming  the  consideration  of  reducing  the 
same  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  consistently  with  the  plan  for  maintaining  the 
number  of  troops  laid  down  in  our  letter  of  the  30th  of  December,  in  every 
item  that  can  possibly  admit  it,  and  here  the  article  of  balla  is  a  very  striking 
one,  and  as  we  cannot  but  think  it  may  with  great  propriety  and  reason  be 
much  reduced,  we  shall  expect  to  hear  that  according  to  former  orders  as 
well  as  these  you  have  and  will  seriously  and  earnestly  set  about,  and  succeed 
in  a  work  of  such  great  importance.    With  care  and  due  regard  to  economy 
we  are  satisfied  much  may  be  saved  also  in  the  expencc  of  your  works,  in 
short  wherever  savings  can  with  propriety  be  made  it  is  incumbent  on  and 
recommended  to  you  to  make  them. 

87.  The  lists  which  we  receive  from  your  Presidency  of  persons  residing 
or  trading  under  our  protection,  have  been  hitherto  very  imperfect  and  insuffi- 
cient to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  they  arc  wanted.    You  must  therefore 
cause  exact  lists  to  be  taken  every  year  of  all  persons  whatsoever  within  the 
limits  or  jurisdiction  of  your  Presidency   specifying   therein   their   present 
capactiy,  whether  they  reside  at  Fort  William,  the  subordinates  or  any  other 
place,  and  if  they  have  or  have  not  the  Company's  licence,  and  you  arc  to 
require  the  Master  Attendant  to  deliver  in  to  you  annually,  lists  of  all  seafar- 
ing people  employed  in  the  Company's  or  private  service,  in  which  he  is  to 
distinguish  their  stations  and  whether  they  have  the  Company's  permission 
or  not,  and  you  must  take  care  to  forward  to  us  both  those  lists  in  duplicate 
at  least  every  season. 

88,  It  being  necessary  for  our  information  that  we  should  receive  from 
our  several  Presidencies  as  full  accounts  as  can  be  procured  of  the  several 
commodities  imported  and  exported  by  all  foreign  European  ships,  you  are 
therefore  to  be  punctual  in  transmitting  us  annually  such  accounts  from  your 
Presidency  in  duplicate  at  least 
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89.  Instead  of  sending  copies  of  your  foreign  and  Inland  invoices  received 
and  sent  as  articles  in  the  paper  packets,  let  them  be  entered  and  transmitted 
to  us  in  books  kept  for  that  purpose. 

90.  In  some  of  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  us  from  your  Presi- 
dency, there  has  not  been  room  left  on  the  face  for  our  Secretary  here  to 
write  the  acceptance  which  the  proper  officer  must  be  directed  to  rectify  in 
future. 

91.  Several  01  the  packets  we  have  lately  received  from  your  Presidency 
have  been  put  into  boxes  much  too  large  and  inconvenient  to  be  forwarded 
to  us  by  land  carriage  from  the  first  port  the  ship  arrives  at,  and  very  often 
their  unsizeable  bulks  induces  the  captains  to  keep  them  on  board  till  the 
ship's  arrival  in  the  river  of  Thames,  by  which  means,  we  have  been  deprived 
of  very  necessary  and  important  intelligence  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
upon   opening   such   boxes,   they   have   been   found    three   parts   filled   with 
cotton.    To  prevent  our  meeting  with  such  disappointment  in  future,  you 
must  take  care  to  make  up  your  packets  more  compact  and  in  smaller  boxes. 

Eighthly  concerning  the  West  Coast 

92.  Our  settlements  upon  the  'West  Coast16  being  now  under  the  care 
and  management  of  its  proper  Governour  and  Council  as  a  Presidency  by  the 
arrival  there  of  President  Carter  and  our  other  servants,  we  have  little  more 
to  say  under  this  head  than  to  express  our  satisfaction  at  the  assistance  you 
have   already  given  towards  their  re-establishment,   and  notwithstanding  it 
is  a  separate  Presidency,  to  recommend  it  to  you  in  the  strongest  manner  to 
give  it  every  assistance  in  your  power  until  it  arrives  to  that  state  of  maturity 
which  we  hope  and  expect  to  see  it  in,  in  order  to  which  you  will  have  a  due 
regard  to  the  informations  and  directions  you  have  already  received  or  may 
hereafter  receive  from  us,  as  also  the  requests  that  shall  be  made  to  you  from 
time  to  time  by  our  President  and  Council  at  Fort  Marlborough. 

93.  By   our   directions,   the    said   President   and   Council   will   probably 
renew  their  applications  for  a  supply  of  workmen  ;  they  are  in  the  utmost 
distress  for  want  of  some,  and  we  positively  direct  that  you  give  them  all  the 
assistance  in  this  way  that  lays  in  your  power  whenever  they  request  it. 
Those  you  sent  them  some  time  since  were  so  ignorant  in  their  business,  and 
such  an  useless  set  of  people  that  we  find  they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
returning  them,  by  which  we  have  been  put  to  an  extraordinary  expence  to 
no  purpose ;  you  will  be  particularly  careful,  therefore,  that  those  you  send 
in  future  are  good  workmen  in  their  several  professions. 

94.  We  observe  with  satisfaction  the  provision  you  had  made  and  was 
making  of  ophium  for  our  settlements  on  the  West  Coast  as  mentioned  in  your 
letter  of  the  14th  of  February  1763  and  though  we  make  no  doubt  of  a  conti- 
nuance of  your  care,  yet  we  think  it  right  to  remind  you  of  and  enforce  our 
former  orders  on  this  subject,  contained  in  our  letters  to  you  of  the  1st  of 
April  and  31st  of  December  1760  for  reserving  the  trade  in  that  article  upon 
the  said  Coast  to  ourselves,  and  furnishing  our  President  and  Council  there 
with  whatever  quantitys  they  want  and  indent  for  in  the  best  and  cheapest 
manner ;  to  which  we  now  add,  in  order  to  prevent  any  illicit  trade  therein, 
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that  all  private  traders  to  the  West  Coast  shall  make  an  entry  of  their  cargoes 
either  at  Fort  Marlborough  or  Nattal  before  they  proceed  to  other  ports, 
under  the  penalty  of  seizure  of  all  ophium  carried  in  such  ships  otherwise 
than  on  the  Company's  account,  and  the  offenders  forfeiting  our  service  or 
protection.  This  prohibition  and  the  entry  of  the  cargoes  is  to  be  in  force 
with  respect  to  all  our  Presidencies  and  settlements  from  which  any  trade  is 
carried  on  to  the  said  Coast,  and  you  are  accordingly  so  far  as  respects  yours, 
to  take  all  the  care  in  your  power  to  cause  them  to  be  strictly  observed, 

95.  We  continue  our  directions  to  the  President  and  Council   at  Fort 
Marlborough  to  send  all  the  pepper  they  can  collect  upon  the  Coast  to  China 
till  they  have  our  orders  to  the  contrary. 

Ninthly  concerning  the  charter 

96.  You  will  receive  by  the  ship  Duke  of  Albany  His  Majesty's  pardons 
for  the  slave  girl  Gaily  and  the  two  men  named  Chumero  and  Sabdcc,  men- 
tioned in  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  April  1762  and  authenticated  copies  of  the 
said  pardons  are  sent  by  the  Vansittart. 

97.  We  will  turn  our  thoughts  towards  obtaining  a  discretionary  power 
from  His  Majesty  of  granting  pardons,  which  is  always  given  to  the  judges 
of  assize  in  England.    In  the  mean  time  as  there  is  little  doubt  of  obtaining 
the  King's  pardon  upon  your  applications  to  us,  we  think  the  capital  convicts 
may  be  more  at  large  and  not  shut  up  in  the  condemned  hole,   until  an 
answer  comes  from  England,  yet  they  must  be  kept  in  irons,  and  care  taken 
to  prevent  escapes. 

98.  The  war  with  France  and  Spain  being  at  an  end,  your  difficulties 
L  -fio    witl1  rcsPect  to  lhe  applications  made  to  you  for  granting 

Pa/109,  letters  of  marque,  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  of 

October  1762,  are  at  an  end  also,  but  if  the  case  should 
ever  exist  again,  no  such  power  as  you  mention,  for  many  weighty  reasons, 
can  ever  be  obtained.  c 

99.  In  answer  to  the  queries  from  the  Mayor's  Court  referred  to  In  your 
said  letter,  we  have  taken  the  advice  of  the  Company's  Sollicitor  and  do  there- 

[do.]  Pa.  in.         uPon  i^nn  you  that  it  is  certain  no  man  is  obliged  by 

law  to  confess  that  by  his  answer  to  a  bill  or  any  legal 
proceeding  against  him,  which  may  make  himself  liable  to  any  pecuniary 
or  corporal  punishment  inflicted  by  statute  or  the  common  law. 

100.  As  there  are  no  suits  in  India  but  by  bill  and  answer,  the  Mayor's 
Court  ought  never  to  allow  demurrers  to  the  relief  prayed,  but  only  to  the 
discovery;  unless  when  the  bill  is  so  absurd  that  the  plaintiff  ought  to  have 
no  relief  upon  his  own  case;  as  for  example  if  A  brings  a  bill  against  C 
charging  that  B  owes  him  money,  and  without  giving  any  reason  for  it, 
prays  that  C  may  pay  Fs  debt ;  as  A  by  his  own  shewing  has  no  demand  upon 
C  the  demurrer  of  C  both  to  the  discovery  and  relief  must  be  allowed,  but 
wherever  a  plaintiff  has  a  right  to  be  relieved,  if  he  proves  the  truth  of  his 
case  the  defendant  can  never  demur  to  the  relief,  but  only  to  the  discovery 
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101.  In  the  three  causes  specified,  if  the  defendants  had  only  demurred 
to  the  discovery  of  what  might  have  made  them  liable  to  penalties,  naming 
in  their  demurrers,  the  questions  they  objected  to,  the  demurrers  ought  to 
have  been  allowed,  and  the  causes  would  have  gone  on  as  they  do  every  day 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  relief,  upon  such  evidence  as  the  plaintiffs  were 
able  to  bring  in  support  of  their  complaints. 

102.  But  whenever  a  general  demurrer  to  discovery  and  relief  is  put  into 
a  complaint,  which  if  true,  the  plaintiff  will  be  relieved,  the  whole  demurrer 
is  always  overruled,  because  it  is  a  standing  rule  that  demurrers  are  entire 
things,  and  can't  be  bad  in  part,  and  good  in  part,  and  altho'  the  Court 
would  be  allowed  the  demurrer  to  the  discovery,  yet  as  the  relief  is  included 
in  the  demurrer,  the  whole  must  be  overruled. 

103.  In    the    three    causes    from    the    Mayor's    Court,    the    demurrer 
ought  to  be  overruled,  if  they  went   to  the  relief  which  the  plaintiffs  are 
entitled   to,   as   well   as   to   the   discovery   they  have   no   right  to,   and   the 
defendants  must  put  in   answers   to   the  bills,  whereby   they   are   to   insist, 
that    the    plaintiffs    have    no    right    to    any    answer    from    the    defendants 
to    such    part    of    the    bills    as    may    make    them    liable    to    penalties    &ca 
but    nevertheless,    the    plaintiffs    will    have    a    right    to    prove    such    parts 
of   their   bills,   and   then    the    court    will   give   such   relief    as   is    consistant 
with   justice. 

104.  In  the  case  of  Gourlade  and  DeLabat  against  Putham,  the  plaintiffs 
being  alien  enemy s,  certainly  by  law  the  court  could  not  entertain  their  suit 
and  their  being  prisoners  on  parole,  makes  no  difference  in  the  question  of 
law. 

105.  Nothing    are    more    frequent    in    England    than    actions    against 
attorneys  for  neglect  or  mismanagement  and  they  are  always  brought  in  the 
court  of  which  the  defendant  is  an  attorney. 

v 

106.  A  defendant  wheresoever  he  may  live  must  be  served  personally 
with  the  summons  of  the  court  but  the  leaving  the  body  of  a  subpoena  at  his 
house  is  here  good  service  ;  we  apprehend  no  attachment  or  process  of  con- 
tempt can  legally  issue  but  upon  such  service  of  the  summons  or  subpoena 
as  is  here  mentioned,  this  we  mean  in  cases  where  110  bail  is  required,  and 
where  bail  is  required,  you  have  very  full  instructions  in  the  former  and 
rules  of  practice  at  large  and  a  little  application  to  study  that  and  the  law 
books  you  are  in  possession  of,  would  have  made  your  question  to  us  upon 
this  head  needless. 

107.  In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  April  1763  [sic] 
there  are  hardly  any  collections  of  treaties  to  be  procured  which  can  be 

depended  upon,  the  most  compleat  work  of  this  kind  we 
,-^re'p 8th  Apnl  are  informed  of,  is  in  French  entitled  Histoire  des  Trait  es 

de  Paix  el  Autres  Negotiations,  in  18  volumes,  folio  printed 
at  Amsterdam,  it  is  very  scarce ;  however,  we  have  sent  for  it  and  if  we  can 
procure  it  in  time,  we  shall  send  it  by  one  of  the  ships  of  this  season,  if  not 
you  will  have  it  next  season :  with  respect  to  the  law  books  desired,  we  now 
send  you  some  of  the  most  approved  and  for  the  particulars  you  are  referred 
to  the  invoices. 
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108.  And  we  now  also  send  a  fifth  volume  o£  the  statutes  at  large  instead 

Lre.  30th  Octr.      °f  one  °^  ^ie  two  s*xtn  v°^uraes  Put  Llp  "^Y  mistake  for  a 
1762  Pa.  110.  fifth  which  you  have  returned  to  us. 

Supplement 

109.  The  beforegoing  part  of  this  letter  was  wrote  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Lapwing  by  which  we  received  on  the  4th  instant  by  way  of  Fort  St.  George, 
your  two  letters,  dated  the  18th  of  April  1763,  one  of  them  upon  the  general 
affairs  of  the  Presidency,  the  other  upon  the  very  extraordinary  transactions 
with  respect  to  the  licentious  private  trade  carried  on  by  our  servants  and  the 
unwarrantable  measures  taken  to  oblige  the  Sub  ah   Cossim   Aly   Cawn   to 
submit  to  the  unwarrantable  terms,  the  Council  thought  fit  to  impose  upon 
him,  by  the  deputation  of  Messrs.  Amyatt  and  Hay.    The  advices  we  received 
from  Fort  St.  George,  give  us  a  further  account  of  the  confusion  our  affairs 
have  been  thrown  into,  the  natural  result  of  those  pernicious  measures. 

110.  Before  the  receipt  of  those  advices,  we  had  wrote  a  letter  to  your 
Presidency  in  consequence   of  our   careful  and   impartial   enquiry   into   the 
conduct  of  our  servants,  in  which  we  plainly  pointed  out  the  tendency  of  the 
measures  they  were  pursuing  and  the  unhappy  consequences  which  have  since 
really  happened.    In  that  letter  which  bears  date  the  8th  instant,  we  made  the 
necessary  alterations  in  the  Council  and  gave  some  directions  with  respect 
to  private  trade  and  other  matters  of  moment  to  which  all  clue  obedience  is 
to  be  paid. 

111.  In  the  unhappy  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal,  we  judged  it 
highly  necessary  to  invest  President  Vansittart,  or  in  his  absence,,  the  President 
and  Select  Committee  for  the  time  being,  with  some  extraordinary  powers 
as  the  only  means  for  restoring  tranquility.    These  powers  are  contained  in 
our  letter  to  you  of  the  9th  instant,  and  in  that  addressed  to  those  persons 
therein  referred  to  bearing  the  same  date. 

112.  Although   those  persons   are   vested   with   the   said   extraordinary 
powers  and  their  orders  and  directions  are  to  be  obeyed  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned in  the  said  letters,  yet  the  rest  of  the  Council  and  all  our  servants  what- 
soever, are  to  continue  to  act  in  their  several  ranks  and  stations  and  serve 
the  Company  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities  still  subservient  however  to  the 
said  orders  and  directions. 

113.  It   is   with   great    satisfaction   we    observe    the   readiness   of   our 
President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  to  send  you  as  large  a  reinforcement 
as  the  circumstances  they  were  in  would  possibly  admit  of,  and  by  engaging 
Admiral  Cornish  to  send  you  two  men  of  war  of  the  line  and  two  frigates. 
From  their  conduct  on  this  and  former  occasions,  we  have  every  reason  to 

rK  ™uinS  to  S*e  you  all  the  assistance  in  their  power 

reestablishing  our  affairs  upon  a  solid  footing,  however,  we  have  thought 

pormroed°Tend  ^  ^  k  t0  thCm  [whlle]  P<Wout  any  paJiut 
plans  or  modes  to  act  in  such  a  manner  on  this  important  occasion  as  circum- 
stances may  from  time  to  time  require.  circum 


,  °Ut   this    season 

we    have    before    advised    you    of,    we    have    on    this 


'•>  ^ 
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extraordinary  occasion  determined  to  encrease  the  number  and  for  that  pur- 
pose we  shall  instead  of  ordering  the  ships  Fort  William  and  Success  to 
Madagascar  as  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  dispatch  them  to  the 
Coast  and  Bay  with  as  many  recruits  as  they  can  possibly  carry,  consistently 
with  their  healths,  and  we  at  present  believe  the  number  in  both  ships  may 
amount  to  about  six  hundred  men.  The  terms  and  conditions  to  be  agreed 
upon  with  the  owners  for  the  transport  of  the  said  recruits  will  be  noticed 
in  our  letters  by  those  ships. 

115.  One  of  the  unhappy  consequences  of  your  troubles  has  been  for  tlie 
present  at  least,  the  cutting  off  a  source  from  which  our  China  investment 
has  had  a  good  supply  of  cash.    It  is  too  late  and  indeed  in  our  present 
situation  inconvenient  to  send  out  any  treasure  this  year  for  that  trade.    We 
have  therefore  acquainted  our  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  diat 
we  must  depend  upon  their  making  their  utmost  efforts  to  raise  a  sufficient 
stock  of  money  and  goods  to  send  to  China  for  the  ships  of  this   season. 
As   we   cannot  know   your   present   condition,  we   can   only   recommend   to 
you  in  the  strongest  manner  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  first  favourable 
turn  in  affairs  to  continue  to  supply  our  China  supracargos  with  as  large 
and  early  remittances  as  may  be  in  your  power.    The  importance  of  this 
object  speaks  for  itself  and  therefore  we  have  only  to  add  that  unless  such 
supplies  can  be  sent,  the  Company  must  unavoidably  have  their  distresses 
multiplied. 

116.  In  your  letter  of  the   18th  of  April  last  we  observe  the  summary 
account  of  your  proceedings  with  respect  to  a  snow  called  the  Susanna  Marga- 

or.     retta  bound  from  Mauritius  to  Negapatam,  seized  by  Cap- 
tain Stephen  Iveson,  Commander  of  the  Sulivan  country 
ship  in  his  passage  from  Bombay,  which  you  took  possession  of  in  behalf  of  the 
Company,  judging  her  for  the  reasons  therein  given  to  be  French  property. 
Altho'  she  was  reclaimed  by  the  Dutch  on  account  of  her  having  a  passport 
from  a  private  Dutch  merchant,  as  we  are  at  present  circumstanced  with  the 
Dutch,  we  could  have  wished  no  fresh  occasions  for  altercations  had  occurred 
and  we  would  as  far  as  is  possible  have  you  avoid  them  for  the  future.    How 
far  you  have  been  right  in  this  transaction,  we  cannot  say  until  we  have  a 
full  account  of  your  proceedings,  with  all  the  necessary  documents  and  papers, 
to  prove  her  French  property,  which  you  give  us  to  understand  will  be  sent 
by  the  ships  Royal  George  and  Earl  of  Ashburnham.    As  this  may  occasion 
us  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  you  will  take  a  careful  review  of  die  whole  affair 
and  consider  whether  any  more  informations  than  those  by  the  said  ships  arc 
necessary  and  forward  them  by  the  next  conveyances.    We  observe  you  caused 
the  said  vessel  with  her  cargo  to  be  sold  and  the  amount  to  be  deposited  in 
our  cash  being  current  rupees  23,349-9-7  where  it  is  to  lay  until  it  is  deter- 
mined here  to  whom  the  same  legally  belongs.    We  cannot  see  with  what 
propriety  Capt.  Samson  of  the  Hardwicke  could  seize  upon  the  said  vessel  on 
her  arrival  in  Bengal  River  in  virtue  of  his  letter  of  marque  ;  you  did  right 
therefore   in  not   admitting   his   claim ;   however,   his   pretentions  will   have 
their  place  in  the  discussion  of  this  affair  though  they  seem  at  present  to  be 
very  slenderly  founded. 

117.    According  to  the  account  you  give  us  of  the  affair  between  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Danish  Company  and  you,  the  Second  and  Zemindar  of  the 
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Danish  Factory  taking  upon  them  to  inflict  an  ignominious  puaislmiem  upon 
a  jemautder,  havildar  and  sepoy  of  the  Company's  on  account  ot  a  trifling 

quarrel  between  them  and  the  guard  of  peons  at  the  barrier 

Pa     "78   &    32  ^  ,  i  i  "i  r  •          i 

of  their  town,  they  seem  to  have  been  guilty  ot  an  insult 
which  required  a  suitable  satisfaction ;  but  whether  you  should  have 
proceeded  so  far  as  to  invest  their  factory,  we  cannot  form  a  judgment  until 
we  are  more  fully  informed  from  the  papers  which  passed  on  the  occasion. 
As  we  find  that  the  Danish  Zemindar  did  at  last  make  the  acknowledgment 
required,  and  you  in  consequence  drew  your  troops  off,  we  hope  to  hear 
nothing  more  of  the  affair.  Your  conjecture  that  Mr  Demarches,  who  is  a 
native  of  France  and  is  Chief  of  the  Danish  Factory,  might  have  views  to  our 
prejudice  in  this  transaction,  seems  very  probable ;  it  will  be  necessary  there- 
fore to  have  a  careful  eye  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Danes  thus  influenced 
by  him.  At  the  same  time  we  would  have  you  avoid  with  the  utmost  care 
the  proceeding  to  extremities. 

118.  We  find  you  still  have  intentions  to  erect  a  fort  at  Chiuagong  when 
you  have  caused  a  proper  spot  of  ground  to  be  pitched  upon.    We  have 

already  in  the  42d  paragraph  of  this  letter  given  you  our 
sentiments  very  fully  upon  this  head,  you   are  therefore 

hereby  positively  ordered  not  to  set  about  that  or  any  works  of  the  like  kind 

at  any  other  place  whatsoever  without  our  express  leave. 

119.  You  inform   us  you  have   appointed  two   additional    surgeons   at 
Calcutta  to  succeed  to  the  office  of  Principal  Surgeons,  when  those  we  have 

already  nominated  shall  have  been  provided  for.  Thar 
some  further  assistance  is  necessary  on  account  ol:  the 
encreased  number  of  persons  in  our  service  civil  and  military,  we  cannot  but 
admit;  but  with  respect  to  the  inhabitants,  they  most  certainly  ought  to 
reward  the  physitians  who  attend  them  at  their  own  cxpcnce.  We  allow  there- 
fore of  your  said  appointment,  on  these  conditions,  however,  that  they  arc 
to  be  deemed  assistants  only,  and  that  their  allowances  from  ilic  Company 
shall  be  proportionably  less  than  the  Principal  Surgeons. 

120.  You  were  informed  in  our  letter  of  the  30th  of  December  last  that 
when  there  was  a  vacancy  in  one  of  the  three  majorities  upon  your  establish- 
ment, Captain  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  therein  mentioned  was  to  succeed  as  Major 
and  take  rank  next  below  Major  Knox.    Th[is]  event  having  fell  out  by  our 
dismission  of  Major  Carnac,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  is  upon  his  arrival  to  be  one 
of  the  established  Majors  and  take  rank  accordingly. 

121.  We  have  recommended  it  to  the  President  and  Council   at  Fort 
St.  George  under  certain  circumstances  to  advance  Capt.  Donald  Campbell  to 
a  majority  at  that  Presidency  ;  if  that  shall  be  clone,  and  the  situation  of  our 
affairs  in  Bengal  may  have  made  it  necessary  for  the  said  President  and 
Council  to  send  that  gentleman  to  your  assistance,  he  is  not,  however,  to  take 
rank  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 

122.  By  the  advices  received  by  the  Lapwing,  it  evidently  appears  that 
Mr.  William  Ellis's  conduct17  has  continued  to  be  such  as  to  render  him 
unworthy  of  the  Company's  service  in  any  station  or  situation  whatsoever.    We 
therefore  revoke  our  orders  for  his  proceeding  to  and  being  one  of  the  Council 
at  Bombay  as  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  tie  13th  of  May  last,  and  we  do 
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hereby  dismiss  him  absolutely  from  the  Company's  service.  If  this  lettei 
finds  him  in  Bengal,  you  are  to  send  him  to  England  by  the  very  first  con- 
veyance that  offers  after  the  receipt  of  this.  But  in  case  he  shall  be  set  out 
for  Bombay,  you  are  to  signify  this  our  order  to  the  President  and  Council 
there  by  the  very  first  conveyance  that  offers, 

123.  Captain  Roddam  of  the  ship  Godolphin  being  in  great  want  of  a 
surgeon,  we  find  William  Carnec  who  had  been  employed  in  our  hospital  at 
Fort  William,  was  spared  to  come  to  England  in  that  ship.  The  pay  he 
received  for  this  service  being  inconsiderable  and  being  in  no  way  of  getting 
his  living  here,  [he]  has  been  greatly  distressed ;  we  have  in  some  measure 
relieved  him  and  given  him  leave  to  return  again  to  Bengal.  Upon  his  arrival 
therefore,  we  would  have  him  (if  you  think  proper)  employed  in  the  station  he 
was  in  before  his  departure  from  thence. 

124.  In  addition  to  what  is  mentioned  in  the  sixty  third  and  sixty  fourth 
paragraphs,  we  direct  that  you  acquaint  the  Reverend  Mr.  Parry,  that  there 
is  at  present  a  vacancy  of  a  chaplain  at  Bombay  and  desire  his  determination 
in  respect  thereto,  which  you  are  to  communicate  to  us  and  to  that  Presidency 
by  the  first  opportunities. 

125.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Benjamin  Wroe  mentioned  in  the  seventy 
seventh  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  thirtieth  of  December  last,  an  Ensign 
on   your  establishment,  in  order  to  conduct  the  troops  with  regularity  on 
board  the  Vansittart  whereon  he  takes  his  passage  ;  his  pay  for  that  rank  is 
to  commence  from  the  day  of  his  arrival  and  he  is  to  receive  a  commission  as 
Ensign  on  the  first  vacancy  that  shall  happen  after  his  landing. 

126.  Considering  to  what  a  degree  our  forces  will  be  encreased  by  the 
large  supplies  of  men  we  have  sent  and  are  levying,  a  suitable  provision  of 
proper  persons  to  be  trained  for  and  to  succeed  as  officers  is  necessary.    We 
have  therefore  entertained  more  cadets  than  usual,  and  of  those  appointed 
before  the  dispatch  of  the  last  ships  you  have  by  lists  in  the  packets  been 
from  time  to  time  acquainted ;  but  as  it  has  since  appeared  necessary  to  make 
several  alterations  in  their  number,   rank  and  destination,   the  lists   which 
accompany  this  letter  will  shew  you  their  proper  disposition  and  are,  notwith- 
standing such  as  you  may  have  before  received,  to  be  regarded  as  the  rule  by 
which  you  are  to  be  governed  for  their  promotion  when  vacancies  and  their 
deserts  shall  entitle  them  thereto. 


We  are, 
Your  Loving  Friends, 

John  Dorrien  /  Lau.  Sulivan  /  George 
Amyand  /  Cha.  Cutts  /  William  Snell  / 
Wm.  Webber  /  Richd.  Warner  /  G. 
Rooke  /  John  Manship  /  J.  Purling  / 
John  Harrison  /  Hen.  Hadley  /  John 
Browne  /  Robt  Burrow  /  Fredk.  Pigou  / 

London,  Charles  Chambers  /  W.  Thornton  /  Hy. 

22nd  February  1764.  Crabb  Boulton  /  Timothy  Tullie. 


LETTER  DATED  23  MARCH  1764 

Further  instructions  on  the  execution  o/  the  Treaty  of  Pans  with 
France — directions  to  restore  to  the  French  all  tJw  factories  in  tlicir 
possession  at  the  beginning  of  1749 — restoration  of  all  FrencJi  records — re- 
establishment  of  the  French  in  tJie  territories  of  the  Naivab  of  Bengal  and 
oilier  princes. 

(JUR  Presidents  and  Councils  at  Fort  William,  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay. 

1.  In  our  dispatches  of  the  month  of  March  1763  we  sent  to  you  and  to 
our  several  other  Presidencies  copies  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace1   just 
then  concluded,  with  our  orders  to  you  and  to  them  to  do  every  thing  which 
the  said  treaty  requires  on  our  part  to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  compleat 
execution  as  far  as  regards  your  respective  departments.     His  Majesty's  orders 
to  the  commanders  of  his  fleets  and  armies  in  India  were  dispatched  about 
the  same  time. 

2.  The  Court  of  France  conceiving  that  those  orders  were  expressed  in 
terms  too  general,  and  having  requested  a  more  particular  instruction  to  the 
Governours    of    Bengal,    Madras    and    Bombay    His    Majesty,    desirous    of 
removing  every  difficulty  that  might  retard  the  execution  of  the  said  treaty, 
has   signified   to   us  his   pleasure   that    we   should   transmit   to   our    several 
Presidencies  beforementioned,  these  our  further  orders  on  this  subject,  dupli- 
cates of  which  will  he  conveyed  to  you   by   the   Commissary   of   the   mosi 
Christian  King,  who  is  now  setting  out  for  India,  as  well  as  by  our  common 
conveyances. 

* 

3.  In  obedience  therefore  to  His   Majesty's   commands,   we   repeat    our 
orders  and  do  hereby  direct  you  to  restore  to  France  pursuant  to  the  true 
intention  and  spirit  of  the   llth  article  of  the   said  Definitive  Treaty,   the 
different  factories  which  that  Crown  possessed  in  Bengal  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1749,  in  the  condition  in  which  those  factories  respectively  were  at 
the  time  of  signing  the  said  treaty. 

4.  You  are  likewise,  in  pursuance  of  the  22nd  article  of  the  said  Treaty, 
to  deliver  up  to  the  said  Commissary  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  or  to 
any  other  person  properly  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  all  the   papers, 
letters,  documents  and  archives  in  your  custody  or  power  which  were  found 
in  any  of  the  places  to  be  restored  by  virtue  of  the  said  treaty.    Besides  these 
it  has  been  signified  to  His  Majesty  on  the  part  of  the  Court  of  France  that 
some    papers    belonging    to    the    French    Company    and    particularly    their 
phirmaunds  from  die  Nabob  were  seized  by  the  English  at  Muxadabad  at 
the  house  of  a  Portuguese  where  [Mon]sieur  Law  had  deposited  them     These 
phirmaunds  and  papers  (if  any  such  incident  really  happened,  for  at  present 
we  know  nothing  of  it),  it  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure  and  our  direction  that  they 
likewise  be  restored  wherever  you  shall  find  them. 

[5.]  Jou  will  likewise  signify  to  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  and  to  whatever 
other  princes  may  have  entered  into  engagements  with  us  during  the  late  war, 
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not  to  admit  the  French  into  the  countries  under  their  dominion,  that  we 
dispense  with  those  engagements  and  consent  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
French  in  India  upon  the  terms  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  said 
treaty  and  according  to  the  true  intention  and  spirit  thereof. 

[6.]  Finally  we  recommend  to  you  to  live  in  future  in  harmony  with  the 
French  in  India  as  with  the  other  nations,  in  friendship  and  alliance  with  the 
British  Crown,  they  on  their  part  observing  and  conforming  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  treaty. 

We  are, 

Your  Loving  Friends, 
John  Dorrien  /  Lau.  Sulivan  /  John 
Boyd /George  Amyancl/John  Browne/ 
John  Manship  /  John  Harrison  /  G. 
Rooke/Charles  Chambers/W.  Thornton/ 
J.  Purling/Timothy  Tullie/Cha.  Cutts/ 
Rt.  Burrow/Hen.  Hadley/Wm.  Webber/ 

London,  Fredk.  Pigou/ Christ.  Baron/Hy.  Crabb 

the  23rd  March   1764.  Boulton  /  Richcl.  Warner. 


LETTER  DATED  10  APRIL  1764 

Restoration   of  Major  Carnac   to   his  rank   on  account   of   his  gallantry 


against  Mir  Oasim. 

O 


President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

Having  with  the  greatest  pleasure  observed  from  your  advices  by  the 
Royal  George  how  much  the  Company  are  obliged  to  Major  Carnac  for  his 
gallant  behaviour  and  good  services  in  the  engagement  with  the  troops  of 
the  late  Nabob  Cossim  Ally,  we  cannot  in  justice  to  his  merit  omit  making 
a  due  acknowledgment  for  the  same  which  we  accordingly  hereby  do  ;  and 
to  shew  how  high  that  gentleman  stands  in  our  esteem,  we  have  unanimously 
agreed  to  revoke  the  orders  for  his  dismission  contained  in  our  letter  of  the 
8th  February  last,  and  we  direct  that  he  be  forthwith  restored  to  his  rank 
and  station  in  the  service  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  which  to  shew  our 
further  regard  to  him  is  writ  upon  this  occasion  only. 

We  are, 

Your  Loving  Friends, 
John  Dorrien  /  Lau.  Sulivan  /  John 
Boyd  /George  Amy  and  /John  Browne/ 
Timothy  Tullie  /  Fredk.  Pigou  /  John 
Manship/Wm.  Webber/W.  Thornton/ 
Robt.  Burrow/G.  Rooke/William  Snell/ 
Richd.  Warner  /  Hen.  Hadley  /  Charles 

London,  Chambers  /  John  Harrison  /  Hy.  Crabb 

the  10th  April  1764,  *      Boulton, 
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LETTER  DATED  9  MAY  1764 

Recruits  and  officers  for  Bengal— Company  to  support  Mir  Jafar—Clive 
appointed  Governor  and  C.-in-C. — abolition  of  Select  Committees. 

0UR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  The  letters  we  have  wrote  to  you  by  the  ships  of  this  season  which 
left  England  at  the  times  mentioned  in  the  lists  in  the  several  packets,  bore 
date  the  30th  of  December,  the  8th,  9th  and  22nd  February.    We  sent  also 
a  letter  directed  to  President  Vansittart   only,   but   in  his   absence   to   the 
President  and  Governor  and  the  rest  of  the  Select  Committee  for  the  time 
being,  all  which  have  gone  in  triplicate  at  least. 

2.  We  have  also  directed  a  joint  letter  to  you  and  our  Presidents  and 
Councils  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay  under  date  of  the  28th  [23rd]  of  March, 
containing  some  further  instructions  and  directions  for  the  more  effectually 
carrying  into  execution  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
Most  Christian  King,  which  has  been  delivered  in  duplicate  to  the  French 
ambassador  here  for  each  Presidency  to  be  forwarded  from  France  by   a 
commissary  from  that  Court.    We  likewise  send  to  our  said   Presidencies, 
transcripts  of  the  same  signed  by  us  in  duplicate  by  our  own  ships.    Those 
to  you  go  in  the  Fort  William  and  Lapwing. 

3.  By  the  ship  Royal  George  which  arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  31st 
March,  we  received  your  General  and  Separate  Letters  under  date  of  the  29th 
of  September  last,  together  with  the  several  other  packets  and  letters  entrusted 
to  the  care  of  Capt.  Skottowe. 

4.  The  gentlemen  who  compose  the  Secret  Committee  for  this  direction 
are  Thomas  Rons  Esqr.  our  Chairman,  Henry  Crabb  Boulton  Esqr.  Deputy 
Chairman,  John  Boyd,  Charles  Cutts,  Henry  Savage  and  Laurence  Sulivan, 
Esquires, 

5.  We  have  very  little  to  observe  with  respect  to  the  advices  in  your 
General  Letter  of  the  29th  of  September  on  our  mercantile  concerns,  the  only 
matters  of  consequence  to  be  taken  notice  of  in  this  place  being  the  loss  of 
so  many  ships'  passage,  and  your  pressing  request  for  a  plentiful  supply  of 
fire  arms.    As  to  trie  latter  we  send  as  many  this  season  as  can  be  procured 
in  time  and  the  ships  can  conveniently  carry.    The  other  point  affords  us  matter 
for  real  concern  as  the  loss  to  the  Company  by  the  want  of  the  goods  they 
were  to  have  brought  and  the  heavy  expence  of  demorage  has  been  and  will 
be  very  great.    We  make  great  allowances  for  the  accidents  which  in  a  great 
measure  occasioned  their  detention  particularly  the  cruizing  of  the  French 
ships  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  therefore  do  not  blame  you;  at  the 
same  time  we  could  have  wished  you  had  been  forwarder  in  your  investment, 
and  we  make  these  observations  that  you  may  for  the  future  exert  yourselves 
in  every  endeavour  to  get  away  our  shipping  in  a  proper  season  to  save  their 
passages  to  England. 
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6.  As   we  write   a   Separate   Letter   upon   the   troubles   In  Bengal   and 
necessary  dispositions  for  composing  and  allaying  them,  what  therefore  occurs 
upon  considering  your  Seperate  Letter  of  the  29th  of  September   on  that 
subject  will  of  course  be  therein  taken  notice  of. 

7.  We  acquainted  you  in  our  letter  of  the  22nd  of  February  last,  that 
we  had  taken  up  the  ships  Fort  William,  Captain  Edward  Roch  and  the 
Success,  Capt.  Henry  Gardiner  to  be  employed  on  a  voyage  to  Madagascar 
to  provide  slaves  for  the  use  of  our  settlements  on  the  West  Coast,  and  we 
therein  gave  you  the  heads  of  the  agreement  between  the  Company  and  the 
owners  of  the  said  ships. 

8.  In  the  supplement  to  the  said  letter  you  were  Informed  that  upon 
our  hearing  of  the  troubles  which  were  unhappily  broke  out  in  Bengal,  we 
had  altered  the  destination  of  those  ships   and  determined  to   send   them 
directly   to   you   with  as   many  recruits   as   they   could   conveniently   carry, 
amounting  to  about  600  men. 

9.  Upon  further  considering  the  situation  of  affairs  at  your  Presidency 
and  the  Importance  of  your  being  supplied  with  as  large  a  force  as  can 
be  sent  out  this  season,  we  have  for  that  purpose  taken  up  two  other  ships 
which  will  bring  you  about  600  more  recruits,  vizt.,  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Capt.  Burnet,   Abercromby   and  the  Lord  Anson,  Capt.   George   Calbreath, 
Commanders. 

10.  The  said  four  ships  Fort  William,  Success,  Prince  of  Wales  and  Lord 
Anson  are  taken  up  for  the  run  to  India  only  and  when  they  have  duly  deli- 
vered to  you  all  the  goods,  stores,  effects,  recruits  and  whatever  else  belong 
to  the  Company,  they  are  to  be  disposed  of  on  account  of  the  owners.    As 
we  send  you  by  each  ship  a  copy  of  the  agreement  between  the  Company  and 
owners,  we  refer  you  thereto  for  the  terms  and  conditions  which  you  are  In 
every  respect  to  take  care  are  punctually  complied  with,  and  In  particular 
that  part  thereof,  wherein  It  is  expressly  stipulated  that  none  of  the  said  ships 
shall  be  sold  to  the  French  or  any  other  European  nation  except  the  English, 
nor  be  sold  to  any  of  the  country  powers  in  the  East  Indies  without  the  leave 
or  permission  of  the  Company's  Governor  and'  Council,  Chief  or  Resident  at 
such  place  where  they  shall  be  sold,  and  that  at  whatever  settlement  they 
shall  happen  to  be  disposed  of,  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof  shall  give 
security  to  the  said  Governor  and  Council  to  submit  to  and  abide  by  the 
conditions  aforesaid. 

11.  You  will  observe  by  the  beforementioned  agreements  that  two  thirds 
of  the  freight  of  the  said  ships  are  to  be  paid  in  England  and  the  remaining 
third  by  you  ;  in  order  therefore  that  you  may  be  fully  informed  what  Is 
paid  by  us  and  consequently  what  Is  to  be  paid  In  Bengal,  we  send  you  by  each 
ship  a  stated  account  of  what  the  owners  receive  here  to  the  time  of  the 
ships'  departure. 

12.  If  any  of  the  said  ships  proceed  to  our  other  Presidencies  before 
they  are  finally  discharged  from  the  service,  you  will  take  care  to  forward  to 
them   copies   of  the   said   agreements   and   all  other    necessary    papers    and 
informations,  that  our  respective  Governors  and  Councils  may  know  how  to 
act  in  compliance  therewith. 
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13.  Upon  altering  the  voyages  of  the  ships  Fort  William  and  Success  as 
beforementioned,    we    have    taken    up    the    Beckenham,    Capt.     Newman 
Mallack  and  the  Solebay,  Capt.  William  Richardson — Commanders,  to  proceed 
to  Madagascar  to  purchase  slaves  for  the  use  of  our  settlements  upon  the 
West  Coast  of  Sumatra.    These  ships  are  hired  also  for  the  run  to  India  only 
and  then  to  be  disposed  of  upon  account  of  their  owners.    The  terms  and 
conditions  agreed  upon  between  the   Company   and   owners   arc   the   same 
as  those  under  which  the  ships  Fort  William  and  Success  were  to  have  per- 
formed the  said  voyage,  the  heads  whereof  were  communicated   to   you   in 

our  letter  of  the  22nd  February  last. 

j 

14.  If  either  or  both  the  said  ships   shall  happen   to   come   to   Bengal 
and  fall  in  any  respect  under  your  management,  we  give  directions  to  the 
President  and  Council  at  Fort  Marlbro'   to  forward   with   them    the   copies 
of  their  charterparties,  by  which  you  will  be  fully  informed  of  our  agree- 
ments with  the  owners  and  be  enabled  so  far  as  you  may  have  any  concern 
with  them,  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  said  agreements. 

15.  We  have  permitted  several  persons  to  proceed  this  season  to   the 
East  Indies  to  be  entertained  in  the  Company's  service  as  surgeons  at  any 
of  our  settlements  where  they  may  be  wanted  if  found  deserving,  next  after 
such  as  have  been  already  recommended.    We  now  send  you  in  the  several 
packets  lists  of  the  names  of  such  persons  signed  by  our  Secretary  and  this 
method  we  shall  practice  in  future,  which  you  arc  to  observe  as  a  sufficient 
authentication. 

16.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  His  Majesty's 
navy  a  copy  whereof  comes  enclosed,  by  which  you  will  observe  that  the  re- 
mains of  the  stores  sent  out  for  the  use  of  the  squadron  under  the  command 
of  Vice  Adrnl.  Cornish,  after  all  the  ships  are  furnished  with  what  are  requi- 
site for  bringing  them  to  England,  are  to  be  tendered  to  our  several  Presi- 
dencies where  they  may  happen  to  be,  in  behalf  of  the  Company  upon  the 
prices    such  like  species  sell  for  in  the  country,  or  if  it  is  desired,  our  agents 
may  dispose  of  them  to  His  Majesty's  best  advantage,  and  remit  the  value  by 
bills  of  exchange  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  His  Majesty's  navy.    We  shall 
leave  this  affair  so  far  as  you  may  have  any  concern  therein  to  your  discre- 
tion to  determine  upon  taking  all  or  any  part  of  such  stores  as  may  be  con- 
venient and  most  for  the  interest  of  the  Company  upon  the  terms  offered,  or 
otherways  to  dispose  of  them  in  the  manner  desired,  taking  care  to  remit 
to  the  Navy  Board  as  well  as  to  us  regular  and  authenticated  accounts  of  the 
same. 

17.^  The  additional  number  of  recruits  we  send  to  your  Presidency  on 
the  ships  Fort  William,  Success,  Prince  of  Wales  and  Lord  Anson  amounts 
to  about  twelve  hundred  men,  at  least  that  is  our  intention,  but  for  a 
more  exact  information  you  are  referred  to  the  lists  in  the  several  ships' 

packets. 

18.  The  sending  a  proper  number  of  officers  to  keep  the  recruits  under 
proper  discipline  during  the  voyage  and  prevent  mutinies,  being  a  measure 
found  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  we  have  appointed  the  following;  officers  to 
proceed  with  them  vizt. 
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Grainger  Muir 
John  Upton 

John  Nevil  Parker  ^      Captains  of  Infantry. 

John  Ross  l  J 

John  Tottingham 

Roger  Scarlin 

Nathaniel  Kindersley     .    .    .  Do.        of  Artillery 

Burnet  Munifie Do.        of  Infantry 

•n 

James  Thomas 
Luke  Hudson 

John  Shrimpton  T  .  r  T   r 

•L  ,      T         1  >      Lieutenants  oi  Iniantrv 

John  Jones  f 

Charles  Thomson 

James  Piers 

j  ,, 

Alexander  Black First  Lieutenant  of  Artillery 

Wcston  Greenwollers 
William  Denman 

Nathaniel  Ford  „     .          ,,  ,   . 

T  -,      -n     T  ,  >      Ensigns  oi  Inrantrv 

John  Buckley  I  h 

Benjamin  Bennett 
Keneth  Cameron 

.> 

John  Stone  IT-  T-*-          i  r    %     -n 

T  T.        i  T       11  !*      Lieutenant  Fireworkers  or  Artillery 

Ishmael  Jewell  J 

19.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  said  officers  and  recruits  in  Bengal  they  are 
to  be  divided  between  and  incorporated  In  the  three  battalions  of  infantry 
and  the  three  companies  of  artillery  until  those  several  corps  are  compleated 
according  to  the  establishment  laid  down  in  our  letter  of  the  30th  of  December 
last,  regard  being  had  that  the  officers  and  men  intended  for  the  artillery 
service  and  those  for  the  infantry  are  so  placed  accordingly,  agreeable  to  the 
rank  they  are  named  in  the  beforegoing  paragraph,  and  regard  being  also 
had  that  the  officers  who  have  been  already  recommended  to  succeed  in  the 
said  several  corps  are  first  promoted. 

20.  If,  when  the  battalions  and  artillery  companies   are  so  compleated 
there  shall  be  any  of  the  said  officers  and  recruits  remaining,  they  are  to  be 
formed  into  additional  companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery,  if  the  latter 
shall  be  necessary ;  but  these  also  are  to  be  incorporated  in  the  established 
corps  whenever  vacancies  happen  therein. 

21.  In  the  mean  time  and  until  the  officers  can  be  incorporated  as  before- 
mentioned,  they  are  to  have  pay  according  to  their  respective  ranks  from 
the  time  of  their  arrival  in  Bengal,  and  are  to  be  employed  in  such  manner 
wherein  they  may  be  of  most  use  to  the  service. 

22.  Capt.  Nathaniel  Kindersley  who  is  to  succeed  to  the  command  of  an 
artillery  company  in  the  manner  beforementioned,  is  extremely  well  qualified 
in  the  engineering  branch  of  military  service  ;  we  therefore  recommend  him 
to  your  particular  notice  to  be  employed  in  that  way  if  wanted,  and  to  suc- 
ceed to  any  vacancy  that  may  happen  therein  agreeable  to  his  abilities  and 
merit. 
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23.  Mr.  Isaac  Tullie  an  ensign  upon  the  Bengal  establishment  and  who 
we  informed  you  in  our  letter  of  the  30th  December  is  to  have  the  option  of 
being  a  lieutenant  upon  the  Fort  St.  George  establishment,  we  are  now  to 
acquaint  you   and   direct,   that  he  have   the  further   option   of   continuing 
in  Bengal  in  which  case  you  are  to  give  him  a  lieutenant's   commission, 
and  he  is   to  precede  in  rank  all  the  lieutenants   who   arc   now   going   to 
your  settlement  In  the  ships  Fort   William,  Success,  Prince   of   Wales  and 
Lord  Anson. 

» 

24.  As  a  person  well  versed  in  the  method  of  making  gunpowder  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  be  found,  Mr.  [...]*  Walton  has  been  for  three  or  four  years 
qualifying  himself  in  that  manufacture  and  has  offered  his  service  to  proceed 
to  your  Presidency  next  season  when  he  will  be  fully  master  of  the  whole 
process  to  give  you  good  assistance  in  this  particular  branch.    As  an  encour- 
agement to  Mr.  Walton  we  shall  appoint  him  a  factor  upon   the   Bengal 
establishment  to  rank  next  after  the  lowest  factor  upon  the  list  at  the  time 
of  his  arrival. 

25.  In  our  letter  of  22nd  February  last  we  fully  informed  you  of  the  terms 
upon  which  we  had  agreed  to  discharge  the  interest  notes  or  bonds  lost  at  the 
capture  of  Calcutta,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  you  orders  for  discharging 
the  principal  and  interest  on  a  note  or  bond  for  current  rupees  10,000,  standing 
in  the  name  of  John  Zephaniah  Holwell  Esqr.  in  trust  for  the  widow  of  Robert 
Massey  deceased,  Mr.  Holwell  having  performed  the  several  requisites  and 
deposited  the  affidavit  and  security  bond  in  our  hands. 

26.  We  have  now  further  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  William  Fullcrton  has 
in  like  manner  given  us  a  bond  of  indemnity  and  other  requisites  to  our  satis- 
faction in  respect  to  a  lost  note  or  bond  jnade  out  in  the  name  of  Walpole 
Eyre  Esqr.  for  principal  current  rupees  2273-12-9.    We  therefore  hereby  direct 
that  you  pay  the  said  principal  with  interest  due  thereon  to  Mr.  Fullerton's 
attorney,   and   as   the    said   indemnity    bond    and    other    papers    given    by 
Mr.  Fullerton  are  to  remain  in  our  hands  you  need  not  require  any  further 
security  or  evidence  relative  to  this  demand. 

27.  The  executors  of  Mr.  Thomas  Purnell  have  also  made  the  necessary 
affidavit  and  executed  a  bond  of  indemnity,  which  are  likewise  to  remain  in 
our  hands.    You  are  therefore  to  pay  without  further  evidence  or  security  to 
the  proper  attorney  of  the  executors  of  Thomas  Purnell  the  principal  and 
interest  which  shall  be  found  justly  due  on  the  note  or  bond  in  the  name  of 
the  said  Thomas  Purnell.    But  as  we  have  before  apprized  you  that  current 
rupees  13,333-5-3  appear  by  your  treasury  account  for  February  1756  to  have 
been  paid  off  that  bond,  you  are  to  take  care  that  the  same  be  deducted  from 
the  sum  of  current  rupees  39,076-1-6  claimed  by  the  attorney  to  the  heirs  of 
Thomas  PurneU  in  the  years  1759  and  1760  as  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the 
30th  October  1762,  and  you  are  likewise  to  be  very  careful  that  in  calculating 
the  interest  due  regard  be  had  to  that  payment. 

28.  Since  writing  our  letter  of  the  9th  February  last  addressed  to  Henry 
Vansittart  Esq.,  President  and  Governor  at  Fort  William,  and  to  him  only, 
but  in  his  absence  to  the  President  and  Governor  and  the  rest  of  the  Select 

*  William 
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Committee,  for  the  time  being,  and  another  letter  of  the  same  date  to  you 
directing  you  to  act  under  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  person  or  persons 
empowered  in  the  first  named  letter,  the  Royal  George  has  brought  us  your 
advices  of  the  29th  of  September  last,  by  which  we  find  Jaffier  Ally  Khan  is 
reestablished  in  the  subaship ;  we  therefore  now  inform  you  that  the  whole  of 
our  said  letter  is  to  be  entirely  set  aside,  and  it  is  accordingly  hereby  revoked  ; 
and  we  positively  direct  and  order  that  Jaffier  Ally  Khan  be  effectually  support- 
ed in  his  government,  consistent  with  the  interest  of  the  Company  of  which 
you  will  be  the  best  judges. 

29.  We  have  appointed  the  Rt.  Honble  Lord  Clive,  President  and  Governor 
of  our  Presidency  at  Fort  William   and   Commander   in   Chief   of   all  the 

^ 

Company's  forces  there, 

30.  We  have  likewise  appointed  Mr.  William  Brightwell  Simmer  Second  in 
Council  and  to  succeed  to  the  Government  in  case  of  the  death  or  coming  away 
of  Lord  Clive. 

31.  We  have  thought  proper  also  to  restore  Mr.  John  Johnstone  to  his  rank 
and  station  in  the  Council. 

32.  By  the  next  dispatches  which  will  be  in  a  very  short  time,  we  shall 
give  our  further  sentiments  and  directions  with  respect  to  all  the  gentlemen  in 
Council  who  have  been  dismissed  or  suspended  the  service  by  our  orders  and 
remain  in  Bengal. 

33.  Lord  Clive,  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Sykes  take  their  passage  for  Bengal  in 
the  ship  Kent,  which  will  be  dispatched  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

34.  The  General  Court  having  on  the  8th  [5th]  instant  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  vizt. 

"That  this  General  Court  do  recommend  it  to  and  empower  the  Court  of 
Directors  to  agree  with  Lord  Clive  for  the  Payment  of  his  Jaghire1  for  the 
space  of  Ten  Years,  provided  his  Lordship  shall  so  long  live  and  the  Company 
shall  be  in  actual  Possession  of  the  Lands  out  of  which  it  issues,  and  the 
Revenues  thereof  during  that  period  of  time." 

We  direct  therefore  that  all  former  orders  from  us  or  our  Secret  Com- 
mittee to  your  Select  Committee  for  stopping  the  said  jaghire,  are  to 
cease,  and  all  sums  of  money  which  may  have  been  detained  in  conse- 
quence of  those  orders,  are  to  be  paid  to  His  Lordship  on  his  arrival,  or  in  the 

mean  time  to  his  order. 

i 

35.  In  the  4th  paragraph  of  this  letter  we  have  given  you  the  names  of 
the  Secret  Committee ;  their  power  is  to  take  the  necessary  precautions  for 
the  safety  of  the  outward  and  homeward  bound  ships,  the  orders  therefore 
they  or  any  three  of  them  shall  give  for  this  purpose  are  to  be  obeyed  by 
the  Governor  and  any  other  person  or  persons  to  whom  they  are  directed, 

36.  Having  taken  into  consideration  the  powers  with  which  the  Select 
Committees  at  our  several  Presidencies  have  been  invested,  we  have  thought 
proper  entirely  to  annihilate  and  abolish  them,  and  the  said  Committee  is 
accordingly  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  to  be  laid  aside  and  abolished  at 
our  Presidency  of  Fort  William,  the  like  orders  go  to  our  other  Presidencies. 
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37.  We,  having  upon  appointing  Lord  Clive  to  be  our  President  and 
Governor  as  beforementioned,  come  to  a  resolution  that  if  either  Mr.  Spencer 
or  Mr.  Price  shall  happen  to  be  in  Bengal  they  are  to  return  to  Bombay  ; 
however,  if  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter  either  of  them  are  in 
Bengal,  it  is  our  direction  that  such  person  continues  there  until  Lord  Clive 
arrives  to  take  upon  him  the  Government  as  we  intend  to  send  by  the  Kent 
on  which  he  takes  his  passage  the  necessary  directions  for  the  arrangement 
of  the  Council. 

We  arc, 

Your  Loving  Friends, 
Thos.  Rous  /  Hy.  Crabb  Boulton  / 
Geo.  Dudley  /  Lau.  Sulivan  /  Hy.  Sa- 
vage /  Wm.  Webber  /  John  Manship  / 
G.  Rooke  /  George  Cuming  /  J.  Purling/ 
Fredk.  Pigou  /  Hen.  Hadley  /  John 
Harrison  /  R.  Burrow  /  John  Boyd  / 

London,  Willi.   Bar  well  /  John  Roberts  /  Charles 

9th  May  1764.  Chambers, 
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Clive3 s  plan  for  reorganisation  of  Bengal  Army. 

President  and  Council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  The  ships  Fort  William  and  Success  which  carried  our  last  letter  to 
you  of  the  9th  sailed  the  [...]  instant1  by  these  ships  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
Lord  Anson  are  herewith  enclosed  triplicate  and  copy  of  that  letter. 

2.  For  your  particular  information  of  the  consignments  to  the  Presi- 
dency by  these  ships,  we  refer  you  to  their  accompanying  invoices  and  bills 
of  lading  and  as  you  have  already  been  well  informed  of  the  terms  on  which 
they  are  hired,  being  the  same  as  those  the  Fort  William  and  Success  are 
agreed  for,  it  is  material  only  at  present  to  recommend  their  respectively  en- 
closed charterparties  and  freight  accounts  as   settled  here  to  your  careful 
perusal  and  attention. 

3.  On  the  recommendation  of  Lord  Clive  we  have  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  to  the  undermentioned  ranks  in  our  military  service  under 
your  establishment,  vizt. 

Joseph  Peach      ...  as  Major 

Henry  Watson   ...  a  Field  Engineer  and  Captain 

Robert  Grant     .    .    .  Aide-de-Camp  to  his  Lordship  and  Captain,  etc, 

Thomas  Sturges     ,    „  as  a  Lieutenant  of  Horse  ; 
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they  all  take  passage  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  are  to  succeed  in  the  troops 
according  to  the  posts  above  respectively  assigned  them  as  vacancies  shall 
happen,  and  in  the  mean  time  they  are  severally  from  the  day  of  their  arrival 
to  receive  the  pay  usually  allowed  to  the  officers  serving  in  the  like  ranks. 

4.  By  our  ship  Lapwing  and  the  Kent,  which  we  hope  to  send  away  in 
a  few  days,  you  will  receive  our  orders  more  at  large  on  our  affairs  in  general, 
and  particularly  with  relation  to  the  military  system  for  forming  the  infantry 
into  regiments  and  other  regulations  on  the  plan  proposed  by  our  President 
Lord  Clive2. 

5.  Our  agents  at  Fort  Marlborough  under  the  4th  of  June  last  describe 
in  very    affecting   terms   the   entire   neglect  of   assisting  them   with   supplies 
not  only  of  treasure  but  particularly  of  ophium  and  cloth,  whereby  both 
ours  and  their  own  trade  is  in  manifest  danger  of  suffering  the  utmost  pre- 
judice and  the  Dutch  greatly  benefited  ;  this  disregard  to  our  so  frequently 
repeated  and  urgent  recommendations  is  matter  of  great  concern  to  us.    We 
see  upon  paper  indeed  preparatory  measures  for  their   aid,  but  these  not 
fully  and  effectually  executed  must  give  the  last  stroke  to  their  distress  ;  for 
removal   therefore,   of   their   pressing   necessities,   it   is    incumbent   upon   us 
peremptorily  to  insist  upon  your  perfect  obedience  to  our  constant  injunc- 
tions for  affording  assistance  of  every  kind  to  the  West  Coast,  and  that  in 
future  as  punctual  and  speedy  a  compliance  be  paid  to  their  indents  as  if 
they  were  made  immediately  from  us,  for  we  shall  hold  you  in  the  highest 
degree  answerable  for  the  fatal  consequences  of  an  undue  regard  to  their 
requests  for  supplies.    We  observe  that  some  time  after  the  date  of  the  said 
advices  some  assistance  had  been  given  by  yours  and  the  Madrass  Presidency 
from  the  latter  by  means  of  the   Greyhound,,  Leopard  and  Luconia  snows 
and  the  Prince  Henry  packet. 

6.  As  you  are  in  want  of  able  seamen  to  serve  as  pilots  in  the  River  of 
Bengal,  you  will  now  have  a  good  opportunity  of  engaging  some  of  the  mates 
or  other  officers  belonging  to  the  four  ships  Fort  William,  Success,  Prince  of 
Wales  and  Lord  Anson  which  are  to  be  disposed  of  in  India.    You  will  do  well 
therefore,  to  engage  as  many  of  them  as  you  want  and  are  well  qualified  for 
the  said  service,  giving  them  all  proper  encouragement  upon  their  engaging. 
The  like  is  to  be  done  with  respect  to  the  mates  and  officers  of  the  ships 
Beckenham  and  Solebay  bound  to  the  West  Coast  of  Sumatra  in  case  they  arc 
disposed  of  in  Bengal. 

We  arc. 

Your  Loving  Friends, 
Thos.  Rons  /  Hy.  Crabb  Boulton  / 
George.  Dudley  /  J.  Purling  /  Fredk. 
Pigou  /  John  Manship  /  G.  Rookc  / 
Hen.  Hadley  /  Peter  Ducane  Junr.  / 
Robt.  Burrow  /  Heny.  Savage  /  Cha. 

London,  Cutts  /  John  Harrison  /  William  Snell  / 

16th  May  1764.  Charles  Chambers  /  John  Roberts. 


8 


LETTER  DATED  1  JUNE  1764 

Tranquillity  and  security  of  commerce  preferable  to  further  territorial 
expansion  —  constitution  of  the  Council  at  Fort  William  —  dive's  allowances  — 
Bengal  military  establishment  —  repeal  of  order  regarding  double  'b'dtta.—CLwe's 
jagir  —  instructions  regarding  inland  trade. 

President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Your  Separate  Letter  of  the  18th  of  April  1763  contained  a  very  dis- 
agreeable detail  of  your  transactions  to  that  time  and  presented  us  with  a 
melancholy  view  of  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal  at  the  eve  of  a  war 
against  the  then  Nabob  Cossirn  Aly  Cawn  ;  your  following  letter  of  the  29th 
of  September  by  the  Royal  George  continues  the  detail  of  your  proceedings 
but  almost  contrary  to  any  expectations  we  could  flatter  ourselves  with,  ends 
with  the  most  satisfactory  account  of  the  success  of  our  army  and  that  it 
was  your  ^  belief  the  action  near  Rajarnaul,  by  taking  of  and  driving  the  enemy 
from  their  works,  would  be  decisive  of  die  fate  of  the  war,  as  they  seemed  to 
repose  their  chief  confidence  in  the  strength  of  those  works,  and  by  the  loss 
of  them  are,  you  say,  deprived  of  all  supplies  of  provisions  from  Bengal,  and 
which  Is  entirely  secured  to  us.    It  is  our  earnest  wishes  [sic]  that  you  may  be 
right  in  your  conjectures. 

2.  In  former  letters  we  have  given  our  sentiments  upon  the  frequent 
revolutions  in  the  Government  of  Bengal  and  we  still  are  of  the  same  opinion, 
that  they  must  be  productive  of  the  greatest  mischief  and  prejudice  to  the 
Company's  affairs  and  therefore  are  at  all  times  to  be  avoided.    This  last, 
therefore,  by  the  reinstatement  of  Jaffier  Aly  Cawn  in  the  subaship  will  re- 
quire your  utmost  care  and  attention  to  make  it  permanent  and  prevent  any 
future  disturbances  in  the  country,  in  order  to  which,  we  repeat  what  we 
have  directed  in  our  letter  of  the  9th  of  May  ;  that  Jaffier  Aly  Cawn  is  to  be 
effectually  supported  in  his  government  consistently  with  the  treaties  between 
the  Company  and  die  said  Subah,  and  the  interest  of  the  Company  of  which 
you  will  be  the  best  judges.    It  is  proper  to  observe  in  this  place  that  we  are 
well  satisfied  with  our  present  possessions,  and  are  by  no  means,  desirous  of 
adding  to  them.    Their  security  therefore,  the  preserving  the  country  in  a  state 
of  tranquility  and  the  promotion  of  our  commercial  interests  are  the  obiects 
which  must  be  constantly  in  your  view,  and  it  Is  our  positive  order  that  no 
military  enterpnzes  or  expeditions  be  undertaken  or  carried  into  execution 
unless  the  Company's  interest  really  and  Immediately  requires  them 

3.  Before  we  proceed  any  further  we  are  to  inform  you,  that  under  a 
just  sense  of  the  good  conduct  and  gallant  behaviour  of  Major  Thomas 

G  "WO"**  Wlth  **  tr°°S  °f  the 


h™  w 
Aly  Cawn  we  came  to  a  resolution  on  the  1st  May  to  apply  to  His 

through  the  Secretary  at  War  for  a  superior  commission^  that 

in  regard  to  the  great  services  he  has  rendered  the  Company,  aS?  he 

™    '"* 
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4.  Highly  sensible  also  of  the  gallant  behaviour  and  good  services  of 
Major  John  Carnac  on  the  same  occasions,  we  unanimously  revoked  our 
orders  of  dismission,  and  agreed  to  restore  him  to  his  rank  and  station  in 
the  service,  which,  to  shew  our  great  regard  to  him  was  signified  in  a  letter 
to  you  in  quadruplicate  for  this  purpose  only  under  date  of  the  10th  of  April, 
one  of  which  was  sent  by  the  York  to  be  forwarded  from  Bombay  ;  the  other 
three  you  will  receive  by  the  present  conveyances. 

5.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  we  are  further  to  inform  you  that  the  Pro- 
prietors of  this  Company,  most  heartily  concur  with  us  in  the  highest  sense 
of  the  good  and  gallant  behaviour  of  those  gentlemen  as  also  of  the  rest  of 
the  officers  and  troops  under  their  command :  we  cannot  better  convey  to 
you  their   sentiments  than  by  inserting   the  resolutions   themselves   of   the 
General  Court  held  on  the  5th  of  last  month,  at  which  it  is  thought  there 
was  the  greatest  number  of  proprietors  assembled  ever  known,  vizt. 

"Resolved,  Nemine  Contradicente,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Court  be  given 
4 'to  Major  Adams  for  his  Spirited  and  wise  Conduct  in  saving  the  Company's 
"Settlements  in  Bengal  from  imminent  Danger. 

"Resolved,  Nemine  Contradicente,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Court  be  given 
"to  the  Court  of  Directors  for  their  Wise  and  prudent  Resolution  for  an 
"humble  Application  to  His  Majesty  through  the  Secretary  at  War  in  favour 
"of  Major  Adams  as  mentioned  in  their  Minutes  of  the  1st  May,  and  that 
"they  be  desired  to  carry  the  Same  forthwith  into  Execution. 

"Resolved,  Nemine  Contradicente,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Court  be  given 
"to  Major  Carnac  and  the  rest  of  the  Officers  and  Troops  who  distinguished 
"themselves  by  their  Gallant  Behaviour  in  saving  the  Company's  Settlements  in 
"Bengal  from  imminent  danger  under  the  Command  of  Major  Adams." 

6.  You  will  notify  the  beforegoing  to  the  Majors  Adams  and  Carnac 
and  the  other  officers  and  troops  in  the  most  honourable  and  publick  manner. 

7.  Upon  reconsidering  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal  as  advised 
in  your  letters  by  the  Royal  George  so  far  as  respects  the  several  Members 
of  the  Council  who  had  incurred  our  censure,  we  have  thought  proper  to 
reinstate  Mr.  William  Ellis  in  the  Company's  service  upon  the  Bengal  estab- 
lishment.   We  have  also  restored  Mr.  John  Johnstone  and  Mr.  William  Hay 
to  the  service  ;  we  have  likewise  taken  off  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Hugh  Watts. 

8.  These  acts  of  lenity  we  hope  (as  we  are  certain  they  ought)  will  be 
productive  of  that  gratitude  and  a  proper  sense  of  duty  to  the  Company  on 
the  part  of  those  gentlemen  as  will  influence  their  future  conduct  in  such  a 
manner  as  may  justly  merit  our  approbation. 

9.  Presuming  that  what  is  now  said  will  have  the  desired  effect,  those 
gentlemen  are  constituted  part  of  the  Council  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

10.  As  to  Mr.  Stanlake  Batson,  his  violent  behavior  in  many  instances 
has  been  so  very  extraordinary,  particularly  at  the  Council  Board,  that  we 
cannot  think  of  restoring  him. 

11.  On  the  12th  of  March  last  the  General  Court  of  Proprietors  having 
come  to  a  resolution, 
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"That  it  was  the  desire  of  the  said  Court  Lord  Glive  be  requested  to  lake 
upon  him  the  Station  of  President  of  Bengal  and  the  Command  oE  the  Com- 
pany's Military  Forces  there  upon  his  Lordship's  arrival  at  the  said  Presidency/' 

12.  And  His  Lordship  having  signified  his  acceptance  of  the  same,  he  is 
accordingly  appointed  President  and  Governour. 

13.  We,  having  ordered  Mr.  John  Spencer  to  return  to  Bombay,  as  you 
will  observe  by  the  37th  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  9th  of  May,  this  order 
extends  also  to  Mr.  William  Andrew  Price  if  he  shall  happen  to  be  in  Bengal 
in  lieu  of  Mr.  Spencer  ;  accordingly  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  either  one 
or  the  other  who  may  happen  to  be  there  is  to  return  to  Bombay. 

14.  Under  these  circumstances  we  have  appointed  Mr.  William   Bright- 
well  Stunner  Second  in  Council  at  Fort  William  and  to  succeed  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  case  of  the  death  or  coming  away  of  Lord  Clive. 

15.  Having   premised   thus   much    we    arc    now    to    inform    you    of    the 
names  of  the  several  persons   who  are   appointed  to   compose   our   Council 
for  managing  and  conducting  all  our  affairs  at  the  Presidency  of  Fort  William 
in  Bengal,  to  whom  all  due  obedience  is  to  be  paid,  vizi., 

The  Right  Hon'blc  Robert  Lord  Clive  .     President  and  Governour 
William  Brightwell  Sunnier     ....     Second  and  to  succeed  to  the  Govern- 

ment in  case  of  the  death  or  coining 
away  of  Lord  Clive 

Brigadier  General  John  Carnac    .    .     .     Third,  but  never  to  rise  higher  in  the 

Council. 
Mr.  William  Ellis 

Mr.  Charles  Stafford  Playdell 
Mr.  William  Billers 
Mr.  Harrv  Verelst 

j 

Mr.  John  Carrier 

Mr.  Warren  Hastings 

Mr.  John  Johnstone 

Mr.  Francis  Sykes 

Mr.  William  Hay 

Mr.  Randolph  Marriott 

Mr.  Hugh  Watts 

Mr.  Ascanius  William  Senior 

Mr.  John  Chambers. 

16.  We  send  by  the  ship  Kent  a  commission*  under  the  Company's  sc-,1 
coastuutmg  the  «d  Council  accordingly;  however,  it  is  our  f  ,      7di    c 
uon  that  m  case  Brigadier  General  Thomas  Adams  shall  continue  in  Ik 
wnh  the  Kmg's  troops  he  is  to  have  a  seat  and  voice  at  the  BoaM  wfe 

consideration  and  is  »  rank 


17.    Although  General  Carnac  is  to  have  a  seat  and  voice  in  the  Council 


appemrnto'h^oV'Ufs^^r^f1'*/8   tO  tc  -f°Und  bctorc  ™   *««•, 
ai  the  end  of  th?  letter.     °°P>lStS  carclc^ness  ,  here  for  convenience  it  has  been  printed 
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in  the  rank  beforementioned,  it  is  meant  that  he  is  to  remain  fixed  and 
never  to  rise  to  an  higher  station  therein,  and  consequently  is  not  to  succeed 
to  the  Government  upon  any  vacancy,  the  same  to  be  filled  up  on 
such  an  event  by  and  confined  to  our  civil  servants  according  to  the  general 
custom  and  usage  of  the  Company. 

18.  No  other  military  officers  are  to  have  a  seat  or  voice  at  the  Board, 
but  are  to  be  consulted  as  occasions  may  require  upon  military  affairs  only, 
of  which  you  will  be  the  properest  judges. 

19.  Upon   the   decease   or   coming   away   of  General  Carnac,  no   other 
military  officer  or  officers  are  to  have  a  constant  seat  In  Council  without  our 
express  leave,  but  the  next  in  command  is  to  have  a  seat  and  voice  at  the 
Board  upon  military  affairs  only. 

20.  Having  considered  what  allowances  should  be  made  to  Lord  Clive 
as  President  and  Governour,  we  have  agreed  to  settle  upon  His  Lordship,  and 
he  is  accordingly  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  a  year  to  be 
paid  him  monthly,  to  commence  upon  his  arrival  in  Bengal  which,  together 
with  the  one  per  cent  commission  he  is  entitled  to  as  President  out  of  the 
two  and  an  half  per  cent  coinage  duty,  are  to  be  in  full  consideration  for  all 
his  services  both  civil  and  military  ;  consequently  His  Lordship  Is  to  have  n6 
allowance  whatsoever  by  way  of  commission  or  otherwise  out  of  the  revenues 
from  any  of  our  territorial  acquisitions  whatsoever,  and  our  order  thereupon 
as  contained  in  our  letters  of  the  13th  of  March  1761  and  the  15th  of  May 
1763  are  from  this  time  forward  to  be  null  and  void. 

21.  We  do  not  mean  to  hinder  His  Lordship  from  receiving  the  usual 
commission  arising  from  the  coral  and  other  licensed  articles  consigned  to 
him  by  private  merchants  ;  this  His  Lordship  is  to  have  the  benefit  of  in  the 
usual  manner. 

22.  Considering   that   some   of   the   Council   will   be   employed   at   the 
subordinate  settlements  in  order  to  allow  for  the  same  and  to  have  a  sufficient 
number  remain  at  the  Presidency,  the  whole  number  in  the  rank  of  Council 
ought  not  to  be  fewer  than  sixteen,  the  President  and  military  officer  included  ; 
when  therefore  that  number  is  lessened  by  death  or  otherways,  we  direct  that 
the  next  covenant  servant  or  servants  in  standing  be  directly  taken  in,  If  there 
are  no  well  grounded  reasons  to  prevent  their  admission. 

23.  In  our  letters  of  the  30th  of  December  and  8th  of  February  you  were 
informed   of  our  appointing  Brigadier   General   Caillaud2   to   comma-nd  our 
forces  at  your  Presidency  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  different  arrangements 
we  have  since  made,  we  have  thought  proper  to  alter  his  destination  and  to 
constitute  him  commander  of  all  our  forces  upon  the  Coast  of  Choromandel 
next  under  Major  Genl.  Lawrence.    However  he  does  not  proceed  to  his  .sfatiori 
until  the  departure  of  the  first  ship  next  season,  on  which  he  is  to  take  his 
passage. 

24.  In  our  letter  of  the  30th  of  December  last,  we  laid  down  the  parti- 
culars of  the  military  plan  adopted  for  the  Bengal  establishment,  which  is  td 
consist  of  three  battalions  of  infantry  containing  seven  hundred  men -each./ 
three  companies  of  artillery  containing  one  hundred  men  each,  and  two  trobps 
of  horse  of  one  hundred  men  in  each,  making  together  2600  Europeans; 
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also  four   battalions   of   seapoys   containing   one   thousand   in   each   making 
together  four  thousand  seapoys. 

25.  The  said  establishment  is  to  be  adhered  to  as  to  the  number  of  men 
for  the  present ;  however,  we  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  reduce  it 
whenever  it  may  be  done  with  safety ;  on  the  other  hand  we  give  you  leave 
to  encrease  it  as  far  as  shall  appear  to  be  absolutely  necessary  and  the  exigency 
of  affairs  really  requires  a  larger  number  and  not  otherwise. 

26.  Lord  Clive  having  represented  to  and  satisfied  us  of  the  great  utility 
of  the  battalions  being  put  into  the  form  of  a  regiment  by  having  a  proper 
number  of  field  officers  at  the  head  of  each  agreeable  to  the  methods  practised 
in  His  Majesty's  forces,  and  indeed  in  all  the  regular  corps  in  Europe,  we 
have  therefore  determined  that  each  of  the  beforementioned  battalions  of 
Europeans,  instead  of  being  commanded  by  a  Major  only,  have  a  Colonel,  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  a  Major. 

27.  And  His  Lordship  having  recommended  the  following  gentlemen  and 
we  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  their  character  and  merit  do  hereby  direct 
that, 

Major  John  Carnac  who  has  so  well  signalized  himself  in  the  service  as 
has  been  already  mentioned  be  Colonel  of  the  First  Battalion  ; 

Major  Richard  Smith3  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Second  Battalion  and  Major 
Randfurlie  Knox  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Third  Battalion. 

28.  We  further  direct  that  Sir  Robert  Barker4  have  the  chief  command 
of  the  corps  of  artillery  with  the  rank  of  Colonel. 

29.  As  we  would  have  the  Lieutenant  Colonels  and  Majors  promoted 
from  the  most  deserving  among  the  officers  upon  your  establishment  agree- 
able to  their  rank,  yet  we  must  here  add  that  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  who  has 
greatly  distinguished  himself  in  our  service  and  to  whom  we  gave  a  Major's 
brevet  as  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  30th  of  December  last  is  to  be  pro- 
moted according  to  his  rank,  and  Captain  Joseph  Peach  recommended  by 
Lord  Clive  and  who  has  the  general  character  of  an  excellent  officer  in  His 
Majesty's  service  and  to  whom  we  also  gave  the  rank  of  Major. as  mentioned 
in  our  letter  of  the  16th  of  May  is  likewise  to  be  promoted  accordingly. 

30.  Lord  Clive  having  further  recommended  Lieutenant  Henry  Watson  to 
be  a  field  engineer  with  the  rank  of  Captain— Captain  Grant  to  be  Aid  du 
Camp  to  his  Lordship  and  to  be  a  Captain  on  a  vacancy— Cornet  Sturges  to 
be  a  Lieutenant  of  Horse,  we  leave  it  to  His  Lordship  and  the  rest  of  the 
Council  to  rank  and  station  them  as  they  shall  see  fit. 

31.  Each  of  the  field  officers  is  to  have  a  company  with  ten  shillings  a 
day  pay,  and  as  field  officers  they  are  to  have  an  additional  pay  vizt.,  a  Colonel 
fifteen  shillings  a  day,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  ten  shillings,  and  a  Major  five 
shillings. 

32.  Notwithstanding  what  is  beforementioned  with  respect  to  the  pay 
of  the  colonels,  we  hereby  direct  that  Brigadier  General  John  Carnac  in  lieu 
of  the  twenty  five  shillings  a  day  is  to  be  allowed  as  a  Brigadier  General, 
one  of  the  Council,  Colonel  of  the  First  Battalion  and  as  Captain  of  a  company,' 
the  sum  of  seven  hundred  pounds  a  year  in  full  consideration  for  his  services 
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in  all  his  said  several  stations  except  that  in  addition  thereto  he  is  to  have  an 
house  or  apartment  to  reside  in. 

33.  The  beforegoing  together  with  what  you  have  been  informed   of 
relating  to  the  military  system  at  your  Presidency  in  our  former  letters  of  this 
season  are  the  outlines  which  His  Lordship  and  you  are  to  perfect  and  carry 
into  execution  as  nearly  conformable  thereto  as  can  be  consistently  done. 

34.  His  Majesty  has  been  most  graciously  pleased  to  grant  Lord  Clive 
a  brevet  to  take  rank  as  a  Major  General  in  the  East  Indies. 

35.  Upon  our  intercession  His  Majesty  has  been  further  most  graciously 
pleased  to  grant  the  following  brevets,  vizt., 

To  Major  Thomas  Adams  to  take  rank  as  a  Brigadier  General,  that  he 
may  have  the  command  next  under  Lord  Clive  so  long  as  the  King's  troops 
continue  in  Bengal ; 

To  Major  John  Carnac  to  take  rank  as  a  Brigadier  General  next  below 
General  Adams ; 

And  to  Majors  Richard  Smith  and  Randfuriie  Knox  and  Sir  Robert 
Barker  to  take  rank  as  Colonels,  all  which  brevets  are  for  the  East  Indies  only. 

36.  We  ourselves  give  Colonel's  commissions  under  the  Company's  seal 
to  the  following  gentlemen,  vizt.  to  John  Carnac  Esqr.,  Richard  Smith  Esqr., 
Randfuriie  Knox  Esqr.  and  Sir  Robert  Barker ;  as  to  the  Lieutenant  Colonels 
and  Majors  they  are  to  have  commissions  as  such  from  the  Governour. 

37.  As  our  military  system  upon  the  Coast  of  Choromandel  is  upon  the 
like  footing  as  that  in  Bengal  Colonel's  commissions  are  given  under  the 
Company's  seal  to  John  Caillaud,  Charles   Campbell   and  Achilles  Preston 
Esqrs. 

38.  And  upon  our  application  to  His  Majesty,  brevets  are  granted  to 
John   Caillaud   Esqr.   to   take   rank   as   Brigadier   General,   also    to    Charles 
Campbell  and  Achilles  Preston  Esqrs.  to  take  rank  as  Colonels. 

39.  We  gave  you  our  sentiments  so  fully  upon  the  exorbitant  military 
expences  at  your  Presidency  in  our  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  1763  that  we 
have  now  only  most  positively  to  enforce  the  orders  therein  given  for  your 
taking  every  opportunity  to  reduce  them  within  the  most  frugal  bounds  the 
general  good  of  the  service  will  admit  of.    But  with  respect  to  the  double 
batta*  however,  we  as  positively  order  that  immediately  upon  the  receipt 
hereof,  half  of  it  be  struck  off,  that  is  to  say,  all  our  military  are  to  have 
single  batta  only  in  the  same  manner  as  is  allowed  at  6ur  Presidency  of 
Fort  St.  George,  and  even  this  single  batta  we  most  earnestly  recommend  it 
to  you  to  reduce  whenever  circumstances  will  admit  of  it. 

40.  We  need  only  to  remind  you  that  all  our  officers  and  others  in  the 
military  department  are,  as  they  ought,  and  were  always  intended  to  be 
according  to  the  constitution  of  the  Company,  subordinate  to  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  civil  power  of  the  President  and  Council,6  and  we  direct  that 
this  fundamental  fight  be  accordingly  kept  up  and  maintained  in  a  proper 
manner.  * 

41.  James  Oldis  is  appointed  an  iron  founder  for  Bengal,  and  is  to  take 
passage  on  the  Kent.    He  goes  out  on  the  same  terms  in  every  respect  as 
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the  other  artificers  heretofore  sent,  is  to  engage  to  serve  for  five  years  after 
his  arrival  at  ninety  pounds  per  annum,  in  full  for  wages,  diet  money  and 
all  other  allowances  whatever. 

42.  On  the  Kent  will  be  sent  the  only  few  articles  which  can  at  present 
be  procured  for  casting  shot  and  consist  of  three  iron  cylinders,  two  pair  of 
double  chambered  bellows  and  six  pair  of  shot  moulds  of  one  pounder. 

43.  The  Lapwing  being  fitted  out  as  an  advice  vessel  only,  upon  her 
arrival  therefore  we  leave  it  to  your  discretion  in  concert  with  the  President 
and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  to  return  her  to  England  if  wanted  for  the 
like  purpose,  to  employ  her,  or  dispose  of  her  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
found  most  for  the  Company's  interest ;  as  she  is  employed  on  this  occasion, 
no  goods  are  shipped  on  our  account,  but  we  have  put  on  board  five  hundred 
ounces  of  foreign  silver  for  her  use  in  the  voyage,  in  case  she  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  touching  at  any  port,  for  which  Captain  Griffin  is  to  be 
accountable  to  you ;  we  enclose  an  inventory  of  the  Lapwing,  together  with 
every  thing  belonging  to  her,  the  account  of  the  charges  of  the  outset,  the 
contract  of  the  mariners  with  the  account  of  their  respective  wages,   the 
manifest  of  private  trade  licensed  to  be  shipped,  the  copy  of  the  instructions 
to  the  commander  and  all  other  necessary  papers. 

44.  The  ship  Kent,  one  of  our  ships  bound  to  Bombay  with  a  cargo  for 
that   Presidency,    is    ordered    to    proceed    first    to    Bengal    to    accommodate 
Lord  Clive,  his  family  and  attendants  with  a  passage,  as  also  Messrs.  Sumncr 
and  Sykes  two  of  the  Council ;  as  soon  therefore  as  the  said  passengers  and 
their  baggage  are  landed,  as  also  any  consignments  for  your  Presidency,  you 
are  to  give  the  commander  orders  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Bombay, 
his  original  consigned  port. 

^  ^45.  We  have  so  repeatedly  complained  of  the  great  inconvenicncies 
arising  to  us  from  the  want  of  the  General  Books  of  your  Presidency,  that  we 
could  not  have  apprehended  it  would  be  necessary  for  us  to  say  any  thing 
further  upon  the  subject,  but  we  cannot  help  renewing  our  remonstrances  on 
observing  by  your  Consultations  of  the  27th  June  1763  that  the  General 
Books  to  April  1759  only  were  then  balanced  and  delivered  to  the 
Sub-Accountant. 

46,  It  is  a  matter  of  concern  as  well  as  surprize  to  us  that  when  we  had 
the  greatest  reason  to  expect  your  General  Books  compleat  to  April  1762,  we 
should  find  them  as  far  behind  as  they  were  two  years  ago  ;  and  here  we 
doubt  not  but  you  will  condemn  yourselves   for   having   suffered   so   long 
Mr.  Magee's  delay  in  finishing  the  General  Books  when  you  had  given  him 
an  aUowance  of  Arcot  Rupees  2500  per  annum  solely  for  this  purpose.    But 
as  we  now  find  you  have  appointed  your  Sub- Accountant  with  the  same 
distinct  allowance  for  compleating  the  three  remaining  sets  of  books,  we 
hope  they  will  be  expedited  as  much  as  possible,  for  we  need  not  observe  to 
you  that  it  must  be  in  some  measure  reproachful  to  us  as  well  as  yourselves 
that  we  should  not  be  able  to  examine  into  the  general  or  particular  state 
of  the  accounts  of  so  important  a  Presidency. 

47.  We  have  further  reason  to  complain  that  your  other  books  have  been 
by  no  means  regularly  and  perfectly  transmitted,  but  as  we  apprehend  that 
the  .business  of  the  several  offices  will  not  now  be  retarded  for  want  of  a 
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sufficient  number  of  hands  to  compleat  their  respective  books,  we  earnestly 
recommend  to  your  attention  that  for  the  future  these  be  sent  to  us  In 
regular  succession  and  due  course  of  time  ;  and  as  the  military  expences  of 
your  Presidency  have  been  and  may  continue  to  be  an  object  of  great 
importance,  you  must  be  particularly  careful  that  the  Commissary's  and 
Military  Paymaster's  books  be  duly  transmitted  to  us. 

48.  We  find  many  of  our  servants  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  to 
their  relations  and  friends  copies  from  your  Consultations,  letters  and  other 
papers  containing  very  material  transactions  and  some  of  them  before  we 
have  even  received  the  originals  or  any  account  of  them.    This  is  such  a 
breach  of  duty  to  the  Company  as  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  and  therefore 
we   absolutely   forbid   such  practices   In   future,   under   the   penalty   of  our 
highest  displeasure,  of  which  you  are  to  give  publick  notice  for  the  informa- 
tion of  all  our  servants  in  general. 

49.  In  our  letter  of  the    17th  December    1762,  we  represented  to  you 
the   negligence   and  inattention   of   our   junior   servants   to   the   Company's 
business,  and  gave  you  very  full  directions  how  you  were  to  proceed  with 
them  ;  sorry  we  are  to  observe  that  from  what  has  occurred  since,  we  are 
convinced  our  complaints  were  too  well  founded ;  we  therefore  enforced  our 
said  directions  on  the  22nd  February  last,  and  we  now  most  positively  direct 
that  they  be  effectually  carried  into  execution  against  every  one  of  our  said 
junior  servants  who  shall  continue  in  a  neglect  of  his  duty. 

50.  The   friends    of   George    Godefridus   Delagarde,    a   writer    on   your 
establishment,  have  informed  us  that  a  relation  of  his  in  England  has  settled 
upon  him  a  small  real  estate  on  condition  that  he  changes  his  name  to 
George  Godefridus  Draycott ;  you  may   therefore  permit  him  to  take  the 
said  name  of  Draycott  in  future,  if  he  is  inclined  so  to  do. 

j 

51.  By  this  packet  we  send  you  a  duplicate  of  the  deed  of  agreement7 
entered  into  between  the  Company  and  Lord  Clive  relative  to  his  jaghire 
pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  a  General  Court  which  is  to  remain  in  the  treasury 
of  your  Presidency  to  be  made  use  of  in  India  as  occasion  may  require.    We 
need  give  you  no  other  directions  relative  to  it  than  that  you  are  to  co-operate 
with  His  Lordship  in  procuring  a  grant  of  the  reversion  of  this  jaghire  to 
the  Company  according  to  His  Lordship's  agreement 

52.  In  case  of  Lord  Clive's  death  before  such  a  grant  can  be  procured, 
you  are  to  take  it  upon  yourselves,  that  is  to  say  the  President  and  Council 
for  the  time  being,  to  solicit  for  and  use  your  best  endeavours  to  obtain  one 
in  as  effectual  a  manner  as  if  His  Lordship  had  been  living  to  co-operate 
with  you, 

53.  We  also  send  you  by  this  conveyance  and  shall  do  so  by  others  a 
deed  for  covenant8  to  be  entered  into  by  yourselves  and  all  our  civil  servants 
and  another  to  be  executed  by  all  the  military  officers  which  agreements  are 
prepared  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  a  General  Court  of  Proprietors  held  the 
2nd  of  May  last,  and  afterwards  approved  of  by  a  subsequent  General  Court 
upon  a  ballot.    You 'are  to  take  care  that  the  same  be  executed  by  all  persons 
in  our  service  and  that  the  execution  of  them  be  attested  by  proper  wit- 
nesses, and  we  desire  that  each  person  may  execute  a  duplicate  and  that  one 
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part  may  remain  with  you  In  India  and  the  other  transmitted  to  us  to  be 
made  use  of  in  England  as  occasion  may  require. 

54.  For  the  reasons  given  In  our  letter  of  the  8th  of  February  last,  we 
were  then  induced  to  send  positive  orders  to  put  a  final  and  effectual  end  to 
the  inland  trade  in  salt,  "beetle  nut,  tobacco  and  all  other  articles  whatsoever 
produced  and  consumed  In  the  country  ;  to  the  remarks  we  made  in  that 
letter  we  must  add  one  observation  which  is,  it  appears  very  extraordinary 
that  in  a  trade  so  extremely  lucrative  to  individuals,  the  interest  of  the  Company 
should  not  have  been  at  all  attended  to  or  considered. 

55.  Those  orders  were  sent,  it  is  true,  before  we  received  the  new  treaty 
you  entered  Into  with  Jaffeir  Aly  Cawn9  upon  his  reestablishment  in   the 
subahship,  in  which  it  is  agreed,  that  the  English  shall  carry  on  their  trade 
bv  means  of  their  own  dustick  free  from  all  duties,  taxes  and  impositions  In 
all  parts  of  the  country  excepting  the  article  of  salt  on  which  a  duty  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent  is  to  be  levyed  on  the  rowanna  or  Houghly  market  price 
wherein  it  is  further  agreed  that  the  late  perwannahs  issued  by  Cossirn  Aly 
Cawn,  granting  to  all  merchants  the  exemption  of  all  duties  for  the  space  of 
two  years,  shall  be  reversed  and  called  in  and  the  duties  collected  as  before. 

56.  These  are  terms  which  appear  to  be  so  very  injurious  to  the  Nabob 
and  to  the  natives,  that  they  cannot  In  the  very  nature  of  them  tend  to  any 
thing  but  the  producing  great  heart  burnings  and  dissatisfaction  and  con- 
sequently there  can  be  little  reason  to  expect  the  tranquillity  of  the  country 
can  be  permanent ;  the  orders  therefore  in  our  said  letter  of  the  8th  of 
February  are  to  remain  in  force  until  a  more  equitable  and  satisfactory  plan 
can  be  formed  and  adopted,  which  as  it  is  [is]  impossible  for  us  to  frame  here, 
destitute  as  we  are  of  the  informations  and  lights  necessary  to  guide  us  in 
settling  such  an  important  affair. 

57.  You   are  therefore  hereby  ordered  and  directed  as   soon  after  the 
receipt  of  this  as  may  be  convenient  to  consult  the  Nabob  as  to  the  manner 
of  carrying  on  the  inland  trade  in  salt,  beetle  nut,  tobacco,  and  the  other 
articles  produced  and  consumed  In  the  country  which  may  be  most  to  his 
satisfaction  and  advantage,  the  Interest  of  the  Company  and  likewise  of  the 
Company's  servants. 

58.  You  are  thereupon  to  form  a  proper  and  equitable  plan  for  carrying 
on  the  said  trade  and  transmit  the  same  to  us  accompanied  by  such  explana- 
tions, observations  and  remarks  as  may  enable  us  to  give  our  sentiments  and 
directions  thereupon  in  a  full  and  explicit  manner. 

59.  In  doing  this,  as  before  observed,  you  are  to  have  a  particular  regard 
to  the  interest  and  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Nabob  both  with  respect  to  his 
revenues,  and  the  proper  support  of  his  government ;  in  short  this  plan  must 
be  settled  with  his  free  will  and  consent,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
afford  any  just  grounds  for  complaint. 

60.  In  the  next  place  the  utmost  care  and  attention  must  be  bestowed 
in  forming  the  said  plan  that  in  some  proper  mode  or  shape  a  just  and 
equitable  consideration  be  secured  for  the  Company. 

61 .  If  any  inconveniencies  shall  be  apprehended  to  arise  to  the  Company's 
Investments  upon  carrying  on  such  an  inland  trade,  you  are  to  give  us  your 
full  thoughts  thereupon  and  in  what  manner  they  may  be  obviated. 
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62.  You   are   to   give   us   your   Impartial   and   unbiassed   thoughts   also 
whether  the  carrying  on  this  Inland  trade  may  affect  the  just  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  French,  Dutch  or  any  other  Europeans,  and  tend  thereby 
to  draw  on  any  national  altercations  and  embroils  which  are  by  all  means 
to  be  avoided  in  forming  the  said  plan ;  therefore  you  are  to  be  particularly 
careful  to  prevent  these  or  any  other  evils  of  the  like  kind. 

63.  And  here  let  it  be  remarked  that  no  persons  whatsoever  have  a 
right  to  trade  within  the  limits  of  the  Company's  charter  without  their  licence 
if  any  new  tracks  of  land  are  fallen  into.    Surely  therefore  the  Company's 
interest  ought  to  have  the  preference  and  be  equitably  considered  In  order 
to  induce  them  to  permit  their  servants  to  participate  in  the  advantages  result- 
ing from  such  trade. 

64.  In  the  20th  paragraph  of  this  letter  we  have  mentioned  that  the 
sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  a  year  is  to  be  allowed  Lord  Clive  as  President 
and  Governour.    We  do  not  mean  that  sum  is  to  include  his  extraordinary 
expences,  in  case  His  Lordship  shall  at  any  time  be  under  the  necessity  of 
taking  the  field.    We  therefore  direct  that  all  such  expences  be  borne  by 
the  Company  and  paid  to  His  Lordship  out  of  our  cash  in  Bengal  accord- 
ingly, in  which  all  the  frugality  is  recommended  that  is  consistent  with  the 
service. 

65.  The  said  six  thousand  pounds  a  year  Is  Intended  as  an  appointment 
to   Lord   Clive  only   and  not  to  be  allowed   to   any  future  President  and 
Governor.    We  therefore  direct  that  any  person  who  shall  immediately  and  In 
future  succeed  to  the  Government  after  His  Lordship,  be  allowed,  over  and 
above  the  commission  on  the  coinage  duty,  three  thousand  pounds  a  year 
as  settled  In  our  letter  of  the  13th  of  March  1761  for  salary,  expences  of  his 
table    and    all    other    charges    and    expences    whatsoever    as    President    and 
Governour. 

66.  Notwithstanding  the  directions  in  our  letter  of  the  8th  of  February 
last  for  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Batson  and  sending  him  home  in  one  of  the 
ships  that  will  be  dispatched  In  the  season  of  the  year  1765,  we  do  at  the 
request  of  his  friends  permit  him  to  continue  in  Bengal  to  settle  his  own 
private  affairs,  a  year  from  the  time  of  your  receiving  the  said  letter,  but 
you  are  to  observe  he  stands  dismissed  from  the  Company's  service  as  directed 
in  that  letter  and  confirmed  in  the  10th  paragraph  of  this. 

67.  The  General  Court  of  Proprietors  having  on  account  of  the  critical 
situation  of  the  Company's  affairs  in  Bengal  requested  Lord  Clive  to  take  upon 
him  the  station  of  President  and  the  command  of  the  Company's  military 
forces  there,  His  Lordship  has  been  appointed  President  and  Governor  accord- 
ingly as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  letter.    The  intention  of 
the  General  Court  in  desiring  Lord  Clive  to  go  to  Bengal  was,  that  by  His 
Lordship's    character    and   influence,    peace    and   tranquility    might   be    the 
easier  restored   and   established  In   that   subahship ;   in    order    therefore   to 
answer   these  purposes  in   a  manner   that  we   apprehend  may   prove  most 
effectual,  we  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  a  committee10  on  this  occasion 
consisting    of    His    Lordship,    Mr.    William    Brightwell    Sumner,    Brigadier 
General  Carnac,  also  Messrs.  Harry  Verelst  and  Francis  Sykes  to  whom  we  do 
hereby  give  full  powers  to  pursue  what  means  they  shall  judge  most  proper 
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to  attain  those  desirable  ends.  But  however  in  all  cases  where  it  can  be  done 
conveniently,  the  Council  at  large  is  to  be  consulted  by  the  said  committee, 
though  the  power  of  determining  is  to  be  in  that  committee  alone.  We 
further  direct  that  as  soon  as  peace  and  tranquility  are  restored  and  estab- 
lished in  the  sttbahship  of  Bengal  then  the  said  extraordinary  powers  are 

immediately  to  cease  and  the  said  committee  be  dissolved. 

.' 

68.  As  we  would  have  the  said  committee  so  long  as  It  is  necessary  to 
exist  as  beforementioned  to  consist  of  five  members,  in  case  therefore  of  a 
vacancy  or  vacancies  by  death  or  absence  from  Fort  William,  they  arc  to 
be  filled  up  by  the  said  committee  out  of  such  of  the  civil  members  of  the 
Council  as  they  shall  think  proper  from  time  to  time. 

69.  We  are  also  to  inform  you  and  direct,  that  the  said  committee  is 
to,  be  the  committee  for  defending  the  settlement  in  case  of  being  attacked 
by  an  enemy,  agreeable  to  the  directions  and  rules  laid  down  in  our  letter 
of  the  12th  of  May  1758,  to  which  is  to  be  added  Sir  Robert  Barker,  the 
Colonel  and  commandant  of  the  corps  of  artillery. 

70.  The   powers   of   the    said   committee    are   by   no    means   meant   to 
invalidate  or  dispense  with  or  in  any  way  prevent  the  carrying  strictly  into 
execution  the  >  orders^  contained  in  the  53rd  paragraph  of  this  letter,  with 
respect  to  the  deed  of  covenant ;  all  our  servants  both  civil  and  military  are 
to  enter,  into  according  to  the  .true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  covenant. 

r  ,71.  -In  consequence  of  the  arrangement  we  have  made  of  the  Council 
at  our  Presidency  in  Bengal ;  and  the  ordering  Mr.  Spencer  to  return  to 
Bombay  as  mentioned  in  this  letter,  Mr.  Spencer  is  to  be  informed  that  we 
have  appointed  him  Second  in  Council  at  Bombay  and  that  he  is  to  succeed 
to  the  Government  there  in  case  of  the  death  or  coming  away  of  Charles 
Crommelin  Esqr.  the  present  President  and  Governour. 

We  are, 
Your  Loving  Friends, 

Thos.    Rous  /  Hy.    Crabb    Boulton  /  J. 

Purling/Christr,  Baron/Heny.  Savage/ 

John     Manship  /  Geo.     Dudley  /  Wm. 

Webber/Charles  Chambers /John  Harri- 

London,  "  son  /  Fredk.  Pigou  /  Cha.  Cutts  /  George 

1st 'June  1764.  -  -  Cuming  /  John  Roberts. 


Proclamation  for  the  appointment  of  Lord  Clive  as  Governor  and  C-in-C. 
— constitution  of  the  Council  at  Fort  William. 

The  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

-  "  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  send  greeting,  know  ye  that 
we  the  said  United  Company"  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  the 
fidelity,  prudence,  justice  and  circumspection  of  the  Right  Honourable  Robert 
Lord  Clive,  Baron'  Clive  of  Plassey  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  Knight 


Monument  to  Lord  Clive  at  Whitehall,  London 
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bf  the  most  Honourable  Order   of  the  Bath,  have   made,   constituted   and 
ordained,  and  by  these  presents  do  make,  constitute  and  ordain  the  said  Robert 
Lord  Clivc,  to  be  President  and  Governor  of  and  for  all  the  said  Company's 
affairs  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal  and  other  the  places  and  provinces  thereunto 
belonging  in  the  East  Indies  and  also  to  be  our  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  our  Fort  William  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal  and  all  the  towns  and 
territories  thereunto  belonging  and  of  all  and  singular  the  forts,  factories  and 
settlements,  lands,  territories,  countries,  and  jurisdictions  belonging  to  us  with- 
in the  subahship  of  Bengal,  and  of  all  the  forces  which  now  are  or  hereafter 
may  or  shall  be  employed  for  the  service  of  the  said  United  Company  in  the 
said  forts,  towns  and  places ;  and  to  execute  all  and  every  the  powers  and  autho- 
rities thereunto  appertaining,  by  order  and  direction  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
of  the  said  United  Company  for  the  time  being,  and  to  continue  in  the  exercise 
01  the  same  during  our  and  their  pleasure,  and  until  the  contrary  thereof  shall 
be  signified  under  the  seal  of  the  said  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  Eng- 
land trading  to  the  East  Indies,  or  under  the  hands  of  thirteen  or  more  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  said  Company  for  the  time  being.    And  to  the  end 
the  said  Robert  Lord  Clive  may  be  better  enabled  to  order  and  manage  all 
the  affairs  of  the  said  United  Company,  we  do  by  these  presents  constitute 
and  ordain  William  Brightwell  Sumner  Esqr.  to  be  second  of  our  Council 
bf  Fort  William  next  after  our  said  President  Robert  Lord  Clive,  Brigadier 
General  John  Carnac  to  be  and  continue  third  of  our  said  Council,  and  not 
to  rise  to  a  superior  rank  therein,  Mr.  William  Ellis  to  be  fourth,  Mr.  Chas. 
Stafford  Playdell  to  be  fifth,  Mr.  William  Billers  to  be  sixth,  Mr.  Harry  Verelst 
to  be  seventh,  Mr.  John  Cartier  to  be  eighth,  Mr.  Warren  Hastings  to  be  ninth, 
Mr.  John  Jchnstone  to  be  tenth,  Mr.  Francis  Sykes  to  be  eleventh,  Mr.  William 
Hay  to  be  twelfth, /Mr.  Randolph  Marriott  to  be  13th,  Mr.  Hugh  Watts  to  be 
14th,  Mr.  Ascanius  Win.  Senior  to  be  15th  and  Mr.  John  Chambers  to  be  16th 
and  last  of  our  said  Council  of  Fort  William  for  governing  and  managing 
all  the  said  Company's  affairs  in  Bengal,  and  the  places  and  provinces  belong- 
ing to  us  as  aforesaid.    And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  our  said 
President  and  Governor  Robert  Lord  Clive  and  to  our  Council  aforenamed, 
or  the  major  part  of  them  (the  Council  being  duly  summoned)  full  power  and 
authority  from  time  to  time  to  rule  and  govern  all  and  every  our  factors 
and  servants  under  the  said  Presidency,  and  all  the  soldiers  and  inhabitants 
of  our  said  Fort  William  and  all  the  towns  and  territories  thereunto  belonging, 
and  of  all  and  singular  the  forts,  factories  and  settlements,  lands,  territories, 
countries  and  jurisdictions  belonging  to  us  within  the  subahship  of  Bengal,  to 
administer  lawful  oaths  as  occasion  shall  require,  and  to  do  and  perform  all 
such  other  acts  and  things  and  to  use  and  exercise  all  such  other  powers  and 
authorities  as  the  said  President  and  Governor  and  his  Council  in  their  several 
and  respective  places  where  the  said  United  Company  have  or  shall  have 
factors  or  any  places  of  trade  are  authorized  to  do,  according  to  such  ins- 
tructions and  "directions  as  the  said  Robert  Lord  Clive  our  President  and 
Governor/  and  Council  aforesaid  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  under  the 
hands  of  thirteen  or  more  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  said  United 
Company  for  the  time  being.    And  we  the  said  United  Company  hereby 
order  and  require  all  bur  factors,  servants,  officers  and  soldiers,  within  the 
limits  of  the   said  Presidency,   and  all  the  people  and  inhabitants  of  the 
said  Fort  William  and  all  the  towns  and  territories  thereunto"  belonging,  to 
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conform,  submit  and  yield  due  obedience  unto  him  the  said  Robert  Lord 
Clive  our  said  President  and  Governor  and  his  Council  accordingly.  And 
forasmuch  as  it  is  altogether  necessary  that  in  case  of  the  death  or  removal 
of  the  said  Robert  Lord  Clive,  our  Presidency  should  be  provided  for  the 
defence  and  government  thereof,  we  do  therefore  by  these  presents  ordain  and 
appoint  that  in  such  case  the  said  William  Brightwell  Sumner  Esqr. 
shall  immediately  be  and  succeed  in  the  place  and  charge  of  President  and 
Governor  of  Fort  William  aforesaid,  and  in  case  of  his  death  or  removal,  the 
next  in  degree  of  Council  below  the  said  Brigadier  General  John  Carnac,  shall 
succeed  in  the  said  Presidency  and  Government  in  as  full  and  ample  manner 
and  with  as  large  and  ample  powers,  privileges  and  authorities  as  are  hereby 
granted  unto  the  said  Robert  Lord  Clive  until  our  further  pleasure  be  known 
therein.  And  we  do  hereby  revoke,  repeal,  annul  and  make  void  every 
former  commission  or  commissions  given  and  granted  by  us  whereby  anv 
other  person  or  persons  was  or  were  constituted  and  ordained  President  and 
Governor  and  any  other  persons  therein  named  were  constituted  and  ordained 
to  be  of  the  Council  at  Fort  William  aforesaid.  In  witness  whereof  we  the 
said  United  Company  have  caused  our  common  seal  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents  the  one  and  thirtieth  day  of  May  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign 
of  His  Most  Excellent  Majesty  George  the  Third  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth,  and 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1764. 


Signed  by  order  of  the 

Court  of  Directors 

of  the  said  United 

Company.  Robt   jameSj  Sec 


LETTER  DATED  20  JUNE  1764 

R  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

Our  last  letter  bore  date  the  1st  of  this  month  and  went  in  duplicate  by 
the  Lapwing  snow  and  the  Kent,  the  first  of  which  sailed  from  Spithead  the 
3rd  and  the  other  the  day  following.  The  Dolphin  accompanied  by  the  Tamar 
frigate  are  now  under  their  dispatches  for  the  East  Indies,  by  this  conveyance 
m  His  Majesty's  frigate  the  Dolphin,  is  sent  a  triplicate  of  the  said  letter 
The  Osterley  directly  from  your  Presidency  arrived  at  St.  Hellens  on  the 
1 2th  instant,  by  which  we  received  your  General  and  Separate  Letters  both 
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under  date  of  the   19th  of  December  last,   together  with  the  several  other 
letters,  books  and  papers  agreeable  to  the  lists  transmitted  with  them. 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
T.  Rous/H.  C.  Boulton/C.  Baron/ 
W.    Webber  /  J.    Manship  /  C.    Cutts  / 
C.  Chambers  /  \V.  Barwell  /  H.  Savage  / 
W.   Snell//R.   Burrow  /  J.  Roberts  /  G. 

London,  Cuming  /  P.  DuCane  Junr.  /  J.  Purling  / 

20th  June  1764.  J.  Harrison. 
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LETTER  DATED  21  NOVEMBER  1764 

Shipping  news — Nawab  of  Arcofs  proposal  to  clothe  his  troops  with 
perpets — mutiny  in  the  army  viewed  with  concern — edict  regarding  French 
East  India  Company. 

President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  your  Presidency  went  in  duplicate  by  the  Lapwing 
snow  and  the  Kent  under  date  of  the  1st  of  June  1764  ;  and  we  took  the 
opportunity  of  sending  a  triplicate  in  His  Majesty's   frigate   the  Dolphin, 
under  cover  of  a  short  letter  for  that  purpose  only,  bearing  date  the  20th 
of  the  same  month. 

2.  You  have  been  already  informed  of  our  having  received  the  several 
letters  from  your  Presidency  by  die  Lapwing  via  Fort  St.  George  on  the  4th 
February,  by  the  Royal  George  on  the  1st  April  and  by  the  Osterley  on  the 
13th  of  June  last ;  since  the  receipt  of  your  said  dispatches,  your  advices  by 
the  Pigot  came  to  our  hands  on  the  8th  of  October. 

3.  The  ship  Tilbury  being  now  on  her  departure  for  Fort  St.  George, 
we  embrace  this  first  opportunity  of  sending  by  her  the  following  general 
informations  and  directions  for  your  immediate  notice  and  guidance,  deferring 
our  other  advices  for  the  next  conveyances,  which  you  will  form  a  judgment 
of,  by  observing  the  times  proposed  for  the  dispatch  of  our  several  ships  as 
mentioned  in  the  following  part  of  this  letter. 

4.  We  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  since  the  last  advices 
we  sent  you  of  the  arrival  of  our  shipping,  the  following  have  safely  imported, 
viz.  the  Britannia  on  the  28th  of  June,  Hector,  Egmont  and  Hawke  on  the 
5th,    16th    and    23rd    of    July,    the    Neptune,    Falmouth,    Cruttenden    and 
Houghton  on  the  4th,  7th,  14th  and  17th  of  August,  all  from  China.    The 
Havannah  from  China,  Manilha  and  Fort  Marlborough,  the  15th  of  September, 
the  Pigot  from  Bengal  the  8th  of  October,  the  Glatton  from  China  and  the 
Speaker  from  Bombay  arrived  the  3rd  and  10th  instant. 
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5.  The  King's  ships  Norfolky  America,,  Chatham  and  Elizabeth  arrived 
the  llth  of  July,  the  Baleine  the  27th  of  the  same  month  and  the  Liverpool 
the  4th  of  October. 

6.  But  for  a  more  particular  account  of  the  arrival  of  our  own,  as  also 
His  Majesty's  ships,  you  are  referred  to  the  lists  we  now  send  as  usual, 
wherein  you  are  likewise  informed  of  the  times  of  departure  of  our  several 
outward  bound  shipping. 

7.  We  have  this  season  taken  up  on  freight  the  under  named  ships,  upon 
the  same  terms   and  conditions   as   those   of   last  year,   their   consignments, 
proposed  times  of  departure  and  other  particulars  being  as  follows,  first  pre 
mising  that  they  are  each  let  for  499  tons  and  carrying  men  and  guns  answer- 
able there  as  will  appear  by  the  respective  charterparties  viz., 


Ships 

Essex    .    .  . 

Button      .  . 

Salisbury  .  • 

Tilbury     .  . 

mf 

Royal  Captain 

Albion      .  . 

Horsendon  . 

Thames    .  . 

Grosvenor  . 

Ankerwyke  . 


Commanders 

Francis  Reed 
David  Rice     .    . 
John  Wyche  .    . 
Roger  Mainwaring 

Nathaniel  Tanner  ) 
William  Larkins    f 


William  Marter 
Charles  Haggis 
David  Saunders 
Andrew  Ross 
Robert  Brooke 


) 

i 


Consignments 

China  directly  .     .    . 
St.  Helena  and  China 

Madeira    and    Coast 
and  China      .    .    . 

Coast  and  China  .    . 


Times  proposed 
for  dispatch 

End  of  November 

under  dispatch 
End  of  November 

Under  dispatch 


Parson  Fenner    . 

Charles  Barkley 

]  John  Payne    .    , 

Clive  ....  John  Allen  .  . 
Fox  ....  Alexander  Hume 
Royal  Charlotte  John  Clements  . 
True  Briton  .  Thomas  Crichton 
Hardwicke  .  .  Brook  Samson  . 
[•  -  •  -  .  .  .]  Collingwood 

Roddam 


Bencoolen  and  China   >End  of  December 

i 

China  directly       ,    . 
Madeira    and    Coast 

and    Bay       .    .    .   • 


Coast  and  Bay 

Madeira  and  Bombay 

Bombay  and  China  . 

do.        and  Mocha 


Bombay    . 


End  of  January. 


End  of  February. 


8.  We  have  also  refitted  the  Company's  own  ship  the  Royal  George, 
Capt.  Nicholas  Skottowe  Commander,  burthen  400   tons,   carrying  60  men 
and  20  guns,  for  a  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Guinea  to  procure  slaves  for  our 
settlements  upon  the  West  Coast  of  Sumatra. 

9.  In  the  beforegoing  list  you  will  observe  the  Fox  is-  destined  for  Bombay 
and  China,  and  the  Royal  Charlotte  for  Bombay  and  Mocha,  they  are  both 
to  continue- in  India  until  early  in  the  year  1766,  when  the  first  is  to  be  dis- 
patched from  the  Coast  of  Malabar  to  Canton  according  to  annual  custom 
with  a  cargo  to  the  amount  of  £40QQQ-to  be  returned  from  thence  to  England,' 
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and  the  Royal  Charlotte  is  in  like  manner  to  be  sent  from  thence  to  Mocha 
with  a  suitable  cargo  of  money  and  goods  to  enable  the  supra  cargos  to  pur- 
chase a  full  loading  of  coffee  for  the  Europe  market,  with  which  she  is  to 
have  an  early  dispatch  for  England  ;  both  ships  are  from  their  first  arrival 
at  Bombay  to  the  time  of  their  proceeding  on  their  said  respective  voyages 
to  be  employed  in  the  most  beneficial  manner  for  the  interest  of  the  Com- 
pany, in  all  which  so  far  as  you  may  have  any  connections  or  concerns  with 
them,  by  applications  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Bombay  or  otherwise, 
you  are  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  your  power. 

10.  As  we  shall  depend  upon  one  ship's  proceeding  from  Bombay  to 
Canton  and  another  to  Mocha  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  in 
case  therefore  the  said  ship  or  either  of  them  shall  be  prevented  by  unavoid- 
able and  unforeseen  accidents  from  performing  the  said  voyages  we   shall 
give  directions,  that  under  such  circumstances  some  other  ship  or  ships  are 
to  be  sent  in  their  room. 

11.  We  are  under  the  same  situation  we  were  last  season  with  respect 
to  the  number  of  ships  consigned  to  the  Coast  and  Bay  and  Bombay,  and 
intended  to  be  returned  home  with  the  investments  from  our  several  Presi- 
dencies, for  you  will  observe  by  the  list  of  ships  in  the  7th  paragraph,  there 
are  only  four  named  for  the  Coast  and  Bay,  and  consequently  to  be  returned 
from  thence,  certainly  too  few  for  that  service  ;  at  the  same  time  there  are 
the  same  number  mentioned  for  Bombay  which  are  more  than  can  be  fur- 
nished with  cargoes  for  Europe  from  that  side  of  India.    We  therefore  give 
directions  to  our  President  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  send  to  Fort  St.  George 
or  Bengal  as  soon  as  possible  one  or  more  of  the  ships  on  their  hands  as  may 
be  most  expedient  and  necessary  for  the  service.    The  ships  so  to  be  sent  to 
your  side  of  India  are  to  be  deemed  as  to  their  voyage  home  in  all  respects 
Coast  and  Bay  ships,  and  their  run  from  Bombay  to  Fort  St.  George  and 
Bengal  is  to  be  so  managed  as  may  turn  to  best  account  either  by  cargos  to 
be  laden  for   the"  Company,  letting  them   out  to  freight,   or  in   any  other 
manner  which  shall  appear  most  advantageous  ;  and  it  is  at  the  same  time 
recommended  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Bombay  to  be  particularly 
careful  to  dispatch  them  so  early  that  they  may  obtain  their  passage  home 
the  same  season.    Of  these  our  intentions,  you  are  to  give  the  earliest  notice 
to  the  Presidency  of  Bombay,  as  you  are  likewise  what  ships  may  be  so  wanted 
to  assist  ,in  bringing  home  the  respective  investments  from  your  Presidency 
and  Fort  St.  George. 

12.  We  have  appointed  the  following  named  gentlemen  the  Council  for 
managing  the  Company's  affairs  in  China2  the  ensuing  season,  vizt.,  Messrs. 
Thomas  Fitzhugh,  Samuel  Blount,  John  Burrow,  Nathaniel  Garland,  William 
Mackenzie,  John  Searle,  Stephen  De  Visme,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Thomas, 
William  Rous  and  John  Walton  and  Thomas  Bevan. 

13.  The  ships  which  are  to  be  under  the  direction  and  management  of 
the  said  Council  are  the  York  or  any  other  ship  which  shall  be  sent  from 
Bombay  to  Canton  in  her  stead  in  the  year  1765,  and  all  such  as  shall  in  the 
course  of  that  season  arrive  there  from  the  Company's  settlements  in  India, 
destitute  of  supra  cargos  customarily  called  casual  ships  (if  any  such  there 
shall  be)  also  the  Dutton  and  Salisbury  bound  first  to  St.  Helena  and  from 
thence  to  Canton,  the  Tilbury  bound  to  Madeira,  Fort  St.  George  and;tHence 
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to  Canton,  the  Essex  and  Ankerwyke  directly  for  Canton,  the  Grosvenor  and 
Thames  bound  to  the  West  Coast  of  Sumatra  and  thence  to  Canton  also  the 
Albion,  Royal  Captain  and  Horsendon  consigned  to  Fort  St.  George  and 
Canton. 

14.  Messrs.  Burrow  and  Walton  take  passage  on  the  Ankerwyke  and 
Messrs.  Searle,  Thomas  and  Bevan  in  the  Essex ;  all  the  other  gentlemen  of 
the  Council  are  now  in  China. 

15.  The  supra  cargos  appointed  Residents  at  Canton  for  the  year  1766, 
are    Messrs.    Thomas    Fitzhugh,    Nathaniel    Garland,    William    Mackenzie, 
Stephen  DeVisme,  Thomas  Smith,  William  Rous  and  Thomas  Bevan  who 
are  as  usual  to  conduct  and  take  care  of  the  Company's  affairs  upon  the 
departure  of  such  of  the  beforementioned  Council  as  are  to  leave  China  in 
the  season  of  the  year  1765  and  before  the  arrival  of  those  supra  cargos  we 
shall  appoint  members  for  the  succeeding  Council. 

16.  If  it  shall  happen  that  you  have  occasion  to  send  any  ship  or  ships 
under  the  description  of  casual  ones  to  China,  you  are  agreeable  to  former 
orders  to  lade  on  them  cargos  to  the  amount  of  £20,000  each  at  least,  but 
the  more  you  exceed  that  sum  the  greater  will  be  the  service  to  the  Company. 

17.  We  positively  forbid  the  commanders  of  all  our  China  ships  calling 
at  Batavia,  which  you  are  also  to  do,  with  respect  to  any  of  our  ships  that 
may  be  sent  thither  from  your  Presidency. 

18.  By  our  instructions  to  the  China  Council,  we  continue  our  orders 
for  the  homeward  bound  China  ships  to  call  at  the  West  Coast  and  carry 
such  stores  thither  as  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  Marlborough  shall 
indent  for  and  can  be  conveniently  laden  on  them,  as  also  to  afford  them 
an  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  us  their  advices  and  the  necessary  dispatches. 

19.  The  Royal  Charlotte  being  to  proceed  from  Bombay  for  Mocha  as 
beforementioned,  the  following  named  persons  are  the  supra  cargos  we  have 
appointed  for  managing  the  affairs  of  that  voyage,  viz.,  Mr.  James  Collinson, 
Capt.  John  Clements  and  Mr.  Thomas  Mathewson. 

20.  We  have  given  directions  to  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  to 
forward  the  several  consignments  and  military  recruits  intended  for  you,  as 
soon  as  possible. 

21.  Agreeable  to  our  usual  method  we  are  now  to  inform  you  of  the 
principal  articles  of  our  intended  export  this  season  not  only  for  your  Presi- 
dency, but  likewise  for   every   other  part  of  India   and  China   as  follows, 
vizt., 

For  the  Presidency  at  Fort  William 
816  bales  of  cloth 

7  bales  of  sundry  other  piece  goods 
100  tons  of  lead 
130  tons  of  copper 

50  tons  of  iron 

10  tons  of  steel 
[...]  tons  of  tin 

97  tons  of  cordage 
400  barrels  of  gunpowder 
125  pipes  of  Madeira  wine. 
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The  bales  go  In  equal  proportions  on  the  new  ships  Capt[sj.  Fenncr,  Barkley 

and  Payne. 

The  lead  40  tons  on  each  of  the  new  ships  Capts.  Brooke  and  Barkley  and 

20  tons  in  the  new  ship  Capt  Fenner. 

The  copper  in  nearly  equal  proportions  on  the  new  ships  Capts.  Brooke, 
Barkley  and  Fenner. 

The  iron  20  tons  on  the  new  ship  Capt.  Fenner  and  30  in  the  new  ship 

Capt.  Payne. 

Madeira  wine  on  the  new  ship  Capt.  Brooke. 

For  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George 

818  bales  of  cloth 
79  bales  of  long  ells 

4  bales  of  sundry  other  piece  goods 
100  tons  lead 

150  tons  copper 
50  tons  iron 

5  tons  steel 

21  tons  cordage 

200  whole      1     ,         1  , 

400  half         f     barrels  gunpowder 

125  pipes  Madeira  wine 

The  bales  go  in  equal  proportions  on  the  ships  Albion.,  Royal  Captain  and 
Horsendon. 

The  lead  40  tons  on  each  of  the  ships  Tilbury  and  Royal  Captain  and  20 

tons  in  the  Albion. 

The  copper  in  nearly  equal  proportions   on  the   ships   Tilbury,  Albion, 
Royal  Captain  and  Horsendon. 

The  iron  30  tons  on  the  Horsendon  and  20  on  the  Albion. 

The  steel  on  the  Horsendon. 

The  wine  on  the  Tilbury. 

For  the  Presidency  at  Bombay 

1330  bales  cloth 
210  bales  long  ells 
56  bales  broad  long  ells 
16  bales  sundry  other   piece  goods. 

100  tons  lead  >£       ,      -n      ,  ,   ^ 

rtr_  ^for  the  Bombay  market. 

282  tons  copper  J 

200  tons  iron 

30  tons  steel  ( 

240  barrels  of  gunpowder 

50  pipes  Madeira  wine. 
715  bales  cloth  "i 

20  bales  shalloons  10  pieces  each  bale         >  For  the  Bussorah  market. 

10  cases  sattins  J 

764  bales  cloth  1    r        -,      -n    t_.  1 

,;V  ,    .      n          „  -  for   the  Busnire  market. 

100  bales  long  ells  ) 

82  bales  cloth  j  for    ^    g^  ^ 

20  bales  long  ells  j  J 
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All  the  bales  and  the  copper  go  in  equal  proportions  or  nearly  so  in  the 
six  ships  bound  to  Bombay. 

The  lead  equally  on  five  of  the  Bombay  ships,  the  Fox  having  none. 

The  wine  on  the  dive,  and  other  particulars   in   the  most   convenient 
manner.  ;  *j 

For  the  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough 

30  chests  treasure 

50  tons  iron 
5  tons  steel 

...  tons  tin 

10  tons  flour 

83  half  h'tds  [hundredweights]  beef  and  pork 

60  barrels  gunpowder 

18  tons  cordage. 

20  tons  ironmongers  ware  of  sundry  sorts,  such  as  anchors,  grapnals, 
&ca  26  tons  shot  &  shells.  All  which  articles  are  nearly  divided 
in  equal  proportions  on  the  two  ships  bound  first  to  Fort 
Marlborough. 

For  Canton 

£250,000  in  treasure 
418  bales  cloth 
443  bales  long  ells. 
26  bales  cambletts. 
10  bales  hairbines 
1340  tons  lead 

The  treasure  goes  40  chests  in  each  of  the  direct  ships  and  the  rest  nearly 
in  equal  proportions  on  the  others. 

The  bales  are  equally  divided  on  the  two  direct  China  ships. 

The  lead  200  tons  on  each  of  the  two  direct  China  ships  and  the  two 
St.  Helena  ships,  150  tons  on  each  of  the  two  ships  bound  first  to  the  West 
Coast,  and  60  tons  in  each  of  the  four  ships  bound  first  to  Fort  St.  George. 

22.  It  is  with  particular  satisfaction  we  observe  that  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
has    made    a    proposal   for    cloathing   his    troops    with    perpcis,    which    our 
Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  have  indented  for  accordingly ;  and  that  he  had 
likewise  promised  to  think  of  some  scheme  for  selling  the  cloth.    This  we 
hope  will  be  a  considerable  means  of  extending  the  export  of  woollens,  and 
as  you  well  know  we  have  always  had  this  object  greatly  at  heart,  we  would 
have  you  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  introduce  the  use  of  our  woollens 
not  only  in  the  cloathing  of  all  our  own  troops  but  those  of  the  Nabob  likewise 
and   we   expect  you   will  ,  consider   of  and   carry   into   execution   any   other 
measures  which  can  be  found  feasible  for  increasing  the  vend  of  the  woollen 
manufacture  to  as  great  an  extent  as  possible. 

23.  Having    only   pointed   out   in    the    beforegoing    account    the    most 
material  articles,  reference,  is  to  be  had  for  other  particulars  to  the  several 
ships  invoices  by  which  our  several  Presidencies  and  you  in  particular  with 
respect  to  Fort  William  will  be  informed,,  in  what  manner  the  indents  have 
been  complied  with  for  stores  and  necessaries  of  various  kinds,  which  we 
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have  done  as  far  as  appeared  to  us  to  be  really  necessary,  and  the  room  in 
our  shipping  can  admit  of.  With  respect  to  small  arms  as  you  have  been 
very  pressing  for  a  large  supply  and  we  are  sensible  of  the  necessary  thereof 
we  shall  this  season  fully  comply  with  your  indents. 

24.  Our  agents  at  the  Island  of  Madeira  are  directed  to  make  a  regular 
consignment  to  you  by  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  of  the  125  pipes  of  wine 
to  be  shipped  by  them  on  the  new  ship  Capt.  Brooke  as  beforementioned,  as  it 
has  been  near  a  year  in  warehouse  and  they  have  assured  us  the  quality  is 
good.    We  hope  it  will  prove  to  your  satisfaction,  however,  you  are  to  give 
us  a  particular  account  how  it  turns  out  both  with  respect  to  the  quality 
and  the  condition  of  the  casks,  taking  care  that  the  owners  are  made  account- 
able to  the  Company  for  any  deficiencies  arising  from  bad  stowage  or  pilferage 
on  board. 

25.  As  our  Presidency  at  Fort  Marlborough  is  in  great  want  of  Madeira 
wine,  you  are  hereby  directed  without  fail  to  send  thither  by  the  first  good 
conveyance  5  of  the  said  125  pipes.    We  have  given  the  like  directions  to  the 
President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  send  the  same  quantity  out  of 
that  consigned  to  them. 

26.  You  are  strictly  to  comply  with  out  repeated  orders  for  furnishing 
our   settlements   upon  the  West   Coast  of  Sumatra  such  goods,   stores   and 
necessaries  as  they  apply  for  and  whatever  else  they  stand  in  need  of,  and 
this  is  to  be  done  from  time  to  time  by  the  earliest  and  all  good  conveyances 
which  offer  or  you  can  contrive. 

27.  We  have  been  informed  from  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  no  naval  or  victualling  stores  will  be  sent  to  India  this  season 
on  the  Government's  account.    And  as  we  have  not  heard  of  any  cloathing 
or  stores  being  designed  for  His  Majesty's  land  forces,  we  conclude  none  will 
be  sent,  especially  as  the  said  forces  are  under  orders  for  their  return  home 
except  such  as  enter  into  the  Company's  service. 

28.  Being    sensible   of   the    difficulties    you   have  .been    under    to    send 
sufficient  remittances  of  silver  for  the  investments  made  annually  in  China 
as  appears  by  your  several  advices  particularly  in  those  lately  received,  we 
send  thither  this  season  as  you  will  observe  in  the  21st  paragraph  to  the 
amount  of  £2,50,000.    But  as  the  said  treasure  and  the  other  consignments, 
will  not  be  nearly  adequate  to  the  demands  for  this  important  service,  we 
shall  however  expect  and  depend  upon  it,  that  you  have  continued  your  best 
endeavours  to  make,  agreeable  to  our  repeated  recommendations  and  orders, 
such  a  provision  of  treasure  and  other  articles  to  be  forwarded  forthwith  to 
our  China  Council  as  will  not  only  enable  them  to  dispatch  the  ships  on  their 
hands,  but  also  to  leave  a  stock  with  the  resident  supra  cargos  to  begin  an 
investment  for  the  ships  of  the  following  season. 

29.  As  we  can  not  know  what  remittances  will  be  made  to  China  from 
yours  and  our  other  Presidencies  before  the  receipt  of  this,  or  indeed  the 
number  of  ships  to  be  provided  for  as  some  of  the  last  season  may  be  there, 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  form  a  judgement  of  what  may  be  wanted.    We  can 
only  in  general  say  that  if  possible  each  ship's  invoice  from  Canton  is  to 
amount  to  £30,000,  that  the  total  value  of  the  consignments  from  hence  to 
Canton  this  season  is  £3,17,250  vizt.  in  treasure  £2,50,000,  lead  £20,050,  and  the 
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bale  goods  to  £47,200.  From  this  information,  from  the  remittances  you  and 
our  other  Presidencies  will  have  made  before  the  receipt  of  this,  and  the 
number  of  ships,  you  must  well  know  or  have  good  reason  to  suppose  the 
China  Council  will  have  on  their  hands,  you  will  be  able  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  sums  wanted,  and  you  are  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  send  accord- 
ingly as  before  directed  such  an  additional  and  if  possible  sufficient  supply 
as  the  service  requires,  by  the  way  of  Fort  St.  George  and  by  all  good  con- 
veyances which  offer. 

i 

30.  We  give  our  China  Council  liberty  from  time  to  time  to  take  up 
such  sums  of  money  as  they  stand  in  need  of  (if  they  have  any  opportunity 
of  so  doing)  for  bills  of  exchange  upon  our  several  Presidencies,  such  therefore 

as  are  drawn  upon  you  must  be  duly  honoured. 

31.  As  we  must  in  a  very  great  measure  depend  upon  yours  and  our 
Fort  St.  George  Presidencies  contributing  every  year  to  the  utmost  of  your 
abilities  towards  furnishing  our  agents  in  China  with  goods  and  treasure  to 
carry  on  their  investments,  you  are  therefore  to  have  this  object  constantly 
in  view  and  lose  no  opportunity  of  making  the  most  timely  provision  and 
remittances  accordingly,  and  you  are  from  time  to  time  to  give  us  the  earliest 
informations  how  far  you  shall  be  able  to  comply  with  this  standing  order 
that  we  may  not  be  at  a  loss  in  future  to  make  the  necessary  dispositions  with 
respect  to  the  amount  of  the  consignments  to  Canton  from  hence. 

32.  To  prevent  any  ships  laying  at  Canton  a  season  extraordinary  for 
want  of  the  means  of  furnishing   them  with   cargoes,   you   are   to   observe 
that  none  under  the  description  of  casual  ones  are  to  be  sent  thither  at  any 
time  unless  they  can  have  consignments  to  the  amount  of  £20,000  and  up- 
wards on  each  ;  and  also  that  such  consignments  are  forwarded  to  Canton  in 
addition  to  those  we  send,  as  will  enable  the  China  Council  to  dispatch  home 
the  ships  regularly  belonging  to  their  or  any  former  commission  with  cargoes 
to  the  amount  of  £30,000  if  possible  as  mentioned  in  a  former  part  of  this 
letter,  and  also  to  have  a  surplus  stock  remaining  in  China  to  begin  the 
investment  for  the  following  season.    This  is  to  be  observed  as  a  standing 
order  from  year  to  year  until  we  give  orders  to  the  contrary. 

33.  If  any  of  our  ships  should  lay  the  Watson  [walls?]  in  China  for  want 
of  a  cargo,  it  will  tend  greatly  to  the  discredit  as  well  as  loss  of  the  Company. 
In  order  therefore  to  prevent  such  a  misfortune  as  far  as  possible,  we  give 
you  this  early  notice  and  positive  order,  that  you  send  no  ship  to  China  next 
year  on  any  pretence  whatsoever  under  the  description  of  a  casual  one  unless 
she  can  have  a  cargo  to  the  amount  of  £20,000  and  upwards,  as  before  directed. 

34.  We  cannot  send  you  by  this  conveyance  a  list  of  the  investment  to 
be  made  at  your  Presidency  the  ensuing  season;  you  are,  however,  to  be 
making  as  early  and  considerable  a  provision  of  the  several  sorts  of  goods 
usually  provided  for  the  Europe  market  as  you  possibly  can. 

35.  You  must  continue  your  utmost  endeavours  to  provide  as  large  a 
quantity  of  saltpetre  as  possible,  as  well  for  the  supply  of  your  own  occasions, 
as  those  of  our  Presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  whom  we  have 
directed  to  give  you  the  earliest  advices  of  their  wants. 

36.  ^  Agreeable   to  our  directions  last   year   we   would  have   as  large   a 
proportion  of  bale  goods  laden  on  every  ship  as  the  situation  of  your  invest- 
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nient  will  admit  of.  You  will  observe  upon  reference  to  the  charterparties  that 
the  Coast  and  Bay  ships  this  season  carry  hah0  kintlage  in  iron,  the  other 
half  must  necessarily  be  made  up  in  saltpetre,  but  if  you  shall  happen  to 
want  a  sufficient  quantity  of  bales,  in  such  case  the  charterparty  tonnage  is 
to  be  compleated  in  saltpetre.  In  loading  the  several  ships  you  are,  agreeable 
to  our  repeated  directions,  to  put  every  one  as  nearly  as  you  can  upon  the 
same  footing  in  point  of  tonnage. 

37.  Altho'  wre  do  not  propose  by  this  conveyance  to  make  any  obser- 
vations   upon    the    general    occurrences    of    your    Presidency,    yet    there    is 
one  circumstance  of  so  interesting  and  alarming  a  nature  that  we  cannot 
avoid   taking   this   immediate   notice   of   it.    We   mean   the   mutiny   in   the 
army3  as  advised  in  your  letters  of  the  27th  of  February  and  the   19th  of 
March  last  received  by  the  Pigot.    As  the   late  Nabob   Meer   Cossim  was 
drove  out  of  the  provinces  and  his  reception  by  the  King  and  Shuja  Dow  la 
seemed  to  be  favourable  rather  through  the  influence  of  his  money  than  on 
any  other  consideration,  there  was  great  probability  you  had  no  reason  to 
apprehend  any  considerable  troubles  from  that  quarter,  provided  the  army 
had  continued  firm  in  their  duty.    But  it  is  with  the  utmost  concern  we 
observe,  Meer  Cossim  had  as  you  expected  made  use  of  this  unhappy  disorder 
as  an  argument  to  persuade  Shu j ah  Dowla  to  espouse  his  interest  and  invade 
Bengal,  and  that  preparations  were  making  by  those  powers  accordingly.    At 
the  same  time  it  is  some  satisfaction  to  us  to  find  you  had  little  doubt  of 
defeating  all  the  attempts  of  Shujah  Dowla,  should  he  even  continue  the 
design  of  marching  towards  Bengal  when  good  order  was  restored  in  the 
army.    Your  last  letter  informs  us  Major  Carnac  was  using  his  endeavours 
with  the  troops   accordingly,   and  happy   shall  we  be  in   learning  by  your 
next  advices  that  he  had  effectually  succeeded  in  this  salutary  and  necessary 
work.    Your  requesting  Commodore  Tinker  to  remain  with  and  assist  you 
with   his    marines    and    the    detaining    on    this    occasion    that   part    of    the 
Bombay    detachment    which    had    not    left    the    River,    were    very    proper 
measures  and  we  hope  their  junction  with  the  army  will  have  answered  your 
expectations. 

38.  We  can  only  learn  by  your  said  letters  that  the  mutiny  took  its  rise 
among  the  European  soldiers  and  afterwards  extended  to  the  seapoys  on  their 
conceiving  they  wrere  injured  in  their  share  of  a  donation  promised  them  by 
the  Nabob.    The  commission  officers  do  not  appear  to  have  been  concerned 
in  this  mutiny  whereas  if  the  grievance  had  been  general,  we  must  suppose 
we   should  have  heard  something  of   their   discontent ;   but   as   that  seems 
not  to  be  the  case,  we  apprehend  if  they  had  attended  properly  to   their 
duty,  they  might  have   discovered  this   mutinous   spirit  in  the  troops   and 
quelled  it  in  time  to  have  prevented  the  complying  with  their  unreasonable 
demands. 

39.  We  have  that  confidence  in  the  abilitys  and  influence  of  Major  Carnac 
as  to  give  us  good  reason  to  hope  he  has  succeeded  in  removing  the  late 
mutinous  disorder ;  however,  it  is  highly  incumbent  on  you,  and  we  shall 
accordingly  expect  you  will  take  every  prudent  measure  you  can  think  of 
to  allay  and  keep  down  the  spirit  so  inconsistent  with  true  discipline  and 
which  as  you  rightly  observe  had  well  nigh  thrown  our  affairs  into  greater 
danger  than  all  the  strength  of  our  enemys. 
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40.  If  there  should  be  any  remains  of  this  mutinous  spirit  among  our 
troops  upon  the  arrival  of  our  President  and  Governour  Lord  Clive,  we  are 
satisfied   he    will   exert  his    utmost    endeavours    to   restore    that    order    and 
discipline  among  them  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
all  we  enjoy  at  your  Presidency,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  the  firm  estab- 
lishment thereof  as  an  object  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Company. 

41.  We  have  appointed  the  following  named  young  gentlemen   to  be 
writers  upon  the  Bengal  establishment,  who  are  to  be  ranked  in  the  order 
they  are  named,  vizt.,  Charles  William  Boughton,  Charles  Ingram,  John  Bar  well, 
John  Savage,  Charles  Hutchinson  Purling,  Herbert  Harris,  William  Young, 
George  Robertson,   Robert  Burford,   Henry   Faugoin,   Gerard   Gustavus   Du 
Carell,   Rivers    Grindall,   John   Fage,   William    Byam    Martin,    Willm.    Pye, 
John  Rosewell,  Thomas  Henchman,  Jeffrey  Willdns,  William  Hippisley  Coxe, 
George    Bright,    William    Michell,    Gideon    Johnstone,    John    Marjoribanks, 
James  Irwin,  Samuel  Lewis  and  Isaac  Eynard. 

42.  Of  the  above  writers,  Messrs.  Martin,  Johnstone  and  Lewis  are  already 
in  Bengal.    You  are  to  give  them  immediate  notice  of  their   appointment 
and  take  care  that  they  execute  the  covenants  we  send  you  for  that  purpose, 
which  being  done  and  properly  witnessed  they  are  to  be  returned  to  us  by 
the  first  conveyances. 

43.  Upon  the  arrival  of  such  of  the  said  writers  as  proceed  from  hence, 
you  are  as  usual  to  enquire  whether  they  met  with  proper  treatment  in  the 
passage  aboard  the  respective  ships  and  report  the  same  to  us. 

44.  The  addition  of  such  a  number  of  writers  to  the  covenant  servants 
already  upon  your  establishment  will,  if  they  are  all  properly  kept  to  their 
duty,  agreeable  to  the  very  particular  and  positive  orders  laid  down   and 
enforced  in  our  letters  of  the  17th  December  1762,  8th  and  22nd  February 
and  the  1st  June  1764,  and  which  must  on  no  account  be  deviated  from,  be 
fully  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  several  branches  of  our  business.    Our  principal 
motive  for  the  beforementioned  great  supply  of  writers  is  that  you  may  not 
have  the  least  pretence  to  surfer  any  monthly  writers  or  black  people  to  be 
employed  in  any  of  your  offices  for  the  future,  either  at  the  Presidency  or 
the  subordinates,  who  are  hereby  positively  ordered  to  be  discharged. 

45.  We  are  informed  that  Mr.  John  Peter  Boileau,  whom  we  have  chosen 
a  writer  upon  the  Fort  St.  George  establishment,  is  at  -present  in  Bengal.    You 
are  therefore  to  give  him  immediate  notice  to  repair  forthwith  to  his  said 
station. 

46.  We  find  by  your  last  advices  Mr.  Henry  Plowman  one  of  our  Fort 
Marlborough  covenant  servants  was  then  in  Bengal.    As  we  can  not  dispense 
with  his  absenting  himself  any  longer,  you  are  to  acquaint  him,  it  is  our 
express  order  that  he  do  forthwith  proceed  to  his  station  at  the  said  Presidency. 
However,  if  he  is  in  charge  of  Governour  Vansittart's  private  concerns,  we  do 
admit  of  his  continuing  in  Bengal  until  he  has  discharged  that  trust. 

47.  Agreeable  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  our  letter  of  the  1st  of  June  last, 
we  send  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  regular  lists  signed  by  our  Secretary,  of 
all  such  surgeons  as  have  our  permission  to  proceed  to  India,  who  are  to  be 
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provided  for  if  found  deserving  at  any  of  our  settlements,  after  such  as  have 
been  already  recommended. 

48.  And  we  shall  as  usual  send  you  from  time  to  time  lists  of  free 
merchants,  persons  in  the  seafaring  way,  and  all  others  who  have  or  shall 
have  our  leave  to  reside  in  India  under  the  Company's  protection. 

49.  Upon  considering  the  situation  of  our  affairs  both  upon  the  Coast 
of  Choromandel  and  in  Bengal,  as  represented  in  the  advices  lately  received, 
and  the  necessity  thereupon  of  having  the  military  establishments  at  each 
fully  compleated  and  kept  up,  we  have  come  to  a  resolution  of  sending  out 
this  season  1800  recruits  to  be  divided  between  each  Presidency,  but  as  in  all 
human  probability  these  will  be  more  wanted  in  Bengal  than  upon  the  Coast 
of  Choromandel,  the  largest  proportion  is  to  be  forwarded  thither  accordingly, 
on  which  we  shall  be  more  particular  in  our  next  advices. 

50.  We    purpose    to    convey    the    said    1800    recruits    in    the    following 
manner  viztt) 

100  on  this  ship  the  Tilbury. 

360  in  the  three  other  Coast  and  China  ships. 

480  in  the  four  Coast  and  Bay  ships. 

300  in  the  ship  Hector  taken  up   on  this  occasion  for  the  run  to 

India  only. 
560  by  some  other  conveyances  not  yet  determined  upon. 

1800 

51.  Instead  of  mentioning  in  our  letters  the  names  of  the  cadets,  we  shall 
continue  the  method  of  transmitting  you  in  the  several  packets  regular  lists 
of  them,  and  It  Is  our  direction  that  they  be  promoted  in  the  order  we  there 
place  them  if  they  behave  well. 

52.  We  send  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  French  King's  edict4 
containing  a  confirmation  of  the  establishment  of  the  India  Company  under 
the  title  of  Trading  Company  given  at  Compeigne  in  the  month  of  August 
1764,  by  which  it  appears  that  as  the  King  would  give  the  said  Company  the 
most  sensible  marks  of  a  most  powerful  and  beneficial  protection,  he  takes 
back  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon,5  and  charges  himself  with  the  expences 
relative  to  this  object.    With  respect  to  trade   and  their   other  affairs,   the 
Company  alone  are  to  govern  them,  presenting  constantly  to  the  King,  for 
His  Majesty's  approbation,  the  by  laws  and  rules  they  shall  think  proper. 
What  plan  the  French  Company  intend  to  pursue,  does  not  appear  by  the  said 
edict,  nor  Indeed  have  we  any  information  thereof.    We  can  therefore  only 
recommend  it  to  you  to  have  a  constant  and  careful  eye  upon  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  Company's  agents,  and  Inform  us  thereof  from  time  to 
time,  and  In  particular,  what  are  and  may  be  the  effects  and  consequences 
of  the  King's  taking  into  his  own  hands  as  before  observed  the  said  islands, 
which  seems  to  us  to  be  the  most  striking  object  in  the  edict. 

53.  Having  received  information  that  some  of  the  ships  of  last  season 
received  on  board  at  Madeira  and  the  Canary  Islands,  large  quantities  of 
iron,    guns,   copper,    stores    and    other    contraband   goods   which   had   been 
brought  and  lodged  there  for  that  purpose,  in  order  therefore  to  detect  and 
put  a  stop  as  effectually  as  we  can,  to  this  mode  of  illicit  trade,  as  well 
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all  other  illicit  trade,  you  are  to  carry  into  execution  the  several  orders  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  given  on  this  head,  and  in  particular  we 
positively  direct,  and  lay  It  down  as  an  invariable  standing  order,  that  you 
take  every  possible  method  to  discover  unlicensed  goods  and  the  owners  of 
them,  and  you  are  carefully  to  examine  the  accounts  of  goods  landed  from 
or  found  in  every  ship  Immediately  upon  her  arrival,  with  the  manifests  in 
the  several  packets  ;  and  whatever  shall  appear  more  than  are  allowed  by  the 
said  manifests  must  be  seized  and  sold  on  the  Company's  account,  and  you 
are  to  transmit  a  full  and  true  account  of  all  your  proceedings  herein  to  us, 
that  we  may  be  satisfied  in  what  manner  you  have  done  your  duty,  and  that 
we  may  take  such  further  measures  with  the  offenders  upon  their  return  to 
England,  as  we  shall  think  fit. 

54.  Mr.  Charles  Hutcliinson  Purling  whom  we  have  appointed  a  writer 
upon  the  Bengal  establishment,  has  our  permission  to  take  passage  on  the 
Salisbury  bound  first  to  St.  Helena  and  from  thence  to  China.  Upon  his 
arrival  at  Canton  he  is  at  his  own  expence  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the  first 
good  conveyance  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  his  station  in  Bengal. 

We  are, 
Your  Loving  Friends, 

Thos.  Rous  /  H.  Crabb  Boulton  / 
Cha.  Cutts  /  John  Harrison  /  John 
Manship  /  Peter  Ducane  Junr.  /  Fredk. 
Pigou./Geo.  Dudley  /  Wm.  Snell  /  G. 
Rooke  /  Heny.  Savage  /'  J.  Purling  / 
Wm.  Webber /Hen.  Hadley  /  Christo. 

London,  Baron  /  Charles     Chambers  /  George 

21st  November  1764.  Cuming/Robt.   Burrow/ W.  Thornton/ 

[Per  Pacifick]  John  Roberts  /  Richd.   Smith. 
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Movements  of  ships — apprehension  about  Shujaud-Daulah  and  Mir  Qasim 
persisting  in  their  intention  to  invade  Bengal — recommend  leniency  in  the 
collection  of  revenues  of  Burdwan — approve  the  plan  of  conducting  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Presidency  in  two  distinct  departments — irregularities  regarding  the 
Winchelsea — provett  for  gunpowder  manufactured  in  Bengal. 

OUR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  We  writ  to  you  by  the  ship  Tilbury  under  date  of  the  21st  of 
November,  duplicate  and  triplicate  whereof  you  will  receive  by  the  ships 
Greuville  and  Pacifick, 
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2.  The    ship   Deptford   after   a   tedious   passage   from   St.    Helena   and 
beating  several  days  In  and  off  the  Channel  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for 
Ireland  and  arrived  at  Corke  the  30th  of  November,  from  whence  the  com- 
mander sent  us  her  packets. 

3.  The  ship   Tilbury  beforementioned  consigned  to   Madeira,  Fort   St. 
George  and  China,  the  Button  and  Salisbury  for  St.  Helena  and  China  and 
the  Essex  directly  for  China  sailed  on  their  respective  voyages  vizt.,  the  Button 
from  Spithead,  on  the   15th  December  and  the  other  three   ships   the  next 
day  from  the  Dowries,  and  having  had  the  advantage  of  a  settled  fair  wind, 
we  hope  they  will  have  a  speedy  passage. 

4.  The  ships  Ankerwyke  for  China,  Albion,  Royal  Captain  and  Horsendon 
for  Coast  and  China,   and  the   Thames  and   Grosvenor  for   Bencoolen  and 
China,  have  also  received  their  dispatches.    For  their  times  of  sailing  you 
are  referred  to  the  enclosed  lists. 

5.  The  ships  now  under  dispatch  and  by  which  you  will  receive  this 
letter,  are  the  Speke  for  Madeira  and  Coast  and  Bay,  the  Grenville,  Pacifick 
and  Ponsborne  for  Coast  and  Bay. 


First  of  shipping 

6.  In  addition  to  what  we  mentioned  in  our  letter  to  you  of  the  21st  of 
November  last,  we  are  now  to  inform  you  that  our  ship  Royal  George  sailed 
the  18th  December  for  the  coast  of  Angola,  where  we  have  ordered  our  agents 
to  purchase  250  slaves,  100  whereof  are  to  be  left  at  the  Island  St.  Helena 

and  the  remainder  150  are  to  be  carried  to  the  Presidency  at  Fort  Marlbro'  : 

/  ' 

when  the  latter  service  is  performed,  the  said  Presidency  are  directed  to 
dispatch  her  to  Bombay,  where  she  Is  to  he  sold  on  our  account,  under  the 
usual  conditions,  that  she  Is  never  to  return  to  England  again,  nor  be  disposed 
of  to  any  Europeans  except  the  English,  taking  security  o£  the  purchasers 
for  those  purposes.  If  the  said  ship  shall  happen  to  be  sent  to  you,  the 
necessary  informations  concerning  her  will  be  transmitted  by  the  Presidency 
from  whence  she  is  sent 

7.  Agreeable  to  the  intimations  in  our  letter  of  the  21st  November  last, 
we  have  taken  up  the  ship  Falmouth  to  carry  300  recruits  to  Bengal,  and  the 
ship  Hector  to  carry  the  like  number  to  Fort  St,  George ;  these  ships  are 
engaged  in  all  respects  upon   the  same  terms  and  conditions   as   the  Fort 
William,    Success,    Lord    Anson    and    Prince    of    Wales    consigned    to    your 
Presidency  last  season,  being  as  follows:   that  the  ships  are  taken  up  for  the 
run  to  India  only,  and  when  they  have  delivered  all  the  recruits  and  consign- 
ments belonging  to  the  Company,  they  are  to  be  disposed  of  on  the  owners' 
account,  upon  these  conditions  that  they  are  not  to  be  sold  to  the  French 
or  any  other  European  nation  but  the  English,  nor  to  any  of  the  country 
powers  In  the  East  Indies  without  the  leave  of  our  Governour  and  Council 
or  agents  where  they  may  be  disposed  of,  who  are  to  take  security  of  the 
purchasers  for  that  purpose.    But  for  a  more  particular  information  we  refer 
you  to  the  copy  of  the  agreement  between  the  Company  and  the  owners  of 
the  Falmouth  sent  by  that  ship,  which  you  are  to  take  care  is  punctually 
complied  with, 
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8.  By  the  said  agreement  you  will  observe  that  two  thirds  of  the  freight 
of  the  said  ship  is  to  be  paid  here  and  the  remaining  third  by  you.    For 
your  particular  information,  we  shall  also  send  you  a  stated  account  of  what 
we  have  paid  the  owners  and  what  they  are  to  receive  from  you. 

9.  If  either   of   the    said   ships    should   proceed    to    any   other    of   our 
Presidencies  before  they  are  finally  discharged  the  service,  the  said  copy  of 
the  agreement  and  all  other  necessary  papers  and  informations  are  to  be 
forwarded  with  each  of  them  for  the  guidance  of  our  said  Presidencies. 

10.  If  the  situation  of  affairs  should  render  it  necessary,  we  have  given 
leave  to  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  to  land  and  detain  the  troops  on 
board  the  Falmouth,  and  likewise  to  open  our  packets  for  your  Presidency, 
and  after  adjusting  and  settling  all  the  accounts  relative  to  the  ship  with 
the  captain,  to  discharge  her  our  service  on  the  conditions  beforementioned, 
unless  they  shall  think  it  necessary  to  employ  her  any  longer  therein,  which 
is  left  to  their  discretion. 

11.  As  the  several  ships  consigned  to  the  Coast  and  Bay,  with  the  said 
ships  Hector  and  Falmouth  are  not  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  1800  recruits 
intended  for  the  Presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Fort  William,  we  order 
the  Fox  and  True  Briton,  two  of  the  Bombay  ships,  to  call  first  at  Fort  St. 
George    to    deliver    the    officers    and    recruits    which    proceed    on    them    as 
mentioned  under  the  sixth  head.    And  having  judged  it  necessary  to  send  a 
further  number  of  recruits  to  the  Coast  and  Bay,  we  have  also  determined 
that  the  Clive  and  Hardvuicke,  two  other  of  the  Bombay  ships,  shall  proceed 
first  to  Fort  St.  George  with  260  more  officers  and  recruits,  which  four  ships 
as  soon  as  they  have  performed  that  service  are  to  be  forwarded  immediately 
to  Bombay,  agreeable  to  their  original  destination. 

12.  We  can  not  comply  with  your  desire  that  vessels  may  be  sent  out 
of  the  size  of  the  Royal  George  for  bringing  home  the  remains  of  your 

investment,  for  we  find  the  expences  of  such  vessels  would 

^e  ^ar  greater  t^ian  t-^le  advantages  arising  from  any 
services  they  could  render  the  Company.  We  therefore 
recommend  it  as  an  object  very  deserving  of  your  attention  to  get  down  the 
whole  of  the  investment  so  early  as  to  admit  of  our  ships  being  dispatched 
in  time  to  get  out  of  the  River  without  danger  of  losing  their  passages. 

13.  You  ought  not  to  have  paid  Captain  Skottowe's  account  of  disburs- 
ments  for  the  Royal  George,  but  the  captain  should  have  been  advanced  a 
sum  of  money  on  account,  and  the  adjustment  of  those  accounts  left  to  us. 
And  you  are  to  observe  this  as  a  standing  rule  for  your  guidance  in  all  such 
cases  in  future. 

14.  Your   reasons  for  destining  the   Boscawen  to   Madras   and   China, 
appear  to  us  very  insufficient ;  for,  as  you  had  justly  observed,  but  a  short 

time  before  you  came  to  that  determination,  she  ought  to 

Consultation   3rd     i-tiri-  i  i  111 

Mar   1763  nave  been  the  first  ship  sent  home,  as  she  was  old  and 

had  been  a  long  time  in  India ;  and  therefore  if  it  had 

ry.       been  necessary  to  detain  a  ship  another  season,  it  should 

certainly  have  been  the  Ashburnham.    And  hereafter  it  must  be  a  standing 

rule  with  you  to  dispatch,  the  ships  in  turn  according  to  their  times  of  arrival 

in  India,  and  never  deviated  from  without  an  Absolute  necessity. 
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15.  We  are  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  providing  returning  cargoes  for 
such  a  number  of  ships   as   we  have  for   some   time   past  been  under   the 
necessity  of  sending  to  India  ;  however,  the  scheme  of  forwarding  any  of  them 
to  China  without  a  sufficient  stock  to  purchase  a  cargo,  as  was  the  case  of 
the  Lord  Clive.  is.  what  we  can  by  no  means  approve  of ;  for  you  might  have 
been  morally  certain,  the  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  could  not  con- 
tribute any   treasure  towards  her  China  car^o.    You  will  therefore  strictlv 

*  o  • 

observe  what  we  have  laid  down  in  our  letter  of  the  21st  November  last  with 
respect  to  ships  under  the  description  of  casual  ones,  that  we  may  not  run 
the  risk  of  having  any  ship  lay  by  the  walls  in  China  unprovided  for. 

16.  You  must  be  careful  to  inform  us  in  the  General  Letters  of  the  times 
of  the  arrival  and  sailing  of  our  several  Europe  ships,  as  well  those  bound 
to  or  from  hence  as  to  or  from  other  ports  in  India,  which  you  have  omitted 
this  season  in  the  instances  of  the  Lord  Clive}  Deptford,  Earl  of  Middlesex, 
Bute  and  Lord  Mansfield. 

17.  In  the  course  of  our  enquiry  into  the  loss  of  the  Winchelsea,  there 
appeared  great  reason  to  believe  that  so  essential  a  measure  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  shipping  as  that  of  an  annual  survey  of  your  River  had  been 
shamefully  neglected,   and  that   the   pilots   are  frequently   extremely  remiss 
in   not   ordering   their   sloops   to   be    ahead   of   the    ships   in    going   up   or 
down  the  River.    As  such  instances  of  carelessness  are  frequently  attended 
with   the   worst    of   consequences,    we    positively    insist    upon    your    causing, 
the  most  exact  and  careful  surveys  of  the  River  to  be  made,  once  or  oftener 

^ 

every  year,  agreeable  to  our  orders1  of  the  2nd  February  1737/8  and  3rd 
March  1758  and  you  are  to  minute  the  reports  thereof  on  the  face  of  the 
Consultations. 

18.  The  sending  out  boys  to  be  trained  up  to  your  pilot  service,  we  do 
not  think  for  many  reasons,  would  answer  the  purpose,  and  therefore  we  do 

not    for    the    present    comply    with    your    request.    We 
Lre.    19th    Deer,    observed  in  our  advices  to  you  last  season,  that  the  ships 

then  proceeding  with  recruits,  would  give  you  a  good 
opportunity  of  supplying  that  branch  of  our  marine  from  their  mates  and 
other  officers,  and  having  this  season  taken  up  the  Hector  and  Falmouth  as 
before  mentioned  upon  the  same  plan,  we  also  recommend,  your  engaging 
some  of  their  officers,  for  that  service  ;  from  these  resources,  we  hope,  you 
will  have  a  sufficient  assistance  for  the  present  at  least,  or,  until  we  can  fall 
upon  some  eligible  method  for  supplying  you. 

19.  The  two  schooners  ordered  to  be  built  at  Chittagong,  we  observe 
were  arrived  with  you,  and  likewise  two  of  the  four,  desired  from  Bombay. 

We  would  have  you  pursue  your  intention  of  building  such 
^Lre.  19th  Deer.       vessels  as  may  be  wanted  hereafter,  at  the  former  place, 

if  they  can  be  done  as  well  and  as  cheap  as  at  Bombay  ; 
and  you  are  to  cause  regular  surveys  of  them  to  be  made,  and  the  reports 
thereof  entered  on  Consultation,  specifying  their  construction,  goodness  or 
defects,  and  the  difference  in  the  cost  and  manner  of  building  from  those 
made  at  Bombay ;  but  you  are  under  no  pretence  to  establish  a  marine  yard 

at  Chittagong  for  the  Company's  account,  as  our  servants 
Consultation  12th    t}iere  seem  to  wish,  for  the  expence  thereof  would  certainly 

be  much  greater  than  any  advantages  we  could  ever  derive 
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from  it,  and  more  especially  as  it  can  have  no  works  to  defend  it,  having  in 
our  advices  of  last  season  positively  forbid  any  to  be  made  there  without  our 
express  leave. 

Secondly  of  goods  from  Europe  or  from  one  part  of  India  to  another 

20,  Your  indent  for  naval  stores  is  in  general  excessively  large,  and 
several  articles  therein  desired  are  of  a  greater  size  than  can  be  used  in  the 
Company's  marine  service  at  Bengal,  particularly  anchors  and  cordage  ;  and 
some  of  these  articles  indented  for,  are  even  larger  than  what  are  used  on 
board  the  freighted  ships,  which  is  the  case  especially  of  the  eighteen  inch 
cables.  The  great  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  this  indent  has  necessarily 
obliged  us  to  curtail  it  very  considerably,  but  we  send  as  large  a  supply  as 
the  ships  can  conveniently  take  in  of  those  articles  which  are  judged  to  be 
most  wanted.  We  have  sent  two  top  masts  and  two  topsail  yards  of  the  same 
dimensions  with  those  sent  last  year,  as  you  omitted  to  mention  their  exact 
sizes,  but  we  shall  not  hereafter  send  either  masts  yards  or  any  other  articles, 
unless  you  give  us  their  proper  descriptions. 

21.  We  are  again  under  the  necessity  of  reminding  you  to  distinguish  in 
your  indents  in  separate  columns  the  amount  of  each  article  required  for  the 
Company's  use,  and  what  is  for  sale,  it  being  absolutely  necessary  for  our 
guidance  in  complying  therewith. 

22.  And  it  is  further  necessary  to  direct  that  you  do  not  upon  any  account 
whatsoever  dispose  of  any  naval  stores,  unless  they  can  be  very  well  spared, 
after  having  reserved  sufficient  for  the  demands  of  our  marine  and  the  neces- 
sities of  our  Europe  ships. 

23.  We  have  complied  more  fully  with  your  indent  for  military  stores, 
than  we  have  with  the  naval  indent,  and  particular  regard  has  been  paid  to 
the  observations  at  the  foot  thereof  ;  the  only  deviation  is  that  the  scabbards  are 
sent  upon  the  swords,  which  can  not  be  otherwise,  as  the  scabbards  would 
shrink  without  the  blades  by  the  time  they  reach  Bengal.    The  bayonets  being 
short,  ground  hollow  and  sharp  only  at  the  points,  are  not  subject  to  cut  the 
scabbards  as  the  swords  do. 

24.  We  have  not   sent   the   hats   desired  for  the   same   reasons   as   we 
gave  you  some  time  since  for  discontinuing  to  send  the  cloathine  for  the 

military. 

25.  Should  it  be  found  that  plates  of  copper  for  battery  or  brass  of  a 
particular  thickness  have  the  preference  at  the  sales,  you  must  send  us  a  sample 
of  that  most  esteemed,  that  we  may  endeavour  to  get  the  copper  cast  agree- 
able thereto.    It  is  observed  in  your  indent,  that  the  plates  marked  LH  always 
sold  best,  but  on  reference  to  the  Warehouse  Keeper's  letter  mentioned  in 
your  letter  of  the  19th  December,  the  preference  is  given  to  the  copper  for  brass 
marked  with  a  swan,  which  makes  it  impossible  to  determine  on  this  point 
nor  does  the  account  sale  afford  any  information  in  this  respect,  for  the  copper 
for  brass  which  sold  at  the  highest  price  is  only  called  copper  for  brass  fine, 
and  not  distinguished  by  any  mark.    The  account  sales  is  in  several  other 
instance^  very  imperfect,  the  marks  of  several  different  parcels  beine  omitted 
And  the  import  warehouse  remains  in  regard  to  this  article  i&  equally  incorrect 
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for  the  total  quantity  of  copper  in  store  is  sent,  without  mentioning  the  parti- 
culars of  each  sort,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  know,  and  must 

/  > 

be  remarked  in  future. 

26.  You  are  to  cause  exact  and  particular  surveys  to  be  made  and  trans- 
mitted to  us  of  all  our  ordnance  mounted  and  unmounted  at  your  Presidency, 
describing  their  number,  natures  and  condition,  and  you  are  likewise  to  inform 
us  what  further  ones  are  wanted  to  render  your  works  properly  defensible, 
describing  them  also  in  the  same  manner. 

27.  Notwithstanding  we  learn  from  your  advices   that  Air.  Smith  has 
greatly  improved  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder,  yet  it  appears  from  a  tryal 

made  here,  of  that  received  by  the  Ashburnham,  by  putting 
*nto  a  macnine  two  drachms  of  the  powder  to  raise  Z1]A  Ib.  ; 
this  powder  at  the  first  tryal  lifted  only  2/10  of  an  inch, 
and  at  a  second  tryal  4/10  of  an  inch,  whereas  some  powrder  made  here  being 
tried  with  the  same  quantity,  and  in  like  manner,  at  the  first  and  second  tryals 
raised  the  weights  each  time  3.9/10  inches  ;  and  upon  examination  of  the 
materials,  the  charcoal  was  found  very  bad,  and  the  brimstone  and  saltpetre 
not  properly  refined.  It  is  probable  this  powder  might  have  lost  some  strength 
by  being  so  long  on  board  that  ship,  yet  we  can  not  think  that  would  have 
occasioned  so  great  a  difference  in  force  as  abovementioned,  especially  as  the 
materials  were  found  so  defective.  We  must  therefore  again  recommend  the 
Improvement  of  this  manufacture  as  a  point  of  great  importance  to  us,  hoping 
you  will  in  time  bring  it  to  such  perfection  as  to  render  it  unnecessary,  if 
possible,  to  send  any  powder  from  hence,  which  besides  the  room  taken  up  in 
our  ships,  exposes  them  to  great  danger.  And  as  we  are  informed  Mr.  Walton 
who  now  proceeds  to  you  is  thoroughly  experienced  in  the  manufacture  of  this 
article,  with  his  assistance  and  the  abilities  which  Mr.  Smith  has  evinced  therein, 
we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  attain  so  desirable  an  object.  In  order  thereto 
you  are  to  appoint  a  committee  who  are  to  inspect  the  gunpowder  works  every 
month  and  report  to  the  Board  the  quantity  made,  it's  cost,  quality  and  other 
particulars,  which  must  be  entered  on  Consultation.  And  you  are  to  continue 
to  advise  us  what  further  progress  and  improvements  are  made  and  send 
musters  annually  for  our  observation. 

28.  As  the  extraordinary  quantity  of  provisions  sent  on  the  four  Bombay 
ships  for  the  accommodation  of  the  recruits  prevents  their  taking  in  here  all 
the  bales  intended  for  that  Presidency,  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  21st 
November,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  sending  450  of  these  bales-  in  nearly 
equal  proportions  on  the  ships  Albion,  Royal  Captain  and  Horsendon  and  300 
more  in  like  manner  on  the  Grenville,  Pacifick  and  Ponsborne  making  in  the 
whole  750  bales  ;  but  as  the  extraordinary  provisions  on  board  the  Bombay 
ships  will  be  expended  upon  their  arrival  at  Fort  St.  George  and  there  will 
then  be  room  for  the  said  750  bales  to  be  transhipt  on  them,  we  have  given 
directions  to  Fort  St.  George  to  tranship  them  forthwith  in  equal  proportions  ; 
and  if  it  should  happen  that  any  of  the  said  bales   are  brought  to  your 
Presidency,  you  are  also  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  forwarding  them  to 
Bombay. 

* 

29.  If  any  of  the  said  bales  can  be  disposed  of  to  advantage  at  Bengal, 
you  may  detain  as  many  of  them  as  you  think  proper,  observing  in  such  case 
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that  you  take  an  exact  proportion  of  each  colour,  in  which  you  are  to  he 
guided  by  the  invoice  ;  for  if  only  some  particulars  are  taken  out,  the  remaining 
assortment  will  be  improper  for  the  Bombay  market  and  probably  very  pre- 
judicial to  the  sale ;  and  this  rule  must  be  observed  in  future  with  respect  to 
any  bales  which  may  be  sent  by  the  way  of  Bengal  for  any  of  our  other 
Presidencies. 

30.  We  are  very  much  surprised  to  observe  so  little  attention  given  to  our 
interest  in  the  long  detention  of  the  Nancy  ketch  with  you,  for  the  ophium 

intended  for  Fort  Marlborough,  as  it  appears  from  an 
Account  delivered  in  to  us  by  Captain  Howe  that  no  less 
than  fifty  chests  of  that  article  were  laden  on  the  Winchelsea 

belonging  to  the  freighters,  and  we  are  also  well  assured  that  forty  chests  more 

were  on  board  the  Lord  Clive  on  private  account. 

31.  By  not  having  received  any  books  of  invoices  since  those  per  Osterley, 
we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  cargoes  were  on  board  the  Lord  Mansfield,  Bute 
and  Earl  of  Middlesex  for  our  account.    To  prevent  such  a  disappointment  in 
future,  you  are  to  mention  in  your  letters  to  us,  a  general  account  of  all  con- 
signments to  the  other  Presidencies  and  send  us  abstracts  of  the  invoices  in 
the  packets. 

32.  In  our  letter  of  the  21st  of  November  you  were  informed,  we  should 
send  to  China  about  250  chests  of  treasure  this  season  ;  but  as  that  trade  is  of 
such  great  importance  to  the  Company,  we  have  by   exerting  our  utmost 
endeavours  encreased  the  quantity  to  331  chests ;  notwithstanding  this  addi- 
tional supply,  the  whole  is  still  very  inadequate  to  the  service  ;  you  are  there- 
fore, agreeable  to  our  repeated  orders,  to  send  to  our  China  Council,  as  large 
consignments  of  treasure  and  goods  as  you  can  possibly  collect,  by  every  good 
opportunity  that  offers,  so  long  as  the  season  for  supplying  the  present  com- 
mission of  supra  cargoes  will  admit  of,  and  after  that  the  succeeding  supra 
cargoes. 


Thirdly  of  investments 

33.  We  now  send  lists  of  the  investment  to  be  made  at  your  Presidency 
for  the  ships  proceeding  thither  this  season,  and  to  the  several  observations  and 
directions   therein   contained,   you    are    to   give   the    strictest    attention    and 
obedience. 

34.  In  our  letter  of  the  1st  April  1760,  we  represented  the  loss  which  the 
Company  sustained  by  the  great  quantities  of  salt  and  dirt  sent  from  Bengal 
amongst  the  saltpetre,  and  strongly  recommended  it  to  you  to  cause  the  petre 
to  be  better  refined ;  but  we  are  concerned  to  find  those  evils  are  not  yet 
remedied,  we  now  direct  that  you  immediately  give  this  matter  a  full  consi- 
deration and  take  the  most  eligible  methods  for  removing  these  complaints. 
Mr.  Walton  who  now  proceeds  to  you,  being  thoroughly  versed  in  the  manner 
of  refining  this  article,  we  would  have  you  send  him  to  the  places  where  that 
part  of  our  investment  is  provided,  to  carry  your  resolutions  into  execution, 
and  give  such  advice  therein  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  in  which  business  you 
are  to  give  him  all  proper  assistance. 
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35.  The  method  you  have  fallen  upon  for  providing  the  Luckipore  invest- 

ment under  the  direction  of  our  servants  at  Chittaeong;, 

"1  f~\    1—       T™\  ^^  ^^ 

V>     40      cr'       will  we  hope  answer  vour  expectations,  and  if  it  can  be  done 

Jra.  42.  r  •>  A 

there,  as  well  as  at  the  former  place,  we  very  much  approve 
of  this  measure. 

36.  As  we  are  prevented  from  giving  our  sentiments  upon  the  Barnagore 
cloth,  by  the  non-arrival  of  the  musters  sent  by  the  Boscawen,  you  must  send 
us  other  musters  thereof,  lest  any  accident  should  have  happened  to  that  ship ; 
and  likewise  samples  of  any  other  new  cloth  for  our  observation,  agreeable  to 
our  repeated  orders,  and  this  you  are  to  observe  as  a  standing  order  for  the 
future. 


Fourthly  concerning  the  country  government,  European  powers 

and  the  trade  of  India 

37.  We  learn  from  advices  received  by  the  ship  Deptford,  that  Shuja 
Dowlah,  the  King  and  Cossim  Aly  Cawn  still  appeared  to  persist  in  their 
intentions  to  invade  Bengal  and  had  thrown  a  bridge  over  the  Ganges  to 
prosecute  their  march,  and  though  the  same  advices  assure  us,  you  were  under 
no  apprehensions  of  danger  from  this  powerful  alliance,  yet  we  can  not  help 
being  in  pain  for  the  event  of  this  important  affair. 

38.  The  furnishing  the  country  powers  with  arms  is  a  circumstance  of 
such  an  interesting  nature,  that  it  requires  your  utmost  regard  and  attention 
to  prevent  their  falling  into  hands,  who  may  turn  them  against  us,  and  which 
is  the  more  to  be  dreaded,  as  the  continual  military  operations  at  Bengal  and 
on  the  Coromandel  Coast  have  diffused  the  European  discipline  in  a  very  great 
degree  among  the  natives.    With  respect  to  such  arms  as  you  may  be  induced 
to  supply  the  Nabob  with  in  consideration  of  the  alliance  between  him  and 
the  Company,  we  recommended  to  you  in  the  strongest  terms  to  take  every 
prudent  precaution  in  your  power,  that  those  arms  never  fall  into  improper 
hands  :  and  that  no  country  powers  in  future  be  supplied  with  any  arms  or 
military  stores  whatever  without  the  most  absolute  necessity. 

39.  In    our    letters    of    the    8th    February    and    1st    of    June    last,    we 
gave  you  our  sentiments  and  directions  very  fully  in  respect  to  the  inland 
trade  of  Bengal;  we  now  enforce  the  same  in  the  strongest  manner,  and 
positively  insist,  that  you  take  no  steps  whatever  towards  renewing  this  trade, 
without   our   express  leave,  for  which  purpose  you   must   not  fail   to   give 
us  the  fullest  information  upon  the  subject  agreeable  to  our  abovernentioned 
directions. 

40.  The  enforcing  our  said  orders  is  the  more  indispensably  necessary 
from  our  observing  the  complaints  of  the  present  Nabob,  taken  notice  of  and 
referred  to  in  your  Separate  Letter  of  the  20th  February  1764  relating  to  the 
many  difficulties,  hardships  and  oppressions  that  he  meets  with,  resulting  from 
the  beforementioned  unwarrantable  and  licentious  trade ;  we  have  such  an 
entire  confidence  in  Lord  Olive's  great  abilities  and  good  intentions,  that  we 
make  no  doubt  these  great  abuses  will  be  particular  objects  of  his  care  and 
attention,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  carry  these  our  orders  effectually  into 
execution. 
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41.  The  trade  of  pepper  upon  the  Mallabar  Coast  being  an  object  of  great 

importance   to   the   Company,   we   much  approve  of  your 
onsu  ta.   i/th        prohibiting   private  traders   to   interfere  in   our   purchases 

thereof,  and  positively  order  that  you  send  home  any  persons 
who  may  act  contrary  thereto. 

42.  We  have  been  so  full  and  explicit  in  our   advices   of  the  two   last 
seasons  concerning  the  measures  to  be  taken  with  the  agents  of  the  French 
Company  in  India,  that  we  think  you  can  be  under  no  difficulty  when  they 
come  to  resettle  In  Bengal.    As  it  will  be  very  important  for  us  to  have  the 
fullest  information  of  their  transactions,  either  with  you,  the  country  govern- 
ment, concerning  their  trade  or  any  other  matter  whatever,  you  must  care- 
fully collect  and   transmit  to  us   all  such  kinds   of  intelligence   as   early   as 
possible. 

43.  After  our  repeated  instructions  and  orders,  in  a  succession  of  our 
General  Letters,  for  maintaining  a  perfect  good  understanding  and  harmony 
with  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  and  our  particular  orders  respecting  their 
free  enjoyment  of  the  saltpetre  and  ophium  trades,2  you  may  guess  at  our 
surprise,  on  receiving  from  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  on  the  20th  November  last,  a  copy  of  a  memorial  presented 
by  Count  Welderen,  the  Dutch  Minister  at  this  Court,  containing  very  strong 
remonstrances  and  complaints,  on  the  part  of  their  high  mightinesses,  in  res- 
pect to  the  injustice  done  then-  subjects,  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  in 
the  articles  of  saltpetre  and  ophium,  and  particularly  charging  that  they  had 
not  been  able,  from  the  obstructions  of  our  servants,  to  procure  a  grain  of  salt- 
petre in  the  year  1763,  and  but  a  very  small  quantity  of  ophium,  of  which  last 
article,  our  servants  had  made  themselves  masters  of  the  greatest  part.    Upon 
the  subject  of  these  complaints,  we  do  require  your  immediate  and  explicit 
answer,  after  a  full  and  deliberate  enquiry  made  by  you  into  the  causes  that 
have  produced  these  remonstrances,   so  displeasing   to   Government  and   so 
injurious  to  our  honour  ;  and  if  any  of  our  servants,  be  they  who  they  may, 
shall  be  found  guilty  of  this  flagrant  abuse  of  their  trust  and  disobedience  to 
our  express  commands,  we  direct  that  their  proceedings  be  truly  and  impar- 
tially stated  by  you  to  us,  with  every  necessary  particular  and  circumstance 
attending  such  information  and  enquiry,  that  we  may  shew  our  just  resentment 
against  such  unwarrantable  practices  and  injurious  treatment.    At  the  same 
time  we  confirm  in  the  fullest  sense  and  effect  our  former  orders  respecting 
the  Dutch  enjoying  a  free  trade  with  ourselves  in  those  articles. 

44.  With  respect  to  the  capture  of  the  snow  Susanna  Margarita,  it  appears 
to  us,  that  the  Company  can  have  no  concern  therein  on  their  own  account, 

Genl     L        18th    ^ut  are  to  ^e  considere(i  merely  as    trustees.    You    have 
April1 1763^"  therefore  very  properly  determined  to  deposit  the  money 

Pa.  1 7  &  25.  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  prize  in  your  treasury  until  the 

affair  shall  be  decided  in  Europe  and  you  are  not  to  dis- 
pose of  the  same  until  you  receive  our  further  orders. 

45.  Application  having  been  made  to  us  by  the  several  claimants,  we  have 
ordered  the  originals  and  attested  copies  of  such  papers  relative  to  the  above 
prize  as  we  have  received  from  your  Presidency  to  be  deposited  in  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty ;  and  as  we  are  desirous  of  doing  every  thing  in  our  power 
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towards  the  facilitating  of  justice  in  this  matter,  you  are  to  take  care  that  if 
any  other  papers  should  come  to  your  hands,  relating  to  this  transaction,  the 
same  be  sent  to  us  with  the  first  advices,  in  order  that  all  parties  may  receive 
every  proper  information  for  the  termination  of  this  affair. 

46.  We  must  here  observe  to  you  that  by  the  copies  of  Captain  Iveson's 
account  current  of  the  prize,  the  net  ballance  from  the  sale  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo  is  current  rupees  23,349.9.7   and  by  your  General  Letter  of  the 
18th  April  1763  you  advise  us,  that  the  same  sum  was  deposited  accordingly, 
but  on  inspecting  your  treasury  accounts  for  that  time,  we  find  only  a  sum 
of  current  rupees  23,256.11.9,  received  on  account  of  the  Susanna  Margarita 
prize,  by  which  there  seems  to  have  been  short  paid  into  your  treasury  the 
sum  of  current  rupees  92.13.10,  of  which  you  are  to  take  notice. 

47.  This  leads  us  further  to  observe  that  by  your  treasury  accounts  for 
July    1763,    a    sum    of   current    rupees    105.9.6    appears    to    have    been    paid 
Mr.  Magee  for  registering  sundry  papers  relative  to  the  Susanna  Margarita 
prize,  which  expence  though  not  included  hi  the  account  of  charges  delivered 
in  by  Captain  Iveson,  will  we  apprehend  be  disbursed  to  the  Company.    You 
are  therefore  to  take  care  if  any  other  charges  should  have  occurred  with  respect 
to  this  transaction  that  the  same  be  collected  and  transmitted  to  us. 

Fifthly  of  fortifications^  buildings  and  revenues 

48.  The  immense  and  increasing  charge  of  your  fortifications,  is  a  burthen 
so  sensibly  felt  by  the  Company,  that  we  can  not  avoid  earnestly  recommend- 
ing to  your  serious  consideration  our  former  orders  for  contracting  the  works, 
and  of  course  the  expence,  as  far  as  it  can  be  consistently  done.    The  main  body 
of  the  fort  it  may  be  necessary  to  finish,  but  no  more  of  the  out-works  are  to  be 
done  than  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  in  conducting  the  whole,  you  are  to 
have  the  strictest  regard  to  economy  in  everv  instance. 

O  «  J 

49.  You  must  direct  a  complete  plan  of  the  fort  and  out-wTorks  to  be 
drawn  out  and  forwarded  to  us  as  soon  as  possible,  in  which  must  be  distin- 
guished those  parts  which  are  finished,  those  in  hand  and  those  necessary 
to  be  done,  accompanying  the  same  with  proper  estimates  of  the  expence, 

which  will  be  incurred  thereby. 

j 

50.  We  think  it  needful  to  repeat  our  orders  of  last  season  positively 
forbidding  you  to  make  any  fortifications  at  Chittagong  without  our  permis- 
sion, as  we  observe  by  your  letter  of  the  20th  of  February  last,  you  continued 
in  that  intention. 

51.  You  did  right  not  to  consent  to  the  making  a  new  fort  at  Dacca,  and 

in  ordering  the  old  one  to  be  repaired,  as  no  such  works 
Consn.  21  Novr.     must  ^e   set   about  without   our   express   leave,   agreeable 

to  our  repeated  orders. 

52.  You  are  to  transmit  to  us  as  soon  as  possible,  exact  plans  of  all  the 
lands  granted  to  the  Company,  as  wrell  those  in  the  environs  of  Calcutta, 
as  in  the  provinces  of  Burdwan,  Chittagong,  Midnapore  or  elsewrhere,  accom- 
panying the  same  with  such  remarks  and  explanations  as  may  be  necessary 
to  give  us  a  full  and  satisfactory  information  of  all  our  possessions,  their  value 
and  the  importance  they  are  of  to  the  Company. 
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53.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us  to  hear  that  during  your  late  troubles, 

you  were  able  to  keep  the  Burdwan  Province  free  from  any 
Lre.  19th  Deer,      material  inroads,  and  the  more  especially  as  by  this  means 

1763.  Pa.  45.  we  may  reasonably  hope  that  it's  revenues  will  not  have 

suffered  any  diminution. 

» 

54.  We  observe  that  the  revenues  of  this  province  have  been  stipulated 
at  thirty  four  lack  for  the  present  year,  as  for  the  former ;  but  at  the  same 

time  you  give  us  your  opinion  that  the  lands  will  not  yield 

T  ^'onl^l?'  tlle  ^creased  rent,  though  by  the  state  of  these  revenues 

Lre.  20th  Febv.  j  0          ,°   .      J       r,        « „  ,     ,  ,       -,.^J. 

1764.  Pa.  15."  entered  on  your  Consultations  of  the  12th  March  1764,  it 

appears,  that  the  rents  were  collected  In  full.  Yet  as  we 
find  that  this  was  not  effected  without  difficulties  and  perhaps  some  degree 
of  rigour,  we  had  rather  abate  of  our  expectations  than  subject  ourselves  to 
any  just  Imputations  of  severity  ;  for  it  is  our  interest  as  well  as  Inclination 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  tend  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  natives  to  our 
Government. 

55.  As  you  were  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  our 
revenues,  we  doubt  not  of  your  attention  thereto,  and  persuade  ourselves  that 
you  will  settle  it  on  such  a  footing  as  shall  be  most  beneficial  to  the  Company, 
without  being  oppressive  either  to  the  farmers  or  tenants,  and  here  we  observe 
your  commendations  of  Mr.  Johnstone  for  his  great  diligence  in  procuring 
payment  of  this  part  of  our  revenues,  which  will  have  due  weight  with  us. 

56.  It  is  very  agreeable  to  us  to  hear  that  the  revenues  of  Midnaporc  and 

Chittagong  have  not  only  received  some  increase  but  that 

Lre.  19th.  Deer.     ^7  Yie^  a  prospect  of  being  annually  improved,  and  that 

1763.    Pa.  49, 50.        Chittagong  in  particular   is   likely   to   become   a  valuable 

settlement,  and  this  we  trust  you  had  a  reasonable  assur- 
ance of,  by  your  sending  two  additional  members  to  the  Council  of  that  place. 

57.  The  method  you  resolved  on  last  year,  for  collecting  the  rents  of  the 
Calcutta  purgunnahs,  having  not  only  given  you  the  advantage  of  being  better 

Pa    5?  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  lands  but  also 

given  an  addition  to  our  revenues,  we  the  more  readily 
approve  of  your  continuing  the  collection  in  the  same  manner,  until  you  have 
acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  what  improvement  those  lands  are  capable, 
and  consequently  how  far  their  rents  may  be  advanced.  This  necessary  end 
once  obtained,  It  may  be  proper  for  you  to  reconsider  this  matter  maturely, 
and  we  doubt  not  but  you  will  then  pursue  such  a  plan  as  shall  be  most  for 
the  true  interest  of  the  Company. 

58.  You  inform  us  of  an  increase  to  our  revenues  of  more  than  one  laak 
of  rupees  from  the  salt  pans  in  the  Calcutta  lands  by  the  method  of  taxing 

p>a.]  53.  ^le   khallerys  at  thirty  rupees   each ;    so   considerable   an 

increase  seems  sufficiently  to  justify  your  having  continued 
the  same  method  for  the  present  year,  taking  it  for  granted  that  no  grievance 
or  discontent  has  arisen  from  this  tax. 

59.  With  respect  to  your  making  yourselves  answerable  to  the  salt  mer- 
Pa  54_  chants  for  the  balances  due  from  the  molungees  or  labourers, 

we  are  not  enabled  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  this 
engagement  which  has  the  appearance  of  being  attended  with  some  risk,  but 
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as  you  have  thought  it  adviseabie  to  become  sureties  to  the  merchants,  in 
this  case,  we  hope  and  trust  that  you  had  a  thorough  conviction  that  the 
Company  would  not  be  subjected  to  any  loss  thereby. 

60.  With  regard  to  the  state  of  your  mint,  though  the  profits  hitherto 
arising  therefrom  do  not  fully  answer  our  expectations,  yet  the  prospect  you 

give  of  its  becoming  more  beneficial  is  very  agreeable  to 

us.    When  we  shall  receive  a  complete  state  of  the  mint 

which  you  have  promised  us,  we  expect  to  see  not  only  the  nett  gains  by  the 

duties  en  coinage,  but  also  the  amount  of  the  sums  coined  for  private  persons 

in  "which  your  mint  account  current  received  per  Osterley  is  defective. 

Sixthly  and  seventhly  of  covenant  and  military  servants  and  accounts 

61.  Mr.  John  Barwell  whom  we  advised  you  in  our  letter  of  the  21st 
November  last  was  appointed  a  writer  for  your  Presidency,  has  resigned  the 
said  appointment. 

62.  We  have  therefore  appointed  Mr.  John  Peiarce  to  be  a  writer  upon 
your  establishment  and  have  given  him  rank  next  below  Thomas  Henchman, 
one  of  the  writers  of  this  season,  and  as  we  are  informed,  Mr.  Peiarce  is  now 
in  Bengal,  we  send  covenants  in  the  packet,  which  must  be  executed,  witnessed, 
and  returned  to  us  by  the  first  ship. 

63.  Mr.  William  Walton  whom  we  mentioned  in  our  letter  to  you  of  the 

•* 

9th  May  1764,  now  proceeds  to  your  Presidency,  being  assured  this  gentleman 
has  a  compleat  knowledge  of  the  method  of  refining  saltpetre  and  the  whole 
process  of  manufacturing  gunpowder.  It  is  our  intention  he  should  be  chiefly 
employed  in  the  regulations  of  those  branches  under  your  direction,  and  you 
are  to  give  him  all  necessary  instructions  and  assistance  therein,  acquainting 
us  from  time  to  time  with  his  progress.  Upon  his  arrival  he  is  to  take  rank 
as  one  of  our  writers  upon  your  establishment  and  remain  such  until  the  30th 
of  July  1766  when  he  will  be  of  age,  at  which  time,  he  is  to  commence  and  be 
stationed  as  the  youngest  factor  upon  the  list.  However,  as  we  have  been 
induced  to  give  Mr.  Walton  the  said  rank  on  account  of  the  assurances  we 
have  received  of  his  beforernentloned  qualifications,  if  it  should  appear  to 
you  that  he  has  not  sufficient  judgment  in  those  branches  to  render  us  the 
services  we  have  mentioned,  he  is  then  to  serve  five  years  as  a  writer. 

64.  If  any  of  our  covenant  servants  or  Mr.  Wensley  the  surgeon  who 
came  to  Bengal  with  Mr.  Spencer  shall  be  there  when  this  is  received,  you 
are  to  acquaint  them,  it  is  our  positive  order  they  return  forthwith  to  their 
former  stations. 

65.  We  were  acquainted  by  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George 
that  Mr.  Edward  Middleton  one  of  our  writers  upon  that  establishment  had 
resigned  our  service  in  order  to  proceed  to  and  assist  his  brother  of  Council 
at  your  Presidency  in  his  mercantile  concerns,  who  had  given  him  an  invitation 
for  that  purpose ;  as  we  can  not  allow  our  service  to  be  deserted  under  such 
pretences,  you  are  immediately  to  send  the  said  Mr.  Middleton  to  England, 
and  his  brother  must  be  acquainted,  we  are  very  much  displeased  at  his  giving 
encouragement  to  such  a  step. 

66.  We  have   signified  to  our  Presidency  at  Fort  St.   George  that  we 
Vol.  rv~6 
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consent  to  Mr.  Croke's  remaining  on  that  coast,  and  that  they  may  likewise 
pay  him  his  annuity. 

67.  Mr.    Christopher   Roffe   who    we    are   informed   is   in   Bengal,    and 
Mr.  William  Althani  who  went  thither  last  year  as  a  free  merchant,  being 
appointed  factors,  upon  the  Fort  Marlborough  establishment,  they  are  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  said  appointment,  and  that  we  direct  them  to  proceed  to 
their  stations  on  the  West  Coast  forthwith. 

68.  You  were  informed  in  our  letter  of  the  1st  June  last,  that  we  trans- 
mitted to  you  deeds  of  covenants  to  be  entered  into  by  yourselves,  and  all 
our  civil  servants,  also  by  all  the  military  officers,  pursuant  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Proprietors  of  this  Company  on  the  2nd  May  last,  to  prevent  yours  and 
their  receiving  any  gifts,  grants  or  rewards,  gratuities,  allowances,  donations, 
or  compensations  whatever,  from  any  of  the  country  powers,  otherwise  than 
under  the  limitations  therein  mentioned.    We  shall  expect  that  the  said  order 
of  the  General  Court  has  been  punctually  carried  into  execution,  and  we  posi- 
tively direct  that  you  take  care  that  every  new  officer,  civil  or  military,  does 
without  fail,  upon  his  admission  into  the  service,  execute  the  said  covenants. 
All  our  civil  and  military  servants  who  proceed  from  hence  do   upon  their 
respective  appointments  execute  such  covenants  here. 

69.  It  is  always  necessary  that  a  civil  servant  of  rank  should  reside  on  the 
Company's  behalf  at  the  Durbar,  agreeable  to  the  treaty  with  the  present 
Nabob.    In  this  appointment,  the  abilities  and  qualifications  of  the  person 
should  be  chiefly  regarded,  and  we  suppose  you  had  these  in  view  in  the 
choice  of  our  present  Resident,  Mr.  Watts. 

70.  The  method  you  have  taken  to  excite  our  junior  servants  to  qualify 
themselves  for  the  posts  of  Secretary  and  Sub-Accountant,  by  annexing  to  the 

due  execution  thereof  for  three  years,  a  title  to  the  pre- 
Pa  88  6Cr"  ference  of  any  vacancy  of  a  post  of  greater  trust  or 

advantage,  meets  with  our  entire  approbation  ;  and  such 
persons  may  be  likewise  assured,  we  shall  at  all  times  have  a  suitable  regard 
to  their  merits. 

71.  It   is    with   great    pleasure    we    observe    your    recommendations    of 

Mr.  Graham,  the  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Majendie,  his  assist- 

1764C'  PattLl2MarCh    ant*   ^or    t^le^r    extraordinary    assiduity,    and    the    regular 

manner  in  which  they  execute  the  business  of  that  office ; 
and  we  shall  pay  due  attention  to  their  merits,  as  well  as  those  of  any  other 
of  our  servants,  who  may  distinguish  themselves  in  the  like  manner. 

72.  We  can  not  avoid  remarking  that  the  allowances  you  have  lately 
made  to  the  Secretary,  and  his  assistants  are  much  larger  than  the  former  ones, 

which  we  thought  very  handsome  and  sufficient ;  however, 
^eing  ready  upon  all  occasions  to  encourage  the  fidelity 
and  diligence  of  our  servants,  we  shall  acquiesce  therein 

if  we  find  the  businesses  of  the  two  departments  are  properly  conducted  and 

kept  up. 

73.  The  plan  you  have  established  as  a  rule  of  preferment,  for  the  en- 

couragement of  the  surgeons  in  our  service,  has  our  appro- 

f  763%a  83  &  84*"    ^at^on  ^or  t^le  present ;  but  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  see 

we  are  put  to  no  more  charge  on  this  account  than  is 
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absolutely  necessary,  and  to  take  the  first  opportunity  that  offers  to  reduce  their 
number,  and  you  must  send  us  lists  of  them  in  the  packets  every  season. 

74.  Being  well  assured  that  Mr.  John  Charnier  who  went  out  last  season 
as  a  free  merchant  for  Bengal,  has  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  manufacture 
of  raw  silk,  having  been  bred  up,  and  many  years  engaged  in  the  silk  trade, 
we  recommend  him  to  be  employed  in  the  regulation  and  improvement  of 
that  branch  of  our  investment,  after  the  manner  of  the  late  Mr.  Wilder,  and 
you  must  transmit  us  an  account  of  his  services  herein,  that  we  may  make 
him  such  an  allowance,  as  he  shall  appear  to  deserve. 

75.  And  with  respect  to  Mr.  Joseph  Pouchon  whom  we  observe  you  had 
employed  to  increase  and  improve  the  raw  silk  investment,  as  we  are  well  in- 
formed he  can  render  us  more  service  by  his  judgment  in  our  piece  goods, 
you  are  to  make  such  use  of  his  abilities  in  one  or  both  of  those  branches  of 
our  investment  as  may  be  most  for  our  interest,  giving  us  the  like  information 
with  respect  to  his  services. 

76.  In  consideration  only  of  your  strong  recommendation  of  Mr.  Cameron 

for  his  usefulness  to  our  service,  we  permit  you  to  con- 
tinue to  employ  him  therein,  so  long  as  it  may  be  found 
necessary,  but  it  must  be  an  invariable  rule  with  you  here- 
after, upon  no  pretence  whatever  to  entertain  any  person  in  our  service  who 
lays  under  imputations  of  misconduct  at  our  other  Presidencies. 

77.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Thomas  Bagnell,  one  of  our  surgeons  at  Fort 
Marlborough,  having  represented  that  he  labours  under  an  indifferent  state 
of  health,  and  desired  he  may  be  removed  to  Bengal,  we  have  acquainted 
the  President  and  Council- there  that  we  consent  thereto,  and  upon  his  arrival 
with  you,  he  is  to  be  employed  as  you  shall  think  proper,  whenever  a  vacancy 
shall  happen. 

78.  As  you  will  be  the  properest  judges  of  Captain  Jenings's  pretensions, 

and  how  far  it  may  be  right  to  comply  therewith,  we  leave 
17*4C'pa~  79      e  *'    it  entirely  to  you  to  adjust  the  same  as  his  services  may 

appear  to  deserve,  and  as  much  to  his  satisfaction  as  possible. 

79.  We  approve  your  reply  to  the  remonstrance  of  Captain  Fischer,  upon 
Consulta.    3rd        your  promoting  Captain  Knox  to  a  majority,  as  we  can  not 

Octr.  1763.  admit   of  foreigners   being   advanced   above   the   rank   of 

Captain  in  our  service. 

80.  It  gives  us  satisfaction  to  observe  your  success  in  inlisting  the  men 
Lre.   19th  Deer.      °f  the  regiment,  and  we  approve  of  your  offering  them  a 

1763.  j?a.  87.  bounty  of  ten  pounds  each  for  that  purpose. 

81.  In  our  letter  of  the  21st  November,  we  made  some  general  observa- 
tions on  the  mutiny  which  happened  in  your  army ;  but  as  this  is  an  occur- 
rence of  a  most  important  and  interesting  nature,  we  further  direct,  that  you 
make  a  particular  and  circumstantial  inquiry  into  that  affair,  and  transmit  us 
a  full  and  impartial  account  of  the  source  and  causes  which  gave  rise  to  it, 
and  whether  any  of  the  officers,  or,  who  else  were  to  blame  therein,  or,  did 
not  exert  then:  utmost  endeavours  to  stop  it's  progress,  before  it  came  to  the 
dangerous  height,  to  which  it  arrived. 

82.  The  last  advices  from  Fort  St.  George  inform  us,  that  Lieutenants 
John  Bridger,  George  Buck,  Arnold  Hunterman,  Francis  Swain  Ward  and 
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Robert  Phillips,  who  were  with  our  army  before  Madura,  having  taken  disgust 
at  the  President  and  Council  for  promoting  some  lieutenants  of  the  regiment 
to  captains  commissions,  who  had  raised  fifty  men  each,  they  left  the  army 
and  came  down  to  Fort  St.  George  and  resigned  their  commissions.  Imme- 
diately upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  we  wrote  a  letter  to  that  Presidency, 
and  sent  it  express  to  the  Tilbury  then  in  the  Downes,  solely  to  signify  how 
highly  we  resented  such  a  mutinous  and  unsoldierlike  conduct,  and  directing 
those'  persons  to  be  sent  to  England  by  the  first  conveyance,  and  likewise  any 
others  who  might  misbehave  in  the  like  manner.  If  any  of  the  said  persons 
shall  be  in  Bengal,  you  are  also  to  send  them  home,  whether  they  may  have 
engaged  in  the  service  or  not,  and  if  any  of  our  officers  should  be  guilty  of 
such  a  misconduct  at  your  Presidency,  they  are  to  be  treated  in  the  same 


*&•*& 

.ch  ; 

manner. 


83.  In  our  letter  of  the  2 1st  of  November  last,  wre  signified  our  intentions 
to  send  out  this  season  eighteen  hundred  military  recruits  for  our  Presidencies 
of  Fort  William  and  Fort  St.  George,  and  we  then  mentioned  that  the  greater 
part  of  them  wTould  probably  be  wanted  at  Bengal ;  but  the  advices  we  have  since 
received  from  Fort  St.  George  being  very  pressing  for  a  large  supply,  and 
considering  the  much  greater  proportion  sent  to  you  last  season,  than  to  that 
Presidency,  we  have  now  determined  that  of  the  said  eighteen  hundred  recruits, 
one  thousand  and  twenty  be  incorporated  in  our  several  corps  upon  the  Fort 
St.  George  establishment,  and  the  remaining  seven  hundred  and  eighty  in 
like  manner  upon  the  establishment  of  Bengal.  The  said  recruits  proceed 
as  follows:  — 

For  Fort  St.  George 

On  the  four  Coast  and  China  ships  Tilbury  (already  sailed),  1 
Albion,  Royal  Captain  and  Horsendon J 

On  the  Hector 300 

On  the  Bombay  ships  Fox  and  True  Briton  which  are  to  call  ] 

first  at  Fort  St.  George j-     260 


1020 
For  Bengal 


On  the  four  Coast  and  Bay  ships  Speke,  Grenville,  Pacifick  and  ] 

Ponsborne        j-    480 

On  the  Falmouth 300 


780 


84.  In  order  that  the  said  recruits  may  be  properly  taken  care  of  in  the 
voyage,  and  disciplined  as  well  as  their  situation  on  board  will  admit,  they 
are  to  be  officered  for  the  voyage  only  as  follows  vizt.3  in  each  of  the  ships 
Speke,  Grenville,  Pacifick,  and  Ponsborne,  by  one  captain,  one  lieutenant 
and  one  ensign,  and  in  the  Falmouth,  one  captain,  two  lieutenants  and  two 
ensigns. 
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85.  The  recruits  for  Fort  St.  George  are  officered  In  trie  like  manner  vizt., 
in  the  Tilbury,  one  captain  and  one  lieutenant :  the  Albion,  Royal  Captain 
and  Horsendon,  one  captain,  one  lieutenant  and  one  ensign  in  each  ship  :  in 
the  Hector,  one  captain,  two  lieutenants  and  two  ensigns  ;  and  In  the  rvvo 
Bombay  ships,  two  lieutenants  and  one  ensign  each. 

86.  The  names  of  the  several  officers  destined  for  the  Presidency  of  Fort 
William  are  as  follows:  — 

Captains  Scipio  Carnac,  William  Nugent,  James  Coltee  DuCarel, 
Alexander  Hannay  and  John  Stainforth,  Lieutenants  Thomas  Hope, 
Thomas  Dundas,  Ralph  Harding,  William  Bullock,  Selby  Padman  and 
William  Powell. 

Ensigns  George  Hoggan,  John  Anthony  Vazeille,  Francis  Field,  Swiny 
Toone.  Savage  Barrel!  and  Thomas  Preston. 

87.  For  the  ships  on  which  the  said  officers  proceed,  you  are  referred 
to  the  several  lists  in  the  packets. 

88.  We  shall  also  send  for  your  information,  the  names  of  the  officers 
for  Fort  St.  George,  in  separate  lists. 

89.  The  beforementioned   recruits  for  your   Presidency   are   not   to  be 
formed  into  any  new  companies,  but  are  to  be  Incorporated  In  the  corps,  which 
form  your  present  establishment ;  and  with  respect  to  the  officers,  they  are 
to  succeed  to  such  vacancies  as  shall  happen  after  their  arrival  in  the  rank 
and  order  they  are  named  above,  and  until  such  vacancies  happen,  they  are 
to  receive  pay  agreeable  to  their  respective  ranks,  and  be  employed  in  such 
manner  as  you  shall  think  fit. 

90.  We  have  given  the  like  orders,  both  with  respect  to  the  officers  and 
recruits  destined  for  Fort  St.  George. 

91.  Altho'  by  our  beforementioned  arrangements,  the  greater  part  of 
the  recruits  and  officers  are  destined  for  Fort  St.  George,  yet  as  the  situation 
of  the  Company's  affairs  In  Bengal  may  require  a  fuller  assistance,  we  have 
in  such  case  directed  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  to  forward  as  many  of 
them  as  they  can  possibly  spare  accordingly ;  but  as  they  are  in  all  events  to 
belong  to  the  said  establishment,  they  are  to  be  deemed  and  taken  as  detach- 
ments from  that  Presidency. 

92.  On  the  other  hand  if  they  should  be  under  a  real  necessity  of  detain- 
ing any  of  the  officers  and  recruits  designed  for  Bengal,  they  have  our  leave 
to  do  so,  for  so  long  as  they  may  be  wanted,  under  the  like  regulation  of 
deeming  them  detachments  from  your  Presidency. 

93.  In  general  the  affairs  of  our  several  Presidencies  are  to  be  looked  upon 
as  they  really  are,  a  common  concern ;  they  are  accordingly  mutually  and  as 
effectually  as  possible,  to  assist  one  another,  whenever  the  exigency  of  affairs 
requires  it ;  and  this  we  lay  down  as  an  invariable  rule  for  the  observance 
of  every  Presidency.3 

94.  Upon  further  considering  the  great  Importance  of  sending  as  effectual  a 
supply  of  military  recruits  to  our  Presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bengal 
as  we  can  possibly  find  conveyances  for,  and  the  pressing  instances  of  both 
Presidencies   on  this  head,  we  have  determined  that   the   ships   dive  and 
Hardwicke,  two  other  of  the  Bombay  ships,  shall  proceed  first  to  Fort  St.  George 
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with  two  hundred  and  sixty  recruits  over   and   above  the  beforementioned 

j 

eighteen  hundred,  which  will  be  officered  in  like  manner  as  those  in  the  other 
two  Bombay  ships. 

95.  One  circumstance  which  has  been  the  occasion  of  greatly  increasing 
the  military  expences  of  your  Presidency,  has  been  the  employing  a  great 
many  officers  more  than  were  wanted  for  the  number  of  men  they  were  to 
command ;  since  we  have  settled  the  military  establishment,  the  number  of 
officers  is  thereby  adjusted,  and  must  not  on  any  account  be  dispensed  with  or 
exceeded,  being  fully  satisfied  it  is  sufficient  for  the  service  and  to  answer 
every  good  purpose ;  this  is  not  meant  however  to  vacate  any  of  the  com- 
missions already  issued,  but  that  in  future  you  will  grant  no  other  commissions 
than  your  establishment  requires. 

96.  We  have   appointed   Mr.   Ezekiel   Mackelwaine   to   be   a  lieutenant 
fireworker  in  our  artillery  at  Bengal,  and  as  he  has  been  in  the  service  of  His 
Majesty's  train,  and  is  well  instructed  in  all  the  engineering  branch,  we  recom- 
mend Mm  to  be  employed  as  one  of  our  engineers  at  your  Presidency. 

97.  The  plan  you  have  adopted  for  conducting  the  business  of  your  Presi- 
dency in  two  distinct  departments4  both  under  the  management  of  the  Presi- 

dent  and  Council,  appears  to  us  a  very  proper  and  necessary 
ms^'pa.  44.  ^  regulation,  and  we  expect  you  will  take  particular  care  that 

the  books  of  each  department  are  kept  in  such  forwardness, 
that  we  may  receive  them  by  every  ship,  brought  up  as  near  to  the  time  of 
her  dispatch  as  possible. 

98.  It  is  with  real  concern  we  still  find  ourselves  disappointed  of  receiv- 
ing the  General  Books  of  your  Presidency  to  the  latest  period,  instead  of 

Do   95  which  you  give  us  to  understand  that  you  would  forward 

(per  Boscawen)  only  one  set  ending  April  1760,  which  set 
unfortunately  has  not  yet  reached  us.  We  have  so  repeatedly  animadverted 
on  your  failure  in  so  material  a  point,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  say 
more  on  the  subject,  but  as  you  tell  us  the  remaining  sets  of  books  are  in 
great  forwardness,  we  hope  to  receive  them  compleat  by  the  ships  of  next 
season. 

99.  We  must  here  also  observe  that  you  speak  only  of  the  General  Books 
of  your  Presidency  without  taking  any  notice  of  those  of  your  subordinates ; 
though  these  books  may  not  be  thought  so  immediately  necessary  as  the  books 
of  your  Presidency,  yet  you  cannot  but  be  sensible  that  your  General  Books 
themselves   must  be  insufficient   to   answer   our   inquiries   without   the   sub- 
ordinate books  that  form  so  great  a  part  of  your  transactions. 

100.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  to  you,  that  it  is  our  standing  order, 
that  the  General  Books  of  all  subordinates  should  be  sent  us,  as  well  as  those 
of  our  Presidencies  ;  this  order  was  duly  attended  to  till  the  capture  of  Calcutta, 
since  which  it  seems  to  have  been  totally  neglected.    We  are  indeed  apprized 
that  many  interruptions   and  difficulties   arising  from   the  troubles   of  the 
country  may  have  retarded  the  regular  course  of  business  at  your  out  settle- 
ments, yet  when  "these  troubles  shall  have  subsided,  we  trust  that  you  will 
turn  your  thoughts  also  to  the  giving  us  a  series  of  the  subordinate  books, 
and  that  our  servants  on  your  establishment  will  exert  themselves  to  bring 
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the  several  books  In  their  proper  order  that  they  may  be  duly  transmitted 
to  us. 

101.  As  the  receiving  your  Commissaries  books  and  Military  Paymaster's 
books  is  of  essential  consequence,  that  we  may  not  remain  in  uncertainty  In 
a  point  of  such  Importance  as  your  military  expences,  we  cannot  but  repeat 
our  former  orders  that  you  by  no  means  neglect  to  send  them  in  their  due 
course. 

102.  The  purgunnah  accounts  that  we  have  hitherto  received  are  imper- 
fect both  with  respect  to  time  and  method,  consisting  chiefly  of  monthly 
accounts  (and  those  not  in  regular  succession),  without  any  general  abstract ; 
as  these  must  necessarily  have  been  reduced  in  a  set  of  books,  we  apprehend 
you  can  be  under  no  difficulty  in  sending  us  copies  of  them. 

103.  We  have  received  per  Osterley  the  account  of  expences  of  French 
prisoners  at  your  Presidency  to  November   1763,  and  a  duplicate  per  Pigot 
continued  to  February  1764,  and  have  only  to  remark,  that  It  does  not  appear 
you  have  inserted  therein,  the  charges  of  French  prisoners  in  the  Deccan 
expedition ;  we  are  at  a  loss  for  the  reason  of  such  omission,  as  this  charge  is 
inserted  in  a  former  account  dated  31st  January  1762  received  per  Warren. 

104.  The  copies  of  the  accounts  kept  by  the  commissioners  of  restitution 
are  come  to  hand,  but  we  are  sorry  to  observe,  that  they  are  so  far  from  answer- 
Ing  all  our  inquiries  on  the  subject,  that  It  is  hardly  possible  for  us  to  draw 
from  them  any  clear  state  of  the  transaction.    The  claims  delivered  in  appear 
to  be  very  Inaccurate  (not  to  mention  that  there  are  many  duplicates  in  the 
same  book),  some  have  no  names  of  the  claimants  annexed  to  them  ;  other 
claims  are  blended  together,  and  several  sums  appear  to  have  been  allowed 
to  persons  whose  names  cannot  be  discovered  as  having  delivered  In   any 
estimates   of  losses ;   the  established  claims   have   indeed  references   to   the 
accounts  delivered  In  by  the  sufferers,  but  these  last  not  being  entered  in 
numerical  order,  it  cannot  without  difficulty  be  seen  what  claims  were  really 
made,  and  what  particular  sum  was  allowed  on  each  respective  claim. 

105.  By  your  accounts  It  appears,  that  upwards  of  sixty  eight  thousand 
current  rupees  have  been  paid  to  the  European  sufferers  more  than  the  amount 
of  their  established  claims,  as  set  forth  in  the  books  received  per  Royal  George 
and  Earl  o/  Ashburnham,  so  that  upon  the  whole,  it  Is  still  necessary  for  yob 
to  send  us  such  a  digested  state  of  this  transaction  as  may  remove  every  before- 
mentioned  difficulty. 

106.  We  sent  you  last  year  copies  of  the  bill  filed  against  the  Company,  In 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  by  the  claimants  on  the  Restitution  Fund,  that  you 
might  be  enabled  to  judge  what  was  requisite  for  our  further  information 
in  this  affair,  and  we  refer  you  to  our  instructions  on  the  subject  in  our  General 
Letter,  from  which  we  make  no  doubt,  but  you  will  be  very  sensible  that  the 
materials  hitherto  sent  us,  are  absolutely  insufficient  for  forming  a  statement 
with  such  precision  and  exactness  as  are  indispensably  necessary  in  matters 
subjected  to  litigation ;  therefore  if  you  should  not  already  have  forwarded  to 
us  such  a  full  and  exact  account  as  the  nature  of  the  case  requires,  you  will  not 
fail  to  do  it  by  the  first  opportunity. 

107.  And  as  the  article  of  commission  charged  in  the  restitution  account 
Is  a  point  of  the  greatest  importance  in  our  inquiries  and  hitherto  stands 
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without  any  explanation,  we  cannot  avoid  repeating  our  former  directions 
that  you  particularly  acquaint  us  what  is  meant  by  reserved  commission,  to 
whom  such  commission  is  due,  upon  what  consideration,  and  what  is  the 
amount  thereof. 

108.  We  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of  an  error   that  occurs  in  your 
General  Books  ending  April  1759,  wherein  you  have  debited  Hughley  Captors5 
for  current  rupees  29308-8-6  instead  of  Account  Deposits,  which  account  has 
credit  for  that  sum  in  your  preceding  books ;  though  this  erroneous  trans- 
position does  not  actually  affect  your  general  ballance,  yet  it  must  necessarily 
occasion  confusion,  as  each  of  those  accounts  has  a  wrong  ballance  outstanding  ; 
in  case  therefore  such  error  has  not  already  been  discovered,  you  will  take  care 

to  rectify  the  same. 

j 

Eighthly  concerning  the  charter 

109.  The  papers  concerning  the  cause  of  Mary  de  Lors  are  before  the 
King  in  Council,  whose  decree  therein  shall  be  advised  to  you. 

110.  Agreeable  to  our  promise  last  season,  we  now  send  you  by  the  ship 
Grenville,  Histoire-  des  Traites  de  Paix  et  Autres  Negotiations  in  18  Vols.  folio, 
which  being  a  scarce  work,  are  to  be  carefully  preserved  amongst  your  records. 

Supplement 

111.  There  being  a  great  demand  for  raw  silk  for  home  consumption, 
and  we  being  willing  to  contribute  as  far  as  lays  in  our  power  to  encourage 
so  useful  and  national  a  manufacture,  we  would  have  you  if  the  situation  of 
your  finances  will  possibly  admit  of  it,  comply  with  the  orders  in  the  list  of 
investment  as  nearly  as  you  can,  taking  care  to  lade  the  same  in  equal  propor- 
tions in  the  several  ships. 

112.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Randall,  whom  we  permitted  to  conti- 
nue in  India  as  a  free  merchant  and  sent  indentures  accordingly  for  him  in 
1762  in  the  Tilbury's  packet  to  your  Presidency,  have  represented  that  he  has 
not  been  admitted  to  the  execution  of  those  indentures.    We  are  desirous  of 
knowing  the  reason  of  that  omission,  and  direct  that  you  call  upon  him  to 
enter  into  his  covenants  if  no  just  cause  shall  appear  to  the  contrary,  and  that 
the  same  be  thereupon  returned  to  us  by  the  first  ship  for  Europe. 

113.  When  directions  were  given  to  our  several  Presidencies  for  employ- 
ing  the    Winchelsea,   it   was   expressly   recommended,    that   the    said    ship's 
voyages  during  her  detention  in  India,  should  be  so  planned  as  to  be  con- 
sistent with  the  Company's  interest,  and  consequently,  that  her  earnings  should 
defray  the  demorage  at  least ;  how  our  said  directions  and  recommendations 
have  been  disregarded,  even  supposing  the  Winchelsea  was  to  be  put  on  a 
footing    with    the    Godolphin,    and    the    several    irregularities    which    have 
occurred  m  the  course  of  the  proceedings  with  respect  to  the  said  ship,  will 
appear  from  the  following  deduction  of  facts,  and  the  observations  naturally 
resulting  therefrom.  ; 

1 14.  If  Captain  Howe  could  not  have  performed  the  double  voyage  from 
Bombay  to  Bengal  and  back  again,  also  have  been  employed  on  a  freight 
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vovaee    according   to   the   Court's   first   directions,    contained    In    their   letter 

-  .-r-  -m 

of  the  23rd  December  1761,  so  as  to  be  dispatched  home  by  the  llth  of  February 
1764,  the  ship  ought  not  to  have  been  detained  for  a  freight  voyage,  but  In 
all  events  should  have  been  sent  to  England  by  the  said  time,  as  the  charter- 

o  * 

party  with  the  owners  then  expired. 

115.  Instead   whereof,   upon  the   Winchelsea's   arrival   at   Bengal  from 
Bombay,  which  was  on  the  7th  March   1763,  the  President  and  Council  let 
her  out  to  freight  for  twenty  months  from  the   1st  of  April  following,  that 

Is  to  say,  from  that  time  to  the  1st  December  1764,  but  not  to  exceed  the  30th 

s  * 

January  1765.  This  was  carrying  her  detention  a  year  beyond  the  expiration 
of  the  charterparty  as  beforernentioned. 

116.  Upon  the  Winchelsea's  arrival  at  Bombay  in  the  said  freight  voyage 
on  the  18th  October  1763,  the  President  and  Council  there  agreed  with  Captain 
Howe  to  prolong  the  freighter's  term  from  the  said  30th  January  1765  to  the 
30th  April  following. 

117.  Upon  her  return  to  Bengal  again  which  was  on  the  20th  February 
1764,  on  which  day  the  President  and  Council  received  the  Court's  letter  under 
date  of  the  13th  May  1763,  recommending  it  to  them  to  let  Capt.  Howe  have 
the  preference  of  being  employed  another  season,  provided  it  coincided  with 
the  Company's  Interest,  upon  this  recommendation  they  took  upon  them  to 
agree  with  Captain  Howe  to  prolong  the  freighter's  time  to  the  llth  of  February 
1766  ;  she  was  accordingly  dispatched  from  Bengal  on  the  freighter's  account 
about  the  17th  March  1764  for  Bombay  and  Surat,  but  was  unfortunately  lost 
in  Bengal  River  the  20th  of  the  same  month. 

118.  By  the  contracts  between  the  Governor  and  Council  and  the  freight- 
ers, it  was  agreed  that  the  latter  should  allow  the  Company  after  the  rate  of 
five  hundred  pounds  a  month  during  her  detention,  to  be  paid  when  and  where 
the  ship  should  be  discharged  ;  reckoning  thirty  days  to  the  month,  the  said 
allowance  is  sixteen  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  a  day,  whereas 
the  demorage  the  Company  was  by  charterparty  to  allow  the  owners,  was 
twenty  pounds  three  shillings  and  four  pence  a  day. 

119.  Upon  the  Winchelsea's  voyage  from  Bengal  to  Bombay,  it  appears 
she  called  at  Fort  St.  George  where  one  thousand  bales  of  the  Company's 
woollen  goods  were  laden,  for  which  the  President  and  Council  of  Bombay 
paid  to  Captain  Howe  for  freight,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixteen  rupees  ;  they  also  advanced  him  on  account  of  his  owners  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  rupees. 

120.  And  considerable  sums  of  money  must  have  been  paid  according 
to  the  custom  of  India,  to  the  freighters  of  the  Winchelsea,  or  to  Captain  Howe 
on  their  account,  by  several  persons  who  freighted  goods  on  the  said  ship 
under  them. 

121.  The  observations  which  naturally  occur  to  us,  from  the  beforegoing 
statement,  are: 

122.  That  the   Winchelsea's  detention  beyond  the   llth  February   1764, 
was  not  warranted  by  our  first  orders,  and  the  second  orders  to  take  them 
in  the  most  extensive  sense,  could  admit  of  her  detention  no  longer  at  the 
utmost  than  to  the  llth  February  1765  though  the  President  and  Council  at 
Fort  William  took  upon  them,  as  before  observed,  to  prolong  the  freighters' 
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term  to  the  llth  February  1766:  this  we  look  upon  as  a  wilful  misconstruction 
of  our  orders. 

123.  The  step  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Bombay  took  to  prolong 
the  freighters'   time  form  30th   January    1765   to   30th   April  following   was 
highly  imprudent  and  injurious  ;  as  they  could  not  but  well  know  if  the  ship 
was  at  that  time  to  be  delivered  up,  she  must  have  lain  a  long  time  upon 
demorage  at  the  Company's  expence  before  she  could  have  been  dispatched 
for  Europe. 

124.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  loss  of  the  Winchelsea,  she 
would  have  continued  in  the  hands  of  the  freighters  from  the  1st  of  April  1763 
to  the  llth  February  1766,  that  is  to  say,  about  thirty  four  months,  which  at 
five  hundred  pounds  a  month,  amounts  to  seventeen  thousand  pounds,  whereas 
the  Company  must  have  paid  the  owners  for  that  period,  twenty  thousand 
five  hundred  and  seventy  pounds,  the  difference  being,  three  thousand  five 
hundred   and   seventy   pounds,   would  have   been   an   apparent   loss    to    the 
Company.    And  as  the  President  and  Council  well  knew  the  said  five  hundred 
pounds  a  month  was  inadequate  to  the  demorage,  it  is  very  surprizing  they 
could  so  readily  admit  of  the  absurd  reasons  urged  in  the  freighters5  proposals 
entered  on  Consultation  23rd  March  1763  to  induce  them  to  come  into  such 
a  disadvantageous  agreement  with  respect  to  the  Company. 

125.  Notwithstanding  the  Company  was  not  to  receive  any  part  of  the 
freight  until  the  ship  was  discharged  by  the  freighters,  Captain  Howe  received 
on  their  account  even  of  the  Company,  for  freight  of  bales  carried  from 
Fort  St.  George  to  Bombay,  as  before  observed,  rupees  8316  and  he  also  was 
paid  by  the  President  and  Council  at  the  last  named  place,  five  thousand 
rupees  for  the  use  of  his  ship ;  these  two  sums  are  now  a  dead  loss  to  the 
Company,  whereas  the  first  sum  in  particular  instead  of  being  paid  to  the 
freighters  ought  in  all  reason  to  have  been  carried  to  account  only ;  and  here 
we  must  observe  that  according  to  the  general  custom  of  India,  the  freighters 
ought  to  have  paid  the  Company  freights  before  the  ship  proceeded  on  her 
respective  voyage  but  which  was  totally  disregarded  in  making  the  contract. 

126.  The  freighters  and  Captain  Howe  have  had  the  advantage  of  the 
voyage  from  Bengal  to  Bombay  and  back,  and  been  paid  considerable  sums 
by  the  black  merchants  and  others  before  the  ship's  departure  from  Bengal, 
on  the  voyage  she  was  unfortunately  lost  in,  for  goods  freighted  by  them  for 
Surat ;  upon  the  whole,  it  is  apparent  the  Captain  and  freighters  have  been 
greatly  benefited,   though  the   Company   have   actually   been    sufferers    and 
would  have  been  still  more  so,  if  the  ship  had  continued  in  the  freighters' 
hands  to  the  expiration  of  the  contract. 

^  127.  To  what  we  have  said,  must  be  added,  that  the  detention  of  the 
Winchelsea  beyond  her  charterparty  time  will  probably  be  productive  of  many 
litigations  at  law,  in  which  the  Company  may  be  involved  in  many  difficulties 
if  not  be  great  sufferers,  not  to  mention  the  losses  of  the  owners'  insurers  and 
all  other  persons  who  had  any  connections  with  this  ship. 

128.  That  the  intended  long  detention  of  the  Winchelsea  would  have 
rendered  her  very  unfit  and  in  too  dangerous  a  condition  to  be  trusted  with 
a  valuable  cargo  on  our  account  for  Europe,  but  this  was  not  at  all  attended 
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to  by  our  President  and  Council,  tho?  so  material  a  circumstance,  and  well 

^ 

deserving  their  consideration. 

129.  It  appears  upon  our  examination  of  Captain  Howe,  that  upon  the  loss 
of  his  ship,  lie  forthwith  proceeded  for  and  got  to  Calcutta  with  the  pilot  the 
25th  March  and  acquainted  the  Governour  and  Council  in  writing  with  the 
misfortune,  and  had  their  orders  to  take  his  passage  on  the  Pigot  for  England  ; 
notwithstanding  he  continued  there  two  days,  the  President  and  Council  did 
not  send  any  information  whatever  to  us  on  this  occasion,  nor  did  President 
Vansittart,  though  his  letter  to  the  Court  was  dated  the  said  25th  March,  this 
was  a  great  omission,  and  considering  the  importance  of  the  subject,  highly 
culpable  ;  and  wre  are  further  to  add,  that  the  suffering  Capt.  Howe  and  his 
chief  and  third  mates  to  leave  Calcutta  before  a  thorough  examination  was 
made  into  the  loss  of  the  ship,  was  extremely  irregular. 

130.  Whenever  any  Europe  ships  are  let  to  freight  in  India,  you  must 
cause  a  copy  of  the  agreement  with  the  freighters  to  be  entered  upon  Consulta- 
tion,   which    you    have    omitted    in    the    instances    of    the    Go  dolphin    and 
Winchelsea. 

131.  We  have  been  thus  particular  upon  the  several  transactions  with 
respect  to  the  Winchelsea,  not  only  to  point  out  the  irregularities  and  inatten- 
tions to  the  Company's  interest  in  the  course  thereof,  but  with  a  view  to  lay 
them  open  for  the  particular  information  of  all  future  Presidents  and  Councils, 
that  they  may  in  all  instances  of  employing  our  ships  in  India  pursue  such 
measures  as  shall  be  conducive  to  the  real  interest  of  the  Company. 

132.  Since  writing  the  former  part  of  this  letter  the  ship  Albion  has  been 
unfortunately  lost  in  her  way  to  the  Downes  ;  nothing  of  consequence  could 
be  saved  except  forty  six  of  the  forty  seven  chests  of  the  Company's  treasure 
on  board  and  several  parcels  of  silver  belonging  to  private  persons. 

133.  Of  the  said  forty  six  chests  of  treasure,  twenty  chests  were  put  on 
board  the  Ankerwyke  and  thirteen  on  each  of  the  ships  Thames  and  Grosuenor, 
which  wrere,  as  before,  consigned  to  China. 

134.  We   have   ordered   these   ships   the   Spekey  Grenville,  Pacifick   and 
Ponsborne  to  call  first  at  Fort  St.  George  principally  with  a  view  of  giving 
that   Presidency   an   opportunity   of   landing   such   of   the   recruits    as   their 
exigencies  may  require  ;  but  whether  they  do  so  or  not,  the  ships  are  ordered 
to  be  forwarded  to  you  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

135.  We  send  only  about  a  tenth  part  of  the  tent  cloth  you  have  indented 
for ;  this  is  the  first  time  you  have  desired  it,  and  we  can  not  suppose  but 
country  cloth  may  be  made  to  answer  the  same  purposes. 

136.  Thirty  barrels  of  gunpowder  bought  of  a  new  merchant  Is  sent  on 

the  ship  [ ] ;  you  are  therefore  to  give  us  an  account  of  the  quality,  and 

whether  it  proves  as  good  as  that  we  have  hitherto  sent. 

137.  The  friends  of  Captain  Thomas  Fenwicke  having  applied  to  us  for 
leave  for  his  coming  to  England  to  see  his  family,  and  afterwards  to  return  to 
Bengal  again,  we  have  consented  thereto,  and  you  are  to  permit  him  to  come 
to  England  accordingly  upon  furlow. 

138.  The  friends  of  the  late  Mr.  Gideon  Ferrand,  a  writer  on  your  estab- 
lishment having  represented  to  us?  that  upon  his  death  in  October   1761, 
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Mr.  Joseph  Pouchon  administered  to  his  estate,  but  has  not  to  this  time 
accounted  for  the  produce  thereof  to  the  legal  representative  here,  it  is  there- 
fore recommended  to  you  to  call  upon  him  for,  and  acquaint  us  with  the 
reasons  for  such  his  delay. 

139.  You  were  informed  in  our  letter  of  the  23rd  December  1761,  that 
the  gunpowder  barrels  would  in  future  be  hooped  with  copper  and  that  the 
hoops  were  to  be  sold  as  merchandize ;  this  measure  is  still  continued,  you 
must  therefore  direct  the  copper  hoops  on  the  powder  barrels  to  be  a  separate 
head  in  the  Storekeeper's  books,  and  whenever  any  Europe  gunpowder  is  sold, 
the  hoops  to  be  charged  in  an  additional  article,  according  to  the  price  of 
copper  ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  hope,  you  will  not  be  under  the  necessity  of 
disposing  of  any  of  the  Europe  powder  to  any  one  whatever,  as  it  is  very 
Inconvenient  to  us  to  send  it  abroad  in  such  large  quantities  as  our  several 
settlements  require. 

140.  As  we  find  your  indents  very  incorrect  in  several  instances,  we  direct 
that  in  future  when  the  indents  are  drawn  out,  you  do  observe  to  have  the 
account  of  remains  laid  before  you,  from  whence  you  will  be  enabled  to  judge 
what  quantity  of  each  article,  you  may  have  occasion  for,  and  the  several 
articles  must  stand  in  the  indents  in  the  very  same  order  they  do  in  the 
account  of  remains. 

141.  A  provet  Is  sent  for  proving  the  powder  made  at  your  Presidency, 
the  quantity  of  powder  to  be  proved  therein  at  one  time  is  two  drachms 
avoirdupoise,  which  must  be  weighed  with  great  exactness,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose a  small  pair  of  scales  with  weights  are  sent.    Two  bottles  of  proved 
gunpowder  are  likewise  sent,  in  order  to  determine  the  standard  of  the  powder 
made  with  you,  and  if  this  last  raises  the  provet  to  the  same  height  as  the 
samples  of  powder  beforementioned,  it  may  then  be  pronounced  to  be  of 
sufficient  strength. 

142.  To  what  we  have  mentioned   in   the    17th   paragraph  relating   to 
the  loss  of  the  Winchelsea  and  the  neglect  of  having  annual  surveys  of  the 
River  made,  we  add,  that  the  utmost  attention  be  paid  to  the  orders  and 
regulations  laid  down  in  our  General  Letters  of  the  2nd  February  1737/8  and 
the  3rd  March  1758  for  the  conduct  and  management  in  marine  affairs  and 
as  we  observe  It  is  mentioned  in  your  minutes  of  Consultations,  that   the 
book  of  standing  orders  lays  always  before  you,  frequent  recourse  must  be 
had  thereto,  especially  with  respect  to  the  safety  of  the  navigation  in  your 
River,  on  which  the  Company's  interest,  as  also  that  of  the  individuals  so 
much  depends. 

143.  Since  the  peace,  the  slaving  trade  to  the  coast  of  Africa  having 
greatly  increased,  in  course  the  demand  for  goods  proper  for  that  market  is 
very  large,  and  as  we  are  desirous  of  contributing  as  far  as  lays  in  our  power 
to  the  encouragement  of  a  trade  on  which  the  well  being  of  the  British  planta- 
tions in  the  West  Indies  so  much  depends  and  considering  the  same  therefore 
in  a  national  view,  we  have  made  some  additions  and  amendments  to  the  list 
of  goods  to  be  provided  at  your  Presidency  in  assistance  to  the  said  trade  all 
which  are  comprised  in  the  orders  for  the  investment  now  sent  you,  and  we 
expect  and  positively  direct,  that  you  conform  as  nearly  as  you  possibly  can  to 
the  whole  list  but  particularly  with  respect  to  the  articles  for  the  African  trade 
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144.  Although  we  have  given  repeated  orders  for  youi  sending  accounts 
of  the  increase  or  decrease  of  the  several  articles  ordered  in  our  lists  of  invest- 
ments and  the  reasons  for  the  same,  we  have  only  received  by  the  ship  Pigot 
such  accounts  for  the  Calcutta  and  Dacca  goods  which  indeed  are  drawn  out 
in  a  manner  agreeable  to  our  orders  :  we  therefore  positively  direct  that  the 
investments  made  not  only  at  the  Presidency  but  at  every  subordinate  settle- 
ment be  drawn  out  upon  the  same  plan  and  transmitted  to  us  annually  in 
duplicate  at  least,  and  we  further  direct  that  the  said  accounts  be  carefully 
inspected  and  examined  into,  by  and  at  your  Board  and  then  signed  by  the 
President  and  all  the  members  present. 

145.  The  animadversions  made  in   the  course  of  this  letter  upon  the 
several  transactions  at  your  settlement  are  addressed  as  usual  to  the  President 
and  Council ;  howrever  they  are  not  to  be  understood  to  affect  any  persons 
who  were  not  members  at  the  time  of  such  transactions,  any  otherwise  than 
as  cautions  and  directions  for  their  conducting  the  Company's  affairs  in  future. 

We  are, 

Your  Loving  Friends, 
Thos.  Rous  /  Hy.  Crabb  Boulton  /  Cha. 
Cutts  /  Geo.  Dudley  /  Hen.  Hadley  / 
Fredk.  Pigou  /  Christr.  Baron  /  J.  Pur- 
ling /  G.  Rooke  /  Robt.  Burrow  /  Peter 
DuCane  Junr.  /  Charles  Chambers  / 

London,  William  Snell   /  Wm.  Webber   /  John 

15th  February  1765.  Roberts    /    George     Cuming    /    John 

[Per  Speke]  Harrison. 


12 

LETTER  DATED  26  APRIL  1765 

Apprehend  progress  by  Indians  in  the  art  of  war — condemn  conduct  of 
Company's  servants  in  Bengal — clarify  the  position  regarding  inland  trade  in 
salty  betel-nut  and  tobacco — criticise  reported  agreement  with  Mir  Jafar 
regarding  donation  money  without  their  consent  and  order  rendering  of  full 
accounts. 

OUR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  bearing  date  the  15th  February  last,  was  sent 
by  the  ships,  Speke,  Grenville,  Padfick  and  Ponsborne ;  for  the  times  of  those 
ships'  departure,  as  well  as  of  the  ships  Royal  Charlotte,  Clive,  Trus  Briton, 
Fox  and  Hardwicke  since  dispatched,  you  are  referred  to  the  list  enclosed  in 
this  packet. 

2.  You  will  receive  this  by  the  Falmouth,   Captain   George  Hepburn, 
taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  three  hundred  recruits  to  your  Presidency, 
as  we  have  particularly  noticed  in  our  abovementioned  letter.    How  far  we  may 
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be  able  to  compleat  that  number  will  appear  by  the  list  enclosed  herewith,  as 
will  the  officers  who  proceed  with  them. 

3.  Our  main  design  in  employing  the  Falmouth  being  to  convey  the  said 
recruits  to  your  Presidency,  there  are  but  few  consignments  in  her  for  the 
Company's  account,  for  the  particulars  whereof  you  are  referred  to  the  invoice 
and  bill  of  lading. 

4.  Having  in  our  said  letter  of  the  15th  February  last  given  you  very 
particular  directions  with  respect  to  this  ship,  we  have  nothing  further  to  add 
thereto  than  that  you  will  receive  in  the  packet  her  charterparty,  copy  of 
Captain  Hepburn's  instructions,  copy  of  the  amount  of  freight  and  demorage, 
together  with  all  other  necessary  articles  and  papers. 

5.  The  gentlemen  appointed   to   be   the   Secret   Committee   during   the 
present  direction  are  Henry  Crabb  Boulton  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the  Court, 
George  Dudley  Esquire,  Deputy,  together  with  Charles  Cutts,  Robert  Jones, 
Thomas  Rous  and  Henry  Savage,  Esquires.    The  power  of  this  Committee  is  to 
take  such  precautions  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for   the  safety  of  the 
Company's  outward  and  homeward  bound  shipping.    The  orders  therefore, 
that  they,  or  any  three  of  them  shall  give  for  this  purpose,  are  to  be  obeyed 
by  the  President  and  any  other  person  or  persons  to  whom  they  are  directed. 

6.  A  brass  three  pounder  field  piece  with  a  carriage  of  a  new  construction 
is  now  sent  you  by  way  of  trial.    You  are  to  report  to  us  whether  it  proves 
of  superior  utility  to  those  you  have  now  in  use  of  the  same  nature,  and  if 
these  last  can  be  mounted  on  such  new   invented   carriages.    It   is   to   be 
observed  that  the  said  new  three  pounder  gun  is  lighter  than  usual  and  there- 
fore twelve  ounces  of  powder  is  the  charge  for  service.    You  must  also  inform 
us  ?f  you  think  it  will  answer  to  mount  six  and  twelve  pounder  field  pieces  on 
the  same  sort  of  carriages. 

7.  As  the  provet  for  proving  gunpowder  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the 
15th  February  last  could  not  be  sent  by  the  Ponsborne,  as  was  intended,  it  is 
now  forwarded  to  you  on  the  Falmouth. 

8.  If  the  supra  cargoes  of  the  Royal  Charlotte  shall  be  under  the  necessity 
of  taking  up  money  at  Mocha  on  our  account,  to  assist  them  in  purchasing 
the  coffee  cargo  for  that  ship  and  shall  draw  bills  upon  you  for  that  purpose, 
you  are  duly  to  honour  them. 

9.  It  is  reported  that  the  French  Company  have  been  fitting  out  at  port 
L'Orient  seven  ships  for  the  East  Indies  and  China,  and  likewise  a  frigate  of 
war,  some  of  wilich  are  said  to  be  already  sailed.    You  must  therefore  in  addi- 
tion to  the  intelligence  directed  to  be  sent  in  our  letter  of  the  15th  February  last, 
transmit  us  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of  French  ships,  their  force  and 
cargoes,  which  shall  arrive  at  and  depart  from  every  port  in  India,  that  may 
come  within  your  knowledge. 

10.  On  the  23rd  March,  the  Duke  of  Albany  arrived  in  the  Downes  from 
the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George.    By  her  we  received  your  General  Letter 
of  the  27th  September  1764  upon  the  contents  whereof,  we  have  only  time  to 
make  some  general  observations  by  this  conveyance. 

11.  We  cannot  avoid  remarking  that  in  the  destination  of  our  shipping 
you  seem,  to  have  overrated  the  number  to  be  sent  home  from  the  Bombay 
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side,  and  at  the  same  time,  it  is  matter  of  concern  to  see  only  three  ships 

were  intended  to  be  loaden  home  from  vour  Presidency,  where  we  think  one 

**  •* ' 

or  two  more  might  have  been  provided  with  cargoes,  especially  when  so  large 
an  investment  of  saltpetre  was  expected. 

12.  With  particular  satisfaction  we  see  so  proper  an  attention  was  paid 
to  that  important  branch  of  our  affairs  the  China  trade,  by  setting  apart 
ten  lacks  of  rupees  out  of  our  revenues  to  be  sent  thither,  on  a  ship  or  ships  to 
proceed   by   the   Pitt's   Passage,   which   you   judged   might   reach   Canton   in 
February  ;  and  although  this  supply  might  not  arrive  there  in  time  to  be  of 
any  service  that  season,  yet  your  sending  the  Plassey  schooner  to  give  early 
advice  thereof,  was  a  well  judged  measure  for  the  support  of  the  Company's 
credit. 

13.  As  we  must  expect  our  several  Presidencies  will  annually  give  their 
utmost  assistance  to  the  China  trade,  we  shall  accordingly  depend  upon  a 
continuance  of  your  care  and  attention  to  this  great  object. 

14.  Your  saltpetre  investment  we  observe  with  pleasure  was  likely  to  turn 
out  very  well,  and  that  you  had  therefore  determined  to  supply  Fort  St.  George 
with  ten  thousand  and  Bombay  with  thirty  thousand  maunds.    These  large 
supplies  wre  hope  will  have  considerably  promoted  the  dispatch  of  the  ships 
intended  to  be  loaden  home  from  those  Presidencies. 

15.  In  your  narrative  of  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  we  observe  our 
army  under  Major  Carnac  was  in  a  very  critical  situation  when  It  was  attacked 
by  Shujah  Dowla's  numerous  forces,  and  with  singular  pleasure  we  learn  that 
our  troops  gave  the  enemy  so  brave  a  repulse,  that  they  soon  after  retreated 
into  the  Budgpore  country.    Although  you  apprehend  the  motive  of  Shuja 
Dowla's  retreat  thither  was  to  secure  a  communication  with  his  own  dominions 
during  the  rains,  after  which  you  expected  his  return,  yet  we  hope  the  great 
preparations  you  were  making  to  oppose  him,  will  have  made  him  change 
such  an  Intention.    Major  Munro1  upon  coming  to  Bengal,  we  observe,  took 
the  command  of  the  army  and  was  preparing  to  take  the  field  as  soon  as  the 
season  would  permit,  intending  if  no  treaty  was  concluded  with  Shujah  Dowlah, 
to  act  offensively  and  bring  him  to  an  action  as  soon  as  possible.    From  the 
short  accounts  we  have  of  those  operations,  we  incline   to   approve   Major 
Carnac's  conduct  in  acting  on  the  defensive,  the  small  number  of  European 
troops,  the  mutinous  disposition  of  the  seapoys,  and  the  little  reliance  to  be 
had  on  them  or  the  Nabob's  horse,  were  circumstances  of  so  alarming  a 
nature,  that  we  do  not  wonder  the  Major  should  have  declined  putting  the 
whole  on  the  issue  of  a  battle  against  an  enemy,  that  appears  far  more  formid- 
able than  any  country  power  we  have  ever  been  engaged  against,  and  indeed 
we  think  the  fate  of  the  provinces  should  never  be  exposed  to  the  issue  of  a 
battle   without   the   most   absolute   necessity.    We   hope    therefore   that    the 
plan  adopted  by  Major  Monro  will  have!  been  pursued  with  the  utmost  precau- 
tion and  attention  to  ah1  circumstances,  and  as  we  place  the  greatest  confidence 
in  Lord  dive's  abilities  and  zeal  for  the  Company's  service,  we  hope  that  long 
before  this  he  has  put  a  happy  conclusion  to  these  troubles. 

16.  With  great  concern   we  learn   that  your   seapoys   sensible   of  their 
own  strength  and  numbers,  had  mutinied  several  times,  and  proceeded  to  very 
extraordinary  lengths  but  we  hope  the  spirit  exerted  by  Major  Monro  in  the 
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last  instance  and  Ms  making  proper  examples  of  the  ring  leaders  will  have 
effectually  put  a  stop  to  such  disorders. 

17.  And  it  is  with  equal  concern  we  observe  you  had  resolved  to  raise 
two  thousand  country  horse  at  Patna  in  order  to  prevent  such  distresses  as 
our  army  had  lately  experienced  from  being  exposed  to  the  numerous  cavalry 
of  the  enemy.    As"  you  represent  this  measure  was  absolutely  necessary,  we 
hope  it  will  have  answered  your  intentions,  especially  as  this  corps  was  to  be- 
under  the  conduct  of  European  officers.    The  progress  that  the  natives  make 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war,  both  in  Bengal  and  on  the  Coast  of 
Choromandel  is'become  a  very  alarming  circumstance,  and  we  are  not  without 
our  apprehensions  of  the  consequences  of  your  teaching  them  our  cavalry 
exercise.    We  hope  therefore  you  will  have  only  made  it  a  temporary  expedient,, 
and  either  disband  these  troops,  or  (if  they  are  to  remain  in  the  Nabob's 
service)  recall  the  officers  from  the  command  as  soon  as  the  war  with  Shujah 
Dowla  is  at  an  end,  or  use  such  precautions  as  may  best  prevent  the  dangers 
we  think  likely  to  result  from  such  an  innovation,  and  we  here  think  it  proper 
to  caution  you  against  letting  any  European  officers  or  soldiers  enter  into  the 
service  of  the  country  government,  and  that  you  discourage  as  far  as  in  your 
power  all  military  improvements  among  them. 

18.  This  additional  charge  being  chiefly  occasioned  by  the  uselcssness  of 
the  Nabob's  horse,  and  as  you  hereby  took  the  entire  defence  of  the  provinces 
upon  the  Company,  and  relieved  him  from  the  greatest  part  of  his  military 
expence,  you  did  very  right  in  procuring  assignments  from  him  to  support 
this  increase  of  expence. 

19.  As  the  province  of  Bahar  is  the  frontier  from  which  you  are  most 
exposed  to  invasions,  we  would  recommend  it  to  your  mature  consideration 
whether  it  would  not  be  a  right  measure  to  propose  to  the  Nabob  to  erect  a 
fortification  to  the  northwest  of  Patna  in  such  a  situation  as  to  check  the 
Boujepore  rajahs  and  large  enough  to  admit  a  garrison  capable  of  repelling 
any  sudden  invasion,  until  the  army  could  inarch  to  their  support.    It  appears 
to  us  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  accounts  that  we  have  received  from  you 
of  your  military  operations,  that  such  a  measure  would  contribute  greatly  to 
the  preservation  of  the  provinces.    If  you  should  think  it  prudent  to  make 
such  a  proposition  to  the  Nabob  and  he  approves  thereof,  it  must  be  upon 
no  other  terms  than  to  be  erected  at  his  charge,  and  garrisoned  by  our  troops 
only,  which  would  further  answer  the  end  of  securing  his  dependency,  and 
would  also  be  a  means  of  preserving  our  Europeans,  by  having  a  considerable 
number  of  them  quartered  in  a  climate  so  far  superior  to  that  of  Calcutta 
in  the  healthiness  of  its  situation, 

i 

20.  We  are  extremely  anxious  for  the  arrival  of  Lord  Clive  and  the 
gentlemen  who  accompanied  him ;  as  they  have  been  so  lately  in  England, 
they  are  the  best  judges  of  the  opinion  the  Company  and  the  nation  entertain 
of  the  conduct  of  the  English  in  Bengal  for  these  last  four  years,  which  we 
are  sorry  to  say,  is  in  general,  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  violating  treaties,  of 
great  oppression,  and  a  combination  to  enrich  themselves. 

21.  We  do  not  here  mean  to  enter  into  a  discussion  respecting  the  political 
conduct  of  our  late  Governour  and  Council,  but  must  say,  that  an  unbounded 
thirst  after  riches  seems  to  have  possessed  the  whole  body  of  our  servants  to 
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that  degree  that  they  have  lost  all  sight  of  justice  to  the  country  government, 
and  of  their  duty  to  the  Company. 

22.  In  reading  the  opinions  of  the  several  members  of  the  late  Council 
respecting  this  illegal  trade,  by  which  we  mean  the  articles  of  salt,  beetle  nut, 
and  tobacco,  we  are  astonished  to  find  those  among  them  who  pretended  to 
found  their  right  on  the  phirmaunds.2 

23.  Treaties  of  commerce  are  understood  to  be  for  the  mutual  benefit 
of  the  contracting  parties ;  is  it  then  possible  to  suppose  that  the  Court  of 
Delhi,  by  conferring  the  privilege  of  trading  free  of  customs,  could  mean  an 
inland  trade  in  the  commodities  of  their  own  country,  at  that  period  unpractis- 
ed and  unthought  of  by  the  English,  to  the  detriment  of  their  revenues,  and 
the  ruin  of  their  own  merchants?    We  do  not  find  such  a  construction  was 
ever  heard  of  until  our  own  servants  first  invented  it,  and  afterwards  supported 
it  by  violence:  neither  could  it  be  claimed  by  the  subsequent  treaties  with 
Meer  Jaffier,  or  Cossim  Ally  which  were  never  understood  to  give  one  addi- 
tional privilege  of  trade  beyond  what  the  phirmaunds  expressed.    In  short, 
the  specious  arguments  used  by  those  who  pretended  to  set  up  a  right  to 
it,   convince  us   that  they  did   not  want  judgment  by   virtue   to   withstand 
the   temptation   of   suddenly   amassing   a   great   fortune,    although   acquired 
by  means  incompatible  with  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  their  duty  to  the 
Company. 

24.  Equally  blameable  were  they,  who  acknowledging  they  had  no  right 
to  it,  and  sensible  of  the  ill  consequences  resulting  from  assuming  it,  have 
nevertheless  carried  on  this  trade  and  used  the  authority  of  the  Company  to 
obtain  by  a  treaty  exacted  by  violence,  a  sanction  for  a  trade  to  enrich  them- 
selves without  the  least  regard  or  advantage  to  the  Company  whose  forces  they 
employed  to  protect  them  in  it. 

25.  Had  this  short  question  been  put,  which  their  duty  ought  first  to  have 
suggested,   is   it  for  the  interest   of  our   employers?,  they   would   not  have 
hesitated  one  moment  about  it ;  but  this  criterion  seems  never  once  to  have 
occurred. 

26.  All  barriers  being  thus  broken  down  between  the  English  and  the 
country  government,  and  everything  out  of  its  proper  channel,  we  are  at  a 
loss  how  to  prescribe  means  to  restore  order  from  this  confusion,  and  being 
deprived  of  that  confidence  which  we  hoped  we  might  have  placed  in  those 
servants  who  appear  to  have  been  the  actors  in  those  strange  scenes,  we  can  only 
say,  that  we  rely  on  the  zeal  and  abilities  of  Lord  Clive  and  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Select  Committee  to  remedy  these  evils.  We  hope  they  will  restore  our 
reputation  among  the  country  powers  and  convince  them  of  our  abhorrence 
of  oppression  and  rapaciousness. 

27.  It  is  currently  reported  here  that  letters  are  received  by  the  Duke  of 
Albany  which  make  mention  of  an  agreement  between  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier 
and  our  late  Governour  and  .Council  since  the  treaty3  concluded  with  him  on 

*/ 

the  10th  July  1763,  by  which  it  is  stipulated  that  the  present  Nabob  shall  pay 
over  and  above  the  thirty  lacks  for  the  Company  mentioned  in  that  treaty, 
forty  lacks  by  way  of  restitution  to  make  good  the  losses  of  private  persons, 
besides  twenty  five  lacks  to  the  army,  and  twelve  lacks  to  the  navy,  not  named 
hi  that  treaty,  making  together  the  enormous  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seven 
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lacks  of  rupees  which  is  above  one  million  three  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling. 

28.  It  is  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance  that  there  is  no  mention  made 
in  any  of  the  letters  from  our  late  Governour  and  Council  of  what  sum  was  to 
be  given  by  the  Nabob  to  make  good  the  private  losses,  although  in  then- 
letter  of  the  27th  of  September  1764  they  say  they  have  regulated  the  payment 
of  the  restitution  to  the  merchants,  which  implies  the  being  in  possession  of 
a  fund  for  that  purpose  ;  but  we  must  suppose  if  the  reports  as  to  the  sums 
stipulated  to  be  given  for  this  use,  and  also  by  way  of  donation  to  the  army 
and  navy  are  true,  that  they  purposely  omitted  to  acquaint  us  of  the  particular 
amount  from  an  apprehension  that  we  could  never  approve  of  an  agreement 
with  the  Nabob  of  this  consequence,  and  for  such  excessive  large  sums  of 
money  without  advising  us  thereof,  and  giving  us  very  good  reasons  for  a 
proceeding  which  so  nearly  affects  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  Company. 
Indeed  when  we  consider  the  present  state  of  the  country  involved  for  years 
past  in  continual  wars,  and  drained  of  its  riches  and  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants, 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  suppose  our  own  servants  capable  of  adding  so  greatly 
to  its  miseries,  by  compelling  or  even  persuading  the  Nabob  to  pay  such 
exorbitant  sums  of  money,  and  at  a  time  when  by  all  accounts  he  is  himself 
in  the  greatest  distress.    Be  this  as  it  may,  we  do  expect  and  require  from  you 
a  particular  account  of  every  sum  received  from  the  Nabob  by  way  of  donation, 
or  under  any  other  denomination  by  any  and  each  of  our  servants,  civil  and 
military,  whether  by  agreement  in  writing  or  otherwise,  in  what  manner  it  was 
obtained  and  for  what  services,  and  that  you  immediately  transmit  to  us  copies 
of  all  such  agreements  and  the  particular  account  of  losses  given  in  by  each 
individual  together  with  what  proportion  has  been  already  paid,  and  we  posi- 
tively forbid  any  further  payment  till  you  receive  our  further  orders. 

29.  We  do  require  from  you  and  we  have  a  right  so  to  do,  a  just  and 
precise   account  of  this  whole   extraordinary   transaction ;    the   honour   and 
reputation  of  the  Company  and  even  of  the  nation  are  at  stake,  and  when  these 
particulars  if  true,  come  to  be  known,  they  require  the  fullest  and  most  explicit 
explanation  and  justification ;  we  who  are  at  present  totally  uninformed  from 
any  authentic  accounts,  can  only  express  our  astonishment  to  hear  that  such 
things  have  been,  as  we  cannot  suggest  to  ourselves  upon  what  principles  the 
present  Nabob  could  be  expected,  persuaded  or  required  to  make  good  the 
losses  sustained  by  individuals  in  carrying  on  to  their  great  imputation  and  the 
prejudice  of  the  Company  they  served,  a  most  illicit   and  unwarrantable, 
although  to  them  a  most  lucrative  trade,  in  the  articles  of  salt,  beetle  nut  and 
tobacco  ;  and  we  are  as  much  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how  the  services  rendered 
to  the  new  Nabob  could  deserve  so  exorbitant  a  consideration  to  be  given  to 
those,  who  were  only  doing,  their  duty  in  the  service  of  their  King  and  country, 
and  of  this  Company. 

30.  We  have  heard  such  instances  of  the  want  of  subordination  among 
our  servants,  that  we  shall  never  think  you  are  seriously  inclined  to  introduce 
good  order  among  them,  until  you  have  made  some  examples  of  the  most 
violent  and  refractory  of  them  by  dismissing  them  our   service  upon  just 
complaints  and  sending  them  to  Europe ;  and  we  also  direct  that  as  soon  as 
accommodations  can  be  provided  for  the  junior  servants  in  the  New  Fort, 
that  you  do  no  longer  make  them  an  allowance  of  house  rent,  and  we  further 
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direct  that  it  be  a  standing  order  and  strictly  adhered  to,  that  no  writer  on 
the  establishment  of  Fort  William  be  permitted  to  reside  out  of  the  Fort 
without  the  express  licence  of  the  Governour  and  Council. 

31.  We  have  paid  all  possible  attention  to  your  pressing  requests  for 
recruits  for  the  military,  by  sending  as  many  as  could  be  conveyed  on  the  ships 
bound  to  your  Presidency  and  taking  up  this  ship  the  Fahnouth  solely  for  that 
purpose.    And  you  may  depend  that  we  shall  continue  to  exert  our  utmost 
endeavours  to  supply  you  in  future,  it  being  our  firm  intention  to  keep  up 
your  establishment  as  settled  in  our  letters  of  the  30th  of  December  1763  and 
1st  of  June  1764.    But  as  we  may  be  disappointed  through  the  want  of  room  In 
our  shipping,  and  we  send  this  season  very  large  supplies  to  Fort  St.  George, 
you  must  therefore  upon  any  emergency  apply  for  assistance  to  that  Presidency 
and  Bombay,  whom  we  have  repeatedly  directed  to  give  you  the  utmost  aid 
upon  such  occasions. 

32.  And  as  we  find  it  necessary  to  send  out  proper  officers  to  discipline 
the  recruits  In  the  voyage,  and  have  and  shall  continue  to  send  such  young 
gentlemen  as  may  offer  to  serve  as  cadets,  we  think  you  will  not  be  at  a  loss 
for  officers  to  complete  the  several  battalions  upon  your  establishment. 

33.  By  the  ships  of  this  season  we  have  and  shall  send  you  as  great  a 
number  of  small  arms  as  we  could  get  made,  and  we  shall  pay  a  due  regard 
to  your  representations  upon  this  point  in  future. 

34.  As  during  the  course  of  the  late  war  we  apprehend  that  expences 
may  have  been  incurred  in  your  hospitals  by  His  Majesty's  troops,  we  are  at 
a  loss  for  the  reason  of  our  not  having  received  any  account  thereof.    By  this 
means  when  we  should  state  a  full  and  complete  account  of  all  such  expences 
at  our  several  Presidencies  with  such  authentications  as  might  entitle  us  to  a 
reimbursement  for  the  same,  we  cannot  even  form  a  judgment  whether  we 
have  any  claim  for  expences  in  your  hospitals.    Therefore  (if  such  should  have 
been  incurred),  you  must  not  fail  to  transmit  us  by  the  first  conveyance  a 
distinct  and  regular  account  thereof,  distinguishing  each  respective  regiment, 
and  expressing  what  sums  may  have  been  received  from  the  Paymaster  of  the 
regiments  out  of  the  men's  pay. 

35.  At  the  same  time  you  must  furnish  us  with  accounts  of  all  stores  that 
have  been  supplied  His  Majesty's  troops  and  squadrons  and  if  it  should  now 
be  too  late  for  you  to  get  these  several  expences  or  supplies  of  stores  properly 
certified,  you  will  at  least  take  care  that  the  accounts  you  shall  send  may 
receive  all  the  authenticity  in  your  power,  giving  us  also  every  information 
that  may  found  a  demand  for  reimbursement. 

36.  If  you  shall  be  in  want  of  more  surgeons  to  complete  your  establishment 
than  we  have  already  appointed  to  succeed  on  vacancies  by  our  former  orders, 
you  are  to  take  into  our  service  the  surgeons  mates  of  the  Falmouth,  provided 
they  are  discharged  from  the  ship  and  have  certificates  of  their  good  behaviour 
from  the  captain. 

37.  We   have   taken   into    consideration    the    dispute    between    Captain 
Vincent  and  his  Chief  Mate,  Mr.  White,  and  upon  examination  we  find  that 
affair  to  have  been  in  every  circumstance  nearly  the  same  as  you  have  repre- 
sented to  us,  and  although  Captain  Vincent's  conduct  and  management  at 
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Bencoolen  was  highly  meritorious  and  deserving  the  mark  of  favour  we  have 
conferred  upon  him  for  that  piece  of  service,  yet  in  respect  to  his  unkind  treat- 
ment of  his  said  chief  officer  Mr.  White  and  his  very  indecent  and  disrespectful 
behaviour  to  you,  whose  authority  over  him  and  his  officers  he  seemed  to 
condemn  and  dispute,  we  have  judged  it  expedient  to  give  him  a  very  severe 
reprimand  In  order  to  deter  other  commanders  from  acting  in  so  unbecoming 
a  manner ;  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  we  shall  always  countenance  and 
support  you  in  maintaining  our  authority  and  your  own  dignity  whenever 
matters  of  this  kind  come  under  your  cognizance.  Mr.  White  does  not  complain 
of  any  ill  treatment  during  the  passage  home.  You  did  well  to  warn  Captain 
Vincent  against  it,  and  had  he  disregarded  your  injunctions,  we  should  certainly 
have  resented  it  in  a  proper  manner. 

We  are, 

Your  Loving  Friends, 
Hy.  Crabb  Boulton  /  Geo.  Dudley  / 
Chas.  Cutts  /  Robt.  Jones  /  J.  Purling  / 
Fredk.  Pigou  /  Heny.  Savage  /  E.  H. 
Cruttenden  /  Thos.  Rous  /  Luke  Scraf- 
ton  /  F.  W.  Barrington  /  Jos.  du  Pre  / 
John  Stephenson  /  Thos.  Saunders  / 
Edwd.  Wheler  /  George  Cuming  /  Hen. 

London,  Hadley  /  John  Roberts  /  Charles  Cham- 

26th  April  1765.  bers  /  J.     Pardoe  /  J.     Creswicke  /  John 

^er  Falmouth  and  Harcourt]  Harrison. 
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LETTER  DATED  26  APRIL  1 765 

Express  anxiety  at  the  continued  war  with  Shujaitd-Daulah  and  Mir 
Oasim— -recommend  early  conclusion  of  peace — affirm  support  to  Clive  in  all 
his  proposals. 

RlGHT  Hon'ble  Robert  Lord  Clive. 

My  Lord, 

^  We^  have  with  the  greatest  pleasure  received  the  news  of  Your  Lordship's 

arrival  in  good  health  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  although  your  passage 

„     -.  T        ,         to  tllat  Place  was  n°t  so  expeditious  as  we  could  have  wished, 

Per  Falmouth,  -L  T_         •     i  -i  *  -,  ,      .        , 

Harcourt.  we  ^°Pe  ^  winds  proved  more  favourable  in  the  latter 

part  of  your  voyage  and  that  this  letter  will  find  Your 
Lordship  in  health  and  safety  at  Fort  Wifiiam. 

Our  advices  from  Bengal  in  a  Separate  Letter  of  the  27th  September  last 
make  us  anxious  for  the  issue  of  the  war  against-  Shuja  Dowla  and  Cossim 
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Aly  Cawn.  We  hope  the  expectation  of  Your  Lordship's  arrival  will  have  had 
a  happy  influence  on  our  affairs  by  hastening  the  conclusion  o£  that  expensive 
war  and  leaving  you  at  full  leisure  to  attend  to  the  establishment  of  a  firm  and 
lasting  peace,  to  the  regulation  of  the  trade  In  salt,  beetle  nut,  tobacco  and 
other  articles,  that  it  may  be  adjusted  on  such  a  plan  to  the  satisfaction  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Nabob  as  may  redound  to  the  honour  of  the 
Company  and  effectually  prevent  the  confusion  and  oppression  that  have 
sprung  from  the  abuses  practised  in  it  of  late  years,  to  the  reduction  of  our 
enormous  military  expences,  to  the  establishment  of  good  order  among  our 
civil  servants,  discipline  in  our  army,  and  harmony  in  the  settlement.  These 
my  Lord  are  our  sanguine  expectations  founded  on  the  experience  of  your 
great  abilities  and  zeal  for  the  Company's  service  in  which  we  have  the  fullest 
confidence  and  we  must  beg  leave  to  add  our  opinion  that  success  in  these 
great  points  will  redound  as  much  to  Your  Lordship's  reputation  as  any  of  the 
great  actions  by  which  you  have  already  been  distinguished. 

Your  Lordship  may  be  assured  of  our  firm  support  in  everything,  that  can 
be  suggested  or  proposed  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Company  and  your  own 
honour. 

We  are,  mv  Lord, 

*• 

Your  Lordship's  Loving  Friends, 
Hy.  Crabb  Boulton  /  Geo.  Dudley  / 
Chas.  Cutts  /  Rob.  Jones  /  J.  Purling  / 
Fredk.  Pigou  /  Heny.  Savage  /  E.  H. 
Cruttenden  /  Thos.  Rous  /  Luke  Scraf- 
ton  /  F.  W.  Harrington  /  Jos.  du  Pre  / 
John  Stephenson  /  Thos.  Saunders  / 
Edwd.  Wheler  /  George  Cuming  /  Hen. 

London,  Hadley  /  John  Roberts  /  Charles  Cham- 

26th  April,  1765.  hers  /  J.   Par  doe  /  J.   Creswicke  /  John 

[Per  Falmouth  and  Harcourt]  Harrison. 
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Composition  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Court  of  Directors  —  fortifica- 
tions at  St.  Helena  —  clandestine  trade  carried  on  by  commanders  and  officers 
of  the  Company's  ships  —  enjoin  strict  care  in  obtaining  information  of  all 
private  trade. 


President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 


1.  The  last  letter  we  sent  you  was  under  date  of  the  26th  April  last, 
and  was  dispatched  by  the  Falmouth,  consigned  directly  to  you,  and  the 
Harcourt  carried  duplicate  by  way  of  Bombay,  and  by  the  Britannia  you  will 
receive  the  triplicate  of  that  letter, 
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2.  We  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that  since  the  date  of  our 
said  letter,  the  following  named  ships  have  safely  arrived  from  our  several 
settlements  in  India  and  from  China  vizt.,  the  Anson  from  Bombay,  and 
Boscawen  from  Bengal  on  the  20th  of  May,  the  Lord  dive  from  China  and  the 
Devonshire  from  Bengal  on  the  12th  and  14th  of  June,  the  Pocock,  Latham, 
Northumberland  and  Norfolk  from  China,  also  the  Lord  Mansfield  from 
Bombay  between  the  1st  and  9th  of  July,  the  Lord  Holland  and  British  King 
both  from  China,  the  first  put  in  at  Kinsale  in  Ireland  on  the  30th  of  July, 
and  the  other  at  Lisbon  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  from  whence  they  did 
not  arrive  in  the  Downes  until  vizt.,  the  Lord  Holland  the  27th  August  and  the 
British  King  on  the  29th  September,  the  Worcester  from  China  came  directly 
to  the  Downes  the  6th  of  August,  the  Vansittart  from  Bengal  reached  Falmouth 
the  29th  of  August,  the  Pitt  from  China  and  Bencoolen  arrived  in  the  Downes 
the  6th  of  October,  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  from  China  imported  at  Plymouth  the 
same  day,  also  the  Valentine  from  that  place  in  the  Downes  the  llth  October, 
the  Caernarvon  from  Bengal  and  Fort  St.  George  at  Spithead  the  same  day, 
the  London  from  Bombay  and  Tellicherry  in  the  Downes  the  26th  of  the  same 
month,  and  the  Calcutta  from  Bombay  at  the  same  place  the  6th  November. 

3.  Besides  the  said  ships  belonging  to  the  Company,  the  following  King's 
ships  have  arrived  from  the  East  Indies  vizt.,  the  Weymouth  at  Kinsale  on  the 
10th  June,  the  Panther  the  12th  of  the  same  month  at  Spithead,  the  Medway 
at  Spithead  the  27th  of  July  and  the  York  at  Plymouth  on  the  9th  of  August. 

4.  For  any  further  particulars  with  respect  to  the  arrival  and  departure 
of  shipping  you  are  referred  to  the  accompanying  lists  which  are  sent  in  the 
usual  manner. 

5.  The  several  letters  from  your  Presidency  in  the  course  of  this  season 
came  to  hand  by  the  undermentioned  conveyances  vizt.,  duplicate  Separate 
General  Letter  dated  the  6th  November  1764,  General  Letter  and  Separate  Letter 
both  dated  the  26th  of  that  month,  General  Letter  dated  the  3rd  December  and 
from  President  Vansittart  of  the  26th  November  1764,  received  per  Devonshire 
the  15th  June  1765.    Separate  General  Letter  of  the  3rd  January   1765,  and 
General  and  Separate  Letter  of  the  6th  February  following,  also  from  Presi- 
dent  Spencer   of   the   said   6th    February,   received   per    Vansittart   the    9th 
September  1765. 

6.  We  now  proceed  to  give  you  such  general  informations  and  directions 
as  are  necessary  for  your  immediate  notice  and  conduct  and  shall  communicate 
our  further  sentiments  upon  the  affairs  of  your  Presidency  by  the  following 

conveyances. 

j  ' 

7.  The  gentlemen  who  compose  the  Secret  Committee  for  the  present 
direction  are,  Henry  Crabb  Boulton  Esqr.  Chairman  of  the  Court,  George 
Dudley  Esqr.  Deputy,  Charles  Cutts,  Robert  Jones,  Thomas  Rous  and  Henry 
Savage  Esqrs.    Their  power  is  to  take  the  necessary  precautions  for  the  safety 
of  our  outward  and  homeward  bound  ships,  the  orders  therefore  they  or  any 
three  of  them  shall  give  for  this  purpose  are  to  be  obeyed  by  any  person  or 
persons  to  whom  they  are  directed. 

8.  We  have  taken  up  the  undernamed  22  ships  this  season  for  the  several 
parts  of  India  and  China,  each  of  them  being  let  for  499  tons  with  men  and 
guns  answerable ;  they  are  twenty  shillings  a  ton  freight  lower  than  the  ships 
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of  last  season,  and  demorage  in  proportion  ;  with  respect  to  all  other  terms 
and  conditions,  they  are  the  same  as  the  preceding  year,  but  for  a  more 
explicit  information  you  are  referred  to  their  charterparties  ;  the  said  ships, 
their  commanders,  consignments  and  the  times  proposed  for  their  dispatch  are 

as  follows  vizt.3 


Ships 

Plassey 

Prince   of   Wales 

Earl  of 

Ashburnham 
Neptune 
Glatton 


Lioness 

Hampshire 

Duke  of  Kingston 

Britannia 

Deptford 
Duke  of 

Cumberland 
Havannah 
Hawke 
Cruttenden 

Lord  Camden 
Pigot 


Speaker 


Nottingham 
Duke  of  Albany 
Anson 


Devonshire 
Osterley 


Commanders  Consignments 

William  Peters      }    St.  Helena  and 
Jonathan  Court    j         China 


Proposed    times 
of  dispatch 

dispatched 


Thomas  Pearce 
Gabriel  Steward 
Richard  Dove  ton 


William  Larkins 
John  Smith 
Richard  Morrison 
Thomas  Bates 

Rous 
William  Tryon      \ 

Alphonsus   Glover  >• 

i 

Thomas  Madge  ] 
John  Cotton  J 
John  Bowland 

Nathaniel  Smith 
George 
Richardson 

James  Dewar 

Thomas  Howe  > 
James  Haldane  ! 
Edward  Lord  >• 

Chick 

William  Mercer 
Frederick  Vincent 


under  dispatch 


Fort  St.  George 
and  China 


.  ••    end  of  December 


Madeira  and  under  dispatch 

Coast  and  Bay 


China  directly 

Bencoolen  and 

China 
Madeira   and 

Coast  and  Bay 
Coast  ?nd  Bay 
Island  Thenerrffe 

and  Coast  and 

Bay 
Madeira  and 

Bombay 

*  *  *  *  *  m  » 

Bombay 


end  of  December 


middle  January 


i  beginning 
I       February 


beginning 

March 


do.    and  China  - 


9.  Agreeable  to  our  annual  custom,  we  have  destined  a  ship  for  Bombay 
and  China  and  the  ship  fixed  upon  for  this  purpose  is  the  Osterley,  Capt. 
Frederick  Vincent ;  she  is  to  be  employed  In  India  in  the  most  advantageous 
and  profitable  manner  for  the  Company  until  early  in  the  year  1767,  when 
she  is  to  be  dispatched  from  the  Coast  of  Malabar  for  Canton,  with  a  cargo  to 
the  amount  of  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  be  returned  from  thence  to 
England,  In  case  the  Osterley  shall  by  any  unforeseen  accidents,  be  prevented 
from  proceeding  the  said  voyage,  the  President  and  Council  of  Bomaby  will 
be  directed  to  send  some  other  ship  in  her  room :  whatever  assistance  may  be 
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necessary  on  your  part  for  the  success  of  the  said  voyage,  you  are  to  afford  it 
in  the  most  effectual  manner,  whenever  our  said  President  and  Council  apply 
to  you,  and  even  without  such  application,  if  you  have  reason  to  think  it  may 

be  wanted. 

10.  By  the  beforegoing  destination  of  our  shipping,  it  is  to  be  observed 
that  only  four  of  the  said  ships  are  consigned  to  the  Coast  and  Bay,  with  a 
view  of  being  returned  from  India  the  same  season,  and  five  to  Bombay  for 
the  same  purpose,  but  as  we  are  in  hopes  and  indeed  have  little  reason  to 
doubt  our  Presidencies  of  Fort  William  and  Fort  St.  George  will  be  able  to 
give  full  loadings  for  more  than  four  ships,  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
President  and  Council  of  Bombay  cannot  provide  returning  cargoes  for  the 
said  five  ships,  you  are  therefore  to  take  the  earliest  opportunities  of  mutually 
with  our  other  Presidencies  fixing  upon  a  plan  for  the  return  of  our  several 
ships,  and  in  consequence  thereof,  that  such  of  those  for  Bombay  may  be 
forwarded  to  you  and  Fort  St.  George  without  loss  of  time,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  bring  to  England  your  respective  investments. 

11.  It  is  proper  to  give  you  this  further  notice  that  as  the  demand  for 
woollen  goods  at  our  Presidency  of  Bombay  continues  to  be  so  considerable 
we  propose  yearly,  unless  you  are   advised  to  the  contrary,  to  consign   six 
ships  thither,  one  of  which  will  as  usual  be  directed  to  proceed  to  China,  to 
be  laden  home  in  the  proper  season  from  thence,  and  one  every  other  year 
from  Mocha,  so  that  of  the  six  ships  taken  up  this  year  for  Bombay,  you  will 
observe  five  are  to  be  returned  home  the  same  season  from  thence  or  else- 
where (with  the  assistance  of  our  other  Presidencies)  but  the  following  year 
there  will  be  only  four  to  be  returned,  as  there  will  then  be  a  ship  destined 
for  Mocha. 

12.  As  our  China  Council  should  have  every  intelligence  that  may  be 
necessary  for  their  Information  with  respect  to  the  ships  which  are  to  be  under 
their  management,  you  are  therefore  to  observe  it  as  a  standing  rule,  whenever 
any  ships  are  dispatched  from  Bengal  to  China,  to  acquaint  the  commanders 
that  it  is  our  order,  they  take  all  opportunities  of  writing  to  them  in  their 
voyage  to  China,  during  their  stay  there,  and  even  afterwards  if  any  thing 
material  occurs. 

13.  As  it  is  very  difficult  for  us  to  supply  our  Governour  and  Council 
at  St.  Helena  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt  provisions  for  the  use  of  the 
garrison  and  inhabitants,  and  every  demand  for  them  by  our  shipping  which 
call  there  will  greatly  distress  them,  you  are  to  give  notice  to  the  commanders 
of  our  homeward  bound  shipping  from  time  to  time,  to  stock  their  ships  with 
as  much  as  they  may  want  for  the  voyage  home  ;  and  you  are  further  to 
acquaint  them,  that  if  they  have  any  to  spare,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  us 
to  make  an  offer  of  the  same  on  the  Company's  account,  to  our  said  Governour 
and  Council. 

14.  Notwithstanding  the  commanders  of  our  ships  are,  by  the  covenants 
in  charterparty  and  the  directions  in  their  respective   instructions,   strictly 
enjoined  and  directed  in  their  homeward  bound  voyage  not  to  touch  at  any 
port  whatsoever  short  of  the  Downes,  except  in  cases  of  unavoidable  danger 
or  by  particular  directions ;  yet  they  have  in  this  respect  of  late,  taken  very 
great  and  unwarrantable  liberties  under  various  pretences,  with  a  view  only, 
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as  we  are  well  satisfied,  to  run  their  goods,  and  thereby  defraud  the  King  and . 
the  Company  of  their  duties  ;  as  we  are  determined  to  put  a  stop  to  this  grb*c^ 
ing  evil,  a  strict  enquiry  has  been  and  will  be  continued  to  be  made  into  the 
reasons  of  the  several  commanders  putting  into  any  ports  short  of  the  Downes  ; 
and  several  of  them  arrived  this  season,  are  now  actually  under  our  censure, 
and  in  particular,  Capt.  Mitford  of  the  Northumberland  and  his  four  first 
officers,  are  suspended  the  Company's  service,  for  not  giving  satisfactory  reasons 
for  putting  into  Plymouth  ;  and  Capt.  Pigou  of  the  British  King,  and  his  three 
st  officers,  are  dismissed  the  service  for  disposing  of  large  quantities  of  their 
private  trade  at  Lisbon,  where  the  said  ship  touched  to  have  the  main  mast 
repaired,  which  although  in  her  situation  it  appears  to  have  been  a  necessary 
V  measure,  it  could  by  no  means  warrant  their  illegal  proceedings,  with  respect 
.  ^z$p  their  private  trade. 

^  J^c?      ^"    ^e  frave  thought  it  proper  to  give  you  the  beforegoing  notices,  that 
o       you  may  signify  the  same  to  the  commanders  of  all  our  homeward  bound 
A<=^  y^sfeips,  that  they  may  have  no  pretence  whatsoever  for  deviating  from  their 
i  charterparties  and  instructions  in  the  beforementioned  particulars. 

^         16.    When  we  recommended  the  ships  bound  to  and  from  China  to  proceed 
Pitt's  Passage,  it  was  in  a  time  of  war  with  France,  and  we  had  in  view 

^ytnerefore  their  better  security  from  the  enemy's  cruizers,  and  that  such  ships 

t*~   i***     \  *  * 

3    ll  J  which  through  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  those  times,  could  not  be  dispatch- 
\  r£  ed  in  the  proper  seasons  for  making  their  passages  in  the  usual  track,  might 
v  £  have  some  chance  of  succeeding  in  the  other  ;  but  as  neither  of  these  cases  are 
*'  ^  now  subsisting,  and  rinding  by  experience  the  Pitt's  Passage  is  very  hazardous, 
^  and  that  in  general  our  ships  from  one  accident  or  other  have  had  their 
^  voyages  greatly  prolonged  thereby,  you  are  therefore  in  future  to  direct  the 
commanders  of  any  ships  that  may  proceed  from  Bengal,  to  go  in  the  usual 
track,  and  if  any  ships  arrive  at  Bengal,  too  late  for,  or  are  by  any  accident 
prevented  being  dispatched  the  same  season,  we  had  much  rather  they  should 
^         5  be  detained  until  the  following  one,  than  be  ordered  to  Pitt's  Track,  unless  in 
"J\  1L  0  very  extraordinary  cases,  but  then  you  are  without  fail  to  send  them  away  as 
k   early  as  possible  ;  we  give  similar  orders  to  our  other  Presidencies  with  respect 
to  the  ships  which  may  be  forwarded  from  thence  to  Canton,  as  we  also  do  to 
our  supra  cargoes  for  their  guidance  in  dispatching  the  ships  from  China. 

*"\       «£>•».       "  ^      * 

•  ^  V  1^-  ^-"ke  following  named  gentlemen  are  our  Council  of  Supra  Cargoes  for 
<*  \j\  cf  managing  the  Company's  affairs  in  China  the  ensuing  season  vizt.,  Messrs. 
»A  Thomas  Fitzhugh,  Henry  Revell,  Hillary  Torriano,  Nathaniel  Garland, 

William    Mackenzie,    Stephen    Devisme,    Francis    Wood,    Benjamin    Torin, 
Thomas  Smith,  Robert  John  Harrison,  William  Rous  and  Thomas  Bevan. 

18.  Messrs.  Revell,  Torriano,  Wood,  Torin  and  Harrison  take  their  passage 
in  the  two  ships  bound  directly  to  China,  all  the  others  are  now  there  in 
pursuance  of  our  orders  last  season. 

19.  The  several  ships  which  are  to  be  under  the  management  of  the  said 
Council  are  the  Fox  or  any  other  ship  which  shall  be  sent  from  Bombay  to 
Canton  in  her  stead  in  the  year  1766,  agreeable  to  our  advices  last  season,  and 
if  one  of  the  ships  of  last  season  consigned  to  the  President  and  Council  of 
Bombay,  was  likely  to  remain  on  their  hands  for  want  of  a  cargo  home  from 
thence,  or  any  of  our  Presidencies,  or  could  not  be  employed  in  such  a  manner 
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until  the  following  season,  so  as  to  earn  her  full  deinorage  at  least,  such  ship 
also  was  directed  to  be  sent  to  Canton,  and  the  Harcourt  was  recommended 
ror  this  service.  The  other  ships  which  are  to  be  under  the  management  of 
the  said  Council  are  the  twelve  noted  in  the  list  under  the  8th  paragraph  of 
this  letter,  vizt.,  the  two  bound  first  to  St.  Helena,  the  six  bound  first  to  Fort 
St.  George,  the  two  direct  China  ships,  and  the  two  which  are  to  call  first 
upon  the  West  Coast,  also  all  such  as  shall  arrive  at  Canton  in  1766  from  any 
of  our  settlements  in  India  under  the  denomination  of  casual  ships.  The 
Qsterley  as  has  been  already  observed  is  intended  for  China  in  the  year  1767, 
and  will  consequently  fall  under  the  direction  of  a  succeeding  set  of  supra 
cargoes. 

20.  We  have  appointed  Messrs.  Fitzhugh,  Revell,  DeVisnie,  Torin,  Smith, 
Rous  and  Bevan,  our  Resident  Supra  Cargoes  at  Canton  for  the  year  1767  who 
are  as  usual  to  conduct  and  take  charge  of  our  affairs  upon  the  departure  of 
such  of  the  beforementioned  Council  as  are  to  leave  China  in  the  season  of  the 
year   1766,  and  before  the  arrival  of  those  Supra  Cargoes  we  shall  appoint 
members  for  the  succeeding  Council. 

21.  We  continue  the  prohibition  for  our  China  ships  calling  at  Batavia 
outward  bound,  and  you  are  to  notify  the  same  to  the  commander  or  com- 
manders of  any  casual  ship  or  ships  which  may  be  dispatched  from  your 
Presidency  to  Canton  if  any  such  shall  happen  to  be  sent. 

22.  The  principal  articles  of  the  intended  export  this   season  for  our 
several  Presidencies  and  China  are  nearly  as  hereunder  mentioned  vizt.. 

*  * 

For  Bengal 

Cloth  308  bales,  long  ells  45  bales,  other  piece  goods  3  bales,  silks  3  cases, 
lead  100  tons,  copper  200  tons,  iron  150  tons,  steel  10  tons,  gunpowder  400 
barrels  of  the  usual  weight,  small  arms  296  chests,  Madeira  wine  125  pipes 
and  vidonia  wine  from  one  of  the  Canary  Islands  75  pipes.  All  the  said 
articles  are  divided  in  nearly  equal  proportions  on  the  ships  Britannia,  Crut- 
lenden,  Pigot  and  Lord  Camden,  except  the  wines  which  go  by  the  convey- 
ances hereafter  noticed.  For  more  explicit  accounts  of  the  beforementioned 
articles  and  the  other  consignments,  you  are  referred  to  the  several  ships' 
invoices,  in  providing  whereof  we  have  had  a  due  attention  to  your  indents, 
which  are  complied  with  so  far  as  we  have  judged  really  necessary. 

As  your  indent  for  woollens  this  season  is  small  and  we  observe  the  remains 
in  your  warehouse  are  considerable,  we  therefore  now  send  you  no  more  than 
about  the  quantity  indented  for  as  above  mentioned. 

For  Fort  St.  George 

Cloih  870  bales,  long  ells  75  bales,  other  piece  goods  2  bales,  velvets  2  cases, 
lead  100  tons,  copper  310  tons,  iron  200  tons,  steel  8  tons,  small  arms  356  chests, 
gunpowder  667  barrels  of  sixty  pounds  each,  Madeira  wine  125  pipes  and 
vidonia  wine  from  one  of  the  Canary  Islands  75  pipes.  The  piece  goods  are 
divided  in  equal  proportions  on  the  ships  Earl  of  Ashburnham,  Neptune, 
Glatton  and  Lioness  and  all  the  other  articles  nearly  so  on  the  six  China  ships 
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bound  first  to  Fort  St.  George  excepting  the  wines  which  go  by  the  conveyances 
hereafter  noticed. 

For  Bombay  Presidency 
For  Bombay  market 

Cloth  1597  bales,  long  ells  300  bales,  broad  long  ells  75  bales,  other  piece 
goods  7  bales  and  cases,  lead  300  tons,  copper  460  tons,  iron  300  tons,  steel 
50  tons,  tin  20  tons,  Madeira  wine  50  pipes,  gunpowder  240  barrels,  small 
arms  262  chests. 

For  Bussorah  market 

Cloth  648  bales,  20  of  which  are  of  a  French  fabrick,  long  ells  200  bales 
of  10  pieces  in  each. 

For  the  Bu shire  market 

Cloth  710  bales,  long  ells  200  bales  of  10  pieces  in  each,  other  piece  goods 
3  bales,  velvets  1  case  containing  3  pieces. 

For  the  Scindy  market 

Cloth  138  bales,  long  ells  32  bales,  velvets  1  case  containing  6  pieces. 

All  the  said  several  consignments  are  divided  in  nearly  equal  proportions 
on  the  six  Bombay  ships,  except  the  wine,  which  all  goes  in  the  Speaker,  and 
except  also  322  bales  of  cloth  and  176  bales  of  long  ells  which  for  want  of  room 
in  the  said  ships  are  laden  in  equal  proportions  on  the  Fort  St.  George  ships 
Hampshire  and  Duke  of  Kingston.,  in  order  to  be  forwarded  from  thence  to 
Bombay.  The  said  bales  are  part  of  the  assortment  intended  for  the  Bombay 
market. 

For  Fort  Marlborough 

Treasure  20  chests,  iron  100  tons,  flour  100  casks,  beef  and  pork  30  half 
hogsheads  of  each,  gunpowder  60  barrels,  cordage  26  tons,  ironmongers  ware 
of  several  sorts  39  tons. 

All  which  articles  go  nearly  in  equal  proportions  on  the  two  China  ships 
bound  first  to  Fort  Marlborough. 

We  are  well  satisfied  that  over  and  above  the  several  consignments  from 
hence  our  said  Presidency  will  be  in  want  of  many  particulars  from  our 
settlements  in  India  ;  you  are  therefore  agreeable  to  our  repeated  orders  on 
this  head  to  send  such  supplies  thither  as  they  shall  stand  in  need  of  or 
indent  for  from  time  to  time. 

For  Canton 

Treasure  about  308  chests,  cloth  475  bales,  also  9  cases  of  best  superfine  do., 
long  ells  600  bales,  camblets  35  bales,  lead  1360  tons, 
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The  treasure  goes  vizt.,  60  chests  on  each  of  the  two  direct  ships,  20  on 
each  of  the  six  Coast  and  China  and  the  two  St.  Helena  ships,  and  14  on 
each  of  the  West  Coast  ships. 

The  bales  and  cases  are  equally  divided  on  the  two  direct  China  ships. 

The  lead  goes  in  the  following  manner  vizt.,  on  each  of  the  two  St.  Helena 
ships  150  tons,  on  each  of  the  two  Bencoolen  ships  150  tons,  on  each  of  the 
six  Coast  ships  "60  tons,  on  each  of  the  two  direct  China  ships  200  tons. 

23.  Among  other  articles  of  our  export  you  will  observe  there  are  125 
pipes  of  Madeira  wine  to  be  consigned  to  you  on  the  Britannia.    As  these 
wines   were   purchased   last   season   under   directions    to    our   correspondents 
for  their  being  the  best  the  island  produced  and  have  lain  by  in  their  ware- 
houses ever  since,  we  hope  and  expect  they  will  prove  good ;  however,  you 
are  to  give  us  a  full  account  of  their  quality,  condition  of  the  casks,  leakage, 
stowage  and  whatever  else  may  be  worthy  of  our  information,  that  we  may 
be  satisfied  how  our  said  correspondents  have  complied  with  our  orders,  and 
be  enabled  to  make  the  owners  answerable  for  leakage  by  bad  stowage  if  any 
such  shall  appear  upon  a  survey  to  be  taken  upon  them  at  Fort  William 
as  usual. 

24.  Having  reason  to  believe  vidonia  wine  will  be  very  proper  to  be  sent 
to  the  East  Indies  and  in  a  great  measure  if  not  altogether  answer  as  well 
as  that  from  Madeira,  we  have  therefore  ordered  the  Pigot  to  take  in  at  Sancta 
Cruz  in  Tenerieffe  one  of  the  Canary  Islands  150  pipes,  each  to  guage  full  115 
gallons  for  which  we  are  to  pay  ten  pounds  sterling  a  pipe  including  the  casks 
with  ten  iron  hoops  thereon  and  all  charges  on  board,  one  moiety  of  which 
is  to  be  consigned  to  your  Presidency  and  the  other  to  the  President  and 
Council  at  Fort  St.  George ;  as  they  are  to  be  provided  at  two  distinct  houses 
they  are  to  be  shipped  as  follows  vizt., 

By    Mr.    John    Collogan     50  pipes  for  Fort  St,  George  and  50  for  Bengal. 
By     Messrs.     Commyns 
Brothers    and    Powers     25  do.  25          do. 

For  the  particulars  of  the  said  75  pipes  for  your  Presidency,  we  refer  you 
to  the  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  and  advices  our  said  correspondents  are  to 
transmit  to  you  by  the  Pigot,  from  whom  also  you  will  receive  by  our  direc- 
tions, certificates  of  the  gauge  and  condition  of  the  casks  under  their  hands 
and  of  the  captain  or  his  officers  in  like  manner  as  is  practiced  with  the  Madeira 
wine.  The  casks  are  also  to  be  burnt  with  an  iron  near  the  bung  with  the 
Company's  mark,  and  the  marks  of  each  house  are  to  be  on  their  respective 
casks.  These  precautions  will  enable  you  to  send  us  an  account  of  the  condi- 
tion, quantities  and  qualities  of  the  wines  you  receive  from  each  house,  which 
together  with  a  survey  of  their  stowage  on  board  are  to  be  sent  us  by  the  first 
opportunity. 

25.  You  are  hereby  positively  directed  to  put  up  all  the  said  vidonia  wine 
consigned  to  you  at  public  sale,  except  what  is  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Marlborough 
as  undermentioned,  and  send  us  an  exact  account  of  the  amount  of  each  lot 
or  pipe ;  you  are  likewise  to  give  us  your  opinion  how  it  is  esteemed  and  what 
quantities  may  be  annually  disposed  of.  And  as  we  are  very  desirous  of 
introducing  the  use  of  it  in  the  East  Indies,  you  are  to  take  every  measure  that 
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may  facilitate  the  same,  and  we  shall  as  a  further  trial  send  vou  the  sarne 

**  *> 

quantity  die  next  season. 

26.  You  are  without  fail  to  send  to  Fort  Marlborough  out  of  the  parcels 
of  wine  consigned  to  you,  four  pipes  of  Madeira  and  four  pipes  of  vidonia 
by  the  first  good  conveyance  that  offers.    The  President  and  Council  at  Fort 
St.  George  are  directed  also  to  send  thither  the  same  quantity  out  of  what  goes 
consigned  to  them. 

27.  It  is  with  particular  satisfaction  we  observe  your  attention  to  that 
important  branch  of  our  commerce,  the  China  trade,  by  sending  such  supplies 
from  time  to  time  as  have  in  conjunction  with  our  Presidency  of  Fort  St. 
George  prevented  and  we  hope  will  prevent  any  of  our  ships  lying  by  the  walls 
there,  not  only  those  of  the  season  of  1764  but  also  those  oi  the  following  year, 
yet  we  muirf  observe  that  had  your  assistance  by  the  Argo  man  of  war  been 
transmitted   by   an   earlier   conveyance,   it   would   have   proved   much   more 
effectual.    We  have  in  our  letter  of  the  21st  November  1764  laid  it  down  as  a 
standing  rule,  until  you  have  orders  to  the  contrary,  to  have  this  object  con- 
stantly  in   viewr,    and   we   shall   accordingly   depend   upon   your   having   in 
compliance  therewith,  as  well  as  of  the  assurances  in  your  letter  of  the  27th 
of  September  1764,  continued  such  efforts  as  will  enable  you  to  send  as  large 
a  supply  of  money  and  goods  as  can  be  conveniently  spared  from  the  invest 
nient  and  expences  of  your  Presidency,  and  this  we  shall  expect  and  depend 
upon,  notwithstanding  the  considerable  consignments  made  by   us  to   our 
China  Council  both  the  last  and  the  present  season. 

28.  The  directions  we  gave  last  season  were  that  no   ships  under  the 
description  of  a  casual  one  be  sent  to  Canton  on  any  pretence  whatsoever, 
unless  she  could  have  a  cargo  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  at 
least,  consigned  on  her  to  our  China  Council.    We  now  direct  that  no  casual 
ship  be  sent  thither,  without  having  a  cargo  to  the  amount  of  thirty  thousand 
pounds  at  least. 

29.  It   being   necessary   for    the   fortifications,   works    and   buildings    at 
St.  Helena  to  be  repaired  and  many  new  ones  constructed,  and  which  are  now 
carrying  on  by  a  skilful  engineer,  under  the  direction  of  the  Governour  and 
Council,  wre  have  directed  them  to  apply  to  you,  our  other  Presidencies,  and 
China  Council,  for  any  supplies  of  materials  of  use  for  those  purposes,  which 
can  be  procured  and  can  be  laden  on  our  returning  ships,  consistently  with 
the  room  that  can  be  spared,  after  the  intended  cargoes  for  England  are 
provided  for ;  you  are  therefore  in  case  of  such  application  from  our  said 
Governour  and  Council  to  comply  with  their  indents  as  far  as  lays  in  your 
power. 

30.  As  the  Governour  and  Council  at  St.  Helena  will  from  the  additional 
number  of  slaves  they  have  lately  been  supplied  with,  be  in  want  of  more 
provisions  than  they  have  usually  received  from  our  Presidencies,  you  are 
therefore  to  encrease  your  consignments  of  rice  on  each  ship  to  double  the 
quantity  you  have  generally  sent,  and  as  we  are  sensible,  by  those  means  you 
will  exceed  the  stipulated  charterparty  tonnage  of  five  tons  on  each  ship,  you 
are  to  inform  the  respective  commanders,  that  we  will  pay  their  owners  here 
half  freight  for  such  exceedings,  being  the  same  freight  we  allow  for  the  said 
five  tons,  with  respect  to  the  other  stores  and  necessaries  they  are  to  be  sent 
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as  usual  without  diminution,  agreeable  to  the  annual  indents  forwarded  to  you 
by  our  said  Governour  and  Council.  This  order  is  to  continue  in  force  until 

^ 

you  are  informed  to  the  contrary  either  from  us  or  from  our  said  Cover- 

i  * 

nour  and  Council. 

31.  We  take  this  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  you  the  list  of 
the  investment  to  be  made  at  your  Presidency  the  ensuing  season,  to  which 

-f  f  C* 

you  are  to  give  all  due  attention  and  obedience,  not  only  with  respect  to  the 
quantities  of  the  goods  therein  ordered,  but  likewise  the  qualities,  and  such 
remarks  as  are  made  for  your  information  and  guidance.  But  if  you  can 
encrease  the  quantities  so  far  as  to  give  as  full  ladings  as  possible  to  the  several 
ships  you  may  have  to  provide  for,  it  will  be  of  signal  use  to  the  Company  and 
we  shall  confide  in  your  best  endeavours  for  this  purpose. 

32.  It  being  now  a  time  of  peace  and  consequently  the  demand  for  salt- 
petre much  short  of  what  it  has  been  for  several  years  past,  and  as  we  have 
at  this  time  a  very  large  quantity  undisposed  of,  adding  thereto  what  we  shall 
most  probably  receive  by  the  ships  of  next  season,  it  is  necessary  to  lessen  the 
importation  thereof,  as  far  as  may  be  prudently  done  :  for  this  purpose,  all 
the  Coast  and  Bay  and  Bombay  ships  taken  up  this  season  carry  whole  kintlage 
in  iron  ;  consequently  no  more  saltpetre  Is  to  be  laden  on  them  than  for  want 
of  bale  goods  will  make  up  the  tonnage  they  are  let  for  to  the  Company, 
according  to  their  respective  charterparties,  unless  the  commanders  will  agree 
to  take  in  more  as  surplus  tonnage  at  the  low  freight. 

33.  The  annual  demand  for  saltpetre  at  our  sales,  with  the  500  tons 
we  are  obliged  by  the  Company's  charter  to  supply  the  Government  with, 
amounting  together  to  2000  tons,  it  is  our  meaning  that  the  ships  of  each 
season  from  whatever  Presidency  they  are  dispatched,   should  all  together 
bring  home  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  amount  of  the  said  2000  tons,  rather 
over  than  under.    We  give  you  this  information  that  you  may  take  the  earliest 
opportunities  of  concerting  the  necessary  measures  with  our  Presidencies  of 
Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  and  that  you  in  particular  may  regulate  your 
conduct  accordingly,  with  respect  not  only  to  the  quantity  to  be  laden  on  each 
ship  to  be  dispatched  home  from  Bengal,  but  also  as  to  what  is  to  be  sent  to 
our  other  Presidencies. 

34.  We  must  further  remark  to  you  that  the  Scindy  petre  received  from 
Bombay,  is  so  bad  in  quality,  as  well  as  of  an  extravagant  price,  we  last  season 
gave  directions  that  no  more  should  be  sent  us,  unless  it  could  be  brought 
nearly  to  the  fineness  and  price  of  that  from  your  Presidency,  so  that  it  is 
more  than  probable  no  more  Scindy  petre  will  be  sent  us,  and  consequently 
the  whole  of  the  beforementioned  2000  tons  will  be  Bengal  petre. 

35.  We  have  chosen  and  appointed  the  under  named  young  gentlemen 
writers  upon  your  establishment,  who  are  to  take  rank  in  the  order  they  are 
here   mentioned   vizt.,   John   Fitzherbert,   William   Nixon,    William    Hosea, 
Thomas    Pattle,    Shearman   Bird,    Robert   Howitt,    Matthew   Dawson,    John 
Gordon  HaHburton,  Henry  Revell  Junr.,  John  Lawson  Nicholson,  Anthony 
Bennett  Goodlad,  John  Lloyd  Booth,  William  Makepeace  Thackeray,  Francis 
Stoddart,  John  Hogarth,  Thomas  Crosley  Cooke,  William  Redfearn,  William 
Pawson,  Robert  Ray,  Robert  Colvill,  Suetonius  Grant  Heatly,  Edward  Ritson 
and  Samuel  Mitchell.    The  ships  they  proceed  in  will  be  notified  to  you  by 
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lists  In  the  respective  packets  ;  you  are  as  usual  immediately  on  their  arrival 
to  make  an  enquiry  whether  they  met  with  proper  treatment  in  their  passage 
and  advise  us  thereof. 

36.  William   Hosea    and   Robert   Howitt,    two    of    the    abovementioned 
writers  being,  as  we  are  informed,  resident  at  Bengal  you  are  to  give  them 
notice  of  such  their  appointment  and  they  are  to  execute  the  covenants  en- 
closed in  the  Britannia's  packet  which  are  afterwards  to  be  returned  to  us  by 
the  first  opportunity  that  shall  offer. 

37.  Being  well  satisfied  that  the  large  supply  of  writers  sent  you  last 
season,  and  appointed  this  as  beforementioned,  will  if  properly  looked  after, 
be  fully  and  we  apprehend  more  than  sufficient  in  addition  to  the  rest  of  the 
covenant   servants  upon  your   establishment,  for   every   service   in   the   civil 
department.    We  shall  therefore  depend  upon  your  constant  care  and  attention 
in  employing  in  the  several  stations,  not  only  the  writers,  but  all  other  our 
covenant  servants  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  Company  may  have  the  utmost 
benefit  of  their  services,  and  if  any  of  them  are  negligent  or  in  any  respect 
misbehave,  you  are  to  rebuke  and  admonish  them  whenever  you  see  necessary 
and  if  that  will  make  no  good  impression  on  them,  such  unprofitable  and 
useless  servants  are  then  to  be  forthwith  sent  to  England. 

38.  Considering  from  what  we  have  observed  that  our  covenant  servants 
will  with  great  ease  be  able  to  carry  on  every  branch  of  our  civil  service,  it  is 
therefore  absolutely  necessary,  and  we  accordingly  positively  direct,  that  the 
orders  in  our  letter  last  season  of  the  21st  November  be  punctually  complied 
with  for  discharging  all  monthly  writers,  as  there  can  be  no  pretence  for  re- 
taining them  any  longer  ;  we  do  not  mean,  however,  that  you  should  discharge 
such  as  are  assisting  in  the  translation  of  foreign  and  country  languages  but 
even  in  this  case  no  more  are  to  be  retained  at  any  time  than  are  immediately 
and  absolutely  necessary. 

39.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Thomas  Peiarce,  one  of  the  writers  for  Fort 
St.  George,  to  proceed  first  to  Bengal  to  settle  some  family  concerns,  where  his 
stay  is  not  to  exceed  six  months  ;  he  is  then  forthwith  to  take  passage  at  his 
own  expence  for  his  station  on  the  Fort  St.  George  establishment,  on  the  first 
conveyance  that  offers,  and  you  will  take  care  that  he  complies  with  the  terms 
of  our  said  permission  accordingly. 

40.  The  names  of  the  several  persons  who  have  our  permission  to  pro- 
ceed to  and  reside  in  the  East  Indies  as  free  merchants,  in  the  seafaring  way 
or  otherwise  are  and  will  be  sent  to  you  in  the  several  packets,  as  usual  signed 
by  our  Secretary. 

41.  The  like  is  done  with  respect  to  such  persons  as  we  permit  to  pro- 
ceed to  India  in  the  quality  of  surgeons,  who  are  to  be  provided  for  in  the 
Company's  service,  if  found  deserving  at  any  of  our  settlements  after  those 
who  have  been  already  recommended,  if  any  such  there  are. 

42.  We  also  send  you  in  the  several  ships'  packets  lists  of  the  names  of 
the  young  gentlemen  who  are  to  be  cadets  upon  your  establishment,  and  we 
direct  that  they  be  promoted  in  the  order  they  are  therein  ranked  if  they 
behave  well. 

43.  Mr.  Samuel  Bartholomew  Case,  a  writer  upon  your  establishment, 
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who  you  permitted  to  come  to  England  on  account  of  his  bad  state  of  health, 
and  recommending  him  for  his  good  behaviour  to  be  reinstated  in  the  service, 
if  his  health  would  permit  his  return,  being  now  recovered,  proceeds  to  his 
station  in  one  of  the  ships  of  this  season  ;  he  is  accordingly  upon  his  arrival 
to  take  rank  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  not  come  to  England. 

44.  Finding  upon  examination  of  the  returns  from  your  Presidency,  as 
likewise  those  from  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  that  the  number  of  commis- 
sion officers  at  each  very  considerably  exceeds  the  respective  establishments,  we 
are  come  to  a  resolution  to  send  out  none  this  season,  and  especially  as  there 
is   no   occasion   for   any    to   proceed   with   the   recruits   hereaftermentioned, 
the  number  on  each  ship  not  requiring  a  commission    officer    to    take    care 
of  them  in  their  passage,  as  has  been  the  case  for  some  seasons  past,  when 
the  ships  carried  such  large  numbers  as  rendered  a  measure  of  that  kind 
necessary. 

•>• 

45.  In  the  several  ships  of  this  season  bound  to  the  Coast  and  Bay,  we 
send   out   about   eight  hundred   recruits,   with   a   proportionate   number    of 
sergeants  and  corporals,  which  we  are  of  opinion  will  be  fully  sufficient  to 
keep  up  the  several  corps  agreeable  to  yours  and  the  Madrass  establishments. 

46.  By  the  lists  in  the  several  ships  packets  you  will  observe  that  part 
of  the  said  recruits  are  intended  for  your  Presidency ;  they  are  accordingly 
upon  their  arrival,  to  be  incorporated  in  the  several  corps  where  they  are  most 
wanted. 

47.  We  are  to  inform  you  likewise  that  the  ships  bound  to  Bombay  will 
carry  thither  about  four  hundred  and  eighty  recruits  with  sergeants  and  cor- 
porals in  proportion,  which  number  will  not  only  be  sufficient  for  the  Presi- 
dency, but  part  thereof  may  be  spared  and  draughted  off  for  Bengal  or  Fort 
St.  George,  if  either  or  both  those  Presidencies  shall  have  occasion  for  them, 
and  we  give  the  necessary  orders  accordingly  to  our  President  and  Council 
of  Bombay. 

48.  Notwithstanding  what  is  mentioned  in  the  46th  paragraph,  if  the 
proportion  of  the  recruits  intended  for  Fort  St.  George  should  be  more  imme- 
diately wanted  in  Bengal,  we  have  directed  all  or  any  part  of  them  to  be 
forwarded  to  you  from  Fort  St.  George  accordingly.    On  the  other  hand  if 
it  shall  happen  that  the  situation  of  our  affairs  upon  the  Coast  may  render  it 
absolutely  and  really  necessary  for  the  general  interest  of  the  Company  and 
not  otherwise  to  stop  any  of  the  recruits  designed  for  Bengal  they  are  per- 
mitted, during  such  exigency  only,  to  detain  so  many  of  them  as  may  be 
wanted,  provided  as  before  observed,  they  shall  not  be  more  immediately 
wanted  at  your  Presidency. 

49.  As   we  have  frequently  laid  it  down   as   a   rule   that   our   several 
Presidencies  are  to  give  each  other  every  mutual  assistance  to  the  utmost 
of  their  power,  we  now  recommend  this  object  to  your  constant  particular 
care  and  attention,  and  as  in  all  probability  you  may  want  that  assistance  more 
than  the  others,  we  have  strongly  recommended  it  to  Fort  St.  George  that  as 
far  as  circumstances  there  can  possibly  admit  every  application  for  assistance 
be  complied  with,  that  shall  be  made  by  you  to  the  President  and  Council 
there,  and  the  Presidency  of  Bombay  have  the  like  orders. 
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50.  The  clandestine  trade  carried  on  bv  the  commanders  and  officers  of 

„ 

die  Company's  ships  in  their  outward  bound  voyages,  particularly  in  woollen 
goods,  iron,  lead,  copper,  great  guns,  small  arms,  shot  and  other  military 
stores,  is  not  only  greatly  to  interfere  with,  and  prejudice  the  trade,  which 
ought  to  be  most  inviolably  reserved  to  the  Company,  but  likewise  in  [isj  being 
the  means  of  furnishing  the  country  powers  with  arms,  which  we  have  too 
much  reason  to  believe  has  been,  and  may  be  turned  against  the  Company, 
and  contribute  to  keep  up  the  troubles  which  we  have  been  so  long  struggling 
with  in  the  several  parts  of  India.  In  order  to  put  an  end  to  these  injurious 
and  illegal  practices,  we  arc  taking  every  possible  method  to  find  out  the 
persons  guilty  of  them,  so  as  besides  dismission  from  our  service,  we  may  be 
enabled  to  proceed  against  them  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law,  and  as  we 
are  thus  determined,  we  shall  expect  and  positively  direct,  that  you  give  all 
the  aid  and  assistance  in  your  power,  by  strictly  observing  and  carrying  into 
execution  all  our  orders  and  directions  on  this  head,  particularly  those  of  last 
season.  And  we  now  eivc  vou  to  understand,  that  if  vou  do  not  faithfully, 

t_?  j  *j 

diligently  and  strictly  comply  with  them,  you  will  most  certainly  incur  our 
highest  displeasure.  We  cannot  help  expressing  ourselves  in  this  strong  manner, 
as  hitherto  you  have  been  totally  negligent  of,  or  inattentive  to,  this  material 
part  of  your  duty,  and  notwithstanding  what  you  say  in  your  letter  of  the 
26th  November  1764  with  respect  to  the  Caernarvon,  we  cannot  help  thinking 
you  might,  if  you  had  been  inclined,  have  made  some  discovery  of  the  private 
trade  you  were  acquainted,  we  were  informed,  was  on  board  that  ship,  by 
entering  upon  such  an.  examination  of  the  captains,  officers,  ship's  company 
or  others  as  might  have  in  some  measure  answered  the  purpose. 

51.  To  the  directions  which  have  been  already  given,  we  are  to  add, 
that  as  you  are  in  general  to  cause  the  strictest  care  to  be  taken  upon  the 
delivery  of  every  ship  by  such  ways  and  means,  and  with  such  assistance  as 
you  shall  judge  most  effectual,  to  get  an  exact  information  of  all  the  private 
trade  landed  or  on  board ;  but  you  are  in  particular  to  be  more  attentive  to 
such  ships  in  which  you  have  any  informations  from  us,  or  from  any  other 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  any  unlicensed  goods  may  have  been  taken  in, 
and  if  you  find  it  necessary,  you  are  to  examine  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
upon  oath,  all  and  every  passenger  in  such  ship,  whether  in  our  service  or 
other  ways,  as  to  the  receipt  on  board,  or  delivery  from  the   ship,   of  any 
goods  whatsoever  during  the  course  of  the  voyage,  and  if  any  of  them  shall 
refuse  to  answer,  let  an  account  of  their  names  be  transmitted  to  us,  that 
the  proper  notice  may  be  taken  of  them.    The  captain  and  officers  are  likewise 
to  be  examined,  but  not  upon  oath ;  you  are  to  send  us  by  the  first  proper 
Conveyance  full  and  true  accounts  of  all  your  proceedings,  in  which  you  are 
very  particularly  to  mention  and  describe  the  several  contraband  goods  that 
shall  be  found  in  such  ship  or  ships,  with  the  names  of  the  proprietors  thereo/, 
and  every  other  information,  that  may  enable  us  to  deal  with  die  offenders 
in  a  suitable  manner. 

52.  We  have  dismissed  from  the  Company's  service,  Capt.  Richard  Lcwin, 
Commander  of  the  Vansittartj  for  taking  on  board  in  Madeira  Road,  a  large 
quantity  of  iron,  cannon,  military  stores,  cloth  and  other  illicit  articles  from 
a  vessel  which  sailed  from  England  for  that  purpose,  and  although  it  does  not 
appear  that  his  officers  had  any  interest  in  the  said  clandestine  trade,  we  have 
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given  them  a  very  severe  reprimand  for  refusing  through  the  influence  of 
Captain  Lewin  to  acquaint  us  of  what  they  knew  of  this  transaction.  We 
shall  have  proceeded  further,  had  they  not  at  last  humbly  acknowledged 
themselves  sensible  of  their  error,  and  given  us  the  strongest  assurances  of 
never  giving  the  Company  any  occasion  to  find  fault  with  their  future 
conduct. 

53.  John  Rogers,  Chief  Mate  of  the  ship  Caernarvon,  having  been  found 
guilty  of  taking  in  on  his  own  account  at  Madeira,  six  casks  containing  each 
one  bale,  and  two  small  boxes  of  cloth,  we  have  likewise  dismissed  him  from 
the  "Company's  service. 

54.  Having  received  certain  information  that  one  hundred  bales  and  cases 
of  cloth  were  taken  on  board  the  Hector  in  April  last  off  Plymouth,  but  out 
of   sight   of  land,   from   a   sloop   which   followed   the    ship   from   the   river 
Thames  for  that  purpose,  we  have  directed  our  President  and  Council  at  Fort 
St.  George  to  send  Captain  Edmund  Massey  who  commanded  the  said  ship 
to  England,  but  should  he  be  at  your  Presidency  upon  the  receipt  of  this, 
or  at  any  time  afterwards,  you  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  send  or 
cause  him  to  be  sent  to  England  without  fail,  and  as  soon  after  the  receipt 
of  this  as  possible. 

55.  With  respect  to  the  following  named  officers  of  the  said  ship  Hector 
if  any  of  them  shall  be  on  the  receipt  of  this  or  at  any  time  afterwards 
at  Bengal  vizt.,  Thomas  Johnston,  chief  mate,  Francis  Barford,  second  mate, 
Henry  Kent,  third  mate,  George  Pack,  fourth  mate,  Richard  Penny,  gunner 
and  John  McCaba  boatswain,  you  are  to  examine  them  in  the  strictest  manner, 
if  our  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  should  not  have  done  it,  and 
if  you  find  any  one  or  more  of  them  had  any  property  or  concern  in  the 
beforementioned  illicit  goods,  you  are  to  send  home  such  person  or  persons 
likewise  to  England  by  the  first  conveyances  ;   if  on   the   contrary  it  shall 
appear  to  your  satisfaction  that  they  had  no  property  or  concern  therein,  we 
permit  of  their  staying  in  India.    But  as  the  said  goods  could  not  have  been 
received  aboard  without  their  knowledge,  and  if  they  have  made  no  discovery 
to  you,  you  are  in  our  name  to  reprimand  them  in  the  severest  manner  for 
such  neglect  to  the  Company. 

56.  We  have  many  other  informations  before  us  and  we  shall  proceed 
against  such  persons  who  have  or  shall  appear  to  be  concerned  in  such  illicit 
trade  with  the  utmost  rigour  as  observed  in  the  50th  paragraph. 

57.  Notwithstanding  the  Britannia  is  consigned  to  you,  we  have  ordered 
Captain  Rous,  after  leaving  Madeira,  to  proceed  first  and  make  the  best  of 
his  way  to  Fort  St.  George,  to  deliver  our  packet  directed  to  our  President  and 
Council  there,  and  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  taking  out  all  or  any  of 
the  military  recruits  on  board  the  said  ship,  if  they  arc  more  wanted  at  that 
Presidency  than  in  Bengal,  in  doing  which  we  have  directed  them  to  be  as 
expeditious  as  possible,  and  then  to  give  Captain  Rous   orders  to  proceed 
without  loss  of  time  to  Fort  William. 

58.  We  have  acquainted  our  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George 
that  if  it  shall  be  more  for  the  Company's  interest  to  forward  the  said  recruits 
to  Bengal,  or  any  number  the  ship  can  carry  in  addition  to  them,  they  are  to 
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do  so  accordingly,  in  which  case  like\\  isc  the  ship  is  to  be  dispatched  as  before 
directed  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

59.  Being  informed  that  several  of  the  commanders  now  outward  bound 
had  considerable  quantities  of  iron  on  board  then-  respective  ships,  over  and 
above  what  we  had  given  leave  for,  upon  examining  into  the  same,  they 
acknowledged  that  the  following  quantities  had  been  laden  vizt.} 

Laden         Of  which  Victualling      Exceeding 

allowed       bill 
Tons  Cwt.  qr.  Ib.       Tons       Tons    Tons  Cwt.  qr.  Ib. 

On  the  Britannia  41  12  2  7  20  4  17  13  2  7 

„     „     Glatton  20  11  —  26  8  4  8  11  —  26 

Neptune  55  2—  7  16  4  35  2—  7 
Earl  of 

Ashburnham  26  8  3  27  15  4  7  8  3  27 

Hampshire  49  —  —  —  20  4  25  —  —  — 

Lioness  45  13  2  16  W/~  4  27  3  2  16 
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Tons    120     19      1    27  [sic] 


60.  The    said    several    commanders    assured    us    that    they    gave    their 
tradesmen  orders  for  the  quantities  only  which  they  were  allowed  to  carry 
out,   and  that  they  did  not  know  of  the  exceedings  until  the  Company's 
orders  were  given  to  make  the  enquiry ;   howrever,  upon  considering  every 
circumstance  of  this  transaction,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  like  practices  in 
future,  we  have  taken  for  die  Company's  use  the  whole  quantities  of  iron 
shipped  as  abovementioned ;  excepting  only  the  four  tons  allowed  for  each 
ship  on  the  victualling  bill,  and  the  same  are  added  to  the  said  ships  Invoices 
accordingly  vizt.,  that  by  the  Britannia  is  consigned  to  your  Presidency  and  all 
the  other  parcels  to  Fort  St.  George. 

61.  Although  we  have  retained  all  the  iron  as  above  observed  on  the 
Company's  account  yet  as  the  said  commanders  acknowledged  their  offence, 
we  have  been  so  indulgent  as  to  pay  them  here  the  prime  cost  of  the  quantities 
we  had  respectively  allowed  them  ;  the  amounts  of  all  the  rest  are  forfeitures 
to  the  Company  as  illicit  trade ;  in  a  word,  the  whole  quantity  of  iron  on 
board  each  ship,  excepting  as  before  observed  what  is  allowed  on  the  victualling 
bill,  belongs  to  the  Company. 

62.  Besides  the  said  forfeitures  we  have  severely  reprimanded  the  said 
several  commanders,  and  acquainted  them,  that  if  they  should  in  future  be 
guilty   of  anything  of   a  similar   nature   or   concerned   in   any  illicit   trade, 
they  must  expect  to  meet  with  our  highest  resentment. 

63.  Although  we  say  as  above  that  all  the  iron  aboard  the  said  ships 
except  what  is  allowed  on  the  victualling  bill  belongs  to  the  Company,  we 
must  add,  that  what  any  of  the  officers  are  licenced  to  carry  is  also  to  be 
excepted,  the  amount  of  which  will  appear  In  the  respective  manifests,  and  is 
to  serve  for  your  guide  with  respect  to  the  ship  Britannia. 
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64.    You  must  send  us  foi  our  information  a  full  and  particular  account 
of  all  the  iron  landed  from  the  said  ship  Britannia. 

We  are, 
Your  Loving  Friends, 

H.  Crabb  Boulton  /  Gco.  Dudley  /  Thos. 
Rous  /  Robt.  Jones  /  J.  Purling  /  George 
Cuming/John  Harrison/Fredk.  Pigou/ 
Heny.  Savage/John  Stephenson/Edwd. 
Wheler  /  Wm.  Webber  /  Thos.  Saun- 
ders  /  F.  W.  Barrington  /  J.  Crcswickc  / 
Charles  Chambers/J.  Pardoe/Hen.  Had- 

London,  ley  /  Luke  Scrafton  /  Cha.   Cutts  /  John 

13th  December  1765.  Roberts/Jos.  Du  Pre/E.  H.  Cruttcnden. 
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Civil  servants  above  the  rank  of  writers  ordered  to  attend  kotha  in  rotation 
— memorials  not  to  be  erected  without  prior  approval — observations  on  accounts 
of  revenues  in  Burdwan  province — deplore  extraordinary  expenses  of  Burdwan 
Residency — directions  regarding  Chittagong  port  and  province — object  to  2l/z% 
taken  by  servants  from  the  zemindars  of  Midnapore  and  Raja  of  Burdwan — 
directions  regarding  coinage  and  currency — method  of  appointing  Resident  at 
Burdwan — abolition  of  double  batta. 

OUR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Beneal. 


1.  We  have  already  writ  to  you  under  elate  of  the  13th  instant  by  the 
ships  Britannia,  Glutton,  Earl  of  Ashburnham  and  Neptune.    Our  said  letter 
contained  several  general  informations  and  directions  which  were  necessary 
for  your  immediate  notice.    In  this  letter  we  shall  make  such  additions  thereto 
as  have  since  occurred  to  us,  and  proceed  under  the  usual  heads  to  make 
our  observations  upon  your  several  transactions  as  they  stand  in  your  General 
Letters  and  registers  in  the  Publick  Department,  received  in  the  course  of  this 
season,  reserving  what  relates  to  the  Separate  Department  for  a  distinct  letter, 
which  you  will  now  also  receive,  bearing  even  date  with  this. 

2.  Having  in  the  last  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  15th  February  1765 
observed  to  you  that  although  the  animadversions  made  in  the  course  thereof 
upon  the  several  transactions  at  your  settlement  were  addressed  as  usual  to  the 
President  and  Council,  they  were  not  to  be  under stocd  to  affect  any  persons 
who  were  not  members  at  the  time  of  such  transactions,  otherwise  than  as 
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cautions  and  directions  for  your  conducting  the  Company's  affairs  In  future, 
you  are  to  understand  we  mean  the  same  with  respect  to  the  several  matters 
which  are  taken  up  in  this  and  our  Separate  Letter  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
paragraph. 

First  of  shipping 

3.  We  have  already  given  our  approbation  of  the  provision  you  made 
for  China,  but  though  the  Argo  frigate  of  war  was  a  good  opportunity  of 

Lre.  from  6th  Fe-  conveying  the  treasure  thither,  yet  so  great  a  risk  as  near 
bry  1764  Pa.  9.  [26  £1,20,000  on  one  ship  should  be  avoided  in  future,  unless 
Consults  "bnd  &  *n  cases  °^  absolute  necessity.  However,  your  sending  a  pilot 
25th  Octr.  vessel  to  go  with  her  through  the  Islands,  or  even  to  China, 

if  necessary,  was  a  measure  that  meets  with  our  approbation.  But  we  cannot 
say  the  same  with  respect  to  the  allowance  of  three  and  an  half  per  cent  freight 
to  the  commander  of  the  Argo  frigate  for  carrying  the  said  treasure  which  we 
think  was  an  extravagant  premium,  especially  as  we  have  never  given  more 
than  two  and  an  half  per  cent  on  silver  which  has  been  sent  from  hence 
to  India  on  His  Masjesty's  ships.  We  therefore  expect  to  have  your  reasons  for 
making  such  a  large  allowance. 

4.  The  ship  Calcutta  we  observe  carried  5000  bags  of  saltpetre  to  Bombay 
which  are  only  about  334  tons.    If  you  had  no  more  saltpetre  or  other  goods 

to  have  sent  there  on  our  account,  notice  should  have  been 
Nov.e"l764°Ipara'  77  given  for  letting  the  remainder  on  freight  that  her  charter- 
6th  Febry.  1765  party  tonnage  might  have  been  completed.  It  is  a  very 
Para  7-  great,  and  has  of  late  been  a  very  frequent  neglect  of 

our  interest  to  suffer  ships  to  sail  so  far  short  of  their  proper  tonnage,  and 
you  must  therefore  see  that  this  is  carefully  attended  to  and  prevented 
in  future. 

5.  We  have  considered  that  part  of  your  General  Letter   of  the  27th 
September  1764  together  with  your  Consultations  on  the  26th  March  and  2nd 
April  preceding  with  regard  to  the  loss  of  the  ship  Winchelsea,  and  upon  the 
whole  we  are  of  opinion  you  were  highly  blameable  in  permitting  Captain 
Howe  her  commander  to  come  to  England  before  you  made  an   enquiry 
into  the  said  loss,  also  for  not  going  into  an  examination  of  that  affair  your- 
selves instead  of  referring  it  to  the  consideration  of  Messrs.  Scott,  Keble  and 
Wedderburne.    We  also  cannot  help  remarking  that  notwithstanding  Cap- 
tain Howe  left  his  second  and  fourth  mates  at  Bengal,  it  does  not  appear  that 
either    of   those   officers,   or    any   other    persons,    were    examined    excepting 
the   pilot. 

6.  And  as  we  agree  in  opinion  with  you  that  the  loss  of  the  abovementioncd 
ship  was  principally  owing  to  the  pilot,  Thomas  Grant,  his  not  keeping  the 
sloop  ordered  to  attend  her  in  a  proper  station  when  the  ship  was  under  sail, 
your  dismissing  him  the  service  was  a  very  right  measure  ;  but  as  we  have 
had  an  extreme  good  character  of  his  knowledge  and  abilities  as  a  pilot,  we 
are  not  desirous  of  entirely  losing  him  ;  we  therefore  leave  it  to  you  to  reinstate 
him  if  you  have  no  good  reasons,  from  any  instances,  to  the  contrary.    How- 
ever, you  are  to  give  him  in  such  case  the  necessary  cautions  for  his  future 
conduct. 


LETTER  FROM  COURT 


7.  It  is  matter  of  surprize  to  us,  that  the  sloops  built  at  Chittagong  should 
have  cost  nearly  the  same  as  those  built  at  Bombay,  considering  how  much 

cheaper  labour  must  be  in  so  plentiful  a  country  as  the 

Consults.  26th         former.    And  it  is  to  be  further  remarked,  that  the  Peeue 
Janrv.  1  /64.  _  .       _     ..  ,  i  i  n  • 

•  ships  built  on  that  coast,  were  never  deemed  equally  service- 

able with  those  of  Bombay.  That  we  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  judgement 
whether  it  may  be  worth  while  to  encourage  building  vessels  at  Chittagong, 
we  would  have  you  send  us  in  as  particular  a  manner  as  possible,  the  prices  of 
timber,  and  all  other  the  materials  made  use  of  for  that  purpose,  the  wages 
paid  to  workmen,  and  every  expence  whatsoever,  together  with  all  such  obser- 
vations as  may  tend  to  our  information  in  this  matter, 

Secondly  of  goods  from  Europe  or  from  one  part  of  India  to  another 

8.  As  we  are  apprehensive  that  a  large  quantity  of  lead  being  put  up  to 
sale  may  be  productive  of  inconveniencies  from  part  being  converted  into  shot 
by  the  country  powers,  and  as  so  large  a  quantity  as  300  tons  was  consigned 
to  you  last  year,  we  have  therefore  ordered  only  100  tons  to  be  sent  you  this 
season  and  we  would  have  you  reserve  a  sufficient  quantity  for  your  own 
use  before  you  put  any  part  up  to  sale. 

9.  Your  indent  for  military  stores  is  uncommonly  great  notwithstanding 
the  remains  of  those  stores  are  very  considerable,  you   must  therefore  be 
extremely  careful  not  to  Indent  in  future  for  more  than  are  absolutely  necessary. 
Your  marine  indent  is  likewise  to  an  extraordinary  amount,  and  so  little  care 
seems  to  have  been  taken  in  proportioning  the  demands  to  your  wants  that 
we  apprehend  very  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  drawing  out  your  indents, 
and  that  you  have  neglected  to  observe  our  repeated  orders  of  having  at  such 
times  the  accounts  of  remains  before  you.    These  considerations  together  with 
the  want  of  room  in  our  ships,  are  the  occasion  of  your  indents  being  much 
curtailed.    We  have  nevertheless  taken  particular  care  to  send  you  the  6000 
musquets  desired  in  your  last  indent  and  also  completed  the  deficiency  in  that 
article  of  last  year. 

10.  That  we  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  judge  what  stores  to  order, 
the  marine  indents  must  in  future  express  in  separate  columns  what  propor- 
tion of  each  article  is  designed  for  the  Company's  use  and  what  for  sale,  and 
you  are  to  assign  your  reasons  in  the  indents  for  desiring  any  particular 
article. 

11.  Your  account  of  remains  is  imperfect  in  the  article  of  canvas,  the 
whole  quantity  remaining  being  set  down  in  one  sum,  instead  of  describing  the 
quantity  of  each  number,  and  which  we  would  have  done  in  future.    You  must 
also  particularize  the  separate  number  of  each  different  sort  of  flints  whether 
for  musquets,  carbines  or  pistols, 

12.  As  the  hats  you  indent  for  would  take  up  much  room  in  our  ships, 
and  it  has  not  been  usual  for  the  Company  to  provide  them,  the  captains 
must  continue  to  furnish  themselves  from  private  persons  as  they  have  hitherto 
done. 

13.  In  regard  to  the  5000  pair  of  shoes  desired  for  the  military,  as  they 
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appear  to  us  very  essential  for  the  preservation  of  our  soldiers'  healths,  we  have 
ordered  3000  pair  being  as  many  as  could  be  conveniently  sent  in  the  ships. 

14.  We  have  complied  with  your  indents  for  books  for  the  use  of  the 
church  and  for  the  utensils  for  the  mint. 

15.  We  are  pleased  to  observe  your  attention  in  affording  supplies  to  our 
settlements  upon  the  West  Coast,  and  we  recommend  it  to  you  not  to  neglect 
any  favourable  opportunities  of  continuing  the  same. 


Thirdly  of  investments 

16,  On  your  Consultation  of  the   17th  May  we  see  with  great  concern 
that  you  suspended  purchasing  the  investments  of  Dacca  and  Cossimbuzar  and 
even  ordered  down  two  lacks  of  rupees  from  the  former.    And  here  we  cannot 
but  observe  that  your  diverting  the  funds  destined  for  the  investment  to  the 
support  of  the  war  was  distressing  us  in  our  most  essential  Interest. 

17.  We  observe  with  pleasure  that  Mr.  De  La  Porte  has  been  sent  to 
make  the  tour  of  the  aunings  and  hope  the  experience  he  will  thereby  acquire 

will  qualify  him  to  be  of  service  to  us  under  the  Export 

Lre.    from    26th    Warehouse  Keeper  at  the  Presidency  ;  and  as  the  knowledge 
"N"ovr   1764  Para  31  .  . 


.  . 

Cons    30th  Octr        °^  t^ie  vari°us  manufacturers  is  so  essensial  a  qualification 

in  all  our  servants,  we  direct  that  all  of  them  above  the 
station  of  writers  be  ordered  to  attend  the  cottah  in  rotation. 

18.  We  recommend  It  to  you  as  an  object  worth  your  earnest  attention 
to  turn  the  channel  of  the  investment  as  much  as  you  can  into  our  own  pro- 
vinces which  will  make  our  money  circulate  within  ourselves  and  return  to 
us  in  our  revenues. 

19.  We  wrote  you  very  fully  last  year  on  the  subject  of  the  complaints 
made  here  by  the  Dutch  on  the  obstructions  they  had  met  with  in  their  opium 
trade  of  which  we  expect  a  particular  account  from  you.    Your  Consultations 
mention  an  agreement  between  the  Dutch  and  you  respecting  this  trade,  copy 
of  which  ought  to  have  stood  on  your  registers  and  in  similar  cases  must  not 
be  neglected  in  future.    We  have  only  to  add  that  you  should  early  in  the 
year  order  the  quantity  of  opium  you  may  require  for  the  Company,  and  till 
that  is  provided,  no  purchases  are  to  be  made  by  our  servants  on  their  private 
account. 

Fourthly  concerning  the  country  government,  European  powers  and  the 

trade  of  India 

20.  We  are  very  glad  you  have  had  no  disputes  of  a  publick  nature  with 
the  Dutch.    As  all  foreign  nations  will  be  jealous  of  our  growing  power,  you 
should  take  great  care  not  to  encroach  on  their  rights  or  give  them  just  cause 
of  offence.    At  the  same  time  the  like  attention  must  be  had  to  the  just  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Company  in  any  of  your  transactions  with  their  represen- 
tatives, observing  however,  all  the  moderation  that  is  due  to  the  friendship 
at  present  subsisting  between  our  respective  sovereigns, 
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21.  What  further  relates  to  this  head,  will  be  taken  notice  of  in  our 
letter  to  you  upon  the  business  of  the  Separate  Department. 

Fifthly  of  fortifications,  buildings  and  revenues 

22.  Captain    Fleming    Martin's    account    of    the    fortifications    at    your 
Presidency  in  his  letter  of  the  26th  November  1764  alarms  us  much,  and  we 

^ 

are  surprised  such  a  letter  should  have  passed  through  your  hands  without 
any  observations  thereon,  and  until  we  receive  such  remarks,  can  only  make 
this  general  observation — that  such  errors  as  may  have  been  committed  in 
the  original  plan  cannot  now  be  altered.  We  must  depend  upon  your  attention 
to  remedy  any  apparent  defects  in  the  present  works  and  particularly  to  guard 
against  the  encroachment  of  the  River,  and  you  arc  not  to  suffer  our  Engineer 
to  proceed  on  any  thing  material  without  your  express  approbation,  and  your 
reasons  for  such  approbation. 

23.  With  respect  to  Captain  Martin's  request  for  having  the  rank   of 
Major  and  the  office  of  Superintendant  of  making  Bricks,  acquaint  him  that  he 
must  remain  contented  with  the  agreement  he  made  with  us  on  his  first 
appointment,  which  we  then  thought,  as  we  do  now,  a  very  handsome  provision 
for  him. 

24.  Having  received  a  letter  from  the  said  Captain  Martin  dated  the  1st 
December  1764,  which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  laid  before  you,  and 
being  a  very  extraordinary  one,  we  send  you  a  copy  of  it  for  your  information 
and  to  send  us  the  necessary  observations  thereon.    And  we  think  it  here 
proper  to  lay  down  as  an  invariable  rule,  that  whatever  remarks  any  of  our 
servants  may  have  to  make  on  the  Company's  affairs  they  be  first  addressed  to 
the  Governor  and  Council,  that  at  the  same  time  we  may  have  your  sentiments 
and  remarks  upon  them. 

25.  In  confidence  that  your  recommendation  of  Captain  Anthony  Policr 
to  be  our  head  engineer  at  your  settlement  in  case  of  a  vacancy  is  founded  on 

L  the  most  ample  proof  of  his  abilities  for  so  important  an 

Novre"l7640para!36.    undertaking'  we  leave  it  to  you  if  Captain  Martin  declines 

our  service  upon  the  terms  we  agreed  upon  with  him  when 
he  went  out,  to  appoint  Captain  Polier  our  Chief  Engineer  in  his  room,  and 
in  such  case  Captain  Martin  must  be  sent  to  England  by  the  first  conveyance. 

26.  In  your  Consultation  of  the  9th  February  1764  you  mention  Captain 
Lewis  Felix  Du  Gloss  who  came  with  the  detachment  from  Bombay  being 
entertained  as  a  Captain  Engineer.    But  his  appointment  not  appearing  cither 
in^any  of  your  letters  or  lists  of  that  corps,  we  cannot  avoid  reminding  you  of 
this^instance  of  irregularity;  and  you  are  to  give  us  your  reasons  in  a  verv 
particular  manner  for  this  appointment. 

27.  We  find  by  your  Consultation  of  the  23rd  July  1764  that  you  have 
taken  Mr.  John  Fortnom  into  the  service  as  a  Civil  Architect  and  soon  after 
his  arrival,  doubled  his  pay.    The  office  appears  necessary  but  we  do   not 
approve^  of  doubling  his  pay  before  his  services  could  have  merited  it.    You 
are  to  give  us  your  reasons  for  so  doing,  and  we  lay  it  down  as  a  rule  that  you 
are  to  make  no  extraordinary  allowances  without  our  consent. 
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28.  As  we  disapprove  of  the  office  of  Super Intendant  of  the  Bricks,  we 

therefore  direct  on  the  receipt  of  this  that  you  abolish  it 
1764°nS'  L  °%  ^is  Branch  we  would  have  fall  within  the  duty  of  the 

Committee  of  Works ;  and  our  engineer  and  his  assistants 
must  see  that  the  Company  are  well  served. 

29.  We  would  have  you  postpone  building  the  church  at  your  Presidency 

till  the  accommodation  for  the  servants,  barracks  for  the 
Cons.    12th   Novr.     nf-\  j-  -,  i  i     -i  T  r 

1764  soldiers     and     every     other     building     of     consequence    is 

compleated. 

30.  We  do  not  conceive  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  new  council  room, 
as  the  new  buildings  in  the  Fort,  where  all  the  Company's  business  is  to  be 

carried  on  must  soon  be  built.    The  objection  vou  make  to 
Cons.    25th    Octr.     +1  r        •       -L    •  •  "   i  ^  T  t 

1764  the  present  room  tor  its  being  contiguous  to  the  pubhck 

offices  appears  very  singular,  as  in  our  opinion  it  should  be 
in  the  centre  of  the  offices,  that  recourse  mav  be  had  to  the  papers  more 

J-1  ;  L      L 

readily. 

31.  As  we  do  not  think  you  have  given  sufficient  reasons  for  making  the 
new  post  of  Surveyor  of  the  Publick  Roads  with  the  salary  annexed  of  rupees 

180  per  month,  we  therefore  direct  that  Mr.  William  Altham 
N°Vr'  ke  no  longer  continued  in  that  employ  and  that  the  said 
post  be  abolished  until  the  utility  thereof  more  fully 
appears.  Nor  is  a  free  merchant  at  any  time  to  be  taken  into  the  Company's 
pay  unless  there  be  the  most  evident  necessity  for  so  doing. 

32.  Although  we  would  ever  be  thought  to  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
merit  of  those  who  have  bravely  suffered  in  our  service,  yet  wre  do  not  approve 
of  your  erecting  any  monuments  or  memorials  of  such  without  first  having 
transmitted  us  an  estimate  of  the  expence  thereof  and  obtained  our  leave 
for  that  purpose.    And  here  we  must  express  our  surprize  that  you  took 
such  a  measure  in  regard  to  the  monuments  you  ordered  on  the  18th  June  and 
10th  September  1764  to  be  put  up  for  Admiral  Watson,  the  sufferers  at  Patna, 
and  Major  Adams,  and  direct  that  you  send  us  plans  and  inscriptions  thereof 
with  an  account  of  the  expence  incurred  thereby. 

33.  We  observe  in  your  Consultation  of  the  12th  March  1754  another  house 

j 

bought  for  the  Nabob  ;  we  expect  you  give  us  your  reasons  for  this  extra- 
ordinary expence,  and  direct  that  you  buy  no  more  houses  for  the  Company 
as  we  suppose  the  buildings  in  the  New  Fort  will  soon  be  ready. 

34.  The  following  observations  have  occurred  to  us  from  the  perusal  of 
your  Consultations  and  the  several  accounts  relative  to  our  revenues. 

35.  By  the  cash  account  of  the  Burdwan  province  from  June  1762  to  June 
1763,  it  appears  that  the  cutcherry  receipts  for  that  period  were  sicca  rupees 
44,70,324-10-0.    By  Consultation  4th  May  1762,  it  should  appear,  that  our  ser- 
vants did  not  interfere  in  the  collection  of  the  Rajah's1  own  estate,  which  by  the 
account  then  given  in,  is  rated  at  rupees  5,73,142.    If  we  err  in  this  statement, 
it  is  from  your  manner  of  representing  it :  if  not,  then  the  sum  total  collected  in 
one  year  was  50,43,466-13-10  besides  1,46,000  be  gas  of  land  reserved  for  the 
support  of  twenty  nine  thousand  servants. 
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Of  the  above  sum  there  were  paid  into  our  treasury  36,09,524-7-10. 

Other  disbursements  were:  — 

Rupees 

An  interest  bond        35,500-  0-  0 

Charity            2,500-  0-  0 

* 

Rajah's  troops         3,95,363-12-  0 

Rajah's  expences 2,45,207-  1-  5 

Banians  wages 30,697-  4-  0 

Charges  general 15,038-  6-10 

Charges  Residency 53,227-  0-  0 

Roads  and  bridecs 37,756-  0-  0 

O  ' 


8,15,439-  7-15   [sic] 

Balance  in  the  cutcherry 45,360-14-  5 

Rajah's  estate  collected  by  his  own  servants    .     .    5,73,142-  0-  0 


Rupees  50,43,466-13-10 
In  the  following  year  the  receipts  under  the  same 

head  are  48,95,475-14-  4 

Of  which  the  Company  receive 34,73,301-  3-10 

Disbursements       14,22,174-10-14 


Rupees  48,95,475-14-  4 

From  this  it  evidently  appears  there  are  fourteen  to  fifteen  lacks  of  rupees 
collected  annually  more  than  the  Company  receive,  which  has  led  us  to  remark 
on  the  several  disbursments, 

36.  In  Consultation  of  the  23rd  May  1761,  Mr.  Simmer  is  directed  to  pay 
the  arrears  of  the  Rajah's  troops  and  to  discharge  all  but  a  proper  retinue  ; 
yet  in  1763,  the  charge  for  troops  retained  is  more  than  a  lack  of  rupees.    We 
desire  to  know  why  the  order  for  the  reduction  of  the  troops  was  not  complied 
with,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  this  expence  was  not  entirely  struck  off  and  the 
province  defended  by  our  own  troops. 

37.  The  charge  for  the  Rajah's  own  expences  for  1762  is  rupees  2,18,657-5-0 
and  in  1763  is  rupees  2,61,269-0-0  which  as  far  as  we  can  understand  is  exclusive 
of  the  income  of  his  own  estate  valued  at  rupees  5,73,142-0-0. 

38.  Though  a  due  regard  should  be  had  to  any  agreement  which  might 
have  been  made  with  the  Nabob,  or  with  the  Rajah,  respecting  his  support 
and  authority  in  the  province  at  the  time  it  was  assigned  over  to  us,  yet  we 
think  if  he  has  really  such  an  allowance  made  him  exclusive  of  the  income 
of  his  own  estate,  it  is  too  great  a  burthen  on  the  province.    And  with  this 
evidence  before  you,  we  cannot  think  you  considered  our  interest  in  accepting 
thirty  four  lacks  for  the  year,  neither  do  we  see  cause  for  any  such  agreement, 
observing  our  servants  have  had  the  collections  of  the  province  entirely  under 
their  management ;  but    if  for  the  reputation  of  our  government,  it  is  found 
necessary  to  maintain  the  Rajah  in  his  dignity,  it  must  be  done  at  less  expence, 
and  the  excess  of  the  military  expences  and  of  the  Rajah's  own  expences  must 
in  your  future  agreement  be  deducted  from  the  disbursments  and  added  to 
our  revenues. 
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39.  We  shall  remark  on  the  great  charge  of  the  Residency  in  another 
place,  and  shall  here  observe,  that  after  having  ascertained  the  value  of  the 
province,  we  see  no  reason  for  continuing  the  Residency  there,  as  the  revenues 
may  be  as  well  attended  to  by  the  Board  at  the  Presidency, 

40.  By  your  Consultation  of  the  20th  September  1764,  we  observe  upwards 
of  six  lacks  of  rupees  have  fallen  coss2,  by  which  we  understand  that  being 
rated  too  high,  the  zemindars  have  returned  them  on  your  hands,  whereby 
it  appears  Mr.  Johnstone  had  stretched  them  beyond  their  real  value,  nearly 
as  far  as  he  exceeded  Mr.  Sumner's  estimation.    We  hope  no  loss  is  to  arise 
hereon  to  the  Company  and  must  observe  to  you  that  keeping  lands  in  your 
own  hands  is  multiplying  business,  is  liable  to  abuse,  and  implies  too  much 
severity  in  our  Government. 

41.  We  observe  in  your  above  mentioned  Consultation,  a  demand  on  the 
Rajah  for  debts  due  by  him  to  several  bankers  and  others  to  the  amount  of 
forty  three  lacks  of  rupees.    As  the  Rajah  has  had  his  own  estate  in  his 
hands,  he  ought  from  thence  to  have  satisfied  his  debts.    You  are  neither 
to  protect  these  claimants,  nor  permit  the  Company  to  suffer  in  their  revenues 
to  satisfy  their  demands. 

42.  You  did  very  well  to  have  an  eye  to  defence  in  the  construction  of 
the  factory  buildings  at  Burdwan. 

43.  We  have  reserved  for  the  last  remark  on  this  province,  the  extra- 
ordinary expence  of  the  Residency,  of  \vhich  we  never  had  any  particulars,  till 
the  last  Burdwan  cash  account  received  by  the  Vansittart,  which  was  forwarded 
by  the  Secretary  after  the  General  Letter  was  closed,  and  explains  it  to  consist 
of  the  following  gratifications  to  our  servants. 

The  Chief  3000  rupees  per  month. 

Second  1500  do. 

Third  1300  clo. 

The  military  officer  500  do. 

forming  altogether  an  expence  of  rupees  75,000  per  annum,  [sic]  The  making  our 
servants  dependent  on  the  Rajah  for  their  allowances,  is  in  itself  a  dishonour 
to  and  quite  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  our  service,  nor  can  we  look 
on  it  in  any  other  light  than  depriving  the  Company  of  a  great  sum  from 
their  revenues,  for  if  the  Rajah  had  not  paid  this  vast  sum  to  our  servants, 
he  might  and  ought  to  have  paid  so  much  addition  to  the  annual  revenue 
for  his  province.  We  therefore  order  that  such  of  the  Company's  servants 
who  have  been  employed  in  that  station  since  the  province  was  first  made  over 
to  the  Company,  shall  pay  into  our  treasury  whatever  they  have  received  from 
the  Rajah,  and  shall  be  allowed  for  the  time  past  at  the  following  rates  per 
annum. 

The  Chief  ...  ...    Rupees  6000;  „    , 

Second  1500^      &*  all  charges  and 

Third  1000.       exPences  whatever 

which  are  to  be  the  future  allowances  to  the  servants  who  it  may  be  found 
necessary  to  employ  on  that  service.  If  any  of  the  servants  refuse  to  refund 
what  we  deem  so  unjustly  obtained,  we  order  you  to  dismiss  them  our  service 
and  they  must  be  sent  to  England  to  answer  for  their  conduct  to  us. 
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44.  As  we  would  have  the  military  officers  totally  dependent  on  you,  so 
we  shall  only  express  that  we  think  the  charge  of  rupees  500-0-0  a  month 
exorbitant,  as  the  Company's  usual  allowance  would  have  heen  sufficient. 

45.  Looking  upon  the  Chittagong  province  to  have  peculiar  advantages 
arising  from  a  great  extent  of  sea  coast,  from  being  so  detached  from  the 
other  Bengal  provinces,  and  having  such  strong  natural  barriers,  we  therefore 
recommend  it  to  be  a  favourite  object  of  your  attention,  and  that  you  establish 
its  future  prosperity  on  the  most  durable  foundation.     Mr.  Verelst,  his  state 
of  the  revenues  in  1761  tracing  them  from  the  assul  jiimma,  or  original  rent, 
through  all  its  progressions,  is  very  methodical  and  judicious,  and  we  hope 
by  his  endeavours  to  discover  other  sources  which  should  properly  fall  into 
the  publick  revenue.     Of  this  kind  is  the  inheritance  of  the  property  of  persons 
dying  without  heirs  beyond  a  certain  degree,  which  law  we  understand  to 
be  in  force  under  the  country  government,  but  not  knowing  what  limitation 
it  is  subject  to,  we  give  this  hint  for  your  enquiry. 

46.  Although  the  increase  of  the  revenue  of  this  province  is  very  agree- 
able to  us,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done  before  we  can  be  assured  that  we  draw 
all  the  advantages  of  which  it  is  capable,  and  therefore  direct  you  to  cause 
an  actual  survey  to  be  taken  of  the  whole  province,  that  we  may  know  what 
is  cultivated,  what  waste,  what  pays  taxes,  what  free  and  how   the  whole 
is  disposed  of.    And  as  nature  has  marked  out  such  strong  barriers,  it  is  not 
for  our  interest  to  break  through  them  as  in  the  case  of  the  fruitless  Meckley 
expedition.3    We  expect  you  should  give  us  your  sentiments  whether  it  is  for 
the  interest  of  the  Company  to  continue  the  zemindars,  or  to  have  the  rents 
collected  by  our  servants  as  is  practised  in  the  Calcutta  lands. 

47.  Though  we  forbad  the  building  of  a  fort,  yet  in  the  plan  for  the 
factory  buildings,  you  should  have  a  view  both  to  present  defence  and  to  what 
may  be  hereafter  done,  if  we  should  be  inclined  to  enlarge  this  plan  ;  but  no 
further  expence  is  to  be  incurred  without  our  express  permission. 

48.  From  the  cheapness  of  provisions,  we  should  judge  manufactures  may 
be  carried  on  to  great  advantage,  therefore  our  servants  in  this  province  should 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  general  instruction  we  have  given  to  turn  the 
channel  of  our  investment  so  much  as  can  be  into  our  own  provinces,  and 
as  the  articles  provided  for  the  Company's  investment  bear  a  small  proportioi. 
to  the  whole  trade,  so  you  must  take  care  to  levy  such  duties  as  the  trade  will 
afford.    From  your   accounts  we  cannot  discover  that  any  duties  whatever 
have  been  levied  on  exports  or  imports  whi'ch  we  think  a  very  great  inattention 
to  our  interest,  and  direct  that  you  immediately  establish  such  customs  as 
you  think  the  trade  will  bear,  that  you  be  very  full  in  your  information  on 
this  subject  that  we  may  come  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  trade 
carried  on  there,  and  that  we  may  see  we  have  justice  done  us  in  collecting 
the  duties  thereon ;  and  for  this  purpose  you  must  send  us  an  account  of  the 
annual  exports  and  imports  of  this  province,  which  must  make  a  number  in 
your  packet. 

49.  Mr.  Plaisted4  in  his  second  survey  to  the  southward  of  Chittagong, 
discovered  a  harbour  for  shipping,  of  which  he  sent  a  plan,  and  in  his  letter 
of  the  1st  June  1761,  he  writes  he  was  to  make  another  survey,  but  from  that 
time  no  mention  is  made  of  it,    We  would  have  the  survey  made  as  correct 
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as  possible  and  direct  you  to  send  us  all  the  information  you  can  and  your 
opinion  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  it,  and  here  we  must  caution  you  to  keep 
this  knowledge  of  the  Chittagong  River5  as  confined  as  you  can,  that  foreign 
nations  may  not  be  acquainted  with  it. 

50.  Notwithstanding    we    forbad    the    construction    of    docks    and    the 
establishment  of  a  marine  yard  on  the  Company's  account  from  an  apprehension 
that  the  advantages  would  not  be  adequate  to  the  expence,  yet  we  would  have 
private  undertakings  of  the  kind  encouraged  as  we  would  promote  every  thing 
that  can  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  hereafter 
when  the  expected    increase  of  the    revenue  may    have  taken  place,    such 
undertakings  may  possibly  be  thought  of. 

51.  As  the  cutcherry  charges  form  a  very  considerable  deduction  from 
the  revenue,  we  expect  you  send  us  the  particulars  of  this  disbursment. 

52.  We  are  well  pleased  with  the  increase  of  the  revenues  of  the  province 
of  Midnapore,  but  are  anxious  to  know  the  result  of  your  deliberations  on  Mr, 
Anselm  Beaumont's  proposal  to  abolish  the  zemindars  and  collect  the  revenues 
by  our  own  servants.    We  know  not  what  particular  local  circumstances  may 
attend  each  province,  but  it  is  our  general  idea,  that  whenever  you  think 
you  have  nearly  ascertained  the  value  of  the  lands,  it  will  be  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Company  to  farm  them  out  to  substantial  men.    What  further  improve- 
ments can  be  made  must   arise  from  the  cultivation  of  waste   lands,   and 
the  increase  of  the  manufacture  of  each  province.    We  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  accounts  received  from  this  province,  they  are  by  no  means  so  full  and 
satisfactory  as  those  of  Burdwan. 

53.  There  is  no  account  even  of  the  zemindars  who  hold  the  lands.    The 
servants  at  Midnapore  have  or  ought  to  have  regular  books  wherein   each 
zemindar  is  debited  for    his    agreement,    credited  for  what    paid,   and  the 
balance  stated  at  the  close  of  the  year,  but  no  such  account  appears  to  have 
been  transmitted  to  the  Presidency,  and  without  it  we  do  not  see  how  they 
could  form  a  true  judgment  of  the  value  of  the  province  and  the  conduct 
of  our  servants. 

54.  Much  remains  vet  to  be  done  before  we  can  be  convinced  that  we 

* 

receive  the  full  value  of  the  revenues  of  this  province,  therefore  we  direct 
you  to  be  very  full  in  your  information  on  this  subject,  and  you  must  send 
us  a  plan  of  the  Bengal  frontier  towards  Orixa,  with  your  opinion  of  the  best 
means  of  preventing  invasions  on  that  side. 

55.  We  make  die  same  objections  to  the  two  and  an  half  per  cent  taken 
by  our  servants  from  the  zemindary  of  this  province  as  to  what  taken  by 
our  servants  at  Burdwan.    We  understand  no  distinction  of  allowances  by 
us,  or  by  the  Rajah,  and  will  also  have  all  that  our  servants  have  received 
in  this  province  as  well  as  at  Burdwan,  paid  into  our  treasury,  and  they  are 
to  receive  for  the  time  past  on  the  footing  of  the  Malda  servants  namely 
rupees  2000  per  annum  to  the  Chief,  at  which  rate  you  are  to  regulate  it  in 
future,  and  if  they  refuse  to  comply  with  this  order,  you  are  to  dismiss  them 
our  service  and  to  send  them  home  to  answer  for  their  conduct  to  us. 

56.  We  have  already  approved  of  the  method  you  took  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  Calcutta  lands.    You  write  us  it  has  encreased  the  revenue,  but 
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we  cannot  trace  the  annual  produce  for  want  of  a  general  statement  which 
may  present  the  several  purgunnahs  under  one  view.  This  you  must  there- 
fore send  us,  as  also  a  general  statement  of  the  revenues  of  every  province 
made  up  at  the  annual  poonah,  which  may  exhibit  at  one  view,  the  receipts, 
disbursments  and  clear  revenue  paid  into  the  treasury,  which  should  make  a 
number  in  your  packet. 

57.  In     your     letter     of     the     21st     January     1762     paragraph     8,     you 
mentioned  an  agreement  proposed  for  letting  the  Corry  Jury  lands  for  a  long 
term  at  a  small  rent  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  them.     This  plan  seems 
afterwards  set  aside,  but  we  do  not  find  you  have  substituted  any  other  measure 
in  lieu  thereof.    The  object  is  an  important  one,  and  if  you  have  not  already 
clone  it,  we  direct  you  seriously  to  attend  to  the  improvement  of  these  lands 
and  to  inform  us  minutely  of  every  step  you  take  therein. 

58.  We  shall  suspend  our  judgment  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Assay 
Master  for  regulating  the  mint  until  we  receive  your  further  opinion  on  that 

Lres  from  ^6  subject.  We  observe  that  he  proposes  to  refine  the  silver 
Novr.  '  1764  Paras.  after  tne  European  manner,  by  which  he  assures,  that  a 
79,  SO,  81.  6  Feby.  saving  will  be  made  to  the  merchant  of  one  per  cent ;  if  so, 
1/6^,  paia  36.  ^^  met]loc[  js  undoubtedly  to  be  preferred,  but  this  as  well 

as  some  other  alterations  proposed  must  be  left  to  the  proofs  which  time  may 
produce.  It  does  not  appear  what  the  charge  of  refining  amounts  to,  nor  what 

the  charge  of  allay  [alloy]  in  cases  where  the  silver  is  finer 

NoSnS]  7641  &  22 1st  than  die  Pr°P°se<i  standard,  a  very  particular  account  of 
Jan.  1765.  which  should  have  been  given,  and  you  must  not  fail  to  do 

so  in  your  next  advices,  as  well  as  the  duties  on  coinage  and 
all  other  charges  attending  a  parcel  of  bullion  brought  to  the  mint  to  be 
coined,  from  the  time  It  enters  the  mint  as  bullion  until  it  be  issued  as  specie. 

59.  In  the  second  article  of  the  mint  regulations,  a  method  is  proposed 
for  registering  the  bullion  in  the  assay  office  when  brought  to  be  coined, 
and  a  time  is  limited  for  issuing  it  in  coin ;  to  this  article  it  is  proper  to  add, 
that  those  who  bring  and  register  their  bullion  first,  shall  have  their  coin 
delivered  first  and  that  no  other  preference  be  given. 

60.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  coins  be  carefully  kept  up  to  their 
proper  standard,  and  as  there  is  no  other  check  in  this  very  essential  part  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  the  Assay  and  Mint  Master,  but  the  trial  which  the  samples 
or  musters  of  coins  sent  over  to  us  undergo  at  the  Tower6,  it  is  therefore  very 
obvious,  that  unless  those  samples  be  very  faithfully  and  impartially  taken, 
a  fair  judgment  cannot  be  made  ;  you  should  therefore  make  this  an  object 
of  your  attention  and  establish  some  method  that  may  answer  the  proposed 
end.    The  best  which  occurs  to  us  is  that  (not  trusting  to  inferiors),  you  do 
yourselves  at  unstated  times  take  indiscriminately  from  any  parcel  of  rupees 
coined  in  the  course  of  the  year,  the  samples  to  be  sent  home. 

61.  In  considering  this  subject  we  have  been  led  to  some  thoughts  on 
the  state  of  the  specie  in  Bengal,  and  what  strikes  us  the  most  is  the  very 
injurious  custom  of  reducing  annually  the  batta  of  a  sicca  rupee?  until  it  sinks 
to  a  certain  value  considerably  less  than  that  at  which  it  issues  from  the  mint ; 
whatever  may  have  given  rise  and  continuance  to  this  usage;  it  certainly  must 
be  productive  of  great  inconvenience  to  trade  in  general,  and  consequently 
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you  would  do  well  if  by  your  influence  in  the  government  of  the  province, 
you  could  procure  the  total  abolition  of  that  custom  or  some  better  regulation 
in  that  respect.  We  are  not  perhaps  sufficiency  masters  of  the  subject  to  see 
all  the  difficulties  and,  it  may  be,  improperiety  of  such  an  attempt,  and  there- 
fore we  do  not  enjoin  it  otherwise  than  an  object  worthy  of  your  attention  ; 
but  wiiether  you  take  any  steps  to  that  end  or  not,  we  would  have  you  give 
us  your  thoughts  on  the  subject  very  fully,  explaining  to  us  the  cause  of  such. 
an  annual  decrease  in  value,  and  whether  anv  and  what  remedy  can  be  best 

j  * 

applied. 

62.  It  appears  by  your  treasury  books  that  sice  a  rupees  thus  reduced  in 
value  are  sometimes  recoined  in  our  mint,  which  is  attended  (as  you  say  in 
your  letter  of  the  12th  November  1761)  with  a  charge  of  two  and  a  quarter 
per  cent,  but  it  does  not  appear  whether  it  is  the  constant  practice  to  do  so  ; 
you  will  therefore  explain  this  to  us,  in  the  mean  time  wre  must  suppose  it  is, 
for  since  the  difference  in  value  between  sunnauts  and  siccas  is  as  we  understand 
generally,  greater  than  that,  all  sunnauts  which  come  into  our  treasury  (and  if 
our  revenues  be  paid  chiefly  in  that  specie,  the  sum  must  be  considerable) 
should  be  recoined  and  issued  as  siccas.    The  profit  arising  on  the  sunnauts 
you  recoin  and  on  some  other  articles  is,  we  remark,  in  your  treasury  books 
carried  every  month  to  profit  and  loss,  which  is  an  improper  entry.    The  head 
of  profit  and  loss  should  be  used  only  for  the  close  of  annual  accounts,  or 
for  such  accidental  entries  as  are  not  worth  the  trouble  of  a  new  head,  not 
for  a  regular  monthly  entry.    In  the  case  before  us,  the  head  of  batta  seems 
a  proper  one  ;  that  or  any  other  that  may  appear  to  you  more  applicable  to 
the  subject  must  therefore  be  opened  on  your  books  and  cleared  at  their  close 
by  profit  and  loss.    We  must  here  also  take  notice  of  the  custom  of  using 
India  words  in  your  books,  whereby  many  articles  are  rendered  unintelligible 
to  us.    You  must  in  future  avoid  that  practice,  or  whenever   you   find  it 
more  convenient  to  use  them,  always  add  in  English  their  signification  in  a 
parenthesis. 

Sixthly  and  seventhly  of  covenant  and  military  servants  and  accounts 

63.  We  have  considered  the  difficulties  you  were  under  with  respect  to 

Mr.  Johns  tone's  returning  to  his  station  at  Burdwan,  and 

Lre.  Jrom    26th    direct  in  future,  when  the  post  to  be  filled  by  any  person 

Noyr.  l  /64  Paras  4.    rcstorcc[  to  our  service  is  not  expressed  in  our  orders  from 

&  °-  -,  i-ii  i  • 

hence  ;  that  in  such  case  the  servant  so  restored  is  to  remain 

in  his  rank  at  the  Presidency  and  wait  until  some  post  suitable  to  it  falls 
vacant. 

64.  Whenever  you  think  it  really  necessary  to  have  a  Resident  at  the 
Durbar,  we  direct  you  to  choose  him,  not  by  seniority  in  the  service,  but  by  an 

*  *  *  ^ 

established  character  for  integrity,  abilities  and  a  knowledge  of  the  country 
language.  We  understand  he  is  to  be  the  sole  agent  for  transacting  all  business 
at  the  Durbar,  and  direct  the  copy  of  his  correspondence  with  the  Nabob  or  his 
officers,  with  the  Presidency  and  chiefs  of  the  subordinates,  officers  of  the 
army  or  civil  servants  on  publick  affairs,  be  transmitted  to  us  annually  in 
duplicate.  We  think  his  allowance  extremely  high  as  also  that  of  his  assistants, 
which  you  are  therefore  to  reconsider ;  and  as  we  leave  the  nomination  of  this 
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officer  to  you,  it  behoves  you  to  have  a  constant  eye  to  his  behaviour,  as  we 
shall  deem  you  in  a  particular  manner  responsible  to  us  for  his  conduct. 

65.  We  are  much  satisfied  with  Mr.  Harwell's  assiduity  in  bringing  up 
the  General  Books,  but  shall  continue  to  think  you  remiss  in  this  important 
iuty  till  you  send  us  the  books  brought  up  to  the  April  preceding  the  dispatch 
of  the  ships.    We  shall  send  you  our  remarks  on  those  come  home  by  a  future 
conveyance. 

66.  We  are  very  sensible  of  Mr.  Harwell's  merit  and  we  shall  leave  it 

to   you   to    give   him    all   the   encouragement   our    service 

Lre.  from  6th  Fe-    will  consistently  admit  of.    The  like  we  would  have  done 

brv.  1765  paras  24    ^.^  rcspect  ^  Mr>  john  Graham,   who  has  behaved  so 

much  to  your   satisfication   during  the   time   he   acted  in 
the  capacity  of  Secretary. 

67.  Although  the  establishing  relays  between  your  Presidency  and  the 
Coast  of  Choromandel  may  be  a  necessary  measure,  yet  we  think  the  allowance 
of  six  rupees  a  day  each  for  three  residents  is  a  very  heavy  expcncc  ;  and  we 
direct  you  to  let  us  know  why  the  Company's  servants  were  not  employed 
on  these  stations,  which  we  expect  to  be  done,  unless  you  give  us  very  good 

reasons  to  the  contrary. 

«< 

68.  As  in  the  course  of  our  late  inspection  of  the  letters  and  books  of 
Consultations  from  your  Presidency,  we  find  several  matters  of  consequence 
mentioned  in  the  latter,  without  the  least  notice  being  taken  thereof  in  the 
former,  we  cannot  avoid  making  this  observation  upon  so  great  an  inattention. 
And  we  hereby  direct  that  in  future  you  be  particularly  careful  that  every 
circumstance  of  a  material  nature  which  appears  either  in  your  General  or 
Separate  Consultations,  be  likewise  taken  up  in  a  proper  manner  in  your  General 
Letters. 

69.  In  the  operations  of  the  two  last  campaigns,  it  occurs  to  remark  that 
great  and  important  affairs  either  of  alliance,  possession  of  country  or  collection 
of  revenues  have  fallen  under  the  management  of  the  commanding  officer  but 
arc  branches  of  our  civil  interest.    We  think  it  necessary  and  direct,  that  the 
commanding  officer  of  the    army  shall    always  be    accompanied    by  a  civil 
servant  in  the  character  of  a  field  deputy.    You  will  readily  perceive  from  these 
outlines  what  it  is  we  intend.    We  expect  the  instruction  you  shall  give  will 
be  conformable  thereto.    This  is  not  meant  to  take  place  when  Lord  Clivc 
takes  the  field,  because  we  place  the  utmost  confidence  in  him  both  in  his 
civil  and  military  capacity. 

70.  At  the  same  time  that  we  arc  pleased  to  sec  you  have  entered  into  an 
examination  of  the  military  field  cxpences  and  made  several  regulations  which 
we  approve,  we  cannot  but  express  our  surprize  that  this  had  not  been  done 
before,  which  would  have  proved  a  great  saving. 

71.  We  by  no  means  approve  of  the  allowance  of  four  thousand  rupees 
per  month  for  the  field  expences  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.    The  example 

you  took  of  the  allowance  made  to  Colonel  Coote  never  had 
!764.nS'  9th  JUly  °ur  aPPr°kation,  and  we  therefore  direct  that  you  conform 

as  near  as  you  can  to  the  Fort  St.  George  establishment 
herein,  which  is,  for  the  table  and  other  field  expences  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  during  his  being  in  the  field,  ten  pagodas  per  diem  and  twenty  five  to 
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thirty  coolies  for  his  baggage.  We  do  not  mean  to  limit  the  expence  when 
Lord  Clive  takes  the  field  as  Commander  in  Chief,  having  left  in  general 
terms  that  his  Lordship  is  to  be  allowed  his  field  expences. 

72.  We  are  surprized  at  the  excess  of  600  bullocks  in  one  month's  artillery 
charge,  and  that  you  should  have  passed  it  so  slightly  over.    We  apprehend  the 
fault  lay  in  the  Commissary's  neglect  to  controul  the  contractor  and  reporting 
the  fraud  to  you  as  soon  as  he  discovered  it.    We  direct  you  to  have  a  retrospect 
thereto  and  to  obtain  redress  for  such  a  gross  imposition.    We  remark  in  your 
Consultation  31st  May  1764,  the  censure  you  passed  on  Mr.  Parker  Hatley 
and  for  that  and  his  other  behaviour  during  the  time  he  was  contractor  to  the 
army,  we  order  you  to  dismiss  him  our  service,  but  before  he  embarks,  bring 
him  to  a  strict  account  and  make  him  make  good  whatever  frauds  or  abuse 
he  may  have  committed  in  his  contracts  with  the  Company.    But  should  he 
have  left  your  settlement  before  this  order  arrives,  you  are  to  transmit  to  us 
full  and    particular    accounts  of  his  said    transactions,  together    with  every 
necessary  information  all  authenticated  in  such  a  manner,  that  we  may  be 
fully  enabled  to  proceed  against  him  here  in  a  legal  way,  to  recover  the  amount 
of  what  it  shall  appear  he  has  defrauded  the  Company  of. 

73.  We  hope  Lord  Clive  with  your  assistance  effected  the  reduction  of  the 
double  batta  and  that  you  will  model  the  whole  military  charges  in  such  a 
manner,  that  we  may  at  one  view  see  what  it  costs  to  put  the  whole  army  or 
any  part  thereof  in  motion.    Although  these  few  reflections  have  occurred  on 
looking  over  the  Commissary's  books,  yet  we  rely  on  you  to  make  the  reduction 
of  our  ruinous  military  expences  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  your  attention. 

74.  We  remark  with  pleasure  that  you  were  unanimous  in  your  opinion 
for  putting  Major  Champion7  under  the  command  of  the  Chief  of  Midnapore  ; 

the  supreme  power  being  invested  in  our  President  and 

Lre.  from  6th         Council,  they  are  to  delegate  their  authority  to  whom  they 
Febry.    1765    Para.        .  .   ,    -'       ,;  ,         6  .     ,  ,        <,  7 

33     J  think  tit  ;  they  are  the  proper  judges  who  they  are  to  trust 

with  it,  and  if  they  think  fit  to  put  a  military  officer,  be  his 
rank  what  it  will,  under  the  orders  of  a  civil  servant,  the  military  officer  must 
pay  the  same  regard  to  the  orders  of  such  civil  servant,  as  he  would  to  those  of 

the  Governor  and  Council,  and  here  we  think  proper  to 
remark  on  tne  abuse  of  that  power  by  our  late  President  and 
Council  in  calling  Mr.  Tinker  to  the  Board,  when  affairs 
no  way  relative  to  the  navy  were  to  be  debated,  particularly  in  permitting  him 
to  sign  your  Consultations  and  the  letter  to  Major  Carnac  on  his  conduct. 

75.  You  did  very  well  to  give  Captain  Pemble  a  Major's  commission  on 

the  Bengal  establishment  to  prevent  his  being  superseded 


Nover  tfGA^'PaSS      ^y    junior    officers,    but    when    he    returns    to    Bombay, 


he   is   not   to   rank   according   to   that  brevet,  but  to  his 
rank  on  that  establishment. 

76.  We  left  it  last  year  to  you  to  settle  Captain  Jennings's  request  as  much 
to  his  satisfaction  as  possible,  which  we  doubt  not  you  have  complied  with. 

77.  The    difficulties,    which  have    arisen  with    respect  to  the    ranks  of 
Lieutenant  Thorns  and  the  officers  we  sent  out  in  the  Success  and  other  ships 
of  the  same  season,  as  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  November  1764, 
paragraphs  87  and  88,  might  have  been  easily  obviated  if  a  due  attention 

Vol.  IV—  9 
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had  been  paid  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  our  directions.  Lieutenant  TulKVs 
being  promoted  by  you  to  a  lieutenancy  before  our  orders  for  that  purpose 
arrived,  we  find  has  been  the  occasion  of  this  misunderstanding,  for  we  meant 
no  more  than  that  if  Mr.  Tullie  was  an  Ensign  at  the  time  when  the  first  of 
these  officers  arrived,  he  should  take  rank  of  them,  but  not  that  they  should 
supersede  any  lieutenants  who  should  have  been  actually  appointed  by  you 
before  the  arrival  of  the  first  of  them,  they  are  therefore  to  be  ranked  upon 
your  military  list  accordingly. 

78.    An  officer  of  His  Majesty's  customs  at  Portsmouth  having  stopped 
nineteen  bukes  of  diamonds  in  July  last  as  they  were  attempted  to  be  run 

from  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Medway,  twelve  bulces  of  which 
1 8th  June     wefe  shipped  by  Messrs.  Palk,  Morse  and  Hollond,  six  by 

Samuel  Moses  and  one  by  Daniel  De  Castro,  the  greater  part 
whereof,  it  appeared  by  the  bills  of  lading,  were  to  be  delivered  at  Portsmouth 
particularly  those  shipped  by  Messrs.  Palk,  Morse  and  Hollond,  which  said 
diamonds  being  shipped  at  Fort  St.  George  without  being  registered,  or  our 
receiving  any  advices  thereof  from  our  President  and  Council,  they  became 
a  forfeiture  to  the  Company  as  unlicenced  trade  and  were  seized  accordingly 
on  their  behalf.  Mr.  Palk's  conduct  herein,  as  President,  being  by  us 
unanimously  deemed  a  direct  breach  of  orders  and  covenants  and  prejudicial 
to  the  Company  with  respect  to  their  duties,  he  has  been  severely  censured 
and  reprimanded  for  his  said  misconduct. 

79.  As  have  also  John  Hollond,  one  of  our   writers,   Nicholas   Morse, 
Samuel  Moses  and  Daniel  De  Castro,  free  merchants,  the  first  named  for  having 
in  the  said  transaction  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  orders  and  his  covenants, 
and  the  other  three  of  a  breach  of  the  covenants  they  entered  into  as  free 
merchants. 

80.  Although  we  might  instantly  have  proceeded  to  the  condemnation 
of  the  said  diamonds  as  having  been  illicitly  imported,  yet  when  we  considered 
that  by  such  a  step  we  should  deprive  innocent  men  of  their  property  which 
the  misconduct  of  President  Palk  had  subjected  to  the  penalties  of  the  law, 
which  are  not  only  a  forfeiture  of  the  diamonds  themselves  but  moreover 
double  the  value,  we  have  thought  proper  to  restore  them  to  the  proprietors 
thereof,  upon  their  payments,    however,  of  the    customary    duties  with  all 
charges  and  satisfying  the  officer  who  made  the  seizure. 

81.  In  order  the  more  effectually  to  deter  any  person  or  persons  being 
guilty  of  such  transactions  in  future,  we  have  now  enforced  the  orders  we 
sent  to  Fort  St.  George  on  the  13th  March  1761,  and  which  being  the  same  as 
were  contained  in  our  General  Letter  to  you  under  the  same  date,  the  following 
orders  are  applicable  to  both  Presidencies  and  must  be  strictly  observed  by 
you  accordingly  vizt. 

82.  We  were  very  explicit  In  the  last  orders  we  gave  you  hi  our  General 
Letter  of  the  13th  of  March  1761,  with  respect  to  the  registering  all  diamonds  to 
be  laden  on  any  ship  or  vessel  for  Europe,  but  as  the  said  orders  have  been 
in  the  instances  before  us  so  greatly  neglected  and  disobeyed,  we  think  it 
proper  here  to  enforce  them  by  directing  that  you  are  to  give  notice  in  the 
most  publick  manner  before  the  dispatch  or  departure  for  Europe  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  belonging  to  His  Majesty  or  in  the  service  of  the  Company  that  every 
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person  or  persons  who  Intend  to  send  any  diamonds,  gems  or  precious  stones 
by  such  conveyances,  do  regularly  and  truly  register  them  with  you,  which 
register  is  to  be  transmitted  to  us  by  such  ship,  vessel  or  man  of  war,  together 
with  the  necessary  advices  in  your  General  Letter  relating  thereto.  And  we 
do  hereby  declare  it  to  you  as  our  firm  resolution  and  do  accordingly  positively 
direct  that  if  any  of  our  servants  of  what  rank  or  station  soever,  shall  after 
the  receipt  hereof,  be  guilty  of  a  disobedience  of  these  orders,  they  be  imme- 
diately dismissed  the  service  and  sent  to  England  by  the  first  conveyances  that 
offer.  And  if  free  merchants  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever  residing 
under  the  Company's  protection  shall  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  them,  such 
protection  is  immediately  to  be  withdrawn,  and  such  person  or  persons  are 
in  like  manner  to  be  sent  to  England  by  the  first  conveyances  ;  and  if  any 
of  the  black  merchants  or  natives  shall  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  these  orders,  the 
Company's  protection  is  likewise  to  be  withdrawn  from  them  and  they  be 
immediately  sent  out  of  the  Company's  bounds.  We  declare  these  to  be  stand- 
ing orders  and  you  are  not  only  to  enter  them  in  the  book  kept  for  that 
purpose  but  you  are  likewise  to  make  them  known  in  as  effectual  a  manner 
as  possible  by  fixing  them  up  at  the  usual  publick  and  other  proper  places 
and  giving  such  other  informations  that  no  person  in  any  part  of  your 
Presidency  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  plead  ignorance  of  them. 

83.  Having  at  different  periods  laid  before  His  Majesty's   Ministers  a 
general  account  of  the  expences  defrayed  by  the  Company  for  the  subsistence 
of  French  prisoners  of  war  at  our  several  settlements  in  India  and  incident 
charges,  it  has  lately  been  signified  to  us  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the 
French  India   Company   required   the  particulars   of   all   such   expences   and 
that  the  same  should  be  accompanied  with  bills,  estimates  and  receipts  or 
other  authentick  vouchers  or  attested  copies  thereof. 

84.  In  consequence  of  this  we  have  delivered  to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway,  a 
collective  account  of  all  the  Company's  disbursments  for  the  maintenance  of 
French  prisoners  to  the  time  of  the  latest  advices,  in  as  full  and  particular 
a  manner  as  could  be  done  from  the  accounts  wre  have  received  from  our 
several  Presidencies,  the  whole  amounting  to  £2,60,000. 

85.  The  disbursments  of  your  Presidency  were  of  course  extracted  from 
the  accounts  you  have  sent  us,  but  we  are  sorry  to  observe  that  your  Buxey'f 
account  (received  per  Vansittart)  which  extends  to  January  1765  and  amounts 
to  current  rupees  1,74,146-2-,  comprehending  great  part  of  your  charges,  consists 
chiefly  of  general  articles  with  references  to  particulars  which  have  not  been 
sent. 

86.  This  irregularity  has  involved  us  in  difficulties  which  it  is  incumbent 
on  you  to  remove.    You  must  therefore  not  fail  to  supply  us  by, the  first 
conveyance  with  a  complete  account  In  which  all  particulars  shall  be  inserted 
and  the  same  must  be  carefully  examined  and  authenticated  in  the  best  manner 
possible,  which  account  must  also  be  continued  to  the  time  of  your  dispatches. 

87.  And  as  you  are  now  sufficiently  apprized  of  the  expediency  of  our 
being  furnished  with  vouchers  for  such  charges,  you  must  at  the  same  time 
transmit  to  us  attested  copies  of  all  bills,  estimates  and  receipts  or  other  authen- 
tick vouchers  which  you  may  be  possessed  of  or  can  obtain,  whereby  we  may 
be  enabled  to  support  the  several  articles  of  your  account. 
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88.  We  heartily  wish  for  the  sake  of  justice  for  the  good  of  the  Company 
and  for  the  relief  of  ourselves,  that  we  might  depend  on  you  our  President  and 
Council  for  the  true  characters  of  our  servants  in  respect  to  integrity,  ability 
and  assiduity  ;  for  without  some  such  competent  guide,  we  may  often  be  led 
into  error  and  surfer  some  to  rise  to  stations  for  which  they  are  unfit,  and 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  send  us  the  proper  informations  from  time  to  time 
accordingly;  and  as  this  is  more  particularly  necessary  with  respect  to  the 
taking  into  Council  those  persons  who  stand  next  in  turn  upon  the  list,  you 
are  to  be  extremely  careful  therefore  not  to  admit  any  one  into  Council  unless 
you  are  fully  satisfied  that  his  abilities,  integrity,  circumstance  and  good 
character  in  general  render  him  fit  for  so  important  a  station,  and  whatever 
person  shall  be  taken  by  you  into  Council  to  continue  as  such  provisionally 
until  you  receive  our  approbation. 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
Hy.  Crabb  Boulton  /  Geo.  Dudley  / 
Tnos.  Rous  /Cha.  Cutts  /Heny.  Savage  / 
Fredk.  Pigou  /  J.  Purling  /  John  Harri- 
son /  Rob.  Jones  /  Jos.  Du  Pre  /  Edwd. 
Wheler  /  John  Stephenson  /  Hen.  Had- 
ley  /  John  Roberts  /  Charles  Chambers  / 

London,  Trios.  Saunders  /  George  Cuming    /  E. 

24th  December  1765.  H.  Cruttenden  /  Luke  Scrafton  /  Wm. 

[Per  Lioness  via  Madras].  Webber. 
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Strictures  against  the  Council  for  being  aggressors  in  the  war  and  for 
exorbitant  demand  of  restitution  money  of  53  lakhs  from  Mir  Jafar — approve 
the  measures  for  conducting  the  war  till  battle  of  Buxar — opinion  regarding, 
the  demand  for  Ghazipur — no  justification  for  the  demand  of  army  and  navy 
for  a  portion  of  donation  money — forbid  future  stipulations  by  treaty  or 
otherwise  for  any  donation  or  gratification — views  on  inland  trade — forbid  the 
practice  of  barjat. 

OUR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  In  our  letter  by  the  ships  Falmouth  and  Harcourt  dated  the  26th  April 
last,  we  expressed  our  astonishment  at  the  report  then  current,  that  forty 
lacks  had  been  demanded  for  private  restitution,  and  ordered  you  to  detain 
whatever  was  paid  on  that  account.  We  see  but  too  much  reason  to  confirm 
that  order,  for  it  appears  to  us  a  most  flagrant  abuse  of  our  power  to  the 
oppression  of  the  Nabob  and  his  country. 
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2.  Although,  it  was  thought  fit  to  confirm  the  treaty  made  with  Jaffir  Aly 
Khan  in  1757  because  the  capture  of  the  settlement  had  involved  the  inhabitants 

in  one  general  ruin,  and  without  such  a  restitution  it  must 
Cons.  2nd  &  9th    have  SUnk  under  the  calamity,  or  it  would  have  been  the 

Juh^th  Augt  7th    work  of  many  years  to  restore  *r  to  a  nourishing  condition  ; 

'no  such  circumstances  existed  in  the  present  case,  yourselves 

aggressors  in  the  war,  and  in  a  great  measure  brought  on  by  illicit  trade,  of 

which  we  shall  give  our  sentiments  in  the  sequel.    We  fear  too  this  demand 

n        ,  -  u  s     will  be  found  for  the  most  part  an  indemnification  for  the 
Sep.  Cons.  1/th  &  .  r  ,          ,  .  ,  ,     ,-, 

29th  May.  losses  sustained  in  that  very  trade,  which  we  snail  come 

21st    June,     21st    to  the  knowledge  of   when  we    receive  the    accounts    laid 
4tk    10th  &  'Mth    t>ef°re    tne    Commissioners,    and  of    which    we  last    year 
Septr.'  directed  you  to  transmit  us  a  copy.    Therefore  we  repeat 

10th  Novemr.  our  orders  to  detain  all  sums  paid  on  that  account,  assuring 
you  we  shall  deem  you  responsible  should  any  sum  have  been  issued  out  on 
this  account  after  the  receipt  of  our  orders  of  last  year.  Our  displeasure  at 
this  proceeding  is  infinitely  aggravated  by  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the 
demand  wras  made.  Your  first  demand  was  for  twenty  lacks  for  which  you  were 
content  to  demand  an  assignment.  You  soon  after  increased  the  demand  to 
forty  lacks,  to  which  the  Nabob  is  compelled  to  consent  on  the  condition  it 
shall  stop  there.  You  then  increased  the  demand  to  fifty  three  lacks,  to  which 
exorbitant  sum  it  is  raised  by  flinging  in  your  outstanding  debts,  force  the 
Nabob  to  make  part  payment,  and  press  him  with  the  utmost  severity  for 
further  payment,  at  the  very  period  when  the  Company's  affairs  are  in  the 
most  critical  situation,  before  the  battle  of  Buxar  decided  whether  we  should 
not  be  extirpated  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Company  are  dis- 
tressed for  money  to  carry  on  the  war  and  the  investment,  and  borrowing  the 
very  money  paid  by  the  Nabob  to  our  servants  at  an  interest  of  8  per  cent. 

3.  We  find  by  your  Consultation  of  the  24th  September,  you  were  in  actual 
possession  of  claims  for  restitution  to  the  amount  of  forty  seven  lacks  and  a 
half  of  rupees.    We  cannot  therefore  but  be  astonished,  that  you  did  not  send 
us  copies  thereof,  and  by  your  not  doing  it,  it  seems  as  if  it  was  industriously 
intended  to  keep  us  in  the  dark,  both  with  respect  to  the  names  of  the 
claimants,  and  the  particulars  of  their  respective  demands. 

4.  By  our  letter  of  the  26th  April  last,  we  expressed  our  approbation  of 
Major  Carnac's  conduct  as  far  as  the  lights  we  then  had  would  permit  us  to 
judge  of  it.    We  see  with  pleasure  you  have  since  thought  him  vindicated, 
except  in  neglecting  to  give  you  regular  information  of  his  proceedings,  in 
which  we  concur  in  opinion,  and  must  add,  that  he  often  failed  in  that  deference 
which  he  owed  you,  and  on  many  occasions  carried  his  idea  of  military  power 
too  high,  particularly  in  the  dissent  he  entered  against  putting  Major  Champion 
under  the  orders  of  the  Chief  and  Council  of  Midnapore,  of  which  we  have 
given  you  our  sentiments  in  the  general  advices. 

5.  The  war   being  begun  against  Cossim  Aly   Khan,   we   approve   the 
measures  you  took  in  conducting  it  till  the  battle  of  Buxar.    But  the  demand 
of  the  Gauzepoor  country,  the  undertaking  to  conquer  Souja  Dowla's  country 
for  the  King,  and  the  treaty  you  have  made  with  him1,  we  shall  give  our 
opinion  of  separately.    The  demand  you  made  of  having  Cossim  Aly  Khan, 
Sombre,2  and  the  deserters  delivered  up  to  you,  was  consistent  with  the  objects 
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of  the  war,  and  your  success  entitled  you  to  add  reparation  for  the  expences  of 
the  war ;  but  to  demand  the  Gauzepoor  country,  a  frontier  province 
surrounded  with  warlike  people,  we  conceive  was  a  measure  by  no  means 
adequate  to  the  end  proposed,  and  absolutely  a  contradiction  to  our  repeated 
directions  not  to  extend  our  possessions.  The  anxiety  we  feel  on  this  occasion, 
Is  not  to  be  compared  to  what  we  suffer  at  the  engagement  you  have  entered 
Into  with  the  King  to  conquer  Souja  Dowla's  country  for  him.  Had  you 
pushed  on  after  the  battle  of  Buxar,  the  force  of  your  arms  must  soon  have 
brought  Souja  Dowla  to  consent  to  your  terms.  But  giving  away  his  country 
rendered  him  desperate.  In  his  conference  with  Major  Munro,  he  plainly 
tells  you,  he  can  expect  no  assistance  till  you  have  conquered  the  country,  and 
then  he  shall  have  friends  enough,  and  the  issue  as  far  as  your  advices  reach,  is 
such  as  wre  imagined  ;  you  are  entangled  by  your  connections  with  him,  seem 
to  doubt  whether  you  can  accept  even  your  own  terms  from  Souja  Dowla,  and 
in  the  mean  time  your  new  ally  so  far  from  a  support,  is  even  to  be  supported 
In  the  expences  of  his  household,  and  Nudjeef  Cawn,  the  only  man  the  King 
pretended  to  a  connection  with  by  your  last  advices,  is  marching  against  you. 

6.  At  the  time  of  our  dispatches  under  date  of  the  26th  April,  we  had  it 
only  by  report,  that  a  donation  has  been  made  by  the  Nabob  to  the  army 
and  navy  of  which  the  first  mention  on  your  Consultations  is  on  the  13th 
February  1764  on  occasion  of  the  mutiny  in  the  army,  which  mutiny  is  all 
that  gives  us  any  notice  of  any  such  transaction,  indeed  on  the  2nd  July  1764, 
it  is  said  the  Company  are  to  make  it  good,  if  not  paid  by  the  Nabob,  nor  is 
there  to  this  time  any  thing  that  can  lead  us  to  a  knowledge  of  the  amount 
of  such  donation  but  by  the  donation  exacted  for  the  navy,  which  is  to  be 
half  that  to  the  army,  and  being  mentioned  to  be  tweleve  lacks  and  a  half, 
points  out  to  us  that  the  donation  to  the  army  was  twenty  five  lacks.  When 
we  consider  the  circumstances  of  the  Nabob  and  the  Company  at  the  period 
the  demand  was  made  for  the  army,  we  cannot  consider  this'  other  than  an 
act  of  the  most  violent  oppression.  The  example  of  the  fifty  lacks  given  by 
Mil  Jaffir  on  the  revolution  in  his  favour  in  1757,  will  by  no  means  justify 
this.  We  were  then  at  open  war  with  the  Nabob  of  the  country.  If  we  were 
victorious  the  army  might  pretend  to  the  plunder  of  the  capital  which  would 
have  defeated  the  end.  The  treasury  was  supposed  to  be  very  rich,  and  the 
Nabob  In  condition  to  afford  It.  In  the  present  case  no  such  circumstances 
existed,  you  was  [sic]  but  to  restore  the  same  man  you  had  before  deposed,  and 
you  could  expect  only  an  empty  treasury,  a  country  involved  in  war,  and  the 
Company  struggling  under  every  difficulty.  We  clo  not  mean  to  take  from 
the  merit  of  the  army.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  till  the  mutiny 
would  have  been  an  honour  to  any  service,  but  let  it  be  observed,  no  service 
m  the  world  is  gratified  equal  to  ours,  by  the  great  advantages  that  attend 
actual  service  from  the  batta  and  other  indulgences  allowed  them.  There  was 
no  just  pretension  to  any  such  demand,  and  the  experience  you  had  of  the 
fatal  effects  of  the  donation  given  on  the  former  occasion  which  destroyed 
more  than  half  the  army  by  the  excesses  it  led  them  to,  and  the  remissness 
ot  discipline  and  spirit  of  mutiny  which  ensued,  should  have  warned  you  of 
the  danger  of  such  gratifications.  But  yet  flagrant  as  the  conduct  of  those 
who  demanded  or  countenanced  this  measure  appears  to  us,  every  circumstance 
is  heightened  in  the  demand  of  twelve  lacks  and  a  half  for  the  navy  whose 
ships  did  no  service  but  that  of  laying  by  the  walls  and  of  their  men  only  a 
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small  detachment  did  duty  with  the  artillery.  There  is  such  a  want  of 
humanity  in  the  distresses  thus  wantonly  heaped  on  the  Nabob,  that  your 
conduct  will  be  for  ever  a  stain  on  the  nation,  and  is  enough  to  raise  up 
enemies  to  us  in  every  part  of  Indostan.  Your  country  correspondence  is  all 
that  flings  any  light  on  this  transaction.  The  Nabob  in  his  letter  of  the 
12th  July  1764  in  enumerating  the  sums  he  has  to  pay,  mentions  "besides  a 
Donation  to  the  Sea  Forces  under  the  Command  of  the  Commodore  concerning 
which  you  have  several  times  wrote  to  me".  Yet  no  mention  of  this  demand 

«* 

appears  in  the  copies  of  any  of  your  letters  in  the  country  correspondence 

prior  thereto,  the  evident  result  is,  that  the  copies  sent  home  are  unfaithful 
registers.  In  the  margin  of  the  letter  book  where  the  above  is  entered,  there 
is  the  following  memorandum :  ''This  Letter  is  directed  to  the  Governour  and 
Council,  but  the  Contents  of  it  are  addressed  to  the  Governour  onlv"3  which 

M 

added  to  the  b aforementioned  circumstance  of  the  suppression  of  every  thing 
relative  to  the  demand  for  the  navy,  implies  as  if  this  was  the  act  of  the 
Governour  alone,  but  that  is  no  vindication  to  the  Council,  who  ought  on  this 
discovery  to  have  remonstrated  against  the  measure  and  not  have  joined  in  it. 
The  date  of  this  letter  points  out  that  the  demand  must  have  been  made 
during  the  heighth  of  the  war,  and  the  date  of  the  kistbundee  before  the  battle 
of  Buxar  proves,  that  it  had  your  sanction  under  the  same  situation  of  public 
affairs,  or  else,  all  mention  of  it  was  purposely  omitted  till  the  15th  November, 
for  the  kistbundee  being  dated  the  8th  October  must,  or  ought  to  have  been, 
laid  before  the  Council  long  before  the  15th  November. 

7.  From  the  obscure  manner  in  which  this  whole  transaction  has  been 
carried  on,  we  cannot  discern  whether  any  thing  has  ever  been  paid  on  this 
account.    We  direct  you  therefore  to  send  us  such  a  full  and  explicit  account 
of  every  particular,  that  we  may  not  be  at  a  loss  to  form  a  trae  judgment  of, 
and  take  the  proper  measures  upon  so  injurious  a  transaction. 

8.  The  last  article  under  this  head  is  the  gift  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bennaris 
to  protect  them  from  plunder.    Had  there  been  no  prior  donation,  this  might 
have  been  deemed  a  fair  and  proper  opportunity  of  rewarding  the  army  for 
their  services,  but  after  so  large  a  gift  as  25  lacks,  we  think  every  contribution 
ought  to  have  been  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the  Nabob  or  the  Company,  and 
it  affords  us  the  melancholy  prospect  of  seeing  all  the  contributions  raised  on 
the  enemy  divided  as  plunder  to  the  troops,  though  you  judge  in  the  13tb 
paragraph  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  November  that  the  Company's  expences 
and  losses  in  the  war,  exceed  the  sum  paid  by  the  Nabob,  notwithstanding 
the  amount  then  paid  is  more  by  five  lacks  than  the  sum  stipulated  in  the 
treaty. 

9.  To  prevent  this  dishonorable  practice  of  stipulating  for  services  that 
are  but  the  duties  of  a  soldier's  profession,  we  positively  forbid  all  future 
stipulations  by  treaty  or  otherwise,  with  any  of  the  country  powers,  for  any 
donation  or  gratification  for  services  to  be  performed ;  and  for  any  donation 
or  gratification  which  any  country  power  may  think  fit  to  make  for  services 
effected,  they  must  be  by  permission  of  the  Governour  and  Council,  as  stipulated 
by  the  covenants  entered,  or  to  be  entered  into  by  our  civil  and  military 
servants  in  consequence  of  our  orders  in  our  letter  of  the  1st  June  1764. 

10.  Your  deliberations  on  the  inland  trade  have  laid  open  to  us  a  scene 
of  most  cruel  oppression,  and  which  is  indeed  exhibited  at  one  view  of  t 
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13th  article  of  the  Nabob's  complaints  mentioned  thus  in  your  Consultation 
of  the  17th  October  1764:  "The.  Poor  of  this  Country  who  used  always  to  deal 
in  Salt,  Beetle  Nutt  and  Tobacco  are  now  deprived  of  their  daily  Bread,  by  the 
Trade  of  the  Europeans,  whereby  no  kind  of  advantage  accrues  to  the  Company, 
and  the  Government's  Revenues  are  greatly  injured".  We  shall  for  the  present 
observe  to  you  that  every  one  of  our  servants  concerned  in  this  trade  has  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  his  covenants  and  a  disobedience  to  our  orders.  In  your 
Consultation  of  the  3d  May,  we  find  among  the  various  extortionate  practices, 
the  most  extraordinary  one  of  burjaut,  or  forcing  the  natives  to  bxiy  goods 
beyond  the  market  price,  which  you  there  acknowledge  to  have  been  frequently 
practiced. 

11.  In  your  resolution  to  prevent  this  practice  you  determine  to  forbid  it, 
"but  with  such  Care  and  discretion  as  not  to  affect  the  Company's  Investment, 
as  you  do  not  mean  to  invalidate  the  Right  derived  to  the  Company  from  their 
Phrnnaund  which  they  have  always  held  over  their  Weavers'3.    As  the  Company 
are  known  to  purchase  their  investment  by  ready  money  only,  we  require  a  full 
explanation  how  this  can  affect  them,  or  how  it  ever  could  have  been  practiced 
in  the  purchase  of  their  investment  which  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Johnstone's 
minute  entered  on  Consultation  the  21st  July   1764  insinuates,  for  it  would 
almost  justify  a  suspicion  that  the  goods  of  our  servants  have  been  put  off  to 
the  weavers  in  part  payment  of  the  Company's  investment,  therefore  we  direct 
you  to  make  a  rigid  scrutiny  into  this  affair,  that  we  may  know  if  any  of  our 
servants,  or  those  employed  under  them  have  been  guilty  of  such  a  breach  of 
trust  that  their  names  and  all  the  circumstances  may  be  known  to  us. 

12.  We  also  order  you  to  give  us  the  particular  instances  which  have 
confirmed  you  in  your  opinion  that  the  burjaut  has  been  practiced,  that  we 
may  know  whose  agents  they  were,  and  whether  the  agents  who  practiced 
it  were  countenanced  and  protected  in  it  by  their  masters. 

13.  Mr.  Johnstone's  minute  on  Consultation  the  21st  July   1764  cannot 
escape  our  notice,  wherein  he  says,  "The  support  of  these   and  our   other 
Priviledges  in  their  full  extent  against  the  Usurpations  of  the  late  Nabob 
engaged  us  in  this  unhappy  War,  and  after  so  many  valuable  Lives  lost  in  the 
defence  of  them,  I  shall  ever  be  against  parting  with  them  or  hazarding  the 
Loss  of  them,  without  greater  and  better  cause  than  has  yet  appeared,  and  till 
after  We  have  found  by  Experience  that  all  other  Remedies  are  in  vain". 

14.  As  the  priviledges  here  meant  principally  relate  to  the  unwarranted 
inland  trade  in  which  our  own  servants  have  been  so  generally  concerned, 
greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Company  by  involving  their  affairs  in  distresses 
and  difficulties,  and  manifestly  injurious  to  the  country  government  of  which 
every  one  of  you  cannot  but  be  fully  sensible,  we  say  we  cannot  avoid  taking 
notice  of  the  said  opinion  as  by  it  Mr.  Johnstone  seems  to  persevere  in  all 
events  to  prefer  the  private  interest  of  individuals  to  the  general  good,  so  far 
as  respects  the  said  inland  trade.    If  Mr.  Johnstone  continues  in  these  senti- 
ments, as  from  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct  we  have  but  too  much  reason 
to  apprehend,  he  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  as  a  dangerous  servant ;  therefore 
if  he,  or  any  other  person,  shall  persist  in  carrying  on  a  trade  which  as  before 
observed  has  been  attended  with  so  many  bad  consequences,  we  would  have 
him,  or  them,  dismissed*  the  Company's  service, 
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15.  We  shall  say  nothing  further  at  present  on  the  inland  trade,  till  that 
important  subject  shall  have  been  taken  up  by  Lord  Give  and  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Select  Committee,  only  to  observe,  that  the  regulations  proposed  in 
Consultation  the  17th  October  1764  of  confining  the  trade  of  our  servants  in  the 
article  of  salt  to  the  capital  cities  of  Patna,  Dacca  and  Moorshedabad  on  paying 
the  Nabob  2^4  per  cent,  is  a  manifest  disobedience  of  our  orders  of  the  8th 
February   then   under   your   deliberation,    which   positively   forbid   all   trade 
in  salt,  beetle  nutt  and  tobacco.    Nor  does  it  by  any  means  obviate  the  Nabob's 
objections  arising  from  the  distress  of  the  poor  and  the  injury  to  his  revenues, 
for  if  you  pay  only  2l/z  per  cent  and  the  country  people  20,  or  perhaps  40  per 
cent  it  is  as  much  a  monopoly  as  ever. 

16.  For  other  licenced  trade  we  think  it  necessary  to  establish,  that  all 
trade  to  be  carried  on  within  the  provinces  where  factories  are  established, 
shall  be  carried  on  by  our  servants  at  such  factories,  and  their  agents  only, 
who  shall  transact  the  business  of  our  other  servants  on  receiving  the  established 
commission,  and  on  any  refusal  to  accept  with  commission,  or  any  tendency 
to  monopolize,  the  servants  of  Calcutta,  or  other  parts,  are  at  liberty  to  send 
their  own  black  gomasiahs  who  are  nevertheless  to  be  accountable  for  their 
conduct  to  the  Company's  servants  within  whose  jurisdiction  they  reside.    All 
districts  not  comprehended  within  the  jurisdiction  of  each  subordinate,  shall 
be  considered  as  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Calcutta  ;  that  no 
dusticks  shall  be  given  but  for  articles  of  import  and  export,  as  was  formerly 
practiced,  and  you  are  to  send  us  a  list  of  whatever  falls  under  this  deno- 
mination. 

17.  We  are  much  concerned  for  the  death  of  Jaffier  Aly  Cawn,3  the  more 
to  for  the  critical  juncture  at  which  it  happened  while  the  army  was  at  so 
great  a  distance.    The  acknowledging  his  son4  seems  to  have  been  the  most 
prudent  measure  for  preserving  the  tranquility  of  the  country.    We  wish 
this  circumstance  may  have  checked  your  views  of  conquering  Sou] a  Dowla's 
country  for  the  King,  a  scheme  which  seems  to  exclude  all  possibility  of  peace, 
which  alone  can  make  our  successes    profitable ;   nor  are  we    without  our 
apprehensions,  that  you  may  be  led  on  to  support  the  King  in  his  claims 
to  the  whole  empire,  for  as  you  have  by  taking  possession  of  the  Gauzepoor 
country   deviated  from   our  repeated   orders   and   departed  from   the   spirit 
of  our  political  views  not  to  enlarge  our  conquests,  so  we  know  not  what 
bounds  can  stop  you  when  our  orders  proved  ineffectual. 

18.  The  converting  the  temporary  assignment  of  five  lacks  per  month  into 
a  perpetual  one,  would  be  an  enlargement  of  our  revenue  that  would  be 
flattering  indeed,  could  we  persuade  ourselves  it  was  consistent  with  that 
permanency  which  is  our  only  object,  and  with  the  peace  of  the  country  ;  but 
unless  we  find  you  adopt  some  system  which  clearly  marks  out  the  barriers  of 
the  country  government  and  ours,  how  they  may  aid  and  support  each  other 
and  unite  their  strength  against  all  foreign  enemies,  we  shall  deem  those 
advantages  merely  temporary,  and  this  height  of  prosperity  subject  to  a  fatal 
reverse,  the  first  check  our  arms  may  meet  with. 

19.  As  our  servants  have  too  readily  laid  hold  of  every  opportunity  to 
exact  contributions  or  procure  donations  from  the  late  Nabob,  we  hope  nothing 
of  this  kind  has  happened  upon  the  succession  of  Ms  son  the  present  Nabob ; 
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however,  we  would  have  you  make  the  strictest  enquiry  therein  and  inform 

us  of   everv    circumstance  if    any  such    exactions    have  been  made    and  in 

-1  , 

particular  the  names  and  conduct  of  all  and  every  the  several  persons  concerned, 
and  oblige  them  to  refund  the  amount  thereof  into  the  Company's  cash  for 
our  further  orders. 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
Hy.   Crabb   Boulton   /   Geo.  Dudley   / 
Thos.    Rous  /  Cha.    Cutts  /  Heny.    Say- 
London,  age  /  Fredk.  Pigou  /  J.  Purling  /  John 
24th  December  1765.                                 Harrison  /  Rob.    Jones  /  John    Stephen- 
[Per  Lioness,  son  /  Hen.    Hadley  /  John    Roberts  / 
Hampshire,                                                Charles    Chambers  /  Thos.    Saunders  / 
Cruttenden                                                 George    Cuming  /  E.    H.    Cruttenden  / 
and  Lord                                                   Luke    Scrafton  /  Wm.    Webber  /  Jos. 
Camden]  DuPre  /  Edwd.  Wheler. 


17 

LETTER  DATED  15  JANUARY  1766 

OUR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letters  to  you  were  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  and  went  to  the 
Publick  and  Separate  Departments  by  the  ships  Lioness  and  Hampshire  to  Fort 
St.  George,  triplicates  whereof  you  will  receive  by  the  ship  Cruttenden  now 
under  dispatch,  the  above  ships  sailed  on  their  respective  voyage  the  [ ]l 

2.  This  ship  as  before  advised  you  is  directed  to  call  at  Madeira  to  take 
in  the  125  pipes  of  wine  intended  for  the  use  of  our  Presidency  at  Fort  St. 
George.    For  the  particulars  of  our  consignments  to  you  on  this  ship,  you  are 
referred  to  the  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  enclosed. 

3.  When  the  consignments  to  Fort  St.  George  on  this  ship  are  landed, 
we  have  directed  the  President  and  Council  to  give  the  commander  orders  to 
make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Bengal  without  loss  of  time. 

4.  With  respect  to  the  recruits  on  this  ship,  we  have  acquainted  our 
President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  they  are  either  to  be  detained  there 
or  forwarded  to  you  as  the  situation  of  our  affairs  may  render  absolutely  and 
really  necessary  for  the  general  interest  of  the  Company. 

5.  If  it  will  be  more  for  the  Company's  interest,  the  President  and  Council 
at  Fort  St.  George  are  to  forward  the  said  recruits  and  any  number  the  ship  can 
carry  in  addition  to  them  to  you,  in  which  case  likewise  we  have  directed  them 
as  beforementioned  to  dispatch  the  ship  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

6.  Notwithstanding  what  we  have  mentioned  with  respect  to  the  consign- 
ment of  this  ship  the  Cruttenden,  if  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George 
shall  find  it  will  be  more  for  the  Company's  interest  to  dispatch  her  directly 
from  that  Presidency  with  a  cargo  of  coast  goods,  we  have  directed  them  to  do 
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so  accordingly,  and  in  such  case  the  consignments  and  recruits  for  you  are  to 
be  forwarded  by  the  first  good  conveyances  that  offer. 

7.  The  ship  Bute,  Capt.  Patrick  Maitland,  from  Bengal  having  for  consider- 
able time  been  beating  in  the  mouth  of  the  Channel  against  contrary  winds, 
with  a  sprung  main  mast  and  being  short  of  provisions,  put  in  at  Crook  Haven 
in  Ireland  the  1st  instant,  and  this  morning  the  purser  brought  to  this  house  all 
the  packets  by  the  said  ship. 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
Hy.  Crabb  Boulton  /  Geo.  Dudley  / 
Thos.  Rous  /  Rob.  Jones  /  Cha.  Cutts  / 
Heny.  Savage  /  Fredk.  Pigou  /  John 
Harrison  /  John  Manship  /  Edwd. 
Wheler  /  Hen.  Hadley  /  Thos.  Saun- 

London,  ders  /  John  Roberts  /  Charles  Cham- 

15th  January  1766.  bers  /  George  Cuming  /  J.  Pardoe  / 

[Per  Cruttenden,  Luke  Scrafton   /   Jos.  DuPre   /   E.  H. 

Lord  Camden  Cruttenden    /    John    Stephenson    /    J. 

and  Pigot]  Purling. 
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Condemn  unlicensed  trade—order  search  of  the  Cruttenden  for  unlicensed 


goods. 

o 


OUR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  pains  taken  by  the  Court  of  Directors  to  prevent 
the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  Company's  ships  carrying  out  any  unlicensed 
goods,  the  many  examples  which  had  been  made  of  such  persons  who  had  been 
already  detected  and  the  vigorous  measures  they  are  still  pursuing  to  the  same 
purpose,  we  are  well  assured  that  this  pernicious  practice  is  still  carrying  on 
and  in  particular  we  are  to  acquaint  you  that  in  a  day  or  two  after  the  dispatch 
of  the  ships  Havannah,  Hawke  and  Cruttenden,  we  received  certain  information 
that  a  cutter  named  the  Good-Intent  sailed  from  the  river,  laden  with  bales  and 
cases,  part  of  the  contents  whereof  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of 
cloth,  five  hundred  stuffs  and  five  hundred  serges  and  that  she  was  to  follow 
the  said  ships  in  order  to  put  on  board  one  or  other  of  them  her  said  cargo  af ter 
their  departure  from  Gravesend  but  the  Cruttenden  is  more  particularly  pointed 
at  in  the  said  information.    You  are  therefore  hereby  positively  ordered  and 
directed  upon  the  arrival  of  the  said  ship  at  Bengal  to  make  the  strictest  enquiry 
and  search  for  the  said  goods  and  any  others  which  may  have  been  received 
on  board  without  the  Company's  licence,  in  doing  which  you  are  to  pursue 
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the  directions  laid  down  In  the  Court's  letter  of  the  13th  December  last,  examin- 
ing however,  all  the  passengers  In  the  most  solemn  manner  upon  oath  and 
whatever  private  trade  you  find  more  than  is  licensed,  you  are  to  seize  it  for 
the  Company's  use  and  advise  us  of  every  circumstance  of  your  proceedings 
herein  as  directed  in  our  said  letter. 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
The  Secret  Committee  of  the  United 

East  India  Company, 
Hy.    Crabb    Boulton  /  Geo.    Dudley  / 

London,  Thos.    Rous    /    Heny.    Savage    /    Rob. 

the  21st  January  1766.  Jones  /  Cha.  Cutts. 
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LETTER  DATED  19  FEBRUARY  1766 

Illicit  trade  aboard  Company's  ships  and  country  vessels — administration 
at  the  aurangs — transfer  of  Nawab  Vazir*s  country  to  Shah  Alam  not  justified — 
folly  of  the  treaty  with  Shah  Alam — disapprove  the  appointment  of  indepen- 
dent diwans — treaty  with  Najmud-Daulah — prohibit  inland  trade  in  salt, 
betel-nut  and  tobacco — Spencer's  conduct  in  Bengal — disapprove  concessions 
made  to  the  Burdwan  Raja  in  collection  of  revenue — case  of  Major  Carnac 
declining  to  serve  as  Commander  under  Vansittart — concern  over  high 
mortality  among  the  recruits  on  board  the  Anson — reduction  in  salaries  of 
various  officers — restitution  account  of  1757  to  continue — request  for  more 
details  about  revenue — forbid  the  practice  of  sending  to  private  persons  accounts 
of  Company's  affairs  in  India — case  of  Radhacharan  Mitra — opinion  on  Holwell 
and  others  receiving  large  sums  from  Mir  Oasim  for  enthroning  him. 

President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  By  the  Cruttenden,  which  proceeded  on  her  voyage  from  the  Downes  the 
28th  ultimo,  we  transmitted  our  last  advices  of  the  15th  January  last,  duplicate 
and  triplicate  whereof  go  in  the  packets  by  these  ships  the  Pi  got  and  Lord 
Camden.    The  Lioness  and  Hampshire,  with  our  letters  to  you  dated  the  24th 
December  last,  by  a  very  tedious  passage  from  Gravesend,  were  prevented  sailing 
from  the  Downes  until  the  19th  January  following. 

2.  The  Lord  Camden  is  consigned  to  Fort  William,  but  we  have  thought 
proper  to  give  the  commander  directions  to  proceed  first  and  make  the  best  of 
his  way  to  Fort  St.  George,  to  deliver  our  packet  directed  to  the  Governour  and 
Council  of  that  Presidency,  and  also  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  supplying 
themselves  with  ail  or  any  part  of  the  military  recruits  on  board  that  ship, 
If  they  are  more  immediately  wanted  there  than  in  Bengal,  in  doing  which 
they  are  to  use  the  "Utmost  expedition,  and  then  they  are  to  give  Captain  Smith, 
orders  to  proceed  without  loss  of  time  to  Fort  William, 
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3.  Seventyfive  pipes  of  vidonia  wine  for  Fort  St.  George  being  laden  on 
the  Pigoty  we  have  consigned  her  to  that  settlement  to  land  the  same  ;  but  the 
other  seventy  five  pipes  with  the  principal  part  of  her  remaining  cargo  being  for 
the  use  of  your  Presidency,  they  are  to  use  the  greatest  expedition  In  unloading 
the  said  consignments  and  likewise  landing  such  of  the  military  recruits  as  they 
may  have  a  real  occasion  for,  and  then  they  are  to  give  the  commander  orders 
to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Bengal 

4.  But  should  it  appear  more  for  the  interest  of  the  Company  to  send  the 
recruits  by  the  said  two  ships,  with  any  addition  thereto,  to  Bengal,  the  President 
and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  are  directed  to  do  so  accordingly,  and  In  that  case 
they  are  to  dispatch  the  above  ships  with  the  utmost  expedition.    Our  meaning 
is  that   they    are   not  to   detain  one   ship  for  the   other,  but   dispatch   them 
separately  as  soon  as  they  are  respectively  ready. 

5.  Considering  the  great  scarcity  of  provisions  at  St.  Helena,  and  the 
increased  number  of  our  returning  ships  which  annually  call  there,  we  have 
recommended  it  to  the  commanders  of  the  Lord  Camden  and  Pigot,  also  to 
the  commanders  of  all  the  Bombay  ships  of  this  year,  if  the  season  will  admit  of 
it,  to  put  in  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  In  their  homeward  bound  voyage,  and 
there  recruit  their  victualling  stores  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  want  but  little  at 
St.  Helena  as  it  will  be  the  means  of  relieving  the  garrison  and  inhabitants 
and  prevent  disappointment  to  themselves,  but  they  are  nevertheless  in  all 
events  to  call  at  St.  Helena  ;  and  we  have  informed  the  captains  of  the  above 
ships,  that  if  they  carry  some  live  stock  thither  on  our  account,  to  be  paid  for  by 
the  Governour  and  Council,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  us,  and  in  case  of  their 
getting  a  supply  at  the  Cape  as  beforementioned,  their  stay  at  St.  Helena  is 
to  be  proportionably  shortened.    You  are  to  remind  the  said  commanders 
of  the  above  and  all  the  former  ships  of  this  season,  with  any  others  which 
come  under  your  management  without  the  said  orders  are  to  have  directions 
to  act  conformable  thereto. 

6.  In  our  letter  of  the  15th  January  you  were  acquainted  with  the  Bute's 
arrival  at  Crookhaven,  by  that  ship  we  received  your  advices  of  the  llth  March 
1765  from  the  General  and  Separate  Departments,  upon  which  we  shall  now 
make  some  observations. 

7.  The  late  departure   of   the  Bute  from  Bengal   River   occasioning   a 
passage  homewards  of  so  great  a  length  of  time  through  the  Bay  as  to  oblige 
Captain  Maitland  to  seek  for  provisions  and  water  at  the  French  Islands,  from 
whence  he  had  a  very  tedious  voyage  to  St.  Helena,  makes  it  necessary  to 
remind  you  of  our  former  recommendations  to  attend  to  a  more  early  dispatch 
of  our  shipping  by  every  seasonable  preparation  for  it,  and  to  the  appointment 
of  such  for  the  latter  consignment  as  from  the  circumstances  of  their  situation 
may  put  a  risque  of  passage  out  of  the  question,  whereby  the  inconveniencies 
and  disappointments    we  are    otherwise    subject  to    will  more    certainly  be 
avoided. 

8.  By  the  return  of  a  large  number  of  bales,  which  Captain  Maitland 
alledges  there  was  not  tonnage  for  in  the  Bute,  without  the  least  description 
thereof  in  the  invoice  or  by  separate  account  of  their  species,  marks  and 
numbers,  we  have  been  put   under    very    great    difficulty  in    publishing  the 
particulars  of  the  cargo.    We  should  by  no  means  have  a  second  instance 
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of  such  neglect,  for  remedy  whereof  give  those  in  charge  of  the  dispatch  the 
srictest  injunctions  to  transmit  for  our  information  a  precise  account,  fully 
describing  the  particular  sorts,  with  the  marks  and  numbers  of  all  goods,  that 
for  want  of  room  in  the  ships  then  under  dispatch,  shall  be  hereafter  returned 
from  them. 

9.  The  order  for  embarking  the  whole  detachment  of  the  89th  Regiment 
consisting  of  109  officers  and  private  men  on  the  Bute,  with  an  immoderate 

quantity  of  baggage,  and  at  such  an  unseasonable  time  of 

,*Lrev  J1?-11^  llt?  dispatch,  when  it  might  reasonably  be  supposed  they  would 
March  1/6^  Para.  4.  "  .  -,  -,•  '  f  i 

experience  much  distress,  was  a  measure  by  no  means  to  be 

approved.  By  shipping  only  half  of  that  corps,  259  bales,  which  Captain 
Maitland  alledges  he  was  obliged  to  return,  might  have  been  received  on 
board.  His  Majesty's  service,  our  interest  and  the  advantage  of  all  parties 
justly  weighed,  you  would  have  been  well  justified  had  you  refused  a  passage 
home  to  so  many  of  them  in  this  ship,  as  it  would  have  been  much  better 
on  all  accounts,  as  before  observed,  to  have  detained  those  the  ship  could  not 
so  wrell  receive  for  a  future  conveyance. 

10.  To  what  we  have  before  observed  with  respect  to  the  late  dispatch 
of  the  Bute,  there  appear  these  further  disagreeable  circumstances,  that  the  said 
ship  was  not  only  in  imminent  danger  from  the  bad  weather  and  consequently 
the  Company's  cargo  actually  on  board,  but  the  Nancy  sloop  foundered  near 
her  with  about  eighty  bales,  and  other  goods,  which  were  intended  as  part  of 
her  cargo,  but  could  not  be  taken  in  as  before  observed,  on  account  of  the 
large  detachment  of  the  King's  troops. 

11.  In  addition  to  the  accounts  we  gave  you  in  our  last  letters  respecting 
illicit  trade  in  the  Company's  outward  bound  ships,  we  are  now  to  acquaint 
you  that  having  received  certain  informations,  that  very  large  quantities  of 
unlicenced  goods  had  been  put  aboard  the  ships  Anson  and  London  in  Madeira 
Road  in  their  late  voyages,  upon  their  return  we  entered  into  a  strict  examina- 
tion as  to  the  truth  thereof  and  although  for  some  time  the  captains  and  officers 
absolutely  denied  their  concern  in  or  knowledge  of  any  such  unlicenced  trade, 
at  last  Captain  Edward  Lord  Chick  of  the  said  ship  Anson  and  Captain  John 
Webb  of  the  London,  owned  to  us,  that  they  had  taken  in  at  Madeira,  the 
first  named,  a  large  quantity  of  lead,  iron,  cannon,  shot  and  copper  amounting 
to  the  sum  of  £1164.    And  the  other  great  quantities  of  the  like  goods  also 
cloth  and  long  ells  amounting  together  to  £6859-10-.    At  the  same  time  they 
assured  us  that  all  the  said  articles  belonged  to  them,  and  that  their  officers 
were  no  way  concerned  therein.    In  order  to  prosecute  our  intentions  for  put- 
ting an  end  to  these  injurious  practices,  we  have  thought  it  highly  necessary 
to  make  an  example  of  the  said  Captains  Chick  and  Webb  by  dismissing  them 
from  the  service,  and  we  have  reprimanded  in  the  severest  manner  the  officers 
of  those  ships  for  concealing  from  us  so  long  their  knowledge  of  the  said 
transactions,  excepting  however,  the  second  mate  of  the  London  who  volun- 
tarily confirmed  the  information  against  that  ship.    With  respect  to  the  said 
captains  and  all  others  guilty  of  the  illicit  trade,  we  have  it  at  present  under 
consideration  to  proceed  against  them  at  law  for  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
they  are  thereby  liable  to. 

12.  Notwithstanding  the  vigorous  measures  we  are  pursuing,  sorry  we  are 
to  observe  that  this  pernicious  practice  is  still  carrying  on,  for  in  a  day  or  two 
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after  the  dispatch  of  the  Cruttenden  for  the  Coast  and  Bay,  and  the  Hacannah 
and  Hawke  for  Fort  Marlborough  and  China,  information  was  given  that  a 
vessel  laden  with  bales  and  cases  was  following  the  said  ships  in  order  to  put 
aboard  one  or  other  of  them  her  said  cargo  after  their  departure  from 
Gravesend,  but  the  Cruttenden  was  more  particularly  pointed  at  in  the  said 
information.  In  order  to  prevent  a  discovery  of  this  transaction  before  the 
ships  final  departure  from  England,  our  Committee  of  Secrecy  writ  to  you 
upon  the  occasion  by  the  Cruttenden  under  date  of  the  21st  January  (as  per 
copy  of  their  letter  in  this  packet)  which  letter  we  hereby  ratify  and  confirm, 
and  shall  accordingly  expect  the  orders  and  directions  are  strictly  carried 
into  execution  respecting  the  Cruttenden;  we  have  writ  to  the  same 
purpose  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  as  likewise  to  the 
Persident  and  Council  of  Fort  Marlborough  so  far  as  regards  the  other 
two  ships, 

13.  Our    Secret    Committee    in    their  said    letter    directed    that  all    the 
passengers  should  be  examined  in  the  most  solemn  manner  upon  oath.    This 
examination  upon  oath  is  so  proper  a  measure  that  it  must  be  absolutely 
observed  as  a  standing  order  upon  the  arrival  of  every  ship  notwithstanding 
the  latitude    implied  in    our    letter  of    the    13th  of   December  last,    by  the 
expression  there  used  of  it's  being  to  be  done  if  you  find  it  necessary ;  and  we 
add  that  by  the  word  passengers,  military  officers  are  meant  as  weE  as  all 
other  passengers  on  board  our  ships.    We  further  direct  that  all  such  examina- 
tions upon  oath  are  to  be  transmitted  to  us  in  duplicate. 

14.  We  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  in  order  to  conceal  the  illicit 
goods  carried  out  in  our  shipping  the  same  is  transhipped  aboard  country  ships 
or  vessels  and  from  them  landed  at  our  settlements.    We  give  you  this  hint 
that  you  may  and  we  expect  you  do  take  such  effectual  measures  for  their 
discovery  and  seizure  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  illicit  trade  is  found  aboard 
or  landed  directly  from  our  own  shipping.    And  as  we  mean  all  illicit  trade 
should  be  detected  not  only  in  the  ships  bound  directly  from  hence  to  your 
Presidency,  but  likewise  those  bound  to  our  others,  if  therefore  any  such  shall 
be  found  on  board  any  country  ship  or  ships,  and  upon  a  strict  examination 
shall  appear  to  belong  to  the  commanders,  officers  or  others  of  any  of  our 
ships  which  went  from  England,  you  are  to  proceed  as  before  directed.    And 
for  our  better  information  and  satisfaction  you  are  not  only  to  transmit  us  a 
full  account  of  what  you  may  so  discover,  but  you  are  likewise  to  send  us 
exact  and  true  accounts  from  time  to  time  of  all  European  goods  landed 
from    country    ships.    And    further    as    this    illicit    trade    we    are    satisfied 
cannot  be   carried   on   without   the   assistance   or   connivance   of   the   Com- 
pany's  servants,   or   others    under   the   Company's   protection,   we   positively 
order  and  direct  that  if  any  of  our  servants  are  detached  therein,  let  their 
stations  be  what  they  may,  they  be  immediately  dismissed  the  service  and 
forthwith  sent  to  England,  if  free  merchants  or  others,  our  protection  is  to 
be  withdrawn  and  they  also  be  forthwith  sent  to  England,  and  if  natives 
or  black  people  they  are  to  be  immediately  banished  from  the  Company's 
settlements. 

15.  The  ships  Success,  Fort  William,  Prince  of  Wales  and  Lord  Anson, 
which  we  hired  to  carry  recruits  for  your  Presidency,  and  sailed  from  hence 
in  May  1764  touched  at  the  Canary  Islands  or  other  places  under  the  pretence 
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of  refreshing  the  people  on  board,  but  we  are  well  assured  the  principal  view 
was  to  take  in  illicit  trade.  You  are  therefore  (if  you  have  not  already  done 
it)  to  make  a  strict  enquiry  into  the  same,  and  particularly  to  examine  upon 
oath  the  military  officers  and  other  passengers  on  the  said  ships  ;  and  though 
it  may  be  too  late  for  seizing  such  illicit  trade,  you  are  to  send  us  in 
duplicate,  a  full,  true  and  exact  account  of  your  proceedings  on  such 
enquiry,  together  with  the  names  of  the  persons  concerned  and  if  any  of 
the  commanders  or  others  belonging  to  the  said  ship  have  been  or  shall 
be  found  to  be  the  proprietors  of  such  illicit  trade  they  are  to  be  forthwith 
sent  to  England. 

16.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Edmund  Matthews  late  chief  mate  of  the 
ship  Elizabeth,  which  was  burnt  some  time  since  in  Canton  River,  to  proceed 
to  India  to  get  his  living  in  the  seafaring  way.    As  he  is  a  man  of  character 
and  ability  in  his  profession,  we  would  have  him  employed  in  the  marine 
service,  either  at  your  Presidency  or  that  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  such  station 
wherein  his  services  may  be  useful  or  wanted.    If  therefore  he  applies  to  you, 
our  said  recommendation  is  to  be  duly  observed.    We  have  writ  in  like  manner 
to  our  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George. 

17.  Your  supply  to  the  West  Coast  of  200  chests  of  ophium  by  the  Leopard 
was  commendable.    We  rely  on  your  continuing  to  comply  with  the  indents 

from  thence  according  to  our  frequent  recommendations, 

March  IT^Pa   9      an<^  as  oar  Pres^ency  there  has  advised  a  disappointment 

in  the  procuring  timber  for  the  works  from  Batavia,  unable 
to  point  out  any  other  method  we  directed  them  to  apply  to  you  and  Bombay 
for  such  as  should  be  wanted.  You  are  therefore  not  to  fail  answering  their 
demands  for  this  article  in  particular  by  all  opportunities. 

18.  Since  sending  you  our  list  of  investment  to  be  made  at  your  Presi- 
dency, some  remarks  are  made  on  the  goods  received  by  the  Devonshire  and 
Vansittart  and  some  additional  instructions  have  thereupon  occurred,  which 
are  communicated  in  a  separate  article  herewith  sent,  to  which  all  due  obser- 
vance and  obedience  are  to  be  had  and  paid. 

19.  It  is  a  very  pleasing  circumstance  to  us  to  see  the  aurungs  are  so  well 

supplied,  and  that  we  have  a  prospect  of  a  full  investment 
Do.    Para.  18.         next  year,  for  our  mercantile  affairs  ought  always  to  be  your 

first  object. 

20.  We  are  much  alarmed  at  the  mention  made  of  large  outstanding 
debts  at  the  aurungs ;  you  must  send  us  a  particular  account  thereof,  and  as 

we  fear  it  is  a  great  and  growing  evil,  we  expect  you  will 
Do.    Para.  36.         take  it  into  your  most  serious  consideration  how  to  prevent 

it.  The  method  you  propose  of  sending  covenant  servants 
to  the  aurungs  we  cannot  entirely  approve,  from  our  apprehensions  that  very 
few  of  our  junior  servants  will  be  found  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  such  a 
trust  which  requires  knowledge  of  the  language,  of  the  manufacture  and 
more  prudence  and  discretion  than  is  generally  to  be  found  at  their  years  ; 
however,  some  method  must  be  found  out  to  controul  the  gomastahs  and  put 
our  investment  on  a  proper  footing. 

21.  No  success  in  carrying  on  the  war  against  Sujah  Dowla  to  give  his 
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country  to  the  King  can  justify  the  measure.    Sujah  Dowla's  letter  of  the  3rd 

of  January  offering  to  withdraw  his  protection  from  Cossim 

.  Septe.  Consulta-       Ally,  to  enter  into  friendship  with  vou  and  ioin  your  armv 
tions   1/tn  Janrv.         •  .        1  .  r  J         •  > 

1765  '         m  pursuing  him,  was  the  opportunity  that  ought  to  have 

been  emhraced  for  putting  an  end  to  the  war  ;  that  passed, 
your  fatal  engagements  with  the  King  were  left  to  operate  with  their  utmost 
force,  all  sight  of  the  Company's  interest  was  from  that  moment  lost,  and 
one  error  has  plunged  you  into  many  more.  The  reply  you  make  to  the  above 
offer  of  Sujah  Dowla  when  you  demand  he  shall  put  them  to  death,  we  cannot 
suppose  seriously  meant,  for  if  the  law  of  hospitality  forbad  his  delivering 
them  up,  surely  it  forbad  his  murdering  them. 

22.  In  Consultation  the  28th  January,  mention  is  made  of  some  subse- 
quent letters  from  Sujah  Dowla  to  Major  Fletcher  which  are  but  slightly 
mentioned  therein,  and  appear  nowhere  entered  on  your  correspondence,  the 
only  observation  made  on  them  is  that  you  were  too  far  engaged  with  the 
King  to  recede.    In  the  last  letter  we  in  general  terms  condemned  this  treaty 
with  the  King,  and  flattered  ourselves  you  would  have  seen  the  folly  thereof, 
or  Meer  Jaffier's  death  or  the  arrival  of  Lord  Clive  would  have  prevented 
the  execution  of  it,  but  being  disappointed  in  our  expectations,  we  now  shall 
give  you   our   sentiments   at  large.    The   dispossessing   Sujah  Dowla  of  his 
country  is,  we  apprehend,  breaking  down  the  strongest  barrier  we  could  have 
had  against  the  Afghans,  Morattas  and  all  the  invaders  of  the  empire  who 
were  checked  from  penetrating  into  the  eastern  provinces  by  a  power  so  res- 
pectable as  his  was  throughout  Indostan.    The  raising  the  King  on  his  ruins 
renders  this  danger  still  more  striking,  because  all  the  northern  powers  are 
his  natural  enemies  being  attached  to  the  vizier  Gaz-o-din  Cawn,  and  you 
own  yourselves,  in  the  reply  to  Mr.  Gray's  minutes  in  Consultation  the  20th 
February  1765  that  though  the  title  to  the  crown  is  contested,  all  parties  seem 
to  unite  in  opposing  the  claim  of  him  you  acknowledge  king,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  they  will  come  down  upon  him  before  his  strength  is  confirmed,  and 
thus  you  may^have  drawn  the  wars  that  have  so  long  distracted  the  northern 
countries  to  your  own  frontiers. 

23.  We  have  no  opinion  the  King  can  possibly  maintain  himself  without 
your  utmost  assistance,  nor  do  we  imagine  Sujah  Dowla  is  so  reduced  as  not 
to  make  head  again,  and  the  result  will  be,  we  shall  have  a  war  to  maintain 
six  hundred  miles  from  our  own  settlement,  from  the  success  of  which  no 
possible  advantage  can  be  derived,  and  one  defeat  may  be  the  total  loss  of 
the  provinces. 

24.  In  your  engagements  with  the  King,  we  remark  the  stipulation  for 

Septe.  Lre.  from  t^ie  c^arges  °f  ^e  war  was  unsettled,  and  we  have  much 
llth  March  1765,  reason  to  apprehend  the  whole  expense  will  be  left  on  the 
^ara-  4-  Bengal  Government. 

25.  We  now  come  to  consider  the  measures  you  took  on  the  death  of 
Jaffier  Ally  Cawn.    We  could  have  wished  the  succession  had  been  left  un- 

determined  until  Lord  dive's  arrival,  but  if  it  was  absolute- 
&  8.*  "  ty  necessary  to  come  to  a  sudden  determination,  and  that 

some  one  must  be  immediately  acknowledged  Soubah,  it 
was  consistent  with  the  faith  we  owed  the  father  to  adopt  the  succession  he 
Vol.  IV— 10 
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designed,  and  the  inexperience  of  the  young  Soubah  considered,  you  did  right 

to  appoint  him  a  regent,  but  in  the  choice  of  Mahmud 

Lres.  from  the  Reza  Cawn,1  we  think  vou  passed  too  slightly  over  the  charge 
Nabob  and  Mali-  . ?        .  .           r  -,    •                          5   c   •          • 
mud  Reza  Cawn.  urged  against  him,  of  being  so  very  deficient  in  account- 
Reed.  30th  Deer.  ]ng  for  the  revenues  of  the  province  of  which  he  had  been 
1764'  Governour. 

26.  The  appointing  of  independant  duans  appears  highly  improper  to 
us,  for  it  is  intruding  on  the  power  of  the  regent,  weakening  his  government 
and  tending  to  anarchy,  nor  can  we  conceive  that  any  Englishman  is  master 
enough  of  the  forms  of  government,  to  undertake  the  dividing  their  depart- 
ments without  introducing  confusion. 

27.  With  respect  to  the  treaty  with  Nazem-o-Dowla,2  it  is  proper  here  to 
insert  at  length  the  5th  article,  which  runs  in  these  words :  "I  do  ratify  and  con- 
firm to  the  English  the  Privilege  granted  them  by  their  Phirmaund  and  several 
Husbulhookums  of  carrying  on  their  Trade  by  means  of  their  own  Dustick  free 
from  all  Duties,  Taxes  or  Impositions  in  all  Parts  of  the  Country,  excepting  in 
the  Article  of  Salt  on  which  a  Duty  of  2^4  percent  is  to  be  levied  on  the  Rowana 
or  Houghly  Market  Price."    This  fifth  article  is  totally  repugnant  to  our  orders 
contained  in  our  General  Letter  by  the  Kent  and  Lapwing  dated  1st  June  1764, 
in  which  we  not  only  expressed  our  abhorrence  of  an  article  in  the  treaty  with 
Meer  Jaffier  literally  corresponding  with  the  present  5th  article,  but  in  positive 
terms  directed  you  in  concert  with  the  Nabob,  to  form  an  equitable  plan  for 
carrying  on  the  inland  trade  and  transmit  the  same  to  us,  accompanied  by 
such  explanations  and  remarks  as  might  enable  us  to  give  our  sentiments  and 
directions  thereupon.    We  must  remind  you  too,  that  in  our  said  General 
Letter  we  expressly  directed,  that  our  orders  in  our  letter  of  the  8th  of  Febru- 
ary preceding,  which  were  to  put  a  final  and  effectual  end  to  the  inland  trade 
in  salt,  beetle-nut  and  tobacco,  and  in  all  other  articles  produced  and  consumed 
in  the  country,  should  remain  in  force  until  an  equitable  and  satisfactory 
plan  could  be  formed  and  adopted ;  as  therefore  there  is  not  the  least  latitude 
given  you  for  concluding  any  treaty  whatsoever  respecting  this  inland  trade,, 
we  must  and  do  consider  what  you  have  done,  as  an  express  breach  and  viola- 
tion of  our  orders,  and  as  a  determined  resolution  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of 
the  Company  and  the  peace  of  the  country  to  lucrative  and  selfish  views. 

28.  This  unaccountable  behaviour  puts  an  end  to  all  confidence  in  those 
who  made  this  treaty  and  forces  us  to  resolve  on  measures  for  the  support  of 
our  authority  and  the  preservation  of  the  Company.  We  do  therefore  pro- 
nounce that  every  servant  concerned  in  that  trade  stands  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  his  covenant  with  us,  and  of  our  orders,  and  in  consequence  of  this  resolu- 
tion, we  positively  direct,  that  if  that  treaty  is  now  subsisting,  you  make  a 
formal  renunciation  by  some  solemn  act,  to  be  entered  on  your  records  of  all 
right*  under  the  said  treaty  or  otherwise  to  trade  in  salt,  beetle-nut  and 
tobacco,  and  that  you  transmit  this  renunciation  of  that  part  of  the 
treaty  in  form  to  the  Nabob  in  the  Persian  language  ;  whatever  government 
may  be  established,  or  whatever  unforseen  circumstances  may  arise,  it  is  our 
resolution  to  prohibit,  and  we  do  absolutely  prohibit  this  trade  of  salt,  beetle- 
nut  and  tobacco,  and  of  all  articles  that  are  not  for  export  and  import,  accord- 

*  "regulations"  in  another  copy. 
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ing  to  the  spirit  of  the  phirmaund,  which  does  not  in  the  least  give  any  latitude 
whatsoever  for  carrying  on  such  an  inland  trade  ;  and  moreover  we  shall  deem 
every  European  concerned  therein,  directly  or  indirectly,  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  his  covenants,  and  direct  that  he  be  forthwith  sent  to  Eneland,  that  we 

O  ' 

may  proceed  against  him  accordingly  ;  and  every  native  who  shall  avail  him- 
self of  our  protection,  to  carry  this  trade  on  without  paying  all  the  duties  due 
to  the  Government  equally  with  the  rest  of  the  Nabob's  subjects,  shall  forfeit 
that  protection  and  be  banished  the  settlement.  And  we  direct  that  these 
resolutions  be  signified  publickly  throughout  the  settlement. 

29.  With  respect  to  the  llth  article  of  the  treaty,  which  settles  the  resti- 
tution for  private  losses,  we  gave  you  our  sentiments  on  that  subject  very 
fully  in  our  letter  of  the  24th  December,  in  which  we  remain  confirmed, 
and  our  orders  relative  thereto  stand  in  full  force.    We  also  continue  in  the 
same  sentiments  upon  the  donation  to  the  navy,  which  we  see  is  again  taken 
up  in  the  instructions  to  the  Resident  at  the  Durbar. 

30.  We  repeat  that  we  have  lost  all  confidence  in  those  servants  which 
nothing  can  restore  but  a  strict  obedience  to  our  orders  and  a  more  scrupulous 
attention  to  the  Company's  true  interests.    In  the  mean  time  and  until  their 
conduct  shall  have  reinstated  them  in  our  good  opinion,  we  must  and  do  rely 
solely  on  our  President  Lord  Clive  and  the  Select  Committee,  whom  we  do 
hereby  invest  with  all  requisite  powers  for  securing  to  the  Company  all  sums 
paid  on  account  of  restitution  till  our  orders  are  known.    We  further  expect 
that  they  shall  give  us  a  clear  investigation  of  the  motives  that  influenced 
the  Governour  and  Council  to  engage  in  a  treaty  with  the  King  so  repugnant 
to  our  true  interest.    That  they  shall  examine  into  the  reasons  of  the  Burdwan 
lands  being  let  so  low  as  thirty  two  lacks,  when  by  the  accounts  transmitted  to 
us  the  collections  exceeded  fifty  lacks.    We  also  rely  on  the  Committee  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  shameful  demand  made  on  the  Nabob  for  the  navy  and 
supported  by  the  Council  to  their  great  dishonour.    And  if  any  further  cor- 
rupt or  oppressive  practices  come  to  their  knowledge,  that  they  suspend  those 
who  shall  appear  guilty  of  them,  and  give  us  the  fullest  information  thereof. 
And  lastly  we  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  that  the  late  President  and  Council 
neither  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  covenants  relative  to  the  receiving 
presents  from  the  country  government  nor  have  they  taken  the  least  notice 
of  them.    We  hope  there  is  no  further  meaning  in  this  neglect  than  the  defer- 
ring it  till  Lord  Clive's  arrival,  yet  when  we  consider  the  total  disregard  of 
our  most  solemn  orders  on  the  most  important  subjects  we  know  not  where 
their  disobedience  will  stop. 

31.  We  have  received  two  letters  from  Mr.  Spencer,3  the  first  dated  the 
5th  February  1765,  the  last  the  14th  March,  copies  of  which  we  enclose  for  your 
information.    As  they  both  urge  his  own  merit  in  so  strong  a  manner  we  find 
ourselves  obliged  to  give  our  sentiments  on  his  conduct  in  Bengal. 

32.  He  came  down  to  that  settlement  with  the  general  good  opinion  of 
the  world,  and  with  our  approbation  of  his  conduct  during  his  service  at 
Bombay,  with  this  peculiar  advantage,  that  he  was  free  from  all  the  embarrass- 
ments and  the  party  spirit  that  prevailed  in  Bengal  and  had  the  plain  path 
of  the  Company's  interest  before  him.    We  shall  therefore  recapitulate  the 
censure  we  have  passed  on  that  part  of  the  administration  of  our  affairs  in 
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which  he  wras  concerned,  and  which  we  take  for  granted  he  approved  as  no 
dissent  is  entered  by  him. 

33.  First,  the  very  same  letter  that  carried  his  appointment  to  the  Govern- 
ment, carried  our  most  positive  orders  to  put  a  total  and  effectual  stop  to  the 
trade  of  salt,  beetlenut  and  tobacco,  which  we  expressed  to  be  the  source  of 
the  war,  and  incompatible  with  the  peace  of  the  country  and  the  interest 
of  the  Company  ;  yet  in  the  Consultation  1 7th  October  wherein  that  order  is 
taken  into  consideration,  he  signs  to  a  resolution  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  salt 
and  beetlenut  paying  the  Nabob  on  salt  2l/2  per  cent,  in  direct  breach  of  our 
orders ;  and  in  the  treaty  with  the  new  Nabob  he  stipulates  for  that  right  by 
an  express  article  of  the  treaty. 

34.  Although  the  treaty  with  Meer  Jaffier  Ally  Cawn  was  entered  into 
before  Mr.  Spencer's  arrival  yet  he  gave  his  sanction  to  every  part  of  it,  parti- 
cularly that  which  stipulated  restitution  for  losses,  which  we  make  no  doubt 
he  knew  to  be  mostly  sustained  in  an  illicit  trade,  and  preferring  the  interest 
of  the  servants  to  the  honour  of  the  Company,  countenanced  the  aggravating- 
circumstances  which  accompanied  that  shameful  prostitution  of  our  authority 
in  rising  in  the  demand,  till  by  flinging  in  outstanding  debts  it  was  carried  to 
the  exorbitant  sum  of  fifty  three  lacks;   and  Mr.   Spencer  though  no  way 
interested  therein  joined  in  the  ungenerous  proceedings  by  which  Meer  Jaffier's 
consent  was  extorted  for  the  payment  of  these  demands,  and  in  the  treaty 
with  the  new  Nabob  makes  it  an  act  of  his  own  by  carefully  stipulating  for 
it  therein,  and  to  our  great  astonishment  we  see  his  name  to  Consultation  15th 
November  1764,  wherein  he  engages  the  authority  of  the  Company  to  obtain 
the  sum  of  twelve  lacks  and  a  half  for  the  navy,  though  as  far  as  appears  to 
us  the  demanding  this  sum  was  a  private  act  of  his  predecessor,  unknown  to 
him,  but  so  strongly  adopted  that  we  see  he  never  loses  sight  of  it,  but  makes 
the  recovery  of  it  part  of  the  instructions  to  the  Resident  at,  the  Durbar  on 
the  accession  of  the  new  Subah. 

35.  In   the  administration  of  our  revenues   he  has   so   overlooked   the 
accounts  of  the  province  of  Burdwan,  that  though  it  appears  in  them  the 
Rajah  collects  fifty  one  lacks  of  rupees,  yet  he  has  approved  the  agreement 
with  the  Rajah  for  thirty  two  lacks,  which  is  even  lower  than  the  preceding 
year,  nor  has  he  taken  any  notice  of  the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  rupees  applied 
to  the  use  of  our  servants  under  the  head  of  Charges  Residency. 

36.  In  his  letter  of  the  14th  March  he  urges  the  general  flourishing  state 
of  the  Company's  affairs  as  a  matter  of  merit  to  himself,  in  which  we  totally 
differ  from  him,  as  he  will  learn  from  our  sentiments  in  our  letter  of  the  24th 
December  and  the  present,  of  which  you  will  transmit  him  copies  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  administration  of  our  affairs  during  his  beine  of  our  Council 
in  Bengal. 

37.  In  the  packet  by  the  Bute  you  transmitted  to  us  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
with    the    Nabob    Nazim-o-Dowla,    which    is    attested    by    your    Secretary, 
Mr.  Majendie  to  be  a  true  copy,  whereas  it  has  neither  date  or  the  names  of 
our  Council  who  signed  the  treaty,  nor  the  Nabob's  name  to  it,  which  might 
have  been  very  weU  added,  as  it  appears  by  your  Consultations  of  the  6th  March 
last  that  you  then  received  it  properly  executed  by  the  Nabob.    You  are  to 
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inform  Mr.  Majendie  of  his  inattention  and  let  him  know  he  must  be  more 
careful  for  the  future. 

38.  The   President   and   Council   of  Fort   St.    George   having   employed 
Mr.  Dalrymple,  one  of  our  covenant  servants  on  that  establishment,  to  explore 
the  Eastern  Seas,  and  he  having  entered  into  some   engagements  with  the 
Sultan  of  Xolo4,  we  have  thought  proper  on  account  of  many  difficulties  which 
have  occurred,  for  the  present  to  decline  engaging  the  Company  in  a  trade 
to  that  and  other  circumjacent  islands  ;  it  would  therefore  without  an  express 
prohibition  lie  open  to  our  servants  and  others  trading  under  our  protection. 
But  as  we  have  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  adventures  of  this  kind 
may  be  undertaken  by  men  of  desperate  fortunes,  who  by  their  imprudent 
and  violent  conduct  are  apt  to  enter  into  broils  with  the  natives  and  leave 
impressions  on  their  minds  in  no  wise  advantageous  to  the  character  of  the 
nation,  it  is  therefore  our  meaning  and  express  orders  that  none  be  suffered 
to  trade  in  those  seas  without  a  particular  pass  or  licence  for  that  purpose  from 
you  or  one  of  our  other  Presidencies  (to  whom  we  now  give  the  like  caution). 
And  if  ever  you  should  attempt  or  permit  any  such  trade  to  be  undertaken, 
we  charge  you  to  be  extremely  careful  that  such  persons  only  be  employed 
whose  prudence  you  can  rely  on,  that  so  the  natives  may  not  be  alienated 
from  us  nor  cause  of  jealousy  be  given  to  the  Dutch  or  Spaniards. 

39.  When  we  consider  the  very  heavy  expence  that  falls  on  the  Company 
in  building  the  New  Fort,  and  that  it  is  designed  for  the  general  benefit  and 
security  of  the  whole  settlement,  wre  think  it  but  just  and  reasonable  that  the 
inhabitants  should  contribute  a  proportion  of  the  expence.    We  are  not  suffi- 
ciently informed  of  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  or  their  abilities  to  bear  it, 
but  give  you  this  general  observation,  leaving  it  to  you  to  consider  the  mode 
of  doing  it  in  the  manner  the  most  equitable  and  the  least  burthensome  to 
the  poorer  class.    And  it  is  proper  here  to  observe  that  a  temporary  assess- 
ment or  contribution  was  voluntarily  submitted  to  by  the  inhabitants  in  the 
year    1743   to  defray  the  expence  of  a  ditch  made   to   secure  the  town  of 
Calcutta  against  the  invasions  of  the  Morattas,  which  may  be  some  guide 
to  you  in  considering  our  said  recommendation. 

40.  Your  intention  of  easing  us  of  the  large  expence  of  the  construction 
of  a  fort  at  Burdwan  is  satisfactory  by  agreeing  according  to  plans  presented 

on  the  means  of  effectually  securing  the  factory  from  any 

Lre.  from  llth        sudden  irruptions  of  a  country  force,  though  no  estimate 

March  1765  Para.  r    ,  A  ^     i_          -L          i-jr^r          T_T>J 

17  oi  the  expence  appears  to  nave  been  laid  betore  the  Board. 

We  persuade  ourselves  the  matter  could  not  have  been 
determined  unless  the  charges  were  previously  well  considered  of,  and  this 
according  to  former  orders  is  a  rule  never  to  be  departed  from,  that  expensive 
buildings  may  not  be  begun  before  their  cost  has  been  perfectly  ascertained. 

41.  On  this  occasion  you  speak  of  plans  having  been  laid  before  you,  and 
in  several  former  instances  have  done  the  like,  which  leads  us  to  observe  that 

a  very   slight  respect  has   been   shewn   to   the  frequently 
repeated  orders  given  for  transmitting  copies  of  all  such  as 
have  been  and  shall  be  made  and  laid  before  the  Board,  which  has  only  been 
done  of  the  works  at  Calcutta  and  the  survey  of  Chittagonfg],  yet  it*  has  appear- 
ed to  us  that  such  have  been  in  private  custody  here,  particularly  the  survey  of 
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the  Calcutta  lands.  You  will  therefore  be  deemed  highly  culpable  in  for- 
bearing to  pay  the  attention  due  on  this  important  point,  by  furnishing  us 
with  copies  of  all  draughts,  plans  and  surveys  in  your  custody  made  of  our 

works,  lands  or  of  anv  other  kind  whatsoever. 

* 

42.  We  are  very  much  surprised  at  and  highly  disapprove  the  concessions 
you  have  made  to  the  Burdwan  Rajah.    We  gave  you  our  sentiments  on  your 

conduct  in  collecting  the  revenues  of  that  province  in  our 

vr^u^'V11?1*  letter  of  the  24th  December  last.  We  think  this  so  glaring 
March  1 /6s  Pa.  14.  .  £>  & 

a  neglect  of  our  interest  that  we  direct  the  Committee  to 
make  it  an  object  of  their  enquiry,  what  could  have  induced  you  to  accept 
any  such  terms  when  the  cutcherry  receipts  sent  annually  to  the  Board  have 
made  it  evident  that  the  Rajah  collected  more  than  fifty  lacks  on  his  tenants. 
What  you  write  us  of  the  sallamy  to  be  paid  on  the  birth  of  a  son  to  the  Rajah, 
is,  like  many  other  things  relative  to  the  Burdwan  province,  so  obscure  that 
we  do  not  comprehend  it  and  therefore  require  an  explanation ;  if  it  is  meant 
that  the  sallamy  is  to  be  at  the  expence  of  the  Company,  it  will  add  to  our 
dissatisfaction  at  your  conduct  relative  to  that  province. 

43.  Since  writing  our  letter  of  the   13th  December   1765,   wherein  you 
were  advised  of  our  having  appointed  the  twenty  three  young  gentlemen 
therein  named  writers  upon  your  establishment,  we  have  appointed  another 
vizt.  William  Wynne  who  is  to  take  rank  on  the  said  list  next  below  Samuel 
Michell,  and  as  he  had  our  permission  to  proceed  in  1764  to  Bengal,  covenants 
to  be  executed  by  him  are  enclosed  in  the  packet  by  the  Lord  Camden. 

44.  Although  we  apprehend  upon  receiving  the  writers  we  have  appoint- 
ed this  season  in  addition  to  the  covenant  servants  at  present  standing  on 
your  list  you  will  have  a  sufficient  number  of  civil  servants  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  Presidency,  yet  we  would  have  you  give  us  your  sentiments 
thereon,  that  we  may  either  send  more  or  withhold  our  hands  for  some  time, 
and  in  giving  such  information  you  are  to  particularize  the  several  offices 
and  departments,  and  how  many  it  is  necessary  to  station  to  each. 

45.  You  recommend  Francis  Gladman,  who  has  wrote  for  some  time  under 

your  Secretary,  to  be  appointed  a  covenant  servant,  as  we 

Lre.   from    llth     know  nothing  of  him,  we  do  not  think  proper  to  comply 

March  1765.  Para.      ^^  yQur  recommendatiorij  anc|  we  direct  that  you  inform 

us  how  he  came  to  Bengal  and  what  were  your  motives  for 
employing  him,  and  if  you  find  he  had  not  our  licence  to  reside  in  India  you 
are  to  send  him  to  England. 

46.  At  the  instance  of  the  friends  of  the  Revd.   Mr.  Thomas  Blomer 
one  of  our  chaplains  at  Bombay,  we  have  agreed  to  remove  him  from  thence 
to  fill  up  the  vacancy  of  Chaplain  at  Fort  William,  and  do  now  give  directions 
accordingly  to  Bombay  for  his  repairing  to  Bengal ;  on  his  arrival  there  he  is  to 
be  appointed  Second  Chaplain  at  the  Presidency. 

47.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Plaisted's  application  and  your  recommendation 
for  his  having  the  same  standing  on  your  establishment  in  the  rank  of  cove- 

Lre  from  llth  nant  servants  as  ne  would  have  had  from  the  time  of  our 
March  1765  Para,  appointing  him  a  factor  for  Bombay,  and  to  rise  in  the  service 
37-  in  the  usual  course,  we  cannot  comply  therewith  as  by 

our  letter  of  the  9th  March   1763  he  was  appointed   and  fixed  to  be  the 
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youngest  factor  upon  the  Bengal  list  only  that  he  might  have  the  pro- 
tection and  advantages  in  trade  enjoyed  by  our  covenant  servants.  However, 
as  we  are  sensible  of  his  merit  in  the  attention  and  assiduity  he  has 
bestowed  in  the  stations  he  has  been  employed  in,  we  would  have  you  give 
him  all  the  reasonable  encouragement  his  services  deserve  agreeable  to  Ms 
situation,  in  any  other  way  than  rising  upon  the  list  of  covenant  servants, 
which  as  before  observed  we  do  not  think  proper  to  comply  with,  especially 
as  we  are  come  to  a  resolution  that  no  persons  in  a  military  capacity  shall  for 
the  future  be  admitted  upon  the  civil  list  at  Fort  St.  George. 

48.  Roger    Carter   Esqr.    having   desired   our    permission    to   resign    the 
Government  of  Fort  Marlborough  on  account  of  his  bad  state  of  health  and 
reside  in  some  other  part  of  India,  we  have  accordingly  given  him  leave  to 
resign,  but  as  we  cannot  comply  with  the  other  part  of  his  request,  lie  is 
directed  to  return  directly  to  England  upon  the  expiration  of  the  time.    It  is 
our  pleasure  he  should  continue  in  the  Government  that  is  to  say,  until  the 
last  day  of  January  1767,  unless  a  ship  arrives  upon  the  West  Coast,  in  which 
he  can  take  passage  for  England  before  that  time,  in  which  case  he  is  to 
surrender  up  the  Government  upon  his  embarking  on  such  ship,  or  as  much 
sooner  as  may  be  convenient  to  him. 

49.  We  are  now  to  inform  you  that  we  have  appointed  Richard  Wyatt 
Esqr.,  President  and  Governour  of  Fort  Marlborough  and  all  its  dependancies 
upon  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra  to  commence  upon  Mr.  Carter's  quitting  it 
as  beforementioned,  and  we  have  settled  the  Council  in  the  following  manner 
vizt. 

50.  Richard  Wyatt  Esqr.,  President  and  Governour  as  beforementioned, 
Air.  Joseph  Darvall,  Second  in  Council  and  to  succeed  to  the  Government  in 
case  of  a  vacancy  therein  by  the  death  or  otherwise  of  Mr.  Wyatt,  Messrs. 
Robert  Hay,  third,  George  Scott,  fourth,  Robert  Nairne,  fifth,  John  Herbert, 
sixth,  Hugh  Stewart,  seventh,  John  Guild,  eighth  and  Stokeham  Donston, 
ninth  and  last  in  the  said  Council. 

51.  In  our  letter  to  you  of  the  21st  November  1764,  we  admitted  that 
Mr,  Henry  Plowman  one  of  our  covenant  servants  upon  the  Fort  Marlborough 
establishment  might  continue  in  Bengal  until  he  had  discharged  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  Mr.  Vansittart  with  respect  to  his  private  concerns.    We 
now  confirm  the  same,  but  at  the  same  time  we  direct  that  as  soon  as  those 
affairs  are  finished  Mr.  Plowman  is  forthwith  to  repair  to  his  station  at  Fort 
Marlborough  or  return  to  England  by  the  first  conveyance  that  shall  after- 
wards offer,  which  you  are  to  signify  to  him,  and  also  take  care  to  see  these 
directions  are  complied  with. 

52.  Upon  the  particular  application  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Robert  Hunter 
late  one  of "  our  surgeons  at  Fort  Marlborough,  we  appointed  him  a  factor 
there,  but  as  we  find  he  was  permitted  before  notice  of  that  appointment  was 
received  to  proceed  as  surgeon  of  the  Bute,  and  you  have  since  appointed  him 
to  be  a  supernumerary  surgeon  on  the  Bengal  establishment  we  now  direct 
that  you  signify  to  him  that  he  is  to  return  forthwith  to  Fort  Marlborough 
and  take  upon  him  the  station  of  a  factor  on  that  establishment  or  that  he 
return  to  England  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity,  one  or  other  of  which 
we  give  in  charge  to  you  to  take  care  is  complied  with. 
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53.  You  are  in  future  to  add  to  your  military  list  the  names  of  all  the 
cadets  unprovided  for,  that  we  may  know  how  those  are  preferred  who  we 
recommend  from  time  to  time,  and  this  is  the  more  necessary  as  it  has  been 
intimated  that  free  merchants  and  others  have  been  often  advanced  over 
the  heads  of  those  who  proceed  from  hence  with  our  directions  to  succeed  in 
their  turn  as  vacancies  offer,  for  we  lay  it  down  as  a  rule  that  those  who  proceed 
under  our  orders  are  first  to  be  provided  for,  unless  you  give  us  very  good 
reasons  to  the  contrary.    And  we  further  direct  that  all  the  cadets  we  send 
out  be  employed  in  the  military  service  only,  and  not  suffered  to  enter  into 
any  other  employment,  and  further  a  regular  list  of  the  said  cadets,  distinguish- 
ing in  what  manner  they  are  disposed  of,  must  be  sent  us  from  time  to  time 
properly  authenticated  in  your  list  of  military  by  the  commanding  officer 
for  the  time  being. 

54.  On  consideration  of  the  case  of  Captain  John  Francis  de  Beck,  an 
officer  who  has  served  with  reputation  on  the  Fort  St.  George  establishment, 
but  being  a  foreigner,  an  inferior  officer  was  advanced  by  the  President  and 
Council  there,  to  a  majority  over  the  head  of  Captain  de  Beck  on  account 
only  of  his  being  a  foreigner ;  but  as  we  have  since  formed  our  troops  into 
battalions,  with  Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonels  and  Majors  to  command  them 
we  see  no  reason  why  officers  though  foreigners  should  not  rise  to  a  certain 
rank,  provided  they  are  found  deserving,  and  have  therefore  directed  that 
Captain  de  Beck  do  succeed  to  the  first  majority  at  Fort  St.  George  that  shall 
become  vacant  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  these  ships  carry  thither, 
but  that  he  is  not  to  rise  to  an  higher  rank  in  our  forces  than  Major,  and  that 
such  restraint  be  observed  as  a  standing  rule  for  the  future  with  respect  to 
all  foreigners,  which  we  make  you  acquainted  with  that  you  may   strictly 
observe  the  same,  that  is  to  say,  that  no  foreigner  is  to  be  promoted  to  an 
higher  rank  than  Major,  and  you  are  to  make  it  known  accordingly  to  all 
foreign  officers  serving  in  our  troops  under  your  Presidency. 

55.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Carnac  dated  the 
5th  February  1765  apologising  for  having  declined  to  accept  of  our  service 
for  some  time,  and  assigning  as  the  cause  of  his  so  doing,  that  he  could  not 
resume  his  station  with  propriety  or  with  the  prospect  of  being  of  any  utility 
while  the  person  continued  in  the  Presidency  whom  he  had  rendered  his 
inveterate  enemy,  meaning  (as  we  suppose)  our  late  President  Mr.  Vansittart. 
We  find  the  same  apology  offered  to  you,  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  the  24th 
December  1764.    This  information  from  General  Carnac  (without  which  we 
might  have  remained  wholly  ignorant  that  he  had  declined  our  service)  has 
led  us  into  reflections  on  your  conduct,  and  his  in  no  wise  to  the  advantage  ofi 
either.    We  can  hardly  impute  to  an  involuntary  omission  your  silence  on 
this  subject  both  in  your  letters  to  us  and  on  your  records.    We  find  indeed 
on  your  Consultation  the  29th  October,  a  resolution  to  communicate  to  him 
our  order  of  the  10th  April  1764  which  reinstated  him,  and  we  must  suppose 
it  was  accordingly  done.    We  must  suppose  also  that  he  did  not  accept  of  our 
service  at  that  time,  although  no  such  matter  appears  publickly,  and  this  is 
one  instance  wherein  you  appear  to  us  reprehensible,  for  you  should  have 
publickly  insisted  on  his  declaring  himself,  and  whether  his  reasons  appeared 
to  you  sufficient  or  otherwise,  your  resolution  should  have  been  recorded,  and 
then,  in  either  case  you  would  have  been  at  liberty  to  have  taken  proper 
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measures  concerning  the  chief  command  of  the  army  and  its  operations  upon 
Major  Munro's  quitting  it ;  but  so  far  was  this  from  being  the  case,  that  when 
you  received  Major  Munro's  letter  of  the  22nd  November  (read  in  Consulta- 
tion 6th  December)  intimating  his  intention  of  leaving  the  army  the  beginning 
of  January,  you  contented  yourselves  with  writing  to  him  to  stay  as  long  as 
he  could,  and  suffered  fourteen  days  more  to  elapse  before  you  applied  pubhck- 
ly  to  General  Carnac  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  the  army,  and 
it  was  the  10th  of  January  before  he  was  actually  ready  to  set  out  from 
Calcutta.  In  the  mean  time  Major  Munro  quitted  the  command  of  the  army 
which  devolved  on  the  next  in  rank,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,5  whose  conduct  (if 
it  were  rash  as  you  at  first  seemed  to  think)  might  probably  be  occasioned 
by  the  ardent  desire  of  effecting  something  that  might  give  him  an  eclat 
before  he  should  be  obliged  to  yield  the  command  to  another,  a  spirit  very 
laudable  when  tempered  with  prudence,  but  most  dangerous  to  our  affairs  if 
exerted  for  the  sole  purpose  of  gaining  reputation  or  wealth,  and  this  risque 
might  as  probably  have  been  avoided  had  General  Carnac  wholly  declined 
our  service  and  in  consequence  thereof  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  been  invested 
regularly  with  the  command,  or  if  General  Carnac  had  accepted  our  service 
at  first  and  been  ready  to  take  the  command  on  Major  Munro's  quitting  It. 

56.  It  appears  then  that  from  the  29th  October  to  the  24th  December, 
near  two  months,  it  remained  a  doubt  wh ether  General  Carnac  would  act  or 
not,  and  the  reason  he  assigns  to  us  and  to  you,  for  not  accepting  it  sooner, 
leads  us  to  another  part  of  your  conduct  which  we  disapprove.  We  must  sup- 
pose the  same  reasons  were  offered  to  you  at  first,  and  are  so  far  from  being 
admissible  that  they  appear  to  us  to  have  the  most  dangerous  tendency,  for  if 
our  officers  shall  think  that  enmity  and  resentment  to  individuals,  amongst 
those  who  are  invested  with  our  authority,  are  motives  sufficient  to  justify  them 
in  withholding  their  service,  or  in  other  words,  if  they  entertain  the  notion 
that  they  cannot  act  with  propriety  under  those  whose  opinions  and  measures 
they  disapprove,  this  doctrine  we  say  if  admitted,  strikes  at  the  fundamental 
principle  of  government,  which  is  subordination.  This  is  so  evident  that  we 
are  astonished  how  you  could  suffer  it  to  be  offered  to  you  without  animad- 
version on  your  part,  but  indeed  when  we  have  so  much  cause  to  complain 
of  its  violation  in  all  degrees  of  our  servants,  and  whilst  you  yourselves  in  the 
disregard  you  have  manifested  to  our  orders,  set  so  publickly  the  example, 
how  should  it  be  expected  that  those  who  are  subjected  to  you  should  respect 
yours?  With  regard  to  General  Carnac  you  must  signify  to  him  that  we 
highly  disapprove  of  his  apology  as  well  for  the  reasons  before  given,  as  for 
the  asperity  of  his  stile  especially  as  but  a  few  months  before,  General 
Carnac  himself  joined  with  others  of  the  Council,  in  requesting  Mr.  Vansittart 
to  remain  in  the  chair. 

57.  We  sent  to  Fort  Marlborough  this  season  by  the  ships  Havannah  and 
Hawke  about  one  hundred  military  recruits,  but  being  sensible  they  in  addition 
to  the  present  number  of  our  military  at  that  Presidency  will  very  considerably 
exceed  the  establishment  we  have  directed  of  three  hundred  Europeans,  we 
have  therefore  acquainted  our  said  President  and  Council  that  after  making 
a  proper  reserve  for  deaths,  they  are  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the  first  and 
all  convenient  conveyances  to  send  the  surplus  Europeans  to  our  Presidencies 
at  Fort  William,  Fort  St.  George  or  Bombay,  giving  the  preference,  however, 
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to  the  two  first  named,  where  they  will  be  more  immediately  necessary,  and 
in  order  to  prevent  any  difficulties  that  might  arise  at  our  said  Presidencies 
with  respect  to  rank,  we  have  further  directed  that  no  commission  officers 
do  proceed  with  such  surplus  Europeans.  Should  therefore  any  of  the  recruits 
from  Fort  Marlborough  in  consequence  of  the  above  directions  arrive  at  Fort 
St.  George,  we  have  given  directions  to  that  Presidency,  on  duly  considering 
all  circumstances,  either  to  detain  them  or  forward  them  to  you  as  shall  appear 
best  for  the  Company's  service. 

58.  In  order  to  comply  with  your  pressing  demand  for  recruits,  and  as  the 
ships  consigned  to  the  Coast  and  Bay  cannot  conveniently  carry  so  many  as 
are  wanted,  the  Speaker  and  two  of  the  latter  Bombay  ships  are  to  call  first 
at  Fort  St.  George,  with  one  hundred  recruits  on  board  each,  which  when 
landed,  the  ships  are  then  to  proceed  to  Bombay,  their  proper  consigned  port 
without  loss  of  time.    As  to  the  said  recruits  we  have  directed  our  President 
and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  to  forward  all  or  as  many  as  you  may  want 
bv  the  first  eood  conveyances. 

•/  Cj  * 

59.  In  our  letter  of  the  24th  December  last  you  were  directed  to  give  us 
your  reasons  for  entertaining  Lewis  du  Gloss  as  an  assistant  with  the  rank 
of  Captain  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers.    Upon  observing  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  that  branch,  it  is  more  necessary  that  you  should  be  very  explicit 
in  your  said  reasons  and  for  what  particular  purposes  you  entertained  him, 
which  you  must  without  fail  send  us.    And  we  further  direct  that  when  you 
want  assistant  engineers  you  advise  us  thereof,  as  we  shall  supply  you  from 
hence  with  such  as  you  shall  really  want  from  time  to  time. 

60.  We  cannot '  without  the  utmost  concern  reflect  upon  the  uncommon 
mortality  among  the  recruits  on  board  the  Lord  Anson,  by  which  205  were 

lost  out  of  300  which  were  sent  aboard,  as  appears  by  a 

™LreTl  fe1? -.I11*1  return  our  Paymaster  received  from  Captain  Parker,  one 
March  l/6i  Para.  £  ,  -v  re  i  i  -•  .  ,  ,  • 

7.  oi  the  military  omcers  who  took  passage  on  the  said  ship, 

though  in  your  letter  of  the  llth  March  last  you  say  224 
died  before  her  arrival  in  the  River.  We  must  suppose  that  you  did  as  soon 
as  possible  make  an  enquiry  into  what  may  have  been  the  occasion  of  this 
extraordinary  calamity,  fatal  to  so  many  poor  creatures  and  attended  with 
great  disappointment  to  your  Presidency.  But  if  you  have  not  made  such 
an  enquiry,  we  direct  that  you  immediately  set  about  it  in  the  strictest  manner 
you  are  able,  by  examining  all  such  persons  who  may  be  at  your  Presidency 
or  elsewhere  within  your  reach  who  were  in  the  Lord  Anson,  whether  the 
captain,  ship's  officers  and  any  of  the  crew,  or  military  officers,  passengers  and 
others.  And  send  us  an  account  of  such  enquiry  by  the  first  conveyances. 

61.  Captain  Parker  in  his  said  letter,  a  copy  of  which  we  now  send  for 
your  information,  attributes  the  mortality  in   a  great  measure  to   Captain 
Calbraith's  not  putting  into  the  Cape,  beating  a  long  time  upon  the  west  coast 
of  Sumatra,  without  calling  at  Fort  Marlborough,  both  which  he  was  earnestly 
pressed  to  do  and  being  almost  destitute  of  any  thing  proper  for  the  men. 
These  circumstances  merit  your  particular  attention  in  the  enquiry  you  are 
to.  make,  and  therefore  we  shall  expect  you  will  be  very  minute  therein,  for 
if  they  are  true,  we  must  conclude  the  Captain  and  owners  have  not  comply ed 
with  their  agreement  for  laying  in  a  sufficient  stock  of  necessaries  for  the 
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voyage,  and  that  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  people  have  been  aggravated  by 
Captain  Calbraith's  obstinacy. 

62.  Considering  your  great  want  of  recruits  for  the  military  service  we 
are  much  concerned  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  not  arrived  when  the  Bute 

left  Bengal.    This   delay  in  Captain  Abercromby  by  his 
Lre.    from    llth      layine  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  from  the  30th  of  Novem- 

T\  flf  1  1  ^7  £  f         T^  ^^ 

March    i/os    ^ara.    ker  lQ  ^   ^^  Q£  january  ^s  t]ie  more  particular,  as  it 

appears  by  his  letters  to  us,  his  people  were  In  good  health 
and  he  was  ready  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  the  15th  of  December.  We  take 
it  for  granted  you  have  examined  into  the  reasons  for  Captain  Abercromby 's 
continuing  so  long  at  the"  Cape,  which  we  shall  expect  you  will  fully  Inform 
us  of  by  the  first  conveyances.  If  contrary  to  our  expectations  no  such  exami- 
nation has  been  made,  you  are  to  set  about  it  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  and 
acquaint  us  with  the  result  by  the  very  first  conveyance  afterwards. 

63.  We  find  the  account  of  salaries  and  gratuities  has  encreased  of  late 
years  so  very  considerably  by  the  practice  you  have  fallen  Into  contrary  to 
our  orders,  of  creating  offices  and  annexing  salaries  without  first  obtaining  our 
permission,  that  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  make  the  following  reductions. 

64.  The  Military  Pay-Master  and  Pay-Master  of  the  Seapoys  in  Garrisoa 
we  see  are  conducted  by  one  person,  we  therefore  direct  that  you  either  abolish 
the  last  or  continue  them  two  offices  annexing  current  rupees  one  thousand 
to  the  former  and  five  hundred  to  the  latter. 

65.  We  cannot  perceive  by  the  detail  of  the  management  of  the  lands 
that  it  can  require  more  than  one  person's  attendance  In  the  duty  of  Secretary 
and  Accountant,  and  therefore  direct  you  to  reduce  the  office  of  Accountant, 
or  continue  it  and  divide   the  salary   to  be   to  each  of  current  rupees  50 
per  month. 

66.  When  you  advised  us  of  your  having  annexed  current  rupees  300 
a  month  to  the  office  of  Persian  Translator,  we  then  recommended  it  to  you 
to  reduce  it,  to  which  we  find  you  paid  no  attention.    As  the  knowledge  of  the 
Persian  language  now  leads  to  lucrative  employments,  we  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  hold  out  such  great  rewards  for  it,  we  therefore  direct  you  to 
reduce   it   to   current  rupees    100   per   month   and   his   assistant  to   current 
rupees  50  per  month. 

67.  As  the  secretaries  have  all  such  ample  appointments  we  expect  one 
of  them  shall  at  least  be  qualified  for  French  Translator,  and  therefore  that 
office  and  salary  must  be  abolished,  also  that  of  Post  Master  which  duty  must 
be  performed  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  or  one  of  the  Sub  Secretaries.    The 
salary  annexed  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Committee  of  Works  must  be  reduced  to 
current  rupees  50  per  month.    The  Sub  Buxey  and  Sub  Pay-Master  of  the 
Works  are  to  go  together  at  the  salary  of  current  rupees  30  per  month. 

68.  We  are  surprized  at  the  great  salary  annexed  to  the  office  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Requests ;  it  must  be  reduced  to  current  rupees  1000  and  the 
salary  oiClerk  to  the  Court  of  Cutcherry  must  be  reduced  to  current  rupees  1200 
per  annum. 

69.  "As  we  are  desirous  to  have  our  military  expences  well  attended  to, 
we  shall  acquiesce  in  the  salary  given  to  the  Deputy  Commissary  and  shall 
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expect  to  see  the  Commissary's  books  well  kept  up  and  regularly  transmitted 

to  us. 

70.  We  observe  the  clerkship  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts  is  held  by 
a  writer  who  has  three  offices,  it  cannot  therfore  be  a  very  laborious  office, 
and  we  therefore  reduce  the  salary  to  current  rupees  500  per  annum. 

71.  Our  good  intention  towards  our  junior  servants  in  permitting  salaries 
to  be  annexed  to  offices  is  in  a  great  measure  frustrated  by  the  conferring 
various  offices  on  one  servant  which  indicates  a  partiality  In  the  distribution 
of  favours  we  by  no  means  approve,  and  we  therefore  positively  direct  that 
none  of  our  servants  out  of  Council  shall  "on  any  account  be  permitted  to 
hold  two  gratuity  places  at  one  time,  and  we  expect  to  see  a  strict  conformity 
to  this  order  In  the  next  account  of  salary  we  shall  receive  after  this  reaches 

your  hands. 

* 

72.  The  increase  of  our  expence  in  surgeons  for  the  hospitals,  subordi- 
nates and  army  has  already  been  taken  notice  of  in  our  letter  of  the  15th 
February  1 765,  and  we  expect  to  find  that  you  have  effected  the  reduction  there 
recommended  ;  otherwise  we  positively  order  you  to  reduce  the  pay  and  allow- 
ance to  the  head  surgeons  within  more  moderate  bounds. 

73.  The  additioaal  allowance  of  100  rupees  per  month,  which  you  have 
made  to  the  chaplains  at  your  Presidency  appears  to  us  very  great,  but  as  you 
have  represented  the  insufficiency  of  their  former  appointment  and,  as  we  are 
desirous  that  they  should  support  their  character  in  a  suitable  manner,  we 
leave  it  to  you  to  consider  whether  the  increase  of  expences  or  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  present  gentlemen  can  make  so  large  an  advance  necessary. 

74.  However  necessary  it  might  be  for  the  Fort  William's  putting  in  at 
Sancta  Cruz  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  supplying  the  recruits  on  board 

T        ,         n,,      that  ship  with  fresh  provisions  and  other  refreshments,  yet 
Lie.    from    llth  j-i        n       •         o          •      T>      i_          i_         i 

March   1765  Para,      your  so  readily  allowing  Captain  Koch  such  a  large  sum 

13-  as  £1,299-2-10  for  that  service  and  some  other  articles  he 

supplied  them  with  out  of  his  own  stores,  without  entering  into  any  examina- 
tion whatsoever,  whether  the  said  charge  was  reasonable  or  not,  especially  as 
It  appears  a  shilling  a  day  for  each  man  during  the  time  of  the  ship's  laying 
at  the  said  places  is  included  in  the  beforementioned  sum,  shews  great  in- 
attention to  the  Company's  Interest,  and  as  a  further  aggravation  of  your  want 
of  care,  you  refer  us  in  your  letter  to  the  particulars  on  your  Consultations  of 
which  that  sura  is  composed,  but  upon  turning  thereto  we  find  indeed  Captain 
Koch's  letter  entered,  but  nothing  of  the  account  referred  to,  so  that  we  our- 
selves for  want  thereof  are  deprived  of  forming  a  judgment  thereupon,  any 
otherwise  than  as  it  appears  a  part  of  the  charge  consisted  of  fifteen  pipes  of 
wine  at  250  Arcot  rupees  a  pipe,  whereas  the  price  at  Sancta  Cruz  could  not 
exceed  £10  a  pipe  cask  and  all  charges  included,  from  which  we  may  suppose 
the  rest  of  the  articles  to  be  proportionably  exorbitant.  We  insist  upon  your 
entering  into  an  examination  of  that  account,  and  to  see  what  has  been 
unnecessary  or  overcharged,  and  if  Captain  Roch  or  any  representative  of  him 
or  the  owners  are  in  India,  that  you  recover  the  amount ;  if  not,  send  us  a 
full  account  of  your  proceedings,  a  copy  of  the  account  and  your  opinion  upon 
the  whole  that  we  may  endeavour  to  recover  the  amount  here. 
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75.  At  the  same  time  that  you  agreed  to  discharge  the  beforementioned 
sum,  you  ordered  payment  to  Captain  Roch  of  the  ballance  of  the  freight  of  the 
Fort  William  amounting  to  £1,645-3-8  making  together  the  sum  of  £2,944-6-6 
for  which  you  granted  certificates  on  us,  hut  to  shew  your  further  negligence 
and  inattention,  you  have  not  sent  us  a  copy  of  the  said  account,  as  you  ought 
to  have  done  and  must  still  do,  and  in  drawing  the  said  certificate,  instead  of 
describing  that  the  money  was  paid  into  cash  on  the  beforementioned  accounts. 
you  have  expressly  said  it  was  on  his  indulgence,  which  implies  it  was  the 
produce  of  his  private  trade,  and  consequently  lays  us  under  a  difficulty  with 
respect  to  the  payment  of  the  said  certificate. 

76.  The  greatest  care  and  regularity  should  always  be  observed  in  drawing 
upon  us  for  monies  paid  into  your  cash,  but  sorry  we  are  to  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  saying  that  of  late  but  little  attention  has  been  had 

T  -C  11  +T-* 

March  thereto,    and    to    shew    what    we    assert    is    not    without 

foundation,  we  shall  point  out  some  particulars  on  account 
of  the  draughts  by  the  Bute  lately  arrived. 

77.  You   mention  in  your   letter  that   you  had   drawn   on   us  for   the 
remainder  of  the  twenty  lacks  of  that  season  as  per  register  annexed,  but  omit 
the  amount,  and  the  register  referred  to  is  a  list  of  bills  without  dates,  totals,  or 
being  signed  by  you,  the  accountant,  sub  accountant  or  any  other  person  what- 
soever, by  which  omissions  the  proper  checks  are  lost,  for  the  future  therefore 
you  are  to  take  care  that  the  advices  in  the  body  of  your  letters  and  the  registers 
correspond  with  each  other  and  that  you  sign  the  latter  as  well  as  the  letters. 

78.  The  certificates  you  granted  to  Capt.  Maitland,  his  Chief  Mate  and 
Purser  for  money  paid  into  cash  on  account  of  their   indulgence,  are   drawn 
payable  at  ninety  days  sight  and  two  shillings  and  four  pence  a  rupee,  whereas 
according  to  our  former  orders  and  constant  practice,  the  time  of  payment  and 
rate  of  exchange  should  be  left  to  us  to  ascertain  and  consequently  ought  not 
to  have  been  inserted  in  the  certificates.    Neither  these  certificates  or  the  before- 
mentioned  one  granted  to  Captain  Roch  are  added  as  they  ought  to  have  been 
to  the  register  annexed  to  your  letter,  nor  are  they  signed  by  the  accountant  or 
sub  accountant  even  with  the  initial  letters  of  their  names.    It  is  surprising 
you  could  venture  to  sign  them  without  so  essential  an  authentication,  and  we 
positively  direct  that  for  the  future  the  accountant  or  sub  accountant  sign  their 
names  at  length  to  every  bill  and  certificate  that  we  may  be  assured  the  money 
for  which  they  are  drawn  is  regularly  paid  into  cash.    And  we  further  direct 
that  you  take  care  that  the  sums  granted  for  bills  or  certificates  be  entered  up 
to  the  very  day  of  dispatch,  in  your  treasury  accounts  to  be  transmitted  by 
every  ship,  that  they  may  as  a  further  check  exactly  correspond  with  your 
letters  and  registers  which  is  not  the  case  in  those  by  the  Bute. 

79.  As  the  draughts  upon  us  in  the  course  of  the  last  season  amounted 
to  so  large  a  sum  as  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  besides  those  mentioned  in  your 
letter  by  the  Bute  for  Major  Munro  and  the  officers  of  his  regiment  and  the 
captain  and  officers  of  the  said  ship,  you  did  well  in  refusing  to  receive  any 
further  sums,  and  here  we  recommend  it  to  you  in  the  strongest  manner  to 
be  extremely  careful  to  draw  upon  us  from  time  to  time  for  no  more  than 
shall  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Company's  service,  for  if  you  lose  sight 
of  that  to  serve  individuals  we  shall  highly  resent  it. 
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80.  As  there  are  some  debits  and  credits  on  the  ballances  of  your  books 
ending  1763,  which  are  in  a  great  measure  imaginary  and  prevent  us  from 
seeing  the  real  balance  of  your  stock,  we  recommend  to  you  to  consider  how 
far  this  may  be  remedied  without  any  inconvenience. 

81.  With  respect  to  the  account  restitution  1757  though  we  suppose  that 
most  parts  of  it  are  by  this  time  adjusted,  yet  as  the  manner  in  which  this 
transaction  was  at  first  conducted,  has  prevented  the  state  of  the  several  funds 
from  appearing  on  your  books,  it  may  be  necessary  to  let  the  whole  account 
continue  as  at  present  while  the  balance  to  the  European  sufferers  remains 
unadjusted. 

82.  But  as  to  the  credit  given  the  Nabob  Jaffier  Ally  Cawn  for  current 
rupees  11,62,277-9-5  we  do  not  see  the  expediency  of  your  continuing  the  same 
on  balance  ;  that  sum  appearing  to  be  for  pay  of  the  army  at  Patna  might 
properly  have  been  carried  to  the  credit  of  your  campaign  operations,  and 
indeed  we  cannot  account  for  your  not  doing  this  at  the  same  time  that  you 
wrote  off  at  once  the  campaign  operations  for  several  years.    However,  if  you 
should  not  have  discharged  your  subsequent  books  of  this  sum,  or  have  not 
sufficient  reason  for  it's  continuance,  the  same  should  be  wrote  off  as  such 
imaginary  credits  diminish  the  nett  balance  of  your  stock. 

83.  We  also    observe    that  the    expedition    against  the    Dutch  and  the 
indemnification  received  from  them  remain  both  on  balance.    If  these  accounts 
are  compleated  and  nothing  further  is  to  be  paid  or  received  on  either,  we  see 
no  reason  why  they  may  not  be  closed  and  the  difference  wrote  off  to  profit  and 
loss. 

84.  We  could  not  but  be  surprised  to  see  account  deposits  stand  debtor 
in  a  sum  of  current  rupees  11,674-4-6.    This  we  find  to  be  owing  to  your  having 
paid  to  that  amount  more  than  the  deposits  in  your  hands,  and  in  examining 
the  several  accounts  comprehended  under  this  head,  it  appears  that  the  over- 
payment was  to  the  estate  of  Major  Kilpatrick.    In  order  therefore  that  we 
may  not  suffer  by  the  inattention  of  our  servants  at  your  Presidency,  we  expect 
that  you  will  without  delay  take  every  measure  in  your  power  for  the  recovery 
of  the  sum  that  has  been  overpaid  but  if  by  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed, 
you  should  have  lost  the  opportunity  of  applying  to  the  proper  persons  in 
Bengal,  you  must  not  fail  to  send  us  a  regular  account  thereof,  authenticated 
under  the  seal  of  the  Mayor's  Court,  together  with  such  information  as  may  be 
necessary  to  support  a  demand  in  England.    At  the  same  time  that  we  mention 
this  to  you  we  must  still  observe  that  we  shall  not  rest  satisfied  with  such  a  loss, 
for  in  this  or  in  every  other  like  instance  of  neglect,  we  consider  our  servants 
as  answerable  for  the  consequences  and  expect  to  be  indemnifyed  by  them. 

85.  There  are  other  debits  also    on    your  books    which  have    remained 
invariable  for  several  years  and  ought  to  have  been  adjusted  or  reasons  assigned 
for  their  continuance,  particularly  those  in  the  names  of  John  Cooke,  Adrian 
Bisdom,  Luke  Scrafton  and  William  Watts.    If  these  accounts  shall  not  have 
been  closed  on  your  later  books,  they  must  be  immediately  examined  into,  and 
proper  measures  taken  for  the  recovery  of  what  shall  then  appear  justly  due, 
but  if  from  any  cause  you  should  not  be  able  to  effect  the  same,  you  must 
carefully  state  such  accounts  and  transmit  them  to  us  duly  authenticated, 
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giving  us  a  full  explanation  of  them  and  assigning  the  reasons  why  they  have 
remained  uncleared  for  so  long  a  time. 

86.  As  to  the  balances  brought  from  your  books  1756,  such  as  old  factories 
and  buildings,  old  outstanding  debts,  dadney  due  from  the  merchants,  goods 
from  Europe  per  ship  Lynn  1750,  chunam  contract  and  charges  law  suits,  though 
it  may  be  thought  expedient  to  continue  the  same,  yet  that  we  may  not  be 
misled  in  our  estimate  of  your  real  stock,  we  would  have  such  debits  as  you 
deem  irrecoverable,  or  cannot  be  considered  of  any  value,  follow  each  other 
on  your  balance  under  the  general  title  of  desperate  or  bad  debts,  that  we  may 
as  we  shall  see  occasion,  give  you  further  instructions  with  respect  thereto. 

87.  We  have  from  time  to  time  remarked  on  your  omission  to  supply  us 
with  several  materials  requisite  for  our  better  examination  into  the  different 
parts  of  the  transactions  of  your  Presidency,  but  here  we  cannot  avoid  remind- 
ing you  that  as  the  state  of  your  revenues  is  become  so  great  an  object  of  atten- 
tion, it  is  necessary  that  we  should  be  acquainted  with  every  particular  relative 
thereto,  which  we  cannot  discover  by  your  general  books  even  were  they  trans- 
mitted in  due  time,  as  those  books  do  not  shew  us  what  balances  are  out- 
standing, or  the  particular  charges  attending  the  collection  of  each  respective 
revenue.    We  therefore  direct  that  in  future  you  send  us  regularly  every  year 
the  purgunnah  accounts  and  those  of  the  Committee  of  New  Lands,  digested 
in  such  a  manner  that  we  may  not  only  see  the  amount  of  the  gross  annual  rent 
(where  such  is  ascertained)  but  also  the  receipts  and  particular  charges  attend- 
ing the  collection  whereby  we  may  also  be  enabled  to  discover  the  arrears  of 
each  revenue. 

88.  And  here  we  are  led  to  remark  that  had  such  an  account  been  before 
you  when  you  ordered  the  President  to  be  paid  his  commission  of  2J/2  per  cent 
on  the  nett  revenues  of  Burdwan,  Chittagong  and  Midnapore,  you  would  then 
have  known  the  exact  charges  and  not  have  drawn  such  commission  on  an 
estimate  of  them  as  appears  by  the  account  entered  on  Consultations   12th 
March  1764. 

89.  The  expence  of  your  marine  being  to  a  considerable  amount,  and  it 
being  frequently  necessary  for  us  to  examine  into  the  articles  of  which  it  is 
composed,  we  likewise  direct  that  a  copy  of  your  Master  Attendant's  books  be 
every  year  transmitted  to  us. 

90.  As  you  cannot  plead  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  covenant 
servants  at  your  Presidency  to  transact  with  ease  the  business  of  it,  we  rely 
on  your  punctually  supplying  us  in  future  with  copies  of  all  subsidiary  books 
signed  by  each  respective  officer  and  here  we  cannot  but  observe  to  you  that 
all  copies  must  be  carefully  compared  with  the  originals,  the  neglect  of  which 
appears  by  the  frequent  inaccuracies  that  we  meet  with  in  the  books  you  send 
us,  and  even  in  your  General  Books,  which  we  have  the  greater  cause  to 
complain  of,  as  those  are  or  always  ought  to  be  signed  by  your  sub  accountant r 
who  should  take  care  that  they  are  duly  examined. 

91.  By  the  balances  of  your    accounts    current  with   your    subordinates 
(Cossimbuzar  and  Dacca  in  particular)  we  find  that  they  are  debited  for  many 
articles  to  a  very  large  amount  which  they  had  not  brought  on  their  books. 
This  discovers  such  carelessness  and  inattention  in  our  servants  at  your  sub- 
ordinates as  is  highly  blameable,  and  indeed  we  cannot  acquit  you  of  censure 
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for  suffering  those  accounts  to  continue  from  year  to  year   without  being 
adjusted  in  a  proper  manner. 

92.  But  as  we  know  not  how  far  these  differences  may  have  been  accounted 
for  in  their  books  subsequent  to  April  1762,  we  can  here  only  direct  that  (in 
case  this  should  not  have  been  done)  you  Immediately  enter  upon  a  strict 
enquiry  Into  the  reasons  of  the  difference  betwixt  their  balances  and  your  own, 
and  as  we  have  already  given  you  orders  for  sending  us  copies  of  your  sub- 
ordinate books,  we  hope  and  expect  to  receive  them  in  future  clear  of  that 
irregularity  and  confusion,  in  which  we  have  such  reason  to  fear  they  have 
been  kept  for  several  years. 

Supplement 

93,  Since  giving  you  an  account  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  of,  a  vessel's 
following  the  Cruttenden,  Havannah  and  Hawke  in  order  to  put  aboard  one 
or  other  of  the  said  ships  her  cargo  of  bales  and  cases,  we  have  received  certain 
information  that  the  said  goods  were  delivered  on  board  the  Cruttenden  off 
Dover,  you  are  therefore  hereby  directed  to  pursue  all  the  directions  and  orders 
given  in  this  letter,  that  of  the  Secret  Committee  and  all  others  referred  to 
with  respect  to  illicit  trade  In  the  most  exact  and  punctual  manner.     And  we 
must  here  assure  you  that  if  through  your  neglect  the  said  goods  shall  escape 
being  seized  on  the  Company's  account,  you  will  incur  our  highest  displeasure. 

94.  And  further  considering  our  proceedings  with  respect  to  illicit  trade 
were  so  well  known,  we  look  upon  the  receiving  the  said  goods  on  board 
the  Cruttenden  as  the  highest  insult  upon  and  contempt  of  our  authority.    If 
therefore  it  shall  appear  to  you  upon  the  strictest  enquiry  as  before  directed, 
with  this  addition  of  examining  the  mates  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the 
ship  in  the  most  solemn  manner  upon  oath,  that  the  said  goods  are  actually 
on  board,  or  have  been  aboard  and  delivered  before  her  arrival  at  your  port,  it 
is  our  express  and  positive  order,  and  upon  no  pretence  or  consideration  w^hatso- 
^ver  to  be  dispensed  with,  that  you  forthwith  dismiss  Captain  Bowland  from 
the  command  of  the  Cruttenden,  and    send    him  to  England    by  the    first 
conveyance  that  offers,  excepting  in  the  said  ship,  and  appoint  his  chief  officer 
Captain  in  his  room,  as  we  are  thoroughly  satisfied  Captain  Bowland  must 
cither  be  actually  concerned  in  the  said  goods,  or  that  he  knowingly  received, 
or  permitted  them  to  be  received  on  board,  or  both,  which  we  look  upon  in  the 
same  aggravating  light. 

95.    As  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Argo  was  sent  to  China  so  late  in  the  season 
-with  such  a  large  consignment  to  the  China  Council  as  ten  lacks  of  rupees 

you  did  well  as  we  have  before  observed  for  greater  security, 

T7  tre"  i^^-n 6th       to     send    the     Cuddalore    schooner     to     accompany     her. 

tebrv.  1/05  Para.          AIL.        T_T_          •  i  •  -,        -•  ~     .      r      y 

9.     "  Altnougri  the  said  remittance  has  been  of  signal  use,  yet 

we  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  expence  the  Company 
have  been  put  to  on  this  occasion  ;  you  are  therefore  to  make1  a  calculate  of  the 
freight,  demorage,  wages  and  all  other  charges  and  expences  whatsoever 
incurred  by  sending  the  schooner  to  and  in  China,  and  her  return  to  Bengal,  and 
transmit  the  same  to  us  by  the  first  conveyances  together  with  your  opinion 
thereupon. 


19  FEBRUARY    1766  161 

96.  We  have  frequently  represented  the  bad  tendency  of  sending  to 
private  persons  accounts  of  our  affairs  in  India,  and  forbid  such  practices  parti- 
cularly in  our  letters  to  you  under  date  of  the  1st  April  1760  paragraph  116, 
the  19th  February  1762  paragraph  57  and  the  1st  June  1764  paragraph  48,  and 
as  the  liks  notices  were  communicated  to  our  other  Presidencies,  no  person  can 
with  propriety  plead  ignorance  of  them.  Having  premised  this,  we  are  to 
inform  you,  that  we  received  by  the  penny  post  from  a  friend  of  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher's,  an  open  letter  from  Sir  Robert,  addressed  to  our  Secret  Committee, 
dated  Eliabad  Fort  12th  February  1765,  relating  to  the  operations  of  the  army 
under  his  command,  so  that  his  friend  had  the  perusal  thereof,  which  on  no 
account  whatsoever  -ought  to  have  been  done,  and  even  that  in  preference  to 
ourselves.  The  manner  of  sending  this  letter,  even  supposing  hs  should 
pretend  ignorance  of  our  beforementioned  orders,  is  so  disrespectful  and 
slighting,  that  unless  he  shall  give  you  very  satisfactory  reasons  for  this  his 
imprudent  and  prejudicial  conduct,  we  shall  resent  it  in  a  way  that  will  be 
very  disagreeable  to  him,  and  this  you  are  forthwith  to  communicate  to  Sir 
Robert  and  demand  his  reasons  accordingly. 

97.  In  order  entirely  to  put  a  stop  to  these  prejudicial  practices,  we  now 
confirm  in  the  strongest  manner  the  directions  we  have  given  in  our  before- 
mentioned  letters,  and  we  enjoin  you  our  President  and  Council  to  take  care 
that  they  are  strictly  carried  into  execution  for  the  future.    And  you  are  to 
make  these  our  orders  as  publickly  known  as  possible,  that  no  person  in  what- 
ever station  he  may  be  can  have  it  in  his  power  to  plead  ignorance. 

98.  Messieurs  George  Buck  and  Francis  Swain  Ward,  two  of  the  mutinous 
lieutenants  late  upon  the  Fort  St.  George  establishment,  mentioned  in  our 
letter  of  the  15th  February  1765,  who  were  so  deservedly  dismissed  the  service, 
having  applied  to  us  to  be  reinstated,  we  have  not  only  rejected  their  petition, 
but  as  persons  of  such  turbulent  dispositions  may  be  the  occasion  of  many 
difficulties  and  trouble,  we  have  determined  not  to  permit  them  ever  to  serve 
the  Company  again  in  any  of  their  settlements,  or  be  allowed  to  reside  in^or 
return  to  India  again  on  any  pretence  or  consideration  whatsoever,  of  which 
we  give  YOU  this  notice  that  if  they  should  get  out  without  our  knowledge, 
you  are  without  fail  to  send  them  to  England  again  by  the  first  conveyance 
that  offers. 

99  As  we  have  not  heard  any  thing  of  the  other  three  lieutenants  vizt. 
Tohn  Brideer,  Arnold  Hunterman  and  Robert  Phillips  who  were  connected 
with  and  equally  guilty  with  Messrs.  Buck  and  Ward,  we  shall  expect  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  next  ships  to  hear  if  they  have  been  found  within  the  limits  of 
vour  Presidency,  that  you  have  complied  with  the  positive  orders  in  our  said 
letter  of  the  15th  February  1765  for  sending  them  to  England,  but  if  contrary 
to  our  expectations  they  have  not  been  carried  into  execution,  you  are  to 
enquire  strictly  after  them,  and  send  them  to  England  by  the  very  first  con- 
veyance, as  persons  highly  unfit  to  reside  at  any  of  our  settlements  whatsoever. 
We  send  the  like  orders  to  our  other  Presidencies. 

100.  In  consequence  of  your  request,  in  the  1st  paragraph  of  the 
supplement  of  your  letter  dated  llth  March  1765,  we  have  obtained,  and  here- 
with send  you/an  attested  copy  of  His  Majesty's  free  pardon  for  Radachurnd 
Metre.6 
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101.  Upon  the  proceedings  transmitted  to  us  of  the  General  Quarter 
Sessions,  when  the  convict  was  tried,  we  are  to  observe  to  you  that  he  is  indicted 
for  feloniously  presenting  the  forged  codicil,  wrhich  is  not  the  offence  mentioned 
in  the  statute,  and  therefore  we  must  suppose  this  to  he  a  mistake  in  the  copy, 
and  that  the  indictment  preferred  was  for  feloniously  publishing  the  said  forged 
codicil  as  a  true  one.  This  codicil,  and  also  all  forged  wills  and  deeds  upon 
which  capital  indictments  are  preferred  should  be  literally  set  forth  and  the 
indictment  wrould  have  been  quashed  in  our  courts  here  for  want  of  form.  In 
the  present  case  we  find  no  where  amongst  the  proceedings  or  in  your  packet 
a  copy  of  the  forged  codicil,  and  we  observe  too,  that  one  of  the  subscribing 
witnesses  to  it  positively  swears,  that  Coja  Solomon  desired  him  to  attest  this 
codicil.  Certainly  the  jury  were  the  best  judges  of  the  weight  that  ought  to 
be  given  to  this  man's  testimony,  but  upon  the  evidence  appearing  on  the  face 
of  these  proceedings  without  a  knowledge  of  the  credibility  and  character 
of  the  witnesses,  there  appears  but  slender  legal  evidence  to  ground  a  conviction 
of  the  prisoner  upon  and  we  are  very  glad  you  have  interfered  in  his  behalf. 

102.  The  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Zephaniah  Holwell7  dated  in 
London  the  13th  April  1763,  addressed  to  Mr.  John  Wollaston  at  Bengal  has 
been  communicated  to  us,  signifying  he  had  appointed  him  his  attorney  there, 
for  receiving  on  his  account  the  remaining  part  of  a  teep  or  obligation  Mr. 
Holwell  had  obtained  from  the  Nabob  (Cossim  Ally  Khan)  for  two  lacks  of 
sicca  rupees  whereof  he  had  received  before  his  departure  Rs.  50,000,  as  a 
grateful  acknowledgment  for  the  friendship  he  had  shewn  him,  and  cautioning 
Mr.  Wollaston  to  use  all  his  prudence  and  secrecy  in  the  said  transaction,  as 
were  also  the  subjoined  copies  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Amyatt  to  Mr.  Warren 
Hastings  (then  in  Bengal)  dated  the  2nd  of  March,  desiring  to  know  what 
answer  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Holwell  relative  to  the  obligation  above- 
mentioned,  which  had  been  left  in  Mr.  Hastings's  management,  and  of  a  letter 
signed  W.H.  supposed  to  be  from  Mr.  Hastings  in  reply  thereto  without  date, 
signifying  that  he  had  received  a  lack  of  rupees  and  accounted  with  him  for 
it  copies  of  all  which,  in  the  manner  they  were  laid  before  us,  we  now  transmit 
to  you  for  your  fuller  information  in  this  affair. 

103.  The  said  letters  confirm  us  in  the  opinion,  which  we  have  had  too 
much  reason  to  entertain,  that  Mr.  Holwell  and  others  received  large  sums  of 
the  late  Nabob  Cossim  Ally  Khan  for  seating  him  in  the  subahship  by  the 
deposal  of  Meer  Jaffier,  as  the  said  revolution  has  been  attended  with  infinite 
trouble  and  expense,  and  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  the  lucrative  view  of 
individuals  had  too  great  a  share  in  bringing  it  about,  we  do  therefore  positively 
direct,  that  you  do  forthwith  make  the  strictest  enquiry  in  your  power  into 
the  transaction  mentioned  in  the  said  letters  with  respect  to  Mr.  Holwell's 
teep  for  two  lacks  of  rupees,  also  of  what  further  sums  he  received  from  the 
Nabob  by  the  way  of  donation  or  under  any  other  denomination,  whether  by 
agreement  in  writing  or  otherwise,  in  what  manner  they  were  obtained  and  for 
what  services.  And  you  are  to  transmit  to  us  by  the  first  conveyances,  copies  of 
such  your  examinations,  authenticated  in  the  most  solemn  manner  by  the 
oaths  of  all  persons  whatsoever,  who  know  any  thing  of  the  said  affair,  whether 
they  are  in  the  Company's  service  or  otherwise  and  in  particular  of  the  said 
Mr.  Amyatt  who  is  now  at  your  Presidency.  As  we  have  before  observed 
that  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  others  received  large  sums  of  money  for 
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bringing  about  or  being  in  some  way  concerned  in  the  said  revolution,  you  are 
further  hereby  positively  directed  to  make  the  like  enquiry,  and  with  the  same 
strictness  and  solemnity  whether  any  of  our  servants  civil  and  military,  or  any 
other  persons  whatsoever,  have  received  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  on  that 
account  and  what.  And  you  are  to  acquaint  us  with  the  names  of  such  persons 
and  the  sums  they  have  so  received,  together  with  all  the  circumstances 
attending  the  same,  authenticated  as  before  directed.  We  are  further  to 
acquaint  you  that  it  is  our  meaning  that  your  enquiry  is  to  extend  not  only 
to  the  sums  received  at  the  precise  period  of  the  said  revolution,  but  also  to 
whatever  was  received  on  that  account,  whether  "before  or  after  it,  as  we  look 
upon  the  whole  in  the  same  light. 

104.  We   are   since  informed  that  the  beforementioned  lack  of  rupees 
received  by  Mr.  Hastings  was  paid  to  him  by  Coja  Petruse,  who  though  he  is 
since  dead,  his  family  must  undoubtedly  know  of  this  transaction.    You  are 
therefore  to  examine  them  in  the  same  strict  and  solemn  manner  as  before 
directed,  and  send  us  the  result  thereof  at  the  same  time  with  vour  other 

•>' 

enquiries. 

105.  In  our  letter  of  the  13th  of  December  last,  we  gave  you  an  account 
of  the  disposition  of  the  voyages  of  the  several  ships  gone  and  proceeding  to 
India  this  season,  and  although  we  apprehend  you  will  there  find  sufficient 
information  and  directions  for  their  being  dispatched  home  the  same  season, 
yet  to  prevent  the  least  mistake  in  so  important  an  affair,  we  now  declare  to 
you  that  it  is   our  meaning   that  no   other   than  the  Osterley  destined  from 
Bombay  to  China  (or  in  case  of  any  accidents  preventing  it,  some  other  ships 
in  her  room)  is  to  be  detained  a  season  extraordinary  at  any  of  our  settlements- 
on  any  pretence  whatsoever  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided,  as  we  are  determined 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  ranging  about  of  our  shipping  from  port  to  port,  which  has 
been  too  much  practiced  of  late  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  Company  and 
the  owners.    In  our  said  letter  you  were  directed  to  mutually  fix  upon  a  plan 
with  our  other  Presidencies  for  dispatching  home  all  our  ships  accordingly* 
which  we  shall  depend   upon   being   carried  into   execution  so   far  as   your 
Presidency  may  be  concerned.    We  cannot  foresee  the  several  circumstances 
that  may  happen,  but  thus  far  we  can  say,  it  is  our  further  meaning,  and 
consequently  our  directions,  that  if  a  ship  shall  happen  to  be  at  your  Presidency 
from  any  of  our  other  settlements,  and  it  shall  be  too  late  for  her  return 
to  such  settlement  or  settlements,  to  be  dispatched  home  in  time  to  save  her 
passage,  you  are  in  such  case,  if  you  have  a  cargo  for  her,  to  dispatch  her  home 
from  your  Presidency,  even  though  it  may  be  something  short  of  the  charter- 
party  tonnage.    We  now  give  the  like  orders  to  our  Presidencies  of  Fort  St. 
George  and  Bombay. 

106.  We  have  acquainted  our  President  and  Council  at  Bombay,  that  in 
case  the  Osterley  should  by  any  unforeseen  events  be  prevented  from  proceeding 
to  China  so  early  in  the  year  1767  as  to  save  her  passage  thither  agreeable  to  her 
present  destination,  in  such  case  the  Nottingham  is  to  have  the  preference  of 
that  voyage. 

107.  We  have  likewise  informed  and  directed  them  that  if  the  Nottingham 
does  not  proceed  to  China,  and  arrives  at  Bombay  in  good  time,  they  are  to 
send  her  to  your  Presidency  and  Fort  St.  George,  either  on  freight,  or  with  a 
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suitable  cargo  on  the  Company's  account,  or  partly  both,  to  be  returned  back 
again  in  such  a  manner  as  will  make  the  voyage  turn  out  most  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Company,  and  we  give  the  like  directions  with  respect  to  employing  the 
Duke  of  Albany  in  the  same  manner.  We  send  you  and  our  Presidency  of 
Fort  St.  George  this  information  that  you  may  be  ready  respectively  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  Company's  best  advantage  by  the  said  tw^o  ships 
voyages. 

108.  Notwithstanding  this  arrangement  for  the  voyages  of  the  Nottingham 
and  Duke  of  Albany,  it  is  our  meaning  that  they  are  to  be  employed  in  the 
manner  pointed  out,  provided  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  105th  paragraph  are 
strictly  conformed  to,  and  upon  no  other  terms,  of  which  you  and  our  other 
Presidencies  are  to  take  the  necessary  care. 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
Hy.  Crabb  Boulton  /  Geo.  Dudley  / 
Thos.  Rous  /  Rob.  Jones  /  Cha.  Cutts  / 
Heny.  Savage  /  John  Manship  /  Fredk. 
Pigou  /  F.  W.  Barrington  /  Thos. 
Saunders  /  John  Roberts  /  J.  Creswicke  / 
Edwd.  Wheler  /  George  Cuming  /  J. 
Pardoe  /  John  Stephenson  /  Charles 
Chambers  /  John  Harrison  /  J.  Purling  / 

London,  Luke  Scrafton  /  Hen.  Hadley  /  E.  H, 

the  19th  February  1766.  Cruttenden  /  Jos.  DuPre. 
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Prohibition  of  opium  in  China — no  free  merchant  to  be  admitted  to  civil  or 
military  service  without  permission. 

President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  The  ships  Lord  Cainden,  Pigot  and  Speaker  left  the  Downes  on  the 
21st  of  February  :  the  two  first  carried  our  letter  to  you  in  duplicate  under  date 
of  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  a  triplicate  whereof  we  take  the  opportunity 
of  sending  by  the   Devonshire  which    ship   with    the  Anson  are   now    under 
dispatch  for  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay. 

2.  We  have  been  very  fortunate  this  season  in  the  early  outset  of  our 
several  ships  as  you  will  observe  by  the  lists  transmitted  to  you,  the  last  we 
dispatched  were  the  Qsterley,  Duke  of  Albany  and  Nottingham  directly  to 
Bombay  which  sailed  from  the  Downes  on  the  16th  and  17th  of  March.    We 
hope  the  same  good  fortune  will  attend  the  abovementioned  ships,  Devonshire 
and  Anson  the  only  ones  of  this  season  remaining,  especially  as  you  have 
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been  already  advised  their  being  ordered  first  to  Fort  St.  George  is  to  land 
about  100  military  recruits  from  each  to  be  disposed  of  as  mentioned  in  the 
58th  paragraph  of  our  letter  under  date  of  the  1 9th  of  February  in  consequence 
of  your  earnest  request  for  recruits. 

3.  As  it  may  possibly  happen  that  the  Devonshire  and  Anson  may  not 
reach  the  Coast  of  Choromandel  in  a  proper  season  to  land  the  beforementioned 
recruits,  though  we  hope  that  will  not  be  the  case,  on  such  a  supposition, 
however,  we  have  given  the  commanders  discretional  orders  to  make  the  best 
of  their  way  to  Bombay  ;  but  as  our  only  view  in  ordering  the  said  ships  first 
to  Fort  St.  George  was  to  supply  that  Presidency  and  you  with  the  recruits 
they  carry  we  have  directed  our  President  and  Council  of  Bombay,  in  case  the 
ships  should  not  be  able  to  reach  Fort  St,  George,  to  carry  our  intentions  into 
execution  in  the  best  and  most  expeditious  manner  they  can  by  forwarding 
the  said  recruits  either  to  your  or  Fort  St.  George  Presidency  by  the  first  convey- 
ances that  offer. 

4.  It  has  been  intimated  to  us  that  sundry  articles  of  private  trade  to  a 
large  amount  were  put  on  board  the  Argo  frigate  and  the  Cuddalore  sloop 
which  attended  her  from  Bengal  to  China  among  which  was  a  very  considerable 
quantity  of  opium  of  which  no  notice  has  been  taken  in  any  of  your  advices ; 
a  neglect  that  is  very  displeasing  to  us  which  we  expect  and  direct  you  will 
in  some  measure  attone  for  by  immediately  making  a  strict  enquiry  into  the 
several  species,  qualities  and  values  of  the  said  private  trade  so  shipped,  to  whom 
they  belonged  with  every  other  particular  that  may  give  us  a  full  insight  into 
this  transaction,  all  which  you  are  to  transmit  to  us  without  fail  by  the  first 
conveyances  that  offer  after  your  receiving  this  letter. 

5.  As  opium  is  prohibited  by  the  Chinese  Government  to  be  imported 
in  that  kingdom,  and  the  introducing  it  there  can  be  only  in  a  clandestine 
manner,  we  have  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  very  bad  consequences  may 
result  to  the  Company  by  the  embarrasment  of  their  affairs  with  the  said 
government.    You  are  therefore  to  be  more  particularly  attentive  in  the  course 
of  your  said  enquiry  with  respect  to  this  article  that  we  may  have  the  fullest 
and  clearest  account  of  every  circumstance  relating  thereto  necessary  for  our 
information. 

6.  To  the  many  disagreeable  circumstances  taken  notice  of  in  our  letter 
of  the  19th  of  February  last  with  respect  to  the  bales  which  Captain  Maitland 
of  the  Bute  returned  as  not  being  able  for  want  of  room  in  his  ship  to  receive 
them  aboard,  and  the  loss  of  those  by  the  foundering  of  the  Nancy  sloop 
making  in  the  whole  359  bales,  we  are  to  add  this  further  mortification  that  it 
appears  upon  our  Warehousekeeper's  comparing  the  goods  received  with  the 
invoice  and  bill  of  lading  that  by  much  the  greatest  part  of  the  said  359  bales 
were  the  finest  part  of  the  cargo,  which  you  were  much  to  blame  in  sending 
down  last,  considering  the  lateness  of  the  season  and  the  hazard  they  were 
thereby  actually  exposed  to.    You  are  therefore  in  future  to  take  care  that 
the  fine  goods  be  sent  aboard  in  time  that  if  any  are  returned  it  may  fall 
upon  the  coarse  and  not  the  fine  goods. 

7.  In  our  said  letter  we  mentioned  the  difficulties  we  were  under  for 
getting  at  the  knowledge  of  the  sorts  of  the  goods  returned,  in  order  to  prevent 
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any  future  neglects  of  this  kind  to  what  we  have  directed  in  our  said  letter ,  we 
add,  that  upon  the  dispatch  of  every  ship  one  of  our  covenant  servants  as  well 
as  the  Master  Attendant  do  proceed  down  the  River  for  that  purpose  as  used 
formerly  to  be  the  custom  who  is  to  see  the  whole  dispatch  regularly  conducted 
and  to  acquaint  us  by  letter  of  every  particular  necessary  for  our  information. 

8.  As  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  persons  who  proceed  to  or  reside 
in  the  East  Indies  with  our  permission  under  free  merchants  covenants,  in  the 
seafaring  way  or  otherwise,  have  a  view  therein  of  getting  into  the  Company's 
service  ;  in  order  to  prevent  this  illicit  practice,  you  are  therefore  to  observe 
It  as  an  invariable  rule  or  standing  order,  that  no  free  merchant  or  any  other 
person  proceeding  to  or  residing  in  the  East  Indies,  whether  with  or  without 
our  permission,  be  admitted  or  taken  into  either  the  civil  or  military  service  of 
the  Company  on  any  pretence  whatsoever  without  our  express  leave. 

9.  As  you  have  not  complied  with  the  orders  given  in  the  87th  paragraph 
of  the  General  Letter  of  the  22nd  February  1764  for  transmitting  distinct  and 
sufficient  lists  of  seafaring  persons  and  of  free  merchants  inhabitants  and  others 
residing  at  Fort  William  and  under  the  Presidency,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of 
acquainting  you  that  a  further  delay  in  paying  a  full  and  proper  obedience  to 
those  directions  will  meet  with  our  resentment.    We  therefore  positively  insist 
on  your  immediate  compliance  with  those  orders  and  that  the  lists  to  be  framed 
and  sent  in    consequence    thereof,  do    include  every    European    (not  in  the 
covenanted  civil  or  our  military  service)  resident  either  at  Fort  William,  the 
subordinates  or  any  place  within  the  limits  of  the  Presidency  with  a  precise 
and  full  description  of  their  quality  or  profession,  the  time  of  their  arrival, 
whether  they  are  or  are  not  licensed  and  every  other  information  that  may 
render  such  lists  as  complete  and  perfect  as  possible. 

10.  As  the  services  of  so  good  an  officer  as  Major  Charles  Pemble  will  be 
of  ^  great  utility  to  the  Company  on  the  Bombay  establishment,  he  is  to  return 
thither  accordingly  by  the  first  opportunity  either  with  or  without  the  rest  of 
the  commission  officers  of  the  Bombay  detachment  under  his  command  when- 
ever he  or  they  can  be  spared  ;  and  as  you  have  granted  him  a  major's  brevet 
on  your  establishment,  so  long  as  he  continues  in  Bengal,  notwithstanding 

PanL  75_  therefore  what  was  said  in  our  letter  of  the  24th  December 

last,  you  are  to  acquaint  him  that  upon  his  arrival  at 
Bombay,  the  President  and  Council  have  our  directions  to  grant  him  a  major's 
commission  there  to  bear  even  date  with  the  brevet  you  gave  him  vizt.,  on 
the  first  day  of  January  1764  and  take  rank  next  to  Major  John  Gouin,  and 
in  case  of  the  death  of  that  gentleman,  that  Major  Charles  Pemble  is  to  succeed 
him  In  the  command  of  the  Company's  forces  upon  the  Bombay  establish- 
ment and  that  it  is  our  meaning  he  is  immediately  upon  his  return  to  have 
the  command  of  his  artillery  company  again  ;  and  we  have  further  directed 
that  in  consideration  of  his  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  he  have 
an  ^  allowance  of  five  shillings  a  day  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  captain  of  an 
artillery  company. 

11.  As  you  have  made  no  reply  to  the  12th  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the 
22nd  February  1764  requiring  that 'Martin  Biggleston  who  had  deserted  from 
his  station  of  third  mate  of  the  Earl  Temple,  should  be  sent  to  England,  and 
his  friends,  being  very  anxious  for  a  knowledge  of  his  situation,  you  are  to 
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consider  our  former  directions  as  in  full  force  if  he  should  be  living,  and  in  that 
case  or  otherwise  collect  and  transmit  as  authentick  accounts  as  you  can  obtain 
of  all  circumstances  relating  to  him  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  give  his 
relations  all  the  satisfaction  in  our  power. 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
Hy.  Crabb  Boulton  /  Geo.  Dudley  / 
Thos.  Rous  /  Rob.  Jones  /  Heny. 
Savage  /  Cha.  Gutts  /  John  Manship  / 
John  Harrison  /  F.  W.  Barrington  / 
John  Stephenson/Hen.  Hadley/ George 
Cuming/ Charles  Chambers/J.  Pardoe/ 
Edwd.  Wheler  /  Jos.  DuPre  /  John 
Roberts  /  Thos.  Saunders  /  Wni.  Web- 
London,  ber  /  Fredk.  Pigou  /  J.  Purling  /  Luke 
26th  March  1766.  Scrafton. 
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LETTER  DATED  2  MAY  1 766 

Congratulate  Clive  on  the  treaty  settlement  and    on  the   suppression    of 
corruption — request  him  to  continue  for  another  season  in  Bengal. 

JL  HE  Right  Honorable  Robert  Lord  Clive  Baron  of  Plassey,  K.  B.,  President 
and  Governor  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

My  Lord, 

1.  The  Admiral  Stevens  arrived  here  in  a  leaky  condition  at  Lisbon  on  the 
31st  March  from  whence  Captain  Griffin  sent  all  the  packets  committed  to  his 
care  in  one  of  the  King's  packet  boats  which  we  received  on  the  19th  of  last 
month. 

2.  It  gave  us  the  utmost  pleasure  to  observe  by  those  despatches  with  wrhat 
zeal  and  indefatigableness,  and  which  we  have  the  highest  sense  of,  Your  Lord- 
ship has  pursued  the  true  interest  of  the  Company  in  many  affairs  of  great 
consequence,  more  particularly  in  settling  the  peace  of  the  country  upon  so 
advantageous  a  footing  as  well  to  the  Company  as  all  others  concerned  and 
in  detecting  and  in  laying  open  to  our  view  the  general  corruption,  rapacity 
and  oppression  of  our  servants. 

3.  The  stability  of  Your  Lordship's  plan  with  respect  to  our  possessions 
and  revenues,  the  peace  of  the  country  and  effecting  a  thorough  reformation 
in  the  excessive  abuses  and  negligence  of  our  servants  require  time,  care  and 
ability  to  accomplish.    We  cannot  therefore  but  be  under  great  concern  at  the 
notice  Your  Lordship  has  given  us  of  your  intention  to  leave  Beneral  the  end  of 
this  year.    But  as  the  interest  of  the  Company  depends  upon  Your  Lordship's 
perfecting  what  you  have  laid  so  good  a  foundation  for,  it  is  our  earnest  and 
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unanimous  request  that  you  will  continue  another  season  in  Bengal,1  the  doing 
which  will  further  add  to  the  honor  and  reputation  Your  Lordship  has  already 
most  deservedly  acquired  and  will  lay  a  lasting  obligation  upon  the  Company. 

4.  This  request  is  of  so  much  consequence  that  we  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  send  it  overland  to  be  forwarded  to  Bengal  by  way  of  Bussorah, 
as  it  may  probably  come  to  your  hand  before  the  arrival  of  the  Mercury 
packet  which  we  are  using  our  endeavors  to  get  away  in  about  a  fortnight, 
by  which  we  shall  send  our  sentiments,  observations,  and  directions  upon  the 
several  advices  received  by  the  Admiral  St sevens  as  fully  as  so  short  a  time 
will  admit  of. 

We  are, 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  loving  friends, 
Geo.  Dudley  /  Tho.  Rous  /  Rob.  Jones  / 
Jno.  Stephenson  /  J.  Purling  /  Fredk. 
Pigou  /  Heny.  Savage  /  Thos.  Saunders  / 
Christ.  Baron    /    F.  W.  Barrington    / 
Chas.     Chambers  /  J.     Creswicke  /  J. 
Pardoe/George  Cuming/Peter  Du  Cane 
Junr./E.  H.  Cruttenden/John  Roberts/ 

London,  Geo.  Womb  well  /  Jno.  Harrison  /  Edwd, 

2nd  May  1766.  Wheler  /  Jos.   Du  Pre  /  Luke   Scrafton. 
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LETTER  DATED  17  MAY  1766 

Regret  persistence  in  illicit  trade  by  captains  of  Company's  ships — 
jealousy  of  European  nations  at  the  growing  power  of  the  British — approve  the 
amicable  manner  in  which  the  French  received  the  settlements  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty — misbehaviour  and  corruption  of  servants  on  the  accession  of 
Napnud-Daulah — composition  of  the  Council  at  Bengal — no  military  officer  to 
have  permanent  seat  in  the  Council — continuance  of  the  Select  Committee  in 
Bengal — powers  of  the  Select  Committee — restrictions  on  grant  of  bills  and 
receipt  of  money  for  certificates — Clive  to  have  bills  or  certificates  for  the  money 
from  his  jagir — ask  for  an  account  of  the  Diwani  of  Bengal,  Bihar  and  Orissa. 

President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

L  Our  last  advices  to  you  went  under  date  of  the  26th  of  March  past  to 
Fort  St.  George,  by  the  ships  Devonshire  and  Anson,  they  proceeded  on  their 
voyages  the  6th  of  April  following  ;  those  advices  were  directed  to  be  expediti- 
ously  forwarded  to  you,  and  triplicate  thereof  accompanies  this. 

2.  On  the  31st  March  last  the  ship  Admiral  Steevens  was  obliged  in  a  very 
leaky  condition  to  put  into  Lisbon  to  refit ;  from  that  port  came  to  our  hands 
on  the  19th  ultimo  by  the  Expedition  packet  boat,  to  which  the  same  were 
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transhipped,  the  several  packets  committed  to  Captain  Griffin's  charge 
enclosing  your  General  Letter,  also  letter  from  the  Select  Committee  both  dated 
the  30th  September  last,  and  letter  from  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  President  of 
the  same  date  with  the  several  accompanying  treaties,  sunnuds,  firmans  and 
other  particulars  agreeable  to  the  lists  which  accompanied  the  respective 
packets,  under  which  the  same  were  enclosed  ;  the  said  ship  arrived  in  the 
Dowries  the  10th  instant. 

3.  On  the  2nd  instant  we  dispatched  overland  under  the  strictest  orders 
for  the  speediest  conveyance  thereof,  a  short  letter  to  the  Right  Hon'ble  the 
President,  conveying  our  approbation  of  the  measures  his  Lordship  had  taken 
and  was  pursuing  so  indefatigably  and  zealously  for  the  Company's  advantage, 
a  duplicate  thereof  went  by  the  same  route  on  the  ....  and  triplicate  of 
it  sealed  is  enclosed  to  be  opened  by  the  Select  Committee  only  in  case  of  Lord 
dive's  .absence. 

4.  Since  the  election  on  the  9th  of  April  of  Directors  for  the  current  year, 
we  have  appointed  George  Dudley  Esqr.,  Chairman  of  the  Court,  Thomas  Rous 
Esqr.,  Deputy  Chairman,  with  Charles  Cutts,  Robert  Jones  and  Henry  Savage 
Esqrs.,  our  Committee  of  Secrecy  ;  they  are  invested  with  the  usual  powers 
for  giving  such  directions  as  they  shall  see  fit,  for  the  safety  of  our  outward 
and  homeward  bound  ships  ;  such  orders  therefore  as  in  consequence  they  shall 
give,  are  by  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  addressed,  to  meet  with 
all  due  obedience. 

5.  That  you  may  as  soon  as  possible  be  informed  of  our  sentiments  in 
general,  on  the  important  points  effected  since  Lord  dive's  Government,  we 
have  caused  the  Mercury  snow  burthen  140  tons,  navigated  with  28  men  and 
carrying  guns  commanded  by  Captain  Henry  Gardiner  to  be  fitted  as  expedi- 
tiously  as  the  nature  of  the  service  requires  as  an  advice  vessel  for  that  purpose, 
on  her  arrival  at  the  Presidency,  it  is  left  to  your  discretion  to  return  her 
hither  if  wanted  for  like  occasion  or  to  employ  or  dispose  of  her  in  such  manner 
as  may  appear  most  for  our  advantage ;  the  snow  being  thus  employed,  no 
goods  are  shipped  on  our  account,  but  we  have  placed  in  the  commander's 
hands,  one  thousand  ounces  of  foreign  silver  for  her  use  in  the  voyage,  if  she 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  putting  into  any  port  for  repairs  or  refreshment, 
he  is  therefore  to  account  for  the  disposal  of  any  part  of  it,  and  deliver  the 
ballance  thereof  to  you.    We  enclose  an  inventory  of  the  Mercury,  and  every 
thing  belonging  to  her,  the  account  of  the  charge  of  the  outset,  the  contract  of 
the  mariners  and  their  respective  wages,  the  manifest  of  private  trade  licensed 
to  be  shipped,  copy  of  the  captain's  instructions  and  all  other  necessary  papers. 

6.  Should  there  be  no  occasion  for  the  return  of  the  Mercury  to  England, 
and  it  shall  appear  proper  to  employ  her  in  any  manner  or  for  any  time  in  our 
service,  you  may  continue  the  captain,  officers  and  crew  in  her  ;  if  she  shall 
be  disposed  of,  we  recommend  it  to  you,  after  paying  the  wages  In  full  that  may 
be  due,  to  provide  for  them  in  the  Company's  service  according  to  their  merit 
and  stations,  and  they  are  to  take  their  standing  from  the  dates  of  their 
entering  into  it,  which  will  appear  in  the  enclosed  contract ;  otherwise  they 
may,  if  they  prefer  it,  engage  in  the  private  sea  service,  but  should  they  be 
desirous  of  returning  to  England,  and  there  are  no  berths  procurable  in  our 
freighted  ships,  you  will  give  them  orders  to  be  received  on  board,  and  we  will 
make  an  allowance  according  to  charterparty  terms,  for  their  passage  thereon. 
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7.  By  this  conveyance  we  write  to  the  Select  Committee  In  answer  to 
their. letter  of  the  30th  September  last,  but  as    our  letter    to  them    contains 
matter  of  general  and  great  importance  to  the  affairs  of  the  Presidency  when 
it  Is  laid  before  you,  it  Is  to  be  regarded  and  obeyed  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  if  directed  to  vou  in  the  usual  manner  of  a  General  Letter. 

*< 

8.  It  Is  extremely  satisfactory  to  us  to  observe  how  seasonably  you  entered 
upon  the  consideration  of  a  provision  for  the  ships  consigned  to  Bengal,  and 

Lre    from  30th        t^le  rneasures  to  ^e  taken  for  assisting  towards  the  dispatch 
Septr,  1765  of   those    to   be   laden   from   the    other   Presidencies.    We 

Para  6,  7  &  8.  persuade  ourselves  considering  the  situation  of  your  finances, 

your  design  of  sending  home  three  ships  with  full  cargoes  will  not  only  be 
effectually  executed,  but  that  you  will  be  able  to  extend  your  provision  to  a 
ship  or  two  more  if  such  shall  happen  to  be  at  Bengal  at  a  proper  time. 

9.  It  wras  most  certainly  right,  to  send  us  by  as  early  and  expeditious  a 
conveyance  as  possible,  an  account,  of  the  important  situation  of  our  affairs  in 
Bengal,  and  we  could  have  wished  the  Lapwing  had  been  in  a  condition  to  have 
answered  the  purpose  ;  but  we  find  that  your  reason  for  not  sending  her,  was, 
because  you  did  not  deem  her  a  good  sailing  vessel ;  instead  of  her  therefore, 
you  purchased  the   Admiral  Steevens,   the   prime   cost   and   outset   whereof 
amounted  about  £16,640  over  and  above  the  wages  which  came  to  about  £1,500 
more,  making  together  £18,100.    The  hull  and  stores  when  sold  here  will  most 
probably  not  produce  more  than  £1,000.    It  is  true,  there  must  be  brought  to  the 
credit  of  the  account  about  £9,500  for  freight  of  the  cargo,  which  two  sums 
make  £10,500  so  that  this  express  really  stands  us  in  about  £7,600  which  for  so 
crazy  a  vessel  as  she  appears  to  be,  by  her  putting  into  Lisbon  to  rent,  is  an 
extraordinary  expence,  when  it  is  considered  you  might  upon  so  very  particular 
an  occasion  have  sent  either  the  Asia  or  Kent,  either  of  which  ships  from  the 
length  of  time  they  were  in  Bengal  must  or  ought  to  have  been  in  a  proper 
condition,  by  which  there  would  have  been  a  considerable  saving  even  if  such 
ship  had  brought  the  very  same  cargo  only  as  the  Admiral  Steevens,  besides 
saving  the  demorage,  which  will  be  incurred  by  her  detention  ;  we  are  very 
sensible  of  your  attention  being  taken  up  by  greater  object  but  still  we  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  point  out  the  beforegoing  particulars  for  your  future 
guidance. 

10.  Notwithstanding  the  commanders  and  all  others  belonging  to  our 
late  outward  bound  ships  were  well  acquainted  with  our  measures  and  inten- 
tions for  putting  a  stop  to  the  illicit  outward  bound  trade,  which  has  been 
carried  on  so  greatly  to  the  Company's  prejudice.,  yet  it  is  with  the  utmost 
concern  we  are  to  acquaint  you  with  another  instance  of  the  highest  insult 
upon  and  contempt  of  our  authority,  as  will  appear  by  the  accompanying 
copy  of  an  affidavit,  made  by  eight  mariners  belonging  to  the  snow  Grenade, 
from  which  vessel,  there  was  on  board  the  Pigot,  Captain  George  Richard- 
son, Commander,  off  the  Island  Theneriffe,  30  bales  believed  to   be  cloth, 
and  23  pipes  supposed  to  contain  wine,  that  5  bales  of  cloth  more  were  intended 
to  have  been  put  aboard  the  said  ship,  and  that  the  said  snow,  having  on  board 
large  quantities  of  iron  in  bars,  copper  or  shot,  small  arms,  also  iron  ordnance 
from  2  to  6  pounders,  as  will  more  particularly  appear  on  reference  to  the 
said  Affidavit,  It  may  be  presumed  these  also  were  intended  for  the  Pigot,  and 
possibly  some  of  them  may  have  been  delivered  as  in  fact  208  carriage  'guns 
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would  have  been  sent  aboard  had  not  a  passenger  In  the  Pigot  (supposed  to 
be  Mr.  Mackay)  dissuaded  the  Captain  to  the  contrary.  We  have  in  our 
letters  by  the  ships  of  this  season,  given  such  orders  with  respect  to  detecting 
the  illicit  trade  in  our  outward  bound  shipping  and  proceeding  against  the 
offenders,  particularly  Captain  Bowland  of  the  Cruttenden,  a  case  similar  to 
this,  that  there  seems  to  be  no  necessity  to  add  any  further  on  the  present 
occasion,  however,  we  shall  here  add,  that  we  expect  and  direct,  that  YOU  do 
proceed  in  the  same  manner  with  respect  to  the  Pigot,  as  we  directed  in  our 
letter  of  the  19th  February  last,  concerning  the  Cruttenden,  and  if  it  shall 
appear  to  you  upon  the  strictest  enquiry  as  directed  in  our  former  orders, 
with  this  addition  of  examining  the  mates  upon  oath  that  if  any  of  the  said 
illicit  goods  are  actually  on  board,  or  have  been  aboard  and  delivered  before 
her  arrival  at  your  port,  it  is  our  express  and  positive  order,  and  upon  no 
pretence  or  consideration  whatsoever  to  be  dispensed  with,  that  you  forthwith 
dismiss  Captain  Richardson  from  the  command  of  the  Pigot,  and  send  him 
to  England  by  the  first  conveyance  that  offers  excepting  in  the  said  ship,  and 
appoint  his  chief  officer,  captain  in  his  room,  if  there  is  no  objection  to  him, 
as  we  are  thoroughly  satisfied,  Captain  Richardson  must  either  be  actually 
concerned  in  the  said  goods,  or  that  he  knowingly  received  or  permitted  them 
to  be  received  on  board,  or  both,  which  we  look  upon  in  the  same  aggravating 
light. 

11.  Although  these  directions  will  reach  you  too  late  for  your  pursuing 
them  upon  the  Pigot's  first  arrival  they  are  notwithstanding  to  be  strictly 
observed  if  the  ship  shall  be  with  you  upon  the  receipt  of  them,  or  at  any  time 
afterwards. 

12.  The  assistance  offered  on  your  part  for  the  China  investment  to 
enable  our  agents  there  to  provide  cargoes  for  all  the  ships  on  their  hands, 

and  for  the  reserve  of  a  large  balance  for  the  service  of  the 
Lre.  jirom  30th       season   of    1766,   is    a   circumstance   which   affords   us   the 
10Pil  /        as.    ,       greatest  satisfaction,  and  we  shall  take  our  measures  accord- 
ingly, in  our  consignments  thither  the  ensuing  season;  as 
the  China  trade  is  so  material  an  object,  we  shall  rely  upon  your  constant 
attention  thereto,  in  such  a  degree,  as  shall  be  annually  necessary,  which  we 
hope  will  extend  to  the  amount  of  40  lacks  a  year  in  gold  or  silver,  as  you 
shall  be  advised  will  best  suit  the  market. 

13.  Considering  as  before  observed,  how  much  money  you  will  have  not 
only  to  provide  a  large  quantity  of  goods  but  also  to  send  a  large  proportion 
of  the  more  valuable  sortments,  we  have  therefore  prepared  and  herewith 
transmit  an    additional    list  of    investment,    wherein  you    will    observe  the 
encrease  we  are  desirous  of  having  made  in  the  several  species  and  quantities 
of  goods  enumerated  in  the  list  already  sent  you,  under  date  of  the   13th 
December  1765,  to  which  you  will  give  all  due  attention,  and  make  an  addition 
to  your  investment  in  general,  to  as  large  an  amount  as  the  situation  of  your 
treasury  can  possibly  admit  of. 

14.  There  are  many  species  of  goods  imported  by  the  French  and  Dutch, 
as  likewise  by  our  commanders  and  others  in  private  trade,  which  have  not 
been  provided  for  us.    You  are  therefore  to  use  your  endeavours  to  procure 
some  of  those  sortments  on  the  Company's  account,  in  part  of  your  investment. 
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15.  Being  apprehensive  that  your  investments  having  fallen  greatly  short 
of  our  orders,  on  account  of  the  large  quantities  of  cloths  which  have  been 
refused  or  turned  out,  as  not  being  equal  to  the  musters,  has  been  owing  to 
the  persons  of  whom  they  are  purchased  not  endeavouring  to  keep  them  up 
to  their  proper  qualities,  but  causing  them  to  be  made  inferior  to  the  musters, 
with  an  intent  purposely  to  supply  the  Dutch  and  French  therewith,  you  will 
take  all  the  care  you  can  to  rectify  this  abuse,  that  the  Dutch  and  French 
may  not  have  such  unfair  opportunities  of  encreasing  their  investments,  when 

ours  bv  these  means  must  necessarily  fall  short. 

j  * 

16.  We  find  complaints  have  been  made  both  by  the  French  and  Dutch 
Company's  agents,  of  impediments  they  have  met  with  in  their  investments 
from  our  gomastahs,  but  it  is  with  satisfaction  we  at  the  same  time  observe, 
that  every  prudent  measure  has  been  taken  by  directions  to  our  servants  at 
the  several  residencies,  to  prevent  any  future  obstruction  to   the   currency 
of  their  investments,  with  which  the  said  agents  seem  to  be  satisfied,  as  nothing 
is  mentioned  to  the  contrary. 

17.  We  may  reasonably  expect  the  European  nations  will  be  jealous  of 
our  growing  power  in  Bengal ;  it  must  therefore  be  a  particular  object  of  your 
attention  to  give  them  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  but  to  let  them  possess 
the  same  priviledges  they  are  entitled  to  great  care  should  be  taken  that  our 
servants  at  the  subordinates  and  our  gomastahs  at  the  aurungs  do  not  impede 
them  in  the  purchase  of  their  investment.     The   Company's   advantages   in 
the  revenues  are  now  become  so  blended  with  the  general  welfare  of  the 
country  that  it  is  our  interest  as  well  as  our  duty,  to  promote  as  much  as 
possible  the  bringing  of  money  from  all  quarters  into  the  country,  for  which 
reason,  as  well  as  to  prevent  disputes  with    their  sovereigns  in    Europe,    we 
recommend  it  to  you  in  general  to  be  very  circumspect  in  your  behaviour  to 
them,  and  no  way  to  intrude  on  their  priviledges   and  particularly  do  not 
obstruct  the  Dutch  in  their  ophium  trade,  which  is  an  object  of  such  importance 
to  them,  that  any  difficulties  they  may  be  laid  under  in  this  part  of  their 
investment,    will    certainly  be    attended  with   very    disagreeable    altercations 
between  the  two  Companies  in  Europe,  which  must  as  much  as  possible  be 
avoided. 

18.  We  observe    with   pleasure,  the    amicable    manner  with    which  the 
proceedings  with  Mr.  Law,1  the  French  agent,  for  our  delivering  up,  and  his 
receiving  the  several  settlements  belonging  to  that  nation,  in   consequence 
of  the  late  definitive  treaty  have  been  mutually  conducted,  and  we  make  no 
doubt  according  to  present  appearances,  you  will  in  the  same  friendly  manner 
adjust  the  objections  you  mention  to  have  occured  with  respect  to  the  settle- 
ment at  Ballasore,  said  to  be  not  in  the  condition  required  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty. 

19.  We  observe  you  complied  with  Mr.  Law's  request  to  have  an  officer 
and  twenty  European  infantry,  with  one  hundred  seapoys  to  be  maintained 
by  them  at  Chandernagore,  and  fifty  of  the  latter  at  each  of  the  subordinates  ; 

*  C*  v  7 

also  a  wall  at  Chandernagore  and  twenty  six  pounder  cannon  for  the  purpose 
of  salutes,  with  five  artillery  men  to  work  the  said  guns.  We  wish  the  con- 
cession with  respect  to  the  artillery  could  have  been  avoided,  for  however  willing 
we  are  that  every  proper  measure  should  be  taken  to  cultivate  a  good  harmony 
with  the  French,  yet  past  experience  has  too  sensibly  evinced  the  little 
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dependance  there  can  be  had  upon  their  moderation.  As  they  most  certainly 
had  no  right  by  treaty  to  this  concession,  you  acted  very  properly  in  making 
an  agreement  to  withdraw  the  terms,  whenever  you  might  have  reason  to 
apprehend  an  improper  use  of  them.  It  remains  therefore,  and  we  shall 
expect  it  of  you,  that  a  constant  attention  be  had  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  agents,  to  prevent  their  extending  the  liberty  you  have  granted  them. 
and  to  remind  them,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  that  thev  are  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  favour  conferred  on  them,  with  the  sole  view 
of  cultivating  and  keeping  up  -a  good  harmony  between  the  two  nations. 

20.  The  time  for  this  dispatch  will  not  permit  our  taking  into  consideration 
the  several  papers  referred  to  relating  to  the  mint,  and  indeed  as  they  were 

under  your  consideration  at  the  departure  of  the  Admiral 
1    Steevens>    we    shall   be   better    able   to    form    a   judgment 
thereon,  upon  the  receipt  of  your  next  advices. 

21.  Among  other  the  great  misbehaviour  of  our  servants,  it  has  been 
evidently  proved  that  several  of  them  have  received  great  sums  of  money 
from  the  present  Nabob,  his  ministers  and  others,  on  his  being  raised  to  the 
siibahdarry  upon  the  decease  of  his  father  Meer  Jaffier,  as  appears  upon  the 
proceedings  of  Lord  Clive  and  the  rest  of  the  Select  Committee  received  by 
the  Admiral  Steevens  vizt.  Mr.  John  Spencer,  late  President,  Messrs.  Charles 
Stafford  Playdell,  William  Billers  deceased,  John  Johnstone,  Ascanius  William 
Senior,  Samuel  Middleton,  Ralph  Leycester,  John  Burdett,  George  Gray  of 
Council  and  Gideon  Johnstone,  a  writer  and  brother  of  the  beforementioned 
John  Johnstone.    We  therefore  hereby  order  and  direct,  that  upon  the  receipt 
of  this   the   said  Messrs.   Play  dell,   Senior,   Middleton,   Leycester,   Gray   and 
Gideon  Johnstone  be  forthwith  dismissed  the  Company's  service,  and  they 
as  also  John  Johnstone  now  in  England,  and  John  Burdett  who  had  resigned, 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  for  ever  incapable  of  being  again  employed  therein. 

22.  With  respect   to   Mr.   Spencer  who   we   appointed   to   succeed   Mr. 
Crommelin  in  the  Presidency  of  Bombay,  he  also  being  unworthy  of  any 
further  confidence,  is  also  dismissed  from  the  Company's  service,  which  is 
signified  in  our  letter  in  duplicate  to  that  Presidency,  transmitted  to  you  in  the 
packet,  which  you   are  to  forward   accordingly  by   the   earliest   and   safest 
conveyances. 

23.  As  upon  the  dismission  of  so  many  of  our  servants  who  have  most 
unworthily  filled  the  stations  as  members  of  your  Council  and  the  difficulties 
which  occur  to  us  in  appointing  others  for  the  present  at  least  from  amongst 
the  convenant  servants  upon  the  Bengal  list,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to 
introduce  Mr.  Richard  Becher,  some  time  since  of  Council  at  your  Presidency, 
Mr.  James  Alexander  late  of  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  both  at  present  in 
England,  also  Messrs.  Claud  Russell  and  William  Aldersey,  now  upon  the  Fort 
St.  George  establishment,  all  of  them  gentlemen  upon  whose  integrity  and 
abilities  we  place  great  confidence,  the  two  last  mentioned  being  particularly 
recommended  by  Lord  Clive. 

24.  Messrs.  Becher  and  Alexander  will  proceed  to  their  stations  the  next 
conveyance  after  this  dispatch,  and  as  to  Messrs.  Russell  and  Aldersey,  the 
accompanying  packet  directed  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George 
contains  orders  for  their  proceeding  with  the  utmost  dispatch  to  Bengal,  which 


174 


LETTER  FROM  COURT 


you  are  to  forward  accordingly  by  the  first  conveyance,  and  you  are  to  signify 
the  same  as  our  express  command  likewise  by  all  other  opportunities  that 
offer. 

25.  Our  Council  therefore  upon  the  Bengal  establishment  is  hereby 
ordered  and  directed  to  be  composed  of  the  following  twelve  members  in  the 
order  they  are  hereunder  ranked  vizt., 


The  Right  Hon'ble  Lord  Clive 
Mr.  William  Brightwell  Surnner 


Brigadier  General  John  Carnac 


Mr.  Harry  Verelst 
Mr.  John  Carder     .    . 
Mr.  Francis  Sykes 
Mr.  Richard  Becher 
Mr.  James  Alexander 
Mr.  Claud  Russell 
Mr.  Randolph  Marriott 
Mr.  Hugh  Watts     .    , 
Mr.  William  Aldersey 


President  and  Governor 
Second  in   Council   and  to 

succeed     Lord     Clive     as 

President  and  Governor 
Third,  but  not  at  any  time 

to  rise  higher  in  the  said 

Council  than  3rd 
Fourth 
Fifth 
Sixth 
Seventh 
Eighth 
Ninth 
Tenth 
Eleventh 
Twelfth  and  last  of  the  said 

Council. 


26.  Considering  the  great  merit  of  Mr.  Verelst,  we  are  happy  in  having 
so  worthy  a  man  near  the  succession  to  the  Government ;  it  is  our  pleasure 
therefore  that  he  do  succeed  thereto  upon  the  decease  or  coming  away  of 
Mr.  Sumner. 

27.  And  as  we  are  satisfied  twelve  members  in  Council  are  sufficient,  you 
are  not  to  introduce  any  above  that  number  without  our  express  leave. 

28.  Although  we  have  laid  it  down  as  a  rule  for  all  our  Presidencies 
that  no  military  officer  should  have  a  constant  seat  in  the  Council,  upon 
vacancies  happening  by  the  coming  away  or  otherwise  of  those  who  at  present 
enjoy  the  same,  however,  considering  the  case  of  Colonel  Richard  Smith  as 
represented  in  his  memorial  to  you  of  the  22nd  May  1765,  and  the  recommen- 
dation of  Lord  Clive,  wre  are  induced  for  the  present  to  deviate  therefrom,  and 
we  accordingly  direct,  that  upon  the  coming  away  or  decease  of  Brigadier 
General  Carnac,  that  Colonel  Smith  do  succeed  him  as  third  in  Council,  but 
he  is  never  to  rise  to  an  higher  rank  therein.    And  we  further  direct  that  upon 
Colonel  Smith's    coining    away  or  decease,    no  other    military  officer  is  to 
succeed  him  in  the  Council ;  but  the  commanding  officer  for  the  time  being, 
is  to  be  consulted  upon  military  affairs  only,  at  which  times  he  is  to  have  a 
seat  and  voice  at  the  Board  as  third  in  Council, 

29.  As  it  will  be  some  time  before  the  new  appointed  members  vizt.9  Messrs. 
Becher,  Alexander,  Russell  and  Aldersey  can  get  to  Bengal,  it  is  our  pleasure, 
that  the  remaining  members  do  conduct  the  Company's  affairs  as  President 
and  Council,    until  the  said  four    gentlemen    arrive  but  as  they    severally 
arrive  they  are  immediately  to  act  in  their  stations. 
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30.  If  at  any  time  it  shall  be  found  really  necessary  10  suspend  any  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  for  infidelity  or  on  any  other  occasion  which 
renders  their  sitting  therein  improper  and  inconsistent  with  the  Company's 
interest,  you  are  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  or  vacancies  by  such  suspension  or 
suspensions  by  the  next  under  the  Council,  in  the  manner  directed  in  the 
33rd  paragraph. 

31.  It  being  highly  necessary  to  provide  for  a  succession  to   the  said 
Council,  and  Lord  Clive  having  particularly  recommended  to  our  notice,  Mr. 
Thomas  Kelsall,  at  present  upon  the  Fort  St.   George  establishment,  he  is 
to  be  removed  from  thence  to  yours,  and  take  rank  next  below  the  Council, 
that  is  to  say,  next  to  Mr.  Aldersey. 

32.  Lord  Clive,  having  recommended  Mr,    Alexander    Campbell  as    a 
person  of  abilities,  at  present  fixed  upon  the  Bengal  establishment  in   the 
rank  of  a  Junior  Merchant,  we  do  therefore  hereby  direct  that  the  said  fixture 
be  taken  off,  and  that  he  take  rank  next  below  Mr.  Kelsall,  and  rise  in  the 
service  as  if  no  such  order  had  been  given  to  prevent  it. 

33.  When    Messrs.    Kelsall    and    Campbell    are  taken  into    Council    on 
vacancies  happening  by  the  death  or  otherwise  of  any  of  the  beforementioned 
twelve  members,  you  are  then  most  strictly  to  observe  the  orders  in  the  88th 
paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  24th  December  last,  not  to  admit  any  one  into 
Council  unless  you  are  fully  satisfied  that  his  abilities,  integrity,  circumstances 
and  good  character  in  general,  render  him  fit  for  so  important  a  station, 
but  where  these  all  concur  in  any  of  our  servants  who  are  under  the  Council, 
then  the  general  custom  of  promotion  according  to  seniority  is  to  take  place  ; 
however,  if  any  are  postponed  we  shall  expect  to  have  your  reasons  for  such 
a  measure. 

34.  Having  recommended  Mr.  Richard  Barweli  for  promotion  in  our 
Lre.  from  6th          General  Letter  of  the  24th  December  last,  and  as  it  appears 

Febry.  1764  Para.       he  had  been  appointed  to  the  residency  of  Malda  we  are 
25  •  desirous  of  his  continuing  in  that  station. 

35.  At  the  recommendation   of  Lord   Clive,  we  do   hereby  order   and 
direct,  that  Mr.  Robert  Maddison  be  appointed  a  factor  and  Mr.  William 
Bensley  a  writer  upon  the  Bengal  establishment  and  that  they  take  rank  in  the 
following  manner  vizt.,  Mr.  Maddison  to  be  the  youngest  factor  and  Mr. 
Bensley  the  youngest  writer  on  the  list. 

36.  From  your  representation  of  the  particular  merit  and  abilities  of 
Mr.  Robert  Hunter  who  had  with  permission  from  the  Presidency  of  Fort 

Marlborough,  proceeded  from  thence  to  you  on  the  Bute, 

c  Llre'if^?1n30tll^o     at  the  instance  of  Capt.  Maitland,  as  that  ship  was -without 
Septr.  1765  Para.  48,  .       r        ,  r     1  \  r  . 

a  surgeon,  and  in  consideration  of  the  rnistortunes  he 
suffered  after  the  reduction  of  our  settlements  on  the  West  Coast,  by  being 
compelled  into  the  French  service,  and  long  detained  at  their  islands,  we  are 
induced  to  comply  with  your  earnest  sollicitation  in  his  behalf,  revoking  the 
orders  conveyed  to  you  in  the  52d  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  19th 
February  last,  and  acquiescing  in  his  appointment  as  a  principal  surgeon  at 
the  Presidency,  but  we  must  at  the  same  time  express  our  entire  disapprobation 
of  persons  from  other  settlements  being  thus  introduced  into  the  service  without 
our  express  permission  first  obtained,  and  persuade  ourselves  that  such 
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admissions  will  not  in  future  be  practised  except  under  circumstances  of  the 
most  unavoidable  necessity. 

^ 

37.    As  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal  requires  that  every  measure 
should  be  taken  which  may  contribute  to  the  conducting  them  in  the  many 

unforeseen  events  which  mav  occur  in  a  manner  the  most  conducive  to  the 

, 

general  good,  and  the  interest  of  the  Company  in  particular,  we  think  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  continue  a  Select  Committee  and  we  accordingly  hereby 
order  and  direct  that  the  said  Committee  do  consist  of  the  undermentioned 
members  vizt.. 


The  Right  Hon'ble  Lord  Clive 
Mr.  William  Brightwell  Surnner 

Brigadier  General  Carnac 
Mr.  Harry  Verelst       .... 
Mr.  Francis  Sykes       .... 
Mr.  Richard  Becher         .     .     . 


President 

Second  and  to  succeed  Lord 

Clive 

Third  but  not  to  rise  higher 
Fourth 
Fifth 
Sixth. 


38.  Upon  the  coming  away  or  decease  of  General  Carnac,  Colonel  Richard 
Smith  is  to  succeed  him  as  third  in  the  said  Committee,  but  not  rise  to  a 
higher  rank  therein,  but  we  further  direct  as  we  did  with  respect  to  his  seat 
in  Council,  upon  Colonel  Smith's  coming  away  or  decease,  no  other  military 
officer  is  to  succeed  him  in  the  Committee,  but  the  commanding  officer  for  the 
time  being  is  to  be  consulted  upon  military  affairs  only,  at  which  time  he  is 
to  have  a  seat  and  voice  at  the  Board  as  third  in  Council. 

39.  Although  we  have  appointed  six  persons,  yet  that  number  is  to  be 
only  for  the  present,  being  intended  to   introduce   Mr.   Becher  who   stood 
high  In  our  service,  and  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  ;  we 
therefore  direct  that  upon  vacancies  happening  by  the  decease  or  coming 
away  of  any  of  the  beforementioned  gentlemen,  the  said  Committee  do  consist 
of  five  members  only,  and  In  case  of  any  other  vacancy  or  vacancies  in  the 
said  establishment  of  five,  they  are  to  be  filled  up  by  the  remaining  members 
of  the  Committee,  out  of  such  of  the  civil  members  of  the  Council  only  as 
they  shall  think  proper  from  time  to  time. 

40.  We  confirm  the  powers  with  which  our  President,  Lord  Clive  and 
the  rest  of  the  Select  Committee  are  already  invested,  and  we  hereby  give 
them   full    authority  to    correct    abuses  of   every    kind,    particularly  in    the 
collection  and  management  of  our  revenues  ;  to  endeavour  by  legal  means  to 
detect  all  sorts  of  corruption  in  our  servants  civil  and  military,  and  to  punish 
immediately  those  who  disobey  the  Company's  orders  or  disregard  the  Select 
Committee's  regulations ;   to   take   cognizance   of  all  proceedings   in   Bengal 
against  the  persons  now  dismissed  by  the  Company  for  exacting  or  receiving 
presents  from  the  Nabob,  his  ministers  and  others  and  to  prosecute  them 
conformable  to  our  orders  by  this  conveyance  or  any  future  offenders  of  the 
like  kind.    In  short,  we  give  them  full  power  to  do  every  act  and  deed,  which 
may  contribute  to  preserve  peace,  tranquility,  discipline,  harmony,  good  order 
and  subordination  in  the  settlement,  by  suspending  the  offenders  from  our 
service,  be  they  whom  they  may  ;  all  other  persons  not  under  covenants  to 
us  who  shall  offend  in  any  of  these  points,  must  have  our  protection  withdrawn 
from  them  and  be  sent  home. 
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41.  These  powers  are  to  remain  in  force  during  Lord  Olive's  continuance 
in  Bengal,  and  if  the  Select  Committee  should  be  divided  in  opinion  on  any 
question  it  is  our  pleasure  that  Lord  Olive  have  the  casting  vote.    But  this 
casting  vote  is  not  to  extend  to  any  other  President  after  Lord  Olive's  departure 
from  Bengal,  nor  is  the  Select  Committee  to  be  continued  unless  his  Lordship 
shall  judge  it  for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the  Company.     But  if  Lord  Olive 
shall  have  left  Bengal  before  this  reaches  you  and  his  Lordship  has  thought 
it  necessary  to  continue  the  Select  Committee,  in  such  case,  the  said  Committee 
is  to  exist  until  our  further  orders  are  received  ;  we  do  also  hereby  delegate  and 

f  4^ 

repose  in  Lord  Olive  and  the  Select  Committee  in  case  they  shall  think  it 
necessary  to  the  interest  of  die  Company,  and  we  trust  it  will  be  carried  into 
execution  upon  no  other  motive  or  consideration,  full  power  and  authority  to 
suspend  any  of  our  Select  Committee  or  Council  and  we  do  hereby  further 
direct  that  such  suspension  be  not  taken  off  without  our  express  leave. 

42.  And  as  in  the  course  of  the  important  affairs  which  now  come  under 
the  cognizance  of  the  Committee,  many  exigencies  may  arise  that  we  cannot 
foresee  in  the  imperfect  knowledge  we  have  at  present,  we  permit  Lord  Olive 
on  his  departure  from   Bengal,  to  make  such  further  regulations   in  these 
powers  to  be  observed  by  the  succeeding  Select  Committee,  as  his  Lordship 
shall  judge  most  for  the  interest  of  the  Company. 

43.  Upon  duly  considering  all  circumstances,   the  appointment  of  Sir 
Robert  Barker  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Battalion  is  hereby  confirmed. 

44.  And  it  is  our  pleasure  likewise  that  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  take  rank 
of  Major  Alexander  Champion,  which  we  make  no  doubt  the  latter  will 
readily  acquiesce  in,  when  he  is  assured  at  the  same  time  that  this  determina- 
tion is  not  owing  to  any  demerit  in  him,  but  that  on  the  contrary  we  have 
a  just  sense  of  his  merit. 

45.  As  to  any  other  difficulties  which  have  or  may  occur  with  respect  to 
the  rank  of  officers,  we  leave  the  same  to  your  final  decision,  having  a  due 
regard  therein  to  the  judgment  of  Lord  Olive. 

46.  Lord  Olive  speaks  highly  of  the  merit  of  Major  Charles  Pemble,  and 
we  are  happy  in  having  entirely  the  same  sentiments  with  respect  to  that 
gentleman's  abilities  and  character.    It  was  on  that  account  we  directed  in 
our  letter  of  the  26th  March  last,  his  return  to  Bombay,  where  there  is  a  great 
want  of  good  officers,  and  in  course  he  will  be  of  signal  use  to  the  Company 
there,  as  he  is  to  succeed  Major  Gouin. 

47.  According  to  your  desire  we  enclose  in  the  packet  by  this  vessel,  fifty 

Mutiny  Acts  and  shall  by  the  ships  to  be  consigned  to  you 

Lre.   from   30  .    J  r     ,  J      .  A  •  £     A, 

fSeptr.?!   17b5  m   tne  course   of   the   ensuing   season   transmit   a  runner 

Pa.  1.  quantity,  sufficient  to  supply  your  occasions  for  them. 

48.  Having  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  our  servants  have  received 
presents  or  gratuities  from  the  Nabobs,  their  ministers  or  others,  in  a  collusive 
manner,  by  way  of  exorbitant  interests  on  moneys  lent  or  said  to  be  lent  to 
them  by  our  said  servants,  in  order  therefore  to  put  a  stop  to  such  extortions 
and  exactions  (for  in  that  light  we  see  them)  we  do  hereby  order  and  direct 
that  if  in  future  any  one  of  our  servants  civil  or  military,  shall  directly  or 
indirectly  demand,  accept  or  receive  from  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
for  the  loan  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  real  or  nominal  in  Bengal  or  in  any 
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other  part  or  province  of  India,  (excepting  only  such  moneys  as  he  may  from 
time  to  time  lend  on  respondentia)  any  kind  of  premium,  gratuity  or  advantage 
whatsoever,  over  and  above  twelve  per  cent  per  annum  interest,  such  servant 
upon  being  convicted  thereof,  let  his  rank  or  station  be  what  it  may,  is  to  be 
forthwith  suspended  from  the  Company's  service. 

49.  With  respect  to  the  donation  of  twelve  lack  and  a  half  of  rupees  to 
the  navy,  we  have  given  you  our  sentiments  thereon  so  fully  by  the  letters  of 
this  season,  that  we  have  nothing  more  to  add  by  this  dispatch  than  if  you 
have  any  further  lights  to  throw,  or  information  to  communicate  thereon,  we 
shall  expect  to  receive  them  by  the  first  opportunities  ;  we  must  add  however, 
that  Admiral  Cornish  and  Commodore  Tinker  have  applied  to  us  in  behalf 
of  the  navy  people  for  our  interposition,  to  have  that  sum  discharged,  which 
at  present  we  have  not  had  time  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of. 

50.  As  from  the  apparent  situation  of  our  affairs  as  laid  before  us  in  the 
advices  received  by  the  Admiral  Steevens,  we  may  have  reason  to  expect  you 
will  have  a  much  larger  stock  of  money  than  may  be  wanted  for  all  the  services 
of  the  Company,  and  consequently  the  receiving  more  into  your  treasury  for 
remittances  by  bills  and  certificates,  if  not  limited,  may  greatly  distress  us 
to  discharge,  "when  at  the  same  time  there  will  remain  unemployed  cash  in  your 
treasury ;    it    becomes    therefore    highly    necessary    to    make    the    following 
regulations  which  you  are  strictly  to  observe  vizt. 

51.  You  are  to  grant  no  bills  on  us,  or  to  receive  any  money  into  our 
treasury  for  certificates  unless  you  shall  be  actually  in  want  of  cash  for  carrying 
on  our  investment  or  to  defray  the  civil  and  military  expences  of  the  Presidency 
or  for  answering  draughts  from  Bombay,  or  any  other  of  our  settlements,  or  to 
send  thither  or  to  China  or  for  such  like  occasions,  and  in  all  or  any  of  these 
cases,  no  more  money  must  be  received  than  is  absolutely  wanted  for  such 
purposes,  nor  must  the  amount  of  bills  and  certificates  by  each  ship  exceed 
one  fifth  part  of  the  sum  total  of  such  ship's  invoice  of  goods  laden  on  board 
at  the  settlement  from  which  it  receives  its  dispatches  for  England. 

52.  We  hereby  direct  that  the  exchange  from  Bengal  after  these  orders 
come  to  hand  be  lowered  to  two  shillings  and  three   pence  for   a   current 
rupee  to  our  servants,  civil  and  military  and  to  all  others  to  two  shillings  and 
one  penny  only,  for  a  current  rupee. 

53.  You  are  to  receive  no  money,  nor  grant  bills  to  any  persons  not 
under  covenants  with  us  unless  immediately  wanted  for  the  purposes  above- 
mentioned. 

54.  No  bills  drawn  on  us  must  be  made  payable  in  a  less  space  of  time 
than  365  days  after  sight,  and  we  will  allow  on  such  bills,  an  interest  of  the 
rate  of  three  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  expiration  of  ninety  days  from  the 
date  of  our  acceptance  thereof,  being  the  rate  of  interest  which  our  bonds  here 
in  England  bear,  except  only  to  the  amount  of  about  twenty  thousand  pounds 
a  year,  and  this  being  an  indulgence  to  our  covenant  servants  for  providing 
themselves  with  necessaries  and  for  other  their  immediate  occasions,  we  are 
willing  to  pay  them  at  ninety  days  sight ;  but  you  are  not  to  extend  your 
draughts  for  so  short  a  time  of  payment  to  a  greater  sum  than  the  said  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  such  being  the  amount  allowed  by  our  former  orders. 

55.  Bills  are  not  to  be  given  or  certificates  granted  for  money  received 
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which  may  belong  to  persons  residing  at  any  other  Presidency  or  settlement 
not  subordinate  to  Bengal  unless  it  is  much  wanted. 

56.  Neither  are  you  to  give  bills  or  certificates  to  such  of  the  Company's 
servants  who  have  been  dismissed  or  suspended  for  infidelity  or  misbehaviour, 
except  as  before  excepted,  namely  that  the  money  is  wanted  for  our  immediate 
occasions. 

57.  Every  person  to  whom  it  shall  be  agreed  to  give  bills  on  us  must 
before  the  same  are  signed  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  make  an  affidavit 
before  a  magistrate,  that  the  money  paid  into  our  treasury  for  them  is  his 
own  property,  or  the  property  of  some  other  person  whom  he  shall  name, 
and  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  oath  is  made,  shall  sign  Ms  name  at 

the  foot  of  the  bill  or  certificate  so  given  in  attestation  of 

(a)  in  the  Collec-    that  act,  as  hath  partly  been  the  practice  for  many  years 
tion     of      Standing  .  r     i  i  •  •        i        f  \    M     i 

Orders.  Past  m  consequence  or  the  orders  given  in  the   (a)  92nd 

paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  3rd  of  February  1740.  This 
regulation  is  now  absolutely  to  extend  to  all  bills  and  certificate  whatsoever 
without  regard  to  the  exchange. 

58.  In  drawing  the  certificates  that  you  shall  pass  on  us,  care  is  to  be 
taken  that  they  only  mention  the  sum  of  money  received  into  our  treasury, 
no  rate  of  exchange  or  time  of  payment  must  be  specified  therein  ;  indulgences 
in  those  respects  are  to  be  left  to  our  determination  here. 

59.  The  fortunes  or  estates  acquired  by  our  good  and  faithful  servants 
may  be  remitted  home  in  bills  drawn  upon  us  at  two  shillings  and  three  pence 
for,  a  current  rupee,  if  the  money  is  tendered  within  twelve  months  from  the 
time  of  their  departure  for  England,  but  after  that  period  they  are  to  have 
bills  at  only  two  shillings  and  one  penny  for  a  current  rupee. 

60.  Lord  Clive  is  to  be  indulged  with  bills  (or  certificates)  for  the  amount 
of  the  money  he  may  receive  in  India  for  his  jagh&er  whichever  way  he  may 
chuse  to  take. 

61.  All  monies  tendered,  belonging  to  deceased  persons  who  were  under 
covenants  with  us,  must  be  received,  if  within  the  limitation  beforerneiltioned. 

62.  Also  the  money  tendered  by  the  commanders  and  officers  of  our 
(a)  in  the  Collec-    Europe  ships  so  far  as  the  produce  of  their  private  adventure 

t^on     of     Standing    extends,  they  taking  the  oath  prescribed  in  the  (a)  9th  para, 
Orders-  of  our  letter  of  the  3rd  February  1740. 

63.  Likewise  for  all  money  paid  in  on  account  of  the  produce  of  coral 
and  other  articles  licensed  by  us  to  be  exported  by  the  traders  in  diamonds. 

64.  In  all  and  every  of  the  beforementioned  cases,  particular  regard  must 
be  had  to  the  sum  total  of  bills  and  certificates,  that  they  do  not  exceed  by  each 
ship,  one  fifth  part  of  the  invoice  of  the  goods  laden  thereon  as  already 
directed  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  and  to  this  we  make  no  exception,  but 
what  may  regard  Lord  Clive,  whose  full  remittances  must  have  the  preference 
to  all  others. 

65.  The  treasure  you  shall  consign  from  Bengal  for  the  China  investment, 
must  go  first  to  Fort  St.  George  early  in  the  year  as  conveyances  offer,  so  as 
not  to  have  too  great  a  risque  on  any  one  bottom,  whether  Europe  or  country 
ship.    It  is  our  intention  that  the  money  from  Fort  St.  George  should  be 
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pretty  equally  divided  among  the  whole  number  of  ships  destined  from  thence 
to  China,  and  that  care  be  taken  for  as  little  surplus  stock  as  possible  should 
be  left  to' be  put  on  board  any  ship  that  by  accident  may  be  in  danger  of  losing 
her  passage  or  season  to  Canton.  Any  sum  may  be  annually  sent  this  way, 
not  exceeding  forty  lacks  of  rupees  as  mentioned  in  a  preceding  paragraph. 

66.  We  direct  that  all  the  outstanding  bonds  granted  by  our  Presidency 
at  Bengal  be  paid  off  with  the  first  surplus  money  that  may  come  into  our 
treasury  and  that  no  more  money  be  borrowed  without  absolute  necessity. 

67.  You  are  to  send  us  a  very  succinct  and  exact  account  of  the  Dewannec 
of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orixa,  subdivided  under  the  different  provinces,  spccify- 
ino-  the  original  rents  of  each  division,  the  additional  charge  on  each,  the 
nezzemnna^and   durbar   charges,    also   the   revenues    arising  from   fines   and 
customs  on  salt,  beetle  and  tobacco,  also  the  other  articles  of  the  inland  trade. 

68.  As  it  is  highly  expedient  for  us  to  be  acquainted  with  every  particular 
that  may  lead  us  to  form  a  proper  judgment  of  the  military  cxpcnces  at  your 
Presidency  and  as  we  have  not  hitherto  been  furnished  with  every  intelligence 
we  could  wish  relative  thereto,  you  are  to  take  care  by  the  first  opportunity  to 
supply  us  with  the  following  materials,  together  with  everything  else  that  you 
shall  deem  necessary,  for  our  further  information  in  this  matter. 

* 

69.  You  are  to  send  us  an  exact  and  particular  account  of  the  respective 
expence  of  a  battalion  of  infantry,  a  battalion  of  sepoys,  a  company  of  artillery 
and  a  company  of  cavalry   (both  Indian  and  European)   with  their   several 
officers,  surgeons  &ca.  inserting  therein  the  batta  and  allowances  to  each  and 
also  the  charge  of  cooleys  and  general  cooleys  for  one  month  on  detachment, 
including  in  the  account  of  the  cavalry,  the  maintenance  of  the  horses,  and 
you  are  in  like  manner  to  send  us  an  account  of  the  same  for  one  month  in 
garrison. 

70.  The  books  of  your  Presidency   not  being   always   transmitted  time 
enough  to  give  us  the  requisite  information  of  your  annual  charges,  you  will 
take  care  to  send  us  by  the  first  ship  of  each  season,  a  scperate  account  of  your 
general   charges,    subdivided    and   particularized    under    the   heads    of   civil, 
military  and  marine,  to  which  also  must  be  added  such  expence  of  fortifications 
and  repairs,  as  may  have  occurred  within  the  year. 

71.  You  are  to  use  all  the  means  in  your  power  to  prevent  our  servants 
and  all  others  residing  under  our  protection,  lending  their  money  to  the  French, 
Dutch  or  any  other  Europeans  whatsoever  and  taking  bills  for  the  same  on  their 
respective  Company's  or  others  payable  in  Europe,  this  being  a  measure  pro- 
ductive of  the  greatest  detriment  by  interfering  with  our  investments  in  Bengal 
and  procuring  thereby  such  quantities  of  goods  which  they  would  not  other- 
ways  have  it  in  their  power  to  provide,  the  natural  consequences  whereof  and 
which  are  sensibly  felt  by  us  are  not  only  the  reducing  the  prices  of  the  goods 
at  our  sales,  but  likewise  the  preventing  your  sending  us  larger  quantities,  which 
in  your  present  situation  we  may  very  reasonably  expect.    This  being  an  affair 
of  great  consequence  to  the  Company,  we  therefore  recommend  it  to  your 
most  serious  attention. 

72.  Since  we  acquainted  you  in  our  letter  of  the  19th  of  February  last, 
with  our  apprehensions  that  the  captains  of  some  of  our  ships  called  at  the 
Canary  Islands  principally  with  a  view  to  take  in  illicit  trade  we  have  received 


17  MAY  1766  IS! 

certain  and  well  attested  accounts  taken  from  the  custom  house  books  at 
Theneriffe  that  there  were  transhipped  from  a  vessel  called  the  Port  Roy  all 
on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Capt.  Burnet  Abercrombie,  1100  kinials  of  iron, 
600  do.  of  steel,  600  do.  of  lead  and  12  three  pounder  guns.  Also  transhipped 
from  a  vessel  called  the  Fanny  on  board  the  Fort  William,  Capt.  Edwd.  Roch, 
400  kintals  of  lead,  900  do.  of  iron  and  40  guns  3  pounders  ;  so  far  appears 
by  the  said  custom  house  books,  but  it  is  imagined  the  quantities  were  much 
larger  as  the  manner  of  transhipping  afforded  great  opportunities  of  collusion 
in  order  for  paying  duties  for  less  than  were  actually  shipped. 

73.  As  the  said    goods    could    not  be    received    on    board    without   the. 
knowledge  of  the  said  Captains  Burnet  Abercrombie  and  Edwd.  Rc/rh,  we  deem 
them  unworthy   of  the  Company's   protection   and  we   do   therefore  hereby 
withdraw  the  same,  and  positively  direct  that  they  be  sent  home  by  the  first 
conveyances  that  offer.    The  like  must  he  done  with  respect  to  such  of  their 
officers  if  upon  the  strict  enquiry  directed  to  be  made  by  our  said  letter,  any 
of  them  are  found  to  he  concerned  as  proprietors  in  the  said  illicit  trade. 

74.  Upon  the  further    recommendation    of  Lord    Clive,    we  do    hereby 
appoint  Francis  Glaclman  to  he  a  writer  on  your  establishment  and  he  is  to 
take  rank  next  below  William  Bensley. 

75.  Just  as  we  were  on  the  point  of  closing  this  letter,  the  purser  of  the 
Earl  of  Middlesex  brought  us  the  agreeable  news  of  that  ship's  arrival  off  the 
start  from  Fort  St.  George,  but  as  we  received  no  packet  from  your  Presidency 
by  this  conveyance,  we  have  nothing  more  to  add  to  the  beforegoing  than  that 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
Geo.  Dudley  /  Thos.  Rous  /  John 
Stephenson  /  Cha.  Cutts  /  Heny. 
Savage  /  Christr,  Baron  /  Fredk.  Pigou  / 
F.  W.  Barrington  /  Edwd.  Wheler  / 
Luke  Scrafton  /  E.  H.  Cruttenden  / 
Charles  Chambers  /  J.  Pardoe  /  Jos. 

London,  DuPre    /    Thos.    Saimders    /    George 

the  17th  May  1766.  Cuming  /  John  Harrison  /  J.  Purling  / 

[Per  Mercury  John  Roberts  /  Peter  DuCane  Junr.  / 

and  overland]  George  Womb  well  /  Rob.  Jones. 

Memo. 

Triplicate    of   this   letter    was    signed    by    the   following   gentlemen    the 
22nd  May  1766  to  be  send  [sic]  overland. 

*  * 

Geo.  Dudley  /  Thos.  Rous  /  Rob.  Jones  / 
Fred.  Pigou  /  Luke  Scrafton  /  John 
Stephenson  /  E.  H.  Cruttenden  /  Chas. 
Chambers  /  J.  Pardoe  /  Christ.  Baron  / 
Geo.  Cuming/ Chas.  Cutts/ Jos.  DuPre/ 
Jno.  Harrison  /  Geo.  Wombwell  /  J. 
Creswicke/Jno.  Roberts/Edw.  Wheler/ 
Thos.  Saunders  /  Hen.  Savage. 
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Request  Clive  to  continue  for  another  season  in  Bengal — end  of  war  with 
Shujaud-Daulah restoration  of  Shah  Alam — Company's  right  to  trade  duty- 
pee  in  Shujaud-Daulah's  dominion — sentiments  on  the  Diwani — mismanage- 
ment of  Burdwan  lands— corruption  and  rapacity  among  Company's  servants 
— no  Englishman  to  hold  any  land — acceptance  of  donations  declared  unlawful 
— claim  to  private  trade  by  servants  absurd — question  of  monopoly  over  neces- 
saries of  life — sudden  affluence  of  the  servants  undesirable— enquiry  into  extor- 
tions practised  on  the  Nawabs, 

OUR  President  and  Select  Committee  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  On  the  19th  of  last  month  we  received  the  several  packets  committed 
to  the  care  of  Captain  Griffin,  in  which  was  your  letter  of  the  30th  September 
one  from  Lord  Clive  and  a  General  Letter  both  dated  the  same  day. 

2.  As  some  of  the  most  important  affairs  have  fallen  under  your  manage- 
ment which  have  ever  occurred  since  the  Company  had  a  being  ;  it  is  with 
the  utmost  satisfaction  we  observe  with  what  zeal  and  true  regard  to  the 
interest  of  your  employers,  you  have  pursued  such  measures,  not  only  with 
respect  to  the  political  system  of  the  country  but  the  arduous  task  of  dis- 
covering and  laying  open  to  our  view  the  infidelity,  rapaciousncss  and  mis- 
behaviour of  our  servants  in  general,  of  all  which  you  may  be  fully  assured, 
we  have  the  highest  and  most  grateful  sense. 

3.  As  stability  to  your  plans  for  a  peaceable  possession  of  our  acquisitions, 
and  a  thorough  reformation  in  our  servants  in  general  are  objects  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  in  which  the  presence  of  Lord  Clive  is  essentially 
necessary,  we  made  it  our  unanimous  and  earnest  request  that  his  Lordship 
would  continue  another  season  in  Bengal,  and  which  we  here  again  repeat  in 
confidence  and  hopes  of  his  Lordship's  ready  acquiescence  to  complete  what  he 
had  laid  so  good  a  foundation  for,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  accompanying 
triplicate  of  a  letter  we  addressed  his  Lordship  dated  the  2nd  instant  which 
as  the  occasion  was  so  important  we  sent  overland  for  fear  the  Mercury  by 
which  you  will  receive  this  should  not  reach  Bengal  before  the  departure 
of  his  Lordship. 

4.  Although  we  think  you  have  made  a  most  unexpected  progress  in 
investigating  the  many  new  and  important  affairs  that  have  come  before  you, 
yet  we  consider  what  you  have  done  as  necessarily  imperfect,  till  you  have 
had  some  experience  of  the  effect  of  your  regulations ;  you  must  not  therefore 
look  on  the  following  observations  and  directions  as  carrying  any  disapproba- 
tion of  your  conduct  hi  general,  but  as  reflections  that  occur  to  us  on  the  first 
view  of  affairs  so  totally  new  to  us  and  we  trust  entirely  to  the  continuance 
of  your  zealous  endeavours  to  bring  the  great  work  to  perfection. 

5.  Before  we  proceed  any  further  we  would  have  it  observed  that  although 
this  letter  is  addressed  to  our  President  and  the  Select  Committee  by  way 
of  answer  to  theirs  of  the  30th  September  last,  yet  as  it  contains  matters  of 
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general  Importance  to  the  affairs  of  the  Presidency,  it  is  our  meaning  that  the 
same  should  be  laid  before  the  President  and  Council  and  be  attended  to  and 
the  same  regard  paid  to  every  part  thereof  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  it 
had  been  directed  to  them  in  the  usual  manner  of  a  General  Letter. 

6.  From  the  sentiments  we  expressed  in  every  one  of  our  late  letters,  you 
will  easily  judge  the  great  pleasure  it  gave  us  to  see  the  war  with  Sou] a 
Dowla  ended  so  conformable  to  our  wishes.  We  always  esteemed  the  power 
of  that  Soubah  the  strongest  barrier  we  could  have  against  the  invasions  of  the 
northern  powers,  and  of  the  Morattas  which  have  so  long  laid  desolate  the 
northern  provinces,  and  had  the  impolitic,  injudicious  views  of  our  late 
Governor  and  Council  been  followed,  and  the  King  or  Nudjeef  Cawn  been  left 
in  possession  of  Souja  Dowla's  country,  we  are  convinced  they  would  not 
have  had  weight  and  abilities  to  have  supported  themselves.  And  we  must 
either  have  had  their  wars  to  maintain  at  that  immense  distance  or  they  would 

* 

have  been  drove  back  on  us,  and  brought  the  war  down  to  our  frontiers  or  even 
into  our  own  provinces.  Nothing  could  so  effectually  restore  that  country 
to  its  former  state  as  putting  its  natural  prince  in  the  full  possession  of  his 
dominions.  And  we  are  equally  pleased  to  see  the  care  that  has  been  taken 
of  all  those  who  shewed  their  attachment  to  us  in  the  course  of  the  war ; 
Bulwant  Sing's  joining  us  at  the  time  he  did,1  was  of  signal  service  and  the 
stipulation  In  his  favor  was  what  he  was  justly  entitled  to. 

7.    Equally  politic  and  prudent  are  the  concessions  In  favor  of  the  King 
whose  interest  was  best  considered  by  the  restoring  Souja  Dowla  to  his  country,2 
the  only  Soubah  in  Indostan  who  Is  ever  likely  to  support  him  in  his  pretentions 
to  the  empire.    The  revenue  agreed  to  be  paid  him  must  be  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Indian  powers  a  mark  of  our  respect  to  the  royal  blood  and  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  right.    We  approve  also  the  being  guarantee  for  Nudjeef  Cawn 
and  finally  we  hope  the  moderation  and  the  attention  paid  to  all  those  who 
have  espoused  our  interest  in  this  war  will  restore  our  reputation  in  Indostan, 
and  that  the  Indian  powers  will  be  convinced,  no  breach  of  treaty  will  ever 
have  our  sanction.    We  also  hope  the  50  lacks  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  Souja 
Dowla  will  be,  before  this  reaches  you,  discharged  and  his  dominions  entirely 
evacuated  by  our  troops  and  that  none  will  remain  under  pretence  of  protection 
to  the  King's  person,  for  that  may  lead  to  pretensions  to  support  him  In  his 
claim  to  the  empire,  a  measure  quite  contrary  to  our  views  being  determined 
to  make  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orixa  the  utmost  bounds  of  our 
political  views  or  possessions. 

8  The  article  in  the  treaty  with  Souja  Dowla,  stipulating  a  trade  duty 
free  through  his  dominions  we  direct  to  be  confined  solely  to  the  Company  s 
trade,  and  even  in  that  sense  of  it,  we  mean  only  if  his  dominions  produce 
any  goods  fit  for  the  European  markets  or  if  it  can  be  made  the  means  of 
extending  our  trade  in  the  woollen  manufactures  or  any  otter  European 
goods. 

9  We  come    now  to    consider  the    great  and   important    affair  of  the 
Dewannee  on  which  we  shall  give  you  our  sentiments  with  every  objection 
that  occurs  to  us. 

10  When  we  consider  that  the  barrier  of  the  country  government  was 
entirely  broke  down  and  every  Englishman  throughout  the  country  armed 
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with  an  authority  that  owned  no  superior  and  exercising  his  power  to  the 
oppression  of  the  helpless  natives  who  knew  not  whom  to  obey,  at  such  a 
crisis  we  cannot  hesitate  to  approve  your  obtaining  the  De-matinee  for  the 
Company. 

11.  When  we  look  back  to  the  system  that  Lord  Clive  and  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Select  Committee  found  established,  it  presents  to  us  a  Souba  disarmed, 
with  a  revenue  of  almost  two  millions  sterling  (for  so  much  seems  to  have 
been  left  exclusive  of  our  demands  on  him)  at  the  mercy  of  our  servants  who 
had  adopted  an  unheard  of  ruinous  principle  of  an  interest  distinct  from 
the  Company.     This  principle  shewed  itself  in  laying  their  hands  upon  every- 
thing they  did  not  deem  the  Company's  property. 

12.  In  the  province  of  BurdwTan  the  Resident  and  his  Council  took  an 
annual  stipend  of  near  Rs.  80,000  per  annum  from  the  Rajah  in  addition  to  the 
Company's  salary.    This  stands  on  the  Burdwan  accounts,  and  we  fear  was 
not  the  whole,  for  we  apprehend  it  went  further  and  that  they  carried  this 
pernicious  principle  even  to  the  sharing  with  the  Rajah  of  all  he  collected 
beyond  the  stipulated  midgaurry  or  land  revenue,  overlooking  the  point  of 
duty  to  the  Company  to  whom  properly  everything  belonged  that  was  not 
necessary  for  the  Rajah's  support.    It  has  been  the  principle  too  on  which  our 
servants  falsely  endeavored  to  gloss  over  the  crime  of  their  proceedings  on 
the  accession  of  the  present  Soubah  and  we  fear  would  have  been  soon  extended 
to  the  grasping  the  greatest  share  of  that  part  of  the  Nabob's  revenues  which 
was  not  allotted  to  the  Company  ;  in  short  this  principle  was  directly  under- 
mining the  whole  fabrick,  for  whilst  the  Company  were  jinking  under  the 
burthen  of  the  war,  our  servants  were  enriching  themselves  from  those  very 
funds  that  ought  to  have  supported  the  war.     But  to  Lord  Clive  and  our 
Select  Committee  we  owe  that  the  Company  are  at  last  considered  as  principals 
in  the  advantages  as  well  as  dangers. 

13.  We  must  now  turn  our  attention  to  our  acquisitions  as  permanent  as 
human  wisdom   can  make   them.     This   permanancy   we   apprehend   can   be 
found  only  in  the  simplicity  of  the  execution.    We  observe  the  account  you 
give  of  the  office  and  power  of  the  King's  Dewan*  in  former  times  was  "the 
collecting  of  all  the  Revenues  and  after  defraying  the  Expences  of  the  Army 
and  allowing  sufficient  Fund  for  the  support  of  the  Nizamma  to  remit  the 
remainder  to  Delhi".    This  discription  of  it  is  not  the  office  we  wish  to  execute. 
The  experience  we  have  already  had  in  the  province  of  Burdwan  convinces 
us  how  unfit  an  Englishman  is  to  conduct  the  collection  of  the  revenues  and 
follow  the  subtle  native  through  all  his  arts  to  conceal  the  real  value  of  his 
country  to  perplex  and  to  elude  the  payments.    We  therefore  entirely  approve 
of  your  preserving  the  ancient  form 'of  government  in  the  upholding   the 
dignity  of  the  Soubah. 

14.  We    conceive    the    office    of   Dewan    should    be    exercised    only    in 
superintending  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the  revenues,  which  office  though 
vested  in  the  Company  should  officially  be  executed  by  our  Resident  at  the 
Durbar  under  the  controul  of  the  Governor  and  Select  Committee,  the  ordinary 
bounds  of  which  controul  should  extend  to  nothing  beyond  the  superintending 
the  collection  of  the  revenues  and  the  receiving  the  money  from  the  Nabob's 
treasury  to  that  of  the  dewannah  or  the  Company.    And  this  we  conceive  to 
be  neither  difficult  nor  complicated  for  at  the  annual  poonah  the  government 
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settled  with  each  zemindar  his  monthly  payment  for  the  ensuing;  year,  so  the 
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monthly  payment  of  the  whole  from  the  Nabob's  Dewan  is  but  the  total  of  the 
monthly  payment  of  each  zemindar,  which  must  be  strictly  kept  up,  and  if 
deficient,  the  Company  must  trace  what  particular  province,  rajah  or  zemindar 
has  fallen  short  in  his  monthly  payments  or  if  it  is  necessary  to  extend  the 
power  further,  let  the  annual  poonah  by  which  we  mean  the  time  when  every 
land  holder  makes  his  agreement  for  the  ensuing  year  be  made  with  the 
consent  of  the  Dewan  or  Company.  This  we  conceive  to  be  the  whole  office 
of  the  Dew anny.  The  administration  of  justice,  the  appointment  to  offices, 
zemindarries,  in  short,  whatever  comes  under  the  denomination  of  civil 
administration,  we  understand,  is  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Nabob  or  his 
ministers. 

15.  The  Resident  at  the  Durbar  being  constantly  on  the  spot  cannot  be 
long  a  stranger  to  any  abuses  in  the  government  and  is  always  armed  with 
power  to  remedy  them.     It  will  be  his  duty  to  stand  between  the  administration 
and  the   encroachments  always  to  be   apprehended  from  the  agents  of  the 
Company's  servants  which  must  first  be  known  to  him,  and  we  rely  on  his 
fidelity  to  the  Company  to  check  all  such  encroachments  and  to  prevent  the 
oppression  of   the   natives.    We   gave   you    our   sentiments   on    the   office   of 
Resident  in  our  letter  of  the  24th  December  last  which  were  what  we  thought 
suitable  to  the  office  as  it  then  stood  but  now  it  has  become  of  so  much  more 
importance,  we  shall  leave  the  regulating  of  it  to  you  and  desire  you  will 
be  very  explicit  on  the  subject  and  shall  only  here  fling  out  some  few  thoughts 
upon  it. 

16.  We  would  have  his  correspondence  to  be  carried  on  with  the  Select 
Committee  through  the  channel  of  the  President.     He  should  keep  a  diary 
of  all  his  transactions.     His  correspondence  with  the  natives  must  be  publicly 
conducted.     Copies  of  all  his  letters,  sent  and  received,  be  transmitted  monthly 
to  the  Presidency  with  duplicates  and  triplicates  to  be  transmitted  home  in  our 
general  packet  by  every  ship. 

17.  In  the  39th  paragraph  of  our  General  Letter  of  the  24th  December  last, 
we  expressed  our  disapprobation  of  continuing  a  chief  and  council  at  Burdwan. 
We  see  you  have  already  adopted  that  sentiment  in  withdrawing  that  resi- 
dency.   We  have  been  very  full  in  our  late  letters  on  the  subject  of  the 
Burdwan  country  and  Mr.  Verelst's  letter  of  the   13th  September  gives  us 
still  more  insight  into  the  affairs  of  that  province  and  as  it  has  been  from  the 
transactions  of  that  province  that  we  have  acquired  the  most  experience  of 
the  nature  of  the  collections  of  the  revenues,  we  shall  give  you  such  reflexions 
as  occur  to  us  on  the  subject  in  general  and  on  this  province  in  particular. 
We  observe  that  when  we  first  took  possession  of  the  grant  from  Jaffier  Ali 
Khan  of  the  Calcutta  lands,  we  immediately  turned  on  all  those  men  who 
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stood  between  the  government  and  the  cultivator  and  put  the  farm  of  the 
lands  up  to  public  sale  in  which  we  make  no  doubt  our  servants  acted  for  our 
interest,  according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  but  it  appears  to  have  been 
deemed  by  the  natives  an  act  of  oppression  and  contrary  to  the  customs  of 
Indostan  ;  however,  it  was  then  a  partial  evil  confined  to  a  small  tract  of 
country,  and  the  Company  had  this  to  plead  in  their  defence,  that  their 
whole  territory  lying;  near  Calcutta  could  easily  be  kept  under  the  general 
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administration  of  the  Presidency  and  this  might  be  very  justifiable  and  very 
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proper  for  so  limited  an   object,  but   when    large    provinces    fall   under    our 
government,  such  as  Burdwan,  we  do  not  think  the  same  conduct  should  have 
been  observed  but  you  should  have  made  the  best  terms  you  could  with  the 
rajah  for  the   raulgazerry  or  land  revenues ;   particular  local  circumstances 
might  have  required  deviations  from  the  general  rule,  such  as  the  incapacity 
of  the  rajah,  which  might  have  been  remedied  by  putting  proper  ministers 
about  him  but  our  servants  should  not  have  interfered  in  the  collections  or 
civil  administrations  and  experience  has  convinced  us  they  have  either  erred 
in  judgment  or  their  duty  to  the  Company.    For  after  all  the  various  experi- 
ments of  putting  the  farms  up  to  public  sale  by  which  means  many  families 
seem  to  have  been  utterly  ruined,  of  keeping  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  Company 
which  you  call  coss  and  the  various  methods  that  have  been  tried,  we  find 
the  collections  brought  to  the  Company's  credit  for  the  year   1764,  are  five 
lacks  less  than  what  were  paid  in  Aliverdi  Cawn's  time  in  1752.    There  is  a 
passage   in   Mr.   Verelst's   letter   very    alarming   and   which   requires    a   full 
explanation,  "I  was  greatly  surprized  to  find  on  my  arrival  there  that  it  had 
been  again  exposed  to  a  Public  Sale,  however  Purchasers  had  been  only  found 
for  about  22  lacks,  so  great  was  the  Prejudice  taken  at  the  former  and  the 
whole  of  that  very  considerably  under  the  jumneabundy  of  1169  excepting 
the  farms  lately  held  by  Messrs.  Johnstone,  Hay  and  Bolts  on  which  a  great 
advance  was  bid". 

18.    We  have  on  a  former  occasion  in  our  letter  of  the  13th  March  1761, 
paragraph  57,  permitted  our  servants  to  bid  at  the  public  sale  of  the  Calcutta 
lands  but  we  could  not  conceive  such  an  indulgence  could  ever  be  construed 
to  admit  servants  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues  of  a  province 
to  select  out  the  most  profitable  lands  for  themselves,  for  such  is  the  light 
in  which  this  transaction  appears  to  us,  and  it  is  one  more  striking  proof  of 
the  general  corruption  with  which  all  ranks  were  tainted  and  of  the  ill  use 
that  has  been  made  of  every  indulgence.    We  direct  a  strict  scrutiny  into  this 
affair,  and  if  it  proves   true,  that   you  will   make  a   proper    example  of   the 
offenders  by  dismissing  them  our  service. 

19.  This  transaction  convinces  us  of  the  necessity  of  shutting  the  door 
to  abuses  and  we  therefore  positively  order  that  no  covenanted  servant  or 
Englishman  residing  under  our  protection  shall  be  suffered  to  hold  any  land 
for  his  own  account  directly  or  indirectly  in  his  own  name  or  that  of  others 
or  to  be  concerned  in  any  farms  or  revenues  whatsoever. 

20.  In  the  30th  paragraph  of  our  letter    of  the  19th   February   last,  we 
expressed   our    surprize    that    the    covenants    were    not    executed    nor    any 
notice   taken   of   them  ;    judge   then   what    we   feel   on   learning   from    Mr. 
Leycester's  minute  on  Consultation   llth  June    1765   that  they   never  were 
intended  to  be  executed,  and  we  presume  he  speaks  not  only  his  own  sentiments 
but  the  sentiments  of  his  colleagues  when  he  says  the  covenants  were  rather 
the  effects  of  party,  than  the  cool  sentiments  of  his  masters  and  that  it  was 
probable,  parties  would  unite  in  abolishing  covenants  that  could  only  injure 
individuals  and  do  the  Company  no  service.    If  our  servants  presume  thus  to 
call  in  question  our  most  direct  and  positive  orders,  enforced  too  by  the 
general  voice  of  the  whole  body  of  proprietors,  it  is  time  for  us  to  exert  the 
authority  vested  in  us  and  to  do  justice  to  the  injured  natives,  to  our  own 
honor  and  to  the  national  character,  • 
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21.  The  proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee  have  laid  open  to  us  a  most 

complicated  scene  of  corruption  in  which  we  have  the  unhappiness  to  see 
most  of  our  principal  servants  involved.  Gentlemen  who  have  served  us  In 
the  highest  offices,  in  whom  we  placed  the  greatest  confidence  and  to  whom  we 
had  given  many  marks  of  our  favour,  vet  neither  the  ties  of  honor  nor 
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gratitude,  could  controul  that  unbounded  thirst  after  riches  that  seems  to  have 
prevailed  almost  over  the  whole  settlement  and  threatened  a  total  dissolution 
of  all  government.  The  principle  on  which  these  gentlemen  justify  them- 
selves seems  to  be  that  donations  or  free  gifts  are  lawful  when  no  interest  of 
the  Company  is  sacrificed  to  obtain  them. 

22.  We  do  not  admit  that  donations  are  in  any  case  lawful  without  our 
consent  and  approbation.  Our  governors  and  council  in  our  settlements  abroad 
are  instructed  with  the  command,  of  our  troops  and  with  all  our  influence  and 
authority  to  employ  them  solely  for  the  honor  and  advantage  of  the  Company  ; 
if  they  pervert  the  power  thus  trusted  with  them  for  the  public  good,  to  their 
own  private  advantage,  they  are  undoubtedly  guilty  of  a  breach  of  that  trust. 

23.  Neither  can  we  admit  that  the  vast  sums  obtained  on  this  occasion 
were  by  any  means  free  gifts,  the  dependant  situation  of  the  Subah  is  itself 
a  refutation  of  the  plea  and  his  letter  to  Lord  Clive  and  the  Select  Committee 
with  the  concurrent  testimonies  of  the  seals  and  Mahmud  Reza  Cawn4  together 
with  the  depositions  of  the  several  people  examined  on  this  matter  amount 
to  the  clearest  proofs  that  they  are  exacted  from  the  several  parties  as  the 
terms  of  the  protection  granted  them  and  lastly  we  shall  say  a  word  or  two  to 
what  those  gentlemen  vainly  imagine  makes  strong  in  their  defence  that  no 
interest  was  sacrificed  to  obtain  them. 

24.  The  Company  were  engaged  in  a  war  which  as  far  as  we  can  judge 
cost  them  from  ten  to  twelve  lacks  per  month,  for  which  the  Nabob  had  stipu- 
lated to  pay  no  more  than  five  lacks  per  month  and  even  that  fell  in  arrears ; 
the  Nabob  was  at  this  time  pressed  for  payment  of  the  remaining  thirty  lacks 
for  restitution  besides  other  unlawful  demands  on  him.    It  cannot  surely  be 
pleaded  that  under  these  circumstances  of  the  Soubah  and  the  Company  no 
interest  of  the   Company   was   sacrificed  to    obtain    them.    We    think   these 
gentlemen  sacrificed  their  own  honor,  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  Company 
and  of  the  nation. 

25.  We  are  sorry  to  see  some  of  the  gentlemen  have  thought  fit  to  justify 
their  breach  of  trust  by  a  breach  of  orders,  in  pleading  the  covenants  were 
not  executed,  therefore  not  obligatory.    But  so  totally  do  we  differ  from  them 

7  O  *  * 

that  we  think  them  not  only  guilty  of  a  breach  of  those  particular  covenants, 
but  also  of  the  general  covenants  which  were  entered  into  before  these  last 
were  found  so  necessary. 

^ 

26.  The  cavils  and  opposition  of  several  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
to  the  powers  and  conduct  of  you  our  Select  Committee,  appear  most  evidently 
to  have  been  calculated  to  screen  and  obstruct  the  enquiry  Into  and  detection 
of  their  misbehaviour,  but  we  are  satisfied  you  have  had  the  real  interest  of 
the  Company  constantly  In  your  view,  in  all  your  researches  into  the  general 
corruption  and  rapacity  of  our  servants  with  the  spirit  and  disinterestedness 
which  do  you  honor  and  merit  our  approbation. 

27.  We  are  sensible  that  the  security  of  our  valuable  possessions  will 
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depend  upon  the  keeping  up  our  military  establishment,  in  the  most  effectual 
manner,  and  you  will  observe  how  attentive  we  have  been  to  this  important 
object  by  the  number  of  recruits  sent  out  by  the  ships  of  the  last  and  present 
season.  The  great  mortality  which  we  have  too  sensibly  felt  in  ships  which 
go  from  hence  late,  deters  us  from  attempting  to  make  any  addition  to  those 
sent  you  this  season  but  you  may  depend  upon  your  recommendation  for 
having  a  sufficient  supply  by  the  ships  of  next  season  especially  by  the  early 
ones. 

28.  It  is  with  real  pleasure  we  observe  the  good  effects  of  regimenting 
our  troops  by  a  begining  of  discipline,  subordination  and  economy  which  we 
make  no  doubt  you  will  keep  up  by  every  prudent  measure  that  can  conduce 
thereto,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  vou  have  succeeded  in  your  endeavors  for 
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reducing  our  heavy  military  expences  and  in  particular  for  striking  off  half 
the  double  batta,  to  put  the  troops  upon  the  same  footing  as  at  Fort  St. 
George,  an  extravagant  expense  which  we  have  so  frequently  and  hitherto 
unsuccessfully  complained  of. 

29.  You  will   observe   for  these   two   seasons   past,   we   have   been   very 
attentive  to  the  sending  you  large  quantities  of  small  arms  and  we  shall  be 
particularly  careful  to  comply  with  your  recommendations  on  this  head  by 
the  ships  of  the  following  season,  and  shall  have  a  due  regard  to  what  you 
mention  with  respect  to  the  quality.    We  shall  endeavour  at  the  same  time 
to  send  you  three  or  four  persons,  well  versed  in  the  iron  foundry  business  as 
we  are  of  opinion  they  will  be  of  great  use  in  the  casting  of  shot  and  shells 
and  other  services  of  that  kind. 

30.  With    respect    to    the    illicit    importation    of    small    arms    by    the 
commanders  of  our  ships  and  others,  a  practice  so  pernicious  and  detrimental 
to  the  Company,  you  will  observe  through  the  whole  tenour  of  our  proceedings 
as  mentioned  in  our  several  letters  of  this  season,  what  pains  we  have  taken 
not  only  to  prevent  illicit  trade  in  general  but  this  in  particular  ;  it  will  there- 
fore rest  with  vou  and  the  Council,  bv  effectually  carrying  our  orders  into 
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execution,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  liberties  which  have  been  so  unwarrantably 
taken  and  which  we  are  determined  to  suppress  by  the  most  rigorous  and 
exemplary  punishment  of  the  offenders. 

31.  We  have  in  all  our  letters  from  the  first  knowledge  we  had  of  our 
servants  being   engaged  in  the  inland  trade   strongly   discountenanced   and 
forbad  it.    We  have  always  treated  it  as  a  breach  of  our  orders,  a  violation 
of  the  phirmaund  and  in  a  great  measure  the  cause  of  the  late  wars.     The 
amazing  sums  demanded  for  restitution  in  respect  of  losses  sustained  in  this 
trade  have  opened  our  eyes  to  the  vast  extent  to  which  it  has  been  carried, 
the  oppressions  of  the  unhappy  natives  that  have  attended  the  carrying  it 
on  and  which  have  pervaded  all  parts  of  the  Nabobs  dominions,  have  convinced 
us  that  a  monopoly  of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  any  hands  whatever,  more 
especially  in  the  hands  of  the  English  who  are  possessed  of  such  an  overruling 
influence,  is  liable  to  the  greatest  abuses. 

32.  Much  has  been  urged  by  our  servants  at  different  times  in  favor  of 
the  right  to  this  trade  which  we  Have  always  treated  as  a  most  absurd  claim. 
The  words  of  the  phirmaund  are  "Whatever  goods  the  English  Company  shall 
bring  or  carry  etc.  are  duty  free'"". 
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33.  To  suppose  that  the  Court  of  Delhi  could  mean  bv  these  \\ords  a 
monopoly  of  the  necessaries  of  life  over  their  own  subjects  is  such  an 
absurdity  that  we  shall  not  lose  time  or  words  in  trvine  to  refute  it.  Such  a 
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construction  seems  never  to  have  been  thought  of  till  the  vear  1762,    We  do 
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not  find  that  Lord  Clive  or  the  gentlemen  who  conducted  our  affairs  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  with  Aiir  Jaffier  in  1757,  conceived  tliev  had  acquired  by  those 
treaties  any  one  additional  priviledge  of  trade.  We  had  indeed  in  the  year 

1762  some  private  intimations  of  our  servants  being  engaged  in  such  a  trade 
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which  we  took  notice  of  in  our  letter  of  the  19th  Februarv  1762,  to  which  no 

.* 

reply  was  made,  but  there  appeared  nothing  of  it  in  our  records  till  a  letter 
from  the  Nabob  Cossim  Ali  in  Consultation  18th  October  1762  wherein  he 
complains  of  the  conduct  of  the  Company's  servants  at  Dacca  in  forcing  the 
country  merchants  to  take  tobacco  and  other  things  above  the  market  price, 
Soon  after,  the  debates  on  the  Mongheer  treaty5  explain  to  us  that  the  English 

had  been   concerned  in  this  trade  for  some  vears   and   indeed   three  Years 
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possession  had  taught  them  to  look  on  it  as  a  matter  of  right  and  vindicate  as 
such  in  their  negotiations  with  Cossim  Ali  Cawn. 

34.  As  soon  as  it  came  to  our  knowledge,  we  strictly  forbad  it  under 
date  the  18th  Februarv  1764  which  our  Governor  and  Council  took  into  con- 
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sideration  the  17th  October  though  they  presumed  at  the  same  time  to  carry 
it  011  in  defiance  of  those  orders. 

35.  You    now   desire    our    concurrence  in  it   for  the    advantage    of    the 
Company  and  of  the  Company's  servants. 

36.  With  respect  to  the  Company,  it  is  neither  consistent  with  their  honor 
nor  their  dignity,    to    promote    such  an    exclusive    trade  as  it    is  now    more 
immediately  our  interest  and  duty  to  protect  and  cherish  the  inhabitants  and 
to   give   them   no  occasion  to   look   on  every  Englishman   as   their  national 
enemy,  a  sentiment  we  think  such  a  monopoly  would  necessarily  suggest.    We 
cannot  therefore  approve  the  plan  you  have  sent  us  for  trading  in  salt,  beetle 
nut,  and  tobacco  or  admit  of  this  trade  in  any  shape  whatever  and  do  hereby 
confirm  our  former  orders  for  its  entire  abolition  and  we  must  here  observe 
to  you  that  we  continue  in  the  same  opinion  which  you  find  expressed  in  our 
letters  of  the  24th  December  and  19th  February  last  that  every  one  concerned 
in  this  trade  even  before  receipt  of  our  letter  1st  June  1769  [1764]  has  been  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  his  covenants. 

37.  The    opinions    of    the   first    lawyers    in    this   kingdom    confirm    our 
sentiments  and  whenever  we  receive  the  list  of  the  claims  for  restitution,  we 
shall  then  with  precision  know  whom  we  are  to  call  to  account  for  these  illicit 
practices  ;  we  are  fully  sensible  that  these  innovations  and  illegal  traffic  laid 
the  foundation  of  all  the  bloodshed,  massacres  and  confusion   which  have 
happened  of  late  years,  we  cannot    suffer   ourselves   to    indulge   a   thought 
towards  the  continuance  of  them  upon  any  conditions  whatsoever,  no  regula- 
tions can  in  our  opinions  be  formed  that  can  be  effectual  to  prevent  the  like 
consequences  which  we  have  seen.    We  consider  it  too   as  disgraceful   and 
below  the  dignity  of  our  present  situation  to  allow  of  such  a  monopoly  and 
were  we  to  allow  of  it  under  any  restrictions,  we  should  consider  ourselves  as 
assenting  and  subscribing  to  all  the  mischiefs  which  Bengal  has  presented 
to  us  for  these  four  years  past.    At  the  same  time,  we  don't  mean  that  the 
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ancient  duties  upon  these  commodities  which  constitute  part  of  the  revenue 
of  Bengal  should  be  abolished  but  we  leave  the  adjustment  of  those  duties 
to  your  judgment  and  consideration  and  here  we  must  enjoin  you  to  have 
particular  regard  and  attention  to  the  good  of  the  natives  whose  interest  and 
welfare  are  now  become  our  primary  care  and  we  earnestly  recommend  it  to 
you  that  you  take  the  most  effectual  methods  to  prevent  these  great  necessaries 
of  life  from  being  monopolized  by  the  rich  and  great  amongst  themselves 
and  by  that  means  the  poor  and  indigent  becoming  liable  to  those  grievances 
and  exactions  which  we  mean  to  prevent  our  own  people  from,  being  guilty  of. 

38.  With  respect  to  the  advantages  of  the  Company's  servants,  we  would 
have  gentlemen  look  back  to  any  period  before  the  capture  of  Calcutta  and 
turn  their  attention  to  our  other  settlements ;  they  will  then  find  our  service 
never  did,  nor  ever  wras,  meant  to  afford  sudden  affluence  or  immense  fortune 
to  every  man  employed  therein.    A  moderate  independance  was  the  reward 
of  many  years  service,  succession  was  slow  and  the  rank  of  counsellor  was 
rarely  attained  before  the  age  of  thirty  but  donations  first  and  then  this 
inland  trade  shortened  the  path  to  riches.    Donations  became  the  reserved 
motives    for    revolutions    in    the    government,    and    the    monopolies    of    the 
necessaries  of  life  were  founded  on  its  ruin.    We  do  not  mean  by  this  to  bring 
back  the  state  of  our  service  precisely  to  its  former  limits.     We  are  very  sensible 
that  more  important  objects  now  pass  under  the  consideration  of  our  senior 
servants  which  require  a  greater  exertion  of  their  abilities  but  then  we  would 
have  the  advantages  confined  to  the  higher  class  of  our  servants.    We  would 
have  them  the  reward  of  long  and  faithful  services.    If  our  younger  servants 
obtain  an  earlier  independency,  they  become  impatient  of  controul  and  we 
lose  the  benefit  of  their  services  when  their  riper  years  enable  them  to  be  the 
most  useful  to  us,  and  stations  of  the  highest  importance  fall  to  young  men 
who  have  neither  judgment  nor  experience  to  conduct  them. 

39.  We  are  willing  to  give  our  servants  all  the  reasonable  encouragement 
in  our  power  for  the  cheerful  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty :     but  as  at 
present  we  are  very  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  amount  of  our  revenues 
and  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  their  stability,  supposing  also  your  next 
advices  will  give  us  some  further  insight  therein  as  well  as  into  the  merit 
or  demerit  of  our  servants  and  considering  the  lateness  of  the  season,  confines 
us  to  so  short  a  time  to  prepare  for  this  dispatch,  we  cannot  possibly  in  such  a 
hurry  form  a  plan  for  the  encouragement  of  our  servants  but  must  defer  the 
same  until  the  next  dispatch  which  we  intend  shall  be  very  early  in  the  season  ; 
in  the  meantime  you  may  rest  assured  we  shall  then  give  such  directions  which 
we  make  no  doubt  will    prove    satisfactory    both  to    our  civil  and    military 
servants. 

40.  As  we  have  a  high  sense  of  General  Carnac's  services,  we  shall  by  the 
same  dispatch  send  our  sentiments  and  directions  upon  the  King's  request  with 
regard  to  the  present  His  Majesty  intended  for  him,  it  being  an  affair  of  too 
much  importance  for  us  to  determine  upon  in  so  short  a  time  as  this  dispatch 
affords  us. 

41.  We   send   you   herewith   the   opinions    of   His    Majesty's   Attorney 
General  and  Solicitor  General,  and  also  of  our  Counsel  Mr.  Sayer,  respecting 
the  measures  to  be  taken  with  our  servants  in  Bengal  for  their  disobedience 
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to  the  resolution  of  the  General  Court  and  of  our  orders  in  consequence 
of  it. 

42.  As  much  depends  upon  the  practice  of  the  Mayor's  Court  at  Calcutta, 
we  can  only  recommend  it  to  you  to  carry  this  opinion  into  execution,  so  far 
as  the  usage  of  that  Court  will  admit,  and  we  leave  it  to  you  to  make  the 
representation  (recommended  in  the  opinion)  to  the  Nabob  and  Ms  ministers, 
of  the  detestation  in  which  we  hold  the  behaviour  of  our  servants  towards 
them,  in  respect  to  the  sums  of  money  which  were  either  presented  by  or 
extorted  from  them,  and  of  our  resolution  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice 
as  far  as  lies  in  our  power. 

43.  We  do  not  mean,  however,  to  circumscribe  ourselves  to  the  investiga- 
tion only  of  what  passed  upon  raising  the  present  Nabob  to  the  subahship,  we 
give  you  full  powers  and  require  from  you  that  you  will  fully  inquire  into  the 
abuses  and  extortions  practised  upon  the  revolution  when  Meer  Jaffler  was 
deposed  and  Cossim  Ali  Cawn  made  Nabob  of  Bengal  in  his  stead. 

44.  We  direct  you  to  enter  into  a  full  discussion  of  that  dark  affair  upon 
the  fullest  and  most  explicit  evidence  of  living  witnesses  which  you  are  now 
able  to  procure  and  that  you  will  transmit  their  depositions,  duly  authenticated 
together  with  your  own  observations  after  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
business  to  us  by  the  first  opportunity  in  order  that  we  may  give  to  the  Indian 
powers  a  further  testimony  of  our  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  the  ill  usage 
they  have  received  from  our  servants. 

ff 

45.  With  respect  to  the  legal  proceedings,  upon  the  present  occasion,  we 
shall  only  observe  as  regarding  Mr.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Johnstone  who  are  absent, 
that  whatever  effects  thev  have  in  our  custody  In  Beneal,  YOU  will  secure  and 
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detain,  and  as  one  of  those  gentlemen  is  already  here,  and  the  other  will  pro- 
bably soon  be  in  England,  we  shall  follow  the  directions  of  our  council  in  the 
prosecutions  against  them  in  His  Majesty's  courts  here  ;  but  we  hope  and 
expect  that  you  will  furnish  us  with  all  such  further  material  evidence  as  you 
have  been  able  to  collect,  concerning  their  behaviour  In  these  matters  since 
vour  last  advices. 
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46.  In  these  prosecutions  we  depend  on  that  justice  from  the  Mayor's 
Court  which  the  nature  of  our  cause  deserves  ;  the  fullest  evidence  must  be 
laid  before  them  to  prove  the  facts  with  which  the  defendants  will  be  charged 
and  though  we  hope  effectual  decrees  may  be  obtained  in  that  court,  yet 
should  it  prove  otherwise,  we  desire,  If  the  ultimate  decisions  should  come 
to  His  Majesty  by  appeal,  the  evidence  will  be  as  circumstantial  and  complete 
in  support  of  our  case,  both  on  principles  of  lawT  and  equity,  as  the  nature 
of  the  different  cases  will  admit  off  [sic],  and  in  order  to  this  all  collateral 
evidence  though  perhaps  only  circumstantial  to  the  fact  to  be  proved,  we 
desire  may  not  be  disregarded  or  omitted. 

47.  The  former  covenants  being  the  same  in  all  respects  as  have  been 
for  a  course  of  years  executed  by  our  civil  servants,  reference  to  any  one  of 
them  is  sufficient  in  order  to  set  forth  the  substance  of  them  in  the  legal 
proceedings,  but  wre  shall  send  you  herewith  authentic  copies  of  such  of  them 
as  wre  find  executed  here  by  any  of  our  servants,  wiio  may  be  made  defendants 
to  these  suits. 
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48.  You  will  observe  bv  the  General  Letter  to  the  President  and  Council 

J 

accompanying  this  the  very  ample  powers  we  have  entrusted  you  with  for 
preserving  peace,  tranquility,  discipline,  harmony,  good  order,  and  subordina- 
tion in  Bengal,  powers  which  we  doubt  not  YOU  \\ill  make  use  of  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  in  all  circumstances  be  most  for  the  Company's  interest  as  well 
as  reflect  honor  upon  yourselves. 

qt.  [sic]  Genera!  Concluding  Para. 

49.  For   these  two  seasons  past  we  have  taken  up  and  observed   upon 
so  many  material  points  and  given  such  directions  even  to  the  anticipation 
of  much  of  what  is  contained  in  the  advices  received  per  the  Admiral  Steevens 
that  instead  of  entering  into  any  further  discussions  uhich  the  short  time 
limited  for  this  dispatch  will  not  admit  of,  we  refer  to  as  rules  of  conduct  for 

the  Select  Committee,  the  President  and  Council  and  whomsoever  else  it  may 

j 

concern. 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
Geo.  Dudley  /  Titos.  Rous  /  John 
Stephenson/Chas.  Cutts/Heny.  Savage/ 
Christ.  Baron  /  Fredk.  Pigou  /  F.  W. 
Barring  ton  /  Edwd.  Whcler  /  Luke 
Scrafton  /  E.  H.  Cruttenden  /  Charles 
Chambers  /  J.  Pardoe  /  Jos.  DuPre  / 
Thos.  Saunders  /  Geo.  Cuming  /  John 

London,  Harrison  /  J.    Purling  /  John    Roberts  / 

17th  May  1766.  Peter  DuCane  Junr.  /George  Womb  well/ 

[Per  Mercury  and  overland]  Rob.  Jones. 


Memo. 

Triplicate  of  this  letter  was  signed  by  the  following  gentlemen  the  22nd 
May  1766  to  be  sent  overland. 

<• 

Geo.  Dudley  /  Thos.  Rous  /  Rob.  Jones  / 
Fredk.     Pigou  /  Luke     Scrafton  /  John 
•Stephenson    /    E.      H.      Cruttenden    / 
Charles  Chambers  /  J.  Pardoe  /  Christr. 
Baron  /  George  Cuming  /  Chas.  Cutts  / 
Jos.  DuPre    /    Jno.   Harrison    /    Geo. 
Wombwell    /    J.       Creswicke    /    Jno. 
Roberts  /  Edwd.    Wheler  /  Thos.    Saun- 
ders /  Heny,  Savage. 
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LETTER  DATED  17  MAY  1766 

Thank  Clive  for  his  services — condemn  impolitic  war  with  Shujaud-Daidah 
and  corruption  among  servants — monopoly  of  inland  trade  to  be  avoided — 
request  Clive  to  continue  for  another  year  in  India. 

Mv  Lord, 

t> 

1.  We  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  30th  September  last 
which  with  the  letter  from  the  Select  Committee  and  their  proceedings  have 
given  us  a  clear  view  of  the  state  in  which  your  Lordship  found  our  affairs  on 
your  arrival,  and  the  state  in  which  they  were,  at  the  time  of  the  said  advices. 

2.  When  we  consider  the  penetration  with  which  your  Lordship  at  once 
discerned  our   true  interest  in  every  branch,   the   rapiditv   with  which  von 
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restored  peace,  order  and  tranquillity,  and  the  unbiassed  integrity  that  has 
governed  all  your  actions,  we  must  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  being  the 
happy  instrument  of  such  extensive  blessings  to  those  countries.  And  you  have 
our  slncerest  thanks  for  the  great  and  important  advantages  thereby  obtained 
for  the  Company. 

3.  We  have  the  strongest  sense  of  the  deplorable  state  to  which  our  affairs 

were  on  the  point  of  being  reduced  from  the  corruption  and  rapacity  of  our 
servants,  and  the  universal  depravity  of  manners  throughout  the  settlement, 
we  agree  entirely  with  your  Lordship  that  the  train  our  affairs  were  then 
in  would  in  a  very  few  months  have  brought  us  to  a  most  dangerous  situation. 

4.  The  war  in  which  We  were  so  impolitically  engaged  against  Souja 
Dowla,  was  carrying  on  at  such  an  immense  loss  to  the  Company,  as  would 
in  a  short  space  have  sunk  a  great  part  of  our  capital  and  the  funds  that  ought 
to  have  been  destined  to  the  support  of  that  war,  were  perverted  to  the  baneful 
purpose  of  corrupting  our  servants.    Nor  was  this  the  only  fatal  consequence 
of  this  war:  ruin  to  the  Company  might  have  sprung  even  from  our  success, 
for  either  the  King  unable  to  maintain  himself  would  have  been  drove  back 
on  the  Bengal  provinces  or  if  he  had  been  successful  through  our  assistance  the 
venality  or  ambition  of  our  servants  might  have  urged  them  on  to  have 
marched   our   forces    with   him    to    Delhi.    Your   Lordship    and    the   Select 
Committee  have  happily  relieved  us  from  these  apprehensions  and  put  a  period 
to  the  war   and  all  such  wild  projects  by  restoring  Soujah  Dowla   to  his 
dominions. 

5.  Your  Lordship  'justly  observes  our  danger  from  within  was  yet  greater 
than  that  from  without.    The  general  relaxation  of  all  discipline  and  obedience 
of  both  military  and  civil  [sic]  was  hastily  tending  to  a  dissolution  of  all  govern- 
ment.   The  quick  progress  of  private  fortunes  was  big  with  very  alarming 
consequences,  which  we  do  not  dwell  on,  as  you  have  expressed  yourself  so  fully 
sensible  of  them.    We  hold  the  means  by  which  they  were  obtained  in  every 
sense  unlawful. 

6.  Our  letter  to  the  Select  Committee  expresses  our  sentiments  of  what 
has  been  obtained  by  way  of  donations  ;  and  to  that  we  must  add,  that  we 
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think  the  vast  fortunes  acquired  in  the  inland  trade  have  been  obtained  by 
Vol.  IV— 13 
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a  scene  of  the  most  tyrannic  and  oppressive  conduct  that  ever  was  known 
In  any  age  or  country.  We  have  been  uniform  in  our  sentiments  and  orders  on 
this  subject  from  the  first  knowledge  we  had  of  it  and  your  Lordship  will  not 
therefore  wonder  that  after  the  fatal  experience  we  have  had  of  the  violent 
abuses  committed  in  this  trade  that  we  could  not  be  brought  to  approve  it 
even  in  the  limited  and  regulated  manner  with  which  it  comes  to  us  in  the 
plan  laid  down  in  the  Committee's  proceedings.  We  agree  in  opinion  with  your 
Lordship  on  the  propriety  of  holding  out  such  advantages  to  our  chief 
servants,  civil  and  military,  as  may  open  to  them  the  means  of  honorably 
acquiring  a  competancy  in  our  service  but  the  difficulty  of  the  subject  and  the 
short  time  we  have  at  present  to  consider  of  it  have  obliged  us  to  defer  giving 
our  sentiments  and  directions  thereupon  until  the  next  dispatch. 

7.  For  the  same  reasons  your  Lordship  will  observe  by  our  letter  to  the 
Select  Committee  that  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  postponing  the  considera- 
tion of  the  present  intended  for  General  Carnac1  by  the  King  but  by  the  next 
dispatch  your  Lordship  may  be  assured,  we  shall  have  a  due  regard  therein 
to  your  Lordship's  recommendations  and  his  particular  merit. 

8.  As  the  Inland  trade  has  been  abolished  principally  with  a  view  to  the 
encouragement  of  the  natives,  we  hope  your  Lordship  will  find  the  means  to 
prevent  its  becoming  a  monopoly  in  any  hands  but  more  particularly  in  the 
hands  of  any  powerful  native  from  whom  the  poor  might  suffer  those  very 
inconveniences  for  the  prevention  of  which  we  have  forbid  our  servants  to  trade 
in  it  and  have  relinquished  those  advantages  that  we  ourselves  might  make  by 
such  a  monopoly. 

9.  We  have  had  too  much  occasion  to  remark  the  tyrannic  and  oppressive 
conduct  of  all  European  agents  who  have  got  away  from  under  the  eye  of  the 
Presidency  and  we  wish  your  Lordship  would  make  it  an  object  of  your 
consideration  how  to  confine  the  said  Europeans  as  much  as  possible  to  the 
Presidency  and  to  those  subordinates  where  the  largeness  of  the  investment  may 
require  it  to  be  conducted  by  covenant  servants  preferable  to  gomastahs. 

10.  We  have  not  at  present  time  to  enter  into  the  thorough  examination 
of  what   your   Lordship   proposes   respecting   the   establishing   of  rank   and 
precedence  between  our  civil  and  military  servants.    In  our  letter  of  the  24th 
December,  we  determined  that  the  President  and  Council  might  delegate  then- 
authority  to  any  civil  servant  they  pleased,  and  every  military  officer  be  his 
rank  what  it  might,  should  pay  the  same  obedience  to  the  orders  of  such  civil 
servant  as  to  those  of  the  President  and  Council.    It  is  not  meant,  however, 
that  such  civil  servant  is  to  controul  the  military  officer  in  the  execution  of 
military  operations  which  is  his  proper  department. 

11.  We  have  the  most  perfect  sense  of  your  Lordship's  disinterestedness 
in  every  part  of  your  conduct  and  we  shall  not  fail  to  represent  this  to  the 
proprietors   and  shall  at  the  same  time  inform   them  of  the  many  great 
advantages  your  Lordship  has  obtained  for  this  Company  but  we  fear  my  Lord, 
past  experience  will  teach  them  as  it  does  us  that  the  permancy  [sic]  of  those 
advantages  will  depend  much  on  your  Lordships  continuing  in  India  till  you 
have  seen  the  regulations  firmly  established  for  the  conducting  these  important 
affairs,  another  year's  experience  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our  acquisitions 
might  fix  them  on  a  basis  that  would  give  hopes  they  may  be  as  lasting  as 
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they  are  great.  And  there  Is  no  doubt,  my  Lord,  but  the  general  voice  of 
the  Proprietors,  Indeed  we  may  say  of  every  man  who  wishes  well  to  his 
country,  will  be  to  join  in  our  request  that  your  Lordship  will  continue  another 

vear  in  India.     We  are  verv  sensible  of  the  sacrifice  we  ask  vour  Lordshio  to 

*"  '  JL 

make  in  desiring  vour  continuance  another  vear  In  Bengal  after  the  great 

O       -  ,OO 

services  you  have  rendered  the  Company  and  the  difficulties  you  have  passed 
through  in  accomplishing  them  under  circumstances  in  which  your  own 
example  has  been  the  principal  means  of  restraining  the  general  rapaclousness 
and  corruption  which  had  brought  our  affairs  so  near  the  brink  of  ruin.  These 
services,  mv  Lord,  deserve  more  than  verbal  acknowledgments  and  we  have 

*  o 

no  doubt  that  the  Proprietors  will  concur  with  us  in  opinion  that  some  solid 
and  permanent  retribution  adequate  to  your  great  merits  should  crown  your 
Lordship's  labours  and  success. 

We  are, 

Your  Lordship's  loving  friends, 
Edwd.  Wheler/Luke  Scrafton  /  E.  H. 
Cruttenden  /  Chas.  Chambers  /  J. 
Pardoe  /  Jos.  DuPre  /  Thos.  Saunders  / 
Chas.  Cutts  /  Heny.  Savage  /  Chrlstr. 
Baron  /  F.  W.  Barrlngton  /  John 
Harrison  /  J.  Purling  /  J.  Roberts  /  Peter 
Ducane  Jr.  /  Geo.  Wornbwell  /  Rob. 

*/         /  t 

London,  Jones  /  Geo.     Curning  /  Geo.     Dudley  / 

17th  May  1766.  Thos.  Rous  /  John  Stephenson  /Fredk. 

[Overland]  PIgou. 
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LETTER  DATED  23  MAY  1766 


To  the  Right  Hon'ble  Lord  Cllve  &c.  &c. 


My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

[1.]  I  have  it  in  command  from  the  Court  of  Directors  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  Mercury  snow  sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  20th  instant  and  as  she  had 
a  fine  outset,  it  is  hoped  she  will  reach  Bengal  agreeable  to  the  Courts  wishes 
that  the  very  material  dispatches  she  conveys  may  come  to  the  hands  of  Lord 
Clive  in  good  time,  but  least  any  accident  should  happen  to  the  Mercury, 
duplicates  of  the  several  letters  by  her  are  now  sent  you  overland  by  way  of 
Aleppo  and  Bussorah  to  be  forwarded  from  thence  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 

[2.]  The  Osterley  Captain  Fredk.  Vincent  which  sailed  from  the  Downes 
for  Bombay  on  the  17th  March  last  proving  very  leaky,  bore  into  Cadiz  to  refit 
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where  she  arrived  on  or  about  the  3rd  of  April  and  Captain  Vincent  advises  he 
should  be  ready  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  by  the  27th  or  28th  of  the  same 
month. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 
My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

East  India  House,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

London,  23rd  May  1766.  R.  J. 

[Overland]  Secretary. 
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LETTER  DATED  21  NOVEMBER  1766 

Shipping  news  —  illicit  trade  —  council  of  supercargoes  for  managing 
Company's  affairs  in  China  —  question  of  revival  of  investment  through  dadni 
merchants  —  faulty  construction  of  the  New  Fort  at  Calcutta  —  reaction  of  the 
Servants  at  Select  Committee's  sending  -for  -four  civilians  -for  assistance 
•from  Fort  St.  George  —  consideration  of  Indian  affairs  in  Parliament  — 
inconvenience  caused  by  remittances  by  Company's  servants  —  limits  prescribed 
for  the  amount  of  drafts  upon  the  Court  —  preference  in  grant  of  certi- 
ficates to  be  given  to  civil  and  military  servants  and  particularly  to  Clive  for  his 
jagir  —  fund  for  discharge  of  arrears  of  navy  claims. 


President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  your  Presidency  went  in  duplicate  by  the  Mercury 
snow  and  overland  under  date  of  the  17th  of  May  last,  a  triplicate  thereof 
is  enclosed  in  this  ship's  packet. 

2.  Since  the  date  of  that  letter,  your  General  Letter  of  the  29th  January  , 

'  *  j  j 

with  a  letter  from  your  Select  Committee  of  the  31st  January,  and  one  from 
Lord  Clive  of  the  1st  February  last  have  come  to  our  hand?  by  the  ship 
Grenville. 

3.  We  write  to  the  Select  Committee  by  this  conveyance  upon  several 
matters  of  general  importance  to  our  interests  at  your  Presidency,  the  orders 
and  instructions  contained  in  the  said  letter  are  to  be  obeyed  by  you  as  fully 
and  effectually  as  if  they  were  inserted  in  these  our  general  advices.     This, 
however,  is  not  at  all  to  lessen  or  abate  in  any  respect  the  powers  with  which 
we  have  invested  our  said  Committee. 

4.  We  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  since  our  last  advices, 
the  following  ships  have  safely  imported  vizt.,  the  Salisbury  and  Button  from 
China  on  the  10th  of  June,  the  Admiral  Pocock,  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Duke  of 
Richmond  from  that  place  the  14th  and  16th  of  the  same  month,  the  Talbot, 
Duke  of  Gloucester,  York,  Thames  and  Essex  also  from  China  the  7th,  10th, 
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14th,  15th  and  16th  July  and  the  Anker^vke  also  from  China  the  3rd  August, 
the  Grenvilh  from  Bengal  the  18th,  the  Hoi-sendon  and  Ro\a!  C^piain  from 
China  the  23rd  and  26th  August,  the  Kent  from  Bengal  the  13th,  the  True 

•  I*  <~  4_j 

Briton  from  Bombay  the  15th,  the  Gros-enor  from  China  and  Bencoolen  the 

16th  September,  the  Tilbury  from  China  the  8th,  the  Hard^icke  and 
Clive  from  Bombav  on  the  22nd  and  23rd  October,  and  the  Paciftck  from 

J  Bl 

Bengal  and  Fort  St.  George  on  the  18th  of  that  month  at  Corke. 


5. 


But  for  a  more  particular  account  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  our 
shipping,  you  are  referred  to  the  lists  we  now  send  as  usual. 

6.  We  acquainted  you  in  our  letter  of  the   17th  of  May  last  that  the 
Secret  Committee  for  the  current  year  are  George  Dudley  Esqr,,  Chairman  of 
the  Court,  Thomas  Rons  Esqr.,  Deputy  Chairman  with  Charles  Cutxs,  Robert 
Jones  and  Henry  Savage  Esquires  :  they  are  invested  with  the  usual  powers 
for  giving  such  directions  as  they  shall  see  fit  for  the  safetv  of  our  outward 
and  homeward  bound  ships,  such  orders  therefore  as  in  consequence  they  or 
any  three  of  them  shall  give  are  by  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  be 
addressed  to  meet  with  all  clue  obedience. 

7.  The  ship  Hector  being  now  on  her  departure,  we  embrace  this  first 
opportunity  of  acquainting  you  with  some  general  informations  and  directions 
and  making  the  necessary  observations  upon  your  advices  received  this  season, 
and 


First  of  shipping 

8.  We  have  this  season  taken  up  on  freight  the  undernamed  ships, 
those  for  China  at  twenty  shillings  a  ton  less  and  the  ships  for  all  other  parts 
at  twenty  shillings  a  ton  more  than  last  season.  The  terms  and  conditions 
in  other  respects  are  the  same  as  were  agreed  on  for  the  ships  taken  up  in 
1765.  The  ships  of  this  year  are  each  let  for  499  tons  and  carry  men  and  guns 
answerable  thereto  as  will  appear  by  the  respective  charterparties,  their  con- 
signments and  intended  times  of  departure  are  as  follow  vizt. 


Ships 


Commanders 


Consignments 

o 


Hector    ....      John  Williams   .     .      Coast  and  Bay  .     . 


Times    pro- 
posed for 

dispatch 

under  dis- 
patch 


Latham  ....  James  Moffatt     . 

Lord  Holland     .  Fasham  Nairne  . 

Northumberland  John   Mitford     . 

Earl   of  Middle- 
sex     ....  John  Hasell    .    . 


Madeira  and  Coast1 

and  China 
Canaries  and  Coast 

and  Bav 

* 

St.  Helena  and         > 
China 

•* 

St.  Helena  and 
Bencoolen 


end  of 
November 
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Ships 


Earl  of  Lincoln 
Houghton  .    . 
London  .    .    . 
Triton    .    .     . 


British  King  . 


Calcutta      .     .     . 

Norfolk       .  .  . 

Lord  CUve  .  .  . 
Vansittart 

Egmont      .  .  . 

o 

Northington  .     . 

o 

Admiral  Pocock 
Earl  of  Elgin 
Worcester  .    .    . 


Commanders 


Peter  Hardwicke 
William  Smith  . 
Thomas  Motley  .    , 
William  Elphin- 
stone   .... 
Richard    William- 
son      .... 


George  Thomson 


John  Sandys  .     .  . 

Barnaby  Bartlett  . 
Roger  Fish  Palmer 

Charles  Mears     .  . 

John  Sealy      .     .  . 

Thomas    Riddell  . 

Thomas  Cooke   .  . 

Richard  Hall  .     .  . 


Lord  Mansfield  .     Alexander  Macleod 


Bute 


Europa   .     .    . 


Patrick  Maitland    . 
Arthur  Morris    .     . 

Henry  Hinde  Pelly 
Benjamin  Hooke     . 


Consignments 


Coast  and  China 
do 
do 

do 

Bencoolen  and 
China 

«* 

Madeira  and  Coast 

and  Bay 

do  do 

China 

do 
Coast  and  Bay 

do 

do 

do 
Madeira  and 

Bombay 
Fort     St.      George, 

Bombay  and 

China 

do  do  and  Mocha 
Fort  St.  George  and 

Bombay 

do  do 

Bombay      .     .     .     . 


Tunes    pro- 
posed for 
dispatch 


middle  of 
December 


middle  of 
January 


end  of 
January 


f 


middle  of 
February 


beginning  of 
March 


9.    The  verv  large  indents  received  from  your  Presidency  for  all  kinds 

j  O  •>  .  - 

of  military  stores  have  laid  us  under  the  necessity  of  consigning  so  many 
ships  to  Coast  and  Bay  this  year  ;  and  the  ships  Admiral  Pocock  and  Earl  of 
Elgin  mentioned  in  the  beforegoing  list  were  taken  up  in  addition  to  the 
number  first  intended  merely  to  comply  with  your  pressing  demands. 

10.  You  will  observe  the  Hector's  consignment  is  for  Bengal,  we  have 
nevertheless  directed  Captain  Williams  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  ;  first  to  Fort 
St.  George,  to  deliver  the  packet  and  such  consignments  as  he  may  have  for 
that  Presidency,  and  that  they  may  there  disembark  such  of  the  military  as 
they  shall  have  occasion  for,  if  they  should  be  more  wanted  there  than  with 
you,  on  this  service.    We  have  directed  them  not  to  lose  a  moment's  time  and 

^"  

to  forward  the  Hector  with  all  speed  to  Fort  William. 

11.  The  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  are  charged  from  us,  that  if  it 
shall  appear  more  for  our  interest,  they  are  not  only  to  continue  the  destina- 
tion of  the  said  recruits  for  Bengal,  but  also  to  accompany  them  with  as  many 
more  as  may  be  necessary  from  their  garrison,  and  the  Hector  can  convey, 
this  is  also  to  be  performed  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
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12.  The   ships,  Lord  Mansfield  and  Bute,  mentioned   ill  the  preceding 
list  are  to  continue  in  India  till  early  in  the  year  1768,  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  and  Council  of  Bombay,  and  are  then  to  be  disoatched,  the 

^  JL 

Lord  Mansfield  for  China  with  a  cargo  proper  for  the  Canton  market,  and 
the  Bute  to  Mocha  with  a  cargo  sufficient  for  the  purchase  of  a  loading  of 
coffee,  both  ships  to  be  returned  home,  the  one  from  China  and  the  other 
from  Mocha. 

13.  As  we  shall  depend  upon  one  ship's  proceeding  from  Bombay  to  Mocha 
as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  in  case  therefore  the  Bute  shall  be 
prevented  by  unavoidable  and  unforeseen  accidents  from  performing  the  said 
voyages,  under  such  circumstances,  we  shall  give  directions  that  some  other 
ship  is  to  be  sent  in  her  room  ;  but  in  case  of  any  accident  happening  to  the 
Lord  Mansfield,  no  other  ship  is  to  be  sent  to  China  in  her  stead,  as  it  may 
be  the  means  of  distressing  our  Presidencies  for  shipping  to  bring  home  the 
large  investments  we  may  reasonably  expect  especially  from  Fort  St.  George 
and  Bengal ;  however,  if  that  should  not  be  the  case  and  rather  than  any  ship 
should  lay  unemployed,  another  ship  is  to  be  sent  from  Bombay  to  China  in 
lieu  of  the  Lord  Mansfield. 

14.  You  will  observe  by  the  foregoing  destination  of  our  shipping  that 
the  Lord  Mansfield,  Bute,  Europa,  and  new  ship.  Captain  Morris,  are  ordered 
to  call  first  at  Fort  St.  George,  which  is  with  no  other  design  than  to  assist 
in  carrying  out  the  military  recruits  intended  for  the  service  of  our  Fort  St. 
George  and  Fort  William  Presidencies.    When  thev  are  landed  therefore  at 

O  j 

Fort  St.  George,  we  give  orders  to  the  President  and  Council  there  to  forward 
the  said  ships  immediately  to  Bombay. 

15.  It  has  been  our  constant  recommendation  for  our  several  Presidencies 
mutually  to  concert  the  necessary  plans  for  the  returning  the  several  ships 
intended  to  be  laden  home  the  same  season  of  their  arrival  in  India  ;  this 
will  be  materially  necessary  at  this  time,  as  there  is  great  reason  to  believe 
that  even  the  eight  Coast  and  Bay  ships  mentioned  in  the  list  of  destination 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  bring  home  those  investments.     If  that  shall  be  the 
case,  you  will  take  care  in  time  to  settle  measures  with  the  Presidency  of 
Bombay  for  having  one  or  two  of  the  ships  destined  thither  this  season  for 
that  service  as  the  cargoes  of  the  Coast  and  Bay  ships  are  much  more  valuable 
and  consequently  more  interesting  to  the  Company  than  those  from  Bombay 
can  possibly  be. 

16.  However,  as  before  observed  the  four  Bombay  ships  which  are  to  call 
first  at  Fort  St.  George  are  to  be  forwarded  thither  as  directed,  and  if  the 
President  and  Council  there  are  informed  the  Presidency  at  Bombay  is  in  real 
want  of  troops,  they  are  to  send  such  a  supply  by  the  said  ships  as  may  be 
necessary  and  order  them  to  be  landed  at  Tellicherry  or  elsewiiere  on  the 
Mallabar  Coast  where  they  may  be  most  wranted. 

17.  If  one  of  the  Bombay  ships  is  to  assist  in  bringing  home  the  Fort 
St.  George  or  Bengal  investment,  the  preference  is  to  be  given  to  the  new 
ship,  Captain  Morris,  and  we  give  our  orders  to  the  President  and  Council  at 
Bombay  to  send  her  accordingly,  which  we  hope  will  be  in  time  for  a  proportion 
of  the  Fort  St.  George  investment  and  they  and  you  are  to  concert  the  necessary 
measures  accordingly. 
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18.  In  general,  as  you  well  know  the  importance  of  the  early  arrival  of 
our  ships  In  England  from  the  several  parts  of  India,  we  recommend  every 
practicable  measure  to  be  pursued  for  effecting  the  same. 

19.  Having  now  modelled  the  Instructions  to  the  commanders  of  the  ships 
in  our  service,  you  will  receive  herewith  copies  thereof  for  your  information, 
that  care  may  be  taken  so  far  as  depends  upon  you  that  they  pay  due  obedience 
thereto. 

20.  The  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  having  represented  to 
us  that  the  long  stay  and  disembarking  the  recruits  from  our  outward  bound 
ships  at  Joanna1  has  been  very  prejudicial  to  their  healths,  and  that  the  shipping 
which  have  only  stopped  there  for  a  short  time   proved  very  healthy  ;   the 
captains  have  it  recommended  to  them  to  put  in  the  Cape  for  refreshments 
in  preference  to  all  other  places,  if  the  season  will  admit  of  it,  and  are  enjoined 
to  avoid  Joanna  ;  but  on  being  indispensibly  obliged  to  stop  there,  they  are 
required  to  remain  no  longer  than  shall  be  absolutely  necessary  for  taking 
in  wood,  water  and  provisions,  and  on  no  account  to  land  any  of  the  men, 
if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided,  yet  if  the  disembarking  them  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with,  the  commanders  are  positively  charged  not  to  surfer  them  to  lay 
ashore  at  night,  that  prejudice  and  danger  to  the  healths  of  the  recruits  may 
be  prevented.    We  give  you  this  information  that  if  any  of  the  ships  for  your 
Presidency  touch  at  Joanna,  you  are  to  call  upon  the  captains  for  their  reasons, 
and  advise  us  of  the  result  of  your  enquiry, 

21.  It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  we  have  occasion  to  resume  the  subject 
of  illicit  outward  bound  trade,  and  considering  the  measures  we  had  taken  to 
prevent  the  same  for  the  future,  we  hoped  a  stop  would  have  been  put  to  such 
pernicious  practices:   but  contrary  to  our  expectations,  we  have  received  an 
information  upon  the  oaths  of  two  officers  belonging  to  a  vessel  called  the 
New  Success,  whereof,  Robert  Hay  was  commander,  that  whilst  she  lay  in 
the  river  Thames,  the  following  goods  were  received  aboard,  vizt.,  about  two 
hundred  bundles  of  steel  weighing  about  one  hundred  weight  each,  ninety  cases 
of  copper  of  about  one  hundred  weight  each,  about  thirty  five  casks  contain- 
ing shot,  each  of  which  casks  weighed  about  five  hundred  weight,  about  seventy 
five  chests  of  small  arms  and  several  thousand  bars  of  iron  of  different  lengths. 
That  the  said  vessel  with  the  said  goods  on  board  set  sail  from  the  port  of 
London  and  proceeded  down  the  English  Channel,  that  she  did  not  make  the 
best  of  her  way,  but  steered  different  courses,  and  it  appeared  to  the  deponents 
that  Captain  Hay  was  endeavouring  to  discover  and  make  up  to  some  ship, 
but  not  meeting  therewith  the  said  vessel,  proceeded  directly  to  St.  Vincent, 
one  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  and  came  to  an  anchor  there  on  or  about 
the  20th  April  last  near  to  the  Nottingham,  Captain  Howe  commander,  which 
arrived  a  few  days  before.    That  the  said  snow  was  hauled  close  along  side 
the  Nottingham,  and  on  or  about  the  21st,  22nd  and  23rd  days  of  the  said 
month,  all  the  beforementioned  steel,  copper,  shot  and  small  arms  together 
with  about  six  thousand  bars  of  the  said  iron  were  taken  out  of  the  said  vessel, 
New  Success,  and  directly  put  on  board  the  Nottingham  by  orders  from 
Mr.  Paul,  the  chief  mate,    The  said  deponents  further  say  that  when  they  were 
on  board  the  Nottingham,  they  were  informed  by  several  of  the  company,  that 
whilst  she  was  near  the  island  of  Palm,  one  of  the  Canary  Islands,  about  220 
cannon  were  put  on  board  her  from  a  vessel  called  the  William,  commanded 
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by  Captain  Gill,  which  information  from  many  circumstances  tliev  vrere 
acquainted  with  of  their  own  knowledge  when  the  last  mentioned  vessel  was 
in  the  river,  they  believe  to  be  true. 

•> 

22.  The  said  information  is  so  circumstantial  that  we  cannot  have  the 
least  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  whole.    We  therefore  positively  direct,  if  the 
Nottingham   shall  at  any  time   after  the  receipt   of  this   letter  be    at    your 
Presidency,  that  you  make  the  strictest  enquiry  in  the  manner  directed  in 
our  letters  of  last  season  into  every  circumstance  of  the  said  illicit  trade.    And 
here  we  must  observe  that  we  think  it  almost  impossible  that  such,  quantities 
of  goods  could  be  landed  at  any  of  our  Presidencies  or  any  other  place  or 
places  from  any  ship  or  ships  on  which  they  may  have  been  transhipped 
without  their  having  some  intimation  or  knowledge  thereof.     We  have  reason 
therefore  to  expect  our  servants  at  Bombay  have  taken  up  this  matter  in  the 
proper  manner  even  before  our  orders  come  to  hand,  but  least  that  should  not 
have  been  done  and  the  Nottingham  is  at  Bengral,  vou  are  immediatelv  to 

O  O  •<  j 

proceed  as  above  directed ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  you  upon  the  strictest 
enquiry  as  directed  in  our  former  orders,  with  this  addition,  of  examining 
the  mates  upon  oath  that  any  of  the  said  illicit  goods  are  actually  on  board 
or  have  been  on  board  and  delivered  before  her  arrival  at  your  port,  it  is 
our  express  and  positive  order  and  upon  no  pretence  or  consideration  whatso- 
ever to  be  dispensed  with,  that  you  forthwith  dismiss  Captain  Howe  from  the 
command  of  the  Nottingham  and  send  him  to  England  bv  the  first  covevance 

O  O  „  j 

that  offers,  except  the  said  ship,  and  appoint  his  chief  officer,  captain  in  his 
stead,  if  there  is  no  objection  to  him.  as  we  are  thoroughly  satisfied,  Captaii? 
Howe  must  either  be  actually  concerned  in  the  said  goods,  or  that  he  knowing- 

*  v-J  C* 

ly  received  or  permitted  them  to  be  received  on  board,  or  both,  which  we  look 
upon  in  the  same  aggravating  light. 

23.  We  have  appointed  the  gentlemen  following,  to  be  our  council  of 
supra  cargoes  for  managing  the  affairs  of  the  Company  in  China  the  ensuing 
season,   vizt.,   Messrs.   Thomas   Fitzhugh,   Henry   Reveil,   Stephen   Devisme, 
Benjamin  Torin,  Mann  Horner,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Thomas,  William 
Rous,  Thomas  Be  van,  William  Harrison,  Matthew  Raper  Junior  and  John 
Bradby  Blake.    We  have  also  chosen  Messrs.  William  Henry  Pigou  and  George 
Rogers,  writers  to  our  council  in  China  for  five  years. 

24.  Messrs.  Homer,  Thomas,  Harrison,  Raper  and  Blake  with  the  two 
writers  take  their  passage  on  the  two  ships  bound  directly  to  China. 

25.  The  ships  which  are  to  be  under  the  direction  and  management  of 
the  said  council  are,  the  Osterley  or  any  other  ship  which  shall  be  sent  from 
Bombay  to  Canton  in  her  stead  in  the  year  1767  and  all  such  as  shall  in  the 
course  of  that  year  arrive  there  from  the  Company's  settlements  in  India, 
destitute  of  supra  cargoes  customarily  called  casual  ships  (if  any  such  there 
shall  be),  also  the  Northumberland  bound  first  to  St.  Helena  and  from  thence  to 
Canton ;  the  Latham  bound  to  Madeira   and  Fort  St.   George   and  thence 
to  Canton  ;  the  Houghton,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  London  and  Triton  bound  to  Fort 
St.  George  and  thence  to  Canton  ;  the  British  King  bound  first  to  Bencoolen 
and  thence  to  Canton,  and  the  Lord  Clive  and  Vansittart  consigned  directly  to 
Canton. 

26.  Messrs.   Henry  Reveil,   Stephen   Devisme,  Benjamin   Torin,   Mann 
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Homer,  William  Rous,  Thomas  Bevan  and  William  Harrison  are  appointed 
our  resident  supra  cargoes  at  Canton  for  the  year  1768,  they  are  directed  as 
usual  to  conduct  and  take  care  of  the  Company's  affairs  upon  the  departure  of 
such  of  the  beforementioned  council  as  are  to  leave  China  in  the  season  of  the 
year  1767,  and  before  the  arrival  of  those  supra  cargoes,  we  shall  appoint 
members  for  the  succeeding  council. 

27.  We  this  year  forbid  our  China  ships  calling  at  Batavia  outward  bound, 
except  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  and  you  are  to  signify  the  same  to  the 
commander  of  any  casual  ship  which  may  be  dispatched  from  your  Presidency 
to  Canton,  if  any  such  shall  happen  to  be  sent. 

28.  The  supra  cargoes  we   have  appointed  for  purchasing  a   cargo   of 
coifee  at  Mocha  for  the  ship  Bute  which  is  to  proceed  thither  from  Bombay 
as  beforementioned  in  the  year   1768,  are  one  of  the  Company's  covenanted 
servants  from  Bombay,  Mr.  Edward  Ironside,  and  Captain  Patrick  Maitland. 

29.  It  gives   us  great  pleasure  to  observe  you  have  found  firs   up   the 
country,  which  the  Master  Attendant  reports  are  proper  for  masts  and  yards  if 

they  will  stand  the  climate.    We  hope  to  find  upon  trial 

9th  °S^Dl4  Oct          t^ie)r  have  done  so>  as  it  will  m  such  case  be  a  very  important 

discovery,  and  save  the  Company  a  great  expence,  which 
they  are  now  put  to  in  tonnage  for  those  articles,  and  will  enable  them  much 
better  to  accommodate  the  troops  sent  to  India. 

30.  We  remarked  in  our  letter  of  the  17th  May  last  upon  the  very  great 
expence  of  the  purchase  and  fitting  out  the  Admiral  Steevens  packet ;  and  we 
have  been  since  confirmed  in  those  sentiments,  by  finding  that  upon  putting 
her  up  to  sale,  she  would  yield  but  nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  with  all 
her  stores,  excepting  guns  and  kintlage. 

31.  We  are  pleased  to  find  you  have  adjusted  the  Company's  demand 
on  the  owners  of  the  Solebay  with  the  commander.    It  was  certainly  the  inten- 
tion of  the  agreement  that  the  owners  should  account  with  the  Company  for 
the  money  advanced  them  in  England,  and  as  the  Beckenham  was  under  the 
same  circumstances,  we  hope  to  hear  you  have  done  the  like  with  respect  to  her. 

32.  In  our  letter  of  the  19th  February  last,  we  strongly  urged  the  necessity 
of  dispatching  home  your  ships  as  early  as  possible  to  prevent  the  risk  and 
other  evils  which  have  frequently  attended  the  keeping  them  too  late  in  your 
River  and  of  which  the  Bute  last  season  was  a  striking  instance.    We  are  now 
confirmed  in  the  necessity  of  those  injunctions,  by  the  non  arrival  of  the 
Ponsborne  and  Admiral  Watson  with  us  ;  we  therefore  positively  direct  you 
to  pay  the  strictest  attention  to  this  important  point,  by  giving  the  earliest 
dispatch  to  all  the  ships  under  your  direction  you  possibly  can,  that  we  may  have 
no  occasion  to  animadvert  upon  your  measures  in  this  respect  for  the  future. 

33.  We  observe  you  recommend  to  our  notice  Mr.  Dean,  the  Deputy 

Master  Attendant,  for  his  services  in  the  marine  and  being 
1766Cpa  47  "  always  ready  to  encourage  merit,  we  direct  that  he  succeed 

to  the  post  of  Master  Attendant  upon  the  death  or  coming 
away  of  Captain  Keble,  if  you  shall  judge  him  in  every  respect  qualified  for 
that  charge. 

34.  We  must  here  take  notice  that  the  business  in  this  department  has 
been  negligently  conducted ;  little  care  has  been  taken  to  survey  and  repair 
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the  vessels  in  a  proper  manner  as  appears  frequently  in  such  vessels  in  particular 
employed  upon  the  WTest  Coast  service.  It  Is  therefore  recommended  to  you 
to  see  that  the  Master  Attendant,  and  all  the  people  dependant  upon  his  office, 
do  their  duty  to  the  Company  in  every  respect  to  your  satisfaction. 

35.  We  much  approve  of  your  putting  in  execution  the  Master  Attendant's 
proposal  for  cutting  a  ship  and  making  ways  for  repairing  the  sloops,  to  prevent 
their  being  sent  round  to  Bombay  for  that  purpose,  which  was  attended  with 
much  loss  of  time  and  expence  to  the  service,  and  we  hope  to  find  that  they 
can  be  repaired  as  well,  and  upon  much  more  reasonable  terms  than  at  Bombay. 

Secondly  of  goods  from  Europe  or  from  one  part  of  India  to  another 

36.  The  principal  articles  of  the  intended  export  for  our  several  Presi- 
dencies   and    China    this    season    consist    nearly    of    the    undermentioned 
particulars  vizt.} 

For  Bengal 

c» 

Cloth  426  bales,  long  ells  60  bales,  other  piece  goods  3  bales,  lead  300  tons,  copper 
200  tons,  iron  300  tons,  steel  10  tons,  gunpowder  1510  barrels,  small  arras  1032 
chests,  Madeira  wine  150  pipes  and  vidonia  wine  from  the  Island  Teneriffe 
70  pipes. 

All  the  above  articles  are  divided  in  nearly  equal  proportions  on  the  ships 
Hector,  Lord  Holland,  Calcutta,  Norfolk,  Northington,  Eginont,  Admiral 
Pocock  and  Earl  of  Elgin,  excepting  the  wines  which  go  by  the  conveyances 
hereafter  noticed,  and  the  gunpowder  which  on  account  of  the  large  quantity 
is  divided  on  the  above  ships  and  the  Latham  and  Triton  and  the  four  Bombay 
ships  directed  to  call  first  at  Fort  St.  George. 

The  several  ships  invoices  will  inform  you  more  particularly  of  the  fore- 
going articles  and  other  consignments  to  your  Presidency,  to  which  therefore 
you  are  referred.  It  Is  impossible  from  the  very  large  tonnage  of  your  several 
indents  received  this  season  which  amounted  to  about  four  thousand  three 
hundred  tons,  to  comply  fully  therewith  ;  but  we  have  ordered  as  large  a 
proportion  of  each  article  as  the  eight  ships  bound  to  your  Presidency  can  with 
the  number  of  passengers  they  are  to  carry  and  the  wines  they  are  to  take  in 
at  Madeira  and  Teneriffe  conveniently  receive,  and  we  have  great  reason  to 
think  the  supplies  will  be  adequate  to  your  occasions. 

For  Fort  St.  George 

Cloth  697  bales,  70  bales  long  ells,  camblets  1  bale,  lead  100  tons,  copper  212 
tons,  iron  200  tons,  small  arms  8000  ;  gunpowder  360  barrels,  Madeira  wine 
100  pipes  and  vidonia  wine  from  the  Island  Teneriffe  SO  pipes. 

The  bales  are  divided  vizi.,  150  on  each  of  the  ships  Earl  of  Lincoln  and 

London  and  the  remainder  in  equal  proportions  on  the  Houghton  and  Triton 

and  all  the  other  articles  are  nearly  so  on  the  five  China  ships  bound  first  to 

Fort  St.  George,  excepting  the  wines  which  go  by  the  conveyances  hereafter 

mentioned, 
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For  Bombay  Presidency 

For  the  Bombay  market,  cloth  1560  bales,  long  ells  374  bales,  other  piece  goods 
5  bales  and  cases,  lead  300  tons,  copper  408  tons,  iron  300  tons,  steel  50  tons,  tin 
10  tons,  Madeira  wine  50  pipes,  gunpowder  210  barrels,  small  arms,  180  chests, 
20  pipes  of  vidonia  wine  to  be  sent  from  St.  George. 

For  Bussorah  market,  cloth  324  bales,  IS  of  which  are  o£  a  French  fabrick, 
long  ells  100  bales,  of  10  pieces  in  each. 

For  Bushire  market,  cloth  784  bales,  long  ells  200  bales,  of  10  pieces  in  each, 

other  Diece  eoods  2  bales. 

i  O 

For  Scindy  market,  cloth  106  bales,  long  ells  30  bales,  of  20  pieces  in  each 
bale. 

All  the  said  before-mentioned  consignments  are  divided  in  nearly  equal 
proportions  on  the  six  Bombay  ships  the  Madeira  wine  excepted  which  all 


goes  on  the  Worcester. 


For  Fort  Ahirlborough 

o 


Light  iron  100  tons,  flour  20  tons,  beef  and  pork  40  half  hogsheads  of  each,  gun- 
powder [...]  barrels,  cordage  38  tons,  ironmongers  ware  of  several  sorts  16  tons, 
anchors  and  grapnels  7  tons. 

All  which  articles  are  laden  on  the  ships  Earl  of  Middlesex  and  British  King. 

Over  and  above  the  said  several  consignments,  we  are  well  satisfied  our 
said  Presidency  will  be  in  want  of  many  particulars  from  our  settlements  in 
India  ;  you  are  therefore  to  comply  in  the  fullest  manner  with  our  repeated  and 
positive  orders  for  sending  such  supplies  thither  as  they  stand  in  need  of  or 
indent  for  from  time  to  time. 

You  will  observe  we  send  out  no  treasure  this  season  to  Fort  Marlborough, 
as  we  shall  depend  upon  that  Presidency's  being  supplied  by  you  and  our 
President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  with  as  much  as  they  shall  have 
occasion  for,  for  the  purchase  of  their  pepper  investment  and  their  civil, 
military  and  other  expences,  and  you  are  to  concert  the  necessary  measures 
accordingly,  the  sooner  a  remittance  can  be  made  it  will  be  agreeable  as  we 
apprehend  it  will  be  much  wanted. 

For  Canton 

Cloth  645  bales,  long  ells  770  bales,  camblets  15  bales,  hairbines  15  bales,  lead 
1200  tons. 

The  bales  are  equally  divided  on  the  two  direct  China  ships  except  242 
bales  of  long  ells  which  for  want  of  room  in  the  said  ships  are  laden  in  equal 
proportions  on  the  Fort  St.  George  ships  Earl  of  Lincoln  and  London. 

The  lead  goes  in  the  following  manner  vizt.,  300  tons  on  each  of  the  direct 
ships,  150  each  on  the  St.  Helena  and  Bencoolen  ships  and  60  tons  on  each  of 
the  five  Coast  and  China  ships. 

37.  We  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  lading  on  the  Latham,  and 
Triton  two  Coast  and  China  ships,  and  the  four  Bombay  ships  directed  to  call 
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il 

first  at  Fort  St.  George,  630  barrels  of  gunpowder  designed,  for  Bengal  which 

we  have  directed  our  President  and  Council  to  forward  to  YOU  bv  the  fij&t  safe 

,H  »    "  -, 

and  convenient  opportunities. 

*"    *w,  „•  ,„ 

38.  Our  aeents  at  the  island  of  Madeira.  Messrs  Chambers,  Hiccox  and 

o 

Denver  are  directed  to  make  a  regular  consignment  to  you  by  invoice  and  bill 
of  lading  of  the  150  pipes  of  wine  to  be  shipped  by  them  in  equal  proportions 
on  the  ships,  Calcutta  and  \orfolk  as  beforemcntioned.  As  it  has  lain  near 

a  vear  in  warehouse,  and  they  had  our  directions  for  it's  being  the  best  the 
island  produced,  we  hope  it  will  prove  to  your  satisfaction  ;  however,  give  us 
very  particular  accounts  how  it  turns  out,  both  with  respect  to  the  quality  and 
the  condition  of  the  casks,  taking  care  that  the  owners  are  made  accountable 
to  the  Company  for  any  deficiencies  arising  from  bad  stowage  or  pilferage  on 
board. 

39.  We  last  year  sent  you  a  quantity  of  vidonia  wine  from  the  island 
of  Teneriffe  for   a  tryal  whether  it  might   not  in   a  great  measure,  if  not 
altogether,  answer  as  well  in  the  East  Indies  as  Madeira  and  acquainted  you 
of  our  intention  of  sending  a  further  quantity7  this  year.    We  have  in  conse- 
quence thereof  ordered  the  ship,  Lord  Holland,  to  call  there  and  receive  150 
pipes  each  to  gauge  full  120  gallons  for  which  we  are  to  pay  ten  pounds  sterling 
a  pipe  including  the  casks  with  ten  iron  hoops  thereon,  and  all  charges  on  board, 
seventy  pipes  of  which  are  to  be  consigned  to  your  Presidency,  and  the  other 
eighty  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  ;  as  these  are  ordered 
at  two  separate  houses  they  are  to  be  shipped  as  follow  iizL} 

By  Mr.  John  Collogan,  eighty  pipes  for  Fort  St.  George  and  twenty  for  Bengal. 
Bv  Messrs  Comyns,  Brother  and  Power  fifty  pipes  for  Bengal. 

40.  Reference  must  be  had  to  the  invoices,  bills  of  lading  and  advices 
which  we  have  directed  our  correspondents  to  enclose  to  you  by  the  Lord 
Holland  for  the  particulars  of  the  seventy  pipes  intended  for  your  Presidency, 
who  are  also  as  usual  to  transmit  to  you  certificates  of  the  gauge  and  condition 
of  the  casks  under  their  hands  and  of  Captain  Nairn  or  his  officers,,  in  like 
manner  as  is  practised  with  the  Madeira  wine,  the  casks  are  also  to  be  burnt 
with  an  iron  near  the  bung  with  the  Company's  mark,  and  the  marks  of  each 
house  are  to  be  on  their  respective  casks.    We  last  year  gave  you  particular 
directions  for  returning  to  us   an   account  of   the   condition,  quantities  and 
qualities  of  the  wines  you  received  from  each  house,  together  with  a  survey  of 
their  stowage  and  we  shall  expect  your  punctual  compliance  therewith  in  regard 
to  those  you  will  receive  by  the  Lord  Holland. 

41.  Out  of  the  above  quantities  of  wine  consigned  to  Bengal,  you  are 
positively  directed  to  send  to  Fort  Marlborough,  four  pipes  of  Madeira  and 
four  pipes  of  vidonia  by  the  first  good  conveyances  that  offer.    We  direct  the 
President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  send  to  Fort  Marlborough  the 
same  quantity  of  Madeira  and  vidonia  wines  out  of  what  goes  consigned  to 
them. 

42.  Notwithstanding  any  former  orders  we  dispense  with  your  putting  up 
any  of  the  Madeira  or  vidonia  wines  consigned  to  your  Presidency  to  publick 
sale  ;  and  we  leave  it  to  you,  to  divide  the  same  among  our  civil  and  military 
servants,  in  such  proportions,  as  shall  appear  to  you  most  equitable  according 
to  their  several  ranks  and  stations,  and  we  direct  that  they  be  charged  at  the 
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full  prime  cost  with  an  advance  of  thirty  per  cent  thereon,  observing  that  the 
loss  by  leakage  is  to  be  accounted  a  part  of  the  prime  cost.  On  these  terms 
only  the  said  wines  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  respective  persons  to  whom  this 
indulgence  extends,  upon  their  paying  for  the  same  accordingly. 

43.  Frequent  complaints  having  been  received  of  the- pasteboards  used  in 
the  package  of  the  fine  cloths  occasioning  damage,  they  are  this  year  packed 
with  slit  deals  instead  of  pasteboards.    We  desire  to  be  informed  by  the  first 
opportunity  if  the  method  of  packing  be  esteemed  more  safe  and  convenient 
than  the  former. 

44.  We  have  come  to  a  resolution  that  all  the  medicines  and  drugs  wanted 
for  our  several  Presidencies,  shall  in  future  be  provided  by  the  Company  of 
Apothecaries,  notwithstanding  their  prices  exceed  those  of  other  persons,  as 
there  is  a  certainty  of  being  supplied  by  them  with  the  best  sorts,  every  article 
coming  under  the  inspection  of  a  deputation  from  the  College  of  Physicians, 
and  the  Surgeons  Company,  which  is  not  the  case  with  those  of  private  persons. 
You  are  however  to  report  to  us  from  time  to  time,  the  quality  of  those  sent 
to  your  Presidency,  and  if  you  should  find  any  of  them  not  answer  our  expecta- 
tions, you  will  point  out  to  us  particularly  the  defects,  with  such  observations 
as  may  be  necessary  for  our  information. 

45.  By  the  ships  of  this  season  you  will  receive  the  hats  and  shoes  for 
the  military  as  desired,  and  we  shall  continue  to  comply  with  your  indents  for 

them  annually  ;  both  these  articles  are  provided  by  different 
lV  ma^ers^  whom  we  have  directed  to  distinguish  their  goods 

by  separate  marks,  and  we  shall  expect  your  impartial 
opinion,  which  are  entitled  to  the  preference.  Twenty  dozen  shoes  of  a  superior 
quality  are  also  sent  for  the  officers,  and  you  are  also  to  report  to  us  howr  they 
answer. 

46.  We  have  ordered  twenty  five  thousand  musquets  of  the  best  sort 
instead  of  thirty  thousand  indented  for,  and  which  we  judge  will  be  quite 
sufficient,  especially  when  we  considered  your  Separate  Letter  of  the  30th  Sep- 
tember 1765  wherein  you  only  desire  an  immediate  supply  of  ten  thousand  small 
arms  and  an  annual  recruit  of  four  thousand  afterwards. 

4/.  We  apprehend  a  mistake  has  been  made  in  the  article  of  gunpowder 
in  your  indent  by  demanding  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  barrels  a  quantity 
more  than  tsn  times  exceeding  the  whole  amount  of  what  has  ever  been  sent 
in  one  year  to  all  the  Presidencies,  and  which  it  is  impracticable  for  us  to 
comply  with,  and  to  send  at  the  same  time  the  necessary  supplies  of  other 
stores.  We  have  therefore  ordered  fifteen  hundred  and  ten  barrels  which  is 
as  much  as  can  be  conveniently  shipped  on  the  eight  Coast  and  Bay  and  some 
of  the  other  ships  ordered  to  call  at  the  Fort  as  mentioned  in  the  36th  para- 
graph. The  powder  is  to  be  the  same  as  that  delivered  into  the  King's  stores, 
but  no  glazed  powder  will  be  sent  as  it  will  not  stand  proof,  nor  is  it  ever  used 
in  the  King's  service. 

48.  We  have  ordered  only  one  thousand  skeins  of  match  instead  of  six 
thousand  indented  for,  as  the  package  to  contain  the  last  mentioned  quantity, 
fl*ould  have  taken  up  above  sixty  five  tons  in  measurement. 

49.  As  to  the  bad  quality  of  the  ordnance  and  small  arms  mentioned  in 
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your  advices  of  this  year,  we  can  only  say,  that  all  possible  care  is  taken  for  the 
Lre    from   Select    Company  being  furnished  with  the  best  that  can  be  made. 
Com.  1st  Oct.  1765    and  not  any  of  the  former  are  received,  but  such  as  are 
Para-  -5-  proved    and    passed    by    His    Majesty's    proof    masters    at 

Woolwich,  exactly  in  the  same  manner  as  the  King's,  and  the  musquet  barrels 
are  proved  at  the  Tower  under  the  inspection  of  the  proof  masters  ;  we  have 
Ge  1  L  e  t  entered  into  a  very  minute  examination  of  the  report  of 

29th    Jany.    1766       the  proof  of  brass  ordnance  at  Bengal  on  the  14th  and  15th 
Para-  21.  January  last,  and  are  fully  convinced,  that  so  many  pieces 

being  condemned  is  owing  to  the  established  quantity  of  powder  for  the  proof 
being  greatly  exceeded.  The  brass  24  pounder  field  pieces  were  proved  at 
Woolwich  with  18  Ib.  powder  but  at  Bengal  with  21  Ib.  ;  and  even  the  charge  of 
18  Ib.  was  thought  by  several  to  be  too  much,  it  being  the  quantity  for  the  King's 
medium  24  pounders,  which  although  they  are  a  foot  and  half  shorter  than  the 
Company's  24  pounders,  weigh  about  twelve  hundred  weight  more  ;  the  King's 
proof  charge  for  light  twelve  pounders  is  six  pounds  of  powder,  and  for  light 
six  pounders  three  pounds  of  powder,  whereas  they  have  been  proved  at  Bengal 
with  double  the  quantity.  The  accident  therefore  of  the  twelve  pounder  gun 
bursting  in  a  salute  with  three  pounds  of  powder  appears  to  us  most  extra* 

or  dinar  v. 

j 

50.  We  would  have  the  founders  names  on  the  condemned  guns  and 
mortars  transmitted  to  us,  and  the  same  Is  to  be  observed  with  respect  to  the 
gunmakers  should  any  of  the  small  arms  turn  out  defective. 

Ci  4 

51.  Twelve  eighteen  pounder  medium  brass  guns  are  ordered  to  be  cast 
instead  of  the  like  number  of  long  light  twenty  four  pounders  indented  for, 
as  we  are  well  assured  the  eighteen  pounder  mediums  will  answer  much  better. 

Thirdly  of  investments 

52.  If  the  revenues  come  regularly  into  your  treasury,  to  so  large  an 
amount  as  you  have  given  us  reason  to  expect,  and  which  we  flatter  ourselves 
will  certainly  be  the  case  if  no  unforeseen  disappointments  happen,  you  will  be 
possessed,  after  the  civil  and  military  charges  of  the  Presidency  are  defrayed, 
and  a  reserve  made  sufficient  for  all  exigencies  of  such  laree  sums  as  mav  be 

C7  O  ^ 

difficult  to  be  invested,  in  order  for  their  annually  centering  with  us,  and  the 

^  O 

Company  in  such  case  may  be  very  rich  in  Bengal,  and  at  the  same  time  under 
very  disagreeable  and  embarrassing  circumstances  at  home.  It  will  require 
therefore  all  your  attention  to  enlarge  every  channel  for  conveying  to  us  as 
early  as  possible,  the  annual  produce  of  our  acquisitions,  as  well  as  profits  of 
trade  ;  for  this  purpose,  we  recommend  it  to  you  in  the  strongest  manner,  to 
increase  the  Investment  of  your  Presidency  to  the  utmost  extent  YOU  can,  with- 

J  uf  it 

out  debasing  the  several  manufactures  by  indiscriminately  taking  in  such  goods 
as  you  shall  judge  unfit  for  the  Europe  market,  and  at  the  same  time  using  all 
imaginable  care  and  caution,  not  to  give  any  just  reasons  for  complaints  from 
the  other  European  nations,  as  we  wrould  have  harmony  subsist  between  you 
and  them,  which  we  think  with  prudence  may  very  consistently  be  preserved, 
even  with  your  endeavours  for  increasing  our  investments.  In  order  for  your 
guidance  in  this  important  point,  wre  now  send  you  a  list  of  the  species  and 
quantities  of  the  several  articles  to  be  provided  at  your  Presidency*  you  will 
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observe  that  the  quantitys  are  larger  than  usual ;  yet  great  as  they  are,  we  hope 
by  exerting  your  best  endeavours,  they  may  be  extended,  particularly  in  those 
articles  pointed  out  in  the  accompanying  account,  to  as  large  an  amount  as 
you  can  find  conveyances  for,  for  which  purpose  every  ship  must  have  as  much 
surplus  tonnage,  as  she  can  possibly  take  in,  but  as  the  number  of  ships  to  be 
dispatched  from  your  Presidency  will  depend  upon  circumstances,  we  shall 
confide  in  your  care  for  concerting  with  our  other  Presidencies  the  necessary 
measures  for  being  effectually  supplied  with  shipping. 

53.  If  your  circumstances  are  such  as  we  have  intimated  in  the  preceding 
paragraph,  the  investment  you  can  send  from  Bengal  will  not  we  apprehend 
with  all  your  endeavours  be  to  so  great  an  amount  as  to  answer  the  desired 
purposes.    You  are  therefore  to  make  such   early  remittances   to  our  other 
Presidencies  as  will  enable  them  to  extend  their  investments  also,  to  the  utmost, 
and  in  particular  we  shall  depend  upon  your  effectually  supplying  annually 
our  council  in  China  with  silver  and  other  articles  sufficient  for  a  full  investment 
from  thence. 

54.  With  respect  to  the  China  investment  if  you  forwarded  thither  the 
twenty  four  lacks  of  rupees  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  January  last, 
which  we  must  suppose  to  have  been  done,  in  that  case,  our  council  at  Canton 
will  with  their  stock  in  hand  and  exports  from  hence,  have  enough  to  load 
home  all  the  ships  arrived  there  in  the  year  1766  and  have  after  that  a  large 
surplus  remaining  to, begin  the  investment  for  the  ships  now  going  out  which 
are  to  be  dispatched  from  thence  in  the  course  of  the  season  of  1767.     We 
observe  with  pleasure  from  Lord  Clive's  letter  of  the  1st  February  last  that  it 
was  intended  to  send  twenty  four  lacks  of  rupees  more  to  China  for  the  invest- 
ment for  the  last  mentioned  ships  ;  if  that  measure  has  been  carried  into 
execution,  there  will  be  much  more  than  a  sufficient  stock  to  provide  full  load- 
ings for  them,  and  even  to  have  a  large  surplus  remaining,  but  as  we  apprehend 
our  China  council  have  given  you  some  account  of  their  situation,  the  forward- 
ing ail  or  part  of  the  last  mentioned  twenty  four  lacks  must  necessarily  defend 
upon  their  representation  to  you  and  our  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  and 
we  make  no  doubt  of  your  carefully  attending  to  that  important  branch  of  the 
Company's  affairs,  by  proportioning  the  supplies  according  to  circumstances. 

55.  Though  as  before  noticed  we  must  suppose  the  China  council  informed 
you  of  the  state  of  their  stock,  yet  to  prevent  difficulties  which  may  arise  from 
any  omission  in  that  quarter,  we  now  give  them  and  the  resident  supra  cargoes 
for  the  time  being,  the  most  positive  orders,  to  take  the  earliest  opportunities 
of  informing  you  from  time  to  time  of  what  remittances  may  be  necessary  for 
their  annual  investments. 

56.  That  you  may  in  some  measure  be  enabled  to  form  a  judgment  of  the 
necessary  supplies  for  the  China  investment,  it  may  be  proper  to  inform  you, 
that  for  the  bringing  home  through  that  channel,  as  large  a  proportion  of  the 
produce  of  our  Bengal  revenues  as  can  be  done,  we  wish  to  have  the  cargoes 
of  the  China  ships  as  valuable  as  possible,  if  raw  and  wrought  silks  can  be 
procured  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  in  addition  to  the  usual  ladings  of  tea  and 
China  ware,  and  that  a  surplus  stock  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  resident  supra 
cargoes  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  after  the  annual  dis- 
patch of  the  ships  of  the  season  ;  we  must  further  observe,  that  our  exports 
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from  hence  for  that  market  do  and  will  in  future  consist  of  woollen  o-oods  and 

$.— * 

lead  only,  until  we  eive  you  notice  to  the  contrary. 

-  o  .  „ 

51.  With  respect  to  saltpetre  the  directions  we  gave  last  season  in  our 
letter  of  the  13th  December,  are  to  be  observed  the  ensuing  season,  it  being 
our  meaning  that  no  more  be  sent  us  than  two  thousand  tons  in  the  whole 
from  all  our  Presidencies  together.  You  will  therefore  take  the  necessary 
measures  accordingly. 

58.  We  cannot  help  expressing  our  uneasiness  at  the  yearly  increase  of 
the  number  of  subordinates  under  the  direction  of  junior  servants ;  we  are 
sensible  of  the  necessity  there  is  for  exerting  a  degree  of  influence  in  the  provid- 
ing the  investment  to  prevent  our  rivals  in  trade  from  buying  from  the  weavers 

at  the  close  of  the  season,  the  cloths,  for  which  our  money  was  advanced  earlv 

.<  «* 

in  the  year  ;  but  when  we  reflect  on  the  many  instances  of  extortion  and 

*  w 

oppression  practised  by  Mr.  Gray  and  others  of  our  servants  over  the  natives, 
and  the  numberless  instances  wherein  Europeans  when  at  a  distance  from  the 
Presidency,  have  taken  upon  them  the  character  of  magistrates.,  have  overawed 
the  civil  administration,  and  oppressed  the  country  around  them,  and  through 
the  abject  state  of  the  oppressed  natives,  their  malversations  escape  unheard 
of,  unless  their  own  quarrels  or  the  vigilance  of  an  uncorrupt  administration 
bring  them  to  light ;  we  become  extremely  averse  to  the  trusting  our  servants 
from  under  the  eye  of  the  Presidency ;  you  are  therefore  to  consider  the  spirit 
of  this  our  intention,  relative  to  the  new  established  subordinates,  as  far  as  it 
may  be  proper  to  carry  it  into  execution  without  detriment  to  our  investment ; 
and  we  further  recommend  it  to  your  consideration,  whether,  and  in  what  degree 
it  may  be  eligible  to  revive  the  former  custom  of  providing  the  investment  by 
dadney  merchants. 

Fourthly  concerning  the  country  government  and  European  powers 

and  the  trade  of  India 

59.  We  approve  your  spirited  remonstrances  to  the  Dutch  General  and 
Council  at  Batavia,  on  the  occasion  of  the  seizure  of  the  ophium  from  the 

snows   Cornish   and  Neptune   at   Mallacca ;    you   may   be 

r~*  IT  '  "' 

*      n™al    , e<  assured   we  never   shall   acquiesce  in   the   pretensions   the 

from  20th  Janv.  -rv       i_   x  i      •  i  i  -.  i    • 

1766  Pa.  28.     '  Dutch  torm  to  an  exclusive  trade  to  the  eastward,  and  in 

order  to  obtain  a  suitable  redress,  we  shall  depend  upon  your 
taking  such  measures,  as  are  consistent  with  justice,  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
treaties  subsisting  between  our  respective  sovereigns. 

Fifthly  of  fortifications^  buildings  and  revenues 

60.  We  hope  the  barracks  you  are  determined  to  build,  will  tend  to  the 
preservation  of  the  men,  and  to  promote  discipline  by  keeping  them  more  under 
the  eye  of  the  officers,  though  we  have  doubts  as  to  the  building  of  barracks 
in  so  populous  a  city  as  Patna,  where  we  think  the  men  will  be  more  exposed 
to  diseases,  and  disputes  between  them  and  the  natives  which  may  have  bad 
consequences,  and  it  seems  to  us  that  if  the  barracks  were  situated  at  a  proper 
distance  from  Patna,  all  such  inconveniences  may  in  a  great  measure  be 
avoided. 

Vol.  IV— 14 
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61.  Mr.  Martin's  letter  of  the  29th  January  last  and  the  view  of  the  New 

**  V 

Fort  which  accompanied  it,  give  us  great  reason  to  be  alarmed  at  the  dangerous 
situation  of  the  works,  both  from  the  encroachments  of  the  River,  and  from 
the  ruinous  condition  they  appear  to  be  in.    It  is  a  very  mortifying  circum- 
stance to  us,  to  find,  that  after  the  vast  sums  expended  in  this  great  work,  it 
should  now  appear  that  the  want  of  judgment  in  those  who  were  immediately 
charged  with  the  direction  and  construction  should  put  us  to  so  great  an  expence 
as  must  attend  the  making  an  entire  new  exterior  revetement.  We  flattered  our- 
selves that  the  description  Mr,  Martin  gave  us  in  his  letter  of  the  26th  November 
1764  of  the  condition  of  the  works,  and  the  apprehensions  he  then  expressed, 
were  the  judgment  formed  upon  a  first  view,  and  might  be  exaggerated  ;  for 
we  could  hardly  believe  it  possible,  that  with  the  least  experience,  such  gross 
errors  in  the  construction  could  have  been  committed,  as  now  too  evidently 
appear  ;  but  Mr.  Martin's  letter  and  perspective  view  now  before  us,  are  confirma- 
tions too  strong  to  admit  of  further  doubt,  and  it  is  become  highly  necessary, 
that  some  remedy  should  be  applied.    We  must  for  that  purpose,  in  a  great 
measure  depend  on  the  ability  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Martin  to  whose  department 
it  particularly  belongs  ;  nevertheless  as  Mr.  Call,  our  Chief  Engineer  on  the 
coast  of  Choromandel  has  acquired  great  experience  in  constructing  the  fortifi- 
cations there,  we  are  well  pleased  to  find  you  had  wrote  to  our  Presidency  at 
Fort  St.  George,  that  he  might  proceed  to  Calcutta  to  assist  with  his  advices 
and  if  agreeable  thereto,  he  has  been  or  shall  arrive  at  your  Presidency.    We 
hope  that  he  and  Mr.  Martin,  deliberating  together,  may  concert  some  effectual 
plan  for  remedying  the  past  errors,  and  proceeding  in  the  future  works,  with 
as  little  expence  as  possible.    Yoi.  on  the  spot  must  be  better  able  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  what  they  may  propose  than  we,  who  can  only  be  furnished 
with  descriptions ;  however,  in  all  events  confiding  in  your  care  and  attention, 
our  directions  are  only  general,  that  those  works  which  are  most  essential  to 
render  the  fortifications  defensible,  be  done  first-    That  such  works  as   are 
necessary  to  the  security  of  the  place  and  (by  what  cause  soever)  are  become 
incapable  of  substantial  repairs  be  rebuilt.    That  such  expedients  upon  mature 
deliberation,  as  shall  be  judged  most  effectual  to  prevent  the  dangerous  en- 
croachments of  the  River  be  carried  into  execution  and  that  until  the  body  of 
the  place,  the  magazines,  lodgments,  barracks  and  other  buildings  immediately 
necessary  be  conipleated,  no  new  works  are  to  be  undertaken  or  begun  without 

a  real  necessity. 

j 

62.  Mr.  Campbell's  remarks  on  the  inconveniencies  which  would  arise  on 
the  fixing  the  sicca  on  a  permanent  footing  do  not  carry  any  other  conviction, 
than  that  of  a  temporary  inconvenience,  from  the  distress  it  would  bring  on 
the  shroffs  and  others,  who  live  by  the  exchange  on  siccas.    We  are  not  convin- 
ced it  would  occasion  more  frauds  in  debasing  or  false  coining  of  ruppes,  and 
we  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  take  the  subject  once  more  under  your 
consideration. 

Sixthly  and  seventhly  of  covenant  and  military  servants  and  accounts 

63.  Mr.  Richard  Becher  and  Mr.  James  Alexander  now  proceed  in  the 
Hector  to  their  stations  agreeable  to  our  appointment  as  advised  in  our  letter 
to  you  of  the  17th  May  last. 
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64.  We  have  this  season  appointed  the  following  persons  to  be  writer*  :u 
your  Presidency,  who  are  to  rank  upon  the  list  of  covenant  servants  in  the 
order  they  are  here  named  vizt.,  John  Purling,  John  Brisco,  John  Mosden  Hatch, 
Christopher  Keating,  John  Shakespear,  Edward  Parry,  Robert  Jacorab,  Adam 
Dawson,  Matthew  Davie,  Joseph  Sherburn,  William  Holland,  Nathaniel  Price. 
David  Anderson,  John  Dick,  and  William  Cotes. 

65.  We  have  also   appointed  Mr.  Roger   Anthony  Dumbleton   to  be   a 

writer  upon  your  establishment  on  his  attaining  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
which  as  appears  from  the  registers,  formerly  transmitted  us  from  your 
Presidency  where  he  was  born,  will  be  on  or  about  the  16th  March  1 


66.  We  gave  very  particular  directions  in  our  letter  of  the  1 3th  December 
1765.  for  keeping  all  our  covenant  servants  closely  employed  in  their  several 
departments :  for  taking  proper  measures  with  such  of  them  as  prove  negligent 
or  refractory,  and  for  discharging  from  our  service  ail  monthly  writers.    We 
now  confirm  those  orders,  and  require  your  strictest  compliance  therewith,  as 
we  are  satisfied,  that  with  the  great  number  of  servants  already  at  vour  Presi- 

CD  ft  * 

dency,  and  the  ample  supply  now  sent,  the  business  in  every  branch  may  be 
performed  with  great  ease  and  leave  no  pretence  for  continuing  any  monthly 
writers  in  our  employ. 

67.  We  have  received  the  remonstrance  of  our  servants  on  the  Select 
Committee's  sending  to  Fort  St.  George  to  be  assisted  with  the  four  gentlemen 
from  that  Presidency,  and  although  the  remonstrance  in  itself  is  decent,  yet 
the  behaviour  of  our  servants  on  the  occasion,  has  been  so  extraordinary,  that 

* 

if  passed  unnoticed,  there  would  be  an  end  of  all  order  and  subordination, 
and  consequently  the  Company's  affairs  fall  into  the  utmost  confusion.  We 
do  not  wonder  that  some  few  of  those  who  had  served  us  with  zeal  and  fidelity, 
thought  themselves  aggrieved  by  a  measure,  which  reflected  on  the  whole 
body  of  our  covenanted  servants  ;  but  we  fear  very  few  were  in  that  situation, 

*  ff 

and  even  those  few,  lose  the  merit  of  that  plea,  by  having  joined  with  some, 
who  have  been  conspicuous  for  their  misconduct  and  with  unexperienced 
young  men,  to  fly  in  the  face  of  Government.  Mr.  Majendie's  refusal  to  reply 
to  the  questions  put  to  him,  respecting  the  general  agreement  to  refuse  the 
President's  invitations,  to  treat  with  disrespect  the  members  of  the  Committee 
who  concurred  in  this  necessary  measure,  and  with  contempt  and  indignity 
the  gentlemen  called  from  Madrass,  sufficiently  prove  the  existence  of  such 
a  combination,  and  the  Committee  did  well  to  suspend  Air.  Majendie2  the 
service. 

68.  We  look  on  it,  as  the  most  wanton  insolence  and  the  highest  insult 
to  our  authority  in  the  young  servants  to  have  presumed  to  treat  with  dis- 
respect the  noble  Lord  who  stands  so  high  in  our  esteem,  and  a  Committee 
distinguished  by  such  marks  of  our  confidence.    And  we  clo  therefore  order 
and  direct  you  to  summon  the  whole  of  those  servants  residing  in  Calcutta. 
who  were  guilty  of  the  said  misbehaviour  before  you.  and  order  them  to  make 
the  most  satisfactory  concessions  to  the  President  and  to  the  Select  Committee  ; 
and  the  servants  of  the  subordinates  to  do  the  same  by  letter  :  in  case  of  dis- 
obedience either  to  the  letter  or  spirit  of  this  order,  whether  by  an  absolute 
refusal  or  by  the  manner  of  doing  it,  we  leave  it  to  you  to  dismiss  the  most 
refractory  among  them,  and  to  send  them  to  Europe. 


212  LETTER  FROM  COURT 

69.  These   concessions   are   a  justice  due  to   the   President   and   to   the 
gentlemen  to  whom  they  are  made ;  but  it  must  be  a  long  course  of  decent 
deportment,  diligence  and  fidelity,  that  can  restore  these  young  servants  to 
our  good  opinion  ;  let  them  know  that  until  they  have  learned  to  obey,  they 
are  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  power ;  and  that  unless  we  have  some  very  con- 
vincing  proof  of  their  good  behaviour,  they  shall  be  kept  back  in  the  service, 
and  never  suffered  to  rise  until  they  are  worthy. 

70.  We  hereby  direct  that  upon  receipt  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Hugh  Watts 
be  dismissed  from  the  Company's  service  and  sent  to  England  by  one  of  the 
first  conveyances   that   offer,   for   reasons   given   in   our   letter   to   the   Select 
Committee  of  this  date,  unless  you  may  judge  It  necessary  to  indulge  him  with 
liberty  to  continue  in  Bengal :  to  settle  his  private  affairs,  not  exceeding  twelve 
months,  and  that  only  on  condition  he  behaves  to  your  satisfaction. 

71.  We  have  filed  a  bill  against  Mr.  John  Johnstone  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  to  make  him  account  to  the  Company,  for  the  money  he  received 
from  the  present  Nabob  on  his  succeeding  to  the  subahship  on  the  decease  of 
his  father,  Mir  Jaffier,  contrary  to  and  in  breach  of  the  most  express  orders 
of  the  Company,  and  we  intend  to  proceed  in  the  same  manner  against  all 
the  other  servants  of  the  Company,  who  have  been  confederates  with  him  or 
are  concerned  in  the  like  offence.3    We  shall  not  stop  here,  the  instances  in 
Mr.    Johnstone    and    others    applying    part    of    the    revenues    of    Burdwan, 
Midnapoor  and  Jellasore  during  their  residence  at  those  places  to  their  own 
private  emolument,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Company,  do  not  escape  our 
notice  ;  for  these  and  all  other  frauds,  we  shall  use  all  legal  endeavours  to 
bring  the  offenders  to  justice,  and  we  hope  by  these  means  we  shall  put  an 
entire  stop  to  that  venality  and  corruption  which  has  been  of  late  so  prevalent 
in  almost  every  rank  of  our  servants. 

72.  We  shall  expect  and  accordingly  direct  that  you  furnish  us  with  all 
trie  evidence,  and  in  the  most  authentick  manner  you  can,  not  only  with  respect 
to  the  wrong  the  Company  has  sustained  as  beforementioned  in  their  revenues, 
but  also  to  every  other  fraud  that  comes,  or  shall  come  to  your  knowledge, 

73.  The    Company's    great    acquisitions    in    Bengal    and    the    immense 
fortunes  acquired  with  such  rapidity  by  their  servants  and  others  are  objects 
of  so  striking  a  nature  that  they  could  not  fail  of  attracting  general  observation, 
and  accordingly  we  have  some  time  since  been  apprized  by  His  Majesty's 
ministers  that  the  consideration  of  East  India  affairs  would  in  all  likelihood 
come  before  Parliament ;  we  are  preparing  the  necessary  informations,  that 
we  may  be  ready  to  give  the  best  satisfaction  wre  can,  with  respect  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Company's  affairs,  but  what  such  enquiries  may  be,  and  the  issue 
of  them,  cannot  possibly  be  foreseen  by  us,  we  can  therefore  at  present  only 
make  this  remark,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  every  member  of  the  Company  and 
every  servant  belonging  to  them,  to  evince,  that  fidelity  and  attention  to  the 
true  interest  of  the  Company  will  be  the  governing  motives  of  their  conduct. 

74.  In  our  letter  to  the  Select  Committee  under  date  of  the  17th  May  last, 
paragraph  39,  we  gave  them  to  understand  that  you  might  expect  to  receive 
by  this  conveyance  our  directions  with  respect  to  a  plan  for  the  encouragement 
of  our  servants  ;  for  many  weighty  reasons,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of 
deferring  the  same  to  a  following  dispatch  of  this  season  ;  among  others  the 
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preparation  for  the  Parliamentary  enquiry  Into  the  Company's  affairs  as 
mentioned  in  paragraph  73  of  this  letter  too  much  engrosses  our  time  and 
attention  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which  requires  the  maturest 
consideration.  In  the  mean  time  we  shall  depend  upon  your  having  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  said  letter  fully  and  effectually  compiled  with  the  orders 
therein  contained  with  respect  to  the  inland  trade  In  salt  &ca, 

75.  In  the   several  ships  packets  you  will  as  usual  receive  lists  of  the 
several  persons  whom  we  have  licensed  to  proceed  to  and  remain  In  the  East 
Indies  as  free  merchants  in  the  seafaring  wav  or  othenvavs  signed  bv  our 

t>  «.  o 

Secretary. 
.' 

76.  The  like  is  done  with  respect  to  such  persons  as  we  permit  to  take 
passage  to  India  In  the  quality  of  surgeons  and  who  are  to  be  provided  for  in 
the  Company's  service,  if  i  Aind  deserving,  at  any  of  our  settlements,  after  those 
who  have  been  already  recommended,  if  anv  such  there  are. 

*  * 

77.  Having  taken  Into  our  consideration  the  number  of  military  recruits 
necessarv  to  be  sent  to  the  several  Presidencies  this  season,  we  have  come  to 

* 

a  resolution,  that  two  thousand  be  raised  and  sent  out  this  season,  non 
commission  officers,  artillery  men  and  cadets  Included  vizi.,  nineteen  hundred 
to  the  three  Presidencies  and  one  hundred  to  St.  Helena  and  Fort  Marlborough. 

78.  The  lists  In  the  several  ships  packets  will  inform  you  what  part  of 
the  said  recruits  are  Intended  for  your  Presidency,  and  who  are  upon  their 
arrival  to  be  Incorporated  in  the  several  corps  where  they  are  most  wanted. 

79.  We  have  always  laid  it  down  as  an  Invariable  rule,  that  GUI  several 
Presidencies  are  to  consider  the  affairs  at  each  as  a  common  concern,  and  are 
accordingly   to   mutually   assist   each   other,   whenever   the    exigency   thereof 
requires  It ;  If  therefore,  the  recruits  Intended  for  Bengal  are  more  Immediately 
wanted  at  Fort  St.   George,  they  have  liberty  to  detain  them  during   such 
exigency  ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  should  be  in  want  of  any  further  assistance, 

c^  y  +  «•' 

in  addition  to  the  recruits  designed  for  your  Presidency,  the  President  and 
Council  at  Fort  St.  George  have  our  directions  for  supplying  you  accordingly. 
The  like  orders  are  sent  to  Bombay. 

80.  And  here  it  is  necessary  to  inform  you  that  we  do  not  send  either 
to  your  or  any  other  of  our  Presidency  any  commission  officers  this  season. 

•f  v  *  * 

81.  "List   of   persons   nominated   for    cadets   In   our   troops   under   your 
Presidency  we  send  enclosed,  and  direct  their  promotion  In  the  order  they 
stand  therein,   with  this  exception,   that   such   of   them   as  have  borne  His 
Majesty's  commissions  are  to  have  the  preference,  and  to  rank  at  the  head  of 
the  said  list,  according  to  the  dates  of  those  commissions:    but  as  we  have 
not  been  able  to  come  at  the  said  dates,  we  must  leave  this  point  to  be  adjusted 
by  you  on  their  producing  those  commissions,  or  authenticated  copies  thereof 
to  you.    They  are  not  however  to  supersede  any  of  the  cadets  sent  out  last 
season,  and  have  been  accordingly  acquainted  by  us. 

82.  The  Sth  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  26th  March  last,  conveyed  to 
you  our  directions  for  returning  to  us  very  particular  lists  properly  authenti- 
cated of  the  cadets  unprovided  for,  or  preferred  in  Bengal,  also  for  preventing 
the  employ  and  undue  preference  of  free  merchants  and  others  in  the  military 
line,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  cadets  appointed  by  us,  whom  we  then  especially 
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conriixd  to  our  military  service  only.    These  and  the  other  rules  prescribed 


in  the  said  ^ara^raoh  we  hercbv  confirm. 


S3.    We  shaL  be  pleased  to  hear  that  all  your  bonds  are  paid  off  and 

crinceLed.    To  us  it  appears  :ha:  no  rcsister  of  them  has  been  reeularly  kept 

*.  j.  i--.  o  j.         jr 

in  a  book  bv  itself,  at  least  no  copv  of  such  book  has  ever  been  sent  to  us, 

,vh;c!i  ought  to  have  been  done  annually.  And  it  should  have  been  a  standing 
rule  T,\:rh  v^u  never  to  have  put  the  Company's  seal  to  any  bond,  but  in  the 
presence  of  tivo  gentlemen  of  the  Council  after  the  money  had  been  paid  into 
your  treasury.  And  the  gentlemen  present  at  fixing  the  seal  should  put  the 
t«o  Initial  letters  of  their  name  to  the  register  in  the  said  book,  as  is  the 
practice  at  this  house  and  we  accordingly  now  direct  that  the  said  method 
be  observed  bv  vou,  as  a  standing;  rule  for  the  future. 

'  O 

84.  On    your    Consultation    12th    August    1765    appears    a    demand    of 
Bolackydass1  for  payment  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  rupees  lent 
the  Company  shortly  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Mhir  Cossim,  and 
which  sum  you  represent  had  been  passed  to  the  credit  of  Mhir  Jaffier  on 
appearance  of  its  having  been  the  property  of  Alhir  Cossim,  and  agree,  that 
the  President  shall  apply  to  the  Naib  Subah  to  obtain  him  recovery  thereof  ; 
but  as  we  cannot  trace  any  further  steps  in  this  affair,  you  are  to  inform  us 
of  the  issue  ;  or  if  no  such  application  was  made,  you  must  assign  your  reasons 
for  it,  as  it  does  not  appear  to  us  you  had  sufficient  grounds  to  believe  the 
money  to  have  been  Mhir  Cossirn's  property. 

85.  By  the  late  indulgence  to  the  commanders  and  officers  of  our  ships, 
they  had  liberty  to  pay  into  our  cash  in  India  or  China,  all  or  any  part  of  the 
produce  of  their  outward  bound  adventure  on  the  conditions  therein  men- 
tioned, for  certificates  on  us  ;  the  present  circumstances    of    our    affairs    not 
allowing  so  extensive  a  liberty,  we  have  positively  forbid  the  receipt  of  anv 
money  from  them  by  our  agents  in  China  en  this  or  on  any  other  account 
whatsoever,  and  having  limited  their  payment  of  cash  at  any  of  our  Presi- 
dencies or  settlements  in  the  East  Indies  "to  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  voyage  on  the  terms  specified  in  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  the  captains  instructions,  you  are  to  see  that  this  standing 
order  is  particularly  complied   with  in  Fort  William   and  its  subordinates, 
giving  the  necessary  advices  to  the  other  Presidencies  of  any  payments  that 
may  be  made  by  the  captains  and  officers  to  you  on  this  'behalf  for  their 
government  ;  and  you  are  further  to  observe  in  drawing  the  certificates  which 
may  be  given  them,  that  we  absolutely  reserve  it  to  the  Court  of  Director* 
for  the  time  being,  to  settle  the  times  and  terms  for  their  payment,  in  such 
manner   as   shall  be   found   most   convenient,   for   we   will   not   have    such 
certificates  wear  the  least  appearance  of  the  form  of  a  biU  of  exchange. 

86.  We  have  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  remitting  home  the 
private  fortunes  of  ^  our  own  servants  and  others  may  be  attended  with  the 
disagreabic  alternative  of  either  receiving  more  money  'into  your  treasury,  than 

Z,r    £e  °TT  f1"  J  I**  *a™S  ^  us  for  "the  amount,  or  remitting 

the  same  through  the  hands  of  our  European  competitors  in  trade  ;  the  first 

«  tSvmU8t  K       }\      l?dUCdVe  °f  gleat  diStrCSS'  UnlGSS  at  the  Same  ^ 
*e  recede  such  considerable  investments  as  will  effectively  enable  us,  besides 

carrying  on  the  currency  of  the  Company's  affairs,  to  discharge  such  draughts  • 


21    NOVEMBER    1766  215 

the  other  method  has  been  certainly  attended  with  great  prejudice  to  the 
Company  by  putting  It  in  the  power  of  the  French  and  Dutch  to  bring  home 
such  valuable  investments  this  season,  which  thev  could  not  otherwavs  have 

*  ^ 

done. 

87.  And  here  we  cannot  avoid  remarking,  that  the  cargoes  of  the  French 
and  Dutch  ships,  seem  to  appear  much  more  valuable  than  ours,  owing  to  the 
larger  proportion  of  fine  goods  than  we  have  received,  from  which  this  natural 
conclusion  may  be  drawn,  that  this   measure   was  pursued  to  encrease   the 
remittances  through  those  channels,  to  as  large  an  amount  as  possible  for  the 
benefit  of  Individuals,  though  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  Company. 

88.  Either    wav    of   remitting   home   private    fortunes    to    an   unlimited 

-  o  I 

amount,  must  as  before  observed  be  attended  with  great  prejudice  to  the 
Company.  We  could  wish  therefore  some  other  mode  could  be  found  out, 
but  as  we  cannot  think  of  any  at  present,  we  now  Inform  you  that  the  furnish- 
ing the  agents  of  the  European  companies  with  money  Is  so  evidently  detri- 
mental to  this  Company  that  there  wants  no  further  elucidation,  and  you  are 
accordingly  hereby  directed  to  discourage  and  prevent  the  same  to  the  utmost 
of  your  power. 

89.  The  said  channels  being  thus  to  be  entirely  stopped,  we  will  allow 
of  remittances  by  draughts  upon  us,  to  as  large  an  amount  as  is  consistent 
with  the  Company's  interest  and  circumstances  In  England,  as  well  as  reason- 
able with  respect  to  the  remitters.    You  are  therefore  hereby  directed,  notwith- 
standing the  regulations  in  our  letter  of  the  17th  May  last  by  the  Mercurv, 
punctually  to  observe  the  following  rules  and  orders,  and  not  deviate  from 
them  on  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

90.  The  amount  of  all  the  draughts  upon  us  as  well  certificates  as  bills 
In  any  one  season  Is  not  to  exceed  one  fourth  part  of  the  invoice  price  o£  the 
cargoes  of  all  the  ships  of  the  season  consigned  to  us  from  your  Presidency. 

91.  The  amount  of  the  draughts  upon  us  by  any  one  ship  is  not  to  exceed 
one  fourth  part  of  the  invoice  price  of  such  ship's  cargo. 

92.  The  exchange  from  vour  Presidencv   is   to   continue   as   settled   by 

o  ^ 

our  letter  of  the  17th  of  May  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  and  three  pence  for 
a  current  rupee  to  our  civil  and  military  servants,  and  to  all  others  (except  as 
hereafter  excepted),  two  shillings  and  one  penny  only  for  a  current  rupee. 

93.  The  Indulgence  in  our  said  letter  of  the  17th  May  for  drawing  bills 
on  us  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  at  ninety  days  sight  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned  Is  hereby  revoked. 

94.  And  no  bills  whatsoever  must  be  made  payable  in  a  less  space  of 
time  than  three  hundred  and  sixty  five  days  after  sight ;  and  they  are  to  carry 
no  interest,  that  Indulgence  being  also  hereby  revoked. 

95.  In  granting  certificates  payable  by  the  Company,  care  is  to  be  taken 
that  the  sum  of  money  only  received  into  your  treasury  is  mentioned  therein : 
no  rate  of  exchange  or  time  of  payment  must  be  specified,  as  indulgences  in 
those  respects  are  to  be  left  to  our  determination  here: 

96.  In  granting  bills  and  certificates  upon  us  for  money  received  into 

your  treasury,  the  preference  is  to  be  given  to  our  civil  and  military  servants, 
particularly  our  President  Lord  CHve  on  account  of  his  jaghire,  for  the. 
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produce  of  our  deceased  servants  estates,  the  amount  of  what  the  commanders 

Ai 

arid  officers  uf  our  Europe  ships  niav  pav  in  on  account  of  their  adventures, 
also  all  monev  paid  In  on  account  of  the  oroduce  of  coral  and  other  articles 

,        .  i. 

licensed  bv  us  to  be  exported  bv  the  traders  in  diamonds  ;  then,  to  such  others 
;\ho  want  to  make  remittances  as  von  shall  judge  may  he  most  interesting 
and  necessary,  urovidcd  all  the  said  draughts  tog-ether  do  not  exceed  the 

JL  O  O 

limitation  beforcrricntioned  of  one  quarter  part  of  the  cargoes  consigned  to 
us.  With  respect  to  bills  to  be  drawn  for  the  purposes  herernentioned,  they 
are  to  be  ai  the  rare  of  two  shillings  and  three  pence  for  a  current  rupee, 

but  all  others  are  to  be  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  and  one  penny. 

97.  Everv  Derson  to  whom  it  shall  be  agreed  to  give  bills  or  certificates 
on  us,  must,  before  the  same  are  signed  bv  the  Governour  and  Council,  make 

C^  * 

an  affidavit  before  a  magistrate  to  be  inserted  on  the  back  of  such  bill  or 
certificate  that  the  money  paid  into  our  treasury  for  them,  is  his  own  property, 
or  the  property  of  some  other  person  whom  he  shall  name,  and  the  magistrate 
before  whom  the  oath  is  made,  shall  sign  his  name  at  the  foot  thereof,  in 
attestation  of  that  act ;  and  the  agents  for  the  coral  merchants  are  also  to  make 

O 

oath,  thai  the  sums  for  which  they  are  to  be  indulged  with  bills  are  the 
produce  of  such  coral  or  other  articles  as  have  been  carried  out  under  our 

JL 

licence. 

98.  In  order  that  you  may  distinguish  to  whom  bills  of  certificates  are 
to  be  granted,  we  are  to  inform  vou  and  accordingly  direct,  that  the  amount 

C,'  f  C3     * 

of  what  the  commanders  of  the  Europe  ships  pay  in  for  their  adventures, 
the  amount  of  deceased  person's  estates,  and  of  what  shall  be  paid  in  on 
account  of  the  estates  of  such  of  our  civil  and  military  servants  as  have  been 
out  of  the  service  a  year  from  the  time  of  their  quitting  it,  on  these  several 
accounts,  certificates  only  are  to  be  granted  ;  on  all  other  accounts,  the  draughts 
are  to  be  by  bills  drawn  upon  us. 

99.  We  have  given  similar  directions  to  our  other  Presidencies,  and  have 
settled  the  rate  of  exchange  at  Fort  St.  George  for  civil  and  military  servants 
and  other  purposes  as  beforementioned  at  seven  shillings  and  eight  pence  for 
a  current  pagoda,  and  to  others  at  seven  shillings  and  four  pence  per  pagoda, 
and  Bombay  at  two  shillings  and  five  pence  per  Bombay  rupee  for  the  first 
named  classes,  and  to  others  at  two  shillings  and  three  pence  per  rupee  ;  but 
we  have  limited  the  amount  at  the  first  named  place  to  one  quarter  part  of 
the  invoice  price  of  the  whole  consignments  from  thence  ;  and  at  Bombay 
the  whole  amount  of  bills  and  certificates  upon  us  from  thence  with  all  its 
subordinates  is  not  to  exceed  fifty  thousand  pounds  in  any  one  season. 

100.  You  were  acquainted  in  our  General  Letter  of  the  17th  May  last  bv 
the  Mercury,  that  Admiral  Cornish  and  Commodore  Tinker  had  applied  to 
us  for  our  interposition  for  the  discharge  of  the  twelve  lacks  and  an  half 
of  rupees  promised  by  the  late  Nabob  in  his  written  grant  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  His  Majesty's  navy  for  their  services  to  him,  since  confirmed  by  the 
present  Nabob,  we  also  acquainted  you,  we  had  not  time  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  that  affair,  before  the  dispatch  of  the  Mercury;  we  are  now  to 
inform  vou,  that  the  said  claim  being  a  matter  of  too  great  importance  for 
us  to  decide  upon,  we  thought  it  necessary  to  lay  the  state  thereof  before  a 
General  Court  of  Proprietors  on  the  24th  of  September  last  when  they  came 
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to  the  following  resolution — ''That  It  be  recommended  to  the  Court  of  Directors 
to  cause  so  much  of  the  Donation  to  the  Navy  as  can  be  recovered,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  Arrears  of  the  Revenues  due  to  the  Xabob  of  Bengal  and  for  so 
much  as  they  shall  fall  short  of  the  amount  of  the  said  Donation,  trie  same  be 
paid  out  of  the  Company's  Dewanny  at  such  reasonable  times  as  shall  be  most 
convenient  to  their  Affairs". 

101.  In  the  letter  from  your  Select  Committee  under  date  of  the  31st 
January  last,  we  are  informed  when  the  collections  of  the  year  are  closed 

v  •  * 

Mr.  Sykes  is  directed  to  enquire  strictly  Into  the  ballances  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  use  every  possible  endeavour  to  recover  them,  as  they  entertain 
the  most  flattering  hope,  that  from  these  arrears  will  arise  a  fund  sufficient  to 
discharge  all  the  publick  demands  on  the  late  Nabob  for  which  our  honour 
may  stand  any  way  enraeed. 

„  J  O     O 

102.  In  'carrying  the  resolution   of  the   General   Court  Into   execution, 
the  first  object,  Is  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  procure  ail  or  as  large  a 
proportion  of  the  navy  claim  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said  fund  of  arrears  as 
considering  all  circumstances  can  consistently  be  done — and  the  next,  agree- 
able to  the  said  resolution,  must  be,  to  discharge  the  remainder  out  of  the 
receipts  of  the  dewanny ;  we  need  not  tell  you  that  by  the  last  measure  the 
Company  will  be  absolutely  so  much  out  of  pocket,  therefore  It  will  require 
your  attention  to  recover  as  before  observed  as  much  out  of  the  arrears  as 
possible. 

103.  The  whole  money  so  to  be  recovered  for  the  navy  officers  and  men 
is  to  be  paid  Into  the  hands  of  their  agents  in  Bengal  on  their  giving  proper 
discharges  for  the  same. 

Supplement 

104.  As  it  is  our  intention  and  orders,  that  no  other  ship  or  ships  shall 
be  detained  In  India  a  season  extraordinary  than  the  annual  China  and  Mocha 
ships  from  Bombay,  you  are  therefore  punctually  to  observe  the  same.    II 
consistently  therewith,  it  may  be  necessary  to  send  any  ship  a  country  voyage, 
in  such  case,  we  recommend  the  Hector  for  that  service,  provided  such  voyage 
will  be  advantageous  to  the  Company,  and  as  before  observed,  she  can  be 
returned  to  us  from  one  or  other  of  our  settlements  the  same  season  she  arrives 
In  India. 

105.  We  remark  with  great  surprize;   the   extraordinary   allowances   in 
Consultation  of  the  3rd  July  1765  to  be  settled  upon  the  Second  In  Council, 
and  to  every  second  who  may  hereafter  be  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  Govern- 
ment, of  fifteen  thousand  rupees  per  annum,  and  to  the  Import  Warehourse- 
keeper,  a  salary  of  four  thousand  rupees,  represented  to  have  been  formerly 
annexed  to  that  post ;  though  we  can  find  no  precedent  for  It,  our  approbation 
Is  not  once  desired  to  it,  neither  Is  there  any  mention  of  it  In  your  letters.    We 
direct  them  to  be  both  abolished,  and  shall  take  the  subject  further  into  our 
consideration,  by  our  next  advices. 

106.  Having   by   our   letter   to    you   of   the    17th    May   last    appointed 
Messrs.  Claud  Russell  and  William  Aldersey  of  Council,  Mr.  Robert  Maddison, 


2!£  1TT7ES   FROM  COURT 

factor,  a!.<<  Me^r?.  William  Bcnsxv  :ii:d  Francis  Gladwiii,  writers,  at  your 

ntered  into  by  those  gentlemen  to 
ar.d  returned  :o  us  bv  the  first  conveyance. 


v,x-  i::r,v  >en     cDVur.an::*  t-'»     e  e 


.C.     \Yi:  hci'c  aspoinied   Mr.   David  Penman,   a   cadet  in  the   artillery 
TOUT   otajli^liir^n:,   uhn  ha>  been,  well  recommended  to   us   for   his 
:io:is  a^  n:i  ciigincx-r.    He  i>  therefore  to  he  employed  either  in  the 
:ir:ii;crv  ">r  a?  liii  engineer,  in  ^ncli  manner  as  YOU  shall  find  most  suitable  to 


u::r  s^nicc  and  his  abilities. 


IMS.  V*"e  have  entertained  Thomas  Gardiner,  a  cadet,  also  for  vour 
artillery,  nnd  ;;s  he  has  served  above  three  years  as  such  in  the  royal  train, 
and  hat.  n:adc  it  great  proficiency  ia  his  studies  at  the  academy  at  Woolwich, 
lie  i>  :<>  be  appointed  a  practitioner  engineer  on  vour  establishment  when  a 

t.    1.  i  O  j 

- 


>. 


:9.    \Ve  are  come  to  a  resolution  to  receive  money  into  our  treasury 

here  of  such  persons  who  want  to  make  remittances  to  their  friends  in  the 
East  Indies,  and  to  grant  bills  of  exchange  for  the  amount  upon  our  respec- 
tue  Presidencies  ;  which  bills  will  under  our  direction  be  signed  from  time  to 
time  by  our  Secretary,  and  are  to  be  as  punctually  honoured  as  if  signed  bv 


110.  We  are  now  to  advise  you  that  we  have  accordingly  drawn 
upon  you  by  this  ship  the  following  set  of  bills  of  exchange  at  the 
rate  of  TWO  shillings  and  one  penny  for  the  current  rupee  and  at  thirty  davs 
siht  rfcf., 


One    sett    for    current   rupees    two    thousand      ^s-  &   Sterg. 

eight    hundred    and    eighty,    payable    to 
Mr.  Charles  Boughton  in  full  for  pounds  , 
sterling  three  hundred,  received  of  Mrs.  f   9^ 
Mary  Boughton  dated  the  20th  November      ~8b°  .......  30° 

1766. 

j 

III.  In  stating  accounts  with  the  owners  of  ship  Kent,  \ve  observe,  that 
a  large  quantity  of  woollen  goods  were  damaged  and  returned  by  you  to 
Captain  Milks,  who  disposed  of  them  as  usual.  By  which  means  a  large  sum 
of  the  Company's  money  remained  in  his  hands  without  any  premium.  To 
prevent  this  in  future,  we  would  have  you  pursue  the  method  practised  at 
Bombay  where  the  Import  Warehouse-keeper  doth  summon  a  committee  of 
black  merchants  to  survey  the  damage,  who  in  his  presence  and  the  presence 
ot  ihe  commander  of  the  ship  settle  the  number  of  yards  proper  to  be  charged 
on  each  piece  :  which  survey  being  put  into  writing,  is  signed  by  all  the  said 
persons,  and  being  annexed  to  the  Warehouse-Keeper's  report  of  the  damage 
and  short  delivery  is  laid  before  the  Governour  and  Council  :  afterwards  the 
Accountant  ot  the  settlement  states  an  account  of  all  the  goods  damaged  and 
short  deuvcred  by  the  ship  charging  them  at  the  invoice  price  with  the  advance 
Thereon  accordmg  to  charterparty,  copies  of  which  being  signed  by  him  and 

%  HP  arC  f  anSmitted  t0  US  t0  be  Char§ed  to  ihe  °™ers 

.    To  prevent  mustakes,  we  have  sent  in  this  packet  No.  23  a  copy 
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of  one  of  these  reports,  and  of  the  account,  which  states  the  damage  and  short 
delivery  as  a  form  to  be  observed  bv  vour  Accountant  in  future. 

*•  <r          * 

We  are, 
Your  loving  friends, 

Geo.    Dudley. Thos.   Rons  "Rob.   Tones-' 

+•    *  '  *J 

Cha.  Cutts/Fredk.  Pigou/Heny.  Savage/ 

J.    Purling  /  John    Harrison  /  Christr. 

Baron  /  Thos.    Saunders  /  Tos,    DuPre  / 
a  I  j 

J.  Creswicke/E.  H.   Cmttenden/ George 

Cuniing  /  John    Roberts  /  J.    Pardoe  / 
London,  Peter  Ducane  Tunr.   ,-'  Luke  Scrafton  <l? 

•J'  4  U 

21  November  1766.  Charles  Chambers  /  F.  \V.  Barrington  / 

[Per  Hector]  Echvd.    Wheler    /    George    Wombweli 


LETTER  DATED  21  NOVEMBER  1766 

Approve  of  Sykes's  settlement  of  revenues  and  the  account  produced — pay- 
ment of  qistbandi  by  landholders — jagirs  in  Bihar — Sykes  to  continue  as  Resi- 
dent of  Durbar — drain  of  treasure  from  Bengal — -inconvenience  caused  by  large 
sums  of  money  remitted  to  Europe  through  foreigners — proposal  for  farming  of 
Calcutta  lands — disapprove  letting  of  hinds  in  perpetuity  by  private  contract — 
residency  charges  in  Burdwan,  a  stigma  on  administration — corruption  among 
Company's  servants  in  carrying  on  inland  trade — apprehensive  of  corrupt  junior 
officers*  being  entrusted  with  responsible  tasks — resentment  of  Bengal  servants 
at  the  appointment  of  four  Councillors  from  Madras — extension  of  powers 

of  Select  Committee  to  correct  abuses — conduct  of  Messrs.  Leicester  and  Gray 

j  *  *  *> 

— Company  not  to  give  military  protection  to  Shah  Alam. 

OUR  President  and  Select  Committee  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  In  our  General  Letter  to  the  President  and  Council  bearing  even  date 
with  this,  we  have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  several  letters  received 
since  the  departure  of  the  Mercury  from  hence,  among  which  is  that  from 
you  of  the  30th  January  last  received  in  duplicate  by  the  ships  Grenville  and 
Kent,  upon  which  and  the  proceedings  accompanying  them,  we  shall  now  give 
you  our  thoughts  and  directions. 

2.  But  we  must  here  premise,  that  although  we  address  this  to  you  as 
our  Select  Committee,  the  orders,  directions  and  instructions  herein  contained 
are  to  be  duly  attended  to,  observed  and  obeyed  by  our  President  and  Council 
as  effectually  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  they  were  inserted  in  the  General 
Letter  to  them  ;  this,  however,  is  not  at  all  to  lessen  or  abate  in  any  respect  the 
powers  with  which  we  have  invested  you  as  our  Select  Committee. 


-j-Y,  LETTER  FROM  CQOIT 

M  *L4  ^   * 

t     I-  cci\cs  u?  verv  -rent  satisfaction  to  fad  that  an  experience  of  six 
_7u,  ^rCersfrrx-d  Vou  in  the  opinion  you  entertained  of  the  necessity 

!.\^'r^^C^c  lu,TT-"rr*?"'  steo<  von  had  taken  for  the  establishing  of  our 

(.l»1l.llliti-ii.t>t-'|ll-«-^-1'l-*iA-ill''A"'-  •     1  11        JT  " 

,+  ^,,-re*  ^  a  «olid  and  permanent  footing.  The  peace  with  all  foreign 
^rind  the  trar^ullltv  \uthln  the  provinces  afford  us  the  prospect  of 
"a/ins  vour  expectations  answered  and  we  rely  on  the  continuance  of  the 
xT--~ZL"d  ?rd  attend. >n  to  brins  this  great  work  to  perfection,  lour  expres- 
^V^rhH  rd^onduct  of  individuals  "hath  rendered  the  English  name  so 
ro[ou""i^at  we  are  no  lunger  secure  than  while  our  hands  are  armed  for  the 
dJfcnce  of  our  lives  and  property"  will  make  a  lasting  impression  on  us  but 
v,c  -ope  the  disapprobation  we  have  shewn  and  the  measures  we  are  taking 
^aiVt  those  who"  have  so  disgraced  the  English  name  in  the  eyes  of  the 
-a:hcs  tether  with  the  good^falth.  justice  and  moderation  which  we  have 
shewn  since  cur  new  acquisition  of  power,  will  by  degrees  efface  those  bad 
ideas  and  attach  the  natives  to  our  Government  from  a  thorough  conviction 
of  our  lenity,  justice,  and  power  to  protect  them. 


4.  We  are  verv  sensible  of  Mr.  Sykes's  merit  in  the  laborious  research 

he  has  made  into  the  revenues.    The  accounts  are  so  full  and  clear  as  we 
could  possibly  have  expected  from  so  short  a  view,  and  the  amount  shews  your 

expectations  to  have  been  well  founded. 

5.  The  account  of  the  revenues  seems  to  Include  the  land  only,  and  we  do 
not  find  one  head  of  customs  in  the  whole  accounts.    We  desire,  therefore,  to 
have  It  explained  to  us  under  what  form  they  are  included,  for  we  conceived 
they  were"  farmed  and  should  have  expected  to  have  found  the  farms  had 
formed  a  lie  ad  in  the  revenues.    An  examination  into  this  seems  the  more 
necessary  from  the  frauds  committed  by  the  Patchoidhah  at  Muxadavad,  and 
from  Cliittabroy's   having  omitted  to  account  as  King's  Dewan1  for   some 
revenues  and  customs  received  at  Patna,  as  appears  by  Mr.  Sykes  letter  entered 
after  vour  proceedings  of  the  5th  November  1765. 

»  ,*,  *W 

6.  We  apprehend  every  man  holding  land  in  this  account  of  the  revenues, 
stipulates  the  periods  at  which  he  will  pay  the  rents   which  you   call  his 
kisthundee  lor  monthly   payment;!  ;   although  It  would  be  an  endless  wort 
to  send  us  a  copy  of  each  man's  kistbundee  every  year,  yet  we  presume  our 
Resident  at  the  Durbar  inspects  It  and  has  formed  from  the  total  of  each 
man's  monthlv  pavment.  the  aggregate  sum  that  outfit  to  be  paid  each  month 

«i       jt         *  t--  *O          dCJ'  i*J  •*- 

into   the   treasury.    This   account   we   desire   mav   be   sent   that   in   case   of 

*"  " 

deficiencies  in  payment,  we  may  distinguish  in  what  month  such  deficiencies 

arose  and  to  whom  to  impute  the  neglect.  We  must  caution  you  to  be  very 
careful  not  to  change  the  names  of  the  districts  which  are  farmed  out.  If 
they  always  appear  under  the  same  head,  we  shall  more  easily  distinguish 
the  Increase  or  decrease  of  each  vear  ;  and  as  every  landholder's  account  must 

¥  tt 

be  made  out  at  the  poonak  ('the  clay  of  settling  the  yearly  account),  we  expect 
that  von  st-nd  us  each  man's  account  together  with  the  sum  he  agrees  to  pay 
for  the  ensuing  year,  distinguished  Into  former  balances  and  rents  of  the 
current  year,  the  whole  for  the  province  of  Bengal  would  not  be  more  than 
Six*  heads,  composed  of  the  sum  total  of  the  debit  of  the  former  year  ;  of  the 
year  then  closed,  the  credit  or  total  of  the  sum  paid  in  the  year  and  the  balance 

carried  to  the  next  vear  with  the  new  rent  fixed  for  the  new  year.    The  same 

,  .  -       i  _        ... 
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method  might  be  pursued  In  the  province  of  Eeliar  and  Purrunnia.     This  we 

recommend  to  be  carried  into  execution  if  practicable,  at  least  we  shall  expect 

very  satisfactory  reasons  whv  it  cannot, 

j  '  * 

7.  \Ve  are  very  much  pleased  with  the  reduction  of  the  expences  of  the 
province  of  Bahar ,  we  hope  the  same  will  take  place  in  the  Purrunnia  province : 
and  that  we  shall  by  your  care  and  attention  find  the   provincial  miliiarv 

,/  J  i-  ' 

expences  regulated  in  such  a  manner,  that  as  on  the  one  hand,  we  would 
not  have  the  provinces  labor  under  any  oppressive  difficulties  ;  on  the  other 
there  may  not  be  such  country  force  kept  up  as  may  be  attended  with  any 
danger,  or  ill-consequences  to  the  Company. 

8.  Although  the  jaghire  lands  form  a  very  considerable  deduction  of  our 
revenues  in  Bahar,  vet  we  would  not  have  those  resumed,  which  may  have 

*  * 

been  allotted  for  the  support  or  dignity  of  the  great  families,  or  faithful 
servants  of  the  Moeuls,  or  former  Subars  [sic] :  at  the  same  time  you  are  not  to 

CD  IL.  _i  rf 

admit  any  new  jaghire s  either  from  the  Mogul  or  the  Nabob  without  our 
express  permission  and  here  we  must  give  you  a  caution  to  guard  against 
favoritism.  The  instability  of  eastern  governments  has  commonly  been 
owing  to  the  treachery  of  their  military  commanders  or  the  trusting:  too  much 

O  <f  *  <— ' 

power  into  one  man's  hand.  The  reduction  of  the  country  force  and  GUI 
system  of  military  discipline  exempts  us  from  the  former,  but  we  may  be 
exposed  to  the  latter:  and  therefore  we  caution  you  against  any  partiality 
in  favor  of  particular  officers,  a  caution  that  occurs  to  us  from  what  we  wrote 
to  you  in  our  General  Letter  of  the  19th  February  last  paragraph  25  respecting 
Mahrmid  Reza  Cawn,  who  appeared  to  us  to  have  been  deficient  in  accounting 
for  the  revenues  of  the  Dacca  province,  and  now  it  appears  to  us  that  Chitabroy 
has  presumed  on  the  favor  shewn  him  in  his  conduct  as  mentioned  in  the 
5th  paragraph  of  this  letter. 

9.  We  have  been  very  full  in  our  sentiments  on  the  office  of  the  Resident 

j 

at  the  Durbar  in  our  letters  of  the  24th  December  1765  and  17th  May  1766. 
We  are  very  glad  to  see  that  important  charge  so  ably  conducted  and  we  direct 
that  Mr.  Sykes  continue  in  that  office  as  long  as  his  conduct  merits  your 
approbation.  We  observe  that  Mr.  Sykes  has  also  charged  the  factory  at 
Cossimbuzar.  We  apprehend  the  attention  to  so  large  an  investment  as  is 
made  at  that  factory  will  take  him  off  from  the  more  important  objects  of 
his  office  of  Resident  at  the  Durbar  ;  if  you  find  our  conjecture  well  grounded 
we  recommend  it  to  you,  to  appoint  one  of  the  other  members  of  the  Council 
to  that  chief  ship  that  the  Resident  at  the  Durbar  may  apply  himself  solely 
to  the  superintendancy  of  the  revenues. 

10.  We  are  equally  sensible  with  you  of  the  inconveniencies  apprehended 
from  the  annual  export  of  treasure:   though  we  think  the  danger  yet  distant 
when  we  reflect  on  the  great  sums  that  used  to  be  sent  annually  to  Delhi, 
not  less  than  a  crore  of  rupees  besides  the  rents  of  jaghires  held  by  the  great 
men  at  court  and  presents  from  the  Soubah  and  crown  officers  also  the  great 
hoards  of  money  that  used  to  be  secretly  laid  up,  and  often  buried  and  lost 
through  fear  of  the  rapacity  of  the  government  (for  which  we  pursuacle  our- 
selves they  will  have  no  cause  under  our  administration),  but  more  than  all 
the  great  drain  from  the  Bengal  provinces  by  the  number  of  foreign  troops 
which  used  to  be  hired  from  distant  parts  and  carried  away  annually  large 
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y^iriF  \\hich  they  received,  for  their  pay.  We  hope  these  drains  of 
treasure  being  stopped  will  be  more  than  equivalent  to  the  loss  the  pro- 
vinces sustain  from  die  want  or  our  usual  supply  of  bullion  or  the  decrease  of 

foreign  trade. 

11.  \Yc  hope  the  method  we  point  out  in  our  General  Letter  of  this  date 
fur  receiving  money  into  our  treasury  will  in  some  measure  take  off  the  large 

t —  ir  «  C? 

sums  which  are  v*  anted  to  be  at  present  remitted  home  and  prevent  their 

going  into  the  hands  of  the  foreign  companies,  who  then  must  send  their 
usual  annual  supply  of  bullion  for  the  purchase  of  their  investments  ;  and 
those,  together  with  the  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  Beneal  with  all  foreign 

o  o  o 

parts  and  all  the  neighbouring  provinces  (though  perhaps  not  so  great  as 
formerly],  will  \\e  hope  keep  the  danger  of  a  deficiency  of  specie  yet  at  a 
distance  and  give  us  time  to  form  measures  to  provide  against  so  great  an 

evil. 

12.  From  the  vast  amount  of  the  money  due  on  bonds,  a  very  great  part 
of  which  appears  to  be  English  property,  and  much  of  it  belonging  to  the 
estates  of  deceased  persons,  we  suppose  considerable  sums  are  ready  to  be 
remitted  to  Europe  and  very  great  inconveniences  are  likely  to  result  from 
it  every  way.    Although  there  is  no  part  of  your  conduct  that  gives  us  more 
satisfaction  than  your  having  limited  the  remittances  to  so  small  a  sum  by  the 
ships  Greircille  and  Keni,  in  which  you  have  shewn  a  proper  regard  to  the 
Company's  interest,  who  could  not  possibly  have  answered  draughts  if  they 
had  been  much  further  extended.    On  the  other  hand  great  inconveniences 
have  resulted  from  the  large  sums  paid  into  the  hands  of  foreigners  by  which 
they  have  enlarged  their  investments,  rivalled  us  in  the  markets  in 'Europe 
and  have  been  enabled  to  make  an  early  provision  for  the  following  year. 
Considering  the  detriment  the  Company"  may  suffer  in  their  trade  by' this 
£Lo\\  of  money  into  foreign  hands,  who  would 'other  wise  be  obliged  to  import 
treasure  into  the  province,  we  are  come  to  a  resolution  to  allow  money  to  be 
paid  into  the  Company's  cash  for  draughts  upon  us  to  as  large  an  amount 
as  we  think  reasonable  with  respect  to  the  remitters  and  consistent  with  the 
Company's  interest,  for  the  particulars  of  which  we  refer  you  to  our  before- 
mentioned  General  Letter. 

13.  We  very  much  approve  of  the  several  regulations  you  have  made 
tor  the  reduction  of  our  enormous  military  expences  and  we  make  no  doubt 
mey  will  before  this  reaches  your  hands  'have  been  effectually  carried  into 

execution. 

14.  We  are  well  pleased  to  rem  jk  your  attention  to  our  orders  in  cailine 
d-jwn  the  free  merchants  :  their  proper  employment  is  in  the  sea  service  as 
captains   and  supra  cargoes   in   the   country   trade  or   settled   as   merchants 
at  Calcutta   and   if  hereafter  we  find  any   infringement  of   our   orders   in 
tins  respect    we  shall  assuredly  send  for  "them  home  and  testify  our  dis- 
pieasure  at  those  who  have  protected  them  or  permitted  them  to'eo  up  the 
country.    \\  e   are   determined   to   have  as   few  Europeans   as   possible   dis- 
persed  about    the   country.    You    are    to    keep    to    the    spirit    of   this    our 
resolution   as   much    as   possible   for   we   have    the    strongest   sense    of   the 

^   SUfeed   fr°m  h^   E^-   -rcising   an 
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15.  Your  proceedings  in  the  affair  of  the  Calcutta  lands1  are  far  from 
being;  clear   or   satisf  actorv  :    in   Consultation   28   October,   the   proposals   for 

C?  j  1  j. 

farming  the  land  for  three  years  are  first  made  and  the 

p.  12  Select  Com.    further  consideration  thereof  appears  to  be  postponed  tc 
Lre.  ol  Tany.  .  rr  K  .    r 

your  next  meeting  in  consequence  ot  an   opinion   ottered 

*  O  A  a. 

bv   Mr.  Verelst  that  It  would  be  more   eligible   to   let  them   as   talooks   ur 

*  o 

perpetuities.  The  subject  is  accordingly  resumed  at  your  next  Consultation 
on  the  4th  November  and  without  any  explanation  of  your  motives  it  is 
resolved  to  let  the  lands  to  the  persons  and  upon  the  terms  proposed  which 
proposal  was  for  three  years.  Nevertheless  it  appears  from  the  tenor  of  the 
petition  delivered  by  those  farmers  to  the  Committee  on  the  3rd  of  December 
following,  that  the  aumeelnammaes3  or  deeds  of  possession  were  made  perpetual 
for  which  there  appears  no  authority  on  the  face  of  your  proceedings  and 
Mr.  Sumner  remarks  in  Committee  the  3rd  December,  that  the  petition  of 
the  present  farmers  to  hold  the  lands  for  three  years  was  presented  to  the 
Council  before  their  resolution  in  favor  of  taluckdarries  was  made  known  to 
the  farmers  ;  which  seems  to  imply  that  such,  a  resolution  had  been  taken 
although  we  do  not  find  throughout  the  whole  of  this  affair  more  than  Mr. 
Verelst's  single  opinion  in  favor  of  taluckdarries. 

16.  The  letting  the  lands  even  for  three  years  by  private  contract  was 
against  the  spirit  of  our  orders,  but  the  letting  them  for  a  perpetuity  by  private 
contract  was  a  measure  we  cannot  account  for.    When  we  express  our  dis- 
approbation of  proceeding  by  private  contract,  we  do  not  by  a  public  contract 
mean  a  public  sale  or  auction,  but  a  public  notice  fixing  a  day  on  which 
proposals  will  be  received:  we  therefore  disapprove  of  your  having  proceeded 
by  private  contract,  in  an  affair  of  such  importance  nor  can  we  be  silent  on 
the  want  of  attention  in  the  members  of  the  Council  who  pass  the  whole  of 
this  important  transaction  in  their   above  quoted  short  minute  of  the  4th 
November.     Thus  by  the  irregularity  of  your  proceeding  by  private  contract 
you  give   offence  to  many  considerable  people,  who  were  desirous   to  have 
farmed  the  lands  for  a  greater  rent  and  by   inattention   you  expose  your 
grants  to  be  reversed  in  a  few  days  after  they  are  made, 

17.  Although  we  approve  and  have  repeatedly  recommended  the  letting 
the   lands  on  long,  leases   after   the  value  is   nearly   ascertained,   yet   much 
stronger  reasons  must  be  given  than  have  yet  appeared  before  we  approve  the 
granting  them  in  perpetuity.     We  desire  you  will  make  the  great  expences 
on  these  collections  the  object  of  your  particular  attention. 

18.  Mr.  Verelst  stands  very  high  in  our  opinion  for  his  judgment  and 
integrity  in  bringing  to  light  the  great  and  secret  frauds  committed  in  the 
Midnapore  collections  ;  when  we  reflect  on  this  transaction  and  on  the  great 
sum  charged  under  the  head  of  residency  in  the  Burdwan  province,  with  all 
the  circumstances  attending  them,  these  alone  will  for  ever  stigmatize  the 
administrations  under  which  such  transactions  passed  and  declare  them  corrupt 
in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

19.  We  find  in  the  Burdwan  accounts  the  Committee  of  Lands  and  the 
President  and  Council  who  passed  them  never  required  as  it  was  their  duty 
to  have  done  an  explanation  of  the  enormous  sum  passed  under  the  head  of 
charges  residency  so  that  successive  governments  and  councils  winked  at  this 
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abuse,  and  In  the  present  case  many  members  of  the  board  had  passed  through 
the  office  of  chief  of  Midnapore  'each  treacling  in  the  corrupt  steps  of  his 
predecessor  ;  and  by  Mr.  Waits'  letter  entered  on  your  proceedings  of  the 
20 ih  January,  it  appears  that  these  things  were  no  secret  to  the  Governor  and 
Council,  nor  even  to  die  public.  We  direct  you  to  demand  the  sums  of  which 
we  have  been  thus  shamefully  defrauded  from  Air.  Watts  and  such  of  our 
servants  as  have  been  guilty  of  the  like  practice  and  that  you  send  us  over 
everv  thing  that  can  tend  to  a  legal  proof  of  such  sums  having  been  taken,  it 
beino-  our  resolution  to  demand  the  same  of  such  of  our  servants  as  have 
returned  to  England  and  to  prosecute  them  for  the  recovery  of  the  same  if 
they  refuse  our  just  demand. 

20.  The  argument  you  offer  in  extenuation  of  Mr.  Watts'  conduct  of 
his  having  been  corrupted  by  the   example  of  his  predecessors,   cannot  be 
admitted  by  us  and  we  therefore  direct  that  Mr.  Hugh  Watts  be  immediately 
dismissed  from  the  Company's  service  and  be  sent  home  by  one  of  the  first 
conveyances  that  offers. 

*  » 

21.  At  the  same  time  that  we  assure  Mr.  Verelst  of  the  high  sense  we 
entertain  of  his  upright  conduct  in  the  bringing  to  light  these  fraudulent 
practices  in  the  province  of  Midnapore  and  adding  so  greatly  to  our  revenue, 
we  would  also  have  you  assure  Mr.  Graham  that  he  suffers  no  imputation 
on  this  account  and  that  we  regard  him  as  a  valuble  servant. 

22.  Our  letters  for  these  two  years  past  sufficiently  testify  how  entirely 
we  a^ree  with  you  in  your  opinion  of  the  corruption  and  licentiousness  of  our 
servants.    The  "horrible  abuses  committed  in  the  carrying  on  the  inland  trade, 
the   vast   sums    extorted   for    restitution    and   for    donations,    the    contempt 
and  violation  of  our  most  positive  orders,  and  lastly  the  glaring  frauds  known 
and  connived  at  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues  at  Burdwan  and  Midnapore 
amply  justify  your  opinion  that  all  ranks  are  tainted  with  it,  and  we  readily 
conceive  the  difficulty  you  were  under  how  to  nil  up  the  Council.    Peace  and 
tranquility  could  not  be  said  to  be  firmly  established  while  so  factious  and 
licentious  a  spirit  prevailed  and  you  therefore  did  well  to  extend  the  cons- 
truction of  those  words  to  an  act  so  essentially  necessary  as  the  calling  down 
the  four  gentlemen  from.  Madras. 

23.  We  are  convinced  the  gentlemen  who  agreed  in  this  measure  were 
actuated  by  the  warmest  zeal  for  our  interest  but  hope  no  such  necessity 
will  ever  occur  again,  we  do  not  mean  that  it  shall  be  established  as  a  precedent 
for  future  times:   reserving  the  regulation  and  appointment  of  our  servants 

to  ourselves. 

24.  Although  we  are  far  from  entertaining  an  opinion  that  the  state  o£ 
our  service  is  such  that  there  are  none  worthy  of  encouragement  yet  when 
we  consider  the  bad  examples  under  which  our  junior  servants  have  been 
trained,  the  baneful  nptions  they  entertain  of  unlimited  right  of  trade  and 
power    over    the    natives,    their    wild    ideas    of    independance,    the    riotous 
expensive  manner  in  which  we  hear  they  live,  we  cannot  but  be   anxious 
when  we  reflect  on  the  important  charges  they  are  hereafter  to  be  trusted 
with.    We  therefore  do  call  upon  you  in  the  most  solemn  manner  on  the 
duty  you  owe  to  the  Company  to  point  out  to  us  those  of  our  servants  as  low 


as  the  factors  who  arc  worthy  of  promotion  and  that  von  do  this  free  from  aL 
pur  dally  and  according  to  the  best"  cf  vcur  judgment.  We  saw  the  necessity 
of  this  measure  so  strong!  v  at  the  time  of  our  despatches  to  von  per  Mercury 

Or  JL  f  JL  - 

that  we  then  directed  Messrs.  Russell,  Aldersly  and  Kelsall  to  proceed  from 
Fcrt  St.  George  to  your  Presidency  and  now  confirm  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Fiover3  to  the  station  you  have  called  him  to  and  direct  that  he  rank 

*  ^ 

between  Mr.  Kelsail  and  Mr.  Campbell  and  after  these  gentlemen  you  will 
ob:erve  the  directions  laid  down  in  our  last  letter  for  filling  up  the  vacancies 
la  Council. 

25.    We    have    received    die    remonstrance    from    our    servants    at    vour 

j 

Presidency   on   the   occasion  of  calling   down   the   gentlemen   from  Fort  St. 

*  O  O 

George.  Had  they  confined  themselves  to  that  appeal  to  their  masters  in  a 
case  wherein  they  thought  themselves  injured,  we  should  have  thought  it 
neither  unbecoming  nor  inconsistent  with  the  rules  of  our  service,  but  when 
they  presume  to  form  combinations  to  Insult  Government,  they  give  the  fullest 
confirmation  of  the  propriety  of  the  very  measure  they  complain  of  for  there 
cannot  be  a  stronger  proof  of  a  general  licentiousness  than  such  a  combination 
denotes.  The  retusal  of  Air.  Majendie  to  reply  to  the  questions  relative  to 
the  indignities  intended  to  be  offered  the  President  to  the  Committee,  and  to 
die  gentlemen  then  expected  from  Fort  St.  George,  clearly  Indicates  the  truth 
of  the  charge.  How  far  we-  mav  be  influenced  bv  the  favorable  mention  Lord 

**-'  (*  * 

Clive  makes  of  him  in  his  letter  to  us  will  depend  on  his  behaviour  when  he 
arrives.  This  subject  is  treated  at  large  in  the  Public  Letter,  so  we  shall  here 
only  add,  that  we  shall  never  think  the  great  end  of  permancy  [sic]  to  our 
acquisitions,  for  v»hich  v.  c  have  vested  you  with  such  ample  powers  is 
obtained,  till  YOU  hire  established  that  subordination  amon^  our  servants 

«  o 

so  essentially  necessary  in  all  well  regulated  governments  but  more  parti- 
cular! v  at  a  juncture  when  the  cxannle  of  disunion  anions:  yourselves, 

.  J  i.  O        «<  J 

niav  tend  to  depreciate  the  dieniry  of  our  Government  in  the  eves  of  the 

J  j.  C?  t  * 

natives. 

25.  And  here  we  cannot  help  expressing  our  concern  that  in  such  an 
important  affair  as  restoring  order  and  subordination  among  our  servants, 
that  there  v.as  a  want  o£  unanimity.  We  were  in  expectation  that  Mr. 
Sumner  would  have  heartily  seconded  Lord  Clive  in  his  salutary  endeavors 
for  that  purpose.  Judge  then  of  our  surprize  In  finding  that  gentleman's 
opposition  to  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Majendie  and  to  the  depriving  those 
junior  servants  of  di:s.uks  vJio  had  so  notoriously  misbehaved. 

21.  We  do  not  wonder  that  gentlemen  who  in  the  high  stations  tney 
have  passed  through  have  themselves  set  those  examples  of  licentiousness  and 
corruption  on  which  the  measure  cf  catling  down  the  gentlemen  from  Madras 
v,  as  iounded,  should  be  ferw.ird  in  te^t'fVine  their  d,sa D probation  :  yet  their 

*  IO  4     AI  *  *• 

joining  in  such  a  remonstrance  (they  who  were  not  injured  by  it)  sets  the 
weakness  of  their  judgment  in  a  very  stre-ng  light.  Mr.  PI[a]yde!i  is  already 
dismissed  our  service  for  his  corrupt  conduct  on  the  succession  of  the  present 

Soub:ih. 

23.    With  rcsirct  to  Mr.  Maivlot  we  find  a  charge  against  him  bv  Mr. 

o         o  . 

Bolts  in  his  letter  from  Benaris  dated  the  1 2th  August  1765  of  his  havine  held 

*-> 

the  orlice  of  mint  master  which  he  had  obtained  bv  earnest  solicitation  from 

<* 
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the  Kine,  and  we  see  lie  acknowledges  the  fact  In  his  letter  to  you  the  1st 

o  *—'  J 

October  1765  In  which  lie  offers  to  refund  the  profits  he  had  made  on  the 
Conroanv's  money  coined  in  his  mini.  His  accepting  an  office  by  which  he 
becomes  accountable  to  another  power  is  so  unconstitutional,  repugnant 
to  the  nature  of  our  service,  and  a  violation  of  the  orders  on  your  Consul- 
tations of  the  13th  May  1762  and  5th  of  March  1763  and  4th  January  176-1 
that  we  cannot  overlook  it.  However  as  this  affair  was  under  your  con- 
sideration, we  shall  defer  our  further  censure  until  we  receive  the  result  of 
your  enquiry. 

29.  This  Is  one  among  the  many  instances  of  the  great  deviation  from  all 
the  established  rules  of  our  service.     Another  violation  of  all  former  customs 
attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences   appears   very  frequently   in  the 
course  of  your  proceedings,  we  mean  the  correspondence  carried  on  with  the 
Government's    officers    indiscriminately    by    all    ranks    of    our    servants.    We 

*  »> 

remark  with  pleasure  the  regulation  you  have  established  on  this  subject. 
We  expect  you  to  be  very  attentive  to  a  strict  compliance  therewith  and  that 
you  immediately  suspend  or  dismiss  any  of  our  servants  that  break  through 

them. 

30.  We  recommend  it  to  you  to  put  the  most  extensive  construction  on 
the  powers  we  have  vested  in  you  to  correct  all  abuses.     It  is  impossible  for  us 
to  point  out  remedies  for  malversations  that  have  been  hitherto  unheard  of. 
The  covenants  guard  against  donations  ;  the  9th  para  of  our  letter  to  you  of 
the    17th    May    last    forbids    the    holding    of    farms  ;    the    48th    paragraph 
of  the  General  Letter  of  that  date  forbids  the  lending  money  to  the  natives 
at    more    than    12    per    cent    interest,    and    we    now    make    it    a    standing 
order,  that  no  servant  of  the  Company  nor  Englishman  residing  under  their 
protection  shall  hold  any  post,  office,  or  employ  under  any  country  power 
whatever, 

31.  We  condemn  in  the  strongest  manner  that  spirit  of  cavilling  and 
declamation  which  appears  throughout  Mr.  Leycester's  minutes'1  :  we  disapprove 
the  obstacles  lie  raised  to  every  proposal  tending  to   a  reformation  in  our 
service,  and  lie  who  had  experienced  the  lenity   of  the  Committee   in   not 

^  —  * 

suspending  him  for  his  conduct  in  the  deputation,  was  one  of  the  last  who 
ought  to  have  charged  the  President  and  General  Carnac  with  a  design  to 
subvert  the  civil  power  by  military  force.  We  therefore  very  much  approve 

your  suspending  him  the  service. 


3 


2.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Gray5  the  spirit  of  faction  and  cavil  which  we 
have  already  censured  in  Mr.  Leycester  appears  equally  strong  in  him,  and 
in  both  would  have  incurred  from  us  the  warmest  reprehension  ;  for  although 
we  are  well  pleased  to  find  a  freedom  of  sentiment  prevail  in  our  Councils 
and  the  ^articular  opinions  of  the  members  entered  on  points  of  importance 
such  as  indeed  did  occur  in  the  course  of  your  proceedings,  we  shall  never  fail 
to  shew  a  proper  resentment  of  such  dissents  wherein  the  passions  evidently 
appear  to  have  the  ascendant  of  reason  and  candour.  In  the  case  of  Mr. 
Gray  the  charges  of  extortion  brought  against  him  are  in  themselves  such  as 
would  have  covered  with  shame  and  confusion  any  man  who  had  not  lost 
all  sense  of  honour  and  principle;  his  resignation  put  it  out  of  your 
power  to  pass  that  censure  on  his  conduct  which  it  deserved,  and  we  are 
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sorry  that  he  could  not  be  immediately  compelled  to  make  restitution  of 
such  sums  at  least  as  are  proved  to  have  come  to  his  hands  bv  such  unjust 
means. 

33.  We  are  verv  elad  to  find  YOU  continue  on  friendlv  terms  with  Suia 

c1  •<  '  i 

Dowla,  and  we  flatter  oursehcs  the  regard  von   shew  in  relaxing   from   the 

O1  *  l-— • 

letter  of  the  treaty  with  him  respecting  the  time  stipulated  for  the  payment 
of  the  monev  due  to  us  will  have  a  ^ood  effect  ;  we  wish  YOU  to  inculcate 

o 

in  Suja  Dowla  the  idea  that  we  have  no  views  of  extending  our  possessions, 
no  interest  that  can  clash  with  his,  and  that  fidelity  in  our  mutual  enslavement 

^  t_,      c_- 

must  eive  strength  to  both  and  be  productive  of  mutual  harmony  between  the 

o  o  1 

Company  and  him. 

34.  We  cannot  but  be  anxious  for  the  continuance  of  Colonel  Smith's 
brigade  at  Illahabad.    We  hope  you  recalled  that  detachment  before  the  rains 
set  in  ;  we  cannot  admit  their  being  kept  there  as  a  protection  to  the  King's 
person.     Our  engagements  extend  no  further  than  the  payment  of  the  sums 
stipulated  by  the  treaty;  his  revenues  must  furnish  him  \\ith  the  means  of 
defending  himself,  and  we  highly  approve  you[r]  discouraging  his  attempts  on 
Delhi  and  we  positively  direct  that  you  do  not  on  any  pretence  whatsoever 
support  him  in  such  a  measure. 

35.  We  should  be  s;!ad  to  hear  vour   negotiations  with   the  Mharattas 

O  .  o 

succeed.  In  our  letter  of  the  24th  December  1765,  \\e  directed  you  to  give  us 
the  best  plan  you  could  of  the  Bengal  frontier  on  the  Orissa  side,  we  hope  to 
receive  it  by  the  next  years  ship^s. 

36.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  we  highly  approve  your  conduct 
in  general  and  we  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  persevere  in  the  same 
zealous  attention  to  our  interest. 

37.  If  the  presence  of  any  of  the  members  of  the  Select  Committee  can 
at  any  time  be  dispensed  with,  \vc  have  no  objection  to  their  being  employed 
in  the  chiefships  of  such  subordinate  factories  as  their  rank  may  entitle  them 
to,  provided  it  shall  appear  to  you  compatible  with  the  Company's  interest,  and 
that  there  shall  at  all  times  be  three  members  on  the  spot. 

We  are, 
Your  loving  friends. 

Geo.  Dudley  /  Thos.  Rous  /  Eob.  Jones  / 
Chas.  Cutts/Fred.  Pigou/Hen.  Savage/ 
J.  Purling/Jno.  Harrison/Christ.  Baron/ 
Thos.  Saunders  /  Jos.  DuPre  /  J.  Cres- 
wicke/E.  H.  Cruttenden/Geo.  Cuming/ 
London,  Tno.  Roberts  /  I.  Pardoe  /  Peter  DuCane 

*J  i     Jf  / 

21  November  1766.  Jr. /Luke    Scraf ton/Charles    Chambers/ 

[Per  Hector,  Lord  Holland  F.  W.  Barrington  /Edwd.  Wheler  /  Geo. 

and  Latham]  Wombwell. 
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State  of  Company's  affairs  to  be  discussed  in  Parliament — unjust  and 
oppressive  conduct  of  the  servants — Circe's  intended  tour  of  all  provinces — Jiope 
for  his  further  stay  of  one  year  in  Bengal. 

J.  O  the  Right  Honourable  Robert  Lord  Clive,  Baron  cf  Flassey,  Knight  cf 
the  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Bath,  President  and  Governor  of  Fort 
William  in  Bengal. 

My  Lord, 

1.  We  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  by  the  Grenville  and  Kent 
which  confirm  us  in  the  favorable  opinion  \ve  had  entertained  of  the  measures 

taken  by  your  Lordship  and  the  Select  Committee  for  establishing  our  affairs 

in  Bengal  on  an  advantageous  and  permanent  footing. 

2.  We  are  thoroughly  sensible  how  irksome  it  must  be  to  struggle  against 
the  corruption  and  licentiousness  of  almost  a  whole  settlement.    We  pursuade 
ourselves  the  powers  vested  in  your  Lordship  jointly  with  the  Select  Committee 
by  our  letter  per  Mercury  \\ill  have  facilitated  the  task  of  reformation,  and 
put  into  your  Lordship's  power  to  establish  such  a  system  of  economy  and 

subordination  as  can  neither  be  shaken  by  the  combination  of  many  nor  the 

**  j 

designs  of  any  one  man  in  our  service. 

3.  Our  letters  per  Mercury  and  by  die  present  dispatch  will  convince  your 
Lordship  that  your  zealous  endeavours  for  the  Company's  welfare  will  meet 
with  the    firmest  support  from  us. 

4.  We  saw  the  necessity  of  appointing  some  of  our  senior  servants  from 
Fort  St.  George  by  our  last  despatch  and  we  have  now  confirmed  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Floyer  to  your  establishment  and  hope  with  the  assistance  of 
those  gentlemen  your  Lordship  will  be  able  to  reduce  every  department  in  our 

service  under  proper  regulations. 

5.  We  received  notice  in  September  last  from  His  Majesty's  ministers 
that  it  was  probable  the  state  of  the  Company's  affairs  would  be  called  for  in 
Parliament  this  session;  when  it  is  likely  the  unjust  and  oppressive  conduct 
of  our  servants  will  become  the  object  of  their  attention.    We  are  proceeding 
in  that  duty  we  owe  to  the  Company  and  to  the  national  honour  in  calling 
those  servants  who  are  come  home  to  an  account,  who  have  been  guilty  of 
frauds,  oppression  and  extortion.    A  bill  is  akeady  filed  in  Chancery  against 
Mr.  Johnstone  and  others  are  preparing  as  well  for  the  sums  taken  from  the 
young  Nabob,  as  for  the  frauds  committed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues 
of  Burdwan  and  JeUasore,  and  Midnapore. 

6.  We  hope  these  proceedings  will  awaken  our  servants  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty  and  convince  them  that  how  much  so  ever  the  too  frequent  practice 
of  such  criminalities  may  have  familiarized  them  to  their  minds,  we  hold 
them  in  abhorrence  and  shall  constantly  bring  the  actors  in  them  to  a  public 
account. 
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7.  We  observe  with  great  pleasure  your  Lordship's  intention  of  making 
the  tour  of  the  provinces :  we  pursuade  ourselves  It  will  very  much  tend  to 
conciliate  the  minds  of  the  people  to  our  administration   and  will  furnish 
your  Lordship  with  that  local  knowledge  and  experience  which  is  so  necessary 
to  understand  the  separate  interest  of  each  province,  and  to  form  a  iiidgment 
of  the  conduct  of  the  administration  at  the  capital. 

8.  In  our  letters  to  your  Lordship  of  the  2nd  and  17th  of  May  last  we 
represented   the  great  importance  of  your  Lordship's   continuing  in  Bengal 
until  the   great   affairs  which  required   your   presence   were   settled   upon   a 
permanent  footing  ;  we  now  repeat  our  request  and  pursuade  ourselves  of  your 
Lordship's  cheerful  concurrence. 

We  are, 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  loving  friends, 
J.  Creswicke  /  E.  H.  Cruttenden  /  Geo. 
Cuming  /  Jno.  Roberts  /  J.  Pardoe  / 
Peter  DuCane  Jr.  /  Luke  Scrafton  / 
Charles  Chambers  /  F.  W.  Barrington  / 
Edwd.  Wheler/Geo.  Wombwell  /  Geo. 
Dudley  /  Trios.  Rons  /  Rob.  Jones  / 

London,  Chas.     Cutts  /  Freak.     Pigou  /  Heny. 

the  2 1st  November,  1765.  Savage  /  J.     Pur'ing  /  Christr.     Baron/ 

[Per  Hector,  Lord  Holland  Jos.    DuPre  /  Jno.     Harrison  /  Thos. 

and  Latham]  Saunders. 
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LETTER  DATED  24  NOVEMBER  1766 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

[1.]  I  have  the  pleasure  cf  acquainting  you  by  order  of  the  gentlemen  in 
the  direction,  with  the  safe  arrival  at  Plymouth  on  the  21st  instant  of  the  ship 
Admiral  Watson  with  your  advices  of  the  24th  March  last,  Captain  Money 
having  put  into  that  port  for  the  recovery  of  his  sickness. 

[2.]  Although  it  appears  from  the  Master  Attendant's  letter  that  the 
Ponsborne  was  to  be  despatched  the  10th  of  April,  two  days  after  the  Admiral 
Watson,  yet  as  the  former  had  not  reached  St.  Helena  the  26th  September  when 
the  latter  sailed  from  thence  with  the  Harcoitrt  (not  yet  arrived),  it  is  doubted 
whether  that  ship  would  gain  her  passage. 

[3.]  The  Admiral  Watson  and  Har court  left  no  ship  at  the  St.  Helena,  but 
the  Asia  was  early  expected. 


East  India  House,  London, 
the  24th  November,  1765. 


I  am  very  respectfully, 

My  lord  and  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

R.  J.,  Secy. 
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LETTER  DATED  19  DECEMBER  1766 

Parliamentary  enquiry  into  Company's  affairs  —  appointment  of  a  committee 

of  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  purpose. 

UR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  William  In  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  General  Letter  dated  the  21st  November  and  letter  to  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  same  date  were  transmitted  by  the  ship  Hector  which 
having  passed  her  destined  port  of  St.  Hellcns  and  afterwards  received  the 
packets  and  passengers  off  the  Isle  of  Wight  proceeded  on  her  voyage  the  1st 
Instant,  the  Lord  Holland  and  Latham  carried  other  transcripts  of  those  letters, 
and  sailed  on  their  voyages  the  16th  instant  from  the  Downes. 

2.  This  letter  goes  by  the  ships   Calcutta,   and   Triton   and  Houghton, 
the  transcripts  by  the  two  latter  will  be  dispatched  to  you  from  Fort  St.  George' 
To    the    Calcutta's   Invoices    and    bills    of   lading    you    are    referred   for    the 

consignments  as  well  from  hence  as  Madeira. 

3.  Under  the  21st  November  last  you  were  informed  of  our  expectations 
of  a  parliamentary  enquiry  into  the  Company's  affairs  ;  the  Hon'ble  the  House 
of  Commons  accordingly  on  the  25th  of  that  month  came  to  a  resolution  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  enquire  into  the  state  and  condition 
of  the  East  India  Company,  and  to  resolve  the  House  Into  a  committee  thereon 
the  9th  instant,  on  which  day  It  was  ordered  by  the  House  that  there  be  laid 
before  them  copies  of  the  letters  patent  granted  to  the  Company  the   14th 
January  175S,  copies  of  all  treaties  with  and  grants  from  any  of  the  country 
powers  from  the  year  1756  to  the  year  1766  both  years  inclusive,  together  with 
all  letters  or  extracts  of  letters  or  correspondence  between   the  East  India 
Company  and  their  officers  or  servants  in  India  relative  thereto  ;  also  a  state 
of  the  revenue  In  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orixa  or  elsewhere  in  India  according 
to  the  best  accounts  before  and  since  the  grants  of  the  dewannees.     It  wa* 
also  ordered  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  all  expences 
incurred  by  the  Government  on  account  of  the  East  India  Company  for  the 
above  mentioned  period,,  and  it  was  resolved  to  address  His  Majesty  that  there 
be  laid  before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  petition  of  the  East  India  Company 
to  His  Late  Majesty  in  the  year  1757  together  with  copies  of  the  opinions  of 
His   Majesty  s   Advocate   General,    Attorney   General   and   Solicitor   General 
thereupon  ;  the  compliance  with  the  last  order  and  resolution,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  depends  on  the  officers  of  the  Crown.    And  it  was  further  resolved 

S    9?!i  ?°USe  ShouM  reS°lve  ltSelf  int°  a  com^ttee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  22nd  January  next  to  enquire  into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Company. 

4.    The   necessary   preparations   for   paying   the    due    obedience    to    the 
above  mentioned  orders  on  our  part  with  the  collection  of  the  materials  proper 

lUpP°rt  °f  the  G°mPan?  and  on  the  ma*Y  other  important 
m  ^  COUI,Se  °f  the  enqUlry  f  aU  Under  the  Consideration  of 
"  ^  tksuncturc  en§^e  our  time  and  attention  that 


t  ,  ceS  °f  ?™  transactions, 

the  course  of  last  season.,  must  be  deferred  until  a  future  dispatch 
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5.    \Ve   are  now   to   advise   vou   that  in   consequence   of  the   resolution 

t 

mentioned  in  our  General  Letter  of  the  21st  November  last,  we  have  drawn 
upon  you  by  the  Calcutta,  the  following  setts  of  bills  of  exchange  at  the  rate 
of  two  shillings  and  one  penny  for  the  current  riiDee  and  at  thirty  days 


sight. 


One  sett  for  current  rupees  five  thousand  seven" 
hundred  and  sixty  payable  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Sheeles    in    full   for    pounds    sterling    six  ^ 
hundred  received  of  Airs.  Ann  Elizabeth  | 
Sheeles  dated  the  4th  December  1766  i 

One  sett  for  current  rupees  five  thousand  and1 
forty  payable  to  William  Holland  or  ; 
George  Vansittart  in  full  for  pounds  ster-  ] 
ling  five  hundred  and  twenty  five  received 
of  Frances  Fowlk  dated  15th  Deer.  1766 

One  set  for  current  rupees  four  thousand  eight 
hundred    payable    to    James    Alexander 
Esqr.  for  the  use  of  Matthew  Davie  in  full  j 
for  pounds  sterling  five  hundred  received  f 
of  the  Revd.  Mr.  Joseph  Davie  dated  16th  . 
December  1766  j 

One  sett  for  current  rupees  nine  hundred  and"" 
sixty  payable  to  Adani  Dawson  in  full  for  - 
pounds  sterling  one  hundred  received  of 
Thomas  Saunders  Esqr.  dated  18th  Decem- 
ber 1766 

One  sett  for  current -rupees  two  thousand  four  1 

hundred  payable  to  Richd.  Becher  Esqr.  j 
in  full  for  pounds  sterling  two  hundred  J 
and  fifty  received  of  Mr.  James  Norman  | 
dated  19th  December  1766  j 

One  sett  for  current  rupees  three  thousand"1 
eight  hundred  and  forty  payable  to  Mr.  • 
Thomas  Sheeles  in  full  for  pounds  sterling  ; 
four  hundred  received  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Sheeles  dated  19th  December  1766 


CRs. 


5760 


-p. 


600 


5040 


4800 


500 


960 


100 


250 


3840 


400 


Rs.  22800 


London, 

19  December  1766. 
[Per  Calcutta,  Triton 
and  H  ought  on] 


We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 
Geo.  Dudley  /  Thos.  Rous  /  Fredk. 
Pigou  /  J.  Purling  /  Thos.  Saunders  / 
George  Cuniing  /  John  Roberts  /  F.  W. 
Barrington  /  Charles  Chambers  /  Peter 
"Ducane  Junr.  /  Christr.  Baron  /  E.  H. 
Cruttenden  /  Will.  Barwell  /  J.  Pardoe  / 
John  Harrison  /  Edwd.  Wheler  /  Jos. 

DuPre. 


LETTERS     TO     COURT 


LETTER  DATED  20  FEBRUARY  1764 

Movement  of  ships — council  for  the  collection  of  Burd'&an  revenues — 
death  of  Majors  Adams  and  Knox — services  of  Capt.  Archibald  S^inton 
commended — repatriation  of  French  prisoners — list  of  bills  of  exchange, 

_|  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'Me  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

L    We  addressed  vou  in  a  letter  under  the  established  heads  dated  the 

* 

19th  December  1763  by  the  Osterley  which  ship  received  her 
Cons.  16th  Janry.   Dispatches  at  Ingelee  the  3 1st  of  same  month.    A  duplicate 
of  our  said  address  now  goes  by  the  Boscaiven. 

2.  We  have  since  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  commands  of  the  6th 

and  27th  April  1763  by  the  ship  British  King,  which  after 
Cons.  19th  Janry.   iaiK^ng  at  port  gt>  George  her  consignments  for  that  Presi- 
dency, arrived  safe  here  the  18th  of  Tanuarv. 

*  «•*  n* 

3.  When  we  transmitted  our  last  address,  neither"  the  Lord  Mansfield  or 

Lord  Bute  had  arrived  from  Bombay.     They  have,  however, 
Cons.  5,  6  &  19th    s[nce  imported  together  with  the  Ear!  of  Middlesex,  which 

l3.iir\T 

ship  the  gentlemen  there  thought  proper  to  add  in  order  to 
transport  to  us,  a  reinforcement  of  troops,  which  we  had  requested  they  might 
send  to  assist  our  affairs. 

4.  In  our  last  we  advised  your  honors  of  the  appointment  intended  for 
the  several  ships,  we  should  have  on  hand ;  and  according  to  that  disposition 

the  Lord  dive  has  proceeded  to  Fort  St.  George  and  Fort 

Cons.  6th  Feby.      Marlbro',   the  Deptford  to  Fort  St.   George  to"  fill  up  for 

England,  and  the  Boscawen  is  now  under  dispatch  from  hence.    The  saltpetre 

and  bales  for  the  Pivot  are  not  vet  arrived  from  the  subordinates.    As  soon 

O  - 

as  they  do,  we  shall  begin  loading  her  cargo  and  endeavour  all  in  our  power 
to  prevent  her  being  late. 

5.  After  the  arrival  of  the  British  King  and  Bombay  ships,  we  took  into 
consideration  afresh  the  manner  in  which  we  had  best  employ  them,  seeing 
it  would  not  be  in  our  power  to  dispatch  them  directly  to  Europe  and  it  was 
accordingly  resolved  as  follows : 

O   j 

6.  That  one  ship,  the  Lord  Mansfield,  should  be  stationed  to  return  to 
Bombay,  agreeable  to  the  desire  of  the  gentlemen  there,  with  200  tons  of  salt- 
petre in  order  to  enable  them  to  dispatch  their  second  ship  to  Europe. 

7.  That  the  Bute  should  proceed  to  Fort  St.  George,  with  a  supply  of  rice 
and  part  of  the  Bombay  detachment,  and  from  thence  go  to  Batavia  to  bring 
us  a  cargo  of  arrack,  timber  and  plank,  of  which  we  are  much  in  want  for  the 
Company's  use.    Agreeable  to  this  destination  we  expect  she  may  return  here 
by  the  month  of  October,  when  we  intend  to  dispatch  her  an  early  ship  to 
vour  honors. 
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S.  That  the  Errrl  of  Middlesex  should  proceed  to  the  island  of  Mauritius 
with  dispacchco  for  the  French  government  in  order  to  receive  over  and  carry 
back  to  For:  MarlbrV  the  gjiulemcn  v.ho  were  taken  as  hostages  and  the 
Chinese  families  v.ho  were  made  prisoners  of  v.ar  at  that  settlement.  That  she 
should  a:  same  ;'me  ta'cc  on  bcaxl  a  farther  supply  of  stores  for  the  West  Coast 
and  having  parlormcd  this  service,  that  she  should  return  to  Bombay  to  eo 
home  frcra  thence  the  first  of  next  searon.  Knowing  the  great  usefulness  of 
ihc  Chinese  families  und.r  the  government  of  Fort  Marlbro',  we  chose  to  take 
the  Crst  copc'iain'tv  of  making  this  destination,  and  as  we  imagine  the  French 
will  ncv  heslnte  in  gi"ving  them  their  release,  we  hope  it  may  prove  of  material 
service  to  that  settlement  and  as  it  will  easily  be  performed  within  the  season, 
the  shn  loses  no  time  bv  it, 

i  . 

9.  Th2  British  King,  we  at  ilrst  intended  to  let  at  freight  with  a  view  to 
retain  in  our  hands  as  much  money  as  possible  for  the  ensuing  years'  invest- 
ments but  no  proposals  offeree!  for  freighting  her,  and  we 

Fcbv^'  "nCl    '  *~^    la:[Te  t'ilcre^ore  resolved  to  consign  her  to  the  supra  cargoes 

at  China  with  a  loading  of  cotton  and  lead  and  two  lacks  of 
rupees  in  ready  money,  as  well  to  answer  for  providing  her  with  a  homeward 
bound  cargo  as  to  form  a  stock  for  any  other  casual  ship  they  may  have  thrown 
on  their  hands  without  sufficient  provision. 

10.  Of  these  several  destinations,  we  have  given  clue  advice  to  the  other 
Presidencies,  and  the  ships'  dispatches  shall  accordingly  be  compleated  without 

loss  of  time. 

11.  The  President  having  received  advice  from  the  Chief  of  Vizagapatam 
that  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  the  Madrass  investment  were  lying 

at  that  place  for  want  of  a  conveyance,  we  intend  to  dispatch 

Lons.    oth   Jbebv.       --LVI       \.i       r*      *        i  'i        -,  •  -,  r 

thither -the  Coote  schooner  to  take  them  in  and  carry  them 
to  Madras,  imagining  they  may  be  wanted  there  to  compleat  the  careo  of  the 
Deptford.  '  6 

12.  The   Nancy   ketch   belonging   to   Fort   Marlbro'    establishment   still 

remains  on  our  hands  for  want  of  ophium,  and  we  are  sorry 
Cons.  6th  Feby.  to  observe  to  your  honors  that  we  do  not  think  the  conduct 

of  the  gentlemen  at  Patna  has  in  this  particular  been  free 
from  blame  ;  for  since  the  time  of  their  re-establishing  that  factory,  consider- 
able purchases  of  that  article  have  been  made  by  private  merchants.  We  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  a  perusal  of  our  letters  for  the  orders  sent  them  regarding 
the  ophium  and  to  their  answers  for  the  reasons  they  have  not  been  able  to 
comply  with  these  orders.  By  our  last  letter  wrote  them,  you  will  observe  we 
have  directed  them  to  send  down  some  immediately,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the 
first  parcel,  the  fore-mentioned  ketch  shall  be  dispatched. 

"  J3\  rTlie  ffrn advance  of  the  season  rendering  it  unsafe  for  the  large  ships 
or  His  Majesty  s  Squadron  to  continue  longer  in  this  River,  and  the  Presidency 

Cons    Hth  Feb-     °f  .F°rt  St>   Geor£e  having  solicited  Commodore  Tinker's 
,       .  ""    assistance  for  the  reduction  of  Madura1,  he  is  now  about 

leaving  us  to  repair  to  the  Coast  for  that  purpose.    He  has,  however,  left  here 
the  «rgc [frigate,  Capt.  Affleck,  for  the  defence  of- the  settlement  in  case  of 

any  further^  disturbance  ;  and  has  in  every  other  resoect  testified  the  most 
hearty  reaOiness  to  co-operate  with  us  for  the  benefit  of  your  affairs,    We 

a» 
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assistance  and  protection  as  he  shall  Lave  i:  i:i  his  po:.cr  to  give  :D  :h?  Com- 
pany's interests  in  India. 

H\          TI  i  *i*i*~°i  i'°"          fl 

j— \  Q"iT'f*r\  r"i  I V     TO     IV  1  Zi  T     V":<">     l"t^'~''"*  1"' T""1  *"  ri      i  ~i     1  *~«  ">     —  r\     •JT,"--'-} — .- -^ -^  ^     ,^,-j       ,—  .,,.      ,,  ,  ,.-.i-t. 
•  A   iil  I  L\^£iO'i   V  LU1         VllJLClti,         >»V-        ili\^4i.  Li»J  -i  wvi.        X*I         Li.lv.  (O         i^wtj.  ^.i     ,  J.  -k     -*->.J-        Oi.        iJwti          i«wL»V-J 

«— '  »  A  •_         x 

of  the  19nh  December,  finding  that  the  revenues  of  th^  jJurd.van  province  from 

being;  increased  into  a  number  cf  branches  became  to 3  ex- 

/***         **        /^O-1         TT^i        ->* 
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O  -  i 

stationed  nvo  more  gentlemen  there  as  council  and  given  them  besides,  a  v;ritcr 

as  assistant.    We  have  recommended  to  them  noon  this  footing  to  ^art  off 

j.  or 

die  business  in  branches  under  their  different  inspection,  and  we  doubt  not 
if  such  a  plan  is  carefully  pursued  that  much  beneiit  may  accrue  to  the  Com- 
pany in  detecting  the  frauds  cf  the  black  sorants  and  preventing  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  riotsFryots]  or  tenants. 

L  <f       -• 

15.  We  must  again  commend  the  diligence  of  Air.  Johnstone,  which  has 
always  been  exerted  with  the  most  unwearied  application  and  this  2:ood  effect 

-  i  JT  O 

that  he  completed  the  payment  of  the  Company's  share  of  the  rents.  Although 
considering  the  large  ballances  due  from  the  farmers,  we  have  still  reason  to 
believe  that  some  of  the  lands  at  last  sale  were  increased  beyond  their  real 
value  and  produce.  At  the  end  of  the  present  Bengal  year,  we  shall  have  an 
exact  account  of  what  the  ballances  are  and  endeavour  them  to  settle  the  rents 
on  a  reasonable  footing. 

16.  We  acquainted  your  honors  in  our  last  address  that  we  were  doing 
our  utmost  to  engage  as  many  men  of  the  84th  Regiment  as  it  was  possible 

to  remain  in  the  country  and  that  it  was  judged  it  would  be 
Cons.  3  Janry.         essential  therefore  to  admit  some  of  their  officers  into  the 

16  tebry.  .  .  -      j     r 

Company  s    service.     \\  e    nave    accordingly    received    nve 

captains  and  five  subalterns  of  that  corps  and  have  enlisted  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  private  men,  three  hundred  and  fifty  two  agreeably  10  the  certificate 
granted  the  commanding  officer,  of  which  a  copy  is  transmitted  a  number  in 
the  packet.  We  have  also  received  into  our  stores,  the  arms  etc.  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  enclosed  in  the  packet  are  copies  of  the  receipts  which  we  have 
granted  for  them  to  the  commanding  officer. 

17.  It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  we  have  here  to  mention  to  your  honors 
the  death  of  Major  Adams,2  who  was  carried  off  by  a  short  illness  immediately 

, . .    T  after  his  return  to  Calcutta.     Although  the  resolution  he 

Cons.  16th.  Tanrv.    ,      ,  f  .  ,  .  .  °  .      , 

'     had  come  to  or  returning  to  his  native  country  had  put  a 

period  for  this  juncture  to  his  services  in  behalf  of  the  Company,  yet  his 
untimely  and  unexpected  loss,  was  not  less  the  subject  of  our  grief  and  concern  ; 
and  in  relating  it  we  cannot  help  adding  this  small  tribute  of  praise  which 
we  think  due  to  his  memory — that  in  his  capacity  as  an  officer,  his  conduct 
and  intrepidity  rendered  him  fit  for  any  station  of  command,  and  in  his 
character  as  a  gentleman,  his  virtues  qualified  him  for  all  the  duties  of  society. 

18.  We  are  sorrv  we  are  oblieed  at  the  same  time  to  advise  you  of  the 

O  * 

loss  of  a  very  brave  and  good  officer  in  Major  Knox,;:  who  died  at  Patna  trie 

28tb  cf  last  month  :  he  had  lone"  laboured  under  a  bad  state 
Consn.   14  Febrv.       ri-ii-it.  1^-1 

of  heaith,  which  however,  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to 

believe  was  brought  on  by  the  constant  vigilance  and  fatigue  to  which  he 
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subjected  himself  in  executing  the  duties  of  his  station.  He  may  therefore 
justly  be  said  to  have  sacrificed  his  life  in  a  service,  to  which  he  was  always 
a  credit,  and  "by  the  members  of  \\hich,  as  well  civil  as  military,  he  is  now 

universally  lamented. 

19.  By  die  death  of  Major  Adams  the  command  of  the  84th  Regiment 
devolved  on  Major  Richard  Sherlock,  who  with  seven  officers  and  thirty  men 
now  embark  for  Europe  on  this  ship  the  Boscawen.     A  particular  list  of  their 
names  is  transmitted  as  usual  a  number  in  the  packet.     The  remainder  of 
the  regiment  who  are  either  unwilling  to  remain  in  the  country  or  being  worn 
out,  are  become  unfit  for  service,  will  take  passage  on  our  next  ship  the  Pigot. 

20.  In  the  72nd  paragraph  of  our  last  address,  we  acquainted  you  of 
our  having  offered  the  commission  vacant  by  the  death  of  Major  Irving  to 

Cons  6th  Feby        ^11PL  Charles  Long,  another  officer  of  the  King's  Regiment 

and  having  accordingly  obtained  Major  Adams's  consent  to 
his  stay  in  the  country,  we  appointed  him  a  Major.  But  upon  the  death  of 
Major  Adams,  he  advised  us  that  that  event  had  made  a  sensible  alteration 
in  his  affairs  and  requested  our  permission  to  resign  his  commission,  which 
was  complied  with. 

21.  At  the  time  we  appointed  Major  Long,  it  was  also  agreed  in  consi- 
deration of  the  merit  and  good  behaviour  of  Captain  Champion  during  his 

Cons.  12th  Decbr.    lon§  standul§  in  tile  service,  and  particularly  for  the  good 

conduct  and  bravery  he  had  testified  in  the  course  of  the 
late  campaign,  to  promote  him  to  a  majority  by  brevet.  From  the  death  of 
Major  Knox  and  resignation  of  Major  Long,  he  now  becomes  the  second 
Major  on  our  establishment  ;  and  as  we  esteem  him  a  capable  and  deserving 
officer  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  honors  to  be  confirmed  in 
that  rank. 

22.  ^  In  our  Consultation  of  the  12th  of  December,  you  will  observe  an 
application   from    Captain   Jennings    likewise    for    a    commission    as    Major, 
wherein  he  alledges,  he  received  your  promise  before  he  left  England,  that  he 
should  rise  to  that  rank.    But  as  you  had  not  intimated  any  such  intention 
to  us,  and  as  we  had  never  yet  had  a  major  of  artillery  upon  this  establish- 
ment, we  did  not  choose  to  grant  his  request  until  we  are  informed  of  your 
further  pleasure  in  this  respect. 


^ 
during 


.  Among  the  number  of  your  officers  who  have  distinguished  themselves 
the  late  war,  Captain  Archibald  Swinton4  has  so  frequently  opined 
our  particular  notice  that  we  think  it  but  justice  to  mention  him  to  your 
honors  as  an  officer  of  extraordinary  merit.  He  commanded  the  troops  on 
the  expedition  to  Meckley,  and  being  ordered  to  return  to  Dacca  when  the 
troubles  began,  contributed  greatly  by  his  activity  and  bravery  to  the  recovery 
of  the  factory  and  reduction  of  the  city.  From  thence  he  made  the  greatest 
expedition  to  join  the  army  and  having  reached  them  at  Udanulla,  recom- 
mended himself  very  particularly  to  the  notice  of  Major  Adams.  At  the  siege 
ot  Mongheer  he  received  a  wound  in  the  arm,  but  this  did  not  prevent  his 
proceeding  with  the  army  to  Patna,  where  he  received  another  wound,  which 
occasioned  the  loss  of  his  right  arm.  Captain  Swinton  continues  his  services 
notwithstanding  this  misfortune,  but  it  may  possibly  oblige  him  to  retire  from 
military  employment  sooner  than  he  would  otherwise  have  thought  of  In 


*'  -If", 
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circumstances  we  are  persuaded  that  your  honors  sensible  cf  his  zeal  for 
your  service,  will  show  him  marks  of  your  favor  and  regard. 

*  •  o 

24.  The  great  want  of  capable  and  experienced  men  to  assist  in  conduct- 
Ing  our  engineering  business  has  induced  us  to  entertain  Captain  Lewis  Du 

Gloss  belonging  to  the  artillery  establishment  at  Bombay 
SOth'janry.  ^  >'  anc*  ^  George  Burghall  in  that  branch.  To  the  former 

we  have  granted  a  brevet  commission  as  Captain  Intending 
to  employ  him  at  the  New  Fort  under  Captain  Polier,  the  latter  we  have  ap- 
pointed a  Captain  Lieutenant,  and  given  him  directions  to  proceed  to  Chitta^ono 
to  take  charge  of  the  works  which  are  to  be  carried  on  there. 

25.  We  have  received  from  Chlttagong  Mr.  Plaisted's  survey  and  opinion 

in  regard  to  building  a  fort  and  factory  at  that  place,  and  having  consulted 

t ,  ,    _  ,_        our  engineer,  Mr.  Polier,  we  have  directed  a  plan  to  be 
Cons,  loth  Febv.     £  i  _s*  i  •          •    •         i  ^     ^  -, 

}      lormed  according  to  his  opinion,  but  we  shall  not  begin 

this  work  until  we  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  soil.  With  other 
necessary  information  and  when  begun,  we  shall  proceed  in  it  with  the  greatest 
economy. 

26.  Having   received    a    more    circumstantial    account    in    a    minute    of 
Mr.  Leycester's  of  the  directions  the  gentlemen  at  Dacca  had  given5  for  securing 

Cons    16th  Febv     ^  treasure>  removing  the  sick  and  wounded  and  In  every 

respect  providing  for  making  their  retreat  from  the  factory 
In  a  regular  manner,  It  appears  that  they  left  no  means  untried  for  effecting 
those  purposes  and  that  they  were  unavoidably  disappointed  by  the  irregular- 
ity of  the  seapoys  of  which  a  great  part  deserted  and  the  remainder  embarked 
in  the  boats  without  orders  and  while  the  gentlemen  were  yet  in  the  factory 
endeavouring  to  save  the  treasure.  We  are  therefore  satisfied  that  it  was  not 
In  their  power  to  prevent  this  loss  In  their  then  unfortunate  circumstances  ; 
and  we  must  say  further  in  commendation  of  the  gentlemen  of  that  factory, 
that  the  investment  provided  this  year  is  as  good  in  quality  as  any  which 
has  ever  been  received  from  thence,  and  notwithstanding  these  troubles,  very 
little  deficient  in  quantity,  which  must  be  in  great  measure  attributed  to  their 
early  return  with  the  detachment  from  Meckley  and  their  great  diligence  in 
collecting  in  the  effects  which  were  dispersed  and  outstanding. 

27.  Mr.  Campbell,  our  Assay  Master,  arrived  In  the  British  King,  and 
Cons.  26th  Janry.    we  ^ave  directed  a  proper  office  to  be  built  for  conducting 

14th  Feby.  his  business. 

28.  Mr.  Bowen,  the  gentleman  who  arrived  this  season  by  your  appoint- 
ment to  be  one  of  the  chaplains  at  this  Presidency,,  not  choosing  to  remain 
in  the  country,  has  returned  to  England  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships.    Before 
his  departure  he  discharged  his  bond. 

29.  After  finishing  our  letter  by  the   Osterley,  the   account  which  we 
had  directed  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  charge  of  French  prisoners  was  prepared 
and  delivered  in.    Our  Secretary  therefore  forwarded  It  In  that  ship's  book 
packet,  and  a  duplicate  copy  is  now  transmitted  ;  also  the  General  Books  of  this 
Presidency  ending  April  1760. 

30.  As  no  commissaries  are  yet  arrived  on  the  part  of  the  French  nation 
and  we  have  still  about  fifty  prisoners  remaining  on  our  hands,  we  have  s^nt 
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home  thirty  by  tills  ship,  agreeable  to  the  list  transmitted  in  her  packet,  and 
the  remainder  shall  embark  0:1  the  Pigot. 

31.    XkT  tli's  shi'j  we  have  also  sent  home  other  samples  of  the  ponder 

rf  JL  •JL  I 

and  charcoal  prepared  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  the  Export  Warehouse  Keeper  having: 

1  i  «  •!•  L  O 

^ ,  _  ,  acquainted  us  that  in  her  cargo  are  included   13  bales  of 

r  n*1^        *   F'^JV 

new   musters    of   cloths    purchased    at   Barnagorc,    marked 
Muster  No.  1  to  13,  we  beg  leave  thus  to  refer  them  to  your  honors  particular 


inspection. 


32.  Since  writing  thus  far,  we  have  had  advice  from  Madrass  of  the  arrival 
of  your  ship  Pitt  there  the  7th  ultimo  and  by  a  country  ship  imported  from 

_n  .    _  .        thence  we  have  received  your  packet  by  her  for  this  Presi- 

\  )  *"  ri      IF  """*  j  V  *r  * 

"  " '    dency  and  have  therefore  to  reply  in  part  to  your  General 

Letter  of  the  13th  May  1763. 

33.  We  observe  and  shall  pay  due  regard  to  your  orders  respecting  the 
Winchehea.    That  ship  is  just  now  returned  here  from  her  voyage  to  Bombay, 
and  the  freighters  conformable  to  the  conditions  of  their  agreement,  have 
declared  that  the  ship  will  be  delivered  over  to  the  Company  at  the  Presidency 
of  Bombay. 

34.  Agreeably  to  your  directions  we  shall  pay  to  Mr.  Van  Sittart  the 
amount  of  the  commission6  due  him  on  the  revenues  of  the  lands  and  he  bes;s 
leave  here  to  render  you  his  grateful  acknowledgements  for  this  fresh  mark 
of  your  favor. 

35.  In  consequence  of  your  orders  in  regard  to  Mr.  Batson,  we  have  re- 
called him  from  the  chief  ship  of  Patna,  and  as  Mr.  Spencer  on  his  arrival 

Cons    No   48         w^  ^e  next  *n  success*on  to  the  Government,  we  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Billcrs  to  the  chiefship  of  Patna  factory. 

35.  We  shall  transmit  to  Bombay  information,  of  your  orders  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Spencer,  although  as  we  learn  that  the  Speaker  arrived  at  Tellicherry 
the  7th  cf  December,  we  imagine  they  will  have  already  received  your 

commands  by  that  shia 

*  A 

37.  We  have  laden  and  consigned  to   your  honours  by  this   shh   the 

*  *  -1 

Boscawti,  sundry  goods  and  merchandize  amounting  to  current  rupees 
8,49,126-13-3,  the  particulars  whereof  are  agrcable  to  the  invoice  and  first  bill 
of  lading  enclosed. 

38.  We  have  also  laden  on  her  sundry  stores  for  the  use  of  your  island 
of  St.^  Helena  amounting  to  current  rupees   1,212-9-6  as  per  invoice  and  bill 
of  lading  enclosed  to  the  Governor  and  Council  there. 

Wre  are, 
with  the  greatest  res  sect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Your  most  faithfull  and  obedient 

humble  servants, 

Henry  Van  Sittart  /  William   Blllers  / 
Warren  Hastings  /  Randolph  Marriott  / 

Fort  William,  Samuel  Middleton  /  Ralph  Lcvccstcr  / 

the  20th  February  1764.  J0lin  Burdctt. 
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Postscript 

39.  We  have  drawn  on  your  honors  by  this  ship  44  setts  of  bills  of 
exchange  at  365  days  and  the  usual  terms,  the  particulars  whereof  are  as  follows 
and  amount  in  all  to  CRs.  6,09,921-3-,  or  £  Sterling  71,157-9-1. 


Setts      Value  received  of    Current  Rs. 

1     Peter      Downes      Ac- 
count Geo.  Dobbin  .    .    21428-  9-3 

1     John  Freake  ....     60000-  0-0 

1     Timothy  Mackarel     .     19008-  0-0 

1     Henry  Vansittart  and 
Peter    Downes    Acco. 
the  estate  of  Sophia 
Duncan       8571-6-9 

1     Harry  Verelst  Esqr.    .        471-  6-9 


1 


Do 

Captn.  Hugh  Grant 
Mr.  James  Lister    . 


1    Do 

1     Harry  Verelst     .     .     . 
1     James  Amyatt  .     .     . 

1  Robt.  Gregory  Acct. 
Chas.  Manningham  . 

1  Do  Acct.  Elizabeth 
Beard 

1     Do  Acct.. Parker  Hat- 
ley      

1     Do  Richard  Becher    . 

1  Do  Acct.  Henry  Eel- 
bracht 

1     Robert  Gregory  .     .     . 

1     Do 

1     Do 

1  Do.  Acct.  Miss  Eliza 
Massey  

i  Major  Richard  Sher- 
lock   

1  Henry  Van  Sittart, 
Esqr 

1    Do 

1     Ralph  Ridley      .    .    . 

1  Henry  Egleton  Con- 
nor   

1  Charles  Child  Admin* 
to  the  estate  of  James 
Todd 

Vol.  IV— 16 


4285-11-6 
25714-  4-6 
26000-  0-0 

4000-  0-0 
252-  6-0 
821-  9-0 

95969-  3-3 

5847-15-3 

9000-  0-0 
26844-  3-0 

3475-  9-0 

3823-  9-0 

240-  0-0 

1714-  4-6 

430-  1-3 

31757-  7-0 

39029-11-6 

510-  3-0 

8926-  9-3 

6275-  7-0 
5897-14-0 


To  whom  payable 


£  Sterling 


Luke  and  Aaron  Medwin  2500-  0-  0 

Himself  or   Order    .     .     .  7000-  0-  0 

Himself .  2217-12-  0 

Francis  Fowke      ....  1000-  0-  0 


Mrs.     Tryphania     Verelst 

and  Mr.  Jno.  Close  .  .  55-  0-  0 

Mrs.  Do  and  Mr.  Do  .  .  500-  0-  0 

Mr.  Alexander  Grant  .  .  3000-  0-  0 
Messrs.  Maidman  Parry 

and  King 3033-  6-  8 

James  King       

Mrs.  Jane  Court  .... 
Brabazon  Ellis      .... 


466-13-  4 
29-  8-  9 
95-16-11 


Charles  Manningham  .    .  11196-  8-  1 


Mrs.    Elizth.    Beard    and 
Rlchd.  Bvnian  .... 

* 

Newman       Hatley       and 

Richd.  Wright  .... 

Richard  Becher     .     .     .     . 

Isaac  Van  Assendelft    .    . 
Charles  Gustavus  Falck    . 

Robert  Jebb 

John  Cooke 

Richard  Becher   .... 

Himself 

John  Walsh 


682-  5-  2 

1050-  0-  0 
3131-16-  5 

405-  9-  8 

446-  1-  8 

28-  0-  0 

200-  0-  0 


50- 


"">       T 

3-     I 


3705-  0-  0 


4553-  9-  4 


Gompretz  and  Hayman  .        59-10-  5 

William  Charlton  "...     1041-  8-  8 
Himself 732-  2-  8 


William  Fullerton     .    .    .      688-  1-  8 
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Setts      Value  received  of    Current  Rs. 

I    Do  Exct.  to  the  estate 

of  James  Borlnd    .    .      7102-  8-9 
I    The  Presidt.  &  Co.  of 

Fort  William      .    .    .      2538-  0-0 


I 


I 

1 


John  Grant  and  Rus- 
sell Skinner  Adms.  to 
the    estate    of    Major 
Adams  Thos,  Adams 
Acct.    the    estate    of 
Captn.  Jno.  Irving 
Captn.  Charl.  Long    . 
Rand,    Marriott    and 
Jno.  Graham  Acct.  the 
estate  of  Rd.  Wilder  . 
Anselm  Beaumont 
Jno.  Graham  Acct.  of 
Lieut.  Alex.  Dow    .    . 
Warren  Hastings     .     . 


14397-  9-6 
7300-12-0 


2533-  0-0 
18549-  6-6 


2088-14-3 
59393-  7-6 


Do    and    Tysod    Saul 

Hancock     ."  .    .    .    .      5000-  0-0 

Captn.  Charl.  Marsh  .    49000-  0-0 

Captn.  Hugh  Grant    . 

Samuel  Middleton 

Anselm  Beaumont 

Huzzuramull    Execut. 

to  the  estate  of  Omi- 

chund     


4463-  8-9 

857-  2-3 

11100-  0-0 


1500-  0-0 


1    Do  Excut.  to  Do    .    .      1500-  0-0 


1  William  BiUers  Esqr,  8571-  6-9 
1  Captn.  Charles  Long  2130-  0-0 
1  Willm.  Majendie  .  .  1600-  0-0 


44  Setts      Current  Rups.  6,09,921-  3-0 


To  "jahom  payable 
William  Fullerton     .     .     . 

Lawrence   Sullivan   Esqre. 
for     the     use     of     the 

Marine  Society  .... 

j 

Edward  Irving     .... 


£  Sterling 
828-12-  7 


296-  2-  0 
1679-14-  5 


Himself 851-15-  1 

Willm.  McGwire  and  Ar. 
Annesley        295-10-  4 


George  Challoner 
Alexander  Grant 


2164-  1-11 
243-14-  1 


Jno.    Zeph.   Hoi  well  Wm. 
Birch  and  John  Davis  .    6929-  4-  9 

Francis  Sykes 583-  6-  8 


Himself 

Alexander  Grant       .    .    . 

Anne  Lane 

George  Challoner      .     .     . 

The  President  or  Trea- 
surer of  the  Founding 
Hospital  for  the  time 
being  

Do  or  Do  of  the  Mag- 
dalen Hospital  for  the 
time  being 

William  Billers  Esqr.     .     . 

Himself 

Revd.  John  James  Majen- 
die   


5716-13-  4 
520-14-11 
100-0  -  0 

1295-  0-  0 


175-  0-  0 

175-  0-  0 

1000-  0-  0 
248-10-  0 

186-13-  4 


£  Sterling    71,157-9-1 


40.  We  have  also  drawn  on  you  58  setts  payable  at  2/4  per  current  rupee 
and  90  days  after  sight  amounting  to  CRs.  107,276-9-9  or  £  Sterling  12,515-12-, 
as  follows;  — 


Setts    Value  received  of  Current 

1    Thos.  Cooke  ....      1028-  9-0 
1    Jas.   Ashburner   Acct. 

Thos.   Anderson    .    .      1285-11-6 


To  whom  payable 

George  Barne  .     ,    .    . 
Mr.  Ninian  Ballantine  . 


£  Sterling 

120-  0-  0 
150-  0-  0 
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Setts      Value  received  of    Current  Rs. 

1  Jas.  Ashburner  .  .  .  428-  9-3 
I  Rusl.  Skinner  Acci. 

Sarah  Mapletoft  .  .  4129-11-0 
I  Do  Acct.  Caprn.  Thos. 

Tydd 4622-  6-6 

1  Major  Alex.  Champion  1885-1 1-3 


I     Rusl.  Skinner  Acct.  M. 

J.  Rowland  .... 
i  John  Bathoe  Acct.  Hy. 

Goodwin 

1  Joseph  Crabb  .  .  . 
1  Geo.  Williamson  and 

Phil     Milner    Dacres 

Exrs.  to  Edwd.  Oakes 

1  Do  and  Do  Exrs.  of 
Sam.  Howitt  died  .  . 
1  Phil.  Milner  Dacres  . 
I  James  Bonwicke  .  . 
1  Richard  Banvell  .  . 

1     Captn.  Charls.  Marsh 

1     Captn.     Robt.     Aber- 

crombie 

1  Capt.  Hugh  Grant  .  . 
1  Benjamin  Randall  ,  . 
1  Captn.  John  Tate  .  . 
1  William  Billers  .  .  . 
1  Thomas  Rumbold  .  . 
1  Captn.  Archibald 

S  win  ton 

1  Chars.  Child  Acct. 

Jno.  Thwaite  .  .  . 
1  Do  Acct.  John  Corsar 

1     Chas.  Child  Acct.  Lt. 

H.  J.  Powell  .... 

1     Richard  Pembroke     . 

1    Lt.  John  Hartland  .    . 

1  Lt.  Thos.  Wiltshire  . 
1  Peter  Gallopine  .  .  . 

1     Henry  Plowman     .    . 

^ 

I  John  Mackmath  .  . 
1  Do 

1     John  Taylor  .... 

1    Lt.  John  Grant  .    . 


4285-11-6 

171-  6-3 
2000-  0-0 


675-15-6 

1714-  4-6 

857-  2-3 

1714-  4-6 

573-11-3 

4285-11-6 

4285-11-6 

1807-12-0 
257-  2-0 

4285-11-6 
857-  2-3 

1885-11-6 

857-  2-3 

600-  0-0 
428-  9-3 


2162-10-0 
2000-  0-0 
2123-12-0 
1929-  6-0 
800-  0-0 

4285-1 1-6 
2561-12-6 
1714-  4-6 

514-  4-6 
857-  2-3 


To  whom  payable 

Himself  or  order      .     .    . 
Sarah  Mapletoft  .     .     .    . 

Himself         

Mrs.   Frs.  Champion  and 

Mr.  Jno.  Edison    .    .    . 

Mrs.  Mary  Rowland     .     . 

Robert  Goodwin  .    .    .    . 

Himself        ...... 

William  Davis  .    .     .     .    . 


Mrs.  Eliz.  Howitt     .     .    . 

Thos.  Stone  Street    .     .    . 
Himself    ....... 

Richd.  and  William  Bar- 
well        ....... 

Himself    ....... 

Himself    ....... 

Alex.  Grant      ..... 

Richd.  Palmer       .... 

Himself     ....... 

Thos.  Walker  ..... 

Francis  Southby    .... 

John  Swinton  Junior    .    . 

Richd.  Cooke  ..... 

Messrs.     Johnstone     and 
Sothringham      .     .    .    . 

Lt.  Henry  Powell      .     .    . 

Himself    ....... 

Himself    ....... 

Himself    ....... 

Ann  and  Hannah  Gallo- 
pine       ....... 

Miss  Eliza  Motte  .... 

William  Fullerton    .    .    . 

Granville     Elliott     Mack- 

math.     ....... 

Mary  Gleen      ..... 

Himself 


£  Sterling 

50-  0-  0 
481-15-1! 


539-  5-  7 


220- 
500- 


)-  0 
)-  0 


20-  0-  0 


233-  6-  8 
78-17-  3 


.... 


200-  0-  0 

100-  0-  0 
200-  0-  0 

66-18-  7 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

210-18-  1 
30-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
100-  0-  0 
220-  0-  0 
100-  0-  0 

70-  0-  0 


50-  0-  0 
252-  6-  4 

233-  6-  8 
247-15-  5 
225-  2-  0 

93-  6-  8 

500-  0-  0 
298-17-  5 

200-  0-  0 

60-  0-  0 

100-  0-  0 
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Setts      Value  received  of   Current  Rs. 
1     Lt.  John  Grant  .    .     . 


1 


Ralph  Ridley 
Ro"bt.  Brown  . 


1    John  Carder  .     .     .    . 

I    John     Bathoe     Acct. 

Wm.  Steers     .     .     .     . 

1     Phil  Alilner  Dacres    . 

1     FItz  Owen  Jones    .     , 


John  Burdett     .     .     . 
Edward  Hardwickc     . 
I     Ralph  Leycester 

Esqre.      Acct.      John 
Robinson        .... 

1     Ralph  Leycester     .     . 

1    Do    Do 

1     Rand.  Marriott  Senior 

1     Charles  Rogers  .     .     . 

1     John  Davidson       .     . 

1     William  Bolts     .     .     . 

1  Capt.  Arthur  Morris 
Acct.  the  estate  of 
Thomas  Philips  deed. 

1    Willrn.    Magee    Acct. 

Geo.  Hay 

1  Do  Acco.  Hugh  Baillie 
1  John  Johnstone  Acct. 

Robt.  Brooke      .    .    . 

Major  John  Carnac    . 

James   Moore     .     .     . 

William  Biilers  .     .     . 


428-  9-3 
4285-11-6 
2160-  0-0 


!    Ascans.  Willni.  Senior      3554-10-0 


1971-  7-0 

900-  0-0 
693-  4-0 

897-13-0 
1285-11-6 
3000-  0-0 


4285-11-6 

1200-  0-0 
2000-  0-0 
2160-  0-0 
1000-  0-0 

1714-  4-6 
800-  0-0 


3000-  0-0 


857-  2-3 
428-  9-3 

809-12-3 

685-11-3 

4285-11-6 

999-13-9 


58  Setts      Current  Rupees  1,07,276-9-9 


To  whom  payable 

Himself 

William  Charlton  .  .  . 
George  Dunbar  .... 

o 

Robt.       Halsev      Balwick 

^ 

Nassau     Thos.      Senior 
and  Miss  Rachael  Senior 

Stephen   Law 

William  Steers      .... 

John  Henry  Mertins     .    . 

Himself        

Thomas  Burdett  .     .     .    . 

Thomas  Hardwicke       ,    . 

Christopher     Baron     and 

George  Me  Auley  •     •     • 

Rev.  Henry  Lushington  . 
Ralph  and  Geo.  Leycester 
Lt.  William  Browne  .  . 
Willm.  Rogers  .... 
Alexander  Grant  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fenwicke  . 
Capt.  Arthur  Morris  .  .  . 


James  Rannie 

IB 

Hugh  Baillie 

Robt.    Brooke  and  Thos. 

Pattle 

Charles  Boileau     .     .     . 
Mabelia  Moore     .     .    .    . 
Himself 


Sterling 


50-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
252-  0-  0 


414  14-  1 
230-  0-  0 
105-  0-  0 

80-17-  7 

104-14-11 
150-0  -  0 
350-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

140-  0-  0 

233-  6-  8 

252-  0-  0 
116-13-  4 

200-  0-  0 

93-  6-  8 

350-  0-  0 


100-  0-  0 
50-  0-  0 

94-  9-  5 

80-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

116-13-  0 


Fort  William, 

the  20th  February  1764. 


£  Sterling     12,515-12-  0 

We  are, 
Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants, 
Henry  Van  Smart  /  Wm.  Biilers  /  War- 
ren Hastings  /  Randh.  Marriott  /  Sam. 
Middleton    /    Ralph   Ley  ester    /    John 

Burdett. 


LETTER  DATED  20  FEBRUARY   1764 

Flight  of  Mir  Qasim  to  Shujaud-Dauldh's  country — Shujaud-Daidah  asked 

to  surrender  Mir  Qasim — Mir  Jaffar's  endeavour  to  procure  sanatls  from  Shah 
Alam — friction  between  Company* s  and  Mir  Jaffafs  Officials — siege  of  Madura 
— mutiny  in  the  army. 

JL  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  In    our    address    by    the    Osterley    upon    country    affairs    dated    rhe 
19th   December,    we    advised   fully   of   the    success    of   our    arms,    and    that 

* 

the  late  Nabob  Meer  Cossim  incapable  of  making  any  further  resistance  had 
fled  into  Shuja  Dowla's  country  with  the  remains  of  his  troops,  effects 
and  treasures. 

2.  We  were  in  hopes  that  Shuja  Dowla  in  compliance  with  our  demand 
would  have  given  him  up  to  us,  or  at  least  have  made  him  prisoner  and  seized 
upon  his  effects,  but  we  find  he  proceeded  without  interruption  through  Barnaris 
and  Eliabad  to  the  banks  of  the  Jumna  where  the  King  and  Shuja  Dowla  are 
encamped.     His  reception  at  the  court  appears  to  have  been  rather  favourable 
than  otherwise  owing  we  suppose  to  the  influence  of  his  money,  yet  we  do 
not  apprehend  they  will  be  prevailed  en  to  give  him  any  assistance  or  engage 
in  a  war  with  us  at  a  time  when  they  are  scarcely  able  to  support  themselves 
against  the  other  chiefs  of  the  empire  who  wish  but  an  opportunity  of  reducing 
Shuja  Dowla. 

3.  As  the  surest  means  of  deterring  as  well  Shuja  Dowla  as  all  others 
from  attempting  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  provinces,  we  keep  our  whole 
army  on  the  banks  of  the  Caramnassa  and  the  President  has  wrote  repeatedly 
to   Shuja   Dowla   that   we   shall   never   accede   to   any   treaty  of  alliance   or 
friendship  with  him  until  Meer   Cossim  is   either  delivered   up   or   brought 
to    justice    for    his    cruelty    and    oppression.     Before    the    dispatch    of    the 
Pigotj  we   shall  probably  know   for  certain   what  will  be   his   fate.    In   the 
mean  time  Major  Carnac  is  gone  to  take  the  command  of  the  army,  and 
we  have  given  him  instructions  to   reduce  the  field  expences,  and  put  the 
troops  in  cantoonments  as  soon  as  it  shall  appear  consistent  with  the  safety 
of  the  country. 

4.  The  Nabob  remains  likewise  on  the  banks  of  the  Caramnassa.    He 
is  endeavouring  to  procure  the  saneds  or  grants  for  the  soubadary  of  these 

/-        i  r  i_  T  provinces   from   the   King;,    and   in   his   last   letter  to   the 

Cons.  16th  Janry.    £      .  ,  -,.         r       i  -      j   -i  •          r 

'  President  advises  that  he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  receiv- 
ing them.  He  seems  to  think  it  of  very  great  consequence  to  obtain  these 
grants,  and  we  were  informed  had  offered  the  immediate  payment  of  nineteen 
lacks  of  rupees,  and  an  obligation  for  twenty  eight  lacks  yearly  to  be  remitted 
to  the  King,  As"  we  knew  it  would  ill  suit  the  Nabob's  circumstances  to  comply 
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with  such  engagements,  and  that  It  would  Incapacitate  him  from  making  good 
his  payments  to  the  Company,  the  restitution  for  losses  in  trade  during  the 
late  troubles,  and  providing  for  his  own  necessary  expences,  objects  of  much 
more  consequence  than  the  possession  of  the  grants,  we  therefore  strenuously 
advised  the  Nabob  not  to  put  himself  to  any  such  charge  or  enter  into  any 
such  obligation  as  might  distress  his  own  affairs,  but  rather  trust  to  our 
influence  to  procure  him  the  grants  with  little  expence,  and  to  our  force 
to  secure  his  government  whether  he  was  possessed  of  the  grants  or  not.  For 
it  must  be  confessed  those  titles  are  of  little  consequence  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  affairs  of  the  empire.  The  King  is  the  slave  of  Shuja  Dowla  and  accord- 
ing to  all  appearance  will  never  be  in  possession  of  his  capital  nor  of  any 
real  authority.  All  remittances  said  to  be  made  to  the  King  are  in  truth 
so  much  money  thrown  into  the  hands  of  Shuja  Dowla  to  be  employed  perhaps 
against  the  very  person  that  gave  It. 

5.  As  yet  the  Nabob  has  made  but  a  small  advance  in  the  payment  of 
the  thirty  lacks1  stipulated  for  the  Company's  losses  and  expences.  We  expect 
him  next  month  in  Calcutta  when  we  shall  procure  from  him  assignments 
for  the  ballance  of  this  money  to  be  paid  in  such  places  as  may  be  most 
convenient  for  supplying  the  Investment  and  we  have  in  view  at  the  same 
time  to  settle  with  the  Nabob  some  necessary  regulations  for  establishing  due 
limits  of  authority  between  his  officers,  and  our  subordinate  factories,  agents 
and  gomastahs.  At  present  they  frequently  clash  and  occasion  disputes  of 
a  very  bad  tendency,  the  more  so  as  they  never  fail  to  be  represented  on 
both  sides  with  violent  exaggerations.  Already  you  will  see  many  instances 
in  the  Nabob's  letters  entered  in  the  book  of  country  correspondence  parti- 
cularly No.  [...]  and  containing  complaints  against  Mr.  Batson,  our  Chief  at 
Patna,  whose  answer  and  explanation  are  likewise  transmitted  in  the  book  of 
letters  received. 

^  6.    We  have  been  advised  from  Fort  St.  George  of  there  [sic]  having  been 
obliged  to  raise  the  siege  of  Madura  representing  at  the  same  time  the  absolute 

necessity  of  reducing  that  place,  and  their  resolution  to 

1763.'  '    attack  ir  aSain  as  soon  as  the  season  would  permit.    In 

order  to  assist  them  in  this  design  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power,  we  determined  to  send  to  Fort  St.  George  the  whole  of  the  reinforce- 
ment received  from  Bombay  :  and  the  most  part  of  them  are  already  embarked. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants, 
Henry    Van    Sittart  /  Wm.    Billers  / 

Warren  Hastings   /  Randh.  Marriot  / 

F°rr  Wilham 


ilham,  Sam.    Middleton  /  Ralph    Leycester  / 

the  20  February  1764.  John  ^^        ' 

Postscript 

1.    Since  closing  our  foregoing  address  we  have  been  alarmed  with  an 
accident  as  sudden  as  unexpected  and  which  had  well  nigh  exposed  these 
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provinces  to  fresh  disturbances  and  thrown  your  affairs  into  greater  danger 

than  all  the  strength  of  your  enemies.     The  soldiers  of  our  armv  which  was 

* 

encamped  about  six  miles  from  the  Caramnassa  having  conceived  that  there 
was  a  design  of  stopping  their  share  of  the  donation  promised  them  by  the 
Nabob,  or  that  some  injustice  had  been  done  them  in  the  division,  which 
notion  we  suppose  had  been  industriously  propagated  and  aggravated  by  some 
among  them  who  wished  to  raise  a  defection,  assembled  themselves  by  general 
agreement  on  the  morning  of  the  llth  instant,  and  having  formed  and  chosen 
themselves  a  leader,  loaded  their  musketts,  fixed  their  bayonets  and  marched 
off  declaring  they  would  go  over  to  Shuja  Dowla  and  Meer  Cossim.  The 
Nabob  went  out  to  them  and  offered  them  immediate  payment  of  their  share 
of  the  first  division  of  the  donation  but  they  were  not  satisfied  and  continued 
their  march  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Caramnassa,  where  Caotain  Jennings2 
who  at  that  time  commanded  the  army  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  followed, 
and  at  length  prevailed  on  all  the  English  to  return  to  their  colours  but  a 
French  serjeant  with  about  150  soldiers  of  that  nation  crossed  the  Caramnassa 
and  proceeded  towards  Banaris. 

8.  The  troops  on  their  return  to  camp  were  paid  the  money  the  Nabob 
promised,  and  the  next  day  the  whole  body  of  seapoys  followed  their  example, 
took  to  their  arms,  and  in  the  same  licentious  terms  demanded  their  share, 
nor  could  they  be  quieted  until  they  were  paid  20  rupees  each  man  which  was 
more  than  their  share  came  to. 

9.  By  our  last  advices  from  Capt.  Jennings,  all  was  quiet  again  and  the 
only  loss  w^e  have  sustained  is  that  of  the  Frenchmen  above  mentioned,  a 
loss"  no  much  to  be  lamented  as  it  is  highly  probable  these  were  the  promoters 

and  firmenters  of  this  extraordinary  revolt. 

10.  But  our  greatest  concern  is  the  difficulty  of  restoring  good  order 
to  an  army  who  have  got  such  a  spirit  of  licentiousness  amongst  them,  and 
have  proceeded  to  such  lengths  unpunished.    Lest  therefore  any  further  dis- 
orders should  happen  or  the  advice  of  this  dissention  should  encourage  Shuja 
Dowla   and  Meer  Cossim   to   engage  in  fresh   attempts   for  disturbing  the 
provinces,  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  request  of  Commodore  Tinker  to 
remain  with  us  in  the  Medway,  and  to -stop  that  part  of  the  Bombay  Detach- 
ment which  had  not  left  the  River. 

11.  Considering  the  great  value  of  preserving  the  security  of  Bengal,  we 
think  this  measure  must  appear  to  the  other  Presidencies  entirely  consistent 
with  the  general  good.    And  as  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  will  be 
strongly  reinforced  by  the  troops  landed  from  the  Pitt,  those  returning  from 
Manilha3  and  the  Bombay  artillery  company  which  went  from  hence  in  his 
Majesty's  ship  York,  we  flatter  ourselves  they  will  be  able  to  prosecute  the 
siege  of  Madura  with  success. 

12.  At  the  time  when  this  meeting  happened,  Major  Carmac  [Carnacl  and 
Major  Champion  were  on  their  way  to  join  the  army,  and  we  hope  will  have 
now  reached  the  camp.    We  have  wrote  to  Major  Carmac  our  opinion  and 
advice  of  the  measures  most  proper  to  be  taken  on  this  occasion  and  we  trust 
by  his  discretion  and  viligance  [sic]  that  he  will  be  able  to  quiet  the  army  and 
prevent  any  repetition  of  these  irregularities,  and  we  purpose  in  a  few  days 
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to  reinforce  him  with  a  detachment  of  three  hundred  Europeans,  that  such 
as  may  appear  to  have  been  the  promoters  of  this  mutinous  spirit  may  he 

removed. 

We  are 
Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants, 
Henry    Van    Sittart    /    Win.    Billers    / 
Warren   Hastings    /    Rand.    Marriot    / 

Fort  William,  Sam.   Middleton    /    Ralph  Leycester    / 

the  27  February  1764.  John  Burden. 


LETTER  DATED  19  MARCH  1764 

Stoppage  of  payment  to  Lord  Clive  on  account  of  his  jagir  —  list  of  bills  of 

exchange. 

J.  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.    We  addressed  you  last  under  date  the  20th  ultimo  by  the  Boscawen 

*t  j 

which  ship  departed  from  Ingellee  the   8th  instant,   and 

i  y      xVXdL  "LJLJL  • 


•  it  *i  i  ill 

quitted  her  pilot  the  31th. 

2.  We  have  since  dispatched  the  Earl  of  Middlesex,  Bute,   and  Lord 

_        -  o  o  XT       Mansfield  to  proceed  on  the  vovaees  of  which  vour  honors 
Cons.  D  &  8  Mar.  '   .   .      _  *.  .  ,       _  ,    •>    o  ,     _ 

were  advised  m  our  said  address  of  the  20th  ultimo. 

3.  By  a  Macao  ship  arrived  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  we  have  received  letters 
from  the  supra  cargoes  at  Canton  dated  8th  November  1763,  which  advise  us 
of  the  safe  arrival  there  of  all  the  ships  of  the  season  1762,  excepting  the  Valen- 
tine, Glatton,  and  Pocock  which  they  were  afraid  had  lost  their  passage  and 
the  Earl  Temple  which  they  apprehended  to  be  lost  on  the  coast  of  Luconia. 

4.  The  same  advices  inform  us,  that  the  large  supplies  of  treasure  con- 
signed to  them  from  hence  and  from  Fort  St,  George  would  enable  them  to 
complete  the  cargoes  of  the  nine  ships  then  at  Wampo,  but  that  unfortunately 
the  distress  of  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  at  Manilha  for  money  to 
pay  the  troops  having  obliged  them  to  take  out  of  the  Houghton  and  Hawke, 
44  chests  of  treasure,  they  should  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  leave  any 
stock  in  the  hands  of  the  residents,  and  that  therefore  a  supply  early  this 
season  would  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  the  Company's  trade  'under  their 
management. 

5.  We  advised  vour  honors  in  our  last  address  that  we  had  stationed 
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the  British  King  to  proceed  to  China  with  a  cargo  of  cor  ton  and  lead,  and 

Cons    19th  Mar       two  ^ac^s  °^  rupees  in  ready  money,  and  she  Is  accordingly 

this  day  dispatched.  But  notwithstanding  the  earnest  re- 
presentation of  the  supra  cargoes,  the  present  situation  of  our  own  affairs,  the 
large  demands  for  our  military  expences,  and  for  the  provision  of  next  year's 
investment,  render  it  impossible  for  us  either  to  increase  her  stock,  or  to  be 
of  any  further  assistance  to  them  this  season. 

6.  In  consequence  of  the  indulgence  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
grant  Capt.  Howe  for  remaining  with  the  Winchehea  another  season  in  India, 

Cons  S  &  P  Mar     u'e  ^ave  accePtec^  a  proposal  from  the  present  freighters,  for 

prolonging  the  affreightment' to  the  llth  February  1766 
which  is  charter  party  day.  And  Capt.  Howe  on  behalf  of  his  owners  has 
prolonged  the  ship's  charter  party  with  the  Company  to  the  same  time. 

7.  We  duely  observed  the  orders  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  April  1763, 
respecting  Lord  Olive's  jaghueer ;  we  at  the  same  time  received  a  letter  from 
his  Lordship,  insisting  that  we  should  not  refuse  payment  of  this  claim  ;  and 
his  attorney  has  accordingly  presented  a  demand  for  four  months  now  due, 
amounting  to  sicca  rupees  1,18,451.    We  have  in  answer  acquainted  him  that 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  comply  with  it  and  transmitted  him  a  copy  of  your 
said  orders  for  his  satisfaction.     A  copy  of  his  Lordship's  letter,  you  will  find 
entered  in  our  Consultation  of  the  26th  January,  and  of  the  letter  and  account 
presented  by  his  attorney  after  Consultation  of  the  12th  instant.    The  account 
you  require  of  the  payment  already  made  to  his  Lordship,  goes  enclosed  in  the 
packet  together  with  a  copy  of  the  kistbundee  or  terms  of  payment  of  the 
jagheer. 

8.  As  we  learn  from  Capt.  Pigou,  it  will  not  be  agreable  to  your  inten- 
tions, that  the  Russian  officers,  who  came  out  on  his  ship1  should  proceed  to 
China,  we  have  returned  them  to  Europe  on  this  ship,  the  Pigot,  and  directed 
Capt.  Pigou  to  pay  Capt.  Richardson  one  half  the  money  which  he  received 
for  the  expence  of  their  homeward  bound  passage. 

9.  Three  officers  of  the  84th  and  one  of  the  103rd  Regiment  embark  on 
this  ship  for  Europe,  together  with  twenty  seven  now  commissioned  officers 
and  private  men  belonging  to  different  regiments  which  were  in  India.     A 
particular  list  of  the  whole  is  transmitted  as  usual,  a  number  in  the  packet, 
as  well  as  an  amended  list  of  those  wh'ch  embarked  on  the  Boscawen  after 
Major  Sherlock  had  permitted  a  detachment  of  the  84th  Regiment  to  remain 
another  season  in  the  country. 

10.  Three  of  his  Majesty's  officers  vizt.,  Lieut.  Hodsden  and  Crabb  and 
Ensign  Falck  with  about  thirty  men  took  their  Dassas;e  from  hence  to  Madrass 
in  the  York  and  Liverpool,  men  of  war,  in  order  to  eo  to  Europe,  in  anv  of 
his  Majesty's  ships  from  the  Coast  and  these  are  all  that  Commodore  Tinker 
could   accomodate. 

11.  We    have    likewise    embarked    on    this    ship    sixteen    more   French 
prisoners  agreable  to  a  list  in  the  packet,  and  there  now  only  remain  here  a 
few  other  persons  who  are  at  present  sick  in  the  hospital. 

12.  Before  we  close  our  advices  for  this  season,  we  beg;  leave  a^ain  to 
take  notice  to  vour  honors  of  the  diligence  and  assiduity  of  our  Secretary, 
Mr.  Graham,2  who  notwithstanding  the  great  increase  of  the  business  of  this 
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Presidency  In  the  two  departments,  conducts  it  with  great  regularity  and  to 
our  entire  satisfaction.  We  must  also  mention  Mr.  Majendie,  our  Assistant 
Secretary,  as  one  who  by  his  close  application  to  business  has  already  rendered 

himself  a  very  capable  and  useful  servant. 

13.  We  have  laden  and  consigned  to  your  honors  by  this  ship  the  Pigot, 

sundry  goods  and  merchandize  amounting  to  current  rupees  10,48,100,  the 
particulars  whereof  are  agreeable  to  the  invoice  and  first  bill  of  lading  enclosed. 

14.  We  have  also  laden  on  her  sundry  stores  for  the  use  of  your  island 
of  St.  Helena,  amounting  to  current  rupees  1216  as.  14  per  invoice  and  bill  of 

lading  enclosed  to  the  Governor  and  Council  there. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Your  most  faithful  and  obedient 

humble  servants, 

Henry  Van  Sittart  /  Warren  Hastings  / 

H.  Watts*  I  Sam.  Middleton  /  Ralph 

Leycester  /  John  Burdett. 

Postscript 


Fort  William, 

the  19th  March  1764. 


[15.]  We  have  drawn  upon  your  honors  by  this  ship  17  setts  of  bills  of  ex- 
change at  365  days,  and  the  usual  terms.  The  particulars  whereof  are  as  follows. 
and  amount  in  all  to  current  rupees  2,41,540-5-9,  £  Sterling  28,179-14-2: 


Value  received  of 


I 


William  Shewen 

1    Jno.  Graham  Atts. 
to  Robt.  Campbell 
adm.  to  the  estate 
of   Amelia    Camp- 
bell deceased  .     . 
Jacob  Carmac 
Chas.  Greenhill   . 
Geo.  Williamson 


C.  Rs. 
1,714-  4-6 


To  whom  payable 

Himself        

The  Hon'ble  Alex.  Fraser 
Esqre 


£  Sir. 
200-  0-0 

163-  6-8 


1 


1 


1,400-  0-0 

857-  2-3 

1,071-  6-9 

1,000-  0-0 


Thomas  Pearson 
James  Ashburner 
Joseph  Jekyll  .    . 


James  Lister 
Ditto       .    . 


Henry   Van   Sittart 
Esqr 


4,285-11-6 
4,285-11-6 


John  Carmac 

Messrs,  Adie  and  Laird   . 

Elizabeth  Howitt  or 
order 

Daniel  Braithwaite  .     .    . 

Do.  

857-  2-3  Jno.  Langmore  Elias 
Brornsword  and  Tho- 
mas Jekyll 

James  King  or  Order  .    , 

Messrs.    Maidman    Parry 

^ 

and  King  or  either  of 

their  orders       .    .     .    . 

Arthur   Van   Sittart   and 

50,000-  0-0         Edmund  Boehim      ,    . 


3,000-  0-0 
13,000-  0-0 


100-  0-0 
125-  0-0 

116-13-4 
500-  0-0 
500-  0-0 


100-  0-0 
350-  0-0 


1,516-13-4 
5,833-  6-8 


*  The  other  copy  of  the  letter  and  the  postscript  bears  the  signatures  of  William  Billers 
and  Randolph  Marriott  in  place  of  H.  Watts. 
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Value  received  of  C.  Rs.  To  whom  payable                   £  Sir. 

I     John     Grant     acct.  Col.      Eyre      Coote      and 

84th  Regiment      .    .  85,714-4-6         Rich.  Cox 10,000-  0-0 

1     Major  John  Carmac  32,000-  0-0  Geo.  Clive    ......       1,400-  0-0 

1     Robt.  Gregory  acct,  Wm.    Brightwell   Sumner      1,400-  0-0 

Wm.         Brightwell 

Sumner        ....  12,000-  0-0 

1     Do.      acct.    Culling  Culling  Smith      ....       1,400-  0-0 

and  Smith  ....  12,000-  0-0 

1     Ditto        5,400-  0-0  Edward  Holden  Crutten- 

den         430-  0-0 

1     John  Burden  .    .    .  32,954-10-6  Thos.  &  Chas.  Burdett    .      3,844-14-2 


17    Setts          Cum.  Rs.    2,41,540-  5-9  £  Str.    28,179-14-2 


[16.]    The  total  amount  of  bills  drawn  on  your  honors  by  the  ships  of  this 
season  is  current  rupees  fifteen  lacks  vizt., 

By  the  Osterley        67  setts 5,41,261-13-6 

"  By  the  Boscawen     102  setts 7,17,197-12-9 

By  the  Pigot  17  setts 2,41,540-  5-9 


Setts  186  Currt.  Rupees     15,00,000-  0-0 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  obedient  humble  servants, 
Henry   Van    SIttart  /  Warren   Hastings  /  H. 

Fort  William,  Watts  /  Sam.     Middleton  /  Ralph    Leycester  / 

the  19th  March  1764.  '  John  Burden. 


LETTER  DATED  19  MARCH  1764 

Shujaud-Daulah's  preparations  to  invade  Bengal — necessity  of  an  adequate 
European  force  in  Bengal  for  safety. 

TO  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  aft'airs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honorable  Sirs, 

1.  In  the  postscript  of  our  address  by  the  Boscawen  on  military  and 
country  affairs,  we  acquainted  you  of  an  extraordinary  mutiny  in  our  army 
which  ended  in  the  desertion  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  Frenchmen, 


252  LETTER  TO   COURT 

2.  These  deserters  went  cner  to  the  army  of  Shuja  Dowla,  who  has  enter- 
t:ii::ed  them  in  his  service,  and  we  find  that  Cossim  Aly  Cawn  has  as  we 
exrxrcted  made  use  of  this  disorder  In  our  army  as  an  argument  to  persuade 
Shirr.  Dowla  to  -jsnousc  his  interest  and  invade  Bengal.    By  our  last  advices 

ire  Kins  Siiuia  Dowla  and  Cossim  AIv  Cawn  were  at  Eiiabad.  and  it  is  affirmed 
^        j  •  . 

that  preparations  were  making  to  march  to  Banaris  which  lies  close  to  the 

L  H*.  *"" 

frontier  of  these  provinces, 

3.  Major  Carmac  is  using  his  endeavours  to  restore  good  order  in  our 
armv  which  done,  we  shall  have  little  doubt  of  defeating  all  the  attempts 
of  Shuja  Dowla,  should  be  continue  in  the  design  of  marching  this  w<ay,  but 
u  e  are  of  opinion  the  prosecution  of  that  design  will  depend  on  the  intelligence 
he  gets  of  the  state  of  our  forces,  and  when  he  finds  that  we  are  prepared 
to  receive  him  on  the  frontier,  or  even  to  march  and  meet  him  in  his  own 
country,  and  hears  of  the  reinforcements  we  are  sending  to  the  armv  bv  the 

-  O  ^  *< 

assistance  of  the  Bombay  Detachment  and  the  marines  of  his  Majesty's  ships, 

•  j      »  i 

Medwav  and  Argo,  he  will  rather  wish  to  make  us  his  friends  than  his  enemies. 

4.  But  [tjhis  disposition  of  our  neighbours,  to  take  every  advantage  if  they 
find  us  in  an  unguarded  situation,  will  naturally  lead  your  honors  to  a  re- 

L-  *  r 

flection  upon  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  respectable  European  force  at  this 
Presidency  and  supplying  it  with  continual  recruits,  as  this  is  evidently  the 
only  method  of  preserving  the  tranquility  of  the  country  and  the  safety  of 

your  possessions. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Your  most  faithful  and  obedient 

humble  servants, 

Henry  Van  Sittart  /  Warren  Hastings  / 

Fort  William,  H.  Watts  /  Sam.  Middleton   /   Ralph 

the  19th  March  1764.  Leycester  /  John  Burdett. 


LETTER  DATED  25  MARCH  1764 

Mr.  Spencer  to  relieve  Mr.  Vansittart  as  Governor  of  Bengal— proposed 

invasion  of  Bengal  by  Shitjaud-Daulah  and  Oasim  All  Khan. 

T  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 

Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honorable  Sirs, 

L  1.1  Although  I  have  returned  my  thanks  in  the  General  Letter  for  the 
great  favor  done  me  by  your  last  orders  to  this  Presidency  by  the  ship  Pitt,  yet 
I  think  it  my  duty  here  again  to  express  my  grateful  sentiments,  not  only 
for  the  indulgence  granted  me  in  the  commission  upon  the  revenues,  but 
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likewise  for  the  honorable  manner  in  which  YOU  have  been  oleased  to  confer 

,  i. 

that  indulgence  and  the  favourable  lieht  in  which  von  have  regarded  mv 

<-J  O  .  C^  * 

endeavours  for  the  Company's  service. 

[2.]  The  appointment  of  Air.  Spencer1  having  relieved  me  from  the 
difficulty  I  wras  under  with  respect  to  a  successor  to  this  Government,  I  flatter 
nivself  you  will  approve  of  mv  leaving  it  as  soon  as  I  have  e;iven  that  gentleman 

s  J  I  1  v  O  O  O 

all  the  lights  and  information  In  my  power.  I  expect  to  see  him  the  beginning 
of  May,  and  shall  resign  the  Government  to  him  (unless  some  verv  extra- 
ordinary emergency  should  intervene)  in  the  month  of  July,  when  I  shall 
endeavor  to  get  out  of  the  River  in  order  to  avoid  the  sicklv  season,  which  the 
physicians  are  of  opinion,  I  could  by  no  means  go  through. 

[3.]  My  first  care  after  my  arrival  in  England  will  be  to  pay  my  respects 
to  you  and  to  present  you  with  a  memorial2  of  all  the  transactions  since  I  have 
had  the  charge  of  your  affairs  at  this  Presidency,  in  which  the  rise  of  the  late 
unhappy  troubles  is  traced  through  all  its  channels,  arid  I  hope  plainly  proved 
to  be  owing  to  no  fault  of  mine. 

[4.]  The  last  advices  I  have  received  from  Major  Carmac  are  dated  the 
15th  instant,  the  same  reports  still  continue  of  Shuja  Dowla's  intentions  to  take 
part  with  Cossim  Aly  Cawn  and  invade  these  provinces :  but  I  am  far  from 
thinking  these  reports  to  have  any  certain  foundation,  neither  have  I  the  least 
doubt  of  the  success  of  our  arms  if  such  an  attempt  should  be  made,  as  the 
cause  of  the  late  mutinous  disorder  in  our  troops  is  in  great  measure  removed. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient 

Fort  William,  humble  servant, 

25th  March  1764.  Henry  Van  Sittart. 


LETTER  DATED  27  SEPTEMBER  1764 

Shipping  news — investment  in  saltpetre. 

the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  the  Madrass  October  ship  to  forward  you 
a  duplicate  of  our  last  address  dated  the  19th  of  March  and  to  notifie  a  few 
general  advices  previous  to  the  dispatch  of  our  first  ship  from  hence, 

2.  We  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  commands  of  the  30th  Decem- 
ber 1763,  8th,  9th  and  22nd  February  1764  and  we  can  inform  you  in  general 
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that  the  orders  vhich  they  contained  have  been  duly  complied  with,  for 
particulars  we  beg  to  be  referred  to  the  usual  advices  by  our  forementioned 
iirst  ship. 

3.  The  four  ships  destined  this  season  for  Coast  and  Bay  arrived  at 
Madrass  the  1st,  4th  and  7th  July  and  23rd  August  and  the  first  three  vizt., 

the    Caernarvon,    Devonshire    and    Vansiitart    have    since 

Con*.  :T  Angc.        imported  safe  in  this  River.    The  Duke  of  Albany  they 

P  Do""         detain  at  Madrass  to  be  dispatched  home  in  the  ensuing 

month.    We   have   also   the   pleasure   to   notice    the   safe 

arrival  of  ail  the  ships  destined  for  China  and  their  being  again  dispatched  on 

their  passages  thither,  the  particulars  whereof  as  well  as  of  the  consignments 

the  gentlemen  at  Fort  St.  George  have  been  able  to  make  by  them,  will  no 

doubt  be  advised  to  vour  honors  in  the  letters  from  that  Presidency. 

f 

4.  We  informed  you  in  our  last  letter   that  in   consequence  of  your 
indulgence  to  Capt.  Howe,  we  had  prolonged  the  agreement  with  the  freighters 

of  the  Winchelsea  for  another  year,  but  we  are  now  con- 
Cons.  24th  March.    cerned  tQ  acquaint  your  honors  that  the  day  after  the  date 

of  our  said  letters,  the  ship  was  totally  lost  in  her  passage  out  of  the  River. 
Capt.  Howe  on  the  24th  of  March  delivered  us  in  a  report  of  this  unfortunate 
accident,  and  it  appearing  upon  an  enquiry  made  that  the  misconduct  of 
the  pilot  was  in  a  great  measure  the  cause  thereof,  we  ordered  him  to  be 
dismissed  from  the  Company's  service,  Capt.  Howe  took  his  passage  to 
England  on  the  Pigot,  Capt.  Richardson. 

5.  The  Earl  of  Holland  in  her  passage  outward  bound  having  touched 
at  the  island  of  Mauritius,  found  there  the  Middlesex,  Capt.  Fletcher  from 

this    place,    and    she    also    learned    that   the   Pigot,    Capt. 
Cons.  13  Augt.        Richardson  had  put  in  at  ^  Islands  the  8th  of  June,  the 

length  of  her  passage  from  hence  having  rendered  it  necessary  that  she  should 

touch  there  to  recruit  her  store  of  water. 

6.  We  have  also  received  advice  by  a  French  vessell  to  the  Coast  that 

^ 

the  Bosca'xen  in  her  passage  homeward  bound,  sprung  a  leak  about  10  degrees 

to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape,  which  obliged  her  on  the  25th 
Cons,  17  Septr.       of  j\jav  to  ^ear  awav  for  th€  island  of  Mauritius  where  she 

'Vo      *T~  -  * 

arrived  the  26th  of  June  ;  that  the  Captain  is  endeavouring 
to  repair  the  damage  and  that  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  proceed  again  on  his 
voyage  about  the  middle  of  October.  Major  Sherlock  with  the  detachment 
of  the  84th  Regiment  are  to  be  accommodated  till  that  time  with  quarters  on 
the  island  of  Bourbon,  and  the  Major  has  desired  that  you  will  make  mention 
of  his  situation  to  the  ministry,  as  he  has  not  had  time  to  address  either  the 

f 

Secretary  of  State  or  the  Secretary  of  War. 

7.  We  acquainted  your  honors  in  our  last  letter  of  the  consignment  sent 
to  China  by  the  ship  British  King  and  of  the  reasons  which  put  it  out  of 

-ATI-        our  Power  to  afford  them  any  further  supplies  this  season, 
vjons.  ijHJ  j  tii\  »        ,  .  m  -•       ,  ~    .  . 

but  as  we  are  always  attentive  to  the  importance  of  this 

branch  of  the  Company's  trade,  and  now  learn  by  your  advices  before  us, 
that  you  have  not  been  able  to  send  out  any  money  from  Europe,  we  have 
resolved  ai  all  events  to  set  apart  for  the  service  thereof  the  sum  of  ten  lacks 
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o£  rupees  out  of  the  collections  of  our  revenues  and  the  monev?  we  expect  tu 
receive  from  the  Nabob  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year. 

* 

8.  This  supply  we  have  determined  to  dispatch  on  a  ship  or  ships  to 
proceed  by  the  Pitt's  Tract,  so  as  we  judge  it  may  arrive  at  Canton  in  the 

month  of  February  and  as  an  eariv  intelligence  s^vine  the 

/•>  /^       A          t  "  *  O  O  O 

s'  §  '        super  cargoes  the  assurance  of  such  assistance  might  serve 

to  support  the  Company's  credit.  \Ve  dispatched  the  Plasse\  schooner  the 
beginning  of  last  month  to  Malacca,  with  letters  to  their  address  directing  the 
commander  to  forward  the  same  bv  anv  of  the  outward  bound  ships  he  might 

*'  <  i  O 

find  there  or  in  failure  thereof  to  carrv  them  himself  to  Canton. 

f 

9.  Notwithstanding   the   troubles   in   Bahar,   we   have   the   pleasure   to 
acquaint  you  that  our  investment  of  saltpetre  will  fail  very  little  deficient.    As 

_        „- ,    T  therefore   with   the    remains    of   last   year   and   what   we 

Cons.  2,5th  Tune  r          _  .     „  .  '1,1  -. 

receive  from  Poornea,  we  shall  have  no  hand  a  large  stock 

of  that  article,  we  have  determined  to  supply  Fort  St.  George  with  ten 
thousand  and  Bombay  with  thirty  thousand  maunds.  and  we  have  begun  to 
freight  the  supply  for  Bombay  round  on  country  ships  that  it  may  arrive 
with  them  early  in  the  season. 

v 

10.  We  have  also  granted  that  Presidency  permission  to  draw  on  us  for 

five  lacks  of  rupees  which  we  hope  may  prove  of  good  assist- 
ance  to  them  in  stocking  their  ship  or  ships  for  China. 

1 1 .  We  reckon  that  there  \\ill  be  fourteen  ships  this  year  to  be  provided 
for  from  this  and  the  other  side  of  India  vizt.,  eight  at  Bombay,  including  the 
Bombay  and  China  ship  and  the  Middlesex  and  Lord  Mansfield  of  last  year, 
and  six  at  Coast  and  Bay,  including  the  Bute  and  Admiral  Pocock  also  ships 
of  last  year. 

12.  In  a  deposition  for  those  we  calculate  that  the  above  mentioned 
quantity  of  saltpetre  which  we  have  engaged  to  send  to  Bombay  and  the  produce 

-         .,   _  of  their   own  investments   will  enable   the    gentlemen   to 

Cons.   3d   Septr.  r          _  .         .  .  ,.        .  $,  . 

return   nve   snips   from   thence   directly    to    burope ;    and 

we  hope  from  the  latitude  which  ourselves  and  Madrass  Presidency  have 
given  them  to  draw,  that  they  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  send  two  to 
China  according  to  your  recommendations,  so  that  we  judge,  only  one  ship 
on  that  side  of  India  will  remain  unprovided  for  which  we  conclude  they 
will  send  round  to  us.  Two  of  the  Coast  and  Bay  ships  will  be  furnished 
with  cargoes  from  Madrass,  three  at  least  we  shall  be  able  to  dispatch  home 

from  hence  and  one  or  tw-o  will  be  wanted  to  carrv  the  monev  bv  the  Pitt's 

j  -•      . 

passage  to  China. 

13.  Upon  this  plan  therefore,  there  is  full  provision  made  for  all  the  ships 
on  hand  and  we  gave  as  early  advice  thereof  as  possible  to  Bombay  and 
Madrass  that  they  may  either  concur  with  us  in  fulfilling  the  same  or  inform 
us  in  due  time  if  circumstances  should  oblige  them  to  make  any  material 
alteration. 

14.  The  investment  at  the  several  subordinates  will  be  complied  with  so 
far,  as  their  advances  will  go  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  dispatch  our  first  ship 
to  you  (which  we  design  shall  be  the  Bute)  about  the  end  of  November. 
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15.    Mr.  Spencer  arrived  here  from  Bombay  in  the  month  of  May  last  and 

took  his  standing  on  this  establishment  agreeably  to  your 
•'"•    ap;ioin:ir,ent.  as  has  also  Mr.  Playdell  who  arrived  lately  in 


the  Vunsittan. 


Fort  William, 

the  27  :h  SLD timber  1764. 

i, 

"Oricrmal  iia  Madras 

o 

Duplicate  per  Devonshire 

*,  4. 

Triplicate  oer  Caernarvon 

Ji.  I 


We  are  with  the  greatest  lespect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Your  most  obedient  and  faithful 

h'hle  servants, 

H.  V.   ;   J.  S.    /  C.  S.  P.    /  W.  H.    / 
R\V.  /S.'M.  /R.L.  /  J.B. 


LETTER  DATED  27  SEPTEMBER  1764 

Shujtiiid-Daulalis  march  towards  Bengal  in  league  with  Qasim  AH  Khan  — 

Major  Canute's  withdrawn!  due  to  scarcity  of  provisions  —  skirmishes  between 
Shujaud-Daulatis  and  English  army  —  retreat  of  Shiijaitd-Daulah  towards 
Buxar  —  differences  between  Ala].  Carnac  and  the  Board  re.  decisive  action 
against  the  enemy  —  preparations  b\  Major  Munro  against  Shujaud-Daulah  — 
mutiny  among  the  sepoys  and  necessity  of  maintaining  sufficient  English  troops 
for  security  of  Company's  possessions  —  army  strengthened  by  a  body  of  cavalry 
—  areement  sc'ff/z  Mir  fefar  re.  payment  of  Rs.  5  lakhs  a  month  for  extra- 


ordinary military  expenses  —  restrictions  on  private  trade. 

J.  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 

Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  address  dated  the  19th  of  March  \vas  transmitted  bv  the  Pipol, 

j  O 

since  which  we  have  had  no  opportunity  of  informing  you  of  the  occurrences 
here,  but  we  now  dispatch  this  to  Madras  with  a  duplicate  of  the  foresaid 
address,  to  be  forwarded  by  their  October  ship,  and  shall  confine  ourselves  to 
a  summary  of  the  most  interesting  events  reserving  particulars  to  be  advised 

by  our  first  ship  from  hence. 

2.  In  our  foresaid  address  of  the  19th  of  March  we  mentioned  the  reports 
of  Shu]a  Dowla's  intentions  to  invade  these  provinces,  and  that  he  was  advanced 
with  Cossim  Aly  Cawn  as  far  as  Elliabad:  contrary  to  our  expectations  they 
proceeded  from  thence  without  loss  of  time  to  Benaris,  and  as  soon  as  they 
could  prepare  bridges  for  the  passage  of  their  troops,  they  crossed  the  Ganges 
and  marched  to  the  Carumnassa  with  a  very  numerous  army  both  of  horse  and 
foot;  but  their  principal  strength  consisted  in  the  number  and  goodness  of 
the  cavalry. 
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3.  Major  Carnac  had  taken  the  command  of  our  army  a:  Doudnagur  on 

^  Tl  1  *•  "•"  f~*  T  T  "f         *  "^  1*  73 Tj  "^ 

if!  ~\13I  11  •         TJ  •  *  •«  it        ^  * 

p  '  lie  too^  post  with  an  intention  to  meet  me  cnemv  ar.c  Dung 

them  to  action  whenever  he  should  have  certain  intelligence  of  their  rout. 
But  in  this  situation  he  soon  experienced  a  want  of  provisions  arising  from 
the  difficulty  of  transporting  it  to  so  great  a  distance  and  fearing  least  that 
distress  should  be  increased  by  the  motions  of  the  enemies  cavalry,  having 
no  sufficient  body  either  in  our  service  or  the  Nabob"?  to  oppose  them  and 
escort  our  convoys:  lie  took  the  resolution  of  retiring  with  the  array  nearer  to 

the  city  of  Patna.  Here  he  was  joined  by  the  Bombay 

P  Detachment,  and  having  collected  a  small  supply  of  provi- 

sions, advanced  again  towards  the  enemy,  who  had  by  this  time  crossed  the 
Carumnassa  and  come  to  the  banks  of  the  Soane,  and  beeun  to  make  invasions 

o 

with  their  cavalry  between  our  army  and  the  citv.    These  ravages  soon  renewed 

the  complaints  in  our  army  of  a  scarcity  of  provisions,  and 

1        -•  Major    Carnac   found   himself   again    obliged   to   retire    to 

Patna :  and  thinking  it  most  advisable  there  to  wait  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 

made  choice  of  an  advantageous  post  which  was  not  only  in  itself  well  calculated 

for  defence,  but  also  effectually  secured  the  city. 

4.  The  army  of  the  enemy  incouraged  we  suppose  by  this  necessity  to 

which   our  troops  were  driven  of  retiring,   advanced  with 
A  ay'  great  expedition  from  the  Soane,  and  on  die  3rd  of  May, 

which  was  within  four  or  five  days  after  Major  Carnac  had  taken  possession  of 
his  post,  their  whole  force,  attacked  our  army.  Different  bodies  continued  the 
attack  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  near  sun  sett,  but  finding  themselves 
repulsed  in  every  quarter,  they  drew  off  to  their  camp  which  was  about  six 
miles  distant.  Major  Carnac  thought  it  more  advisable  to  remain  in  his  post 
than  to  pursue  the  enemy  who  two  days  after  advanced  again,  and  passing  a 
body  of  their  troops  to  the  eastward  towards  Futwa,  effectually-  surrounded 

both  our  armv  and  the  citv. 

.  . 

5.  In  this  situation  both  armies  remained  without  any  thing   material 
occurring  from  the  6th  to  the  23rd  of  May,  when  Shuja  Dowla  collected  his 

7  Tune  troops  together  and  marched  back  across  the  Soane  into  the 

Budgepore  country  and  cantoned  at  Buxar. 

6.  We  have  never  been  acquainted  with  any  certainty  of  the  reasons 
for  this  conduct  in  Shuja  Dowla,  and  we  therefore  can  only  give  you  our 
opinion  upon  conjecture  that  he  retreated  in  order  to  secure  the  communica- 
tion with  his  own  dominions  durine  the  rains,  which  allwavs  swell  the  river 
n  i  *' 

Soane  to  so  great  a  degree  as  to  render  it  impassible. 

7.  Forming  an  opinion  upon  the  experience  of  the  former  successes  of 
the  English  arms  in  every  part  of  India  by  carrying  on  war  always  offensively, 

and    making    vigorous    attacks    upon    the    numerous    but 
9  Mav.  i  •          r     i  L 

irregular  armies  ot  the  country  powers,  we  constantly  re- 
commended to  Major  Carnac  to  endeavor  to  bring  Shuja  Dowla  10  an  action ; 
and  this  we  thought  the  more  necessary  in  hopes  thereby  to  put  a  speedy  end 
to  the  war,  and  reduce  the  very  heavy  increase  of  expences  which  must"  have 

attended  the  continuance  of  it.    Major  Carnac  at  the  same 
°  Ju  -J  time  that  he  joined  with  us  in  that  opinion,  declared  that  he 

found  it  impracticable  or  unadvisable  to  execute  it,  assigning  several  reasons 
Vol.  IV— 17 
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which,  however,  we  must  add  were  not  satisfactory  to  us,  but  we  refer  you 
for  a  further  detail  of  our  sentiments  on  this  subject  and  Major  Carnac's  reasons 

to  our  Consultations  and  books  of  letters. 

8.  We    save    constant   advice    of   the    situation    of   vour    affairs    to    the 

<r*  * 

Presidencies  uf  Madras  and  Bombay,  and  in  consequence  received  from  them 

such  reinforcement  of  Europeans  as  they  had  it  in  their 

*;  |une*  power  to  send.    A  detachment  of  the  89th  Regiment  arrived 

S  func.  ^  ® 

from  Bombay  under  Major  Munro  who  In  virtue  of  his 
rank  in  His  Majesty's  service  became  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army  in 
Bengal,  and  finding  that  Shuja  Dowla  still  remained  at  Buxar,  we  requested 
him  to  proceed  to  Patna  with  the  troops  he  had  himself  brought,  and  those 

which  had  arrived  about  the  same  time  from  Madras. 

9.  Major  Munro  Is  now  making  all  necessary  preparations  for  taking  the 
ne!d  against  the  enemy,  for  although,  overtures  have  at  different  times  been 
made  towards  a  negociation,  we  cannot  place  any  dependance  on  the  sincerity 

of  their  proposals  while  they  remain  in  arms  In  the  Nabob's  territories  ;  neither 
la  such  circumstances  can  we  treat  of  peace,  without  running  the  risk  of 
encouraging  Shuja  Dowla  in  his  hostile  Intentions  by  giving  him  too  high  an 

opinion  of  his  own   strength.    We   continue  therefore   to 

j.  Iul-T-  insist  on  his  retiring;  out  of  the  limits  of  these  provinces, 

6  Septr.  .       .  ^  .     r 

and  delivering  up  Sombre,  who  was  the  executioner  of  the 
massacre  at  Patna,1  hoping  that  by  forcing  him  to  a  compliance  with  these 
terms,  we  shall  give  such  a  proof  of  the  superiority  of  our  arms,  as  to  deter 
not  only  him  but  ail  the  other  chiefs  of  ffindostan,  from  any  attempt  to  invade 
this  countrv. 

*> 

10.  If  no  treaty  Is  concluded  which  at  present  we  think  there  will  not, 
Major  Munro  proposes  to  take  the  field  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  and 

It  is  reported  that  Shuja  Dowla  is  in  the  same  intention  ;  the  Major  Is  resolved 
to  proceed  on  the  plan  of  acting  offensively,  and  to  bring  Shuja  Dowla  to 

an  action  as  soon  as  possible. 

11.  We  have  received  the  troops  Intended  for  us  by  the  four  first  ships 
of  this  season,  amounting  to  about  three  hundred  men,  of  which  one  half 
are  now  under  orders  to  march  to  Patna,  and  the  remainder  are  detained 
here  to  form  a  detachment  for  the  protection  of  the  Burdwan   country  if 

necessary. 

a* 

12.  All  the  Frenchmen  which  remained  in  the  army  at  Patna  after  the 
mutiny  have  been  draughted  and  brought  down  to  Calcutta,  and  we  have 

not  since  had  any  disturbance  among  the  European  troops, 
o  &  10  Augt.         kut  tjle  seapOyS  too  sensible  of  then:  own  strength  from  the 

number  we  are  now  obliged  to  keep  up,  have  mutinied  two 

or  three  times,  and  proceed  to  very  extraordinary  lengths.  The  last  instance 
however,  which  happened  was  quelled  by  Major  Munro  with  so  much  spirit 

and  such  proper  examples  made  of  the  ringleaders,  as  we  flatter  ourselves  will 

effectually  restore  good  order  in  that  corps. 

13.  The  great  dangers  to  which  the  Company's  interests  here  have  been 
exposed  by  these  frequent  mutinies  among  the  seapoys,  lead  us  again  to  re- 
present to  you,  the  indispensable  necessity  of  keeping  up  such  a  body  of  English 
troops  at,  this  settlement  as  may  of  themselves  be  a  sufficient  security  to  your 
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possessions,  and  always  overrule  the  country  forces  which  the  great  extent  of 
our  connections  now  obliges  us  to  keep  up.  although  we  can  have  but  little 
dependance  on  their  fidelity  and  attachment.  The  establishment  of  26*00 
Europeans  mentioned  In  vour  letter  of  the  30th  December  1762  If  always  keot 

i  £        rr          •  '  ' 

compieat  of  eftective  men,  we  think  might  answer  tills  purpose.  At  present 
we  want  about  sixteen  hundred  men  to  fill  up  this  establishment,  and  as  you 
are  acquainted  with  the  number  embarked  on  the  ships  not  yet  arrived,  we 
hope  you  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  compieat  the  whole  and  allow 
at  least  five  hundred  men  annually  to  recruit  and  keep  it  so. 

*  A 

14.  We  must  also  recommend  to  your  attention  the  continuing  to  send 
out  every  year  a  number  of  cadets,  and  that  all  possible  care  be  taken  to  chuse 
such  young  men  as  may  by  havine  been  bred  at  Woolwich,  or  otherwise,  be 

*  O  ,  .  D  '  ' 

best  qualifyed  to  make  officers. 

15.  As  you  will  perceive  by  the  detail  of  your  military  concerns  the  great 
number  of  men  in  your  service  who  are  to  be  furnished  with  arms,  you  must 
be  sensible  how  inadequate  the  supply  which  you  have  sent  this  year  are  [sic] 
for  that  purpose,  and  we  hope  you  will  not  fail  to  comply  with  our  indent  of 
last  season  for  6000  stand  with  bayonets  and  flints  of  at  least 


16.  The  Nabob  was  with  our  army  at  Patna  the  whole  campaign  but  his 
troops  as  we  have  before  observed  were  of  little  service  against  the  enemy, 
neither  can  they  at  any  time  be  depended  on,  for  which  reason  we  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  encreaslng  the  number  of  our  seapoys  to  a  very  great 
degree.    We  have  now  eighteen  battalions  making  with  officers  near  thirteen 
thousand  men. 

17.  We  have  also  found  It  absolutely  necessary  from  the  experience  of 
the  last  campaign  to  keep  in  our  service  a  body  of  horse  sufficient  to  secure 

our  armv  against  the  distresses  to  which  they  must  otherwise 

J 


"-     A 

/  Augt.  be  exposed  by  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy.    One  or  two  troops 

of  European  cavalry  will  by  no  means  answer  this  purpose, 
as  we  acquainted  you  in  our  advices  of  last  season.  But  it  is  judged  that  two 
or  three  thousand  good  country  horse  may  be  so  disposed  under  the  conduct 
of  European  officers  as  effectually  to  cover  our  army  from  being  alarmed,  and 
harrassed,  although  the  number  of  the  enemy  may  exceed  them  tenfold,  which 
is  at  present  the  case  with  Shuja  Dowla.  Therefore  as  trie  Nabob  has  no 
one  in  his  pay  that  can  be  depended  on  for  this  service,  we  have  come  to  the 
resolution  of  raising;  two  thousand  of  the  best  country  horse  at  Patna, 

O  j  J 

and  ordering  the  officers  lately  belonging  to  the  European  cavalry  to  do  duty 
with  them. 

18.  But  as  by  these  additional  forces  we  have  taken  upon  us  in  a  manner 
the  entire  defence  of  these  provinces,  and  relieved  the  Nabob  from  the  greatest 
part  of  his  military  charges,  it  is  just  that  he  should  provide  for  this  enctease 
of  expence  by  further  assignments  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  country. 

19.  It  was  of  great  consequence  to  settle  this  point  with  the  Nabob  as 
soon  as  possible  ;  the  regulation  and  restriction  of  the  private  trade  conform- 

ably to  the  intent  of  your  commands  of  the  8th  of  February  was  another 

.  *  *  j 

point  necessary  to  be  adjusted  with  the  Nabob,  whose  complaints  on  that 
subject  have  been  very  frequent  and  a  third  point  was  a  provision  for  the 
reimbursement  of  the  losses  of  the  merchants  in  the  late  war. 
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"Jt     Hairier  prevailed  on  the  Nabob  to  conie  down  to  Calcutta  to  regulate 
those  affairs  Iie&  set  out  from  Patna  the  latter  end  of  July  and  arrived  here 

the  second  of  this  month.    After  many  conferences  it  was 
r'  at  last  agreed   that  he  should  pay  five  laaks  of  rupees  a 

DO.  month    for    the    support    of    our    extraordinary    military 

15  Sepr.  expenccs,  so  long  as  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the  security 

of  the  country  to  keep  up  such  a  number  of  forces.  Of  these  two  laaks  are 
to  be  paid  at  Patna  and*  three  at  Cossimbuzar,  the  payments  to  commence 
from  the  1st  of  August  last,  as  it  was  in  the  course  of  that  month  that  Major 
Munro  be^an  to  take  into  the  service  the  beforementioned  body  of  horse. 

*  o 

21.  We    have    also    regulated    the    payment    of    the    restitution    to    the 
merchants  and  are  now  employed  in  putting  the  private  trade  under  such 

restrictions  as  we  flatter  ourselves  will  prevent  any  further 
7  SePr-  complaints  from   the   country  government,   and  fulfill  the 

purpose  of  your  commander  [sic]  on  this  subject. 

22.  Upon  the  whole,  we  hope  to  transmit  to  your  honor  by  the  first  ship 
from  hence,  a  well  regulated  system  for  conducting  all  those  matters  which 
concern  your  connection  with  the  country  government ;  such  a  one  as  may 
give  a  future  prospect  of  lasting  tranquillity  to  these  provinces. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Your  most  obedient  faithfull 

humble  servants, 

Henry  Van  Sittart  /  J.  Spencer  /  C.  S. 

Fort  William,  Play  dell    /   Warren   Hastings    /    Saml. 

the  27th  September  1764.  Middleton    /  Ralph  Leycester   /   John 

[Per  Devonshire]  Burdett. 


8 

LETTER  DATED  6  NOVEMBER  1764 

Court    informed    of    victory    over    the    forces    of    Shujaud-Daulah    at 
Buxar. 

1  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

I.  Although  we  have  your  own  ship  the  Devonshire  at  present  under 
dispatch,  and  think  she  may  possibly  arrive  with  you  as  soon  as  this  conveyance 
of  a  Dutch  ship  dispatched  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Houghley,  yet 
we  do  not  clause  to  omit  any  probable  opportunity  of  giving  you  the  earliest 
intelligence  of  a  signal  victory  gained  by  your  army  over  the  forces  of  Shuja 
Dowla  at  Buxar1  on  the  23rd  of  October."  The  particulars  we  received  in  a 
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letter  from  Major  Munro  dated  the  25th,  and  for  your  honors  further  infor- 
mation, we  transmit  you  enclosed  a  copv  of  the  said  letter,  and  the  papers 
which  accompanied  it. 

2.    Major  Munro's  dispatches  to  the  Government  shall  be  sent  with  our 
further  advices  by  the  Devonshire. 

In  the  mean  time  we  bee  leave  to  congratulate  vour  honors  on  this  ini- 

o  o 

portani  event,  which  we  have  great  reason  to  expect,  will  be  the  means  of 
speedily  restoring  tranquillity  to  these  provinces. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Your  most  obedient  and  faithfull 

humble  servants, 

Henry  Van  Sittart  /  J.  Spencer  /  C.  S. 

Fort  William,  Play  dell ,'  Warren  Hastings  /  John  John- 

the  6th  November  1764.  stone  /  Saml.  Middleton  /  R.  Ley  caster 

[Per  Devonshire]  John  Burdett. 
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Details  of  ike  war  with  Shujatid-Danlah  and  Qasim  AH  Khan — overtures 
for  peace  by  Shah  Alam  and  Shujaitd-Daulah  turned  down  by  the  English — 
surrender  of  Rohtasgarh — Major  Munro's  offensive  action  against  the  enemy 
praised — battle  of  Buxar,  a  decisive  victory — surrender  of  Mir  Qasim  and 
cession  of  territory  up  to  Benares  demanded — complaints  of  Mir  Jafar  on  the 
subject  of  inland  trade — payment  by  Mir  Jafar  of  extraordinary  military 
expenses — Major  Munro  recommended  in  high  terms — reflections  on  Major 
Carnac^s  military  conduct. 

J_  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'hle  United  Com- 
pany of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  By  the  general  advices  transmitted  to  you  by  the  way  of  Madrass, 

under  date  the  27th  September  last,  you  were  informed  of  the  invasion  of 
these  provinces  by  Shuja  Dowla  ;  of  the  repulse  he  met  with  on  the  3rd  of  May, 
in  an  attack  upon  our  army  then  intrenched  near  the  walls  of  the  city  of 
Patna,  and  of  his  retiring  towards  the  end  of  that  month  back,  over  the  Soane, 
and  taking  up  his  quarters  at  Buxar.  You  were  informed  likewise,  of  our 
resolution  to  attack  him  there,  if  he  did  not  retire  before  the  breaking  up 
of  the  rains  and  comply  with  our  other  demands. 

2,  The  King  Shah  Aulum  accompanied  Shujah  Dowla  in  this  expedition, 
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professing  at  the  same  rime,  an  Intire  disapprobation  of  the  measure,  and  when 

the   Nabob   canie  down    to    Calcutta,   Shitabroy,   who   was 

.  .  ,  -     ,  .»-,  i       i          TT*  • 

tormerlv  empioved  m  negotiations  between  us  and  the  King, 

he  Shahzada;   came   along   with  him,   and   brought   letters   from   the 
Kine  and  Shuiah  Dow  la,  exDressine  a  great  desire  to  enter  into  a  friendly 

O  J  A.  O  O  J 

negotiation  with  us,  and  proposing  that  we  should  send  one  or  more 
gentlemen  to  the  court  for  that  purpose,  and  direct  the  commanding  officer 
of  our  army,  to  refrain  from  hostilities.  The  Nabob  and  Shitabroy  very 
much  pressed  our  compliance  with  this  overture,  but  as  we  apprehended  that 
such  a  condescension  on  our  part  while  Shujah  Dowla  remained  in  arms  on 
this  side  the  Carumnassa,  instead  of  procuring  us  the  satisfaction  we  had 
a  right  to  expect,  would  seem  rather  to  feed  his  pride,  and  encourage  him  to 
prolong  the  war,  we  therefore  gave  him  for  answer  in  plain  and  friendly 
terms,  that  while  he  continued  wiih  his  army  within  the  limits  of  the  Bengal 
provinces,  and  gave  protection  to  the  murderers1  of  our  friends,  we  could 
put  no  trust  in  any  of  his  professions,  nor  think  of  sending  gentlemen  to  treat 
with  him.  \Ve  determined  not  to  suffer  ourselves  to  be  amused  by  his  pro- 
posal, but  to  pursue  with  firmness,  the  advantage,  we  hoped  our  army  mi°ht 
gain  by  taking  the  field  early,  and  accordingly,  when  we  acquainted  Major 
Munro  with  the  substance  of  Shujah  Dowla's  letters  and  our  answer,  we  directed 
him  not  to  pay  the  least  regard  to  this  negotiation,  but  to  continue  his  pre- 
parations with  the  same  diligence  as  before,  and  open  the  campaign  as  soon 
as  he  conveniently  could,  and  in  case  of  Shujah  Dowla's  advancing  towards 
Patna,  we  gave  it  as  our  opinion,  that  he  would  have  an  advantageous  oppor- 
tunity of  attacking  him,  while  he  was  attempting  to  cross  the  Soane,  but  if 
on  the  other  hand  Shujah  Dowla  kept  his  station  at  Buxar,  we  advised  that 
he  should  march  and  attack  him  there,  and  prosecute  the  war  against  him  with 
the  utmost  vigour,  until  he  was  brought  to  submit  to  the  reasonable  terms 
we  demanded. 

3.    While  these  preparations  were  making,  Cossim  Aly  Cawn's  people,  who 
were  left  in  charge  of  the  fort  of  Rotas,  offered  to  surrender  it  to  us  upon 

certain  conditions,  which  being  agreed  to,  Major  Munro  sent 

° 


0cu!  SCPr*         a  detacliment  who  were  accordingly  put  in  possession  of  the 

fort,  and  we  keep  a  small  garrison  there. 

4.  Our  army  was  cantoned  during  the  rains,  partly  at  Patna,  partly 
at  Moneer  on  the  banks  of  the  Soane,  and  partly  at  Chupperah  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Ganges.  Major  Munro,  with  the  troops  from  Patna, 
joined  those  at  Moneer  the  9th  of  October,  and  Major  Champion  with 
the  troops  from  Chupperah,  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Ganges  above  the 
Soane,  and  take  post  on  the  banks  of  that  river,  so  as  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  rest  of  the  army  which  otherwise  might  have  been  opposed 
by  the  enemy  with  great  advantage,  as  the  men,  artillery  and  baggage, 
were  obliged  to  cross  in  boats,  the  Soane  being  not  yet'  fordable.  The 
orders  were  executed  with  such  briskness  and  punctuality  that  the  enemy 
had  not  time  to  give  the  least  opposition,  and  the  passage  was  effected  without 
difficulty  ;  but  before  we  pursue  the  further  march  of  the  army,  and  speak 
of  the  success  which  attended  it,  we  must  stop  to  do  justice  to  Major  Munro's 
merit,  m  surmounting  the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter  before  he  began 
his  march.  ° 
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5.    His  utmost  care  and  vigilance  was  employed  in  reforming  all  the  dis 
orders  of  the  army,  and  particularly  in  conquering  that  mutinous  spirit,  which 

had  so  long  prevailed,  and  of  which  the  last  instance  was 
Cons.  24  Sepr.         i*1  a  battalion  of  sepoys,  who  marched  oS  with  their  arms* 

demanding  an  encrease  of  pay  and  prize  money,  Major 
Munro  brought  them  all  back  prisoners,  executed  27  according  to  the  sentence 
of  a  court  martial,  and  broke  the  battalion  with  infamy,  by  which  example 
and  a  constant  and  regular  course  of  discipline,  he  brought  both  the  soldiers 
and  sepoys  under  due  command.  His  next  attention  was  to  secure  the  army 
from  a  want  of  provisions  after  taking  the  field,  for  which  purpose  he,  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Billers,  the  Chief  of  Patna,  embarked  a  sufficient  quantity 
for  two  months  service  in  boats,  which  accompanied  the  army,  and  secured 
himself  by  this  precaution,  against  all  the  difficulties  to  which  he  might  other- 
wise have  been  exposed  by  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

6.    Thus  prepared,  he  crossed  the  Soane  in  the  manner  before  mentioned, 
and  marched  towards  the  enemy  who  gave  him  little  opposition  in  the  way, 

but  waited  with  their  whole  force  and  a  numerous  artillery 
Cons.  1st     o\r.       at  gllxar_    ^he  armjes  came  to  a  general  engagement  on 

the  23rd  of  October,  and  our  troops  gained  the  most  compleat  victory  possible. 
The  enemy  fled  across  the  Carumnassa  with  the  utmost  precipitation  leaving 

their  whole  camp  standing,  and  about  150  pieces  of  cannon. 

cms.       i  o\r.        -por  a  more  particular  account  of  the  action  we  beg  leave 

to  refer  you  to  Major  Munro's  letter  of  the  25th  of  which  we  have  already 

transmitted  a  copy  by  a  Dutch  ship  with  a  short  address  dated  the  6th  instant. 

7.    This  victory  has  proved  so  compleat  and  decisive,  that  our  troops  meet 
with  no  further  opposition.     Major  Munro,  in  consequence  of  our  directions 
that  he  should  prosecute  the  war  against  Shuja  Dowla  in  the  most  effectual 
manner  to  force  him  to  a  compliance  with  our  terms,  is  on  his  march  through 
Gauzepoor,  a  part  of  Shuja  Dowla's  dominions  towards  Benaras,  and  we  cannot 
too  much  commend  his  care  in  keeping  the  troops  in  order  and  securing  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  through  which  he  passes,  from  the  ruin  and  devasta- 
tion which  is  commonly  seen  on  such  occasions.    Shuja  Dowla  himself  has 
fled  to  Iliabad.    The  King  with  Beny  Bahadre2  (Shuja  Dowla's  principal  officer) 
are  at  Benaras,  from  whence  they  have  sent  letters  to  the  President  and  to 
Major  Munro  offering  their  alliance  and  desiring  to  know  what  are  our  terms.3 
Having  fully  considered  this  subject  in  Consultation  "the  6th  of  November, 
we  resolved  in  the  first  place  to  insist  on  the  performance  of  the  conditions  we 
have  demanded  from  the  beginning  vizt.,  the  delivery  of  Meer  Cossim,  Sumro 
and  our  deserters,  and  in  consideration  of  the  risque  and  expences  of  the  war 
as  well  as  to  assert  our  superiority,  we  determine  to  keep  possession  of  the 
country  as  far  as  Benaras  and  to  apply  the  revenues  to  your  benefit ;  if  Shu j ah 
Dowla*  will  comply  with  these  terms  we  shall  be  ready  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  him  so  far  as  that  he  shall  not  assist  our  enemies  nor  we  his ;  if 
he  still  holds  out  we  shall  favour  the  designs  of  his  competitors  and  do  our 
utmost  to  drive  him  out  of  his  dominions,  and  give  the  possession  of  them 
to  the  King  or  some  other  who  shall  be  named  by  him. 

8.  Our  view  in  requiring  this  cession  of  territory  from  Shujah  Dowla  is 
more 'to  give  a  publick  testimony  to  all  the  powers  of  India  of  the  success  of  our 
arms  in  the  unjust  war  he  commenced  against  us,  than  the  increase  of  revenue 
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it  may  bring.  \Ve  do  not  wish  to  extend  our  connections  beyond  what  may 
appear  necessary  for  securing  the  future  tranquillity  of  these  provinces  which 

is  the  iirst  object  of  our  consideration  and  if  we  enter  into  any  further  engage- 
ments they  shall  be  such  as  tend  to  that  point. 

9.  If  \\e  were  to  be  guided  by  the  law  of  retaliation,  we  might  with  great 
justice  refuse  to  hearken  to  any  terms  from  Shuja  Dowla.    He  entered  the 
province  with  so  high  an  opinion  of  his  own  strength  that  he  scrupled  not 
to  mate  the  most  extravagant  demands.    In  his  first  letter  which  is  entered 
upon  our  Consultation  of  the  26ih  April,  he  requires  us  in  the  most  haughty 
terms  to  \\itlidraw  ail  our  forces  from  the  country  and  send  them  back  to 

* 

Europe.  Afterwards  while  he  lay  encamped  near  Patna,  he  demanded  the 
surrender  of  the  three  provinces  which  he  said  the  King  had  granted  to  his 
son  ;  and  next  when  he  found  he  was  not  likely  to  meet  with  the  success 
he  had  fir  si  flattered  himself  with  the  hopes  of,  he  contented  himself  with 
insisting  upon  the  cession  of  the  province  of  Bahar.  We  answered  to  all  these 
demands  that  under  the  name  of  protector  of  the  King's  country,  he  was 
himself  the  greatest  destroyer,  that  we  would  defend  our  own  rights  and 
those  of  the  Nabob  to  whom  we  are  allied,  and  that  we  trusted  in  the  event, 
we  should  free  the  King  froin  the  restraint  in  which  he  had  kept  him  for  some 
years  for  his  own  purposes,  and  concluded  with  warning  him  that  we  should 
carry  the  war  out  of  this  country  into  his. 

10.  He  has  seen  to  his  misfortune  our  declarations  verified,  and  with  this 
experience  if  he  submits  to  the  terms  we  have  demanded  and  a  peace  is  con- 
cluded with  him,  we  think  it  will  be  his  care  in  future  to  live  in  friendship 

with  us. 

11.  In  our  Consultation  of  the  17th  October  you  will  see  the  particulars 
of  the  Nabob's  complaints  on  the  subject  of  the  inland  trade  and  the  restric- 

Cons  17  October  tiOnS  ^  had  resolved  on  in  consequence  of  those  complaints 

and  your  orders  of  the  8th  February  1764.  It  is  true  the 
]\abob  in  Ms  last  treaty4  of  the  10th  July  1763  expressly  consented  that  all  that 
trade  should  be  free  but  as  we  have  found  by  repeated  experience  that  some 
branches  of  it  are  productive  of  continual  disputes  with  the  officers  of  the 
Government  and  the  country  people,  we  have  endeavoured  to  distinguish  those 
articles  and  resolved  to  prohibit  all  the  Company's  servants  and  others  livinc 
under  your  protection  from  any  further  dealings  in  them  ;  at  the  same  time 
we  thought  it  reasonable  to  preserve  such  other  parts  of  the  privilege  eranted 
us  by  the  said  treaty  as  had  not  been  found  productive  of  such  disputes  and 

Cons.  1st  Xovr  comPlai^ts-  The  orders  we  were  about  to  give  upon  this 

subject  have,  however,  been  suspended  upon  the  receipt  of 
your  commands  of  the  9th  May  1764  where  you  inform  us  that  vou  Send 

?L*  JT  y°Ur  m°re  Particular  °pi*ion  and  instructions  concerning  the 
affair,  of  the  country  government.  Before  the  Nabob's  comine  down,  we  had 
resolved  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  Consultation  3rd  May  and  71st 

SESTET  should  be  permitted  to  reside  UP  the «™ - 

bv  trte  31  S°  "K  ^  ^T  emP,10yed  ln  that  Way'  Sh°uld  retum  to  utta 
bj  the  o^t  December,  which  regulation  has  been  published  and  orders  given 

in  consequence  to  the  subordinate  factories.  g 

seveAtfree  me^T  °f  *"•  ^  **""**  I764  y°u  menrion  <he  "««•  of 
several  free  merchants  agents  m  the  country  who  appear  to  have  been  forward 
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in  fomenting  disputes  with  the  officers  of  the  country  government.  In  iu>tlcc 
to  the  character  of  Mr.  John  Robinson,  one  of  the  gentlemen  therein  spoke 
of.  we  must  acquaint  your  honors  that  we  never  received  any  coinDldnts  against 
nor  had  cause  in  any  respect  to  be  displeased  with  his  conduct  in  carrvlr:^  on 
his  business.  The  only  occasions  in  which  his  name  has  appeared  on  our 
proceedings  have  been  such  \\here  he  has  found  it  necessarv  to  complain  to 
his  constituents  of  obstructions  given  to  their  business  bv  the  officers  of  the 
Government. 

13.  The  Nabob  is  yet  here,  and  we  have  recommended  him  to  remain 
until!  the  arrival  of  Lord  Clive,  that  he  mav  be  on  the  spot  to  confer  upon 
any  alterations  that  may  become  necessary  in  our  intended  plan  for  limiting 
the  private  trade  or  any  fresh  points  of  business  that  may  occur,  in  consequence 
of  your  expected  instructions  by  the  Kent.    He  has  given  necessary  orders  to 
his  officers  at  Patna  and  Moorshedabad  for  the  discharge  of  irlfe  five  lacks  per 
month  for  our  extraordinary  military  expences  as  more  particularly  mentioned 
in  our  address  of  the  27th  September  last  paragraphs  16  to  20.    The  Chiefs  of 
Patna  and  Cossimbuzar  factories  have  it  in  charge  to  receive  this  monev  from 

o  . 

the  Nabob's  officers  and  we  have  been  advised  that  the  payments  for  August 
and  September  have  been  fully  discharged  at  both  places.  For  a  more  distinct 
view  of  the  present  state  of  die  expences  of  our  army  in  the  field,  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  the  Commissary's  General  Books  which  are  now  sent, 
ending  April  1763  and  shall  be  sent  by  the  other  ships  brought  up  to  April 
1764,  from  the  time  of  the  army  taking  the  field  last  year  under  Major  Aclams 
up  to  the  month  of  August  when  the  monthly  payment  of  five  lacks  com- 
mences as  beforementioned.  The  Nabob  paid  to  the  army  and  our  different 
factories  about  thirty  five  lacks  of  sicca  rupees.  As  yet  the  particular  state- 
ment of  the  Company's  expences  and  losses  in  that  war  is  not  compleated  but 
we  judge,  it  will  exceed  the  sum  paid  by  the  Nabob,  although  the  amount 
paid  exceeds  by  five  lacks  the  sum  stipulated  bv  the  treaty. 

14.  Since  our  last  address  Major  Carnac  delivered  in  a  letter  in  answer 

to  ours  of  the  5th  of  Tulv  which  is  entered  on  Consultation 

«~Y)nc;     S   Octr  i  . 

*"  "  the  8th  of  October  and  as  you  will  find  the  whole  corres- 

pondence at  length  in  our  Consultations  and  books  of  letters,  we  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  entirely  thereto. 

15.  Mr.  Tinker  has  given  us  notice  in  his  letter  dated  the  6th  instant 

of  his  intention  to  return  to  England  with  the  squadron  agreeably  to  His 
Majesty's  orders,  and  he  will  accordingly  leave  this  River  about  the  20th  of 
next  month.  It  is  but  just  we  should  again  assure  your  honors  that  Mr.  Tinker 
has  afforded  every  assistance  in  his  power  for  promoting  the  success  of  your 
affairs  with  the  greatest  readiness. 

16.  The  detail  we  have  given  of  Major  Munro's  conduct  in  the  beginning 
of  this  letter,  speaks  his  merit  as  an  officer  in  the  strongest  terms  possible : 
but  still  we  cannot  conclude  without  repeating  the  high  sense  we  entertain 
of  his  services  and  requesting  that  you  will  in  justice  thereto  take  a  proper 
opportunity  of  recommending  him  to  His  Majesty's  favour. 

17.  Major  Carnac  having  further  sent  to  the  Board  this  day  a  lettei 
addressed  to  him  from  the  principal  officers  of  the  army  dated  the  26th  of  July, 
by  which  it  appears  that  they  approve  of  his  conduct  during  his  last  command 
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of  the  army,  we  therefore  think  the  Major  has  justified  himself  as  to  his  military 
conduct  and  Is  only  blarneabie  for  not  having  informed  the  Board  fully,  at 
the  time,  of  his  own  and  the  oScers  real  opinion  of  the  state  of  the  army. 

For  the  particular  sentiments  of  the  different  members  of  the  Board,  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  vou  to  the  Consultation  of  this  date. 

* 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Your  most  faithful  and  obedient 

Fort  William,  humble  servants, 

the  26ili  November  1764.  J.    Spencer    /   C.   S.   Playdell    /   Ralph 

[Per  Medwav]  Levees ter  /  John  Burdett. 

t-  ,/  -»  ,  i  -j 
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Return  of  Vansiitart  to  England. 

0  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  the  United 

Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  As  vou  have  been  reeularlv  informed  of  all  the  occurrences  in  the 

*  o  * 

affairs  of  this  Presidency  since  you  did  me  the  honour  to  appoint  me  to  the 
Government,  nothing  remains  for  me  to  say  at  quitting  it  but  again  to  express 
my  thanks  for  your  repeated  favours.  I  am  extremely  happy  in  leaving  the 
country  at  a  time  when  the  signal  success  of  our  arms  gives  a  prospect  of 

so  much  security  and  tranquillity. 

2.  The  particular  instructions1  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me 
singly  under  date  the  9th  of  February  1764  shall  be  returned  into  your  hands 
upon  niy  arrival  in  London.    You  will  see  by  your  books  of  Consultations  and 
country  letters  thai  I  have  never  made  the  least  use  of  the  authority  therein 
confided  to  me,  and  that  immediately  on  the  receipt  thereof  I  wrote  to  the 
Nabob  to  assure  him  I  had  your  orders  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  for 
the  establishment  and  support  of  his  government.    And  my  conduct  towards 
him  in  all  the  intercourse  we  have  had  together  has  been  conformable  to  this 
assurance. 

I  most  heartily  wish  success  to  all  your  affairs,  and  am  with  the  utmost 

respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Fort  William,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

26th  November  !7649  Henry  Van  Sittart. 
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Shipping  news — question  oj  Company's  investment  vis-a-vis  Dutch  invest- 
ment— service  matters — payment  of  Lord  dive's  claims — establishment  of 
constant  communication  with  Madras  by  means  of  qasids — shares  of  European 
and  other  sufferers  in  the  payments  made  by  Mir  Jafar — committee  for  the 
recovery  of  the  losses  sustained  by  merchants  during  the  ^ar  "jsith  Mir  Oasim — • 
Vansittart  resigns — list  of  bills  of  exchange, 

JL  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies, 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  have  already  advised  you  of  the  arrival  of  your  ships,  Caernarvon, 
Devonshire,  Vansittart  and  Albany,  and  acknowledged  recek  of  your  commands 

of  the  30th  December  1763,  8th",  9th  and  22nd  of  February 
09  Octr 

1764.  The  Success  Capt.  Gardiner  Imported  the  26th  of 
October  and  brought  us  your  further  commands  of  the  "  10th  April  and 
9th  May. 

2.  \Ve  now  proceed  to  reply  to  such  parts  of  these  several  letters  as  require 
an  answer  and  to  give  your  honours  a  general  account  of  affairs  at  this  Presi- 
dency under  the  usual  established  heads ;  and 

rf 

First  of  shipping 

3.  The  Albany  having  been  detained  at  Fort  St.  George  to  be  immediately 
returned  to  England,  it  remained  with  us  to  fix  upon  the  destination  of  the 

other    three    ships.    We    have    accordingly    stationed    the 
6  Octr  * 

Caernarvon  to  carry   the   supply  of  saltpetre  for  Fort  St. 

George,  and  be  from  thence  dispatched  home  in  the  month  of  February,  and 
the  Devonshire  and  Vansittart  to  return  directly  from  hence. 

4.  We  have  the  Devonshire  at  present  under  dispatch  and  we  hope  we 
shall  be  able  to  give  the  Vansittart  her  loading  about  the  beginning  of  January. 
For  our  third  ship,  we  depend  on  the  arrival  o£  the  Bute  from  Batavia. 

5.  We  received  a  letter  from  Capt.  Maitland  dated  at  Batavia  the  2nd 
August  advising  of  his  transactions  at  that  place,  and  informing  us  at  same 

time  that  the  arrival  there  of  the  troops  from  Manilla  had 
8  October.  occasioned  an  application  being  made  to  him  to  assist  in 

transporting  them  to  Madrass,  as  His  Majesty's  ship  Falmouth  intended  to 
repair  at  Batavia  and  proceed  from  thence  to  Europe.  With  this  application 
he  intended  to  comply  to  which,  we  attribute  his  not  yet  appearing,  supposing 
him  to  have  gone  to  Madrass  with  those  troops. 

6.  We  are  advised  from  Fort  St.  George  of  the  arrival  of  the  Revenge, 

one  of  the  ships  employed  in  withdrawing  the  garrison  from  Manilla,    The 
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4/7p,;?V  pocy,cfc  saued  from  Manilla  at  the  same  time,  but  was  not  advised 

at  Baiavia  when  the  Revenge  left  it.    We  learn  from  private 

>ect.  Dep.  IfOctr.    acj[vices  that  she  had  been  obliged  to  put  into  Borneo,  and 

that  k  v;as  ii:icer:ain  whether  she  might  continue  her  passage  to  Batavia  or  be 

under  the  necessity  of  bearing  away  for  China. 

1.    Bv  letters  from  Bombay  of  the  30th  of  September,  we  find  that  the 

Lord  Mansfield  had  not  then   arrived   and   of   course   we 
19  Xo''r-  cannot  help" being  uneasy  for  her  safety  as  she  left  this  River 

about   the   end  of   March. 

8.  Bur  supposing  that  no  misfortune  happens  to  the  Lord  Mansfield,  we 
conclude  that  her  being  so  late,  will  prevent  our  receiving  the  ship,  we  expected 
from  Bombay,  so  that" from  the  uncertainty  also  with  respect  to  the  Admiral 
Pocuck,  \\c  shall  be  deprived  of  two  of  the  six  ships  we  reckoned  upon  for 
Coast  and  Bav. 

n' 

9.  From  the  consideration  therefore  of  this  circumstance  together  with 
the  advantage  it  will  be  to  the  super  cargoes  to  receive  the  supply  of  money 

intended  for  China  without  the  burden  of  an   additional 
22d  Octr.  tonnage,  we  determined  to  apply  to  Mr.  Tinker  to  permit 

the  Argo  frigate  to  proceed  to  China  with  the  treasure  on 
the  usual  terms  of  freight.  With  this  request  Mr.  Tinker  has  complied,  and 
we  think  upon  the  whole  it  will  be  much  more  for  the  Company's  interest,  as 
besides  the  advantage  above  mentioned,  the  ship  is  extreamly  handy  to  make 
die  passage  speedily  by  the  intended  tract. 

10.  We  observe  your  directions  with  respect  to  the  four  ships  taken  up  to 

„ .   _ ,  brine;  out  troops,  and  we  shall  settle  accordingly  with  the 

sth  Novr.  r          i     •  i  r™         n  /-i          • 

agents    lor    their    several    owners.     Ine    success    Captain 

Gardiner  was  discharged  from  the  Company's  service  the  15th  of  this  month. 

11.  We  enquired  according  to  your  orders  for  the  journals  of  the  outward 
bound  voyage  of  the  ships  Norfolk  and  Chesterfield,    The  former  we  find  was 

}     Q  +  sent     home     to     the     owners     in     England     with     Capt. 

McConoehies1  other  papers  and  the  latter  we  suppose  from 

the  information  of  Captain  Duff,  has  also  been  transmitted  among  the  papers  of 
Capt.  Merchant.    We  shall  make  it  a  rule  in  future  to  demand  the  journals 

of  all  ships  that  may  be  taken  up  for  the  run  to  India. 

12.  We  have  given  directions  to  the  warehousekeepers  to  prepare  the 
rectified  accounts  you  require  of  the  Onslow's  cargoe  from  Europe  and  of 

3d  Septr  T^e  remrn*ng  cargoes  of  the  Drake  and  Hardwicke,  and  those 

papers  will  accordingly  be  transmitted  in  this  ship's  packet. 

13.  In  the  Export  Warehousekeeper's  report,  he  has  acquainted  us  with 
the  result  of  his  enquiries  regarding  the  deficiencies  in  the  bales  per  Fox  which 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  your  honors  observation. 

H,    In  consequence  of  your  orders  to  the  President  relative  to  the  infor- 
mation of  contraband  goods  shipped  on  the  Caernarvon,  we  gave  immediate 
n«   A  directions  on  her  arrival  for  a  strict  search  in  the  places  of 

~J     AUgt.  -t  r  •  .  ,  .  .  JL 

10  Septr_  tne  ship  pointed  out  in  the  information,  but  notwithstand- 

ing  this  search  was  accordingly  made  without  loss  of  time, 
an^  the  Deputy  Custom  Master  continued  on  board  during 
the  delivery  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  cargo,  there  could  be  no  discovery 
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made  of  any  of  the  articles  mentioned  or  other  illicit  goods.    For  further  parti- 

*  -L^f  *» 

culars,  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Sub  Import  Warehouse  Keeper  and 

Deputy  Custom  Master  entered  after  our  Consultations  of  the  10th  September 
and  22nd  October. 

15.  The  gentlemen  of  Fort  Marlbro"  finding  it  necessary  to  sive  some 

C3  ^_  *  C^ 

repairs  to  the  Diligent  snow  belonging  to  their  own  establishment,  dispatched 

4   ,  her  to  us  under  the  commander  of  the  S\ren,  and  detained 

"^3   A.D! 

that  vessell  there  untill  the  Diligem  shall  return.    \Ve  have 

accordingly  given  the  Diligent  the  necessary  repairs  and  she  will  soon  be  ready 
to  sail  for  Fort  Marlbro'. 

16.  The  Plassey,  Greyhound  and  Leopard,  the  former  belonging  to  Fort 

St.  George  and  the  other  two  to  this  establishment,  have  likewise  been  lately 

returned  from   the   West  Coast.    The   Plassey   has   at  the 
16  juiv  desire  of  the  gentlemen  at  Fort  St.  George  been  disposed 

1st  Novr.  of  at  publick  sale,  and  we  have  also  sold  off  the  Grevhound. 

O  (Ol  \  jiwfrl  ^ 

^"  The    Leopard    we    purpose    keeping    as   before,    to    go    on 

occasional  services  to  the  other  Presidencies. 


Secondly  of  goods  from  Europe  or  from  one  part  of  India  to  another 

17.  Our  last  general  sale  of  goods  from  Europe  was  made  the  1st  of  August, 
and   amounted   to   CRs.   4,54,218   as   will   more   particularly    appear  by   the 

account  thereof  transmitted  in  this  ship's  packet.    By  this 
to  '  account  your  honors  will  observe  thai  none  of  the  broad 

rf 

cloth  sold  to  advantage,  excepting  the  attroran.  and  that  perpets  continue 

entirely  out  of  demand.    We  have  therefore  formed  our  indent  for  woolens 

* 

according  to  the  run  of  those  sales,  and  the  large  account  of  remains  in  the 
warehouse  leaving  it  to  vour  honors  to  do  further  therein  as  you  shall  think 

o  *<  * 

proper. 

18.  In  this  indent  we  have  desired  a  supply  of  five  thousand  pair  of  strong 
shoes  for  the  use  of  your  military.    This  quantity  will  now  be  fully  wanted 
according  to  the  establishment  which  you  propose  for  this  Presidency,  and  as 
it  is  an  article  so  highly  essential  for  preserving  the  health  of  the  men  when 
engaged  in  service  during  the  rains,  we  shall  depend  on  your  ordering  it  to 
be  fully  complied  with.    Any  advance  you  may  think  proper,  shall  be  charged 
upon  this  article  in  like  manner  as  upon  the  hats  which  we  indented  for  last 
season  and  have  now  repeated. 

19.  On  the  8th  of  October  the  Import  Warehouse  Keeper  reported  to 
us  that  there  had  been  landed  from  a  country  ship  from  Madrass  five  bales 

0  _  _  of  ordinary  broad  cloth  of  different  colours  and  assortments 

from  what  are  usually  sent  out  by  the  Company,  and 
desired  our  orders  thereupon.  We  immediately  directed  them  to  be  confiscated 
and  sold  at  publick  outcry,  and  enclosed  in  the  packet  is  an  account  of  the 
sales,  the  amount  of  which  has  been  brought  to  the  Company's  credit. 

20.  We  have  received  by  the  several  ships  of  this  season  the  consign- 
ment of  Madeira  wine  ;  the  condition  and  quality  thereof  will  appear  by 
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**  S   \J 

the  Warehouse  Keeper's  report  which  goes   a  number  in  the   packet;   but 

we  must  further  remark  to  your  honors  that  the  quantity 
22d  Xovr.  .  inadequate   to   the  wants   of  your   servants   alone, 


exclusive  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  settlement,  as  will  appear  by  the  distri- 
bution entered  on  our  Consultation  of  the  5th  of  November.  The  number 
of  servants  both  on  your  civil  and  military  lists  is  now  so  much  increased 
that  there  will  ahvavs  be  wanted  for  their  use  only  at  least  three  hundred 
pipes,  we  hope  therefore  that  you  will  enlarge  the  export  of  this  article  as  far 
as  you  possibly  can. 

21.  In  our  indent  from  the  military  store  house,  you  will  find  no  further 
demand  for  heavy  cannon,  the  supplies  we  have  received  from  the  other  settle- 
ments and  His  Majesty's  ships,  particularly  the  Medway  and  York  proving 
fully  sufficient  for  the  'use  of  our  fortifications.    The  account  remains  from 
that  office  will  shew  you  the  number  now  in  store  exclusive  of  those  from  the 
Medway  and  York  not  yet  brought  to  account  as  they  are  not  all  landed, 
but  we  find  it  impossible  to  distinguish  what  part  of  these  have  been  taken 
during;  the  war,  as  the  lists  we  received  with  those  from  the  other  settlements 

!_! 

did  not  explain  how  they  came  into  the  Company's  stores.  As  this  heavy 
article  of  the  military  indent  will  no  longer  interfere,  we  hope  it  will  enable 
you  to  comply  fully  with  the  other  articles  and  we  here  beg  leave  to  repeat 
the  absolute  necessity  for  your  sendine  the  full  number  of  muskets  and 

*  «  C.3 

bayonets. 

^ 

22.  We  advised  you  in  our  last  address  of  our  resolution  to  set  apart  ten 
lacks  of  rupees  for  the  assistance  of  the  China  trade,  and  you  are  informed 

in  the  9th  paragraph  that  we  have  requested  Mr.  Tinker 
Lre.^-7  Septr.,         to  permit  ^  Argo  frigate  to  carry  the  consignments   to 

China,  having  no  ship  of  our  own  to  spare.  In  pursuance 
of  this  resolution,  we  have  purchased  of  the  owners  of  the  Mocha  ship  and 
other  persons,  a  quantity  of  bullion  to  the  amount  of  about  six  lacks  of  rupees, 
and  we  have  passed  an  order  to  the  Mint  Master  to  melt  down  into  ingots 
of  dollar  standard,  such  sums  as  can  be  spared  out  of  the  treasury  from  our 
other  occasions  ;  by  those  means  we  expect  to  be  able  to  compleat  the  sum 
intended  of  ten  lacks,  by  the  10th  of  December,  when  we  shall  immediately 
dispatch  the  Argo  with  it  to  China. 

23.  The  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlbro'  have  transmitted  to  us  their  usual 
indent  for    stores   which  we   have   ordered    to   be   prepared  by   the   proper 

in  x,  officers.    A  small  part  of  the  rice  and  seventy  five  chests 

19  isovemr.  .  r  *    i         i        r>V 

or  opium,  we   purpose   to  forward  by   the  Diligent   snow 

the  beginning  of  next  month  and  the  remainder  of  the  indent  we  shall 
transport  on  the  Leopard  snow  to  Madrass  to  be  forwarded  from  thence  on  the 
Admiral  Watson  which  we  are  advised  will  arrive  from  Batavia  in  the  month 

of  January. 

24.  We  informed  you  in  our  last  of  the  supplies  of  saltpetre  intended  for 
Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay.    The  whole  of  the  Fort  St.  George  supply  will 
be  laden  on  the  Caernarvon  ;  that  for  Bombay  we  propose  to  encrease,  as  our 
own  demand  may  allow,  to  thirty  six  or  forty  thousand  maunds  and  we  have 

*  *  ^ 

already  freighted  on  different  vessells,  of  that  quantity,  thirty  two  thousand 

maunds. 
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Thirdly  of  investments 

25.  Notwithstanding  the  regular  collection  of  our  own  revenues  and  the 
discharge  of  the  monies  which  the  Xabob  engaged  to  pay,  the  expences  of 
our  army  has  occasioned  such  large  drafts  on  our  treasury  that  it  has  not 
been  in  our  power  to  supply  the  sums  required  to  complcat  the  investment. 
We  judge,  however,  that  the  cargoes  of  our  three  ships  will  not  fall  short  of 
thirty  lacks  of  rupees,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  amount  of  the  saltpetre 
supplied  the  other  settlements. 

26.  We  are  concerned  to  perceive  that  your  honors  still  entertain   an 
opinion,  that  the  Dutch  investment  exceeds  ours  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 
It  is  an  opinion  very  different  from  the  judgement  we  are  led  to  form  from 
the  experience  and  informations  we  get  here,  for  as  to  the  quantity,  we  are 
credibly  assured  that  the  invoice  of  one  of  their  ships  does  not  usually  exceed 
four  lacks  of  rupees  and  we  know  that  for  these  four  years  past,  they  have 
only  dispatched  three  and  usually  but  two  ships  to  Europe  in  a  season  ;  this 
also  agrees  with  the  informations  from  our  gomastahs  at  the  aurungs,  which 
assure  us  that  their  purchases  fall  far  short  of  ours.    As  to  the  quality,  if  there 
is  any  truth  in  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  the  Dutch  Directore  to  the 
President,  our  gomastahs  have  the  first  choice  of  the  goods  at  every  place,  and 
they  can  only  purchase  what  we  refuse  in  the  sorting. 

27.  Now  we  are  speaking  on  this  subject  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
explain  to  you  the  nature  of  the  Director's  complaints  ;  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting our  investments  is  to  make  advances  to  the  weavers  early  in  the  season 
and  take  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  goods  to  their  amount  agreeable  to 
muster.    The  Directore  argues  that  this  is  an  undue  advantage  and  that  the 
weavers  have  an  equal  right  to  sell  to  their  gomastahs  for  ready  money  in 
the  middle  or  latter  end  of  the  season ;  but  as  we  have  an  undoubted  title 
to  a  preference  for  the  risk  and  interest  of  our  money,  and  there  is  no  certainty 
in  providing  goods  but  by  this  method  of  advancing,  we  have  always  asserted 
the  justness  of  our  proceedings,  acquainting  them  at  same  time  that  we  give 
strict  orders  to  our  gomastahs  not  to  obstruct  them  in  carrying  on  their  business 
in  any   manner  they  think  proper.    The  proceedings   of  the   Committee  of 
Aurungs1  of  the  15th  and  29th  of  May  treat  fully  on  this  subject. 

28.  We  are  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  certain  account  of  the  Dutch  exports 
for  one  or  more  seasons.  In  the  mean  time  from  the  above  circumstances  we 
cannot  help  concluding  that  your  informations  with  respect  to  their  investment 
must  be  very  ill  grounded.    Upon  the  whole  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that 
your"  own  investment  has  always  been  conipleated  as  far  as  our  supplies  of 
money  would  admit  and  we  have  never  failed  to  do  our  utmost  to  remedy 
all  the   defects  in  quality   that  have  been   pointed   out   to   us  in  your  list 
of  investment,  and  in  every  respect  to  keep  up  the  fabrick  of  the  different 
assortments. 

29.  It  is  probable  the  Dutch  investment  may  have  been  enlarged  in  this 
and  the  last  season  by  our  inability  to  supply  money  for  compleating  the  pur- 
chases we  ordered,  and  from  the  same  reason  our  cloths  will 

Cons.  1st  October.    appear  enhanced  in  their  price,  the  same  number  of  servants 
continuing  in  pay  at  the  aurungs  although  the  quantity  of  pieces  falls  short, 
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30.  We  informed  you  In  our  General  Letter  by  the  Ostedy  that  we  should 
no:  iet  the  Dutch  have  any  share  of  the  saltpetre  of  that  year  unless  we  had 

. ,  _  raore  'han  sufficient  for  our  own  occasions.    Thev  made  no 

Lrc    19  iJccr.  *  ' 

i76J. '  '          further   application   on   the   subject,   which   no   doubt  was 

Para  99.  o\vin£  to  their  bein^  sensible,  thev  could  have  no  rieht  to 

£*  O  *  O 

cxuect  anv  indulgence  from  us  after  such  a  dealing  oil  their  part.     The  new 

.-  «  Director e  and  Council  revived  the  application  at  the  end  of 

(Jons    22  jL/€cr. 

1763.  "  ""        "        last  year,  v, hereupon  we  resolved  to  give  them  the  share 

No.  36S  of  1763.    before  agreed  on  and  have  accordingly  ordered  their  third 

o  o  •> 

to  be  delivered  to  their  factory  at  Patna. 

31.  Agreeably  to  vour  orders  we  have  increased  Mr.  Delaports  sallary  to 

«_  »         *  •*•  •* 

Cor«  ^  Septr  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum.    In  the  course  of  this 

1764.  last  season  he  lias  been  employed  in  making  a  circuit  of  the 
Calcutta  aur wigs  and  has  delivered  us  in  a  report  of  the  remarks  which  occurred 
to  him  on  die  different  assortments.    The  Export  Warehouse  Keeper  has  had 
strict  directions  to  attend  to  these  remarks  and  we  forward  a  copy  of  them  in 

this  ship's  packet  for  your  further  observations.     Mr.  Dela- 
Cons.  oO  October.    pOrte  js  now  about  to  visit  the  factories  of  Maulda  and  Patna, 

and  upon  the  whole  we  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  his  attention  and 

endeavors  to  improve  the  investment. 

32.  We  have  ordered  this  year  200  chests  of  opium  to  be  provided  at 

Patna  for  the  service  of  the  West  Coast,  and  one  hundred 

Cons.  19  Novemr.    and  fifty  chests  are  now  on  the  way  down,  of  which  we  shall 

+  *> 

immediately  dispatch  seventy  five  chests  by  the  Diligent  as 

mentioned  in  the  23rd  paragraph. 

33.  As  our  investment  this  season  will  still  be  deficient,  we  had  resolved 
to  limit  the  drafts  on  your  honours  to  the  sum  of  fifteen  lacks,  but  finding  that 

we  should  be  difficulted  to  raise  the  money  for  China,  and 
Cons.  „-  October.    at  same  tjme  tnat  Tnucil  mOre  money  would   offer  to  be 

remitted  home  than  that  sum,  we  have  encreased  it  to  twenty  lacks  beyond 

,  j 

„        ..,  x,  which  we  shall  not  draw  this  season.    You  will  observe  by 

Cons.  I-  rsiovemr.      - 

the  postscript  that  we  have  accordingly  granted  by  this  ship, 

bills    for   fifteen   lacks,    and   the   remainder    shall   be    drawn    by    the    other 

dispatches. 

Fourthly  of  fortifications  and  buildings 

34.  Capt.  Fleming  Martin  arrived  In  the  Vansittart  and  agreeably  to  your 
appointment  has  taken  upon  him  the  charge  of  the  fortifications.     The  chief 

work  which  was  done  In  the  Fort  to  the  end  of  last  season, 
ptr.  wag  comp}eatjng  Tne  barracks  and  the  Calcutta  and  water 
gates  together  with  the  outworks  to  the  northward,  as  will  more  particularly 
appear  by  the  Engineer's  letter  entered  after  the  Consultation  of  the  4th  June. 
We  then  reminded  him  that  the  facing  of  the  counterscarp  of  the  ditch  should 
always  be  considered  as  a  principal  object  untill  it  was  finished,  and  it  is  now 
almost  compleated  to  the  northward  of  the  Fort. 

35.  As  Captain  Martin  transmits  to  your  honors  by  this  ship  a  plan  of 
the  Fort  with  a  full  state  of  all  the  different  works  at  the'  time  he  took  charge, 
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we  shall  refer  you  for  further  particulars  on  this  subject  to  his  said  lener  an 
plan. 

36.  We  had  great  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  and  application 

of  Capt.  Polier  daring  the  time  he  continued  to  act  as  Engineer.  He  has  now 
proceeded  to  the  army  with  the  command  of  a  Cornpanv'of  Pioneers,  and  v.e 
beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  honours  as  an  officer  deserving  your  notice 
from  his  diligence  and  capacity  as  well  as  being  a  proper  person  'to  succeed 
again  to  the  same  charge  in  case  of  a  vacancv. 

37.  In  consequence  of  the  resolution  which  we  advised  von  of  in  the 
63rd  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  19th  December  1763,  \\e  had  proceeded  to 
collect  all  the  necessary  informations  with  a  view  of  constructing  a  fort  at 

'  feT*^ 

Chittagong  and  a  plan  for  the  work  itself  had  been  transmitted  to  us  by  Capt. 
Lieut.  Burghall,  but  as  in  your  commands  of  this  season  you  disapproved  of 
anv  such  work,  we  immediately  forbid  [sic]  the  Chief  and  Council  from  beoinins 

*"  *  -*  £™J  £"J 

upon  it,  and  only  directed  them  to  send  us  a  plan  for  a  factory  to  consist  of  the 
necessary  appartments  for  the  residence  of  your  servants  and  warehouses  for 
conducting  the  business  ;  and  such  a  plan  we  have  now  before  us  to  determine 
upon. 

Fifthly  of  rents  and  revenues 

38.  On  the  subject  of  the  revenues,  we  have  nothing  new  to  mention  by 
this  opportunity.    The  settlements  of  the  three  provinces  of  Burdwan,  Midna- 

pore  and  Chittagong,  as  well  as  of  the  Calcutta  lands  continue  on  the  same 

Q.  CJ  <*J 

footing  as  last  year  ;  and  all  possible  diligence  is  exerted  in  making  the  collec- 
tions agreeable  thereto.  As  yet  the  statements  of  the  year  ending  last  April 
have  not  been  compleated  and  adjusted  by  the  Committee  of  Lands.2  When 

they  are,  such  observations  as  occur  shall  be  noticed  to  vour  honors  by  one  of 

<•  .  „ 

the  other  ships.  And  we  have  given  directions  that  the  rents  arising  from 
the  salt  farms  shall  be  stated  according  to  your  directions  under  a  distinct  head. 

39.  In  this  ship's  packet  we  transmit  you  a  copy  of  the  report  of  an  assay 
of  four  rupees  coined  in  our  mint  and  a  like  number  from  the  mint  at 

„        t      -T  Moorshedabad,  which  we  ordered  to  be  made   in  conse- 

ConS.     1st    NOVT.  ri^r-ll  •         •  1         Tk         -j  t_ 

quence  of  the  Nabobs  mentioning  to  the  President  that  our 
rupees  had  fallen  below  the  standard  of  those  coined  in  his  mints  ;  but  it 
appears  on  the  contrary  by  the  Assay  Master's  report  that  ours  upon  the 
average  are  better  about  one  per  mille.  It  is  observable,  however,  that  the  pro- 

cess of  melting  and  refinine  in  this  country  must  be  very 

f~^  i  f-\       TV  **"  *^  *^  *  ** 

-iNovr-  uncertain  as  hardly  any  two  rupees  are  found  to  be  exactly 
of  the  same  fineness.  We  understand  also  that  for  want  of  a  sufficient  know- 
ledge in  the  process  of  melting  and  refining,  and  some  necessary  utensils 

for  that  branch  of  business,  there  arises  a  loss  of  bullion 
Cons.  !;>  Novemr.   ^j^fo  joes  not  happen  in  Europe.    We  have  therefore  under 

consideration  the  remedying  these  losses  and  inconveniencies  as  far  as  possible 

with  the  assistance  of  the  Assay  Master,  Mr.  Campbell. 

40.  The  Nabob  has  paid  up  the  full  money  agreeable  to  his  treaty  of  last 
year,  and  has  since  granted  further  monthly  assignments  for  defraying  the 
encreased  military  expences,  as  you  will  be  more  particularly  informed  by  our 
Separate  Letters  on  country  affairs. 

Vol.  IV—  18 
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Szxikl';  of  covenants  and  military  servants  and  their  accounts 
f     "  ' 

41.  In  consequence  of  your  commands  of  the  Sih  of  February  1764,  Major 

Carnac,  Mr.  Baison  and  Mr.  Joimstone  were  dismissed  from 
Cons.  16  July,  t;ie  service,  but  on  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  I Oth 
Cons"  j'seAr""  April  and  9th  May,  Major  Carnac  and  Mr.  Johnstone  were 

restored  to  their  stations  as  was  also  Mr.  Francis  Charlton, 
aereeablv  to  your  orders  of  the  22nd  of  February. 

o  »  «  « 

42.  Upon  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Johnstone,  we  appointed  Mr.  Marriott  to 
be  Chief  at  Burdwan,  but  when  Mr.  Johnstone  was  re-admitted  to  the  service, 
we  restored  him  again  to  that  chief  ship,  understanding  this  to  be  the  sense  of 
your  orders,  and  Mr.  Charlton  had  been  for  the  same  reason  appointed  second 
at  Dacca.    However,  we  should  be  glad  of  vour  sentiments  whether  it  is  vour 

4w'  *  *' 

intentions  that  a  gentleman  thus  restored  to  vour  service  after  being;  dismissed 

O  *  o 

is  entitled  to  all  the  appointments  he  held  before  his  dismission.  In  favour  of 
this  title  it  is  arsrued  that  bv  restoring  a  servant  vou  mean  to  restore  him  to  all 

Q  .  o  ^ 

his  former  advantages,  and  it  may  be  urged  on  the  other  side  that  another 
servant  who  has  succeeded  to  the  appointments  of  the  one  dismissed  and 
regulated  his  affairs  accordingly  is  exposed  to  an  unmerited  loss  and  incon- 
veniencies  bv  such  immediate  change. 

*  o 

43.  This  question  may  be  considered  in  two  lights,  one,  where  a  senior 
servant  has  succeeded  to  the  affairs  of  a  junior  servant  dismissed,  of  which  there 
is  an   example  in  the   case  of   Mr.   Ellis   and  McGwire,   where   the  Board 
considering  the  seniority  of  Mr.  Ellis,  continued  him  Chief  of  Patna  ;  and 
another  where  a  junior  servant  has  succeeded  to  the  affairs  of  a  senior  servant 
dismissed  of  which  we  have  an  instance  in  the  case  of  Mr.   Marriott  and 
Mr.  Johnstone,  where  Mr.  Marriott  being  junior  was  recalled  from  the  Chief- 
ship  of  Burdwan.    We  therefore  request  that  you  will  consider  the  whole  sub- 
ject and  give  us  such  explicit  directions  as  may  occasion  no  doubt  here. 

44.  On  receit  of  vour  orders   of  the  8th  of  February,  we   signified  to 

,  .  7  O 

Air.  Watts  the  part  thereof  which  related  to  him,  and  received  an  answer  which 
is  entered  on  Consultation  the  16th  July,  explaining  the  reasons  for  his  conduct 

in  the  point  thereon  mentioned,  and  these  reasons  being  deemed  entirely  satis- 
factory we  immediatelv  restored  him  to  his  station  in  the  Council. 
»  j 

45.  Judging  it  necessary  on  account  of  the  importance  of  the  collections 

of  Midnapore  and  its  being  a  frontier  province,  to  appoint  a  member  of  the 

Council  at  that  station  and  finding  at  same  time  that  it 

Cons.  -3  OctoDr.    corresponds  with  your  opinion  expressed  in  your  letter  of 

the  8th  of  February,  we  have  appointed  Mr.  Watts  to  that  residency  in  the 

room,  of  Mr.  Beaumont  who  was  desirous  of  returning  to  Calcutta  in  order 

to  prepare  for  his  passage  to  Europe. 

46.  Mr.  Middleton  has  succeeded  Mr.  Watts  as  Resident  at  the  Nabob's 

Court  and  Mr.  Marriott  is  appointed  chief  of  an  establish- 

Do-       •Do<  ment  intended  for  collecting  the  revenues  of  such  part  of 

Shuja  Dowlas  country  as  we  may  become  possessed  of  either  by  conquest  or 

treaty.    For    the    other    appointments    among    the    civil 
Cons.  15  Novemr.    servants    since   our    last,    we   refer   you    to    the    usual   list 

transmitted  in  the  packet. 
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47.  We  are  to  Inform  you  of  the  death  of  Messrs.  William  Steers  and 
Robert  Brown,  factors,  the  former  the  21st  of  August  and  the  latter  the  3rd 

<t_^ 

instant,  and  Mr.  Henry  Higginson,  writer,  the  22nd  of  October,  all  of  fevers. 
We  are  also  to  mention  the  death  of  Mr.  Hush  Cameron  the  !6th  of  March 

c 

last  of  a  dvssenterv.    In  him  YOU  have  lost  a  verv  useful  servant. 

*  *  *  * 

48.  However,  we  have  been  fortunate  enoush  10  engage  In  his  room  a 

vJ  t,_         4 — 

voung;  gentleman  named  Tames  Reiinelr  who  Is  extreme?; 

f~*  fl     A        "1  *  * 

Sl     *  ?  well  versed  In  the  business  of  survevinz    and    has    alrcadv 

o  • 

given  great  proofs  of  bis  diligence  and  capacity  in  making  a  survey  of  the 

great  river, 
o 

49.  All  the  writers  of  this  season  are  arrived  and  have  been  disposed  as 
assistants  In  the  different  offices,  but  we  must  remark  that  we  still  experience 
a  great  deficiency  of  hands  for  conducting  your  business  In  Its  present  enlarged 
state. 

50.  The  occurrences  In  your  military  list  of  casualties  and  promotions  have 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  become  so  numerous,  that  we  find  It  Incon- 
venient to  narrate  them  In  the  body  of  our  letter.    We  have  therefore  had 

«i 

recourse  to  seperate  lists  which  we  forward  In  the  packet,  and  \\e  shall  take  the 
liber  tv  to  observe  the  same  method  In  future. 

*•' 

51.  Air.  Saml.  Barthol.  Case  who  came  out  a  writer  In  the  year  1761,  having 
ever  since  his  arrival  in  the  country,  laboured  under  a  very  bad  state  of  health, 

is  now  obliged  to  return  to  England  for  his  recovery.    We 
Cons,  io  Octobr.    accor<jingly  permit  him  to  take  passage  on  the  Devonshire 

and  having  reason  to  commend  his  diligence  and  good  behaviour  since  he  has 
been  In  the  service,  we  hope  your  honours  will  not  refuse  him  your  licence  to 
return  to  his  station,  should  he  recover  his  health. 

52.  On  the  same  ship  takes  his  passage  Capt.  John  Green  of  the  artillery 
who  has  been  obliged  to  resign  the  service  on  account  of  his  bad  health.    By 

the  certificate  we  have  given  him  of  his  service,  you  will 
Cons.  12  Novemr.    observe  t]iat  ^  kas  acted  in  all  the  different  degrees  of  an 

officer  in  the  corps  of  artillery,  and  we  should  do  him  great  Injustice  If  we  were 
not  to  assure  your  honors  that  he  has  been  of  remarkable  use  to  the  Company 
In  each  of  those  degrees  and  that  In  him  they  experience  the  loss  of  a  very 
deserving  and  skilful  officer. 

53.  Capt.  John  Nollekens  who  was  wounded  In  the  action  of  the  3rd  of 
May  near  Patna,  made  an  application  to  us  some  time  after,  setting  forth  that 

as  his  wound  had  disabled  him  for  further  field  service  It 
Cons.  20  August     wag  -^s  ^ntention  to  return  to  England,  but  that  not  having 

acquired  any  fortune,  he  should  be  unable  to  maintain  himself  unless  your 
honors  would  condescend  to  continue  his  pay  to  him  for  life.  We  made 
answer  that  being  sensible  of  the  length  and  fidelity  of  his  service,  we  should 
not  fall  to  recommend  his  case  to  your  consideration  and  hoped  It  would  meet 
with  the  desired  effect ;  and  we  doubt  not  of  your  compliance  with  so  reason- 
able an  application. 

54.  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Major  Knox,  we  promoted  Capt.  Giles 

Stibbert  to  the  vacant  majority,  and  upon  the  arrival  of 
Cons.  21st  May       gr   Rob^  Fletcher  in  consequence  of  TOUT  directions  that 

Cons,  20  Septr.  „;...._-  . 

he  should  stand  next  after  Major  Knox,  we  gave  him  a 
commission  senior  to  Majors  Champion  and  Stibbert. 
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55.  To  prevent  Capt,  Pembies  being  superceded  by  junior  officers  on  our 
establishment  being  promoted  to  be  Major,  we  also  gave  him  a  brevet  for  that 

rank   whilst   he   should    remain    in   the    command    of   the 
Cons,  Is  June          Bombav  Detachment  serving  under  this  Presidency,  of  which 
appointment    the    Governor    and    Council    of    Bombay    have    signified    their 
approbation. 

56.  The  vacancy  occasioned  in  our  chaplaincy  by  the  return  of  Air.  Bowen 

to  England  was  of  course  filled  up  by  the  Revd.  Air.  Parry, 


Con?.  :.6  Kovemr.    but  ^  Revd<  ^|r<  Hurst  having  also  resigned  the  service  to 

return  to  Europe  this  season,  we  must  request  that  you  will  appoint  another 
chaplain  for  this  Presidencv  as  soon  as  possible. 

57.  We   take  the  liberty  again  to  mention  Air.  Benjamin  Lacam  who 
serves  in  the  office  of  Muster  Master  at  the  New  Fort  as  he  sets  fcrth  to  us,  that 

a  representation  of  his  diligence  and  good  behaviour,  is  the 

Cons.  19  Xovemr.    opj^  dependence  he  has  for  obtaining  an  appointment  upon 

your  list  of  covenanted  servants.    We  beg  leave  also  to  recommend  Mr.  John 

Peiarce  who  has  served  for  some  time  as  a  monthly  assistant  under  the  Secre- 

^ 

tarv,  and  has  been  mentioned  bv  him  to  us  as  beins;  extreamlv  diligent  and 

»  -  O  .  O 

in  every  respect  qualified  for  an  appointment  in  the  service  which  he  is  desirous 

of  obtaining. 

o 

58.  We  mentioned  in  OUT  letter  of  the  19th  of  March  1764,  that  agreably 
to  your  orders,  we  had  refused  payment  of  Lord  Olive's  jaghuer  upon  the 

demand  of  his  attorney.  Soon  after  we  received  a  letter 
Cons.  25  April  from  the  Nabob  insisting  that  the  amount  of  the  jaghuer 
Cons.  7  May  should  be  paid  to  him,  if  the  Company  has  forbid  the 

Cons.  22  Novemr.    payment  Of  "n  to  Lc^cl  Clive  and  this  claim  being  deemed 

unquestionable,  we  accordingly  paid  to  the  Nabob  the  amount  then  due.  In 
conformity  to  your  last  orders  of  the  9th  of  May,  we  shall  continue  to  make 

*  »  * 

the  payments  as  usual  to  Lord  Clive  or  his  attornies. 

59.  We  have  found  it  necessary  to  add  one  hundred  rupees  a  month  to 
the  allowances  of  your  chaplains  and  head  surgeons  at  the  Presidency.    The 

great  increase  of  expences  especially  in  the  article  of  house 
ons.      JL  G\emr.    rentj  occasioned  bv  the  increased  number  of  inhabitants  of 

•> 

all  denominations,  bears  particularly  hard  on  the  gentlemen  in  those  stations 
who  have  no  prospect  of  further  advancement  and  for  the  most  part  have 
families  to  support. 

60.  We  have  for  some  time  established  a  constant  correspondence  with 
Madrass  by  land  by  the  means  of  stage  cossids,  which  has  been  attended  with 

all  the  advantage  we  could  expect,  both  in  regard  to  the 

ons.    T  Fe  y.       pubiick  affairs  and  the  conveniencies  of  trade,  and  we  have 

lately  stationed  an  English  gentleman  resident  at  Ballasore,  another  at  Cuttack 

and  another  between  that  and  Vizagapatam,  to  pay  those  cossids  and  see 

that  they  do  their  duty  so  that  the  packets  may  meet  with  no  delays. 

61.  Mr.  Burdett  represented  to  the  Board  that  in  the  month  of  March 
last,  he  paid  money  into  the  treasury  for  a  sett  of  bills  on  the  Company  and 

transmitted  the  first  bill  by  the  ship  Pi  got.    But  having 
Cons.  15  Novemr.    eithef  jQst  Qr  mislajd  the  ^^  three  bm^  he  requested  we 

would  either  grant  him  5th  and  6th  bills  or  such  certificates  as  might  serve 
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him  to   recover  payment,   should  the  first  bill   not   arrh  e   safe  In   En-Land. 

.  ^ 

Particulars  of  the  said  bills  are  as  follows: 

The  15th  March  1764,  a  sett  of  bills  drawn  bv  the  Governor  and 
Council    at    Fort    William    on    die    Court    of    Directors,    pavable    to 

jt       - 

Messrs.  Thomas  and  Charles  Bnrdett  for  £St.  3,844-14-2  at  365  days  sizh: 
value  received  here  of  Tno.  Burdett  CRs.  32,954-10-6. 

*j 

In  consequence  of  the  above  representation,  we  referred  to  our  treasury  book 
and  found  this  sum  to  have  been  paid  in  as  specified  ;  we  therefore  are  to 
request  that  notwithstanding  any  accident  may  befall  the  first  bill,  you  will 
cause  the  amount  of  the  sett  to  be  discharged. 


Seventhly  of  accounts 

62.  The  General  Books  of  this  Presidency  ending  April  1760,  were  forward- 
ed by  the  Boscaven.    The  sett  ending  April  1761  now  goes  in  the  Devonshire, 

and  \\e  have  the  pleasure  to  observe  by  the  Deputy  Accomptant's  letter 
that  two  more  setts  will  be  ready  to  go  this  season.  After  Air.  Dacres's 
appointment  to  Patna,  Mr.  Richard  Barwell  was  ordered  to  bring  up  those 
books,  and  we  think  that  great  merit  is  due  to  him  for  Ms  diligence 
and  attention  in  bringing  this  heavy  work  on  to  so  great  forwardness  in  so 
short  a  time. 

63.  \Ve  are  surprised  equally  with  you  at  the  demand  made  by  12  gentle- 
men, late  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  for  account  of  the  restitution  stipulated  by 
the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier  in  his  treaty4  of  1757  to  be  paid  to  the  European 
sufferers  in  the  capture  of  Calcutta  the  preceeding  year.    Their  demand  is 
entirely  erroneous  and  groundless  as  we  shall  plainly  evince. 

64.  First  we  must  premise  that  we  have  examined  the  original  treaty  and 
the  term  is  "rupees"  and  not  "sicca  rupees",  but  supposing  it  had  been  sicca 
rupees,  the  Company  were  by  no  means  answerable  for  the  performance  of 
[sz'c]  and  all  that  can  be  required  of  them  is  to  account  with  the  concerned  for 
as  much  as  they  received  into  their  treasury,  and  moreover  supposing  that 
sicca  rupees  had  been  specified  in  the   treaty  and  that  the  Company  were 
answerable  for  the  performance  of  the  stipulation,  yet  the  charge  of  20  per  cent, 
to  bring  the  siccas  to  Calcutta  currency  is  most  unjust,  for  the  regular  and 
established  bait  a  on  sicca  rupees  has  always  been  16  per  cent,  nor  have  they 
ever  been  passed  at  a  higher  rate,  but  at  on  a  particular  period  and  that  for  a 
verv  short  time. 

*• 

65.  The  complainants  set  forth  in  their  bill  that  the  amount  of  claims 
delivered  into  the  commissioners,  before  the   13th  October   1757,  amounted 
to  thirty  nine  lacks,  fifty  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  two  rupees 
(39,54,722),  which  with  the  20  per  cent  interest  allowed  thereon,  amounted  to, 
forty  seven  lacks,  forty  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  six  rupees  (47,45,666V 
Perhaps  the  amount  of  claims  brought  before  the  commissioners  to  that  day 
might  be  the  sum  they  have  specified,  but  the  commissioners  sat  for  three 
years  afterwards  and  passed  in  the  whole  claims,  amounting,  as  you  will  find 
by  the  enclosed  list  extracted  from  the  book  of  dividends,  to  the  principal 
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fortv  three  lacks  rlftv   thousand,  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  rupees, 
ar.nac?  and  three  Dice  ...  ...  ...  ...     43,50,913-12-3 


and  that  the  amount  rassed  for  Interts:  at  20  per  cent,  was  eight 
lacks  fifty  four  thousand  and  nine  rupees  five  annaes  and 
six  pice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,54,009-  5-6 


and  the  amount  of  Interest  at  6  per  cent  further  passed,  on 
ecods  recovered,  v/as  fortv  one  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 

**—  w 

nineteen  rupees  ten  annaes  and  six  oice  ...  41,919-10-6 


making  altogether  the  sum  of  fifty  two  lacks,  forty  six  thousand 
eight  hundred,  and  fortv  two  rupees  twelve  annaes  and 
three  pice  "...  *  ...  ...  ...  52,46,842-12-3 

66.  We  must  here  remark  that  the  European  sufferers'  proportions,  out 
of  the  first  payments  made  by  the  Xabob  did  not  pass  at  all  through  the 
Company's  treasury,  the  commissioners  received,  and  divided  it  to  the  sufferers 
themselves,  but  finding  this  created  a  ^reat  deal  of  confusion,  they  afterwards 

i—  •*_/  ^ 

requested  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  that  the  money  might  be  received 
In  the  Company's  cash,  and  Issued  from  thence.  Notwithstanding  this,  when 
we  came  to  make  UD  the  Nabob's  accounts,  we  found  It  necessary  to  debit 

*-  * 

him  for  the  whole  sum  granted  by  the  treaty,  including  the  European  sufferer's 

proportion  and  to  credit  him  and  debt  [debit]  the  treasury,  for  all  the  sums  he 
paid  on  account  of  the  treaty,  as  if  paid  wholly  into  the  treasury,  such  of  those 
sums  as  had  been  Immediately  paid  to  the  commissioners  for  account  of  the 
European  sufferers  without  having  really  passed  through  the  treasury  were 
adjusted  by  debiting  them  to  the  treasury,  as  if  they  had  been  paid  from 
thence  ;  and  in  order  to  reduce  the  fifty  lacks  of  rupees  to  currency,  we  added 
the  usual  batta  of  16  per  cent,  making  fifty  eight  lacks  of  current  rupees 
(58,00,000)  but  as  the  payments  made  by  the  Government  here,  never  turn  out 
full  siccas,  every  party  concerned  in  the  sum  granted  must  be  charged  with 
the  proportion  of  the  loss  on  batta. 

67.  The  whole  sum  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  on  account 
of  European  sufferers  including  the  transfers  before  mention- 
ed, is  fifty  two  lacks  ninety  four  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
seventy  rupees  two  annaes  and  eleven  pice,  up  to  the  close 

of  the  restitution  books  the  30th  September  1761  ...  ...      52,94,970-  2-11 

We  are  informed  although  there  Is  no  record  of  it,  that 
Roydoolub5  was  promised  a  commission  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  sum  granted  by  the  treaty  except  on  the  fifty  lacks  given 
to  the  army  and  navy.  The  said  commission  was  really  paid 
him  on  a  considerable  part  and  we  not  being  able  to  'deter- 
mine whether  the  rest  should  be  paid  him  or  not  kept  it  in 
your  cash,  leaving  it  on  the  books  under  the  head  of  reserved 
commission,  and  debited  all  the  parties  concerned,  the  full 
amount  of  their  proportions,  the  European  sufferers  are  ac- 
cordingly debited  on  fifty  eight  lacks  at  5  per  cent  making  . . ,  29,000-  0-  0 
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The  loss  of  batta  on  the  whole  amount  received  from  the 
treaty  was  four  lacks,  seventy  five  thousand,  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  five  rupees  fifteen  annaes  and  five  pice,  of  which  the 
European  sufferers1  proportion  being  as  fifty  lacks  to  two 
hundred  and  twenty  seven,  amounted  to 

The  loss  upon  sale  of  goods  delivered  in  part  of  the  treaty 
and  the  Company's  expences  in  collecting  the  money 
amounted  to  two  lacks  thirty  five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  thirty  four  rupees  eleven  annaes  and  six  pice  of  which 
the  European  sufferers'  proportion,  being  as  before  50  to 


Baliance  remaining  In  your  hands  as  per  restitution  books 
closed  30  September  1761 


whole  sum  granted  to  the  European 
suffreers  bv  the  treatv  ... 


1,04,792- 


51,901-14-  9 
57,41,664-  2-  9 


Currt.  Rs.  58,00,000-  0-  0 


Since  which  we  have  paid  according  to  the  extract  from 
the  treasury  books  inclosed  In  the  packet  ...  ...  14,071-11-  3 

Now  remaining  In  the  Companys  hands         ...  ...  44,264-  2-  0 


58.335-13-  3 


But  If  it  be  determined  that  Roydoolub  shall  not  receive  the  remaining 
part  of  Ills  commission,  a  further  sum  will  conie  to  the  credit  of  the  European 
sufferers  as  follows. 

Rovdoolub  was  to  receive  5  per  cent  on  all  the  money 

except  the  fifty  lacks  to  the  armv  and  navy  that  is  to  say  on 
one  hundred  and  seventy  seven  lacks  of  sicca  rupees  making 
sicca  rupees — 8,85,000  at  16  per  cent  batta 


He  appears  to  have  received 

And  there  remains  IP  your  hands  under  the  head  of  re- 

rf 

served  commission 

Which  if  It  is  net  to  be  paid  him  must  be  divided  as 
follows. 

To  the  Company  £00/1 77ths  ... 

European  Sufferers  50 
Natives  20 

Portuguese  2 

Armenians  5 


10,26,600-  0-  0 
6,48,340-14-  0 

3,78,259-  2-  0 


2,13,706-  0-  0 

1,06,853-  0-  0 

42,721-  2-  0 

4,274-  0-  0 

10,685-  0-  0 
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6S.     The  conies  of  the  dividend  books  which  v/ere  sent  to  YOU  bv  the  Roval 

IL  *  .  J 

"£t    and  .-Is*:^-'  a  :;:;??;  :r.  the  month  of  October  1763,  will  shew  the  parti- 
lars   of    the    claims    *3a^.e:d   bv    the    commissioners,    amounting;    as    before 

H*»  »  4^^ 

n:ciir:oncd,  principal  and  interest  to  52.46.S-42-  1  2-3,  which  appears  to  have  been 
paid  0:1:  of  vour  rrLT^r.rv,  AC  believe  to  have  arisen  from  allowances  made 

A  .  4 

to  the  Secretary  fur  himself,  for  oncers  emoloved  under  him,  and  for  other 

*  A.  * 

"fl  1     •  1|  -*     «  •  -H  *  p  ^ 

4"  '"^  *>  *"*  /*-*c     o  f  Tv--*"i  ,rt  fl  ^  "r    r  rh*  ^    /"M  c  t"y  T  i  ^  i  f"  i  /j  \  "^     /~i'*~    T  r^  *~*    Tnc*i  n*Ti  »~-«^'r 

C  *,*.a.i  <C^      ctlL  *n^  ii^lii^  4      LiL,iC     tAl^L*  I*J  LlLii  Jil     UJL       LllL      IllUll'LV  . 

^-'  i_  ^ 

69.  The  ->  ouchers  taker,  for  these  payments  were  thus.    The  claimants  sign- 
ed a  dhidcnd  pauer  for  the  rtspectivc  sums  as  thev  were  passed,  and  on  sig-nins 

£       x,  i  F  o  O 

that  paour,  received  an  order  from  the  commissioners  upon  vour  treasury  to 

X         L  JL  w  j- 

receive  :he  moncv  from  thence,  as  you  \\ill  be  informed  by  the  copy  of  a 
letter  in  the  packet  from  Air,  Cooke,  the  first  Commissioner  here,  to  our 
Secretary.  The  dhidend  papers  are  lodged  in  the  Alavor's  Court.  Of  those 

*  i.        1  O 

papers,  copies  have  already  been  sent  to  you.     The  orders  given  by  the  com- 

j*        ^  -*.  *  rf  O  „ 

mlssioners  on  the  treasury  are  in  our  possession  and  may  also  be  sent  to  you, 
if  you  shall  so  direct. 

70.  We  cannot  help  remarking  that  the  twelve  gentlemen,  who  have  filed 
the  bill,  have  therein  set  forth  that  they  claim  on  behalf  of  themselves,  and 
of  all  the  English  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  for  which  we  believe  they  are  not 
sufficiently  authorized. 

71.  Air.  Van  Staden's  claim  is  fully  stated  in  his  letter  to   the  Board 

entered  on  Consultation  the  18th  October  1762,  to  which  we  need  only  add, 

j 

that  his  claim  is  very  just  and  we  think  he  ought  to  be  considered. 

72.  You  have  been  informed  by  the  last  year's  treaty  with  the  Nabob, 

*  j  j 

that  all  losses  sustained  by  the  English  merchants  and  others  residing  under 
the  Company's  protection  in  the  course  of  those  troubles  should  be  made 
good  to  them6  according  to  the  account  which  should  be  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  President  and  Council.  We  accordingly  formed  ourselves  into 
a  committee  for  that  purpose  and  established  regulations  by  which  all  claims 
were  to  be  determined  ;  these  you  will  find  w^ere  calculated  to  reduce  the 
demands  to  the  prime  cost  of  every  article  and  upon  which  we  admitted  a 
reasonable  interest  and  allowance  for  risk.  We  opened  this  committee  the 
17th  of  February  and  continued  to  receive  the  claims  of  the  merchants  untill 
the  17th  of  October  when  the  whole  was  nearly  closed  and  the  amount  to 
our  great  surprize  turns  out  between  fifty  and  sixty  laaks  of  rupees.  This 
large  amount  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  great  extension  of  the  inland  trade  which 
of  course  suffered  in  all  quarters  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  troubles,  parti- 
cularly at  Patna,  where  the  whole  fortunes  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  were 
entirely  involved.  The  Nabob  has  paid  to  the  sufferers  one  "fourth  of  their 
several  claims  and  promised  to  discharge  the  remainder  as  speedily  as  the 
situation  of  his  affairs  will  admit. 

73.  In  consequence  of  your  orders  for  discharging  the  bonds  lost  at  the 
capture  of  Calcutta,  we  have  paid  off  the  principal  and  interest  of  one  in 
the  name  of  Air.  Thomas  Purnel  according  to  an  account  current  entered 

after  Consultation  the  15th  of  October.    In  which  you  will  observe  is  deducted 

the  payment  before  made  on  that  bond. 

74.  We  have  also  discharged  the  principal  and  interest  of  one  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Robert  Massey  according  to  an  account  current  entered  on  the 
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same  Consultation,  having  observed  in  both  cases  to  take  the  security  a:;d 

t—  •  » 

Indemnification  YOU  were  pleased  to  direct. 

»  i. 

75.  With  respect  to  the  legacies  mentioned  In  the  S3,  84  and  ?5  paragraphs 

1  O  *.  L_  A 

of  your  letter  of  the  22nd  February,   Hazzoorirnu!  will   settle  them  In  the 

*i  _, 

manner  you  direct.    We  had  never  received  the  princiDal  money  Into  the 

*>  „  JL  JL 

Company's  cash  but  he  will  now  pay  It  In  for  an  usual  interest  bond  and 
appoint  agents  for  remitting  the  Interest  annuallv  to  the  charities. 

Eighthlv  of  ike  Dutch  and  other  European  nations  in  India 

76.  We  have  only  to  mention  under  this  head  that  no  commissaries  on 
the  part  of  the  French  nation  are  yet  arrived  and  with  respect  to  the  Dutch 
that  we  carefully  avoid  all  disputes  with  them  and  In  the  course  of  this  season 
have  had  none  of  any  publick  notice, 

Supplement 

77.  Since  we  beg;an  to  draw  up  this  letter,  your  ship  the  Calcutta  has 

O  i.  •»  A- 

arrived  from  Bombay,  dispatched  by  that  Presidency  In  consequence  of  our 
advices  of  25th  Tune,  to  carry  them  a  loading  of  saltpetre.  We  have  therefore 

J  OF 

determined  to  increase  the  supply  which  was  first  intended  and  stationed  the 
Calcutta  to  return  immediately  to  Bombay  with  six  thousand  ba^s. 

•>  *  ^- 

78.  As   they   acquint  us   at  same   time   that   they   shall  be  in   want   of 
tonnage  for  their  intended  disposition  of  six  ships  for  Europe  and  two  for 
China,  on  account  of  the  non-arrival  of  ihe  Lord  Mansfield,  and  their  being 
obliged   to  unload  the  cargoe  of  the  Mocha  ship   and  send  her  into  dock, 
we  have  wrote  to  the  eentlemen  at  Fort  St.  George  to  send  them  round  the 

O  O 

Admiral  Pocock  as  soon  as  she  arrives  and  If  the  Kent  shall  import  from 
England  in  any  tolerable  time,  we  have  determined  to  send  her  round  also 
with  a  further  quantity  of  salt  petre. 

79.  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Assay  Master,  laid  before  us  on  the  19th  instant, 
the  regulations7  which  we  directed  him  to  prepare,  for  remedying  the  defects 
of  the  mint,  and  having  again  considered  them  in  Consultation  the  23rd  instant, 
they  appeared  to  us  so  well  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  the  merchants,  and 
so  necessary  for  supporting  the  credit  of  the  mint,  that  we  determined  they 
should  be  immediately  carried  Into  execution. 

^ 

80.  We  have   appointed   Mr.   Campbell,   Mint   Master,   with   the   entire 
charge  of  the  business  of  the  mint,  being  the  only  method  we  have  for  proce- 
cuting  those  regulations  unless  you  shall  think  proper  to  send  out  a  person 
as  Mint  Master  equally  qualified  In  the  art  of  refining  and  assaying. 

81.  We   have    required    of   Mr.    Campbell    the    necessary    accounts    for 

exemplifying  the  regulations  he  has  proposed,  and  that  the  same  may  be 
further  improved  under  our  directions  and  we  have  also  ordered  him  to 
proceed  Immediately  in  teaching  two  of  the  Company's  covenant  servants, 
the  art  of  refining  and  assaying,  that  they  may  be  ready  to  take  charge  In 
case  of  accidents. 

82.  As  the  arrival  of  our  reinforcements  from  England,   and  the  late 
decisive  victory  obta[i]ned  over  Shuja  Dowla  leave  no  further  plea  to  delay 
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the  execution  of  his  Maj  j?:vV  orders  for  the  rerorn  of  Ms  regiments  to  England, 
the  sir.ril:  remains  of  the  eight*;  ninth  and  ninety  sixth  regiments  now  here 

will  bti  embarked  on  the-  other  tv\o  shins  of  this  season, 

i_ 

53.  The  fe*rt   mt-n  or  the  54th  Regiment  who  have  remained  since  last 
season  on  uur  application  to  Major  Sherlock,  are  to  be  accommodated  by 
Mr.  Tinker  with  a  oarage  in  the  .Vetfaiy,  and  we  take  this  opportunity  to 
mention  Cant,   Margin,  the  officer  who  commanded  them,  as  having  parti- 
cularly distinguished  hinisv;f  In  the  course  of  last  campaign  on  a  seperate 
command  In  the  sircar  Saran^  countrv. 

o  * 

54.  Having  had  such  frequent  experience  on  the  little  dependance  to  be 
placed  In  the  Frenchmen  who  have  served  In  our  military,  we  determined 
co  VtirJhdraw  them  from  the  armv,  after  the  murinv  In  the  month  of  February, 

*  «*  j 

and  we  now  intend  to  return  them  to  Europe  on  the  different  ships  of  this 
season.  Twentv  six  are  according  embarked  on  the  Devonshire,  of  whom  a 

•f  C,          r  * 

list  goes  a  number  In  the  packett, 

85.  We  have  also  ordered  a  passage  [on]  board  her  to  Lieutenant  Van 
Kiel   of  the   marines   belonging   to    his   Majesty's   ship   Liverpool   and    paid 

Capt.  Qulcke  the  sum  of  £10  for  his  passage  on  account  of  the  owners,  the 

further  sum  of  £30  for  furnishing  the  Lieutenant  with  provisions  at  his  table. 
We  have  refered  him  to  receive  payment  from  you,  according  to  the  Instruc- 
tions In  vour  letter  of  the  3 1st  March  3763. 

* 

86.  Amongst  the  indents  In  the  packet,  there  Is  one  sent  by  the  chaplains 
tor  books  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  church,  which  we  request  may  not  be 
omitted  to  be  complied  with. 

87.  At  our  Consultation  this  day,  we  received  a  remonstrance  from  the 
officers  who  came  out  In  the  Success  setting  forth  their  claim  to  take  rank 
in  the  service  from  the  dates  of  the  commissions  which  you  granted  them  In 
England,  and  containing  a  further  claim  from  Lieutenant  Thomas  in  con- 
sequence of  the  tenor  of  his  commission  to  take  rank  next  after  Mr.  Isac 
Tullie  who  was  promoted  by  you  to  be  a  lieutenant  on  the  arrival  of  vour 
orders  of  the  9ch  May,  but  who  by  course  of  the  service  had  been  appointed 
a  lieutenant  on  this  establishment  the  4th  February  1764.    We  have  answered 
to  this  application  that  as  your  Intention  with  respect  to  their  rank  is  not 
clearly  ascertained,  we  cannot  pretend  to  determine  on  their  remonstrance 
until!  the  arrival  of  the  other  officers  named  In  your  letter  of  the  9th  May 
1764,  the  nature  of  whose  commissions  mav  probably  furnish  us  with  further 

1*1  j        JL  rf 

lights. 

C-" 

S3.    But  in  the  meantime  we  have  agreed  to  refer  the  case  to  your  honours 
for  your  determination  and  we  must  further  recommend  to  you  to  leave  no 

such  occasions  for  doubt  as  to  the  rank  of  your  officers  In  future. 

•» 

89.    Mi.  Johns  tone  begs  leave  to  express  his  gratefull  acknowledgements 

to  his  hon'ble  employers  for  having  restored  him  to  his  former  rank  and 
station  In  their  service  and  to  assure  them  It  shall  be  as  it  ever  has  been 
his  study  to  support  the  honor  and  promote  the  interest  of  the  Company, 
humbly  hoping  that  Ills  endeavors  hitherto  in  the  stations  he  has  filled,  have 
been  such  as  to  merit  their  approbation  and  the  continuance  of  their  confidence 
and  favor. 
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90.  The  entire  defeat  of  Shu;a  Dowla's  army  bv  Ma;,or  Munro,  on  the 

*J  «  v  J 

23rd  last  month,  affording  a  prospect  of  tranquilitv  to  these  provinces, 
Mr.  Vansittart  acquaints  us  that  he  purposes  to  quit  the  Government  in  three 
or  four  days  and  proceed  in  his  Majesty's  ship  York  to  Madrass.  where  after 
a  very  short  stay  he  shall  embark  for  Europe  in  the  Medv;a*;  and  he  has 
accordingly  delivered  in  a  letter  this  day,  advising  your  honours  of  his  inten- 
tions, which  goes  a  number  in  the  packet  by  the  Devonshire. 

91.  By  the  Devonshire  we  have  licensed  a  buise  of  diamonds  value  Arcot 
rupees  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  (11,600}  as  will  more  particularly  appear  by 
the  manifest  in  the  packet. 

92.  We  have  laden  and  consigned  to  your  honours  by  this  ship  sundry 
goods  and  merchandize  amounting  to  current  rupees  8,00,000,  the  particulars 
whereof  are  agreeably  to  the  invoice  and  first  bill  of  lading  enclosed. 

93.  We  have  also  at  the  request  of  Capt.  Quicke,  laden  on  board  her. 
fifteen  hundred  bags  of  salt  petre  as  surplus  tonnage  at  half  freight,  for  which 
we  transmit  in  the  packet  a  seperate  bill  of  lading. 

94.  We  have  further  laden  on  her  sundry  stores  for  the  use  of  your  island 
of  St.  Helena,  amounting  to  current  rupees  1,272-8-6  as  per  invoice  and  bill 
of  lading  enclosed  to  the  Governor  and  Council  there. 

We  are, 
Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faiihfull  and  obedient  servants, 

(Signed I  Henry    Vansittart    /    John    Spencer    / 

Chs.   Stafford  Playdell   /  Warren  Has- 

Fort  William,  tings     /     John    Johnstone     /     Samuel 

26th  November  1764.  Middleton   /   Ralph  Leycester    /   John 

[Original  per  Devonshire]  Burden. 

Postcript  [sic] 

We  have  drawn  upon  your  honors  by  this  ship  63  setts  of  bills  of  exchange 
at  365  days  sight  and  the  usual  forms  the  particulars  whereof  are  as  follows 
and  amount  in  all  to  Q  Rs.  13,68,476-12-6  or  £  St.  1,59,655-11-8. 
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LETTER  DATED  3  DECEMBER  1764 

Capture  of  Madura — Air.  Vamittarfs  departure. 

L  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  United  Company  of 
Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

T~T        n  11       n  * 

Hon  ble  Sirs, 

[1.]  Since  closing  our  dispatches  by  this  ship,  the  Devonshire^  we  have  re- 
ceived certain  advice,  by  private  letters  from  Fort  St.  George  of  the  fall  of 
Madura,  which  was  delivered  up  to  our  arniv  on  the  14th  October  by  UsofE 

** 

Cawn's  own  troops1  and  the  French  deserters,  upon  a  suspicion  that  Usoff  Cawn 
Intended  to  provide  for  his  own  escape  with  a  few  followers.  Your  honours  will 
no  doubt  be  advised  of  the  particulars  by  the  Duke  of  Albany  from  Fort 
St.  George,  but  we  also  judged  It  proper  to  give  you  the  general  informations  of 

that  success. 

[2,]  Mr.  Vansittart  having  agreeably  to  the  intimation  given  you  in  the 
Publick  Letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  embarked  for  Fort  St.  George.  We  are  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  Mr.  Spencer  has  taken  upon  him  the  charge  of  the  Government. 

[3.]  The  supply  of  treasure  for  China  having  been  compleated  to  ten  lacks 
of  rupees  is  now  embarked  on  the  Argo  frigate  and  she  will  sail  in  two  or  three 

davs. 

» 

We  are  with  respect  Hon'ble  Sir  and  Sirs, 


Your  most  faithfull  and  obedient 

Fort  William,  humble  servants, 

3d  December  1764.  (Signed)   John    Spencer  /  Chs.    Staffd. 

[Original  per  Devonshire  Playdell   /   Warren  '   Hastings   /   John 

Duplicate  per  Vansittart  Johnstone  /  Saml.    Middleton  /  Ralph 

Triplicate  per  Bute}  Leycester  /  John  Burdett. 


LETTER  DATED  3  JANUARY  1 765 

Negotiations  of  Major  Munro  with  Beni  Bahadur  and  Shah  Alam— paper 
of  articles  for  execution  by  Shah  Alam— failure  of  assault  on  the  fort  of  Chunar* 
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garh — Shah  Alam's  execution  of  the  articles  and  making  over  to  the  English 
the  zemindari  held  by  Balwant  Singh. 


J_  O  the  Hon'ble    the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  trie  Hon'bie  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  address  bearing  date  the  26th  November,  was  transmitted  by 
the  ship  Devonshire  directly  from  hence  ;  and  we  now  embrace  the  opportunity 
by  the  Caernarvon  and  his  Majesty's  ship  Medway  via  Fort  St.  George  to 
give  you  information  of  what  has  since  occurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  against  Shuja  Dowla,  reserving  other  points  to  be  advised  by  our  next 
ship   from   this   place,   which   wre   imagine   will   arrive   with   you   nearly    as 
soon  as  these. 

2.  Major  Munro  having  continued  his  march  towards  Benaris,  found  the 
King  and  Beny  Bahadre  still  there  on  his  arrival,  and  received  our  letters  of 
the  6th  November  prior  to  which  some  messages  had  passed  between  him  and 

the  former,  and  he  had  had  an  interview  with  Beny  Bahadre 
Cons.  6th.  Deer.  wken  he  positively  acquainted  him  that  before  any  accom- 
modation could  take  place  with  Shuja  Dowla,  Sombre,  and  our  deserters 
must  as  we  had  all  along  Insisted  be  given  up  to  us  ;  with  this  information 
Beny  Bahadre  accordingly  repaired  to  Shuja  Dowla,  promising  if  he  did  not 
comply  that  he  would  leave  him  and  be  at  disposal  of  the  English.  But  the 
Major  in  a  few  days  after  received  a  letter  from  each  of  them  acquainting  him 
that  his  demand  could  not  then  be  complyed  with,  though  they  hoped  It 
might  some  time  hence ;  Major  Munro  having  on  receipt  of  our  instructions 
acquainted  the  King  with  our  resolution  in  Ms  favor,  he  expressed  great  satis- 
faction thereat,  and  a  readiness  to  act  in  every  respect  conformably  to  our 
desire,  and  the  Major  with  his  address  advising  of  these  particulars,  trans- 
mitted to  us  sundry  letters  from  him,  together  with  a  paper  of  proposals, 
which  were  wrote  before  he  was  acquainted  with  our  instructions  to  the  Major, 
urging  us  to  establish  ourselves  and  him  in  the  possession  of  Shuja  Dowla's 
country. 

3.  Finding  ourselves  thus  obliged  to  continue  the  war,  we  thought  it 
proper  to  demand  from  the  King  whom  wTe  were  to  support  as  Shuja  Dowla's 
competitor,  some  further  considerations,  besides  the  tract  of  country  as  far  as 
Benaris  which  wre  informed  you  we  should  keep  possession  of,  supposing  we 
even  acceeded  to  a  peace  with  Shuja  Dowla,  and  we  accordingly  transmitted 
to  Major  Munro  a  paper  of  articles1  to  be  executed  by  His  Majesty,  assigning 
to  us  the  whole  country  of  Gauzeepoor,  and  the  rest  of  the  zemindarry  of 
Bulwant  Singh,  with  the  same  rights,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  enjoyed  by 
Shuja  Dowla ;  and  engaging  himself  moreover  to  reimburse  to  the  Company 
the  expences  of  the  war  from  the  time  of  his  joining  us.    We  at  the  same-[stc] 
transmitted  the  Major  the  necessary  instructions,  but  we  have  not  yet  received 
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an  answer  from  him.    For  your  more  particular  information  on  these  points, 
we  refer  you  to  our  Consultation  of  the  6th  ultimo  a  copy  whereof  as  far  as 

relates  to  them,  we  transmit  you  In  the  packet. 

4.  After  Major  Munro  had  been  furnished  from  Patna  with  the  stores 
for  which  lie  waited,  and  had  also  taken  the  necessary  precautions  for  having 

the  army  properly  supplyed  with  provisions,  and  that  his 
Cons.  17th  Beer,  boats  might  be  able  to  proceed,  he  marched  towards  Illia- 
bad,  whither  we  advised  you  Shuja  Dowla  had  fled  after  his  defeat, 
and  when  he  came  opposite  to  Chirnagur  Fort,  he  crossed  a  proper 
detachment  In  order  to  lay  siege  to  it.  A  practicable  breach  having 
been  accordingly  made  in  one  of  the  curtains  in  the  morning  of  the 
2nd  ultimo,  the  same  was  ordered  by  dawn  of  day  on  the  3rd  to  be  stormed ; 
but  by  the  bad  behavior  of  the  seapoys  who  would  not  advance  but  kept  a 
close  fire  Into  It,  which  prevented  the  Europeans  also  from  getting  forward,  the 
assault  miscarried ;  a  disposition  having  been  made  for  a  second  attempt  the 
same  evening,  thirty  volunteers  turned  out  of  the  pioneer  company  and  from 
the  rest  of  the  Europeans  who  beg'd  to  lead  the  van,  which  was  consented  to, 
but  after  having  got  to  the  breach  they  were  struck  with  such  a  panic,  although 
the  opposition  made  by  the  enemy  was  not  near  so  great  as  at  the  first  assault, 
that  they  ran  back  upon  the  grenadier  company,  and  they  upon  the  rest  who 
were  to  support  them,  and  by  this  means  the  whole  gave  way,  nor  could  be 
prevailed  on  to  rally  although  the  officers  exerted  every  endeavor,  and  means 
for  the  purpose.  The  officers  were  so  much  disconcerted,  and  chagrined  at 
this  unexpected  behavior  in  their  men,  that  they  offered  to  go  themselves  on 
the  forlorn  hope,  and  storm,  but  as  It  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  former 
backwardness  of  the  troops  that  they  might  not  properly  support  them,  it  was 
not  judged  advisable  to  make  the  attempt. 

5.  In  the  mean  time  Major  Munro  having  received  intelligence  that  Shuja 
Dowla  had  advanced  from  Iliabad  within  seventeen  coss  of  him  and  was  strik- 
ing out  of  the  road  to  get  In  his  rear,  either  to  cut  off  his  communication  with 

his  boats  or  endeavor  to  carry  off  the  King,  he  was  obliged  to  turn  the  siege 
into  a  blockade,  for  which  service  he  left  two  battalions  of  seapoys  with  two 
eighteen  pounders,  and  a  howitzer,  and  returned  with  the  rest  of  the  army 
to  Benaris ;  but  soon  after  finding  that  Shuja  Dowla  approached  still  nearer 
him,  and  that  he  had  sent  a  party  to  the  relief  of  Chknarghur,  he  recalled  the 
detachment  from  thence,  and  waited  with  the  whole  army  in  hopes  of  bringing 
him  to  another  general  action.  The  President  has  had  advices  from  the  Major 
down  to  the  22nd  ultimo  when  he  informed  him,  that  Shuja  Dowla  still  avoided 
coming  to  an  engagement  though  his  horse  wrere  constantly  moving  round  our 
canipr  and  had  that  day  approached  so  near  as  to  oblige  him  to  turn  out  the 
line,  that  three  or  four  days  before  on  the  occasion  of  his  ordering  a  salute, 
the  enemy  thought  we  were  marching  to  attack  them,  and  immediately 
retired  three  coss  further,  and  that  their  artillery  was  then  about  eighteen 
coss  of[f]. 

6.  We  hope,  however,  by  our  next  ship  to  be  able  to  advise  you  that  the 

Major  has  successfully  effected  his  intention  of  bringing  them  again  to  action, 
together  with  the  reduction  in  consequence  of  Chirnarghur  and  the  city  of 
IlEabad ;  and  this  we  think  must  certainly  put  a  final  period  to  the  war,  and 
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firmly  establish  the  King  in  the  intended  possession  of  Shuja  Dowla's  country. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Your  most  faithful!  and  obedient 

humble  servants, 

Fort  William,  J.   Spencer    /   C.   S.   Playdeli    /   Ralph 

the  3rd  January  1765.  Leycester  /  John  Burdett. 

Postscript 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  the  President  has  received  advice  from  Major 
Munro,  that  the  King  has  executed  the  articles  we  transmitted  Mm  and  was 
also  preparing  proper  sunnuds  for  making  over  to  us  the  zemindary  held  by 
Bulwant  Sing. 

We  are 
Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  faithful  humble  servants, 
J.  Spencer   /   C.   S.   Playdeli    /   Ralph 
[Per  Medway]  Leycester. 
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Details  of  the  war  with  Shujaud-Daulah  and  his  offers  for  peace — assure 
the  Court  of  not  extending  the  English  influence  in  India — Shah  Alam  agrees 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  war  from  the  time  he  joined  the  English — payment 
towards  restitution  fund  by  Mir  Jafar — Maratha  designs  in  Midnapore — news 
about  illness  of  Mir  Jafar. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies, 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  Since  our  last  general  address  from  this  Department  by  the  Devonshire 

of  the  26th  of  November,  we  wrote  vou  under  the  3rd  instant  by  the  Caer- 

*  B^f** 

narvon  and  His  Majesty's  ships  Medway  via  Fort  St.  George  with  other  copies 
thereof  and  giving  you  a  further  detail  of  what  had  occurred  to  that  time  in 
the  prosecution  of  die  war  with  Shuja  Dowla,  of  which  address  you  have  also 
herewith  another  copy, 

2,  Our  army  and  Shuja  Dowla's  have  since  continued  nearly  in  the  same 
situation,  no  opportunity  having  offered  for  effecting  the  design  mentioned 
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to  yon  of  bringing  him  again  to  action  from  the  risk  we  should  be  exposed  to 

bv  advancing;,  of  ha  vine  the  communication  with  our  boats 

J-y  -R.    -!J  «*•  f  i_^  C? 

ns>  -  Janr*  of  stores  and  provisions  cut  off.  In  a  letter  of  the  14th  from 
Major  Fletcher  upon  whom  the  command  of  the  army  has  devolved  on  Major 
Munro's  quitting  it  to  embark  for  Europe,  we  were  Informed  of  his  intention 
of  marching  that  evening  to  endeavour  to  surprize  them  and  at  least  get 
possession  of  their  baggage,  but  by  his  last  we  learn  that  the  people  employed 
In  consequence  to  cut  a  road  across  a  nulla  about  two  miles  in  the  front  of  our 
encampment  had  fixed  on  a  place  so  steep  on  the  opposite  bank  that  day  light 
appeared  before  the  whole  were  passed.  He  was  therefore  obliged  to  halt  but 
as  he  found  Shu] a  Dowla  continuing  on  the  same  ground  he  had  determined 
to  pursue  Ms  scheme  in  the  evening,  and  we  hope  before  the  close  of  the 
dispatch,  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  satisfactory  account  of  this  step.  We  hope 
and  suppose  Major  Fletcher  has  taken  the  necessary  precautions  for  the 
security  of  his  boats,  and  he  mentions  that  he  was  further  engaged  to  the 
scheme  he  has  pursued  from  Bulwant  Sing  having  left  our  army,  and  the 
reports  that  Nudjeff  Cawn,  a  principal  chief  of  the  empire,  whom  Major  Munro 
had  been  endeavouring  to  engage  to  come  In  to  the  King,  was  on  the  contrary 
about  to  join  Shuja  Dowla.  Brigadier  General  Carnac  Is  now  on  his  way  up 
to  resume  the  command. 

3.  You  will  understand  from  the  foregoing  advice  that  Shuja  Dowla  has 

not  yet  thought  proper  to  acquiesce  in  our  first  demand.  In  his  last  letters  he 
has  however,  appeared  much  more  earnest  in  his  offers  for  peace  than  he  had 
before ;  and  though  this  is  a  measure  we  should  some  time  ago  have  rejoiced 

to  see  take  place,  yet  as  through  his  obstinacy,  we  have  now 
janT.  entered  into  engagements  with  the  King,  no  accomodation 
can  be  effected  without  a  due  regard  to  the  interest  of  His  Majesty  and  those 
engagements  and  previous  to  all  the  absolute  delivery  into  our  hands  of  Meer 
Cossim,  Sombre  and  the  deserters.  If  this  demand  Is  Implicitly  complied  with 
and  the  King's  affairs  can  be  settled  to  his  satisfaction,  an  accomodation  may 
be  more  eligible  than  a  continuance  of  the  war.  We  find  Major  Munro  before 
his  departure  had  sounded  His  Majesty  on  this  subject,  but  that  he  declined 
giving  any  reply  thereto  till  he  saw  the  part  which  Shuja  Dowla  should  act 
upon  our  first  demands ;  should  this  be  complied  with,  we  have  directed  his 
(the  King's)  sentiments  on  a  peace  in  general  to  be  transmitted  us  as  soon  as 
possible  that  we  may  come  to  the  necessary  regulations.  At  the  same  time 
least  this  should  create  any  doubts  with  him  in  respect  to  our  conduct,  we  have 
thought  It  proper  to  renew  in  the  strongest  terms  the  assurance  of  our  firm 
attachment  to  Mm,  and  given  directions  that  In  any  correspondence  with 
Shuja  Dowla,  particular  care  Is  observed  that  we  do  "not  appear  inclined  to 
deviate  from  our  engagements  with  His  Majesty  without  his  approbation. 
These  engagements  we  must,  however,  mention  are  only  such  as  our  interest, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  war  naturally  led  us  into. 

4.  And  here  it  is  proper  in  consequence  of  the  2nd  paragraph  of  your 
letter  of  the  1st  of  June  to  refer  your  honors  again  to  the  8th  of  our  last 
address  of  the  26th  November  by  the  Devonshire  and  to  repeat  and  confirm 
the  assurance  we  therein  gave  you,  that  we  do  not  wish  to  extend  our  connec- 
tions beyond  what  may  appear  necessary  for  securing  the  future  tranquility  of 
the  country.  That  this  is  and  will  always  be  the  first  object  of  our  consideration 


Walter  Reinhardt  alias  Samru 
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and  that  whatever   engagements  we  may   enter   into,   they   shall  be   such 

only  as  tend  to  this  point  and  the  promotion  of  your  commercial  Interests. 

5.  The  King  has  continued  to  remain  always  with  our  army,  and  has 
executed  In  part  the  phirmaund1  we  mentioned  In  our  last.    "What  was  omitted 
therein,  although  His  Majesty  afterwards  appears  In  some  degree  to  have 

assented  thereto  In  a  letter  to  Major  Munro,  is  the  article 
Cons.  -  Janr.  which  relates  to  hw  defraying  the  expences  of  the  war  from 
the  time  he  joined  us.  As  our  army  is  now  employed  so  much  for  his  benefit, 
it  Is  highly  reasonable  he  should  bear  the  Company  clear  of  expence  in  the 
service  and  we  have  therefore  desired  that  an  opportunity  may  be  taken  of 
conferring  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  his  compliance  in  writing  pressed  as 
far  as  prudence  and  propriety  may  admit. 

6.  His  Majesty  having  no  resources  for  his  immediate  support,  and  Judg- 
ing it  proper  that  he  should  receive  every  testimony  of  our  respect  and  attach- 
ment we  directed  such  sums  to  be  advanced  Mm  for  the  expences  of  Ms  house- 
hold as  Ms  exigencies  might  absolutely  require  till  he  was  put  in  full  possession 

_        «0  ,  of  Shuiah  Dowla's  country,  and  we  find  tie  has  in  conse- 

Cons.  28  Janr.  J         .      .  -  . 

quence  received  the  amount  which,  has  yet  been  collected 
on  our  new  revenues,  being  about  ninety  thousand  rupees,  the  proper  receipts 
and  promissory  notes  for  trie  refunding  of  the  same  having  been  first  taken. 

7.  It  appears  that  little  more  than  one  third  of  those  revenues  are  yet 
secured  and  seven  laaks  of  rupees  is  therefore  esteemed  to  be  as  much  as  can 
be  collected  for  this  year. 

8.  The  Nabob  having  executed  the  kistbundee  for  the  payment  of  the 

ballance  due  of  the  restitution  fund,  could  no  longer  be  prevailed  on  to 

remain  in  Calcutta,  as  we  had  recommended  till  Lord  Olive's 
*3  "Decr"  arrival.  He  accordingly  set  out  for  the  city  the  14th  of 
December  and  Mr.  MIddleton  agreably  to  his  appointment 
proceeded  to  his  station  at  his  Durbar :  after  receiving  from  us  such  instruc- 
tions as  appeared  necessary  to  be  given  him,  which  were  in  general  to  press 
the  Nabob  for  the  regular  payments  of  his  assignments  towards  defraying  the 
expences  of  the  war,  and  Ms  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  kistbundee  for 
payment  of  the  ballances  of  the  restitution  ;  to  endeavor  to  procure  and  trans- 
mit us  as  soon  as  possible  an  exact  state  of  the  Nabob's  revenues  and  of  the 
expences  of  Ms  government,  also  an  account  of  the  number  of  Ms  troops,  and 
to  make  it  his  particular  study  to  promote  in  every  respect  a  good  harmony 
and  understanding  between  us. 

9.  The  payments  on  the  first  accounts  have  been  hitherto  continued  pretty 
regularly,  and  twenty  laaks  In  tale  [sic]  of  the  restitution  fund  have  been  also 

compleated ;  on  the  other  points,  we  have  not  yet  been 
Cons.  31  Janr.  informed  by  Mr.  Middleton,  but  we  are  now  to  advise  you 
that  by  advices  to  the  President  lately  received  we  learn  His  Excellency  was 
dangerously  ill ;  and  we  have  in  consequence  for  the  present  ordered  up  a  party 
of  sepoys  with  a  view  of  preventing  any  confusion  In  the  city,  and  to  coun- 
tenance and  support  his  family  in  case  of  Ms  demise. 

1(X    By  the  llth  paragraph  of  our  address  per  Devonshire  and  the  Consul- 
tation of  the  17th  October  therein  referred  to,  you  would  find  we  had  taken 
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Into  our  consideration  the  subject  of  the  Inland  trade  and  formed  some  reso- 
lutions thereupon,  but  that  the  order  we  were  about  to  give 
Cons.  25  Janr.         ^n   consequence   had  been   suspended,    on   receipt   of  your 
commands  of  the  9th  of  May,  wherein  you  Informed  us  you  should  send  by 
the  Kent  your  more  particular  opinion  and  Instructions  concerning  the  affairs 
of  the  country  government.    \Ve  observe  what  your  honors  have  now-  further 
said  per  Lapsing,  but  as  Lord  Clive  and  the  other  gentlemen  may  be  now  early 
expected  to  arrive,  we  have  continued  to  defer  for  the  present  at  least  any 
further  proceedings  on  the  subject. 

11.  In  consequence  of  advices  received  of  motions  making  by  the  Morattas, 
which  seemed  to  indicate  a  design  of  giving  us  some  disturbance  in  the  Midna- 
poor  province  and  as  any  irruption  from  them  must  prove  very  detrimental 

to  our  collections  as  well  there  as  In  Burdwan,  and  to  our 
Cons.  1 7  Deer.  affairs  in  general,  we  ordered  a  proper  detachment  under  the 
command  of  Major  Champion  to  march  and  take  post  so  as  most  effectually 
to  avert  their  design  if  such  it  should  be,  but  we  now  learn  that  they  seem 
to  have  too  much  trouble  In  subduing  their  own  zemindars  to  admit  of  their 
entering  these  provinces. 

12.  On  our  resolution  of  supporting  the  King  in  the  possession  of  Shuja 
Dowia's  country  judging  that  from  the  sickness  and  the  accidents  of  war  our 

European  forces  would  possibly  be  much  reduced,  which 
Cons.  It  Deer,  besides  was  shortly  to  suffer  a  very  considerable  and 
certain  diminution  by  the  return  of  His  Majesty's  troops  to  Europe, 
and  as  from  the  late  departure  of  the  transports  from  thence  we 
did  not  expect  they  would  arrive  in  time  for  the  recruits  on  board  to  prove 
of  any  assistance  to  us,  we  determined,  considering  the  situation  of  affairs  on 
the  Coast  from  the  reduction  of  Madura,  to  apply  to  the  gentlemen  there  for  a 
reinforcement  both  of  infantry  and  artillery.  A  further  reason  which  rendered 
this  application  necessary  was  the  appearance  beforementioned  of  an  invasion 
from  the  Morattas.  We  have  since  received  a  part  of  your  recruits  by  the 
Fort  William^  and  should  the  reinforcement  be  no  longer  wanted  on  their 
arrival,  we  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  returning  It. 

Supplement 

13.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  we  have  received  two  letters  from  Major 
Fletcher  advising  of  his  further  proceedings  from  the  time  of  his  address  of 
the  15th,  of  which,  for  your  more  particular  information,  we  transmit  you  copies 
In  the  packet,  and  though  we  are  happy  to  communicate  to  you  such  advice 
of  Ms  success  and  hope  it  will  be  productive  of  very  good  consequences  yet 
we  cannot  help  thinking  he  hazarded  rather  too  much  on  the  occasion.    Major 
Munro  is  now  arrived,  and  we  shall  with  his  assistance  immediately  proceed 
to  take  into  our  consideration  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs  with  the 
King  and  Shuja  Dowla, 

14.  We  have  also  received  a  letter  from  the  Resident  at  the  Durbar  of 
the  29th  ultimo  confirming  the  Information  of  the  Nabob  being  dangerously 

ill,  but   the  President  has  had  private   advice  from   Mr. 

ons.     Janr.          Middleton  of  the  1st  instant  that  he  is  so  much  amended  as 

to  be  out  of  any  immediate  danger,  and  though  from  his  age  and  natural 
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infirmities,  his  decease  cannot  be  very  remote2  vet  as  such  an  event  in  the 

^  * 

present  juncture  of  affairs  would  occasion  much  confusion  through  the  pro- 
vinces, we  must  earnestly  hope  for  his  recovery. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 
Your  most  faithful  and 

Fort  William,  obedient  humble  servants, 

the  6th  February  1765.  J.   Spencer    /    C.   S.   Playdeli    ?   Ralph 

[Per  Vansittart]  Leicester  /  John  Burdett. 
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Representation  of  Mr.  Spencer  against  supersession  by  Air.  Simmer. 

J[  O  the  Hon'ble  Court  of  Directors  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of 
England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

[L]  As  I  have  already  addressed  myself  to  you  jointly  with  the  gentlemen 
of  Council  In  relation  to  the  affairs  of  this  Presidency,  I  shall  here  confine  mv- 

*i  ri 

self  to  the  representation  that  I  think  It  necessary  to  make  to  you  in  conse- 
quence of  the  arrangement  of  your  affairs  in  your  orders  of  the  1st  June,  lately 
received  by  the  Lapwing.  Sorry  am  I  to  have  occasion  so  to  do  as  they  respect 
myself,  having  till  lately  an  entire  confidence  that  near  twenty  four  years  of 
faithful  services  to  the  Hon'ble  Company  would  have  secured  me  from  the 
disagreable  circumstances  that  have  attended  me  since  my  removal  hither  In 
consequence  of  your  directions  to  Bombay  by  the  Speaker. 

[2.]  Those  orders  found  me  at  Bombay  In  the  management  of  an  extensive 
commerce  ;  however,  I  hesitated  not  a  moment  to  relinquish  rny  prospects  and 
advantages  there,  though  by  my  so  doing,  the  manner  in  which  I  was  obliged 
to  finish  my  concerns  at  so  short  a  warning  as  I  had,  did  much  prejudice  my 
fortune.  At  the  same  tune  we  had  at  Bombay  such  accounts  of  the  desperate 
situation  of  your  affairs  here,  that  after  the  honor  vou  had  done  me  by  such 

,,  *  •» 

a  confidential  appointment,  I  can  with  truth  assert  those  accounts  were  with 
me  an  additional  Inducement  to  proceed  hither  without  delay,  and  at  all 
hazards,  thinking  I  ought  to  sacrifice  everything  to  the  confidence  that  was 
reposed  in  me  by  your  said  commands. 

[3.]  Your  own  registers  here  shew  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  In  May,  and 
from  that  time  to  Mr.  Vansittart's  departure,  the  end  of  November,  I  reaped 
no  advantage  from  any  office  in  your  service,  dedicating  my  whole  time  to 
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acquire  the  necessary  knowledge  in  the  details  of  your  affairs  and  the  business 
here,  which  onlv  was  requisite,  for  my  long  residence  In  India  and  the  extensive 
correspondence*!  have  for  many  years  carried  on  with  the  heads  of  your  settle- 
ments having  made  me  master  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  general  at  all 
your  Presidencies.  My  assiduity  In  this  was  encouraged  by  the  absolute 
appointment  of  me  In  your  commands  of  the  8th  February  1764,  second  and 
successor  at  this  Presidency.  This  then  being  the  case,  judge  what  must  have 
been  mv  mortification  and  what  my  chagrin  to  find  in  so  short  an  interval 
of  time/as  between  that  and  the  9th  May,  without  any  delinquency  of  mine  or 
cause  assigned,  this  absolute  nomination  by  yourselves  set  aside,  not  only  in 
favor  of  Lord  Clive,  but  of  Air.  Suniner,  his  second  and  successor  and  myself 
entirely  excluded,1  and  Indeed  unprovided  for  in  any  shape  by  the  tenor  of 
the  said  letter,  It  being  there  only  intimated  that  I  was  to  return  to  Bombay 
without  further  explanation. 

[4.]  Certain  It  is,  that  from  the  sense  of  my  treatment  at  that  juncture, 
nothing  but  the  united  wishes  of  the  place  for  my  keeping  charge  till  your 
ultimate  resolves  were  known,  Mr.  Vansittart's  pressing  instances,  and  my  own 
knowledge  of  the  confusion  that  might  otherwise  ensue  in  your  affairs,  could 
have  Induced  me  to  remain  longer  abroad  after  such  a  want  of  confidence  In 
me  as  this  your  nomination  and  appointment  seemed  to  indicate.  However, 
the  above  considerations  operated  so  strongly  as  to  induce  me  to  forego  every 
other  consideration,  for  what  the  voice  of  the  place  esteemed  to  be  for  the 
general  good. 

[5.]  As  your  honors  have  been  entirely  silent  on  the  motives  that  induced 
you,  after  so  firmly  appointing  me  to  the  succession,  to  set  it  aside  in  this 
manner,  I  can  only  guess  at  it  from  what  appears  in  the  publick  papers,  vizt. 
the  disgust  and  opposition  that  might  arise  here  from  the  nomination  of  a 
servant  from  one  settlement  to  another,  and  that  Lord  Olive's  coming  would 
conciliate  the  affections  of  the  Government  and  quiet  the  minds  of  the  con- 
cerned at  home. 

[6.]  Happy  Is  the  reflection  to  me,  that  my  appointment  here,  so  far  from 
being  productive  of  the  ill  consequences  apprehended  at  home,  that  it  is  but 
doing  the  gentlemen  of  the  settlement  justice  to  say  the  strictest  unanimity 
has  prevailed  among  us,  and  I  was  confident  that  with  such  a  disposition  in 
us,  the  greatest  good  must  have  resulted  to  your  concerns  in  general.  It  will 
be  a  happy  circumstance  for  the  place,  if  the  same  harmony  continues  after 
my  leaving  it.  As  I  look  on  the  sentiments  of  the  gentlemen  as  a  mark  of 
honor  to  me  in  particular,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  with  them  and  you  to 
enclose  in  this  copies  of  the  letter  from  the  Board  to  me  and  also  of  several 
gentlemen  which  will  shew  the  sense  the  place  in  general  had  of  your  appoint- 
ment, and  the  fair  prospect  of  unanimity  that  I  had  afore  me. 

[7.]  I  have  many  testimonials  of  the  same  nature  from  the  Nabob  and 
others.  To  him  certainly  Lord  Clive  must  be  agreable  at  all  times,  and  I 
look^on  it  as  no  small  honor  done  me  by  his  Excellency  that  In  the  comparison 
of  his  situation  he  declared  on  my  taking  charge,  though  provisionally,  that  he 
now  was  happy  and  satisfied,  for  that  he  looked  on  Lord  Clive  and  me  in  an 
equal  light,  or  as  he  emphatically  termed  it,  as  his  sons,  and  for  the  first  time 
his  leaving  Government  in  1760,  dressed  himself  in  his  usual  habit,  having 
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from  that  time  till  my  taking  charge,  obstinately  persisted  in  the  appeal  a  nee 
and  dress  of  a  faquir. 

[8.]  Air.  Sumner2  I  am  not  known  to,  or  know,  but  believe  his  character  a 
respectable  one,  but  to  one  who  knows  these  people,  it  can  not  be  supposed 
he  can  ever  regain  the  confidence  of  the  Government,  as  he  was  one  of  the 
committee  that  promoted  and  supported  the  deposition  of  the  Nabob,  and  active 
therein.  He  Is  called,  I  see,  and  supported  as  a  senior  servant  to  me  ;  by  turn- 
ing to  your  own  registers  it  will  be  seen  that  I  commenced  a  writer  in  September 
1741,  Mr.  Sumner  in  November  1744.  And  I  became  one  of  vour  Council  in 

»< 

September  1754,  and  Mr.  Sumner  not  till  January  1759.  It  ill  becomes  any 
man  to  say  anything  of  himself  or  point  out  his  own  conduct.  I  shall  there- 
fore in  this  respect  beg  leave  to  refer  myself  to  your  own  approval  of  it  in  your 
several  commands  to  the  Presidency  of  Bombav. 

*  ** 

[9.]  My  sudden  removal  from  Bombay  hither,  as  before  observed,  much 
prejudiced  my  fortune,  as  you  must  yourselves  be  sensible  how  inconvenient 
it  is  to  a  merchant  who  has  extensive  dealings  to  wind  them  up  at  a  short 
warning.  My  friends  pointed  it  out  to  me  as  a  desireable  object  to  revive  a 
spirit  of  commerce  here,  a  thing  so  evidently  calculated  for  the  general  good 
of  the  place,  that  it  is  a  fact  that  I  have  since  my  arrival  here  entered  into 
some  voyages  chiefly  with  that  view,  and  with  the  hopes  that  I  should  be  able 
in  time  to  lead  the  views  of  the  gentlemen  to  a  sea  commerce  to  induce  them 
not  to  depend  solely  on  the  inland  trade,  which,  as  lately  carried  on,  has  in- 
volved the  concerned  and  you  in  so  many  disputes  and  is  in  several  respects 
so  disagreable  to  the  country  government.  With  these  views  I  have  since  my 
arrival  and  hi  confidence  of  your  nomination  entered  deeply  into  business  here, 
and  have  many  outstanding  and  depending  concerns  that  can  scarce  be  adjusted 
but  by  myself  in  person,  or  at  best  much  to  my  disadvantage.  These  views  led 
me  to  engage  in  heavy  ships  and  blocks,  and  let  me  leave  it  to  your  considera- 
tion gentlemen,  how  much  I  must  suffer  in  my  fortune  to  have  it  thus  launched 
out  in  trade  and  thus  abruptly  called  in  again  by  this  your  sudden  intention 
of  removing  me  to  Bombay,  as  I  see  in  your  orders  of  the  1st  June,  received 
a  few  days  since  by  the  Lapwing,  exclusive  of  the  heavy  expence  that  has 
attended  the  removal  of  my  family  backwards  and  forwards  within  the  course 

^  «* 

of  a  year. 

-• 

[10.]    These  however,  are  not  the  considerations  that  have  the  most  weight 

with  me  or  that  lay  me  under  my  present  difficulty.    Where  my  fortune  is 

*  -    j.  >  * 

concerned  only,  it  relates  only  to  myself  and  family,  but  give  leave  to  say 
that  in  the  present  case  both  your  and  my  reputation  are  nearly  concerned. 
By  your  own  appointment,  by  your  own  nomination,  unexpected  by  me,  I 
came  down  here ;  I  have  in  consequence  thereof  been  received  and  respected 
by  the  Europeans  and  by  the  country  government  as  your  President  of  this 
settlement,  and  have  been  for  some  months  to  all  intents  and  purposes  your 
President  and  Governor  of  this  important  settlement.  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
say  I  filled  it  with  satisfaction  to  myself  and  the  place,  as  you  may  judge  by 
the  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Board  on  your  pacquet  by  the  Lapwing, 
putting  a  period  to  my  power  here,  by  which  you  will  see  I  am  requested  to 
continue  it  till  Lord  Give  may  arrive.  This,  inconvenient  as  it  is  to  me,  I 

f 

have  consented  to,  that  at  such  a  critical  conjuncture  your  affairs  may  not  suffer, 
though  I  do  imagine  it  will  keep  me  here  a  longer  time  than  I  could  wish,  as 


300  LETTER  TO  COURT 

the  season  Is  near  expired  and  we  vet  hear  nothing  of  the  Kent.    I  shall,  how- 

JL.  *  C? 

ever,  if  his  Lordship  arrives  in  time,  proceed  to  Bombay.  But  I  cannot  with 
anv  degree  of  reputation  to  myself,  or  for  the  credit  of  your  service,  accept 

to  act  as  a  second  at  another  settlement,  having;  presided  at  this.    I  will  never- 

Vf<     JL 

thelcss  go  there  ;  I  will  in  case  of  accidents  take  charge  there,  till  vour  further 

O  •— '  * 

pleasure  on  this  my  situation  is  known.  From  your  justice  and  candor  I  shall 
hope  and  rely  on  the  immediate  succession  at  a  Presidency,  and  as  affairs  are 
circumstanced,  I  flatter  myself  that  my  appointment  to  this  will  be  confirmed 

when  my  case  comes  to  be  duelv  considered. 
*  « 

[11.]    If  in  the  course  of  this  any  thing  improper  has  dropped  from  my  pen, 
impute  it  to  the  earnestness  of  a  man,  pleading  in  the  warmth  of  his  heart, 

his  own  cause.    Xo  offence  is  meant  by  me,  but  onlv  to  state  my  situation 

j  .  j 

honestly  and  candidly  to  you,  and  in  confidence  that  you  will  do  me  the  justice 
my  case  requires  on  a  further  consideration  of  it.  I  shall  here  only  add  that 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect, 

Fort  William,  Hon'ble  Sirs, 

6th  February  1765.  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

«  ' 

[Per  Vansittart]  ].  Spencer. 
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LETTER  DATED  6  FEBRUARY  1765 

Loss  of  the  Nancy — construction  of  a  new   building  for  the  factory  at 
Chittagong— settlement  of  Vansittarfs  account  of  the  commission  due  to  him 

on  Company's  lands — reduction  in  batta  payable  to  the  army  deferred — civil 
and  military  appointments — subordination  of  military  officers  to  civil  authority. 

lO  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 

Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  Under  date  the  26th  November  we  dispatched  to  you  the  ship  Devon- 
shire and  by  her  transmitted  you  our  General  Letter  from  this  Department 
under  the  usual  established  heads.    We  also  afterwards  addressed  you  a  few 
lines  by  her  to  advise  you  of  the  fall  of  Madura  and  have  since  forwarded  to 
you  other  copies  of  those  advices  by  the  Carnarvon  and  His  Majesty's  ship 
Medway  via  Fort  St.  George. 

2.  In  the  former,  we  acquainted  you  that  we  had  stationed  the  Vansittart 
for  our  second  returned  ship  ;  her  cargo  having  been  accordingly  laden,  she  is 
new  dispatched  to  you,  and  by  her  we  proceed  to  give  you  such  further  infor- 
mations as  may  appear  necessary. 
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3.  Your  packet  the  Lapwing  and  the  ship  Fort  William  another  of  the 
transports  have  both  safely  imported  and  brought  us  your  commands  of  the 

16th  May  and  1st  June  last.  We  observe  your  Instructions 
Cons.  24  &  „/  ^  regarc[  |o  tjie  former,  and  shall  shortly  determine  on  some 

proper  method  of  disposing  her.  In  the  mean  time  she  has 
been  ordered  upto  town.  \Ve  have  heard  nothing  yet  of  the  other  two  expected 
transports  or  of  the  Kent.  You  will  observe  by  the  supplement  to  our  last 

address,  our  intention  of  sending  the  latter  round  to  Bombav 

(~*    -no       -i     Tlrt  * 

should  she  arrive  In  tune  and  you  may  depend  on  our 
attention  to  your  orders  now  received  for  her  proceeding  thither  as  soon  as 
possible  after  she  has  landed  her  passengers  and  consignments. 

4.  The  Success  having  as  advised  In  our  last  address  been  discharged  the 

Company's  service,  the  agents  for  the  owners  tendered  to  us 

/"*  j  i—    -|^L  JL  *  *  O 

cons,  i/  uecr.        ^^  ^  £Qr   ^  ka]}ance   of  ^   freight   amounting  to 

£  St.  1,126-13-4  which  on  reference  to  the  account  transmitted  in  her  packet 

appearing  to  be  the  just  amount  due  the  same,  was  ordered 
Cons.  3d.  Deer.  to  ^e  ^^  QUt  Q£  our  treasuryi  jhe  journals  and  other  books 

delivered  to  us  by  the  captain  are  now  transmitted  to  you. 

5.  We  have  directed  the  commander  of  the  Fort  William  to  give  us 

immediate  advise  when  she  Is  clear  when  we  shall  In  like 
Cons.  -    Jany.        manner   discharge  her  from  the  service  and   require  the 
books   of  her   voyage. 

6.  The  Caernarvon  received  her  dispatches  for  Fort  St.  George  the  3rd 
instant  when  not  hearing  any  thing  yet  of  the  Bute  since  Capt.  Maitland's  letter 
to  us  from  Batavia  mentioned  in  the  5th  paragraph  of  our  last  address,  we 

requested  the  President  and  Council  there  In  order  that  we 
Cons.  -1  Jany.  might  be  provided  against  the  disappointment  of  a  latter 
ship,  to  dispatch  round  to  us  the  Princess  Augusta,  which  they  Informed  us 
they  expected  to  arrive  with  them  towards  the  end  of  the  year  with  a  part 
of  the  Manilla  garrison.  But  we  have  now  the  pleasure  to  advise  your  honours 
that  soon  after  taking  this  precaution,  the  Bute  safely  imported  with  us.  For 
Information  on  the  causes  of  her  so  late  arrival,  we  refer  you  to  letters  from 
Capt.  Maitland  entered  on  our  Consultation  of  the  21st  ultimo ;  her  Batavia 
cargo  has  been  landed  and  as  soon  as  she  has  been  surveyed  and  reported 
in  fit  condition,  her  consignments  for  Europe  shall  be  loaded  without  loss  of 
time. 

7.  The  Calcutta  having  received  her  loading  of  salt  petre  was  dispatched 
to  Bombay  the  17th  ultimo  and  as  she  was  just  on  the  point  of  her  departure 
when  the  Bute  arrived,  and  we  judged  it  essential  to  give  the  gentlemen  at 
Fort  St.  George  the  earliest  information  of  our  being  no  longer  In  want  of 
a  ship,  we  directed  the  commander  to  call  there  in  his  way  and  leave  with 
them  a  letter  of  advice. 

8.  We  have  further  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  our  apprehen- 
sions for  the  safety  of  the  Lord  Mansfield  axe  removed  as  she  was  met  by 
the  Success  galley,  a  country  ship,  the  20th  of  October,  off  Fort  Victoria  in  her 
way  to  Bombay.    But  of  the  Admiral  Pocock,  we  have  yet  no  certain  account. 
All  we  hear  further  of  her  is  that  she  was  left  by  a  proe  the  beginning  of 
August  endeavoring  to  get  round  the  Island  of  Puto  Laut  near  Borneo  in 
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order  to  make  tier  passage  to  Batavia  but  that  she  was  not  arrived  at  the 
latter  place  the  13th  of  October  from  which  It  was  apprehended  she  had  been 

obliged  to  bear  away  for  China. 

9.  The  supply  of  treasure  for  China  having  been  cornpleated  as  advised 
in  our  latter  letter  by  the  Devonshire,  the  Argo's  dispatches  were  immediately 

prepared    and    delivered  to  Capt.  Affleck  and  as  she  had 
ons.  _    .  o\r.        go  }arge  a  pr0perty  on  board  on  account  of  the  Company 

and  was  to  proceed  by  a  passage  not  yet  perfectly  known,  we  determined  for 

the  greater  security  of  the  treasure  that  one  of  our  pilot 

ons.  od.  Deer.       vessells  should  be  fitted  out  to  accompany  her  through  the 

islands  or  even  unto  China  if  found  necessary  and  the  Cuddalore  schooner  wTas 

* 

accordingly  dispatched  on  this  service. 

30.  We  are  sorry  here  to  advise  your  honours  of  the  loss  of  the  Nancy 
ketch  belonging  to  the  Fort  Marlbro'  establishment,  which  happened  the 
begining  of  September  last 'in  the  streights  of  Mallaca  by  the  villainey  of 
the  carpenter  and  gunner,  as  you  may  be  more  fully  acquainted  on  reference 
to  our  Consultation  of  the  27th  December,  on  which  are  recorded  the  informa- 
tions thereon  of  the  second  mate  and  the  captain  of  a  country  vessell,  who 
you  will  find  Air.  Robert  Lindsay  used  all  his  endeavors  to  save  her,  and 

*  *  7 

we  have  only  to  add  that  we  have  not  as  yet  heard  any  thing  either  of  the 
commander  or  of  any  thing  either  of  the  accomplices  and  that  we  shall  take 
care  to  demand  from  Air.  Lindsay  the  value  of  the  small  quantity  of  opium 

and  any  other  articles  which  he  saved  out  of  her. 

11,  The  rice  and  opium  for  Fort  Marlbro'  having  been  laden  on  the 
Diligent  snow,  she  was  accordingly  dispatched  thither  the  26th  of  November 
but  the  necessary  and  unavoidable  services  on  which  the  Leopard  was  employed 
down  the  River,  and  the  repairs  which  on  her  return  the  Master  Attendant 
found  it  requisite  to  give  her  leading  us  to  apprehend  she  could  not  arrive 
at  Fort  St.  George  in  time  to  meet  the  Admiral  Watson,  we  determined  to 
forward  by  the  Caernarvon  the  remainder  of  the  opium  then  in  the  ware 
house    together    with    the   whole    of   the    packing    stuff    indented   for,    and 
shortly  after  receiving   a   further   dispatch   of   fifty   chests   of   opium   from 
Patna,  we  directed  the  same  to  be  laden  on  the  Leopard  snow  with  the  remain- 
ing articles  of  the  indent  with  which  she  will  accordingly  proceed  now  in  a 
few  days. 

mf 

12.  We  observe  the  strong  terms  in  which  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  May 
you  repeat  your  recommendation  for  our  affording  every  possible  assistance 
to  this  settlement,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  the  same  shall  be  always 
a  particular  object  of  our  attention.    By  the  foregoing  you  will  observe  that 
we  have  fully  complied  with  their  last  "indent  sent  us,  in  every  other  article 
and  in  the  essential  one  of  opium,  we  shall  exceed  it  by  sixty  eight  chests  the 
quantity  required  being  only  one  hundred  and  fifty'  and  our  supplies 'two 
hundred  and  eighteen  chests.    With  regard  to  money,  the  very  large  amount 
of  our  military  expences,  and  other  demands  have  not  left  it  in  our  power  to 
supply  them  herein  but  on  receipt  of  their  last  application  on  this  subject 
in  the  month  of  April,  we  wrote  to  the  gentlemen  of  Fort  St.  George  represent- 
ing our  inability  and  requesting  they  would  if  possible  assist  them.    We  must 
remark  that  in  their  said  indent  they  did  not  specify  the  want  of  any  cloth 
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which  you  mention  as  one  of  the  articles  we  had  neglected  to  supply  them 
with. 

13.  The  further  quantity  of  salt  petxe  for  Bombay  ordered  on  board  the 
Calcutta  was  decreased  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  Consultation  the  17th 
January,  to  ten  thousand  maunds,  but  the  whole  amount  of  our  supplies  of 
this  article  do  now  almost  double  the  quantity  at  first   promised  them  of 
thirty  thousand  rnaunds,  so  that  they  will  have  considerable  remains  on  their 
hands  for  the  early  dispatch  of  their  tonnage  of  the  ensuing  season,  and  this 
method  of  keeping  them  supplied  in  advance,  we  shall  continue  in  future  to 
observe  as  far  as  possible  with  a  view  of  saving  the  heavy  expence  of  demorage, 
which  you  have  been  subjected  to  from  the  late  arrival  of  the  saltpetre  with 
them.    We  have  now  also  supplied  that  Presidency  with  some  what  more  than 
the  five  laaks  of  rupees  which  we  advised  you  we  had  permitted  to  draw  for. 

14.  We  have  given  our  final  orders  to  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Chittagong 
for  the  construction  of  the  new  factory  in  that  province  agreeable  to  the  plan 
mentioned  in  our  last  address  and  for  the  particulars,  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  our  Consultation  of  the  24th  of  December  when  tthey  were  determined 
on,  observing  here  only,  that  we  have  on  the  present,  considerably  contracted 
the  plan  originally  proposed. 

15.  The  gentlemen  at  Burdwan  have   also  agreeably  to  former  orders 
transmitted  us  plans  for  houses  for  the  chief  and  other  members  of  the  factory 
which  from  the  moderate  expence  they  have  represented  will  attend  the  execu- 
tion, we  have  approved  of  with  some  additions  for  accommodation  of  the 
seapoys  stationed  with  them  and  to  render  the  factory  defensively  against 
any  flying  parties  of  cavalry ;  such  a  plan  of  the  whole  together  with  a  sketch 
of  the  country  round  about,  we  have  directed  them  to  transmit  us  for  our 
further  consideration. 

16.  In  our  additional  letter  by  the  Devonshire  we  advised  you  that  on 
Mr.  Vansittart's  departure,  Mr.  Spencer  had  taken  charge  of  the  Government 
till  your  directions  by  the  Kent  or  Lapwing  should  arrive,  which  last  having 
imported,  he  wras  acquainted  with  your  destination  respecting  him,  but  as  the 
rest  of  the  members  judged  his  continuance  here  requisite  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Company's  affairs  till  Lord  Olive's  arrival,  they  addressed  him  a 
letter  containing  a  request  for  that  purpose  in  which  he  has  acquiesced. 

17.  Mr.   Vansittart  before  his  departure  delivered   inio  us  a  calculate 
account  of  the  commission  due  to  him  on  the  Company's  lands,  requesting  at 
same  time  that  wrhatever  on  the  adjustment  of  your  accounts  appear  further 
due  to  him  might  be  paid  to  his  attornies,  together  with  the  commission  on 
such  part  of  the  outstanding  ballances  for  three  years  past  as  may  be  further 
recovered,  and  the  amount  demanded  being  CRs.  1,05,192,  was  accordingly  paid 
him  out  of  the  treasury.    We  observe  and  shall  attend  to  your  directions  now 
received,  that  this  additional  emolument,  is  not  to  be  continued  to  Lord  Clive 
or  any  other  future  President  and  Governor. 

18.  On  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  16th  May  and  1st  June  we  imme- 
diately communicated  to  Brigadier  General  Caraac  your  resolutions  and  orders 
in  his  favor  and  also  gave  directions  for  notifying  to  the  army  in  the  manner 
you  directed  the  thanks  of  the  Company  for  their  services  in  the  campaign  under 
Major  Adams. 


1 
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19.  We  also  gave  some  other  necessary  directions  for  information  of  which 
"beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  Consultation  of  the  25th  ultimo.    But  with  regard 

ro  the  reduction  of  the  batta1  to  the  army,  we  have  thought  it  proper  and 
necessary  on  account  of  their  being;  engaged  in  actual  service  of  so  much 

^  4—?  4J        C_2 

consequence,  to  defer  it  for  the  present  at  least  '"till  the  arrival  of  Lord  Clive 
and  the  other  members  with  the  expected  field  officers,  hoping  by  the  example 
and  support  of  the  latter  whom  we  conclude  came  out  acquainted  with  your 
orders  to  meet  with  less  difficulty  therein.  We  shall,  however,  carry  them  into 

execution  ourselves,  if  the  gentlemen  should  not  soon  arrive. 

20.  We  some  time  ago  permitted  Air.  George  Godefridus  De  La  Garde 
to  proceed  round  to  Bombay  in  order  to  see  some  of  his  near  relations  and 
settle  some  family  concerns,  on  his  return  he  shall  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  contents  of  the  50th  paragraph  of  your  last  letter. 

21.  Your  complaints  of  remissness  in  duty  of  your  junior  servants  conti- 

nued in  your  letter  of  the  1  7th  December  1762  and  the  directions  you  were 
pleased  to  give  in  consequence  were  duely  communicated  to  them  and  in 
answer  to  the  49th  paragraph  of  your  letter  now  before  us  we  must  do  them 
the  justice  to  assure  your  honours  that  we  have  not  since  had  any  cause  for 
being  disatisfied  with  them  on  that  account. 

22.  At  our  Consultation  of  the  20th  of  December,  Mr.  Hastings  delivered 
in  a  letter  returning  your  honor's  thanks  for  the  benefits  he  had  reaped  in 
your  service  and  desiring  to  resign  the  same  ;  and  he  accordingly  took  his 
passage  for  Europe  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Medway.    To  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  this  resignation,  we  called  Mr.  George  Gray  the  next  servant 
on  your  list  from  his  residency  at  Maulda,  and  you  will  observe  that  according 
to  the  number  you  have  now  directed  your  Council  to  consist  of,  he  will  when 
Lord  Clive  with  the  other  expected  gentlemen  arrive  exactly  compleat  the 


same. 


23.  We  further  appointed  Mr.  Playdell,  Export  Ware  House  Keeper,  in 

the  room  of  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Richard  BarweU,2  Resident  at  Maulda,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Gray,  and  Mr.  Richd.  Witts,  his  Head  Assistant,  to  succeed 
Mr.  Barwell  in  the  office  of  Sub  Accomptant. 

24.  And  here  we  must  again  notice  to  your  honors  the  great  merit  we 
think  due  to  this  last  named  gentlemen  [sic]  for  the  attention  and  diligence  he 
has  exerted  in  the  discharge  of  his  late  trust  in  which  he  has  almost  entirely 
removed  any  further  cause  for  those  repeated  complaints  you  have  made  con- 
cerning the  backwardness  of  your  General  Books.    With  our  last  dispatches  we 
transmitted  you  the  sett  ending  April  1761  and  we  now  forward  to  you  as  then 
advised,  other  two  to  April  1763  and  the  other  sett  are  now  in  such  great 
forwardness  that  you  may  depend  on  their  being  transmitted  by  the  last  ship 
next  season,  and  as  your  honours  have  always  been  so  particularly  urgent 
for  the  completion  of  this  heavy  task,  we  imagine  we  need  not  add  further 
in  recommendation  of  Mr.  Barwell  than  to  refer  you  to  the  time  and  manner 
in  which  he  has  acquitted  himself  of  it. 

25.  We  must  also  repeat  once  more  the  favorable  mention  we  have  before 
made  to  you  of  Mr.  John  Graham  our  late  Secretary.    He  for  a  long  while 
acted  in  that  capacity  to  us  with  the  most  unwearied  assiduity  and  in  every 
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other  respect  to  our  entire  satisfaction,  and  we  cannot  in  justice  but  recornmei} 
him  again  here  as  a  servant  very  particularly  deserving  vour  notice  and  f  avoi^.* '. 

26.  On  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Graham,  a  member  of  the  settlement  at 
Benaris,  Mr.  William  Majendie,  the  Assistant  Secretary,  was  nominated   to 

succeed  him  as  Secretary  and  has  since  entered  upon  and  from  his  diligence 
which  we  have  already  mentioned  to  you  we  are  persuaded  also  of  his  giving 
you  and  us  entire  satisfaction  in  the  discharge  thereof. 

27.  Mr.  Witts  will  we  hope  exert  himself  in  like  manner  as  Air.  Barwell 
and  we  need  only  further  assure  your  honours  that  it  shall  in  future  be  a 
particular  object  of  our  attention  that  your  general  and  other  books  are  regularly 
and  properly  kept  up  and  transmitted.    We  observe  your  directions  in  regard 
to  the  Military  Pay  Masters  and  Commissary  Generals  in  particular,  on  account 
of  the  great  part  of  your  expences  which  from  the  troubles  we  have  been 
involved  in  must  be  therein  stated ;  those  of  the  first  office  were  transmitted 
you  to  November  1763  by  the  Pigot  and  a  sett  of  the  Commissary  General's 

-  J  O  . 

ending  April  1763  by  the  Devonshire.  We  now  send  you  further  a  duplicate 
copy  of  these  last  together  with  the  continuation  promised  to  April  1764. 

28.  Mr.  Anselm  Beaumont  agreeably  to  the  intention  intimated  in  our 
last  has  also  resigned  your  service,  and  proceeded  to  Europe  on  the  Medway. 
Mr.  Staniake  Batson  took  passage  on  the  Devonshire. 

29.  On  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Barwell  to  the  Residency  of  Maulda,  we 
judged  it  necessary  on  account  of  the  extent  of  your  business  at  that  factory, 
as  likewise  that  you  might  have  some  person  on  the  spot  to  take  charge  in 
case  of  any   accident  to  that  gentleman  that  he  should  have  an  assistant 
stationed  with  him,  and  Mr.  William  Barton  was  accordingly  appointed. 

30.  We  have  received  representations  both  from  Major  Champion  and 
Major  Stibbert  on  the  occasion  of  your  appointment  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
to  a  majority  on  this  establishment,  by  which  they  think  themselves  aggrieved  ; 
in  our  letter  by  the  Boscawen,  we  strongly  recommended  the  former  to  your 
honours  and  must  now  do  the  same  justice  to  the  merit  of  Major  Stibbert, 
referring  you  for  the  rest  to  his  address  to  you  on  the  occasion  now  transmitted. 

31.  On    the   very   particular   recommendation   of   General    Carnac    and 
Commodore  Tinker,   we  granted  captain's   commissions   to   Capt.  Frederick 
Thomas  Smith  and  Lieut.  David  Scott  of  his  Majesty's  marines ;  as  we  are 
willing  however  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  giving  any  cause  for  umbrage 
to  your  officers  from  such  appointments,  we  have  declined  complying  with 
those  which  were  made  us  by  Lieuts.  Wakely  and  Humphreys  of  the  96th  Regi- 
ment.   For  your  information  of  the  casualities  and  military  promotions  which 
have  occured  since  our  last,  we  refer  you  to  a  list  in  the  packet  agreeably  to 
the  advice  given  you  in  our  last,  of  the  method  we  should  in  future  observe 
for  this  purpose. 

32.  But  we  are  here  to  acquaint  you  with  the  resignation  of  Capt.  James 
Forster  of  the  battalion  of  Captain  Lieut.  Adolph  Wilmers  of  the  artillery  who 
takes  passage  on  this  ship.    We  have  granted  them  both  certificates  of  their 
good  behaviour  in  your  service,  but  we  must  here  do  the  former  the  further 
justice  of  mentioning  him  as  an  officer  who  in  every  station  and  on  all  occasions 
has  particularly  distinguished  himself.    And  the  only  cause  of  his  now  resign- 
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ing  is  tiie  continued  111  state  of  health  under  which  he  has  laboured  for  these 
four  years  past. 

33.  In  our  address  from  the  other  Department  you  are  advised  of  our 
having  ordered  a  detachment  into  die  Midnapoore  province  in  consequence  of 
motions  making  by  the  Marattas.    And  we  are  here  to  Inform  you  that  at  our 
Consultation  of  the  3 1st  of  December,  General  Carnac  delivered  in  dissent 
from  our  sentiments  and  orders  that  the  Major  on  this  service  should  in  any 
respect  act  under  the  directions  of  the  Resident  in  that  province  founding  it  on 
the  circumstances  of  the  party's  being  sent  for  the  defence  of  the  province  and 
not  for  forwarding  the  collections  and  that  the  officer  in  command  should 
therefore  be  under  as  little  controul  as  possible ;  we  confirmed  our  order  in 
consequence  of  your  repeated  commands  for  the  subordination  of  the  offices 
to  the  civil  authority,  but  for  the  prevention  of  any  further  room  for  the  least 
doubt,  we  must  request  you  will  be  more  explicit  on  this  particular  subject 
which  now  appears  to  us  still  more  requisite  on  account  of  the  appointment 
of  so  many  officers  of  superior  rank  on  this  establishment,  since  it  has  already 
been  urged,  that  field  officers  should  be  subordinate  to  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  and  Council  only. 

^ 

34.  Mr.  Jarnes  Robertson  one  of  the  cadets,  who  came  out  on  the  Success, 
preferred  a  very  heavy  complaint  to  us  of  Ms  ill  treatment  during  the  passage 
from  die  Commander,  Captain  Henry  Gardiner,  which  It  appearing  he  could 
not  acquit  himself  of  after  giving  him  every  opportunity  he  could  desire  for 
that  end,   we  determined   to   mention   to  your   honours   as   requiring  your 
particular  notice  to  prevent  the  like  behavior  in  others.    The  complaint  itself 
and  proceedings  in  consequence  you  will  find  recorded  in  our  Consultation  of 
the  26th  November,  and  6th  and  10th  December  to  which  *ve  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  for  your  more  full  information  on  the  subject.    Capt.  Gardiner  after- 
wards delivered  us  a  letter  requesting  our  permission  to  return  to  Europe  by 
any  opportunity  that  might  offer,  with  which  we  complied. 

35.  Besides  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  two  bonds  lost  at  the  capture 
of  Calcutta,  which  in  our  last  general  address  we  advised  your  honours  to  have 
paid  off  in  consequence  of  your  orders,  we  have  discharged  die  amounts  due 
on  two  others  in  the  names  of  Dorothy  Bellamy  and  Underam  Cappree  and 
have  granted  an  interest  note  for  what  became  due  on  the  particular  one 
mentioned  in  your  letter  in  the  names  of  Messrs.  Manningham  and  Frankland 
acct.  George  and  Marry  Tipping,  observing  conformably  to  your  directions 
to  be  fully  satisfied  in  each  case  that  the  claimant  was  the  legal  representative, 
and  to  take  from  him.  the  proper  security  and  indemnification. 

36.  Mr.  Campbell  has  delivered  In  a  letter  to  us  in  consequence  of  the 
accounts  which  we  required  for  exemplifying  the  regulations  proposed  by  him 
in  order  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the  mint  and  we  have  the  same  now 
under  our  consideration.    He  has  also  delivered  in  an  indent  of  some  articles 
he  is  in  want  of  for  the  same  purpose  which  is  accordingly   enclosed  in 
the  packet. 

37.  We  have  received  from  Commodore  Tinker  a  considerable  part  of 
the  ordnance  and  stores  belonging  to  the  ships  Medway  and  York  for  which 
we  granted  him  the  proper  certificates,  and  copies  of  them  are  now  transmitted 

you. 


6  FEBRUARY    1765  307 

38.  The  marines  of  the  former,  not  having  arrived  from  camp  In  time 
to  proceed  on  her  to  Fort  St.  George,  were  embarked  on  board  the  Caernarvon. 

39.  The  remaining  men  of  the  84th  Regiment  were  accommodated  as 
advised  in  our  last  by  Commodore  Tinker,  except  a  few  whom  Capt.  Mangin 
was  obliged  to  leave  behind  from  sickness.    These  with  Lieut.  Grant  left  in 
command  of  them  and  the  detachment  of  the  96th  Regiment  consisting  of  five 
officers  and  forty  five  men  are  now  accommodated  on  the  Vansittart:  a  list 

*  J 

of  them  is  transmitted  as  usual  in  the  packet. 

40.  On  the  Calcutta  were  sent  home  a  further  number  of  the  French 
men  who  have  served  in  our  military  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  advised  in 
our  letter  by  the  Devonshire  and  of  whom  a  part  was  then  returned,  and  the 
papers  relating  to  their  embarkation  were  forwarded  in  that  ship's  packet 
to  Bombay  to  be  from  thence  transmitted  to  you  with  her  general  dispatches 
for  Europe. 

41.  The  goods  and  merchandize  we  have  consigned  to  your  honours  by 
this  ship  amount  to  current  rupees  9,49,700.    Fifteen  hundred  bags  of  saltpetre 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  bales  of  piece  goods,  in  part  thereof  have  been 
shipped  in  consequence  of  offers  made  us  by  Capt.  Lewin  as  surplus  tonnage 
at  half  freight,  for  which  wre  therefore  transmit  you  a  seperate  bill  of  lading. 

42.  We  have  further  laden  on  her  the  usual  supplies  for  your  island  of 
St.  Helena  amounting  to  current  rupees  1,248-5  and  have  granted  on  the  usual 
terms  the  following  setts  of  bills  by  her  in  part  of  the  remaining  five  laaks 
to  be  drawrn  this  season  vizt.  at  365  days  amounting  to  C.R.  3,65,018-2-6  or 
£  St.  42,585-7-10. 
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LETTER  DATED  8  FEBRUARY  1765 

Report  the  death  of  Mir  Jujar — nomination  of  'Najmud-Daulah  as  Nawab 
proposed — perpetual  assignment  of  5  lakhs  to  the  Company  by  the  Nawab  for 
defence  of  the  province. 

1  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 

Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'bie  Sirs, 

[1.]  We  have  advised  you  in  the  letter  already  addressed  by  this  ship  of  the 
ill  state  of  the  Nabob's  health,  and  are  sorrv  now  to  be  obliged  to  add  the 

*  C-' 

certain  information  received  this  morning  from  the  Resident  at  the  Durbar, 

of  his  demise  about  noon  the  5th  instant. 

4 

2.  It  is  at  present  impossible  for  us  to  determine  so  hastily  on  the  measures 
proper  to  be  taken  on  so  important  an  occasion  ;  but  as  you  will  be  anxious 
to  know  the  plan  we  are  intending  to  pursue,  we  shall  here  just  inform  you  of 
what  immediatly  occurs  to  us,  observing  at  the  same  time  that  considering 
the   few   members   of   the    Board    now    at    the    Presidency,    we    have    called 
Mr.  Johnstone  from  Burdwan  being  so   near  at  hand  to   assist  us   in   our 
deliberations. 

3.  The  Nabob  has  left  three  children  behind  him,  the  eldest  about  sixteen 
years  old,  we  have  not  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  this  young  man's  abilities 
or  character,  but  as  the  removal  of  the  succession  out  of  the  family  of  the 
late  Nabob  might  at  this  critical  juncture  of  affairs  throw  the  country  into 
confusion,  we  propose  to  nominate  him  thereto,  giving  him  at  same  time 
fully  to  understand  that  he  receives  and  must  hold  the  government  by  the 
influence  and  authority  of  the  Company.1    The  younger  children  we  "must 
observe  are  as  unequal  to  any  actual   charge   from   their   minority   as   the 
other  appears  to  be  from  his  incapacity.     In  order  therefore  to  supply  this 
want  of  a  capable  person  in  the  family!  we  shall  take  every  precaution  that 
proper   officers   are    appointed   for   the   management   of   the    affairs    of   the 
government. 

4.  ^  With  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  Company  the  chief  point  that  occurs 
to  us  is  the  converting  the  temporary  assignment  of  5  laaks  per  month  for 
the  expences  of  the  army  into  a  perpetual  one  which  appears  to  us  but  a 
just  and  reasonable  compensation  for  the  heavy  charges  the  Company  must 

be  ai  while  the  entire  defence  of  the  province  rests  upon  them. 

5.  As  the  King  is  at  present  without  army,  we  have  taken  the  precaution 
of  instructing  the  Commanding  Officer  to  take  every  effectual  means  for  dis- 
couraging applications  to  him  from  any  quarter  for  stinnuds  for  these  provinces 
as  though  such  sunnuds  would  not  be  of  weight  to  support  themselves  without 

our  assistance  yet  they  might  in  improper  hands,  be  sufficiently  so,  to  embarrass 
our  affairs  and  it  is  our  intention  if  they  appear  necessary  that  they  should 

be  procured  through  our  influence  alone, 


Mir  Jafar  and  his  son  Miran 
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6.    We  have  also  given  the  necessary  directions  to  the  subordinate  factories 
on  this  event  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to  Inform  vou  chat  we  do  not  as  vet 

J-  x  4> 

foresee  that  any  troubles  are  likely  to  ensue  from  It.    We  shall  Immediatly 

enter  into  the  maturest  discussion  of  all  the  circumstances  attending  this  change 
and  then  form  such  resolutions  as  may  appear  to  us  best  calculated  for  the 
Company's  interests  and  the  good  of  the  country  in  general.  And  when  we 
have  so  done,  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  the  Board  to  proceed  to  the  city 
in  order  to  seat  the  successor  on  the  musnud  and  see  these  resolutions  effectually 
carried  Into  execution. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 
Honorable  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient 

Fort  William,  humble  servants, 

the  8th  February  1765.  J.   Spencer   /   C.   S.   Play  dell    /   Ralph 

[Per  Vansittart}  Leycester  /  John  Burdett. 
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LETTER  DATED  11  MARCH  1765 

'Execution  of  Mir  Oasim  and  surrender  of  deserters  as  a  condition  for 
peace  with  Shujaud-Daulah — fall  of  Chunarghar  and  Allahabad  and  retreat 
of  Shujaud-Daulah — appreciation  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher's  measures  against  the 
enemy — arrangements  for  government  of  Bengal  during  minority  of  Najmtid- 
Daulah — execution  of  fresh  treaty  with  Najmud-Daulah — agreement  with 
Balwant  Singh  for  payment  of  revenues  of  his  zemindari  to  the  Company. 

JL  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 

Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  now  continue  by  the  ship  Bute  a  detail  of  the  few  occurrences 
under  this  Department  since  our  last  addresses  by  the  Vansittart  of  the  6th  and 
8th  ultimo. 

2.  Immediately  after  her  dispatch  we  met  as  you  were  advised  to  consider 
on  the  situation  of  our  affairs  with  the  King  and  Shuja  Dowla,  and  the  measures 
proper  to  be  taken  for  bringing  the  war  to  as  speedy  a  period  as  possible, 
and  as  our  preliminary  demand  of  the  surrender  of  Meer  Cossim,  Sombre  and 
the  deserters  had  appeared  to  be  the  principal  obstacle,  Shuja  Dowla  urging 
always  that  It  was  inconsistent  with  his  honour  to  give  up  people  who  had 
fled  to  him  for  protection,  it  was  agreed  we  should  recede  from  that  part  of 
It  which  respected  Cossim  and  Sombre  provided  he  would  himself  cause  to 
be  executed  the  punishment  we  think  due  for  their  crimes  by  putting  them 
to  death  in,  a  publick  manner  as  an  act  of  justice,  and  so  that  we  could  be 
certified  thereof  and  have  no  doubt  that  they  were  really  the  persons  executed, 
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of  Ms  disposition  to  which,  we  had  had  some  intimation.  With  regard  to  the 
deserters  we  were  of  opinion  it  was  proper  still  to  insist  on  their  being  delivered 
into  our  own  hands,  as  there  was  not  the  same  reason  for  his  objecting  to 
this  part,  and  in  order  that  an  example  might  be  made  to  the  army  of  their 
scandalous  behaviour.  It  was  not,  however,  our  intention  in  consequence  to 
relinquish  the  sunnuds  before  obtained  for  the  zemindarry  of  Bulwant  Sing's 
country  or  vield  the  territory  again  to  Shuja  Dowla ;  but  if  terms  could  have 
been  received  through  the  King  for  a  peace,  in  which  the  aforesaid  article 
should  be  agreed  to,  and  the  interest  of  His  Majesty  provided  for  to  his  satis- 
faction, that  he  might  not  remain  a  burden  to  the  Company  without  the 
absolute  expulsion  of  Shuja  Dowla  from  all  his  dominions,  as  was  at  first 
proposed,  it  appeared  to  us  that  it  would  be  adviseable  to  encourage  such  an 
overture. 

3.  Major  Fletcher  agreeably  to  the  advice  in  his  letter  of  the  21st  of 
January,  of  which  a  copy  was  transmitted  you,  having  proceeded  with  his 

detachment  to  Elyabad,  and  sent  Major  Stibbert  with  the 
Cons.  19  Feb.  remainder  of  the  army  to  Chinargur^we  have  the  pleasure 
to  acquaint  you  that  both  places  after  a  very  trifling  opposition  surrendered1  at 
discretion  on  the  8th  ultimo.  Shuja  Dowla  continued  his  precipitate  retreat 
towards  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Oud,  and  as  by  all  our  advices 
his  affairs  appear  to  be  in  the  utmost  confusion,  and  particularly  his  people 

entirely  disaffected  towards  him,  and  he  has  notwith- 
ons.  -  th  e  .  standing  made  no  further  overtures  for  an  accommodation, 
we  have  now  determined  to  pursue  immediately  the  advantages  we  have  gained 
over  him,  and  drive  him  entirely  out  of  his  country,  putting  the  King  in 
possession  agreeably  to  our  former  resolution.  Nidjuff  Cawn,  the  Chief 
mentioned  in  the  2nd  paragraph  of  our  last  address  has  since  joined  our  army 
with  about  4000  horse. 

4.  No  proper  opportunity  has  yet  offered  to  obtain  from  His  Majesty 
the  agreement  we  mentioned  to  you  in  our  last  for  defraying  the  expences 
of  the  army  since  he  joined  it,  owing  to  the  King's  not  being  with  the  part  of 
the  army  under  Major  Fletcher,  and  with  which  Mr.  Marriott  continued  till 
lately,  but  we  doubt  not  of  his  ready  acquiescence  herein. 

5.  In  the  supplement  to  our  last  letter  we  mentioned  to  you  that  we 
thought  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  had  hazarded  rather  too  much  in  the  movement 
he  made  after  receiving  the  command  of  the  army.    It  is  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction  we  have  now  to  observe  to  you  that  the  vigorous  measures  he 
pursued  have  instead  of  any  bad  consequences,  been  attended  with  the  most 
happy  issue,  by  reducing  the  enemy  to  the  greatest  distress,  and  we  therefore 
beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  particular  notice  and  favour. 

6.  You  were  advised  in  our  last  letter  by  the  Van  Sittart  of  the  decease 
of  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier,  of  what  then  occurred  to  us  on  the  occasion  as 

Cons    8th  Feb        *°   tile   ^^   Pr°Per   ta  ^e    Pursued    and    that    we    should 

^mediately  enter  into  the  maturest  discussions  of  all  the 
circumstances  attending  the  change  of  government,  and  from  [sic]  such  reso- 
lutions as  might  appear  to  us  best-calculated  for  the  Company's  interest  and 

the  good  of  the  country  in  general. 

7.  We  accordingly  began  to  meet  for  this  purpose  in  consultation  the 
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12th  ultimo  when  the  point  of  succession  being  first  taken  Into  consultation. 

it  was  agreed  that  it  should  continue  in  the  family  of 
Cons,  l-th  Feb.       ]\£eer  Jaffier,  and  in  the  person  of  his  surviving  eldest  son 
Najem-o-Dowla,  Mr.  Burdett  only  dissenting  to  this  latter  part  in  favour  of 
his  grand  son,  the  son  of  Miran.2 

8.  Having  afterwards  considered  the  arrangements  and  regulations  neces- 
sary to  he  made  in  the  Government,3  it  was  resolved  on  account  of  Xajem-o- 

Dowla's  minority  and  his  entire  ignorance  in  the  affairs  of 
s*  °"  Government,  having  been  never  In  the  least  engaged  therein 
till  he  went  up  to  the  city  about  two  months  before,  that  the  whole  charge 
should  not  rest  upon  him  nor  upon  Nundcomar  in  whom  he  had  expressed 
an  inclination  of  reposing  his  entire  confidence.  Since  then  the  whole  trust 
appeared  too  great  to  be  placed  in  one  man,  and  that  from  former  circum- 
stances in  Nundcomar's  conduct  we  had  much  reason  to  distrust  him  it  was 
thought  proper  that  another  person  should  be  appointed  at  the  Board's  re- 
commendation in  the  capacity  of  Naib-Subah,  who  should  have  immediately 
under  the  Nabob  the  chief  management  of  all  affairs  ;  and  no  one  at  the  same 
time  appearing  so  fit  for  this  trust  as  Mahomed  Roza  Cawn,  the  Naib  of 
Dacca,  he  was  accordingly  nominated  for  it.  Under  this  Naib-Subah  it  was 
agreed  that  the  business  of  the  collection  of  the  revenues  should  be  divided 
into  two  or  more  branches  as  might  afterwards  appear  proper,  and  the  appoint- 
ment or  dismission  of  the  mutseddies  of  those  branches  and  the  allotment  of 
their  several  districts  be  with  our  approbation,  and  that  we  should  also  be 
at  liberty  to  point  out  and  object  when  improper  persons  were  employed 
under  them. 

9.  With  regard  to  the  monthly  assignment  of  five  laaks  of  rupees  granted 
by  Meer  Jaffier  to  assist  in  defraying  the  expences  of  our  army,  and  which  we 
proposed  getting  converted  into  a  further  fixed  resource  for  that  purpose,  we 
agreed  that  Najem-o-Dowla  should  for  the  present  engage  to  continue  it  to  the 
Company  while  the  troubles  obliged  us  to  keep  the  army  in  ye  field  leaving 
the  matter  to  be  further  and  finally  determined  on  when  peace  should  be 
restored. 

10.  These  points  with  a  confirmation  of  the  necessary  articles  of  the  last 
treaty  with  Meer  Jaffier,  his  son  was  to  acceed  to,  previous  to  his  being 

established  by  us  in  the  subadarec.    A  treaty  was  accord- 

ons.  _      eby.       ingly    prepared    conformable    thereto,    and    a    deputation 

appointed  with  the  proper  instructions  to  get  our  resolutions  carried  into 

execution  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  after  proper  pains 

and  attention  taken  to  give  Najem-o-Dowla  the  clearest 
ons.  .8  Do.  anc£  p}aincst  notion  of  the  several  articles  and  of  the  sincerity 
of  our  intentions  to  support  him  on  those  conditions  faithfully  and  steadily, 
he  agreed  to  accept  the  treaty  in  the  form  it  was  offered  and  accordingly 
executed  it  on  his  part  in  the  presence  of  the  principal  men  of  the  Durbar.4 
He  has  been  since  publickly  seated  on  the  musnud  by  our  deputies  and  pro- 
claimed everywhere  in  proper  form ;  and  we  learn  from  those  gentlemen  that 
he  seems  perfectly  happy  with  what  has  been  done  for  him  and  fully  content 
to  receive  the  government  only  from  the  Company  and  to  rest  himself  entirely 
upon  our  advice  and  protection. 

11.  The  effecting  the  execution  of  your  orders  for  obtaining  the  reversion 
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of  Lord  Give's  jaghire  to  the  Company  Is  a  principal  point  in  the  instructions 

"%o    the    deputation    this    appearing    the    most    favourable 

Cons.  14  Feby.        opnortunitv  that  could  have  offered  for  that  purpose.    For 

vour  information  on  the  other  points,  we  refer  you  to  our  Consultation  of 

the   14th  ultimo  where   they   are  entered   at  full    A  copy  of   the   treaty  is 

transmitted  in  the  packet  to' which  we  also  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

12.  Mr.  Grav  having  arrived  at  Calcutta  took  his  seat  at  the  Board  just 
after  the  other  members  had  formed  their  resolutions,  and  dissented  from 
the  first  part  of  them3  "but  as  his  arguments  produced  no  alterations  in  their 

sentiments,  we  have  only  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes  on  both  sides. 

13.  The  gentlemen  of  Fort  St.  George  have  advised  us  in  an   answer 
to  the  application  mentioned  in  our  last  for  a  re-inforcement  of  troops,  that 

they  purpose  sending  us  about  two  hundred  men,  which 
Cons.  25  Feby.        'IS   ^n  tjlev  can  possibly   spare   us  ;   and  we  have   already 
received  in  part  about  fifty  enlisted  for  this  establishment  by  Lieutenant  John 
Seagrave  of  His  Majesty's  79th  Regiment. 

14.  We  are  also  advised  from  them  of  the  arrival  there  of  Mr.  Law6 
with  four  ships  under  his  command,  and  the  necessary  powers  which  he  pro- 
duced to  them  for  receiving  over  the  possessions  to  be  restored  to  the  French 
in  India  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  peace.    He  has  since  left  them  to  proceed  to 
Tranquebar  in  order  to  receive  back  Karricai  with  its  ancient  districts,  after 
which  they  learn  he  purposes  proceeding  to  Pondicherry,  and  having  sent 
persons  to  Mussulipatarn,  Yanam  and  Mahle  to  come  to  Bengal.    We  received 
from  them  at  same  time  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  23rd  of  March  last 
to   the   different   Presidencies   containing   your   more   particular    instructions 
for  carrying  into   execution,  the  articles  of  the  treaty  which  respects  your 
aifairs. 

15.  By  all  the  Information  we  could  get,  the  French  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1749  possessed  factories  in  these  provinces  at  Chandernagore,  Patna, 
Svdabad,  Dacca  and  Tusrdla,  and  vou  were  advised  in  our  address  by  the 

i  •/        O  *  j  J 

Osterley  that  we  had  in  consequence  procured  from  the  Nabob  the  necessary 
orders  for  their  restitution,  and  shall  put  the  commissaries  in  possession  of 
such  as  they  proved  their  title  to,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  ;  to  which  we  shall 

conform  accordingly  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Law. 

16.  But  in  answer  to  your  orders  on  the  subject  of  the  22nd  article,  we 
are  TO  Inform  you  that  we  had  before  made  a  strict  but  entirely  ineffectual 
search  for  any  papers  which  might  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  in  particular 
we  must  Inform  you  that  we  know  nothing  of  the  seizure  of  their  phirmaunds 
at  Moorshedabad,  if  any  of  their  papers  should  hereafter  appear,  they  shall 
be  dulv  delivered. 

* 

17.  For  the  present  we  have  only  to  add  further  on  this  subject  that  you 
may  place  an  entiie  reliance  upon  our  attention  to  your  directions,  to  live 
so  far  as  may  depend  upon  us  in  future  harmony  with  this  nation  here,  taking 
care  at  the  same  time  to  prevent  their  obtaining  any  undue  influence  in  the 

country. 

#> 

IB.    The  Marattas  having  retired  to  Cut  tack  and  manifested  no  further,  in- 
tention of  disturbing  us,  we  have  eased  you  of  the  expence  of  the  detachment 
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advised  in  our  last  to  have  been  sent  into  the  Midnapoor  province  in  conse- 
quence of  their  motions  this  way,  and  recalled  it  to  Calcutta. 

19.    We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Sittart  at  Fort  St.  George 
referring  to  one  which  he  was  informed  had,  after  his  departure  been  delivered 

in  by  General  Carnac  in  which  this  gentleman  had  mention- 
Cons.  -3  Feby.         e(j  ]^m  w^  ^  same  ^ant  of  candour/  he  had  shewn  on 

many  former  occasions,  and  informing  us  that  he  hoped  to  find  a  copy  of 
the  same  with  you  ;  before  whom  he  should  make  the  truth  appear  and  in  trie 
mean  time  that  the  consideration  of  the  General's  not  having  produced  the 
letter  while  he  was  present  would  prevent  us  or  any  others  from  being 
prejudiced  by  it.  This  letter  of  the  General's  with  the  papers  therein  mentioned 
are  recorded  on  our  Consultations  of  the  27th  December  and  31st  January,  to 
which  we  refer  you. 

We  are  with  respect  Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient 

Fort  William,  humble  servants, 

the  llth  March  1765.  J.  Spencer  /  George  Gray  /  J.  Burdett. 


Postscript 

1 .  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  we  have  received  letters  from  Mr.  Marriott5 
at  Benaris,  advising  of  Bulwant  Sing's  having  returned,  and  enclosing  copies 
of  the  agreements  entered  into  with  him  for  the  revenues  of  Ms  zemindarry 
to  be  paid  the  Company,  of  which  for  your  particular  information  others  are 
transmitted  in  the  packet;  and  we  shall  immediately  meet  to  consider  the 
points  therein  referred  for  our  determination.    We  have  also  received  a  letter 
from  General  Carnac  on  the  same  subject  and  advising  further   that  the- 
coming  in  of  Bulwant  Sing  rendering  a  force  unnecessary  in  the  parts  near 
Chirnargur,  he  had  left  only  a  battalion  to  garrison  the  fort  and  crost  the 
rest  of  the  detachment  with  Major  Stibbert  over  the  Ganges,  that  they  might 
proceed  on  to  Illiabad  from  whence  he  should  march  to  reduce  Lucknow  and 
such  other  parts  of  Shuja  Dowla's  dominions  as  had  not  yet  submitted.    This 
you   will   observe   corresponds   with   our   resolution   mentioned    in   the    3rd 
paragraph. 

2.  We  have  also  received  a  letter  from  the  gentlemen  of  trie  deputation 
advising  that  the  Nabob  has  readily  acquiesced  in  our  application  for  pro- 
curing  the   reverse   of  Lord   Clive's   jaghire*   and  promised   to   give   them 
immediately  a  proper  grant  confirming  the  same. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

,    Your  most  obedient  and  faithful 

Fort  William,  humble  servants, 

the  llth  March  1765.  J.  Spencer  /  C.  S.  PlaydeU/  J.  Burdett  / 

[Per  Bute]  George  Gray. 
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Request  for  European  recruits  -for  Bengal — account  of  Burdwan  revenues- 
military   appointments—Major  Munro   to    be   commended   to   His   Majesty's 

favour. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 

Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  In  our  last  address  by  the  Vansittart  under  date  the  6th  ultimo  you 
were  advised  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  ship  Bute  from  her  Batavia  voyage, 
and  that  she  was  preparing  to  proceed  to  you  as  our  last  ship,  agreeably  to 
her  destination  advised  by  the  Devonshire.    She  is  now  accordingly  dispatched 
to  YOU  with  a  full  cargo  as  per  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  transmitted  hi  the 
packet  the  former  amounting  to  [ ]. 

2.  Fifteen  hundred  bags  of  her  saltpetre  have  been  shiped  as  surplus 

tonnage  on  the  charter  party  terms  of  half  freight  of  which 
Consn.  11  Feby.      a  seperate  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  is  therefore  sent. 

3.  We   have   also   laden   on   her   the   usual   supplies  for   the   island   of 
St.  Helena  amounting  as  per  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  enclosed  to  the  Governor 
and  Council  to  CRs.  [ ]. 

4.  Agreeably  to  the  advice  in  our  letter  of  the  26th  November  the  few 
remaining  men  of  the  84th  and  the  detachment  of  the  96th  Regiments  were 
returned  to  Europe  on  the  Vansittart  and  Major  Munro,  with  the  detachment 
of  the  89th  under  his  command  now  proceeds  on  this  ship. 

5.  When  we  directed  Captain  Lewin  to  receive  on  board  those  passengers 
we  referred  him  to  you  for  payment  of  the  wThole  expence  agreeably  to  your 

commands   in   the   21st   paragraph   of   your   letter   of  the 
Consn.  4  Februy.    3ist  March  1763>    He  tllereilpOn  addressed  us  representing 

that  his  instructions  laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  the  same  might 
be  paid  him  here  agreeably  to  charter  party  and  as  all  your  said  agreements 
positively  specify  that  the  sum  of  £10  to  the  owners  shall  be  paid  in  India 
for  every  charter  party  passenger  embarked  for  Europe,  we  directed  the  amount 

due  on  that  footing  to  be  accordingly  paid  him  out  of  our 
onsn.  I      e  ry,     treasury,  but  referred  him  as  before  for  what  was  due  to 
himself  for  entertaining  the  officers  at  his  table.    We  have  done  in  like  manner 
with  respect  to  the  detachment  embarked  on  board  the  Bute. 

6.  Captain  Lewin  in  his  said  letter  also  requested  we  would  put  on  board 
a  quantity  of  strong  liquor  for  the  use  of  the  private  men  or  else  allow  him  to 

Co       ->"  F  b         Prov^e  a  supply  at  the  Company's  expence.    An  applica- 
e  ruy.    t-Qn  Q£  t-|le  ^e  nature  jias  keeu  aiso  since  made  by  Captain 

Maitland  with  this  further  addition  that  we  would  make  him  an  allowance  of 
tonnage  for  them.  But  as  we  had  not  received  such  from  any  of  the  com- 
manders who  carried  home  troops  last  season,  and  we  had  moreover  no 
directions  from  you  on  this  subject,  we  have  refered  them  to  be  answered  by 

yourselves. 
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7.  The  Lord  Anson  imported  with  us  the  1st  instant  but  we  are  extremelv 
aorrv  to  remark  to  you  that  the  length  of  her  vovaee  has  proved  fatal  to  most 

„,  *  fj  rf         Cj  L 

of  her  recruits  from  the  scurvey  and  other  distempers  which  raged  among  them. 
no  less  than  284  having  dyed  before  her  arrival  in  the  River.  We  immediately 
ordered  all  the  relief  in  our  power  from  fresh  provisions  &ca.  to  be  sent  down 
the  River  to  the  survivors,  and  we  hope  most  of  them  will  now  recover. 

8.  We  yet  hear  nothing  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  from  which  we  cannot  but 
conclude  that  the  recruits  intended  by  her  have  too  severely  experienced  the 
same  calamity  and  as  therefore  our  engagements  with  the  new  Nabob  (as  you 
are  advised  from  the  other  Department)  leave  the  entire  defence  of  the  pro- 
vinces upon  us1  and  the  troops  we  have  here  already  must  unavoidably  be 
much  reduced  in  the  field  by  the  continuance  of  the  war,  we  cannot  but  press 
vour  honors  for  a  further  recruit  as  soon  as  possible  and  we  must  repeat  as  a 
further  argument  for  your  comply ance,  the  disproportion  of  our  European 
force  to  the  number  of  seapoys  we  are  therefore  obliged  to  entertain,  the 
dangerous  consequence  of  which  we  have  so  much  experienced  in  their  fre- 
quent mutinies  at  the  most  critical  junctures.    At  the  same  time  you  will 
immediately  perceive  the  necessity  of  their  departure  (from  the  instances  before 
mentioned)  at  a  more  early  season  and  at  the  same  time  we  must  also  repeat 
our  earnest  application  for  a  proper  supply  of  small  arms. 

9.  The  Leopard's  cargo  having  been  compleated,  she  received  her  dis- 
patches for  Fort  Marlbro  the  llth  ultimo  and  we  at  same  time  came  to  the 
resolution  of  supplying  that  Presidency  annually  with  the  quantity  of  200 
chests  of  opium  unless  they  should  advise  otherwise. 

10.  We  are  advised  from  Fort  St.  George  of  the  safe  arrival  there  of  the 

Caernarvon  on  the  26th  of  January. 

**  * 

11.  We  have  determined  nothing  yet  in  respect  to  the  disposal  of  the 
Lapsing  till  we  hear  from  those  gentlemen  whether  or  not  they  have  any 
material  service  on  which  to  employ  her  for  your  benefit.    She  is  no  longer 
under  the  same  commander,  Capt.  Griffin  having  quitted  her  with  our  per- 
mission in  order  to  proceed  to  Fort  St.  George  where  his  private  business  called 
him,  and  we  thereupon  appointed  Mr.  Alexander  Wilson,  the, Chief  Officer, 
well  recommended  by  Capt.  Griffin,  to  the  command  of  her.    We  at  the  same 
time  called  upon  Capt,  Griffin  for  his  account  of  the  bullion  put  on  board  the 
vessell  which  on  his  delivering  in  the  whole  appeared  expended  in  necessaries 
for  her  use  at  the  places  where  she  touched,  and  wages  to  different  persons 
discharged  here  and  a  ballance  due  to  Capt.  Griffin  of  £43-8-4^.    The  same 
was  accordingly  reimbursed  him. 

12.  Captn.  Maitland  has  also  delivered  in  to  us  his  account  current  on 
his  Batavia  voyage,  the  ballance  whereof  being  in  your  favor — rix  dollars 
l?692-37  or  AR  2,708-5-4,  he  was  accordingly  directed  to  pay  into  the  treasury, 
besides  the  said  sum,  he  advanced  to  Mr.  Francis  Jourdan  at  Batavia  who 
was  late  one  of  the  Council  at  Manilla,  2,600  rix  dollars  to  enable  him  to  pay 
off  the  money  which  Mr.  Jourdan  himself  informed  us  was  taken  up  to  pay 
the  King's  troops  while  there. 

13.  Captain  Roch  of  the  Fort  William  delivered  in  a  letter  to  us  re- 
presenting from  the  copies  of  letters  accompanying  it  which  he  transmitted 
you  from  those  places,  the  necessity  of  his  putting  in  at  the  island  of  La  Cruiz 
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and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  supplying  his  recruits  with  fresh  provisions 
and  other  refreshments,  and  requesting  we  would  reimburse  him  his  expence 
on  those  accounts.  For  the  particulars  we  refer  you  to  his  letter  and  our  Con- 
sultation of  the  7th  instant  on  which  it  is  recorded.  We  at  the  same  time 
paid  him  the  ballance  of  freight  agreed  to  be  discharged  in  India,  the  whole 
amounting  to  £S.  2,944-0-6. 

14.  Some   accounts   of   the    Burdwan   revenues   received   just    after    the 
Vansittart's  dispatch  were  ordered  to  be  transmitted  in  the  packet  to  your 
Secretary.    We  have  since  received  a  letter  from  the  gentlemen  there,  advising 
us  that  the  Rajah  had  applied  to  them  for  permission  to  levy  from  the  raits 
[ro  ots]  a  salamy  of  adda  mha,  or  half  a  month  on  account  of  the  birth  of  a 
son,  as  had  been  usual  on  such  occasions.    This  application  having  been  con- 
sidered, it  was  not  thought  proper  to  comply  therewith,  but  agreed,  however, 
that  the  ballances  of  former  years  which  had  been  collected  in  the  course  of  the 
present,  should  be  given  up  in  part  compensation  for  the  salary  and  that  as 
much  more  should  "be  advanced  him  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  said  province 
as  would  compleat  to  him  on  occasion  the  sum  of  one  laak  of  rupees. 

15.  Taking  at  the  same  time  into  consideration  the  great  deduction  that 
would  this  season  arise  in  the  xents  of  the  province  from   so  many  farms 
purchased  at  outcry  being  relinquished  and  held  caas,  and  the  allowances 
which  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  make  for  losses  by  overflowings  in  the 
comer  lands  ;  as  also  the  disposal  of  the  lands  after  the  expiration  of  the 
outcrv  terms  this  year,  it  was  agreed  on  the  subject  of  the  first  point  that 
the  sum  of  thirty  two  laaks  should  be  stipulated  at  for  the  malguzary  of  the 
present  year  which  is  the  same  as  it  was  settled  by  Mr.  Sumner.    With  regard 
to  the  disposal  of  the  lands,  the  second  point  considered,  the  most  eligible 
method  appeared  that  of  putting  them  up  at  outcry  as  before  in  seperate  lots 
for  the  terms  of  3  years  and  with  the  restriction  that  no  European  should  be 
permitted  to  bid. 

16.  The  necessary  directions  were  accordingly  given  to  the  Chief  and 
Council  observing  to  them  that  the  stipulation  of  the  present  year  was  not 
to  be  esteemed  as  a  precedent  but  a  resolution  in  respect  to  it  only  for  the 

reasons  mentioned. 

17.  These  gentlemen  have  also  transmitted  us  the  plans  we  mentioned  in 
our  last  to  have  required  of  them,  which  answering  the  object  in  view  of 

securing  the  factory  from  any  sudden  irruptions  of  horse 
Consn.  1 1  Feby.      ^-j  wjt]lout  putting  the  Company  to  the  large  expence 
of  a  fort,  we  have  directed  them  to  carry  into  execution. 

18.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  the  usual  account  transmitted  in  the 
packet  of  the  decrease  and  increase  of  your  investment  of  this  season.    We 
have  hitherto  made  the  necessary  advances  to  the  different  subordinates  and 
the  aumngs  for  the  ensuing  seasons  and  we  expect  to  be  able  to  supply  them 
in  such  manner  that  your  list  will  be  fully  compleated ;  in  particular  we  must 
notice  to  you  that  the  part  provided  at  Chittagong  has  this  season  so  much 
exceeded  the  former  provisions  that  the  gentlemen  have  applyed  to  us  for 
an  advance  of  two  laaks  of  rupees,  informing  us  that  they  expect  with  this 
assistance  to  be  able  to  cornpleat  the  wrhole  of  their  list. 

19.  Mr.  Joseph  Pouchon  having  delivered  in  a  letter  to  us  engaging  to 
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make  considerable  improvements  in  the  silk  manufacture  and  accompanying 
it  with  samples  of  that  article  wound  up  under  ills  directions  from  cucons 
collected  near  Calcutta,  which  appeared  to  be  much  superior  in  the  winding 
to  what  is  generally  produced  from  the  same  place,  we  have  agreed  in  order 
to  give  his  proposal  in  a  fair  tryal,  and  to  enable  us  to  judge  how  far  it  may  be 
attended  with  benefit  to  the  Company,  to  permit  him  to  proceed  to  Cossiin- 
buzar  factory,  and  invest  to  the  amount  of  about  20,000  rupees  and  the  gentle- 
men there  have  had  the  necessary  directions  in  consequence. 

20.  With  the  other  papers  of  the  packet  is  an  address  to  you  from  General 
Carnac  which  he  informs  us  contains  his  acknowledgements  for  the  hoifble 
distinctions  you  have  been  pleased  to  shew  him,2  and  explaining  and  apolo- 
gizing for  the  cause  of  his  having  for  some  time  declined  accepting  the  service, 
after  his  re-appointment. 

21.  The   particular   objection   against   complying   with   Capt.   Jenning&'s 

application  for  a  majority  "that  we  never  before  had  Field  Officer  in  the 
Corps  of  Artillery",  being  now  removed  by  the  appointment  of  Sir  Robert 
Barker  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  and  Major  Munro,  having  also  warmly  requested 
his  promotion  in  addition  to  the  former  recommendations  in  his  favor,  we 
have  thought  it  unnecessary  to  wait  for  your  answer  to  our  representation  on 
this  subject  and  have  accordingly  appointed  him  a  Major.  - 

22.  Captains  George  Hay  of  the  cavalry  and  George  Whichcott  of  the 

battalion  have,  since  our  last,  resigned  your  service,  and  take  passage  to  Europe 
on  this  ship,  the  usual  certificates  having  been  granted  them  of  their  good 
behaviours. 

23.  We  have  appointed  Captain  John  Graham,  captain  of  cavalry,  in 
consequence  of  Capt.  Hay's  resignation  ;  and  Captain  Whichcott  having  last 

year  been  permitted  to  exchange  a  commission  in  the  King's  service  for  one 
on  this  establishment,  and  being  now  desirous  of  resigning  the  same  in  favor 
of  Captain  McPherson  of  the  Bombay  Detachment,  who  was  strongly  re- 
commended to  us  by  Major  Munro  for  his  good  behaviour  in  the  late  cam- 
paign, we  appointed  Capt.  McPherson  accordingly,  a  captain  on  this  establish- 
ment on  the  resignation  of  the  former  gentleman  with  his  rank  on  the  Bombay 
establishment. 

24.  Lieut.  John  Seagrave  of  His  Majesty's  79th  Regiment  having  enlisted 
a  company  for  this  establishment  out  of  the  regiment,  and  His  Majesty's 
marine,  we  have  also  granted  him  a  captain's  commission. 

25.  Lieut.  Fredrick  Vincent  of  the  same  regiment,  takes  passage  on  this 
ship  having  been  permitted  by  his  Commanding  Officer  when  at  Batavia,  to 
proceed  home  by  die  way  of  Bengali. 

26.  We  have  appointed  Capt.  Lewis  Du  Gloss  to  whom  we  had  before 
granted  a  brevet  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  an  additional  surveyor  on  this 
establishment  and  Mr.  Robert  Hunter  who  was  late  a  surgeon  at  Fort  Marlbro', 
a  supernumerary  at  this  Presidency.    We  have  appointed  Mr.  Mathew  Allen 
belonging  to  the  96th  Regiment,  a  supernumerary  surgeon  to  the  army. 

27.  We  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you  for  an  appointment  on  the  list 
of  civil  servants,  Mr.  Francis  Gladwin,  a  gentleman  who  has  wrote  for  some 
time  under  the  Secretary  and  well  recommended  by  him  for  his  assiduity. 

28.  Of  the  Frenchmen  ordered  on  board  the  Calcutta  to  be  transported 
Vol.  IV— 2! 
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home  bv  the  wav  of  Bombay,  sonic  were  returned  not  having  arrived  below 

*  «•  <••  *— ' 

In  time  for  the  ship  and  a  list  of  them  is  therefore  enclosed  in  the  packet 
that  you  may  recover  from  her  owners  the  amount  paid  Captain  Thomson 

for  acconiodatlng  them  at  the  stipulated  rate  of  £10  per  man. 

29.  These  with  the  other  few  remaining  would  have  been  sent  home  by 
this  opportunity  had  there  been  any  possibility  of  Captain  Maitland's  accom- 

JL  JL  •  J       J.  il  X 

modating  them  on  board. 

30.  We  have  drawn  on  you  by  this  ship  the  remainder  of  the  twenty 
laaks  of  this  season  as  per  register  annexed.    Besides  which  we  have  granted 
bills  to  Major  Munro  for  a  laak  and  an  half  of  rupees  as  follows  vizi. 

Current  Rs.  1,00,000    ...      for  himself 

25,000    ...     for  his  officers 

and 
25,000    ...     for  the  regiment 

and  certificates  to  Capt.  Maitland  for  CRs.  43,200  ;   to  Mr.  Charles  Deane, 
Chief  Mate  of  the  Bute  for  3,240 ;  and  Mr.  William  Peirson,  Purser,  for  8,640. 

31.  Considering  the  particular  services  rendered  the  Company  by  Major 
Munro  and  his  officers  that  it  has  not  been  in  their  power  to  make  any 
remittances  by  former  conveyances  and  the  difficulties  it  would  subject  them 
to,  to  leave  the  whole  of  their  property  in  India  and  as  it  has  been  assisting  to 
us,  as  well  as  obliging  them,  we  hope  on  duely  weighing  all  circumstances 
that  this  addition  will  neither  be  inconvenient  or  disagreeable  to  you. 

32.  The  certificates  to  Capt.  Maitland  and  his  officers  and  the  amount 
received  in  part  of  the  principal  and  profits  of  their  voyage  are  not  Included 
in  the  bailance  of  the  twenty  laaks,  because  not  applyed  for  'till  after  the 
close  of  the  register.    We  agreed,  however,  to  grant  them  on  account  of  the 
particular  clause  at  the  end  of  your  established  indulgence,  and  as  the  whole 
amount  w^ould  be  so  small  an  addition  to  the  rest  though  at  the  same  time 
a  very  great  inconvenience  to  the  concerned  if  refused;   it  is  necessary  to 
remark  that  besides  the  drafts  granted,  we  received  applications  for  remittances 
by  this  ship  to  a  very  considerable  amount. 

33.  As  Major  Munro  Is  now  proceeding  home  and  we  think  the  Company 
so  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  great  services  while  in  the  command  of  the 
army,  we  cannot  conclude  without  referring  you  to  the  particular  mention 
we  made  of  them  in  our  address  by  the  Devonshire  that  you  may  take  the 
proper  notice  thereof  on  his  arrival    The  recommending  him  to  His  Majesty 
as  requested  in  the  paragraph  is  a  point  we  must  particularly  repeat  and  urge 
as  due  to  his  great  merit. 

Supplement 

L  The  Import  Ware  House  Keeper  has  this  day  delivered  in  the 
account  of  the  last  general  sale  made  the  5th  instant  amounting  to  current 
rupees  5,99,164,  remarking  at  the  foot  that  though  the  tin  remaining  in  the 
ware  house  has  been  exposed  thrice,  no  person  has  offered  even  the  invoice 
price  for  it  and  that  the  small  quantity  of  copper  put  up  to  sale,  Is  the  reason 
why  this  article  now  sold  so  much  better  than  at  the  last  outcry.  The  account 
is  transmitted  you  in  the  packet  as  also  an  account  sale  of  the' damaged  goods 
remaining  in  the  export  ware  house. 
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2.  The  Export  Ware  House  Keeper  has  delivered  In  a  letter  complaining 
of  the  111  management  of  the  gomastahs  at  the  aurungs  both  In  respect  to  the 
provision  of  your  investment  and  the  leaving  large  ballances  remain  uneollected 
at  the  close  of  every  season  and  therefore  recommending:  our  sending  a  covenant 

*  O  O 

servant  to  the  principal  ones  of  Hurriaul  and  Buddau!  which  are  contiguous 
to  each  other  and  If  the  business  Is  found  to  be  better  conducted  under  his 
direction  that  then  the  long  proposed  scheme  of  placing  all  the  aurungs  under 
vour  servants  be  carried  Into  execution  ;  and  we  shaE  take  the  same  accordingly 
Into  consideration  immediately  after  the  dispatch. 

3.  Mr.  Plalsted  has  also  delivered  in  a  letter  requesting  we  would  re- 
commend him  to  vou  for  obtaining  the  same  standing  on  this  establishment 

<f  o  o 

as  he  would  have  had,  had  he  continued  at  Bombay  from  his  appointment 
there  In  the  station  of  a  factor,  and  that  he  might  also  afterwards  rise  In  the 
service  In  the  usual  course,  and  as  he  has  always  manifested  great  attention 
and  assiduity  in  whatever  branch  he  has  been  employed  we  cannot  but 
readily  comply  with  this  his  request  and  hope  he  will  meet  with  your  Indulgence 
therein. 

4.  Capt.  Lieut.  Paul  Neidrkk  of  the  artillery  has  further  addressed  us  re- 
questing our  permission  to  resign  your  service  with  which  we  have  accordingly 
complyed  granting  him  the  usual  certificates. 

5.  We  have  also  received  an  application  from  Captain  Roch  of  the  Fort 
William  for  certificates  for  the  amount  of  the  ballance  of  freight  and  disburse- 
ments paid  him  here  which  we  have  complied  with. 

6.  And  Captain  Maitland  has  delivered  In  the  usual  protest  for  not  receiv- 
ing his  dispatches  this  day  agreeably  to  charter  party,  a  copy  of  which  Is 
transmitted  in  the  packet. 

Fort  William,  We  are  &ca, 

the  llth  March  1765.  (Signed)   John   Spencer  /  Chas.   Staffd. 

[Original  per  Bute]  Playdell  /  John  Burdett  /  George  Gray, 
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End  of  war  with  Shtijaud-Daulah  and  treaty  with  Shah  Alain — Shujaud- 
Daulah's  relations  with  Najibud-Daulah — Bengal  to  pay  5  lacks  per  month 

for  its  defence — settlement  with  Najmud-Daulah  regarding  dive's  jaglr — 
Northern  Circars  to  be  secured  for  the  Company  to  check  French  designs- — 
measures  to  check  mortality  among  troops  during  voyage — appreciation  of 
Major  Munro's  services, 

J_  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants 
of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  I  addressed  myself  to  you  by  the  Vansittart  respecting  my  own  parti- 
cular situation  In  vour  service  in  consequence  of  your  orders  by  the  Lapwifig. 
Duplicate  thereof  "accompanys  this,  so  that  I  have  very  little  to  add,  having 
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referred  my  case  to  your  justice,  except  to  remark  on  the  cncrcascd  dissagrec- 
ableness  of  my  situation  from  my  being  obliged  to  remain  at  the  request  of  the 
gentlemen  of 'Council  as  noticed  in  the  duplicate.  By  this  I  am  now  shut  up 
for  the  rains,  as  the  season  is  too  far  expired  to  think  of  going  to  Bombay  till 
after  the  rains  even  if  Lord  Clive  was  soon  to  arrive,  but  of  whom  we  yet  hear 
nothing.  1  am  however  very  happy  that  your  affairs  are  so  likely  to  be  bene- 
fited by  my  stay  at  so  critical  a  juncture,  and  which  might  otherwise  have  been 
thrown  into  the  utmost  confusion. 

2.  You  have  in  our  General  Letter  from  the  Publick  and  Secret  Depart- 
ments, an  account  of  your  affairs  here,  however,  it  may  be  necessary  by  way 
of  elucidation  for  me  to  say  something  on  some  points,  and  which  gives  you 
the  trouble  of  this  letter. 

3.  You  will  sec  that  the  warr  with  Sttja  O  Dowla  is  nearly  brought  to  an 
happy  period,  by  its  being  I  believe,  out  of  his  power  to  give  you  any  material 
disturbance.    He  is  dispossessed  of  the  principal  part  of  the  country  he  held, 
and  his  forces  will  never,  I  hope,  make  head  again  with  any  effect,  and  when 
General  Carnac  possesses  himself  of  Luck  now,1  which  I  make  no  doubt  a  few 
days  will  effect,  he  will  then  have  no  footing  left.    His  troops  are  mostly  dis- 
persed and  disheartened  and  many  have  abandoned  his  party  and  come  over 
to  the  King,  who  is  going  to,  and  will  now  be  settled  in  Eliabad,  and  be  put  in 
possession  of  Suja  O  Dowla's  country  on  the  terms  of  treaty.    When  we  have  so 
done,  there  end  our  engagements  with  him,  and  there  they  ought  to  end,  for 
I  cannot  but  think  that  more  distant  engagements  would  at  last  prove  ruinous 
to  your  affairs,  and  shall  not  therefore  be  adopted  by  me,  nor  I  hope  by  those 
that  may  hereafter  succeed  to  the  management  of  your  affairs. 

4.  The  King  thus  seated  and  countenanced  by  us,  we  have  reason  to  believe 
will  be  able  to  support  himself  without  any  way  involving  us.    Our  plan  is  to 
leave  him  there  as  soon  as  we  can  and  return  to  the  frontiers  of  these  provinces 
or  rather  in  the  Gazipore  country  assigned  to  you  as  you  will  see  in  our  advices, 
for  you  must  always  canton  troops  so  as  to  cover  these  provinces  at  all  times, 
and  they  should  be  a  large  proportion  of  your  troops,  not  only  as  a  more  health- 
full  situation,  but  as  necessary  to  preserve  your  influence  in  these  provinces 
likewise.    The  King  so  situated  will  be  a  good  barrier  to  this  country,  and  we 
shall  not  need  to  apprehend  from  him. 

5.  You  will  please  to  observe  that  this  warr  with  Suja  O  Dowla  has  never 
been  a  matter  of  choice,  but  of  absolute  necessity,  and  the  same  holds  good 
respecting  the  treaty  with  the  King.    It  would  have  been  prudent  in  us,  and 
it  was  our  desire  not  to  have  entirely  ruined  Suja  O  Dowla,  but  to  have  had  him 
rather  a  barrier  between  us  and  other  powers,  could  we  have  once  brought  him 
to  a  conviction  that  it  was  his  real  interest  to  have  been  on  friendly  terms  with 
us.    You  will  see  in  the  course  of  our  proceedings  that  this  was  our  desire  even 
after  the  battle  of  Buxar,  but  he  continued  obstinate,  and  this  we  were  also 
led  to,  in  order  to  avoid  engagements  with  the  King,  but  when  he  slighted  all 
overtures,  and  any  receeding  on  our  part  seemed  to  produce  the  contrary  effect, 
your  interest  compelled  us  to  set  the  King's  power  against  his,  and  convince 
the  empire  we  were  not  determined  to  destroy  the  Mussulman  power,  which 
was  artfully  insinuated,  and  which  our  not  receiving  the  King  would  have  but 
confirmed,  and  (however  absurd),  established  a  belief  that  our  real  views  were 
to  wrest  the  empire  from  their  hands. 
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6.  Thus  situated,  we  had  no  other  system  to  act  by,  but  that  we  have 
adopted,  and  happy  I  am  that  I  have  had  such  a  share  in  reestablishing  [sic] 
your  affairs  here.    You  will  see  that  we,  since  our  engagements  with  the  King* 
have  even  receded  so  farr  as  to  consent  to  receive  as -a  satisfaction,  that  Mir 
Cossim  and  Suniro  should  be  punished  by  him,  (instead  of  being  delivered  up 
to  us)  as  an  act  of  justice  for  the  blood  they  have  so  unjustly  spilt,  provided  we, 
through  the  King,  could  have  brought  about  a  peace  in  which  the  interest  of 
the  King  could  have  been  also  considered,  but  this  took  no  effect,  and  there 
now  seems  no  other  choice  but  for  the  King  to  hold  the  country  in  his  own 
name  and  support  proper  people  under  him.    In  short  to  leave  him  the  entire 
management  of  those  countries  except  that  part  next  to  Bengal  assigned  to  you 
as  mentioned  in  our  advices.    Even  that,  had  circumstances  made  it  requisite, 
or  that  we  could  thereby  have  procured  peace  satisfactory  to  ail  parties,  we 
should  not  have  been  averse  even  to  have  given  up  in  some  degree  our  preten- 
tions  to,  had  that  been  the  only  obstacle  to  so  desirable  an  end  as  a  solid 
accommodation  would  be,  having  an  eye  in  this  to  the  reluctance  you  so  justly 
express  to  new  expeditions  or  distant  acquisitions.    But  as  matters  are  circum- 
stanced, it  was  but  our  duty  to  secure  you  such  funds  as  we  could,  to  support 
so  heavy  a  warr. 

7.  Suja  O  Dowla  is  retired  from  Lucknow  and  the  province  of  Oud,  and  is 

said  to  be  gone  to  seek  refuge  and  assistance  among  the  Rohillas,  a  power 
situated  near  Delli,  under  Nejib  O  Dowla2  who  is  their  head,  but  it's  a  power 
under  independant  chiefs  who  do  not  draw  together,  and  though  Nejib  O 
Dowla  and  Suja  O  Dowla  have  outwardly  professed  friendship,  yet  it's  a  truth 
that  their  disagreements  about  the  division  of  power  have  been  the  chief 
obstacle  to  the  King's  acquiring  influence  in  the  empire,  and  though  they 
never  came  to  a  rupture  about  it,  yet  it's  a  point  on  which  they  always  greatly 
differed  I  cannot  indeed  pretend  to  say  he  will  not  assist  him  in  distress,  espe- 
cially if  lie  is  possessed  still  of  treasure,  yet  I  believe  they  will  make  no  great 
effort  in  his  behalf,  being  themselves  involved  with  the  Jauts  and  Marattas 
who  support  Gazo  Din  Khan,  the  late  Vizier's  interest,  and  who  are  of  course 
enemies  to  Suja  O  Dowla,  the  mortal  enemy  of  Gazo  Din  Khan.  Cossim  Alii 
has  been  plundered  of  his  effects,  and  is  now  an  object  from  which  we  have 
nothing  to  fear  in  future.  Where  he  is  retired  I  do  not  yet  exactly  know  but 
I  believe  that  his  fate,  and  that  of  Suja  O  Dowla  subsequent  to  it,  will  imprint 
such  an  idea  in  the  minds  of  these  eastern  people  of  us,  as  will  deter  the  chiefs 
of  this  empire  from  disturbing  the  peace  of  these  provinces  in  future,  especially 
while  they  are  convinced  we  are  on  our  guard. 

8.  Thus  are  our  affairs  situated  up  country,  and  you  may  rest  assured  of 

« 

my  vigilance  while  I  remain  in  power  here,  to  seize  every  opportunity  to  benefit 
them  as  far  as  it  can  be  consistently  done.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  make  some 
observations  on  our  transactions  in  consequence  of  the  demise  of  Jaffir  Alii 
Khan,  the  late  Nabob. 

9.  We  have  thought  it  most  prudent  to  support  his  eldest  son  in  the 
government,  as  pointed  out  by  the  late  Nabob.    Certainly  he  is  not  equal  to 
such  a  charge,  but  as  much  so,  or  more,  than  any  of  the  family.    To  have 
sought  for  any  one  out  of  the  -family  might,  as  affairs  are  circumstanced,  have 
been  attended  with  very  evil  consequences  to  your  affairs  and  the  country  in 
general  at  this  juncture  besides  the  appearance  of  injustice  it  would  wear, 
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and  vdiat  we  have  done  Is  consonant  to  your  late  orders  to  support  Jaffir  and 
his  family.  This  therefore  was  OUT  plan  as  to  the  successor  and  our  proceedings 
now  sent  home  shew  the  steps  we  have  taken  to  prevent  too  much  power  falling 
into  any  one  man's  hands  under  him,  especially  in  those  of  Nundocamar,3 
whose  evil  disposition  to  our  affairs  in  general  is  too  notorious  to  you  and  us,, 
but  during  the  time  of  the  late  Xabob  it  was  thought  too  disgustfull  a  measure 
to  enforce  his  removal,  We  shall,  however,  by  the  measures  pursuing,  reduce 
his  power  within  moderate  bounds  if  not  prevail  on  the  Nabob  totally  to 
remove  him,  which  must  depend  on  the  advices  of  our  deputies  at  Muxadabad,, 
"who  are  now  there  carrying  our  agreement  with  the  Nabob  into  execution. 


}.  To  prevent  revolutions  or  changes  in  future,  we  thought  it  safest  for 
your  affairs  to  let  the  defence  of  the  provinces  lay  on  us,  and  us  only,  or  in 
fact  that  there  should  be  no  military  force  but  yours.  This  will  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  any  one  ever  in  future  to  disturb  your  affairs  by  commotions  or 
otherwise  and  also  give  you  a  sufficient  fund  for  such  military  force.  I  would 
have  fixed  this  at  five  lacks  per  month,  by  rendering  the  temporary  assignment 
of  that  sum  a  perpetual  one,  but  this  being  thought  by  some  to  bear  too  hard 
on  the  provinces,  it  is  modified  as  you  will  see  in  the  treaty.  My  sentiments 
are,  that  considering  the  hazard  your  affairs  have  from  time  to  time  ran,  your 
heavy  expences  of  sending  out  and  maintaining  troops  and  the  heavy  diss- 
apointment  you  have  sustained  in  your  investments,  that  such  a  sum  should 
be  assigned  you  for  your  military  expence  as  would  leave  you  the  major  part 
*  meaning  of  JOUT  revenues*  as  a  resourse  for  your  trade  and 

Burdwan  &ca.  other   expences,    or   in   other   words,    that   as   your  forces 

defend  the  provinces,  the  provinces  should  pay  them,  and  this  in  fact 
will  be  the  case  still,  till  your  pleasure  on  this  head  is  known  as  to  the 
force  you  will  add  to  your  present  destined  number  of  Europeans  to 
your  establishment  of  this  season.  And  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  are 
explicite,  for  if  you  point  out  that  the  provinces  so  situated  should  pay  this  full 
sum  of  five  lacks,  only  mention  it  in  your  letters  as  your  intention  and  it  will 
be  done  without  hesitation.  This  step  will  so  effectually  preserve  your  in- 
fluence here  and  on  a  footing  not  to  be  shaken,  that  I  cannot  but  most  earnest- 
ly recommend  it  to  you  to  make  your  establishment  here,  including  four  com- 
panies of  artillery,  four  thousand  Europeans.  This  would  be  a  force  full 
adequate  to  all  purposes  respecting  the  country  government,  lessen  your 
dependance  on  sepoys,  whose  numbers  in  proportion  to  your  Europeans,  have 
at  all  times  rendered  them  so  extremely  dangerous,  as  has  been  so  fatally 
experienced  last  year,  and  which  ought  to  be  lessened  as  soon  as  prudently  may 
be,  and  such  an  European  force  would  put  it  out  of  the  power  of,  and  deter 
any  other  European  nation  from  attempting  to  disturb  you  in  your  present 
noble  acquisitions,  especially  co-operating  with  the  force  you  have  determined 
to  keep  up^also  on  the  coast  of  CoromandeL  This  great  object  was  my  motive 
for  ascertaining  to  you  a  permanent  fund  to  enable  you  to  keep  such  a  force 
as  should  put  your  affairs  out  of  all  hazard,  and  as  it  stands  in  the  treaty,  it 
will,  as  observed  above,  be  whatever  you  please  to  have  it,  and  happy  will  always 
be  the  reflexion  to  me  that  I  have  been  in  any  degree  instrumental  in  putting 
your  affairs  on  so  flourishing  a  footing  as  they  now  are. 

11,    Hie  other  additions  to  the  treaty  and  our  proceedings  thereon  speak 
so  plainly  for  themselves  as  to  need  no  remark  here,  I  have  therefore  only  to 
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observe  that  this  was  so  fair  an  opportunity  to  secure  to  you  the  reversion  of 
Lord  dive's  jaghire  that  I  thought  It  a  duty  not  to  let  It  slip  In  expectation  of 
his  arrival,  when  the  government  being  once  settled  It  might  not  be  so  easily 
effected,  especially  as  Lord  Clive  had  not  the  connection  with,  or  knowledge 
of,  the  present  Nabob  that  he  had  with  Mir  Jaffir.  It  was  therefore  made  a 
part  of  the  instructions  to  our  deputies,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  advise  you 
that  the  Nabob  has  consented  to  cede  to  you  this  considerable  addition  of 
rupees  2,22,000,  to  your  estate  here,  and  which  will  in  due  time  relieve  you  from 
the  disagreable  circumstance  of  being  accountable  to  any  one  for  this  jaghire, 
which  by  changes  might  have  fallen  Into  very  improper  hands. 

12.  You  are  advised  that  Mr.  Law  Is  arrived  on  the  Coast  of  Coromandel 
at  the  head  of  the  French  affairs  in  India.    I  do  not  expect  Mm  here  till  May, 
nor  is  any  one  yet  arrived  here.    In  the  mean  time  I  am  taking  every  measure 
that  appears  necessary  to  prevent  their  acquiring  any  other  Influence  than  Is 
by  treaty  intended  they  should  have,  and  as  a  necessary  precaution,  I  have 
wrote  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  army  and  your  Chief  at  Benares,  to 
be  vigilant  that  no  emissary  of  Mr.  Law's  endeavours  to  procure  privately  any 
Improper  grants  from  the  King,  which  Mr.  Law's  former  connections  with  Mm 
might  prompt  him  to  ask  and  the  King  to  grant.    And  this  new  connection 
of  ours  with  the  King  I  look  on  In  this  respect  as  a  most  fortunate  circumstance. 
Immediately  on  forming  it,  I  wrote  to  your  President  at  Madras  to  know 
whether  any  grants  from  the  King,  or  what,  could  bentfit  your  affairs  that  way, 
either  by  confirming  the  Nabob  more  fully  there,  or  otherwise.    In  answer 
Mr.  Palk  has  requested  of  me  to  endeavour  to  procure  for  you  the  right  by 
sitnnuds  to  the  five  Northern  Circars4  adjacent  to  Masulipatam  which,  would 
put  your  affairs  with  Nizam  Alii,  the  acting  Suba  of  the  Decan  on  a  more 
respectable  footing.    These  I  am  privately  managing  at  the  request  of  Governor 
Palk  through  General  Carnac,  to  prevent  It's  giving  umbrage,  which  measure 
I  take  it  for  granted  I  shall  succeed  In,  without  expence,  and  It  will  be  more 
necessary  to  prevent  the  French  designs  that  way,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
restriction  of  treaty,  may  be  led  to  fortify  themselves  with  every  plausible  grant 
or  protection  they  can,  and  this  previous  precaution  of  ours  will  add  to  the 
security  of  your  already  valuable  possessions  on  that  coast. 

13.  The  only  tMng  I  could  think  of  to  benefit  your  affairs  on  the  Bombay 
establishment  would  have  been  to  enlarge  your  grants  at  Surat,  by  procuring 
sunnuds  for  the  whole,  leaving  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  gentlemen  to  use 
them  or  not,  but  as  such  grants  might  only  serve  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  your 
Maratta  neighbours,  and  would  perhaps  unite  them  and  the  Moors  that  way 
against  your  interest,  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  desist,  and  leave  things  there 
as  they  at  present  are,  and  rf  such  grants  should  be  hereafter  found  necessary, 
it  would  always  be  in  our  power  to  procure  them. 

14.  The  burthen  of  the  war  before  the  assignment  of  the  5  lacks  per 
month,  fell  so  heavy  on  you  that  almost  every  rupee  was  diverted  to  the  purposes 
of  it,  and  this  unavoidably.    You  have  felt  It  in  your  Investments  of  the  past 
season,  however  even  in  them  you  will  find  more  done  than  considering  every 
thing,  could  have  well  been  expected.    This  must  also  account  for  the  large 
drafts  on  you  tHs  year ;  much  more  was  tendered,  and  with  convenlency  to 
your  affairs  here  might  have  been  received,  but  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
conveniency  such."  drafts  might  be  of  to  you  at  home  with  held  our  hands,  and 
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I  hope  those  drafts  that  necessity  alone  has  compelled  us  to  give  will  be 
approved  of. 

15.    The  drafts  on  the  whole  will  be  about  22  lacks  of  rupees  by  the  three 
ships  of  the  season.    Our  invoices  by  them  will  be  better  than    ...    27  lacks 

\\'c  have  remitted  to  China  by  the  Argo 10 

The  drafts  from  Bombay  answered  by  us,  and  the  amount  sent  them 

in  petre  falls  very  little  short  of 9 

The  drafts  from  Madras  on  us  and  our  supplies  of  opium  to  the  West 

Coast  will  be  little  short  of 3 

49  lacks 

so  that  you  will  please  to  observe  that  exclusive  of  the  drain  on  us  for  the 
support  of  the  warr,  we  have  applied  49  lacks  and  upwards  to  your  mercantile 
purposes  of  the  season.  And  well  knowing  the  high  importance  of  it  to  you, 
it  has  been  my  study  to  promote  by  every  means  in  my  power,  your  mercantile 
interests  which  the  fatality  of  the  times  till  lately,  have  made  almost  a  secondary 

0  *^  * 

object  with  your  servants  here.  I  mean  not  in  this  any  reflection  on  their 
conduct,  as  you  have  many  valuable  servants  here,  but  to  shew  the  situation 

*r  * 

your  affairs  have  been  in,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  advise  you  that  you  have 
a  fair  prospect  of  a  large  investment  for  the  ensuing  season,  timely  advances 
having  been  made  for  this  purpose  within  these  two  months,  and  being  thus 
early,  and  to  the  extent  of  what  has  been  required  at  each  arung,  amounting 
to  upwards  of  twenty  lacks  already,  I  have  the  greatest  hopes  therefrom,  and 
shall  particularly  attend  to  keep  the  arungs  and  factories  in  this  respect  as 
fully  supplied  as  our  circumstances  will  admitt  of,  and  if  possible  to  send  a 
further  supply  to  China. 

16.  You  will  observe  no  less  than  25000  bags  of  saltpetre  sent  to  Bombay 
in  the  course  of  this  season,  this  is  intended  not  so  much  to  supply  their  wants 
of  this  season,  as  to  give  them  a  year's  petre  beforehand,  thereby  to  ease  you  of 
the  demurrage  and  inconvenicncics  arising  by  late  dispatches  from  that  Presi- 
dency, which  has  for  several  years  past  been  obliged  to  keep  it's  ships  till  the 
arrival  of  the  petre  from  Bengal  before  they  could  be  loaded,  and  which  was  a 
heavy  burthen  on  your  affairs,  that  way,  and  which  by  this  step  will  be 
removed,  and  by  it  I  hope  you  will  not  have  any  ships  on  hand  in  India  pro- 
vided they  arrive  in  time  to  be  sent  home,  but  as  before  observed,  the  Kent  is  not 
yet  arrived,  nor  have  we  any  advice  this  way  of  the  Admiral  Pocock  since  her 
putting  back  to  Xolo  on  her  way  from  Manilla.    Should  she  return  to  India  in 
time  she  is  destined  one  of  your  homeward  ships  from  Bombay. 

17.  The  gentlemen  at  the  West  Coast,  within  the  course  of  eight  months 
past,  have  had  large  supplies  of  opium  sent  them,  and  sensible  of  the  impor- 
tance of  it  to  your  interest  there,  it  is  fixed  that  they  have  large  annual  supplies 
of  that  material  article  agreable  to  their  indents,  and  both  at  Bombay  and 

here,  the  welfare  of  that  establishment,  as  far  as  has  been  in  my  power,  always 

had  particular  attention  shewn  to  it. 

18.  One  circumstance  more  I  have  to  observe  before  I  close  this  address, 
and  that  from  a  motive  of  humanity  and  at  the  same  time  as  it's  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  your  affairs  respecting  the  troops  sent  out.    The  sad  mortality 
by  the  Lord  Anson  is  noticed,  and  worse  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Prince 
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of  Wales,  which  ship  we  hear  nothing  of  since  her  leaving  Sta.  Cruz.  Late 
dispatches  do  not  answer  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  to  India  in  crowded  ships, 
as  the  length  of  the  passage  is  generally  attended  with  fatal  consequendes. 
It  was  a  case  of  necessity  this  year,  hut  in  such  cases  the  commanders  should 

«"  ^ 

positively  be  enjoined  to  touch  at  such  ports  as  conveniently  may  be  to  refresh 
their  people,  and  some  ampler  provision  made  of  wine  &ca.  for  refreshing  and 
heartening  the  sick  in  the  course  of  the  voyage,  the  want  of  which  and  a  suffi- 
cient stock  of  medicines  to  such  an  encreased  number  of  people,  added  much 
to  the  mortality  on  board.  But  an  early  dispatch,  and  thereby  shortening 
the  passages,  will  be  the  surest  preservative  of  your  troops. 

19.  Major  Munro  now  leaves  us,  whose  eminent  services  speak  so  much 
for  themselves  as  to  leave  little  necessity  to  remark  on  the  publick  conduct  of 
this  valuable  officer.    It  is,  however,  but  doing  justice  to  his  private  character 
to  say  it  is  in  all  respects  amiable,  and  this  happy  disposition  in  him  produced 
the  unanimity  and  spirited  conduct  in  our  troops  at  the  important  battle  of 
Buxar  which  broke  the  force  of  Suja  O  Dowla.    His  conciliating  obliging  temper 
made  everything  between  him  and  the  Board  pass  on  with  such  unanimity  as 
has  been  productive  of  happy  effects,  and  I  shall,  as  the  last  act  of  justice  in 
my  power,  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  in  the  strongest  terms  to  your  notice. 
He  has  mentioned  to  me  the  services  of  Major  Pemble,3  who  came  down  in  the 
command  of  the  Bombay  Detachment ;  he  ranks  here  next  to  Major  Champion, 
and  as  from  the  importance  of  your  affairs  here,  officers  of  his  rank  and  experi- 
ence in  the  country  are  so  highly  necessary,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
your  notice,  to  fix  him  in  the  rank  he  now  holds  on  this  establishment.    His 
services  when  at  Manilla,  and  now  here,  render  him  worthy  of  this  distinction, 
and  Major  Munro  will,  if  necessary,  bear  ample  testimony  of  his  merit,  and  he 
is  of  himself  so  esteemed  here,  that  he  would  be  received  without  objection  by 
your  officers  in  general. 

20.  It  is  not,  I  hope,  necessary  to  urge  here,  that  I  have  been  perfectly 
disinterested  in  my  transactions  relative  to  the  Government  or  otherwise,  and 
that  what  has  appeared  to  me  the  best  calculated  for  the  general  and  lasting 
good  both  of  the  Honourable  Company  and  the  country  has  been,  to  the  best 
of  my  judgement,  adopted  and  steadily  pursued,  and  I  hope  such  a  foundation 
is  now  laid,  as  that  your  influence  and  power  in  this  country  will  not  be  easily 
lessened  in  future,  and  that  these  provinces  will  be  free  from  the  calamities 
that  they  have  sustained,  which  a  little  vigilance  on  our  side,  and  your  firmly 
supporting  from  home  the  plan  now  adopted  as  in  the  treaty,  will  at  all  times 
prevent.    Let  me  also  add  my  hope  that  my  endeavours  for  the  general  good, 
and  your  interests  in  particular  may  meet  your  approbation,  which  will  give 
me  particular  satisfaction  whatever  may  be  the  success  of  my  application  to 
you  in  my  address  accompanying  this,  it  having  been  my  constant  endeavour 
during  a  series  of  24  years  to  manifest  myself  on  all  occasions  a  faithful!  servant 
of  the  Honourable  Company. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect 

Fort  William,  Honourable  Sirs, 

the  14th  of  March  1765.  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

[Per  Bute}  J.  Spencer. 
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Sudden  and  unwarrantable  acquisition  of  riches  by  Company's  servants— 
all-fercasive  spirit  of  disobedience  and  indiscipline — military  also  affected  by 
the  spirit  of  avarice — Clives  praise  for  General  Carnac's  integrity — possessions 
to  be  confined  to  Bengal,  Bihar  and  Orissa — reasons  for  restoring  Shujaud- 
Daulah's  dominions — dive's  views  about  the  powers  of  a  Governor  and  his 
Council — expediency  of  a  Select  Committee — suggests  appointment  of  Madras 
civilians  to  Bengal  establishment — ban  on  use  of  dastaks  by  writers  ineffectual 
— increase  in  Company's  revenues  by  the  acquisition  of  Diwani — attitude  of 
Indian  powers  towards  the  English — regulations  for  trade  in  salty  betel-nut  and 
tobacco  — encroachment  of  the  military  upon  the  civil  jurisdiction — re- 
commends Sir  Robert  Barker — praises  Verelsl  and  Cartier  for  incorruptibility 
— dive's  title  to  the  jagir. 

the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Gentlemen, 

1.  By  the  letter  from  the  Select  Committee,  and  copy  of  their  proceedings, 
which  are  transmitted  to  you  by  this  conveyance,  you  will  be  enabled  to  form  a 
general  idea  of  the  state  of  this  settlement  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Kent, 
together  with  the  measures  we  thought  necessary  to  pursue,  in  order  to  settle 
the  Company's  affairs  in  these  provinces,  upon  an  advantageous  and  permanent 
foundation.    You  will  permit  me  however,  to  lay  before  you  my  own  sentiments 
in  particular,  concerning  those  measures,  and  to  communicate  also  by  this 
earliest  opportunity,  such  others  as  I  wish  should  be  adopted  before  I  quit  the 
Government,  and  which  I  hope  will  be  not  only  approved  of,  but  likewise  so 
fully  confirmed  and  established  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  that  the  abuses 
which  may  otherwise  be  revived  by  the  ambition  and  avarice  of  some  future 
Governours,  or  Councils,  may  be  effectually  prevented. 

2.  Upon  my  arrival1, 1  am  sorry  to  say,  I  found  your  affairs  in  a  condition 
so  nearly  desperate  as  would  have  alarmed  any  set  of  men,  whose  sense  of 
honor  and  duty  to  their  employers  had  not  been  estranged  by  the  too  eager 
pursuit  of  their  own  immediate  advantage.    The  sudden,  and  among  many, 
the  unwarrantable  acquisition  of  riches,  had  introduced  luxury  in  every  shape, 
and  in  it's  most  pernicious  excess.    These  two  enormous  evils  went  hand  in 
hand  together  through  the  whole  Presidency,  infecting  almost  every  member 
of  each  department.    Every  inferiour  seemed  to  have  grasped  at  wealth,  that 
he  might  be  enabled  to  assume  the  spirit  of  profusion  which  was  now  the  only 
distinction  between  him  and  his  superiour.    Thus  all  distinction  ceased,  and 
every  rank  became  hi  a  manner  upon  an  equality.    Nor  was  this  the  end  of 
the  mischief,  for  a  contest  of  such  a  nature  among  your  servants,  necessarily 
destroyed  all  proportion  between  their  wants  and  the  honest  means  of  satis- 
fying them.    In  a  country  where  money  is  plenty,  where  fear  is  the  principle 
of  government,  and  where  your  arms  are  ever  victorious ;  in  such  -a  country,  I 
say,  it  is  no  wonder  that  corruption  should  find  its  way  to  a  spot  so  well  pre- 
pared to  receive  it.    It  is  no  wonder  that  the  lust  of  riches  should  readily 
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embrace  the  proffered  means  of  Its  gratification,  or  that  the  Instruments  of 
your  power  should  avail  themselves  of  their  authority,  and  proceed  even  to 
extortion  in  those  cases  where  simple  corruption  could  not  keep  pace  with  their 
rapacity.  Examples  of  this  sort,  set  by  superiors,  could  not  fail  of  beln^  follow- 
ed in  a  proportionate  degree  by  inferlours.  The  evil  was  contagious,  and  spread 
among  the  civil  and  military,  down  to  the  writer,  the  ensign,  and  the  free 
merchant. 

3.  The  large  sums  of  money  acquired  by  donation,  besides  the  means  1 
have  already  mentioned,  were  so  publickly  known  and  vindicated,  that  every 
one  thought  he  had  a  right  to  enrich  himself,  at  ail  events,  with  as  much 
expedition  as  possible.  The  monopoly  of  salt,  betle,  tobacco,  &c.  was  another 
fund  of  immense  profits  to  the  Company's  servants,  and  likewise  to  such  others 
as  they  permitted  to  enjoy  a  share,  while -not  a  rupee  of  advantage  accrued  to 
the  government  and  very  little  to  the  Company,  from  that  trade.  Before  I  had 
discovered  these  various  sources  of  wealth,  I  was  under  great  astonishment  to 
find  individuals  so  suddenly  enriched,  that  there  was  scarce  a  gentleman  in  the 
settlement  who  had  not  fixed  upon  a  very  short  period  for  his  return  to  England 
with  affluence.  From  hence  arose  that  forward  spirit  of  independancy  which 
In  a  manner  set  all  your  orders  at  defiance,  and  dictated  a  total  contempt  of 
them  as  often  as  obedience  was  found  incompatible  with  private  Interest.  At 
the  time  of  my  arrival,  I  saw-  nothing  that  bore  the  form  or  appearance  of 
Government.  The  authority  and  pre-eminence  of  the  Governor,  were  levelled 
with  those  of  the  Councillors ;  every  Councillor  was  as  much  a  Governor  as  he 
who  bore  the  name,  and  distinction  of  rank,  as  I  have  already  observed,  was 
no  longer  to  be  found  in  the  whole  settlement.  Notwithstanding  a  special 
order  from  the  Court  of  Directors,  founded  on  very  wise  and  very  evident 
reasons,  tKar  all  correspondence  with  the  country  powers  should  Be  carried  on 
solely  In  the  Governor's  name,  I  found,  that  our  whole  correspondence  with  the 
Great  Mogul,  the  subahs,  nabobs  and  rajahs,  had  been  of  late  carried  on  bv 
and  in  the  name  of  the  whole  Board,  and  that  every  sen-ant  and  free  merchant 
corresponded  with  whom  they  pleased. 

4.  Your  orders  for  the  execution  of  the  covenants  were  positive,  and  ex- 
pressly mentioned  to  be  the  resolution  of  a  General  Court  of  Proprietors :  your 
servants  at  Bengal,  however,  absolutely  determined  to  reject  them,  and  had 
not  the  Select  Committee  resolved  that  the  example  should  be  first  set  by  the 
Council,  or  a  suspension  from  your  service  take  place,  It  Is  certain  they  would 
have  remained  unexecuted  to  this  hour.  You  will  not  I  Imagine,  be  much 
surprised  at  this  breach  of  duty,  If  you  look  over  the  General  Letters,  where  you 
cannot  avoid  seeing  how  many  are  annually  committed,  and  how  fast  every- 
thing was  tending  to  a  contempt  of  your  authority.  From  a  short  survey  of 
the  late  transactions,  I  was  convinced,  that  no  other  remedy  was  left,  than  an 
immediate  and  vigorous  exertion  of  the  powers  with  which  the  Committee  were 
Invested.  Happy,  In  my  opinion  was  it  for  the  Company,  that  such  powers 
were  granted ;  for  that  the  settlement,  so  conducted,  could  have  subsisted 
another  twelvemonth,  appears  to  me  an  impossibility.  A  great  part  of  the 
revenues  of  the  country  amounting  to  near  four  millions  sterling  per  annum 
would  have  been  divided  among  your  servants,  and  the  acquisition  of  fortunes 
being  so  sudden,  a  few  months  must  have  brought  writers  into  Council.  Senio- 
rity must  have  been  admitted  as  a  just  claim  to  a  seat  at  the  Board,  without 
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the  qualification  of  age,  or  experience,  because  the  rapidity  of  succession  denied 

the  attainment  of  either. 

5.    Xor  were  these  excesses  confined  to  your  civil  servants  alone  ;  the  mili- 
tary department  also  had  caught  the  infection,  and  riches,  the  bane  of  disci- 
pline, were  daily  promoting  the  ruin  of  your  array.     The  too  little  inequality 
of  rank  rendered  the  advantages  of  captains,  lieutenants,  and  ensigns,  so  nearly 
upon  a  par,  and  so  large,  that  an  independent  fortune  was  no  distant  prospect 
even  to  a  subaltern.    If  a  too  quick  succession  among  those  from  whom  you 
expect  the  study  of  commerce  and  polity,  is  detrimental  to  your  civil  concerns, 
how  effectually  destructive  must  that  evil  prove  to  your  military  operations. 
The  most  experienced  European  officer  when  he  has  entered  into  the  East 
India  service,  although  he  may  be  able  in  many  points  to  suggest  improve- 
ment to  others,  will  nevertheless,  find  that  something  new  remains  for  himself 
to  learn  peculiar  to  this  service,  which  cannot  be  attained  in  a  day.    Judge 
then  how  the  case  must  stand  with  youths,  who  are  either  just  sent  out  from 
the  academy,  or  which  more  frequently  happens,  who  have  had  no  education 
at  all ;  for  to  such  have  we  often  been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  granting 
commissions.    How  much  must  the  expectations  of  your  army  be  raised,  when 
they  are  suffered  without  controul  to  take  possession  for  themselves,  of  the 
whole  booty,  donation  money,  and  plunder,  on  the  capture  of  a  city?    This 
I  can  assure  you  happened  at  Benares,2  and  what  is  more  surprizing,  the 
then  Governor  and  Council,  so  far  from  laying  in  a  claim  to  the  moiety  which 
ought  to  have  been  reserved  for  the  Company,  agreeable  to  those  positive  orders 
from  the  Court  of  Directors  a  few  years  ago,  when  they  were  pleased  to  put 
their  forces  upon  the  same  footing  with  those  of  His  Majesty,  gave  up  the 
whole  to  the  captors.    You  have  heard  of  the  general  mutiny  "that  happened 
among  your  seapoys  a  little  before  my  arrival    What  would  have  been  your 
consternation,  had  you  also  heard  of  an  unanimous  desertion  of  your  European 
soldiery?    These  were  very  serious  events  indeed,  and  had  it' not. been  for 
one  well  timed  vigorous  act  of  Major  Munro,  and  the  unwearied  zeal  and 
military  abilities  of  General  Carnac,  who  totally  suppressed  the  spirit  of  mutiny 
among  the  soldiers,  your  possessions  in  India  might  at  this  time  have  been 
destitute  of  a  man  to  support  them,  and  even  the  privilege  of  commerce 
irrecoverably   crushed.    Common  justice   to   the   principles   and   conduct   of 
General  Carnac,  oblige  me  farther  to  add,  that  I  found  him  the  only  officer 
of  rank  who  had  resisted  the  temptations  to  which  by  his  station  "he  was 
constantly  subject,  of  acquiring  an  immense  fortune  ;  and  I  question  much 
whether  he  is  not  the  only  man  who  has  of  late  years  been  honored  with 
the  command  of  your  forces,  without  acquiring  a  very  large  independency. 
The  letter  from  the  Great  Mogul  to  the  Governor  and  Council  requesting 
their  permission  for  him  to  accept  a  present  of  two  laak,  which  His  Majesty 
is  desirous  of  bestowing  on  him  as  a  reward  for  his  disinterested  services,  will 
corroborate  what  I  have  said  in  his  favour  ;  and  as  this  affair,  agreeable  to 
J*  tenor  of  the  covenants,  is  referred  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  I  make  no 
doubt  they  will  readily  embrace  the  opportunity  of  shewing  their  regard  to  such 
distinguished  merit,  by  consenting  to  his  acceptance  of  His  Majesty's  bounty. 

6  If  the  picture  I  have  drawn,  be  a  faithful  likeness  of  this  Presidency, 
and  I  call  upon  the  most  guilty,  for  guilty  there  are,  to  shew  that  I  have 
aggravated  a  feature,  to  what  a  deplorable  condition  must  your  affairs  have 
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soon  been  reduced?     Every  state  (and  such  now  Is  your  Government  in  India; 

must  be  near  its  period,  when  the  rage  of  luxury  and  corruption  lias  seized 
upon  its  leaders  and  inhabitants.  Can  trade  be  encouraged  for  public  benefit, 
where  the  management  unfortunately  devolves  upon  those  who  make  private 
interest  their  rule  of  action?  And  farther  has  sudden  affluence  ever  failed  from 
the  infancy  of  military  discipline  to  the  present  perfection  of  it,  to  corrupt  the 
principle  and  destroy  the  spirit  of  an  army?  Independency  of  fortune  is 
always  averse  to  those  duties  of  subordination  which  are  inseparable  from  the 
life  of  a  soldier  :  and  in  this  country,  if  the  acquisition  be  sudden,  a  relaxation 
of  discipline  is  more  immediately  the  consequence.  I  would  not  be  thought, 
bv  these  observations,  to  exclude  riches  from  the  military:  honor  alone  is 

V-  i* 

scarcely  a  sufficient  reward  for  the  toilsome  service  of  the  field.    But  the 

tf 

acquisition  of  wealth  ought  to  be  so  gradual  as  to  admit  not  a  prospect  of 
completing  it,  till  succession  by  merit  to  the  rank  of  a  field  officer,  should 
have  laid  a  good  foundation  for  the  claim.  Such  is  the  idea  I  entertained 
of  this  matter,  when  I  delivered  mv  sentiments  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  in 

f 

my  letter  of  the  27th  April  1764,  and  I  have  acted  in  conformity  thereto,  by 
regimenting  the  troops  in  the  manner  I  then  proposed.  I  need  not  repeat 

the  observations  I  troubled  you  with  in  that  letter.    It  is  sufficient  to  remark 

» 

here,  that  the  good  effects  of  the  plan  are  already  visible,  that  subordination 
is  restored,  abuses  corrected,  and  your  expcnces,  of  course,  already  greatly 

diminished. 

7.  The  war,  which  to  my  great  concern  I  found  extended  above  700  miles 
from  the  Presidency,  is  now  happily  concluded,  and  a  peace  established  upon 
terms  which  promise  lasting  tranquillity  to  these  provinces.    This  event  has, 
I  find,  disappointed  the  expectations  of  many  who  thought  of  nothing  but  a 
march  with  the  King  to  Delhi.    My  resolution,  however,  was,  and  my  hopes 
will  always  be,  to  confine  our  assistance,  our  conquests,  and  our  possessions, 
to  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa.    To  go  farther,  is  in  my  opinion,  a  scheme  so 
extravagantly  ambitious  and  absurd,  that  no  Governor  and  Council  in  their 
senses  can  ever  adopt  it,  unless  the  whole  system  of  the  Company's  interest 

be  first  entirely  new  modelled. 

j 

8.  I  forbear  troubling  you  with  a  detail  of  the  negotiations  of  General 
Carnac,  and  me,  with  the  country  powers,  and  the  particulars  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Vizier"  of  the  empire,  as  they  will  be  spoken  of  at  large 
in  the  letter  from  the  Select  Committee,  and  appear  likewise  upon  the  face  of 
our  proceedings.    I  will,  however,  just  remark  that  our  restoring  to  Shuja 
Doula  the  whole  of  his  dominions  proceeds  more  from  the  policy  of  not  ex- 
tending the  Company's  territorial  possessions,  than  the  generous  principle  of 
attaching  him  for  ever  to  our  interest  by  gratitude,  though  this  lias  been  the 
apparent,  and  is  by  many  thought  to  be  the  real  motive.    Had  we  ambitiously 
attempted  to  retain  the  conquered  country,  experience  would  soon  have  proved 
the  absurdity  and  impracticability  of  such  a  plan.    The  establishment  of  your 
army  must  have  been  largely  increased,  a  considerable  number  of  civil  servants 
must  have  been  added  to  your  list,  and  more  chiefships  appointed  ;  the  acts 
of  oppression  and  innumerable  abuses,  which  would  have  been  committed,,  and 
which  could  neither  have  been  prevented,  nor  remedied,  at  so  great  a  distance 
from  the  Presidency,  must  infallibly  have  laid  the  foundation  of  another  war, 
destructive  and  unsuccessful ;  our  old  privileges  and  possessions  would  have 
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been  endangered,  by  every  supply  we  might  have  been  tempted  to  afford  in 
support  of  the  new,  and  the  natives  must  have  finally  triumphed  in  our  in- 
ability to  sustain  the  weight  of  our  own  ambition. 

9.  To  return  to  the  point  from  which  this  digression  had  led  me,  I  must 
carry  you  back  to  the  description  above  given  of  the  situation  in  which  I 
found  your  affairs  on  my  arrival  Two  paths  were  evidently  open  to  me: 
the  one  smooth,  and  strewed  with  abundance  of  rich  advantages  that  might 
easily,  be  pickt  up:  the  other  untrodden,  and  every  step  opposed  with 
obstacles.  I  might  have  taken  charge  of  the  Government  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing, on  which  I  found  it,  that  is,  I  might  have  enjoyed  the  name  of  Governor, 
and  have  suffered  the  honor,  importance,  and  dignity  of  the  post,  to  continue 
in  their  state  of  annihilation;  I  might  have  contented  myself,  as  others  had 
before  me,  with  being  a  cypher,  or  what  is  little  better,  the  first  among  sixteen 
equals,  and  I  might  have  allowed  this  passive  conduct  to  be  attended  with 
the  usual  douceur  of  sharing  largely  with  the  best  of  the  gentlemen  in  all 
donations,  perquisites,  &c.  arising  from  the  absolute  government,  and  dis- 
posal of  all  places  in  the  revenues  of  this  opulent  kingdom ;  by  which  means, 
I  might  soon  have  acquired  an  immense  addition  to  my  fortune,  notwith- 
standing the  obligations  in  the  new  covenants,  for  the  man  who  can  so  easily 
get  over  the  bar  of  conscience,  as  to  receive  presents  after  the  execution  of 
them,  will  not  scruple  to  make  use  of  any  evasions  that  may  protect  him 
from  the  consequence.  The  settlement  in  general  would  thus  have  been  my 
friends,  and  only  the  natives  of  the  country  my  enemies.  If  you  can  conceive 
a  Governor  in  such  a  situation,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  wrong  judgement 
of  the  inferior  servants,  or  of  the  Company's  affairs,  at  such  a  Presidency. 
An  honorable  alternative  however  lay  before"  me.  I  had  the  power  within  my 
own  breast,  to  fulfill  the  duty  of  my  station  by  remaining  incorruptible  in 
the  midst  of  numberless  temptations  artfully  thrown  in  my  way,  by  exposing 
my  Character  to  every  attack  which  malice  or  resentment  are  so  apt  to  invent 
against  any  man  who  attempts  reformation  and  by  encountering  of  course 
the  odium  of  the  settlement.  I  hesitated  not  a  moment  which  choice  to  make ; 
I  took  upon  my  shoulders  a  burthen  which  required  resolution,  perseverance', 
and  constitution  to  support.  Having  chosen  my  part,  I  was  determined  to 
exert  myself  in  the  attempt,  happy  in  the  reflection,  that  the  honor  of  the 
nation,  and  the  very  being  of  the  Company  would  be  maintained  by  the  success, 
and  conscious  that  if  I  failed,  my  integrity  and  good  intentions  at  least  must 
remain  unrrnpeached.  The  other  members  of  the  Committee  joined  with  me 
in  opinion,  that  in  order  to  proceed  upon  business,  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  us  to  assume  the  powers  wherewith  we  were  invested.  We  saw  plainly 
that  most  of  the  gentlemen  in  Council  had  been  too  deeply  concerned  them- 
selves in  the  measures  which  required  amendment  for  us  to  expect  any 
assistance  from  them  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  were  certain  of  finding  opposition 
to  every  plan  of  innovation,  and  an  unanimous  attempt  to  defeat  the  intentions 
of  the  Proprietors  who  sollicited  my  acceptance  of  the  Government  The  Com- 
mittee therefore,  immediately  met,  and  I  had  the  happiness  to  find  mysell 
supported  by  gentlemen  whom  no  temptations  could  seduce,  no  inconveniences, 
or  threats  of  malice  deter.  Our  proceedings  will  convince  you,  that  we  have 
dared  to  act  with  firmness  and  integrity,  and  will  at  the  same  time  demonstrate 
that  temper,  unanimity  and  dispatch  must  ever  mark  the  proceedings  of  men 
unbiassed  by  private  interest. 
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10,  The  gentlemen  In  Council  of  late  years  at  Bengal,  seem  to  have 
been  actuated  in  every  consultation  by  a  very  obstinate  and  mischievous  spirit. 
The  office  of  Governor  has  been  in  a  manner  hunted  down,  stripped  o£  its 
dignity,  and  then  divided  into  16  shares.  Whether  ambition,  obstinacy,  pride, 
or  self  interest  is  usually  the  motive  to  such  a  pursuit,  I  will  not  take  upon 
me  to  determine,  but  am  sure  it  can  never  arise  from  a  just  idea  of  govern- 
ment, or  a  true  sense  of  the  Company's  interest,  in  mv  opinion  it  is  the 

*•  «*  *  JL 

duty  of  the  Council  to  make  the  power  of  the  President  appear  as  extensive 
as  possible  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  that  all  correspondence  with  the  country 
princes,  should  be  carried  on  through  him  alone,  some  particular  cases  except- 
ed,  that  the  Council  should  upon  ail  occasions,  be  unanimous  in  supporting, 
not  in  extenuating  the  dignity  of  his  station,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered among  the  natives,  as  the  sole  manager  and  conductor  of  political 
affairs.  This  should  be  the  outward  appearance  of  administration,  though  in 
reality,  the  Council  must  be  allowed  a  freedom  of  judgement,  and  when  thev 
perceive  in  the  Governor  a  tendency  to  absolute  or  unjustifiable  measures,  it 
then  becomes  their  duty  to  check  him.  If  they  at  any  time  have  reason  to 
distrust  the  rectitude  of  his  principles,  they  should  not  allow  him  to  execute 
designs  even  of  the  smallest  moment,  without  previously  laying  them  before 
the  Board,  and  obtaining  their  approbation.  In  short  the  best  Governor  should 
not,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  be  suffered  to  conclude  any  points  of  im- 
portance without  the  sanction  of  the  Board.  But  the  expedient  of  a  Select 
Committee4  equally  prevents  any  ill  conduct  in  the  Governor,  and  is  besides 
attended  with  advantages  which  can  rarely  be  expected  from  the  whole  body 
of  councillors.  Five  gentlemen  well  versed  in  the  Company's  true  interest,  of 
abilities  to  plan,  and  resolution  to  execute,  gentlemen  whose  fortunes  are 
honorably  approaching  to  affluence,  and  whose  integrity  has  never  suffered 
them  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  moderation,  a  Select  Committee  composed  of 
such  men  will  transact  more  business  in  a  week,  than  the  Council  can  in  a 
month.  The  opinions  and  judgement  of  five  men,  are  as  securely  to  be  relied 
on,  even  in  affairs  of  the  utmost  consequence,  as  sixteen ;  they  are  less  liable 
to  dissention,  and  it  may  be  said  beyond  a  contradiction,  that  their  administra- 
tion is  more  distant  from  democratic  anarchy.  The  Council,  however,  would 
not  be  a  useless  body,  for  whilst  the  attention  of  the  Committee  was  chiefly 
engaged  in  watching  and  repairing  the  main  springs  of  government,  the  Council 
would  as  materially  serve  the  Company  in  attending  to  the  many  other  move- 
ments of  the  great  machine,  which  are  as  essentially  necessary  to  the  public 
advantage  and  security.  And  that  the  Committee  should  not  be  able  to  carry 
their  powers  to  any  dangerous  length,  they  might  be  ordered  annually,  before 
the  dispatch  of  the  Europe  ships,  to  submit  their  proceedings  to  the  review 
of  the  gentlemen  in  Council,  who  might  transmit  their  opinions  thereupon  to 
the  Court  of  Directors.  Your  present  Select  Committee  have  from  time  to  time 
laid  most  of  their  proceedings  before  Council,  and  wTe  intend  to  continue  the 
same  system  of  candour,  except  in  any  political  cases  of  secresy,  when  prudence 
may  require  that  our  resolutions  should  be  confined  to  the  knowledge  of 
a  few. 

11.  Thus  freely  I  have  given  you  my  opinion  upon  the  sort  of  govern- 
ment I  could  wish  to  see  established  in  this  settlement,  nor  shall  I  think  my 
duty  done  till  I  have  pointed  out  every  measure  that  seems  to  me  best  calculated 
to  preserve  your  affairs  from  destruction.  At  Bengal  the  rule  of  succession 


336  LEi'IKR  10  COi'RT 

among  your  sen  ants  is  perniciously  exact:  there  are  frequent  occasions  where 
it  ought  to  be  set  aside,  where  experience,  understanding,  integrity,  modera- 
tion, Vii^ht  to  take  place  of  accidental  seniority.  The  demerits  of  most  "of 
your  superior  servants  have  been  so  great,  as  you  will  learn  from  the  Com- 
mittee proceedings,  that  one  can  hardly  imagine  their  future  behaviour  will 
entitle  them  to  farther  favors  than  you  have  hitherto  bestowed  on  them.  I 
do  nut  pretend  to  similize  what  sentence  you  may  pronounce  upon  the 
"•entlemen  who  came  under  the  censure  of  the  Committee,  but  whether  it  be 

o 

moderate  as  ours,  or  severe  as  it  deserves,  it  will  not  much  concern  them, 
since  all  of  them  are  now  in  very  affluent  circumstances,  and  will  probably 
return  to  Europe  by  this  or  the  next  year's  shipping.  Peruse  then  the  list 
of  your  covenanted  servants  upon  this  establishment.  You  will  find  that  many 
of  those  next  in  succession,  are  not  only  very  young  in  the  service,  and  con- 
sequently unfit  for  such  exalted  stations,  but  are  also  strongly  tainted  with 
the  principles  of  their  superiors.  If  your  opinion  should  correspond  with 
mine,  some  remedy  will  be  judged  necessary  to  be  applied,  and  I  confess  I 
see  but  one.  The  unhappy  change  which  within  these  few  years,  has  arisen 
in  the  manners  and  conduct  of  your  servants  at  Bengal,  is  alone  sufficient  to 
remove  the  objections  I  once  had  to  appointments  from  another  settlement5  ; 
and  the  difficulty  which  now  too  plainly  appears  of  filling  up  vacancies  in 
Council  with  the  requisite  attention  to  the  Company's  honor  and  welfare, 
inclines  me  to  wish  such  appointments  more  frequent.  In  the  present  state 
of  this  Presidency,  no  measure  can  I  think  prove  more  salutary,  than  to  appoint 
five  or  six  gentlemen  from  the  Coast  to  the  Bengal  establishment ;  and  there  to 
post  them  agreeable  to  their  rank  and  standing  in  the  service.  Messrs.  Russell, 
Floyer,  Aldersey  and  Kelsall  are  among  those  who  would  be  well  worthy  your 
attention,  if  this  plan  should  be  adopted.  I  cannot  help  farther  recommending 
to  your  consideration,  whether  if  every  other  method  should  be  found  in- 
effectual, the  transplanting  a  few  of  the  young  Bengal  servants  to  Madrass, 
would  not  be  of  signal  service  both  to  themselves  and  the  Company.  You  will 
likewise  consider  whether  the  settlement  of  Bombay  is  capable  of  furnishing 
us  with  a  few  meritorious  servants.  With  regard  to  Madras  the  conduct  of 
the  gentlemen  upon  that  establishment  is  in  general  so  unexceptionable,  that 
to  present  Bengal  with  such  examples  of  regularity,  discretion,  and  modera- 
tion, would,  I  think,  be  a  means  of  restoring  it  to  good  order  and  government. 
It  is  past  a  doubt,  that  every  attempt  of  reformation  must  fail,  unless  the 
superior  servants  be  exemplary  in  their  principles  and  conduct.  If  we  see 
nothing  but  rapacity  among  councillors,  in  vain  shall  we  look  for  moderation 
among  writers. 

12.  The  sources  of  tyranny  and  oppression  which  have  been  opened  by 
the  European  agents  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Company's  servants, 
and  the  numberless  black  agents,  and  sub-agents  acting  also  under  them,  will 
I  fear  be  a  lasting  reproach  to  the  English  name  in  this  country.  It  is  im- 
possible to  enumerate  the  complaints  that  have  been  laid  before  me  by  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants,  who  had  not  forgot  that  I  was  an  enemy  to  oppression. 
The  necessity  of  securing  the  confidence  of  the  natives,  is  an  idea  I  have  ever 
maintained,  and  was  in  hopes  would  be  invariably  adopted  by  others  ;  but 
ambition,  success,  and  luxury,  have,  I  find,  introduced  a  new  system  of  politicks 
at  the  severe  expence  of  English  honor,  of  the  Company's  faith,  and  even  of 
common  justice  and  humanity.  The  orders  so  frequently  issued,  that  no 
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writers  shall  have  the  privilege  of  dustticks,  I  have  strictly  obeyed  but  i  am 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  all  the  wished-for  consequences  are  not  to  be  expected  ; 
the  officers  of  the  Government  are  so  sensible  of  our  influence  and  authority, 
that  they  dare  not  presume  to  search  or  stop  a  boat  protected  by  the  name 
of  a  Company's  servant,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  frauds  of  that  kind,  so 
easy  to  be  practised,  and  so  difficult  to  be  detected,  are  but  too  frequent. 
I  have  at  last,  however,  the  happiness  to  see  the  completion  of  an  event,  which 
in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  many  others,  must  be  productive  of  advantages 
hitherto  unknown,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  abuses  that  have  hitherto 
had  no  remedy.  I  mean  the  dewannee  which  is  the  superiniendancy  of  all 
the  lands,  and  the  collection  of  all  the  revenues  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal, 
Bahar  and  Orissa.  The  assistance  which  the  Great  Mogul  had  received  from 
our  arms  and  treasury,  made  him  readily  bestow  this  grant  upon  the  Company, 
and  it  is  done  in  the  most  effectual  manner  vou  can  desire.  The  allowance 

« 

for  the  support  of  the  Nabob's  dignity  and  power,6  and  the  tribute  to  His 
Majesty,  must  be  regularly  paid ;  the  remainder  belongs  to  the  Company. 
Revolutions  are  now  no  longer  to  be  apprehended  ;  the  means  of  effecting  them, 
will  in  future  be  wanting  to  ambitious  Mussulmen,  nor  will  your  servants — 
civil  or  military — be  tempted  to  foment  disturbances,  from  whence  can  arise 
no  benefit  to  themselves.  Restitution,  donation  niony  &c.  &c.  will  be  perfectly 
abolished,  as  the  revenues  from  whence  they  used  to  issue  will  be  possessed 
by  ourselves.  The  power  of  supervising  the  provinces  though  lodged  in  us, 
should  not,  however,  in  my  opinion  be  exerted.  Three  times  the  present 
number  of  civil  servants  would  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose:  whereas  if 
we  leave  the  management  to  the  old  officers  of  the  Government,  the  Company 
need  not  be  at  the  expence  of  one  additional  servant,  and  though  we  may 
suffer  in  the  collection  yet  we  shall  always  be  able  to  detect  and  punish  any 
great  offenders,  and  shall  have  some  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  the  corrup- 
tion is  not  among  ourselves.  By  this  means  also,  the  abuses  inevitably 
springing  from  the  exercise  of  territorial  authority,  will  be  effectually  obviated  ; 
there  will  still  be  a  Nabob  with  an  allowance  suitable  to  his  dignity,  and 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  will  still  be  in  the  chiefs  of  the  country  acting  under 
him  and  the  Presidency  in  conjunction,  though  the  revenues  will  belong  to  the 
Company.  Besides,  were  the  Company's  officers  to  be  the  collectors,  foreign 
nations  would  immediately  take  umbrage,  and  complaints  preferred  to  the 
British  Court  might  be  attended  with  very  embarrassing  consequences.  Nor 
can  it  be  supposed,  that  either  the  French,  Dutch  or  Danes  will  acknowledge 
the  English  Company — Nabob  of  Bengal,  and  pay  into  the  hands  of  their 
servants  the  duties  upon  trade,  or  the  quit  rents  of  those  districts  which  they 
have  for  many  years  possessed  by  virtue  of  the  royal  phirmaitnd  or  by  grants 
from  former  Nabobs. 

13.  Your  revenues,  by  means  of  this  new  acquisition,  will,  as  near  as  I 
can  judge,  not  fall  far  short  for  the  ensuing  year  of  250  lacks  of  sicca  rupees, 
including  your  former  possessions  of  Burdwan  &c  ;  hereafter  they  will  at  least 
amount  to  20,  or  30  lacks  more.  Your  civil  and  military  expences,  in  time 
of  peace  can  never  exceed  60  lack  of  rupees.  The  Nabob's  allowances  are 
already  reduced  to  42  lack,  and  the  tribute  to  the  King  is  fixt  at  26.  So  that 
there  will  be  remaining  a  clear  gain  to  the  Company  of  122  lack  of  sicca  rupees, 
or  £1,650,900  sterling,  which  will  defray  all  the  expence  of  the  investment, 
furnish  the  whole  of  the  China  treasure,  answer  the  demands  of  all  your  other 
Vol.  TV— 22 
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settlements  in  India,  and  leave  a  considerable  bailance  in  your  treasury  besides. 
In  time  of  war,  when  the  country  may  be  subject  to  the  incursions  of  bodies 
of  cavalry,  we  shall  notwithstanding  be  able  to  collect  a  sufficient  sum  for 
our  civil  and  military  exigencies,  and  likewise  for  our  investments,  because 
a  very  rich  part  of  the  Bengal  and  Bahar  dominions,  are  situated  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Ganges,  where  we  can  never  be  invaded.  What  I  have  given  YOU  is  a 
real,  not  imaginary  state  of  vour  revenues,  and  vou  may  be  assured  they  will 
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not  fall  short  of  my  computation. 

14.  Permit  me  here  to  have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  one  striking 
circumstance  which  has  occurred  to  me  in  considering   the  subject  of  the 
devanneey  and  the  consequences  of  your  large  increase  of  revenues.    I  have 
already  observed,  that  our  acquisition  will  give  no  umbrage  to  foreign  nations 
with  respect  to  our  territorial  jurisdiction,  so  long  as  the  present  appearance 
of  the  Nabob's  power  is  preserved ;  but  I  am  convinced  they  will  e'er  long 
entertain  jealousies  of  our  commercial  superiority.    Public  complaints  have, 
indeed  been  already  made  from  both  French  and  Dutch  factories,  that  the 
dread  of  the  English  name  added  to  the   encouragement  of  your   servants 
at  the  different  aumngs,  had  deterred  the  weavers  from  complying  with  their 
usual  and  necessary  demands,,  and  I  am  perswaded  that  sooner  or  later  national 
remonstrances  will  be  made  on  that  subject.    Perhaps  one  half  of  the  trade 
being  reserved  to  the  English  Company,  and  the  other,  divided  between  the 
French,  Dutch  and  Danes,  in  such  proportions  as  may  be  settled  between 
their  respective  commissaries,  might  adjust  these  disputes  to  the  mutual  satis- 
faction of  all  parties.    Besides,  as  every  nation  which  trades  to  the  East  Indies 
constantly  brings  out  silver,' for  the  purchase  of  merchandize  in  return,  and 
as  our  revenues  will  for  the  future  enable  us  to  furnish  all  our  investments 
without  any  remittance  from  England,  it  seems  necessary  that  we  should  in 
some  degree  encourage  the  trade  of  others  in  order  that  this  country  may 
be  supplied  by  them  with  bullion  to  replace  the  quantity  we  shall  annually 
send  to  China,  or  to  any  other  part  of  the  world.    It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  be  a  sufficient  judge  of  the  practicability  or  propriety  of  admitting  other 
nations  to  such  a  proportion  of  trade  with  us  in  these  parts,  nor  will  you 
suspect  that  I  entertain  a  thought  of  taking  any  step  without  instructions  from 
you  in  an  aft'air  of  such  national  importance.    *I  do  not  even  presume  to  argue 
upon  the  subject,  I  only  mention  it  as  a  point  which  has  occurred  to  me,  and 
which  I  think  well  merits  your  most  serious  consideration. 

15.  Considering  the  excesses  we  have  of  late  years  manifested  in  our 
conduct,  the  princes  of  Indostan  will  not  readily  imagine  us  capable  of  modera- 
tion, nor  can  we  expect  they  will  ever  be  attached  to  us  by  any  other  motive 
than  fear.    Meet  Jaffier,  Cossim  Ally,  the  present  Nabob,  and  even  Mahomed 
Ally,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  (the  best  Mussulman  I  ever  knew)  have  afforded 
instances  sufficient  of  their  inclination  to  throw  off  the  English  superiority. 
No  opportunity  will  ever  be  neglected  that  seems  to  favor  an  attempt  to 
extirpate  us,  though  the  consequences,  while  we  keep  our  army  complete,  must 
in  the  end  be  more  fatal  to  themselves.    This  impatience  under  the  subjec- 
tion, as  I  may  call  it,  to  Europeans,  is  natural,  b-ut  so  great  is  the  infatuation 
of  the  natives  of  this  country,  that  they  look  no  farther  than  the  present 
moment,  and  will  put  their  all  to  the  hazard  of  a  single  battle.    Even  our 
young  Nabob,  who  is  the  issue  of  a  prostitute,  who  has  little  abilities,  and 
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less  education  to  supply  the  want  of  them ;  mean,  weak,  and  Ignorant  as 
this  man  is,  he  would,  if  left  to  himself,  and  few  of  his  artful  flatterers,  pursue 
the  very  paths  of  his  predecessors.  It  is  impossible  therefore  to  trust  him 
with  power  and  be  safe.  If  you  mean  to  maintain  your  present  possessions 
and  advantages,  the  command  of  the  army  and  receipt  of  the  revenues  must 
be  kept  in  your  own  hands  ;  every  wish  he  may  express  to  obtain  either,  be 
assured,  is  an  indication  of  his  desire  to  reduce  vou  to  vour  original  state 
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of  dependency,  to  which  you  can  never  now  return  without  ceasing  to  exist. 
If  vou  allow  the  Nabob  to  have  forces  he  will  soon  raise  money  ;  if  you  allow 
him  a  full  treasury  without  forces,  he  will  certainly  make  use  of  it  to  invite 
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the  Marattas  or  other  powers  to  invade  the  country,  upon  a  supposition  that 
we  shall  not  suspect  the  part  he  takes,  and  that,  success  will  restore  him  to 
the  full  extent  of  his  sovereignty  ;  for  so  ignorant  is  he  even  of  the  nature 
of  his  own  countrymen,  that  he  would  never  imagine  the  very  men  hie  had 
paid  to  rescue  the  dominions  from  us.  would  only  conquer  to  seize  the  spoil 
for  themselves.  Such  is  hey  whom  we  now  call  Nabob,  and  such  are  the 
faithless  politics  of  Indostan.  \Ve  have  adopted,  however,  a  plan,  which,  if 
strictly  adhered  to,  must  effectually  prevent  his  involving  the  Company  or 
himself  in  any  difficulties.  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  Roy  Dullub,  and  Juggut 
Seat,7  men  of  the  most  approved  credit  and  moderation,  are  appointed  jointly 
to  the  management  of  all  his  affairs,8  nor  is  either  of  them  to  act  singly  in 
any  measure  of  government.  The  roval  treasury  is  under  three  different  locks 
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and  keys,  and  each  of  these  ministers  of  state  has  a  key,  so  that  no  mony 

can  be  issued  for  any  service  whatever,  without  the  joint  knowledge  and  consent 
of  them  all  Our  Resident  at  the  Durbar  is  to  inspect  the  treasury  accounts 
from  time  to  time,  as  he  or  the  Governor  and  Council  may  think  proper: 
but  we  are  never  to  interfere  in  the  appointment  or  complaints  of  any  officer 
under  the  Government,  nor  in  any  particulars  relative  to  the  abovementioned 
departments,  unless  some  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  ministry  should  render 
alterations  requisite.  This  form  of  government  I  thought  proper  to  recom- 
mend, in  order  to  purge  the  court  of  a  set  of  knaves  and  parasites,  by  whom 
the  Nabob  was  surrounded,  and  who  were  always  undermining  our  Influence, 
that  they  might  the  more  firmly  establish  their  own.  So  far  you  will  observe 
we  have  exerted  ourselves  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Nabob's  affairs,  but  it 
is  a  measure  of  the  utmost  consequence,  since  it  lays  the  foundation  of  that 
tranquillity,  moderation,  and  regularity,  which  will  support  the  government 
against  any  future  attempts  (at)  a  revolution,  and  we  are  determined  to 
int[erestr]  ourselves  at  the  city  in  no  other  respect.  I  need  only  add,  that 
Mr.  Sykes,9  for  whom  we  intend  the  Residentship,  Is  a  gentleman  from  whose 
inflexible  integrity,  and  long  experience  in  the  country  politics,  we  have  reason 
to  expect  the  most  exact  performance  of  every  duty  in  such  an  Important 
station. 

16.  The  regulation  of  the  Nabob's  ministry,  the  acquisition  of  the 
devcannee,  and  the  honorable  terms  on  which  we  have  concluded  a  peace  with 
the  Vizier  of  the  empire,  have  placed  the  dignity  and  advantages  of  the  English 
East  India  Company  on  a  basis  more  firm  than  our  most  sanguine  wishes 
could  a  few  months  ago,  have  suggested.  These,  however,  alone  will  not  ensure 
your  stability.  These  are  but  the  outworks,  which  guard  you  from  your 
natural  enemies,  the  natives  of  the  country;  all  is  not  safe;  danger  still  subsists 
from  more  formidable  enemies  within ;  luxury,  corruption,  avarice,  rapacity, 
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these  have  possession  of  your  principal  posts,  and  are  ready  to  betray  your 
citadel.  These  therefore  must  be  extirpated,  or  they  will  infallibly  destroy 
us  :  for  we  cannot  expect  the  same  causes  which  have  ruined  the  greatest 
kingdoms,  should  have  different  effects  on  such  a  state  as  ours.  That  sudden 
growth  of  riches  from  whence  those  evils  principally  arise,  demands  our  most 
serious  attention.  The  affairs  of  Bengal,  however  glorious  and  flourishing  the 
prospect  may  now  be,  cannot  be  successfully  managed  by  men  whose  views 
extend  not  bevond  a  vear  or  two,  and  who  will  set  all  orders  from  the  Court 
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of  Directors  at  defiance,  well  knowing  they  must  have  acquired  an  affluent 
fortune,  or  at  least  a  comfortable  independency,  before  resentment  can  reach 
them.  A  competency  ought  to  be  allowed  to  all  your  servants,  from  the  time 
of  their  arrival  in  India,  and  advantages  should  gradually  increase  to  each, 
in  proportion  to  his  station  ;  but  I  would  have  few  of  them  entertain  hopes 
of  returning  to  their  native  country,  till  they  shall  have  attained  the  rank  of 
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Councillor  :  then  the  prospect  should  open  to  them,  and  they  should  be  certain 
of  being  enabled  to  return  in  a  few  years  with  independent  fortunes.  This 
certainty  would  arise  from  the  freight  ships,  from  the  privileges  of  trade,  (the 
advantages  of  which  you  are  not  unacquainted  with)  and  also  from  the  profits 
upon  salt,  betle  and  tobacco  agreeable  to  the  new  regulation  which  we  have 
made  in  order  to  rectify  the  abuses  that  have  been  so  long  committed  in  those 
branches  of  trade,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  country  government,  without 
view  of  benefit  to  the  Company. 

17.  The  regulation  now  established  for  the  salt  trade,  will  I  hope  be 
entirely  to  your  satisfaction.    I  at  first  Intended  to  propose,  that  the  Com- 
pany and  their  servants  should  be  jointly  and  equally  concerned  in  the  trade 
itself,  but  upon  better  consideration,  I  judged  that  plan  to  be  rather  unbecoming 
the  dignity  of  the  Company,  and  concluded  it  would  be  better  that  they  should 
give  the  trade  entirely  to  their  servants,  and  fix  a  duty  upon  it  for  themselves, 
equivalent  to  half  the  profits.    This  duty  we  have  computed  at  the  rate  of 
35  per  cent  for  the  present,  but  I  imagine  it  will  be  able,  next  year,  to  bear 
an  increase.    The  articles  of  betle  and  tobacco  being  of  less  consequence,  and 
yielding  much  less  advantage,  the  duties  upon  them,  of  course  must  be  less. 
For  farther  particulars  of  these  regulations,10  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
Committee  letter  and  proceedings,  as  I  would  not  here  trouble  you  with  the 
repetition  of  a  matter  which  is  there  so  fully  laid  before  you. 

18.  The  advantages  proposed  for  the  Governor  and  Council,11  would  un- 
doubtedly appear  extremely  large  to  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  riches 
of  Bengal,  and  the  numberless  opportunities  which  the  Company's  servants 
have  of  acquiring  mony.    But  you  who  are  now  perfectly  informed  of  the 
revenues  of  these  kingdoms,  and  the  prodigious  emoluments  within  the  reach 
of  gentlemen  high  in  the  service,  will,  I  am  persuaded  agree  with  me,  that 
if  some  plan  of  the  nature  proposed,  be  not  adopted,  the  Governor  and  Council 
will  not  fail  to  acquire  much  larger  fortunes,  by  other  means,  in  a  much  shorter 
time,  which  must  always  be  productive  of  that  quick  succession,  not  only  so 
detrimental  to  your  commercial  interest,  but  so  totally  incompatible  with  the 
acquisition  of  political  knowledge,  which  ought  now  to  be  considered  as  a 
very  material  qualification  in  all  your  civil  as  well  as  military  servants.    To 
obviate  an  objection  which  may  arise,  that  they  may  possibly"  proceed  in  the 
old  way  o£  procuring  money,  notwithstanding  they  accept  of  these  allowances, 
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1  would  have  an  oatli  tendered  to  them  of  as  strong  and  solemn  a  nature  as 

„  1v 

can  be  penned.  I  have  drawn  out  the  form  of  one  agreeable  to  my  Idea  of  the 
expedient,  and  have  the  honor  to  enclose  It  for  your  consideration.  To  this 
may  be  annexed  a  penalty  bond  of  £1,50,000  to  be  executed  by  the  Governor, 
and  of  £50,000  to  be  executed  by  each  of  the  Council.  Thus  the  conscience 
of  some  will  be  awakened  by  the  legal  consequences  of  perjury,  and  pecuniary 
punishment  will  be  a  sure  guard  over  the  honesty  of  others.  Could  the  hearts 
of  men  be  known  by  their  general  character  in  society,  or  could  their  conduct 
in  a  state  of  temptation,  be  ascertained  from  their  moderate  attention  to  wealth 
whilst  the  sudden  acquisition  of  it  was  impossible,  the  proposal  I  make  would 
be  an  affront  to  religion,  and  to  morality  ;  but  since  that  is  not  the  case  in 
any  part  of  the  world,  and  least  of  all  so  in  the  east,  we  must  for  our  own 
security  impose  such  restraints,  as  shall  make  it  impossible  even  for  hypocrisy 
to  introduce  corruption. 

19.    Ha  vine  thus  fully  submitted  to  you  rav  sentiments  on  the  civil  depart- 

*— *  '*>  i 

ment,  permit  me  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  observations  on  the  military,  which 
deserves  a  no  less  serious  attention.    In  the  former  part  of  this  letter  I  have 
mentioned,  that  luxury  and  an  abhorrence  of  subordination  had  overspread 
your  army,  but  that  the  good  effects  of  appointing  field  officers12  had  already 
become  visible.    The  Committee ('s)  letter  will  enclose  a  general  return  of  their 
number,  and  enlarge  upon  the  necessity  of  keeping  each  regiment  complete 
to  the  establishment.    I  therefore  avoid  saying  any  thing  here  upon  those 
subjects.    That  letter  will  also  specify  the  proportion  of  emoluments  proposed 
for  the  field  officers  from  the  new  acquired  advantages  upon  salt.    The  same 
objection  may  perhaps  be  made  to  this,  which  I  supposed  was  likely  to  occur 
with  respect  to  the  plan  for  the  benefit  of  the  civil  servants.    If  so,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  my  proposal,  and  remarks  upon  that  subject,  which  are  equally 
proper  and  applicable  to  this.    These  points  then  I  conclude  are  sufficiently 
before  you,  and  I  proceed  to  recommend  to  your  consideration  that  the  regi- 
menting of  the  troops  has  introduced  a  much  larger  number  of  officers  of  rank, 
than  has  hitherto  been  admitted  upon  your  establishment  and  that  this  regula- 
tion, beneficial  and  necessary  as  it  is  will,  notwithstanding,  be  productive  of 
one  dangerous  evil,  if  not  constantly  guarded  against  by  the  authority  of  the 
Governor  and  Council,  supported  and  enforced  by  the  higher  powers  at  home. 
The  evil  I  mean  to  apprise  you  of,  is  the  encroachment  of  the  military  upon 
the  civil  jurisdiction,  and  an  attempt  to  be  independant  of  their  authority. 
A  spirit  of  this  kind  has  always  been  visible  ;  our  utmost  vigilance  therefore  is 
requisite  to  suppress  it,  or  at  least  to  take  care  that  it  shall  not  actually  prevail. 
I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  inculcate  a  total  subjection  of  the  army  to 
the  Government  and  I  doubt  not  you  will  ever  maintain  that  principle.    In 
the  field,  in  time  of  actual  service,  I  could  wish  to  see  the  commander  of  your 
forces   implicitly    relied   on   for   his   plan   of   operations.    Orders   from    the 
Presidency  may  frequently  embarrass  him,  and  prejudice  the  service.    At  such 
a  time,  he  is  certainly  the  best  judge  of  what  measures  should  be  pursued, 
and  ought  therefore  to  be  trusted  with  discretionary  powers.    But  he  should 
by  no  means  be  permitted  to  vary  from  the  fixt  general  plan  of  a  campaign, 
nor  from  his  own  idea  of  the  Company's  interest  to  prosecute  operations  of 
importance,  when  they  are  not  also  of  real  utility  and  emergency.    I  dwell 
not,  however,  entirely  upon  the  conduct  of  a  commander  of  the  forces,  as 
such,  hi  the  field.    He  is  to  understand  that  upon  all  occasions  a  gentleman 
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in  Council  Is  his  superior,  unless  he  also  has  a  seat  at  the  Board,  and  then  he 
will  of  course  rank  as  he  stands  in  that  appointment.  The  whole  army  should 
in  like  manner  be  subordinate  to  the  civil  power,  and  It  is  the  indispensable 
duty  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  keep  them  so.  If  at  any  time  they  should 
struggle  for  superiority,  the  Governor  and  Council  must  strenuously  exert  them- 
selves, ever  rnindfull  that  they  are  the  trustees  for  the  Company  in  this  setde- 
ment,  and  the  guardians  of  public  property  under  a  civil  institution. 

20.  It  would  give  me  pain  to  see  a  regulation  so  salutary  as  that  of  the 
appointment  of  field  officers,  attended  with  any  inconveniencies,  and  therefore 
I  would  earnestly  recommend  the  following  very  easy  and  effectual  mode  of 
prevention.    Let  the  equality  in  civil  and  military  rank  be  immediately  settled 
by  the  Court  of  Directors.    Were  disputes  about  precedence  the  only  points 
to  be  adjusted,  they  would  not  be  worth  a  moment's  reflection,  but  we  are  to 
consider  that  opportunities  will  sometimes  happen,  when  military  gentlemen 
may  assume  power  and  authority  from  the  rank  they  hold  among  the  civil 
servants,  and  perhaps  pay  no  attention  to  orders  issued  from  their  supposed 
Inferiors.    Such  contention  may  have  disagreeable  consequences,  and  to  prevent 
them  I  propose,  that  all  the  Colonels  (the  commander  of  the  forces  excepted, 
who  Is  entitled  to  the  rank  of  3d  In  Council)  shall  be  equal  in  rank  to  the 
Councillors,  but  always  the  youngest  of  that  rank ;  the  Lieut.  Colonels  should 
rank  with  Senior  Merchants,  the  Majors  with  Junior  Merchants,  captains  with 
factors,  and  lieutenants  and  ensigns  with  writers.    The  rank  of  all  officers  below 
Colonels,  and  of  civil  servants  below  Councillors  may  be  considered  according 
to  the  dates  of  their  commissions  and  appointments,  respectively.    When  such 
a  regulation  has  taken  place,  I  think  the  appointment  of  field  officers  cannot 
be  charged  with  a  single  inconvenience. 

21.  Before  I  quit  the  subject  of  the  army,  I  must  repeat  what  if  1  mistake 
not,  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Rous  before  I  left  England,  the  propriety  of  appoint- 
ing Sir  Robert  Barker  to  the  command  of  a  regiment  in  case  of  a  vacancy. 
On  the  death  of  Colonel  Knox,  I  hesitated  not  to  appoint  Sir  Robert  to  the 
3rd  Regiment,  but  it  met  with  opposition  not  only  from  some  of  the  gentlemen 
In  Council,  but  afterwards  from  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  who  thought  himself 
aggrieved,  though  at  a  time  when  Barker  was  a  captain,  he  was  only  a  volunteer 
in  your  service,  and  besides,  Sir  Robert  Barker  must  on  all  occasions  as  the 
elder  officer,  have  commanded  in  the  field  in  the  absence  of  General  Carnac 
and  Colonel  Smith,  even  if  this  appointment  had  not  taken  place.    If  I  could 
imagine  that  his  seniority  in,  the  service  did  not  sufficiently  entitle  him  to  this 
preferment,  I  would  urge  his  experience,  which  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
other  gentleman,  and  his  disinterestedness,  which  made  him  accept  what  is 
so  infinitely  inferior  in  point  of  emoluments '  to  the  command  of  the  artillery. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Peach13  has  in  like  manner  been  objected  to,  by  the  majors 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  but  as  it  has  always  been  customary 
to  prefer  officers  of  your  own  appointment  to  those  of  the  same  rank  nominated 
by  the  Governor  and  Council,  I  need  not  point  out  the  propriety  of  your  con- 
firming    this    gentleman's    commission.    The    introducing    Lieut.     Colonel 
Chapman14  also  to  that  rank  has  met  with  the  same  objections.    With  regard 
to  him,  permit  me  to  acquaint  you  that  he  is  a  very  old  major  in  the  King's 
service,  that  he  was  strongly  solicited  at  Madrass  to  continue  there,  and  on 
very  advantageous  terms  when  his  regiment  was  ordered  home,  but  that  I 
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found  him  at  the  Cape  in  his  way  to  Europe,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost 

difficulty  that  Messrs.  Suniner,  and  Sykes  and  myself  could  prevail  upon  him 
to  return  to  India,  next  in  rank  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Peach.  His  merits  on  the 
Coast  have  been  very  great,  and  I  consider  him  as  a  verv  valuable  acquisition 
to  your  service.  I  therefore  most  earnestly  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
confirm  his  appointment  as  Lieut.  Colonel  on  this  establishment.  Neither 
of  these  three  gentlemen  I  have  here  spoken  of  can  be  censured  for  that 
spirit  of  licentiousness  and  independency,  which  I  have  pointed  out  as  the  great 
evils  we  ought  to  guard  against,  and  the  variety  as  well  as  length  of  their 
services,  will  certainly  be  of  considerable  advantage  to  corps  like  ours.  I  must 
at  the  same  time  confess  that  I  cannot  be  responsible  for  that  discipline  and 
reformation  we  mean  shall  take  place,  unless  the  field  officers  are  men  I  can 
depend  upon.  Most  of  the  captains  now  in  your  service,  have  had  so  little 
experience,  and  are  I  fear  so  liable  to  the  general  objection,  that  I  could  wish 
to  have  five  or  six  captains  sent  out  wlio  have  seen  service,  \vho  understand 
discipline,  and  who  are  well  recommended  by  their  colonels.  If  you  should 
think  proper  to  extend  this  plan  to  majors,  it  will  be  so  much  the  better,  but 
there  is  no  occasion  to  go  higher.  Among  the  appointments  you  may  be 
pleased  to  make  in  England,  I  could  wish  to  find  a  majority  upon  this  establish- 
ment for  Major  Penible,  agreeable  to  the  date  of  the  brevet  given  him  upon 
his  arrival  at  this  place.  That  gentleman  has  seen  much  service,  both  on  the 
Coast  of  Chorornandel,  at  Manilla,  and  at  Bengal  but  being  on  the  Bombay 
establishment,  where  die  rise  is  so  verv  slow,  he  has  had  the  mortification 

* 

to  see  himself  constantly  superseded  by  the  Coast  and  Bengal  officers.    You 
may  be  assured  I  w-ould  not  trouble  YOU  with  this  recommendation  if  I  did 

*  - 

not  know  him  to  be  worthy  of  your  notice. 

22.  The  enquiries  I  have  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of  promoting, 
the  regulations  which  I  judged  proper  should  take  place  without  delay,  together 
with  those  I  have  here  had  the  honor  to  propose  for  your  mature  deliberation, 
will  I  doubt  not  meet  with  that  candid  discussion,  which  the  importance  of 
the  subject  requires.    You  will  be  pleased  upon  the  whole,  to  observe,  that 
the  great  object  of  my  labor  has  been  (and  it  must  also  be  yours)  to  stem 
that  torrent  of  luxury,  corruption,  and  licentiousness  which  have  nearly  over- 
whelmed the  interest,  and  I  might  add,  the  existence  of  the  Company  in  these 
parts ;  to  reduce  your  civil  servants  to  a  sense  of  duty  to  their  employers,  and 
moderation  in  the  pursuit  of  their  own  advantages ;  to  introduce  discipline, 
subordination,  ceconomy  into  your  army,  and  to  prevent  in  general  that  sudden 
acquisition  of  riches  which  is  evidently  the  root  of  almost  every  other  evil, 
both  in  the  civil  and  military  department. 

23.  Is  there  a  man  anxious  for  the  speedy  return  of  his  son,  his  brother, 
or  his  friend,  and  sollicitous  to  see  that  return  accompanied  by  affluence  of 
fortune ;  Indifferent  to  the  means  by  which  it  may  have  been  obtained?    Is 
there  one,  who  void  of  all  but  selfish  feelings,  can  withhold  his  approbation 
of  any  plan  that  promises  not  sudden  riches  to  those,  his  dearest  connections, 
who  can  look  with  contempt  upon  measures  of  moderation,  and  who  can  cherish 
all  upstart  greatness,  though  stigmatised  with  the  spoils  of  the  Company?    If 
there  is  such  a  man  to  him  all  arguments  would  be  vain — to  him  I  speak  not. 
My  address  is  to  those  who  can  judge  coolly  of  the  advantages  to  be  desired 
for  their  relations  and  friends,  nor  think  the  body  corporate  wholly  unentitled 
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to  their  attention.  If  these  should  be  of  opinion  that  an  independent  fortune, 
honestly  acquired  In  a  faithful  service  of  12  or  15  years,  is  more  compatible 
with  the  Interests  of  the  Company,  than  the  late  rapidity  of  acquisitions,  and 
at  the  same  time  satisfactory  to  the  expectation  of  reason,  I  will  venture  to 
assert  that  the  regulations  already  made,  together  with  those  proposed,  will, 
when  enforced  bv  the  authoritv  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  ensure  to  the  Corn- 

*  * 

pany,  their  commercial  and  political  advantages,  and  be  productive  of  certain 
independancy  to  every  servant  who  endeavors  to  deserve  it. 

24.  The  general  terms  in  which  I  have  mentioned  the  depravity  of  this 
settlement,  oblige  roe  to  point  out  to  your  attention,  the  instances,  the  very 
few  Instances  of  distinguished  merit  among  the  superior  servants.    To  find  a 
man,  who  in  the  midst  of  luxury  and  licentiousness,  had  retained  the  true 
Idea  of  commercial  ceconomv,  who  Inferior  in  fortune  to  most  of  your  civil 

j  J 

servants  In  the  rank  of  Councillors,  was  yet  superior  to  all  in  moderation  and 
integrity,  whose  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  public  and  for  the  reputation 
of  individuals,  has  made  him  warn  others  from  falling  into  the  temptations 
of  corruption  which  he  saw  were  approaching,  and  wrho  could  actually  resist 
those  temptations  himself  when  a  share  was  allotted  him  of  money  he  thought 
unwarrantably  obtained — to  find  such  'a  man  in  such  a  settlement,  would 
appear  incredible  to  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Verelst.15  I  have 
represented  this  gentleman  to  you,  as  I  would  every  one  in  his  real  character 
and  shall  only  add,  that  if  you  wish  to  see  the  measures  we  are  now  pursuing, 
supported  with  integrity,  abilities  and  resolution,  you  will  endeavor  to  prevail 
on  him  to  continue  In  your  service,  by  appointing  him  to  succeed  Mr.  Sumner 
In  the  Government.  To  omit  mentioning  Mr.  Carder,  would  be  injustice, 
as  he  also  stands  high  in  my  opinion.  His  character  is  clear,  and  his  attach- 
ment to  your  service  what  it  ought  to  be,  unbiassed  by  any  mean  attention 
to  his  own  advantages.  I  wish  sincerely  your  list  of  superior  servants  would 
enable  me  to  detain  you  longer  on  subjects  of  commendation,  but  I  have  finished 
the  picture,  and  I  cannot  add  another  figure  that  deserves  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  groupe. 

25.  Having  filled  so  many  pages  upon  the  subject  of  public  affairs,  you 
will  Indulge  me  with  a  few  lines  upon  a  circumstance  which  concerns  myself. 
Mr.  Johnstone  in  his  last  minute  in  Council,  has  thought  proper  to  throw  out 
some  observations16  upon  the  validity  of  my  title  to  the  jaghire,  insinuating 
that  the  defect  which  he  pretends  to  have  discovered,  was  not  known  at  the 
time  of  my  litigation  with  the  Company.    As  I  would  not  wish  that  a  point 
in  which  my  honor  Is  concerned,  should  pass  unnoticed,  I  must  observe  that 
the  King's  sunnud  which  Mr.  Johnstone  affirms  was  requisite  to  be  obtained 
within  6  months  from  the  granting  of  the  jaghire,  for  the  confirmation  of  it 
is  a  matter  of  form  only  and  not  understood  to  be  essential.    As  a  proof  of 
this,  I  enclose   translations  of  various  jaghire  grants   properly   attested  by 
Mr.  Vansittart,  the  Persian  Translator,  as  also  an  attestation  of  the  same  gentle- 
man, that  the  grant  to  me  was  as  complete  as  other  grants  of  that  nature 
generally  are :  but  to  put  this  matter  out  of  dispute,  the  paper  of  agreement 
which  Mr.  Johnstone  alluded  to,  Is  of  no  more  consequence  than  a  piece  of 
blank  paper,  since  it  was  never  executed  by  me,  or  by  any  agent  or  vaqueel 
on  my  account,  nor  was  any  agent  ever  named,  or  thought  of  by  me.    Enclosed 
I  transmit  you  a  translation  of  the  paper  attested  also  by  Mr.  Vansittart, 
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26.  Permit  me  now  to  remind  YOU  that  I  have  a  large  famiiv,  who  stand 

*  C-'  * 

In  need  of  a  father's  protection,  that  I  sacrifice  my  health,  and  hazard  rny 

fortune  with  my  life,  by  continuing  in  this  climate.  The  first  great  purposes 
of  my  appointment  are  perfectly  answered.  Peace  is  restored,  and  my  engage- 
ment to  procure  for  the  Company  the  reversion  of  my  jaghire  is  completed 
in  the  fullest  manner,  since  it  is  not  only  confirmed  by  the  present  Nabob, 
but  by  the  Great  Mogul.  I  now  only  wait  to  be  informed,  \\hether  mv  conduct 
thus  far  be  approved  of,  and  whether  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  regulations 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  lav  before  you,  are  conformable  to  vour  ideas  of  the 

•*'  »  * 

reformation  necessary  to  be  established.  If  they  meet  with  your  approbation, 
I  doubt  not  you  will  immediately  empower  me  in  conjunction  with  the  Select 
Committee,  to  finish  the  business  so  successfully  beeun,  which  mav  easilv  be 

•  o  .  • 

effected  before  the  end  of  the  ensuing  year,  when  I  am  determined  to  return 

to  Europe,  and  hope  to  acquaint  you  in  person  with  the  accomplishment  of 
every  wish  you  can  form  for  the  prosperity  of  your  affairs  in  Bengal 

27.  I  shall  conclude  this  tedious  letter  bv  observing;  that  mv  anxietv  to 

f  O  .  „ 

know  whether  you  approve  of  my  conduct  or  not,  can  proceed  from  no  other 
motive  than  my  concern  for  the  public,  since  I  continue  invariable  in  the  resolu- 
tion I  formed,  and  expressed  in  a  General  Court,  long  before  the  covenants  were 
proposed,  of  acquiring  no  addition  to  my  fortune,  by  my  acceptance  of  the 
Government:  and  I  beg  leave  also  to  assure  you,  that  in  order  to  obviate  all 
suspicion  of  a  collusion  in  this  delicate  point,  I  have  not  permitted  either  of 
the  gentlemen  of  my  family  to  hold  an  employment  in  your  service,  nor  to 
receive  presents,  although  they  are  not  bound  by  covenants  to  the  contrary. 
The  small  congratulatory  nazitrs,  elephants,  horses,  &c.  i\hich  I  have  been 
under  a  necessity  of  receiving,  do  not,  I  imagine  amount  to  any  considerable 
sum,  but  whatever  it  may  be,  not  a  farthing  shall  go  into  my  own  pocket.  1 
have  hitherto  been  too  much  engaged  in  matters  of  public  importance  to 
attend  to  a  particular  valuation  ;  but  I  have  caused  an  exact  account  to  be  kept 
of  every,  even  the  most  trifling  present,  which  at  my  return  shall  be  submitted 
to  your  inspection,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  amount  of  the  whole  shall  go 
towards  defraying  my  extraordinary  expences  as  Governor.  The  only  favor 
I  have  to  solicit  for  myself,  is,  that  although  Your  treasury  here  will  for  the 

*  O  ^  *• 

future  be  so  full  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  individuals  to  obtain  bills  upon  the 
Company  payable  at  home,  you  will  be  pleased  to  indulge  me  with  the  usual 
channel  of  remittance  of  my  jaghier,  untill  it  reverts  to  the  Company. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  respect. 

Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Clive. 


To 

The  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors. 

28.  I  cannot  help  requesdng  your  attention  to  Mr,  William  Wynne,  a 
young  gentleman  whom  I  brought  out  to  India  with  me,  and  whom  I  was  in 
hopes  of  seeing  appointed  a  writer  on  the  list  of  that  year.  I  have  caused  him 
to  transcribe  this  letter,  that  you  may  see  he  is  qualified  in  point  of  penman- 
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?Mp,  and  as  he  lias  lived  constantly  with  me,  and  acted  as  assistant  to  my  secre- 
tary. I  can  take  upon  me  to  be  responsible  for  his  conduct  and  abilities  in 
every  respect,  it  Is  therefore  my  particular  request,  that  you  confer  on  him 
the  station  of  a  writer,  to  take  rant  from  the  time  of  his  leaving  England. 

29.  I  be^  leave  also  to  recommend  to  your  protection,  Mr.  Maddison,  a 
^entleman  of"  a  liberal  education,  and  who  promises  to  be  a  very  valuable 
servant  to  the  Company  from  an  uncommon  facility  in  acquiring  the  Persian 
language.  As  he  Is  27  years  of  age,  you  will  not  think  me  unreasonable  in 
sollicking  for  him  the  appointment  of  a  factor. 

Clive. 

30th  September  1765. 
[Per  Admiral  Steepens] 
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LETTER  DATED  30  SEPTEMBER  1765 

Shipping  nen's — restitution  of  French  settlements  in  India — appointment  of 
military  officers  by  Lord  Clive — acceptance  of  presents  from  country  govern- 
ment prohibited — enquiry  into  the  question  of  money  received  by  the  members 
of  the  deputation  for  the  execution  of  treaty  with  Najmud-Daulah — Lord  dive's 
complaint  against  Mr.  Burdett  and  the  latter* s  resignation — Mr.  Sykes  appoint- 
ed Resident  at  Murshidabad  in  place  of  Mr.  Middleton — enlargement  of  the 
Council  undesirable — regulation  for  conducting  inland  trade  in  salt,  betel-nut 
and  tobacco — question  of  regular  payment  to  Commodore  Tinker  and  his 
squadron  of  the  donation  money  from  Mir  Jafar — acceptance  by  General 
Carnac  of  a  present  from  Shah  Alam  recommended. 

1  O   the  Hon'ble  the   Court   of  Directors   for    affairs   of  the  Hon'ble   the 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  This  ship  the  Admiral  Steevens  having  been  purchased  to  proceed  to 

you  as  a  packet  In  consequence  of  a  recommendation  from 

Cons.  24th  Tune.      +-L     0^1     -.  r«  •**  i_  i_  £ 

Consn  3  July         tile  Delect  Committee,  we  embrace  the  opportunity  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  by  her  some  general  necessary  informations 

since  our  last  address  of  the  llth  of  March  by  the  Bute. 

w  a 

2.  You  were  then  advised  of  the  arrival  of  the  Lord  Anson  but  that  we 
had  not  as  yet  had  any  accounts  either  of  the  remaining  transport  the  Prince 
of  Wales  or  of  the  Kent.    The  former  imported  with  us,  however,  as  last  on 
the  17th  of  April  having  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  her  recruits  put  in  at 
St.  Salvadore  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.    This  indeed 
retarded  her  but  the  good  consequences  thereof  were  happily  experienced  by 
the  people  almost  all  of  them  having  been  landed  here  [in]  perfect  health. 
The  Kent  stopped  also  at  Rio  De  Janeiro  and  the  latter  place  and  have  at 
Lord  Olive's  particular  desire  put  in  afterwards  at  Fort  St.  George  for  a  few 
days  and  landed  at  the  request  of  the  President  and  Council,  the  recruits  on 
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board,  about  fifty  In  number  arrived  with  us  on  the  3rd  of  Mav  when  his 

w  * 

Lordship  being  accompany ed  to  town  by  a  proper  deputation,  took  charge  of 
Consn.  3  &  6          t^le  Government  from  Air.  Spencer.    A  letter  of  ihanks  was 
May.  at  the  same  time  addressed  to  this  gentleman  for  the  regard 

he  had  shewn  to  the  Company's  affairs  in  continuing  In  the  mean  time  to 
hold  the  charge,  and  on  the  return  now  of  the  proper  season,  he  will  proceed 
immediatelv  to  his  station  at  Bombay.  Messrs.  Sumner  and  Svkes  having; 

•*  4-  •>  *•>— * 

also  arrived,  took  their  seats  at  the  Board  according  to  their  appointment. 

3.  We  have  only  vet  this  season  had  the  honor  of  vour  commands  of 

^       *  ^ 

the  2 1st  of  November  last  by  the  Tilbury  which  ship  Imported  at  Fort  St. 

George  the  25th  of  July.    The  Horsendon  and  Ro\al  Cap- 
16  July.  ta'ul  arrjvec[  there  also  the  23rd  and  24th  of  June  and  we 

since  learn,  proceeded  on  their  destinations  for  China  the  19th  of  July,  the 
Tilbury  being  to  follow  them  about  the  beginning  of  this  month.  We  have 
not  received  any  intelligence  of  your  other  expected  ships  on  this  side  but  we 
are  apprized  from  Fort  Marlbro'  that  the  Thames  and  Grosvenor  Imported 
with  them  on  the  20th  June  and  4th  July. 

4.  We  have  further  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  with  the  safe  arrival  of 
the  Earl  of  Middlesex  at  Fort  St.  George  on  the  27th  of  May  from  Fort  Marlbro' 
and  Batavia  having  been  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  die  last  port  after 

an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  gain  her  passage  against  the  northerly  monsoon, 
and  as  this  ship  was  now  on  high  deniorage,  the  gentlemen  thought  It  would 
be  for  the  interest  of  the  Company  to  return  her  to  Europe  and  resolved  to 
keep  her  accordingly  for  their  first  dispatch.  We  have  been  informed  from 
Fort  Marlbro'  of  her  having  landed  with  them  from  the  French  Islands  the 
remainder  of  prisoners  of  war  who  were  left  there  and  chose  to  return. 

5.  The  Caernarvon  sailed  from  Fort  St.  George  on  the  28th  of  March  and 
the  Asia  having  been  dispatched  from  Bombay  on  the  13th  of  April  to  call  on 

the  Coast  for  timbers  and  plank  there  provided  for  us, 
^  Consn.  16  Apr.  arrived  here  the  3rd  of  June.  We  were  at  the  same  time 
jr  ^une"  advised  that  the  Calcutta  and  London  were  under  dispatch 

for  Europe  from  that  Presidency,  and  of  the  departure  of  the  York  and  Talbot 
from  Tellichery  for  Canton  on  the  30th  of  April  From  Fort  St.  George  we 
learn  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Ear!  of  Elgin  bound 
likewise  to  that  place,  were  at  Batavia  by  the  last  advices  they  received  from 
thence  dated  the  27th  of  April,  the  Argo  frigate  with  the  consignment  of 
treasure  to  the  supra  cargoes  having  sailed  by  the  Pitts  Passage  on  the  29th 
of  January  ;  and  from  those  gentlemen  we  are  informed  under  date  the  4th 
of  '"March"  of  the  arrival  with  them  of  the  Princess  ^  Augusta  on  the  12th  of 
January  and  that  she  was  then  under  dispatch  to  you  together  with  the  Earl 
of  Lincoln. 

6.    Having  taken  immediately  under  consideration  your  advices,  with  those 
we  had  before  received  from  the  gentlemen  at  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay 

and  from  Canton  with  respect  to  the  ships  which  would  be 
Consn.   18  July.     on  jiancj_  t^g  season  ano\  attending  to  the  state  of  our  invest- 
ment and  other  necessary  circumstances,  we  thereupon  formed  a  disposition 
of  them  which  is  entered  'for  the  sake  of  reference  after  our  proceedings ;  and 
you  will  please  to  observe,  that  besides  this  packet  carrying  a  cargo  chiefly  of 
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fine  goods  and  the  Earl  of  Middlesex  under  dispatch  from  Fort  St.  George, 
we  expect  to  provide  for  five  from  this  side  vizt.  to  the  Pacifick,  Grenville,  Pons- 
bourne,  Fahnoitth  and  Speke,  of  these  the  former  will  proceed  to  that  Presi- 
dency in  the  month  of  December  with  a  supply  of  saltpetre  which  they  have 
requested  may  not  be  less  than  200  or  250  tons,  as  the  Earl  of  Middlesex  would 
take  off  most  of  what  they  had  on  hand,  to  be  from  thence  returned  home  in 
February.  The  three  following  vessels  certainly  return  direct  from  hence  fully 
laden,  and  we  hope  our  investment  will  enable  us  to  send  you  the  remain- 
ing one  also  ;  but  if  this  should  not  be  the  case,  we  purposed  employing  her 
to  carry  the  annual  supplies  from  here  and  Fort  St.  George  for  Fort  Marlbro' 
and  then  proceed  on  to  China  to  be  returned  to  you  in  the  season  of  1766/7. 

7.  The  great  assistance  which  the  gentlemen  at  Bombay  received  from 
us  last  season  in  the  article  of  saltpetre  and  what  we  mean  to  supply  them 
with  this  at  least  25,000  maunds,  will  we  expect,  enable  them  to  return  home 
the  four  ships  consigned  to  their  side,  as  well  as  the  Kent  of  last  year  which 
we  shall  immediately  send  round  to  them,  her  late  arrival  having  prevented 
her  proceeding  last  season :  we  also  intend  returning  thither  the  Asia,  leaving 
to  that  Presidency  her  further  disposal  either  by  dispatch  to  Europe,  or  pro- 
viding  her  with  a  stock  and  sending  her  to  be  returned  from  China  in  the 
following  season. 

8.  This  plan  we  must  observe  is  made  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Pal- 
mouth  comes  out  on  the  same  terms  and  footing  as  the  rest  of  the  ships,  in  which 
case  we  conclude  it  may  stand  good  ;  but  if  on  the  contrary  she  is  an  old  vessel! 
for  sale  in  India,  we  can  forward  home  the  whole  of  our  investment,  by  en- 
creasing  the  bale  cargoes  of  the  other  three  from  the  usual  proportion  of  one 
thousand  or  twelve  hundred  bales  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred:   and,  least 
any  accident  should  happen  to  either  of  those,  we  shall  defer  the  dispatch  of 
the  Asia  till  the  beginning  of  November  when  we  hope  to  be  upon  a  certainty 
and  shall  determine  accordingly. 

9.  The  consignments  to  the  supra  cargoes  at  Canton  for  the  service  of 
this  season  are  so  very  considerable  including  the  remittance  of  ten  lacks  of 
rupees  made  10  them  by  the  Argo}  and  what  the  gentlemen  at  Fort  St.  George 
advise  us  they  have  sent  them  by  the  Tilbury,  Horsendon  and  Royal  Captain 
being  pagodoes  3,57,237,668  that  they  will  be  able  to  return  home  all  their  ships 
and  the  three  of  last  year  beforementioned,  to  be  at  Batavia  as  well  as  the  York 
and  Talbot  from  the  Malabar  Coast  with  cargoes  to  the  full  stipulated  amount 
in  your  present  commands  of  £30,000  for  each  and  upon  a  computation  from 
their  advices,  have  afterwards  remaining  in  their  hands  a  large  ballance  near 
120,000  £  Sterling  in  order  to  begin  their  investment  for  the  following  year. 

10.  Having  thus  considered  the  subject,  we  gave  immediately  the  neces- 
sary advice  to  the  gentlemen  at  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay. 

11.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Kent,  the  former  Presidency  borrowed  from  Mr. 
Sumner  to  assist  in  making  up  their  consignments  to  the  supra  cargoes  the 

quantity  of  38,000  of  Spanish  silver  to  be  paid  him  here 
lj        at  the  valuation  in  our  mint  making  Arcots  99,437.2.9.    We 
afterwards  upon  their  representation  that  the  gentlemen  at 
Bombay  depended  upon  them  to  complcat  the  stock  for  the  Talbot  and  York 


"  ' 
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was  deficient  near  five  lacks  of  rupees,  offered  to  assist  them  therein  bv  drafts 

as  far  as  four  lacks  ;  and  If  the  Asia  should  as  we  at  present 
Intend,  proceed  to  Bombay,  we  shall.  In  case  of  her  after  un- 
avoidable destination  to  Canton,  make  further  provision  for  this  branch  of 
your  commerce  by  a  remittance  of  two  or  three  lacks  of  rupees.  We  must  here 
add  that  we  pay  due  attention  to  your  fresh  instructions  and  commands  res- 
pecting it ;  and  shall  on  all  occasions  afford  it  every  assistance  In  our  power. 

12.  Reckoning  upon  the  Asia's  proceeding  to  Bombay  accordingly,  she  Is 
now  receiving  400  tons  or  12,000  niaunds  of  the  proposed  supply  of  saltpetre 
and  we  have  also  shipped  on  the  Kent  100  tons  or  3,000  xnaunds.    We  have 
likewise  supplyed  that  Presidency  with  money  since  our  last  advices,  to  the 
amount  of  above  five  lacks  of  rupees,  and  shall  continue  honoring  such  further 
drafts  as  they  may  make  on  us  either  by  Immediate  payment  or  Interest  bonds, 

*  *  •  JL  . 

which  they  advise  they  shall  leave  to  option  In  the  terms  on  which  they  grant 
them. 

13.  The  Bute  did  not  receive  the  dispatch  from  Ingellee  till  the  25th  of 
March  owing  to  very  tempestuous  weather  and  other  difficulties  and  impedi- 
ments In  receiving  on  board  the  latter  part  of  her  cargo  ;  after  all  280  bales 
and  chests  were  returned  to  town,  beside  79  bales,  which  we  are  sorry  to  mention 
were  lost  in  one  of  the  sloops  as  she  was  waiting  to  deliver  them,  making  toge- 
ther tons  64.10.    These  Captain  Maitland  afterwards  represented  to  us  he  was 
unable  to  take  In  on  account  of  the  detachment  of  troops  we  had  put  on  board 
the  ship  and  the  large  quantity  of  baggage  they  had  carried  with  them,  for 
which  we  had  refused  to  make  him  any  allowance  of  tonnage.    But  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  for  a  full  relation  of  all  the  circumstances  to  his  letters  and 
the  Master  Attendant's  and  Export  Warehouse  Keeper's  reports  entered  on  our 
Consultations  of  the  25th  March  and  1st  and  4th  of  April,  upon  the  last  of  which 
you  will  also  particularly  observe  a  protest  and  counter  protest  on  the  occasion 
from  the  Master  Attendant  and  Captain  Maitland.  together  with  our  remarks 
and  sentiments  ;  and  we  shall  here  only  add  further  that  the  returned  bales 
and  chests  are  now  sent  you  bv  the  Admiral  Steevens.  marked  as  we  directed 

^  i' 

with  the  letter  B  to  denote  In  distinction  from  the  rest  of  her  cargo,  their 
having  been  intended  for  the  Bute  as  also,  the  Warehouse  Keeper's  account  of 
them  and  the  lost  bales  referred  to  in  his  reports. 

14.  We  mentioned  to  you  In  our  last  address  from  the  Secret  Department 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Law,  the  French  Commissary  on  the  Coast ;  and  we  are  now 
to  Inform  you  that  having  received  the  restitutions  to  be  there  made  to  that 
nation,  he  proceeded  to  Bengal  and  on  the  15th  of  June  was  put  In  possession 
of  Chandernagore  by  Mr.  George  Vansittart  whom  we  appointed  upon  this 
occasion,  Commissary  for  His  Britanick  Majesty  :  having  afterwards  advised  us 
of  the  nomination  of  his  deputies  for  receiving  the  subordinate  settlements  at 
Sydabad,  Dacca,  Jugdea  and  Balasore,  the  necessary  appointments  were  also 
made  on  our  part  and  the  two  first  places  have  been  accordingly  restored.    We 
have  yet  heard  nothing  concerning  Jugdea ;  and  with  respect  to  the  Balasore 
factory  some  objections  have  occurred  upon  Its  not  being  in  the  condition 
required  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  which  have  prevented  Its  being  yet  made 
over  ;  Mr.  Law  has,  however,  now  given  his  orders  for  its  being  received  in  its 
present  state,  leaving  those  circumstances  to  he  adjusted  between  us  upon 
further  accounts  from  our  respective  commissaries.    He  has  further  set  forth 
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the  title  of  the  French  Company  to  two  spots  of  ground  at  Singhia  and  Chuprah 
near  Patna,  which  we  have  advised  him  should  in  like  manner  be  restored  upon 
his  appointment  of  a  person  to  receive  them.  We  transmit  in  the  packet  for 
your  inspection  copies  of  the  Act  of  Restitution  of  Chandernagore,1  those  for  the 
other  places  being  the  same  with  only  the  necessary  alteration  of  terms. 

15.  Upon  the  occasion  we  received  a  representation  from  Mr.  Law,  touch- 
ing the  inconveniences  and  difficulties  the  French  Company  would  be  exposed 

to  from  our  direct  adherence  to  the  terms  of  a  treaty  which 
21  June.  restricts  them  from  erecting  fortifications  or  entertaining 

any  troops  in  these  provinces  accompanyed  by'  the  copy  of  an  answer  on  the 
subject,  the  original  whereof  he  had  before  communicated  to  Lord  Clive,  which 
the  Minister  for  the  India  Affairs  had  on  his  departure  from  France  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  therefore  expressed  his  hope  that  we  would 
be  induced  to  allow  them  a  small  number  of  armed  Europeans  and  seapoys 
with  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  proper  lodgement  to  which  they  might 
retire  in  case  of  any  surprize  from  the  country  people,  assuring  us  particularly 
that  he  meant  not  to  elude  in  the  least  by  this  application  the  effect  of  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty. 

16.  Having  properly  considered  the  same,  we  agreed  with  a  reserve  to 
ourselves  of  the"right  of  withdrawing  the  terms  whenever  we  might  have  reason 

to  apprehend  an  improper  use  of  them,  to  permit  one  officer 
Consn.  21  June.  twenty  European  infantry  with  one  hundred  seapoys  to  be 
entertained  at  Chandernagore,  and  fifty  of  the  latter  at  each  of  the  subordi- 
nates ;  also  to  allow  them  a  wall  at  Chandernagore,  such  as  they  formerly  had 
at  Cossimbuzar  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon  not  of  a  heavier  weight  than  6 
pounders,  for  the  purpose  of  salutes  on  the  usual  occasions  which  w«ould  at 
the  same  time  fully  answer  the  end  of  imposing  a  proper  respect  on  the  country 
people.  We  further  agreed  to  allow  them  five  artillery  men  for  working  these 
guns  and  having  communicated  our  determination  to  Mr.  Law,  we  received 
his  thanks  in  die  name  of  the  nation  for  the  same  and  a  further  assurance 
that  no  improper  use  would  ever  be  made  of  any  indulgence  we  might  grant 
them. 

17.  Having  also  received  an  application  from  him  solliciting  a  supply  of 
eight  or  nine  thousand  rnaunds  of  saltpetre  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Dutch 

to  assist  in  compleating  their  cargoes  from  hence,  and  their 
Consn.  15  July.  other  settlements,  and  finding  by  our  advices  from  Patna, 

that  our  investment  this  season  would  enable  us  without 
any  inconvenience  to  comply  therewith,  we  agreed  to  spare  them  accordingly 
the  last  mentioned  quantity  and  gave  orders  for  their  being  furnished  with 

_  _  _          seven  thousand  maunds  immediately  and  the  remaining  two 
Consn.  22  Julv.          ,  i  •       -i  ir-r^  i  '  i  •         T_ 

thousand  in  the  month  of  December ;  remarking,  however, 

to  Mr,  Law  at  the  same  time,  that  no  right  to  any  part  of  this  branch  of  com- 
merce was  from  hence  to  be  established,  though  we  should  always  with  equal 
readiness  assist  the  Company  when  it  could  be  done  with  the  same  convenience. 

18.  Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  Lord  Clive  we  proceeded  to  fix  the 
appointments  of  the  field  officers  agreably  to  the  establishment  in  your  com- 

,.  ,,  mands  of  the  1st  of  Tune   1764  and  General  Carnac  and 

Consn.  6  Alav.         ^  t        T  n     -  i  •  -111  j 

Colonel  Smith  were  in  consequence,  stationed  to  the  1st  ana 

2nd  battallions. 
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19.  The  command  of  the  3rd  being  vacant  by  the  death  of  Major  Knox, 
it  would  of  course  have  devolved  to  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  but  Lord  Ciive  In- 
formed the  Board  that  although  Sir  Robert  Barker  was  only  mentioned  In  the 
letter  as  commandant  of  'the  artillery,  he  knew  from  what  had  passed  between 
him  and  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  direction  respecting  the  appointments, 

that  it  was  the  intention  he  should  have  the  choice  of  succeeding  to  the  com- 

<k~ 

mand  of  one  of  the  battalions  in  case  of  a  vacancv  and  beins;  at  this  lime 

*  dr 

desirous  of  having  the  3rd,  it  was  agreed  to  appoint  him  thereto  accordingly. 

20.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  became  in  consequence  Lieutenant  Colonel  to  the 
1st  battallion  and  it  was  also  agreed  to  promote  Major  Peach  to  the  2nd  till 
the  point  of  priority  in  rank  between  him  and  Major  Champion  was  deter- 
mined by  your  answer  to  the  applications  made  to  you  respecting  this  gentle- 
man and  Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 

21.  Proceeding  then  to  the  3rd  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Lord 
Clive  further  informed  the  Board  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  Cape,  lie  found 
there  on  his  passage  to  Europe,  Major  Charles  Chapman  of  His  Majesty's  79th 
Regiment,  and  Messrs.  Sumner  and  Sykes  luth  Colonel  Smith  and  Barker 
represented  to  him  that  as  the  number  of  field  officers  was  not  compleat  ac- 
cording to  the  establishment  an  opportunity  offered  in  their  opinion  of  doing 
the  Company  great  service  by  introducing  that  gentleman  as  one,  having  on 
account  of  his  particular  merit  been  sollicited  by  the  President  and  Council  to 
remain  at  Fort  St.  George  in  the  command  of  their  troops  under  General 
Lawrence  which  although  we  had  declined,  he  was  \\illing  to  come  to  Bengal 
with  his  Lordship,  provided  he  had  rank  next  after  Major  Peach.    That  he 
joined  in  sentiment  with  those  gentlemen  and  brought  the  Major  here  accord- 
ingly under  such  a  promise  and  his  Lordship  therefore  proposed  he  should 
have  this  appointment,  not  doubting  in  the  least  your  confirmation  thereof. 

22.  Some  debate  passed  at  the  Board  on  this  occasion  upon  which  his 
Lordship  informed  them  that  in  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  him,  for  which 
he  referred  to  the  36th  paragraph  of  the  General  Letter  lie  should  certainly 
grant  the  commission  in  question  but  would  wish  to  have  their  concurrence 
and  desired  the  sentiments  of  the  several  members  might  be  collected,  which 
vou  will  find  recorded  accordingly  on  the  proceedings  and  Major  Chapman 
was  appointed  the  third  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

23.  Majors  Champion  and  Stibbert  and  Captain  Hugh  Grant  were  after- 
wards appointed  the  Majors  to  the  three  battalions,  and  in  consideration  of 

the  long  and  faithful  services  o£  Capt.  Christian  Fischer,  and 
Consn.  28  May.       ag  ^  £ormer  objection  to  promoting  Mm  was  now  removed 
by  the  appointment  of  so  many  officers  of  superior  rank  a  Major's  brevet  was 
also  granted  to  him. 

24.  Before  Colonel  Smith  proceeded  to  join  the  army,  we  received  a  re- 
presentation2 from  him  touching  his  appointments  at  this  Presidency,  setting 

forth  that  he  was  positively  assured  he  was  to  succeed  to 
Consn.  28  May.      ^  ^  same  b^  civj|  an(j  military  which  General  Carnac 

now  holds  in  the  service,  and  expressing  therefore  his  surprize  at  finding  himself 
on  his  arrival,  precluded  from  the  former  by  the  10th  paragraph  of  your 
beforementioned  letter  which  expressly  says  that  after  the  death  or  departure 
of  the  General,  no  officer  shall  have  a  constant  seat  at  the  Board  without  your 
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leave  but  only  when  military  affairs  are  under  consideration.  We  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  the  representation  itself  of  which  a  copy  is  transmitted  in  the 
packet  and  we  request  your  orders  in  answer,  taking  at  the  same  time  the 
liberty  to  offer  it  as  our  opinion  to  you  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops 
should  upon  all  occasions  have  a  seat  at  the  Board. 

25.  The  Select  Committee  agreeably  to  your  appointments  was  also  formed 
directly  upon  the  Kenfs  arrival.    Their  powers  were  therefore  communicated 

to  our  subordinate  factories  and  to  the  Presidencies  of  Fort 

Consn.  6  May.       gt  George  and  Bombay,  and  the  necessary  directions  given 

in  consequence  to  the  former,  to  obey  all  orders  which  they  might  receive  from 

them,  and  the  Committee  have  from  time  to  time  laid  before  the  Board  such 

of  their  proceedings  as  they  judged  adviseable  and  proper. 

26.  The  covenants  which  you  were  pleased  to  send  out  regarding  the 
acceptance  of  presents  from  the  country  government  not  having  been  at  this 

time  subscribed  to  this,  was  the  subject  of  their  first  consi- 
GoDsn.  rfth  Mav.       ,  111  •         j  i.     -D       j 

deration,  and  they  thereupon  communicated  to  the  Board 

their  opinion  that  the  same  should  be  immediately  executed  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  members  of  the  Council  and  all  other  servants  of  the  Com- 
pany, which  was  conformed  to  accordingly  by  the  members  present  and  the 
Secretary  was  ordered  to  prepare  and  transmit  setts  for  the  several  other 
gentlemen  both  in  the  civil  and  military.  Those  to  the  former  have  been 
all  returned  duely  executed  as  well  as  the  greatest  part  of  the  latter.  But 
the  distance  the  army  has  been  from  us,  and  the  officers  being  variously  dis- 
persed has  occasioned  some  trouble  and  delay  in  getting  these  compleated ; 
and  we  wait  the  remainder  of  them  to  forward  to  you  the  whole  together. 

27.  The  next  proceedings  which  the  Committee  laid  before  the  Council 
contained  their  resolution  for  enforcing  immediately  the  Board's  orders  with 

,    -I  ™  v   .  respect  to  the  return  of  the  European  agents  from  up  the 

country,  granting  them  a  further  indulgence  of  two  months 
to  the  1st  of  August  which  was  afterwards  prolonged  to  the  21st  of  October, 
publick  notice  of  this  resolution  was  accordingly  [sic]  in  consequence  whereof  we 
understand  many  are  arrived  in  Calcutta  and  we  shall  take  care  that  the  rest 
return  also  in  due  time. 

28.  Their  subsequent  proceedings  for  some  time  were  on  enquiry  into  the 
circumstances  of  some  sums  which  had  been  received  from  the  present  Nabob 

and  others  by  the  gentlemen  wTho  composed  the  deputation 

Consn.  3rd,  7,  17,    for  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  his  Excellency3  on  the 
18,  24  June  &  la  of    j  x  *_•    r    -L          •   .   *  T  -ri  r,      •    **   **•  i  -n 

decease  of  his  father  vizt.  Messrs.  Johnstone,  Senior,  Middle- 
ton  and  Leycester,  as  also  by  the  other  members  at  the 
Presidency  Messrs.  Spencer,  Playdell,  Burdett  and  Gray.  We  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  the  proceedings  themselves  on  this  subject  and  to  the  several  minutes 
and  defences  entered  thereupon  the  registers  of  Council  and  of  the  Committee 
and  request  your  sentiments  and  determinations  on  the  whole.  We  have  only 
here  to  notice  to  you  in  particular,  that  Mr.  Johnstone  has  in  consequence, 
and  for  other  reasons  set  forth  in  his  minute,  resigned  your  service,  and 
proceeds  home  by  this  opportunity. 

29.  At  our  Consultation  of  the  24th  of  June,  Lord  Clive  entered  a  repre- 
sentation  and   complaint   against   Mr.   Burdett   for  having  in  his   office  of 
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Zemindar  confined,  and  detained  after  application  for  his  release,  a  ghuui- 

n          0 ,   T  manjee*  or  over-seer  of  boats,  employed  bv  his  Lordship  on 

Consn.   24   June.       .      J     '    .  '        r     *  *  *•    , 

the  occasion  ol  intended  expeoinon  up  tne  country  to  take 

i  j.  • 

upon  him  the  command  of  the  army  and  settle  afiairs  with  the  po'.vers  in 
those  parts :  Mr.  Burdett  not  being  present  at  this  meeting,  an  order  was 
immediately  issued  to  him  for  the  man's  enlargement  and  his  answer  to 
the  same,  having;  been  received,  assigning  the  reasons  for  his  proceeding  which 

o  o  O  i  «-' 

did  not  appear  sufficient,  and  conceived  in  terms  esteemed  disrespectful  to 
the  Board,  they  determined  that  he  should  make  a  proper  acknowledgement 
both  to  Lord  Clive  and  themselves  ;  his  Lordship  at  the  same  time  took  leave 
of  the  Board  to  proceed  in  the  business  before  intimated. 

30.  Mr.  Burdett  complied  afterwards  with  this  determination  and  his 
Lordship  having  desired  to  be  acquainted  therewith,  it  was  accordingly  com- 
municated to  him;   but  Mr.  Burdett  entered  a  minute  OD 

^Consn.  j  July.         ^Q    sty_e    o£    ^    ie^ter?    jn    consequence    whereof    further 

proceedings  occurred ;  and  these  being  likewise  transmitted 
to  his  Lordship,  we  received  an  answer  from  him  confirming  the  opinion 
he  had  before  given  of  that  gentleman's  conduct,  in  terms,  which  deter- 
mined Mr.  Burdett  having  intimated  his  intention  of  returning  this  season 
to  Europe  to  sit  no  longer  at  the  Board  and  he  also  resigned  your  service 
accordingly. 

31.  Lord  Clive  has  since  delivered  in  a  minute  setting  forth  that  he  cannot 
accuse    himself   of   having   given    cause    for    the    resentment    expressed    by 

Mr.  Burdett,  and  his  opinion  concerning  his  resignation 
p  .    re£err^ng  to  a  |etter  from  Raja  Doolubram  to  Mr.  Sumner 

when  President,  in  respect  to  a  note  of  hand5  for  a  sum  of  money  which  he 

represented  he  had  given  to  Mr.  Burdett  upon  the  Nabob's  accession  to  the 
government  under  the  promise  of  his  endeavours,  to  procure  him  a  share  in 
the  administration,  which  he  had  not  fulfilled  and  therefore  sollicking 
Mr.  Sumner's  assistance  for  the  recovery  thereof.  Of  this  minute  and  letter 
Mr.  Burdett  has  had  a  copy  and  we  expect  his  answer. 

32.  Lord  Clive  having  arrived  in  town  and  resumed  his  seat  at  the  Board 
the  9th  instant,  laid  before  them  an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Select 

rt  ,    „          Committee  held  the  7th  upon  Ms  return,  accompanying  the 

Consn.  9th  Sept.  ,  -  r  IJJIT-  j  Vi  i 

copy  of  a  treaty  of  peace  concluded  by  nun  and  General 

Carnac  on  the  part  of  the  Hon'bie  Company  and  the  Nabob,  with  Shuja  doula, 
together  with  the  translation  of  a  grant  and  sunnuds  obtained  from  the  King 
for  the  dewanny  of  these  provinces  and  an  agreement  subscribed  to  in  con- 
sequence by  the  Nabob  through  the  means  of  his  Lordship  and  Mr.  Sykes, 
as  also  translations  of  other  sunnuds  from  the  King  confirming  to  the  Com- 
pany their  former  possessions  and  securing  to  them  the  reversion  in  perpetuity 

of  My  Lords  jagheer.  For  this  last  his  Lordship  had  before 
Consn.  15  July.  on  j^s  way  Upj  obtained  the  Nabob's  sunnud  in  duplicate 
one  of  them  to  be  forwarded  to  you  if  we  judged  it  proper  which  is  accordingly 
transmitted  in  the  packett  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  translation.  We  also 
send  you  like  copies  of  the  several  papers  above  mentioned  to  which  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  and  to  offer  you  at  the  same  time  our  hearty  congratulations 
on  this  happy  event  of  the  return  of  peace,  which  we  hope  and  have  now  ail 
reason  to  expect  from  our  established  influence  and  power,  will  in  future  be 

Vol.  IV— 23 
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un-interrupted.    The  same  was  proclaimed  here  in  proper  form  on  the  12th 

and  ordered  to  be  also  published  at  the  subordinates. 

33.  At  the  Consultation  of  the  9th  of  June,  Mr.  Sykes  entered  a  minute 
informing  the  Board  that  the  Select  Committee  had  ordered  him  to  proceed 
to  Murshedabad6  on  affairs  of  importance  which  would  be  communicated  to 
them  when  the  proceedings  were  drawn  up,  and  that  he  should  set  out  ac- 
cordingly without  loss  of  time.    Messrs.  Leycester  and  Gray  dissented  upon 
this  occasion,  not  being  able  to  judge  either  of  the  object  of  Mr.  Sykes'  com- 
mission, or  the  necessity  of  his  appointment  and  as  Mr.  Middleton,  a  member 
of  the  Board  was  already  stationed  President  [sic]  at  the  Durbar  to  transact 

mf  U  J 

whatever  points  of  business  might  occur  with  the  country  government,  had  acted 
in  that  capacity  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Council  and  could  not  be  super- 
seded without  a  reflection  on  his  ability  to  conduct  such  business.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  afterwards  laid  before  the  Board,  when  those  gentlemen  confirm- 
ed their  dissent,  esteeming  JMr.  Middleton  still  the  proper  person  to  transact  the 

business  entrusted  to  Mr.  Sykes :  and  upon  Mr.  Middleton's 
ju\.  receiving  intimation  from  the  Select  Committee  of  this 
appointment,  he  addressed  the  Board  as  appears  on  Consultation  the  18th 
of  the  same  month  setting  forth  how  much  it  must  lessen  the  weight  and 
influence,  which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  he  should  maintain  in  his  station, 
and  that  he  could  not  therefore  with  any  credit  to  himself  remain  any  longer 
in  it,  more  especially  as  Lord  Clive  had  told  him  on  his  way  up  that  it  was 
intended  to  remove  him  shortly  and  place  Mr.  Sykes  in  his  stead ;  and  solli- 
citing  in  consequence,  Chiefship  of  Patna,  which  had  become  vacant  a  few 
days  before  by  the  sudden  decease  of  Mr.  Billers.  To  this  he'  was  accordingly 
appointed  and  ordered  by  the  majority  to  proceed  immediately  delivering  over 
to  the  Chief  of  Cossimbuzar,  the  management  of  such  business  as  he  had  been 
entrusted  with  from  the  Board.  Mr.  Sumner  being  the  only  member  of  the 
Committee  then  present,  minuted  at  the  same  time  a  declaration  on  their  part 
that  no  reflection  whatever  on  Mr.  Middleton  nor  derogation  from  his  necessary 
weight  and  influence  as  public  Resident  was  intended  by  them  and  produced 
the  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  hiin  on  the  occasion  setting  forth  the  impropriety 
of  charging  any  other  than  a  member  of  the  Committee  with  the  manage- 
ment of  business  which  had  not  been  disclosed  to  the  Council  as  an  agreement 
for  his  satisfaction.  Mr.  Sykes  having  proceeded  conformably  to  his  deputation, 
he  returned  to  the  Presidency  with  Lord  Clive. 

34.  Mr.  Verelst  upon  being  called  to  Calcutta  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
Committee,  resigned  the  chiefship  of  Chittagong  factory  in  which  Mr.  Playdeli 

r         O.IA  T          succeeded  him.    And  upon  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Tohn- 

Consn.  24th  June.    „_„      •,  , r,        _       _,    &     .  ,        , 

stone,  ne  was  appointed  by  the  Committee  to  the  charge 

of  supervision  of  the  Burdwan  revenues. 

35.  At  the  Consultation  of  the  22nd  of  July,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Burdett  for  filling  up  the  vacancies  in  Council  from  Mr.  Johnstone's  said 
resignation  and  the  death  of  Mr.  Billers  agreeably  to  your  last  appointment 
and  orders.    Upon  which  Mr.  Sumner  informed  them  that  the  Committee  had 
akeady  taken  the  subject  of  those  orders  under  consideration  and  should 
determine  on  them  at  their  first  meeting  upon  the  return  of  the   absent 
members  to  the  Presidency  and  therefore  desired  that  the  filling  up  of  the 
vacancies  might  till  then  be  postponed,  the  majority  of  the  Board  entering 


SEPTEMBER    1765 

their  opinions  that  the  matter  should  not  be  deferred  and  proposing  accord- 
in  srlv  to  call  to  the  Board  the  two  next  gentlemen  on  the  list,  Mr.  Sunnier 

O  *  _  <Cr  „  . 

dissented  thereto  In  Ills  own  and  the  name  of  the  Committee*  reserving  to 
them  a  revisal  of  the  measure,  but  the  majority  confirming  their  opinions, 

Messrs.  Francis  Charlton  and  Thomas  French,  the  two  next  servants  were  in 
consequence  ordered  from  Dacca  to  take  their  seats. 

36.    Upon  the  assembling  again  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Suniner  related  to 
them  accordingly  what  had  passed  at  the  Board,  and  they  recorded  their  senti- 

merits  thereon  offering  at  the  same  time  their  reasons  for 
not  enlarging  the  number  of  the  Council  which  latter  were : 
first,  that  the  collection  of  the  Burdwan  revenues  should  no  longer  be  managed 
by  a  chief  and  council  but  as  proposed  in  a  representation  to  them  from 
Mr.  Verelst  at  the  same  time  communicated  to  the  Board  by  a  junior  servant 
residing  always  on  the  spot,  and  a  supervisor  who,  If  a  member  of  the  Board* 
might  still  retain  his  seat,  as  such  his  charge  would  only  require  an  occasional 
attendance ;  secondly  with  respect  to  the  business  of  the  Midnapore  province, 
that  it  was  not  of  sufficient  consequence  to  require  the  direction  of  a  member 
of  the  Council  and  might  be  as  well  conducted  by  a  Junior  servant ;  and  thirdly 
their  having  under  consideration  the  recalling  the  factory  at  Benaris  in  con- 
sequence of  the  treaty  concluded  with  Shuja  Dowla.  Upon  which  different 
circumstances,  they  recommended  the  Board  to  reconsider  the  appointments 
of  Messieurs  Charlton  and  French.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  for  those  sentiments  and  a  particular  explanation 
of  their  reasons  for  the  proposed  changes  respecting  Burdwan  and  Midnapore, 
as  also  to  the  opinions  of  the  several  members  of  the  Board  thereon  and  shall 
here  only  add  that  the  majority  being  of  opinion  the  first  alteration  should 
take  place  and  the  members  of  the  Board  joining  with  the  Committee  as  to 
the  latter,  the  appointments  of  the  new  members  were  in  consequence  set  aside 
and  orders  given  to  the  factory  at  Dacca  accordingly.  Mr.  Leycester  however, 
entered  a  minute  confirming  Ms  opinion  against  a  reduction  in  the  number 
to  which  we  further  refer  you. 

37.  We  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Clive  during  his  absence  at  Benaris 
representing  his  opinion  of  your  title  to  a  moiety  of  the  mony  obtained  there 

by  our   army   in   consequence  of   the   deed  of  gift  from 
fl9.J]  Augt.  t^e  King  to  the  Company  of  such  proportion  of  all  plunder 

and  which  should  be  taken  in  India  by  Ms  forces  on  land  and  your  orders 
putting  their  own  military  upon  the  same  footing  and  reserving  to  them  the 
other  moiety  ;  he  at  the  same  time  pointed  out  as  an  argument  the  stipulation 
in  favor  of  the  Company  of  one  half  of  what  should  be  taken  at  Manilla, 
esteeming  it  a  similar  case  with  the  one  now  in  question  and  referred  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board. 

38.  It   appearing   on  reference   to   the   registers    of   Council   before   his 
Lordship's  arrival  that  the  Board  considered  the  said  money  as  a  voluntary 
gift  from  the  merchants  rather  than  a  ransom  for  the  town  obtained  by 
military  force,  and  that  for  the  reasons  assigned  they  thought  proper  to  consent 
to  the  army's  receiving  It  without  reserving  any  claim  to  the,  Company.    We 
did  not  think  this  being  the  case  that  a  demand  on  them  for  a  share  of  the 
money  could  now  with  any  propriety  be  made  and  \ve  communicated  these 
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our  sentiments  accordingly  In  answer  to  his  Lordship,  transmitting  for  his 

particular  Information  extracts  of  those  registers  vizt. : 

Of  the  letters  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  6th  November  and  6th 
December  last  and 

Of  the  Consultation  of  the  3rd  January  upon  an  application  received 
from  the  officers  and  men  of  the  76th  Regiment  and  His  Majesty's 
Marines,  to  which  we  beg  also  to  refer  you  on  the  occasion. 

39.  Upon  his  Lordship's  return  to  the  Presidency,  he  informed  the  Board 
that  while  he  was  with  the  army,  he  had  formed  it  upon  the  establishment 
and  plan  laid  down  In  your  commands  of  the  1st  of  June  1764  and  purposed 
for  the  better  regulating  their  pay  in  future  and  the  prevention  of  any  abuses, 
that  there  should  be  seperate  paymasters  with,  deputies  and  a  commissary  to 
each  brigade.    The  Board  agreed  with  him  entirely  in  the  propriety  of  those 
appointments  and  the  pay  masters  were  accordingly  nominated,   the  other 
offices  remaining  to  be  fixed  at  a  future  meeting. 

40.  The  Select  Committee  having  taken  under  consideration  your  orders 
touching  the  Inland  trade  in  the  articles  of  salt,  beetlenut  and  tobacco,  they 

communicated  to  the  Board  in  their  next  proceedings,  a  sett 
Consn.  12  Angst.  ^  regulations  formed  thereupon  as  the  ground  work  of  a 
plan  for  carrying  it  on  In  future  ;  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  proceedings  them- 
selves for  your  particular  Information  of  this  plan  and  have  hereto  informed 
you  that  Messrs.  Sumner,  Verelst,  Leycester  and  Gray  were  in  consequence 
constituted  the  Committee7  for  receiving  charge  thereof  and  managing  it  on 
behalf  of  the  body  of  proprietors  with  authority  to  correspond  with  the  sub- 
ordinate factories  and  to  pursue  all  such  measures  as  might  conformably 
thereto  appear  to  them  eligible ;  and  that  the  necessary  advice  and  orders 
were  given  accordingly  and  publication  made  prohibiting  all  persons  depend- 
ant on  the  Company's  Government  from  entering  into  any  new  engagements 
in  those  articles  unless  as  contractors  with  the  Committee  for  the  purchase  or 
sale  of  them.  We  have  also  to  notice  to  you  that  Messrs.  Leycester  and  Gray 
dissented  to  the  authority  the  Select  Committee  had  taken  upon  themselves 
on  this  occasion  esteeming  It  in  no  wise  delegated  to  them,  by  the  terms  and 
intention  of  their  appointment*  and  that  the  subject  should  have  been  con- 
sidered and  determined  on  in  Council. 

41.  The  Committee  of  Trade  having  entered  upon  the  prosecution  of  the 

plan,  we  have  received  from  them  a  representation  for  having  the  Society 

secured   against  any   innovations,   in   the   course   of  their 

Consn.  16  *  ugst.     present  engagements,  and  sollicking  from  us  such  a  deed  as 

we  might  think  sufficient  to  Insure  to  them  the  exclusive  right  to  the  trade  till 

those  engagements  are  concluded,  the  same  to  be  renewed  every  season  so 
long  as  It  shall  be  agreeable  to  you  that  the  plan  should  subsist.  We  could  not 
but  agree  with  them  entirely  In  the  propriety  of  this  measure  and  having  given 
directions  for  drawing  accordingly  such  writing  as  may  be  thought  sufficient 
to  secure  to  the  present  propriety  the  right  in  question:  and  we  are  now  to 
request  your  permission  to  renew  the  same  for  the  future  concerns  if  the  plan 
meets  with  your  approbation. 

42.  Commodore   Tinker   having   received   from   the   late   Nabob   Meer 
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Jaffier  a  grant  of  12,50,000  rupees  as  a  donation  to  himself  and  the  squadron 

under  his  command*5  for  their  services  in  the  war  against 
^Consn.  lo  Novr.  ^jeer  cossim)  ^e  presente£i  to  the  Board  on  departure  a 

translation  of  the  same  and  requested  their  assistance  in 
procuring  regular  payments  conformably  to  the  terms :  to  which  the  Board 
replyed  expressing  their  satisfaction  at  the  Nabob's  having  thought  proper  to 

consider  the  services  of  the  squadron  and  assuring  Mr.  Tinker 
Consn    9  Septr          i_  j*  •         - 

^  '  that  so  tar  as  it  might  appear  to  them  in  his  power  con- 
sistently with  the  performance  of  the  engagements  of  his  treaty,  the  Commo- 
dore might  depend  on  their  complyance  with  his  application.  Two  of  the 
periods  of  payment  having  expired  and  no  part  been  yet  received,  the  agents 
have  now  addressed  us  enclosing  the  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  present 
Nabob  with  a  confirmation  of  his  father's  grant,  and  solliciting  our  interposi- 
tion for  procuring  them  the  amount  due  ;  representing  with  a  view  of  adding 
weight  to  their  application  that  many  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron 
having  contracted  debts  during  their  abode  in  Calcutta,  their  drafts  on  the 
donation  had  upon  the  strength  of  the  Board's  promise  been  accepted  in  dis- 
charge thereof  by  merchants  of  the  place  whose  private  fortunes  had  already 
suffered  and  must  suffer  still  more  by  any  further  delay  of  payment. 

43.  This  representation  having  been   considered   and   debated   on,   the 
majority  of  the  Board  were  of  opinion  the  dewanny  of  these  provinces,  and  the 

_  , ..  _  agreement  thereupon  made  with  the  Nabob  bv  which  after 

Consn.    13   Septr.       T°        .      -     .  . r       ,       rr.  j    i  •     i-       n'  T_ 

the  stipulations  for  the  King  and  his  Excellency,  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  revenues  devolves  to  the  Company,  they  could  not  of 
themselves  determine  upon  the  subject  but  that  it  should  be  referred  to  your 
decission ;  and  the  circumstances  being  accordingly  thus  stated  to  you,  we 
wait  vour  answer  and  orders  thereon. 

* 

44.  The  ships  Lord  Anson  and  Prince  of  Wales  having  been  reported 
clear  of  their  consignments  on  the  29th  of  April  and  24th  of  June,  they  were 
immediately  dismissed  your  service  and  their  journals  and  other  books  of  their 
voyage,  required  conformably  to  your  orders  to  be  returned  to  you,  the  same 
are  transmitted  you  by  this  opportunity  and  we  have  discharged  the  balances 
of  freight  remaining  to  be  paid  the  owners  in  India  as  per  their  respective 
accounts  received  in  the  packets.    We  have  also  reimbursed  the  commanders 
for  sundry  necessaries  provided  in  the  course  o£  their  passage,  for  the  use  of 
the  recruits  whom  they  brought  out  vizt.  to  the  former  CRs.  1,98,957  and  to 
the  latter  CRs.  9,044-6-0,  both  accounts  being  properly  vouched  and  certified. 

45.  The  Solebay  one  of  the  two  ships  taken  up  last  year  for  furnishing 
your  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlbro'  with  slaves  from  Madagascar  having  con- 
cluded her  voyage,  arrived  with  us  on  the  22nd  ultimo  and  we  received  by  her 
a  packet  from  the  President  and  Council,  under  a  general  address  to  either 
of  the  three  sentiments,  enclosing  several  papers  respecting  her  in  consequence 
of  a  demand  made  on  the  commander  upon  account  of  the  owners  for  the  sum 
of  £2,500  advanced  them  in  England  which  he  refused  payment  of.    These 
papers  they  therefore  transmitted  pointing  out  particularly  to  the  observation 
of  those  who  might  receive  them,  that  your  instructions  to  them  were  very 
explicit,  although  the  charter  party  appeared  rather  defective  in  the  wording ; 
that  if  it  appeared  eligible,  an  attempt  might  be  made  to  recover  the  money 
by  course  of  law.    We  perused  and  examined  the  different  papers  but  not 
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choosing  to  proceed  upon  our  judgement  in  a  case  of  this  nature,  we  referred 
them  to  the  attentive  consideration  of  an  attorney  in  the  Mayor's  Court, 
Air.  Richard  Whlttall  who  we  understood  was  most  capable  and  versed  in  his 
profession,  requiring  his  sentiments  at  full  whether  or  not  there  was  sufficient 
ground  on  which  to  found  a  prosecution  here  on  the  occasion  ;  and  having 
received  an  "answer  from  him  stating  his  opinion  in  the  affirmative,  we  have 
ordered  him  to  repeat  the  demand  in  due  form  and  upon  a  refusal  still  of 
payment,  to  commence  an  action  against  the  owner  accordingly. 

46.    We  send  vou  further  the  General  Books  of  this  Presidency  with  their 

f  * 

subsidiaries  to  April  1764,  and  hope  from  the  Sub-Accomp- 
Consn.  16  Sept.  ,  /  ,  ,x          ,  * 

tant  s  report  to  forward  to  you  the  subsequent  sett  in  the 

course  of  this  season  having  upon  his  application  some  time  ago  wrote  in  very 
urgent  terms  on  this  subject  to  the  subordinates.  The  entire  loss  of  their  books 

and  accounts  at  some  of  them  in  the  late  troubles  has  un- 
Consn.  20  May.     avoidably  occasioned  great  delay  in  bringing  them  up. 

47.  We  are  to  advise  you  of  the  decease  of  Capt.  Alexander  Scott,  onr 
Master  Attendant,  on  the  1 2th  ultimo  and  of  Captain  Page  Keble's  succession 

Consn    15   ^ugst     to  t^ie  ^^g6  °^  t^iat  °ffice>  agreeably  to  your  nomination 

on  this  occasion.    We  received  a  petition  from  the  Deputy, 

Mr.  Richard  Dean,  representing  his  long  services  to  the  Company  in  the  differ- 
ent gradations  of  the  marine  which  he  hoped  had  fully  qualified  him  for  the 
appointment  and  sollicking  it  accordingly.  He  was  advised  in  answer  that 
Capt.  Keble  had  obtained  it  in  pursuance  of  your  orders,  with  an  assurance, 
however,  that  we  had  a  just  sense  of  his  services  and  should  take  care  to 
make  proper  mention  of  him  to  you  and  we  beg  leave  therefore  to  recommend 
him  to  your  notice. 

f  a 

48.  Mr.  Robert  Hunter  whom  you  have  this  season  been  pleased  to  appoint 
a  factor  on  the  Fort  Marlbro'  establishment,  having  some  months  before  come 
over  to  this  Presidency,  had  on  account  of  his  particular  merit  and  abilities 
in  the  profession,  been  entertained  by  us  as  one  of  our  principal  surgeons. 
On  being  therefore  advised  of  your  appointment,  he  delivered  in  a  letter  to 
us  representing  that  it  was  obtained  entirely  without  his  knowledge  and  inten- 
tion while  he  was  detained  on  the  French  Islands  and  six  years  after  his  first 
application  and  having  then  quitted  the  place  with  leave  from  the  President 
and  Council  and  upon  his  admission  into  the  service  here,  had  from  a  depend- 
ance  of  continuing  in  it,  entered  into  connections  and  concerns  with  others 
whose  interest  must  suffer  and  ruin  attend  his  own  by  a  speedy  removal.    He 
for  these  reasons  sollicited  our  permission  to  relinquish  that  appointment  and 
be  continued  in  his  station  here,  expressing  at  the  same  time  his  just  sense  of 
the  favor  and  honor  thereby  conferred  on  him  for  which  he  returns  you  his 
grateful  thanks  ;  and  his  hope  that  in  consideration  of  his  misfortunes  and 
long  services  you  wTould  not  be  displeased  with  his  proceeding.    From  this 
representation  and  the  character  before  given  of  him,  we  could  not  but  very 
readily  acquiesce  in  his  desire,  and  as  we  are  extreemely  sollicitous  of  his 
continuance  with  us,  we  hope  for  and  earnestly  entreat  his  confirmation  here 
accordingly. 

49.  We  further  beg  leave  to  you  for  an  appointment  on  your  list  of  civil 
servants,  Mr,  Sutton  Banks,  a  gentleman  who  has  for  a  long  while  resided 
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In  the  place  as  a  private  merchant,  much  esteemed,  ar.d  is  entirely  deserving 
the  favor  we  sollicit  for  him. 

50.  Captain  George  Burghaii  of  the   Corps  of  Engineers,  having  beer. 
accused  by  Captain  Martin,  his  superior  officer,  of  disobedience  of  orders,  he 
In  consequence  of  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  enquiry  underwent  a  tryal  by  a 
court  martial.    Appointed  and  approved  by  Major  Munro  before  his  departure, 
at  which  having  been  found  guilty  of  the  charge,  he  was  cashiered  the  Com- 
pany's service  by  the  sentence  of  the  court ;  and  he  proceeds  home  with  his 
family  by  this  opportunity:   Major  Munro  carried  with  him  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  martial. 

51.  You  will  find  the  reasons  of  the  Select  Committee  In  which  the  Boarct 
acquiesced,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Admiral  Sleekens  on  the  occasion  of  this 
dispatch,  and  not  employing  the  Lapwing  which  still  remained  upon  our  hands 
recorded  on  the  Committee  proceedings  o£  the  21st  of  June  and  4th  of  July ; 
and  the  season  now  opening  we  shall  forthwith  determine  on  some  method 
of  employing  or  otherwise  dispose  of  her  as  may  appear  most  eligible.    The 
Board  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Kent  has  had  some  Intention  of  sending 
her  to  Fort  St.  George  to  return  to  vou  with  earlv  advices  from  thence  and  this 

o  ,  , 

Presidency. 

« 

52.  Upon  a  report  from  the  Master  Attendant  of  the  condition  and  value 
of  the  Admiral  Steevens,  we  agreed  to  pay  for  her  at  the  price  demanded  by 
the  owners  of  59,000  Arcot  Rupees  ;  and  Captain  Griffin  who  we  advised  you, 
had  quitted  the  Lapwing  to  proceed  to  Fort  St.  George  on  his  private  concerns* 
having  returned  to  this  place,  we  gave  him  the  command  of  her  appointing 

upon  proper  recommendations,  Messrs.  James  Angus,  James 

Lenox,  Edward  Wilson   and  Robert  Fairful,  her   officers. 

We  at  the  same  time  wrote  to  Cosslnibuzar  and  Dacca  to  send  us  down  from 

each  factory  for  her  100  bales  of  their  finest  piece  goods,  and  we  have  the 

satisfaction  to  find  she  carries  vou  upon  the  whole  considering  her  size,  a 

*>  JL  "O 

valuable  cargo  the  amount  being  as  per  invoice  Crs.  [...]. 

53.  With  a  view  to  encrease  It  as  much  as  possible,  we  determined  upon 

,    .  an  application  from  the  captain  and  officers  on  the  subject 

Consn,   26   Augst.       .    ~ri.         •     i    j  11  ^      j        -      T          £ 

of  then1  pnveledge  to  make  them  a  tender,  in  ken  ot  any 

allowance  in  the  tonnage,  of  the  sum  of  10,000  Arcot  Rupees  and  the  same 

having  been  accepted  we  required  from  them  an  acknow- 
Consn.  2nd  ledgenient  of  it  with  an  obligation  not  to  ship  in  consequence 

p  r"  thereof  any  merchandize  as  adventures. 

54.  We  have  also  given  In  charge  to  Captain  Griffin  1600  ounces  of  foreign 
silver  for  the  use  of  the  ship  In  case  she  should  be  under  the  necessity  of 

touching   at   any   place,   and   advanced   him    the   sum   of 
Consu   9  Septr.       AR^  3 j)Ig_4_0  oi;  accoimt  Of  four  months  Impress  of  himself, 

officers  and  Europeans,  his  table  allowance  for  the  voyage  and  usual  batta  on 
this  account  from  his  appointment  to  this  time. 

55.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  we  have  received  advice  from  the  gentle- 
men at  Fort  St.  George  of  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  the  Grenville  and  Fox 

on  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  the  former  having  touched  at  St.  Jago  and  False 
Bay  from  whence  she  sailed  the  2 1st  of  July  and  lost  there  by  desertion  13 
of  "her  recruits  besides  12  burled  on  the  passage.  But  we  are  sorry  to  learn 
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at  the  same  time  the  long  detention  which  the  Speke,  Pacifick  and  Ponsbourne 
met  with  at  Spithead  from  contrary  winds.    We  hope,  however,  they  took  the 
opportunity  of  sailing  about  the  same  time  as  the  Fox,  and  that  we  shall  soon 
have  some  accounts  of  them  in  these  parts.    We  now  find  by  your  advices 
to  that  Presidency  of  the  4th  of  January  that  the  Falmouth  is  not  to  return 
to  vou  but  only  taken  up  for  the  run  to  India  to  assist  in  bringing  out  our 
recruits.    Those  gentlemen  expected  to  give  the  Earl  of  Middlesex  her  dis- 
patches about  the  end  of  this  month,  and  at  their  request  we  transmit  you  a 
copy  of  the  invoice  of  provisions  put  on  board  her  here  for  victualling  the 
prisoners  from  the  French  Islands,  that  the  commander  may  account  with 
you  for  the  same.  We  also  forward  a  packet  received  from  them  to  your  address 
with  one  from  the  gentlemen  at  Fort  Marlbro'.    The  Buckingham  having  con* 
eluded  her  destination  to  that  place,  we  understand  is  likewise  arrived  at  Fort 
St.  George. 

56.    The  Mint  Master  having  laid  before  the  Select  Committee  a  represen- 
tation setting  forth  the  inconveniences  resulting  to   the  Company  and  the 
publick  from  the  stop  put  to  the  issuing  of  new  siccas  and  the  difficulties  and 
danger  consequent  on  any  attempt  to  a  general  recoinage  or  abolition  of  the 
annual  fall  of  the  batta  on  sicca  rupees,  the  same  has  been  referred  to  us 
and  is  at  present  under  our  consideration.    He  has  now  presented  an  address 
to  the  Board  with,  seperate  statements  of  the  mint  for  a  year  before  and  after 
he  took  charge  of  it,  and  the  assay  book  from  the  latter  time  to  which  he 
referred  us  for  an  explanation  of  the  advantages  arising  from  the  regulations 
proposed  "by  him  in  the  month  of  January,  and  at  his  request,  we  transmit  you 
in  the  packet  copies  of  those  different  addresses,  as  also  the  assay  book,  and 
copies  of  the  statements  accompanying  the  last  to  the  Board,  that  by  referring 
them  to  and  consulting  the  Tower  Office,  you  may  be  perfectly  satisfied  of  the 
nature  of  the  improvements  he  has  made  and  how  far  his  appointment  to 
the  direction  of  the  mint  has  answered  expectation. 

57.  The  members  of  the  Select  Committee  have  entered  a  minute  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Leycester's  beforementioned  confirming  his  dissent  to  the  diminution  of 
the  Council;  Messrs.  Leycester  and  Gray  have  also  on  their  parts  delivered 
in  other  minutes  upon  the  sentiments  recorded  by  the  Committee  on  their 
conduct  and  Mr.  Burdetfs  in  not  conforming  to  Mr.  Sumner's  desire  upon  the 
same  subject ;  Mr.  Leycester,  a  further  one  touching  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  which  last  they  have  informed  him,  they  shall  reply  to  you  in  their 
own  department;  and  Mr.  Gray,  another  in  consequence  of  imputations  laid 
to  his  charge  before  Lord  CHve,  which  he  has  desired  may  be  enquired 
into  before  the  Board,  and  his  Lordship  has  acquainted  him  shall  be  commu- 
nicated accordingly.  You  will  find  all  these  recorded  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  25th  instant  and  we  beg  to  refer  them  with  the  rest  to  your  perusal 
and  consideration. 

58.  We  have  also  received  an  answer  from  Mr.  Burdett  to  Lord  Olive's 
minute  upon  his  resignation  and  the  letter  referred  to  in  it  from  Rajah 
Dolubram,  confirming  his  first  reason  assigned  for  quitting  the  service  at  the 
time  he  did,  and  declining  to  answer  to  tie  demand  from  Roy  Dolub  till  he 
should  be  first  informed  what  punishment  would  be  inflicted  on  him  if  he 
should  prove  him  guilty  of  a  falsehood,  upon  which  his  Lordship  has  minuted 
that  he  has  not  leizure  at  present  to  reply  but  will  do  it  fully  by  the  next  ship. 
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59.  Upon  perusal  of  the  draft  of  this  letter.  Lord  Ciive  remarked  on  the 
circumstance  mentioned  in  Mr.  Middleton's  address  to  the  Board  quoted  In 
the  33rd  paragraph,  that  he  did  not  tell  him  as  there  related,  It  was  flie  inten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  remove  him  shortly  and  place  Mr.  Sykes  at  the  Durbar 
In  his  stead  but  only  that  this  gentleman  was  soon  to  proceed  to  the  city  on 
particular  business  from  them. 

60.  The  Select  Committee  have  laid  before  us  a  copy  of  their  proceedings 

containing  their  conclusion  of  the  plan  for  earning  on  the  inland  trade  with 
respect  to  the  Company  and  the  classes  of  proprietors,  and  the  same  has  been 
delivered  over  to  the  Committee  for  managing  the  same  with  instructions  to 
proceed  conformably  thereto. 

61.  General  Carnac  having  declined  receiving  a  present  from  the  King  as 
he  had  not  the  consent  of  the  Governour  and  Council,  His  Majesty  has  written 
a  letter  to  the  Board,  representing  that  the  General  has  always  refused  to  accept 
any  reward  for  his  great  services,  that  to  permit  him  to  remain  unrewarded  Is 
injurious  to  his  royal  dignity  and  that  it  Is  therefore  His  Majesties  [sic]  pleasure 
that  we  do  grant  General  Carnac  permission  to  receive  from  Ms  royal  bounty 
the  sum  of  two  lacks  of  rupees. 

62.  You  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  merits  and  moderation  of  this 
gentleman  that  we  need  not  add  our  sentiments  on  the  subject.    The  great 
attention  and  respect  he  has  always  paid  to  the  King  from  the  time  of  His 
Majesty's  misfortune  when  he  surrendered  himself  at  Patna,  to  his  present 
state  of  peace  and  affluence  together  with  the  attachment  shewn  to  him  on 
manv  occasions  in  the  field,  demand  some  return  of  gratitude.    We  trust,  vou 

j  CJ1  ^ 

will  rejoice  that  an  opportunity  should  at  last  offer  of  placing  General  Carnac 
In  a  state  of  Independency  at  the  eve  of  a  long  and  faithful  service. 

63.  There  being  some  doubts  whether  the  power  of  permission  on  such 
is  intended  to  be  lodged  with  the  Governour  and  Council,  we  have  not  absolute- 
ly granted  It  but  refer  it  to  you  and  should  be  glad  of  your  Instructions  for 
our  guidance  in  future.    We  beg  leave  only  to  observe  that  such  power  would 
perhaps  be  a  means  of  keeping  the  military  in  proper  subjection  to  the  civil 
authority  in  this  settlement. 

64.  Mr  Peter  Downes  having  some  time  ago  requested  permission  to 
resign  his  offices  In  order  to  prepare  for  his  return  to  Europe,  has  now  resigned 
the  service  and  proceeds  by  this  ship. 

65.  The  Mayors  Court  have  presented  to  us  a  list  of  several  law  books 
wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Court,  which  they  request  may  be  sent  them  out  by 
the  first  opportunity ;  and  the  same  Is  transmitted  you  in  the  packet. 

66.  We  have  only  further  to  add  that  the  necessary  papers  respecting 
this  ship  are  enclosed.  *  And  wishing  her  a  safe  and  speedy  arrival  with  you,  we 
have  the  honor  to  remain  with  respect, 

Fort  Wffllam,  Honble  Sirs, 

the  30  of  September  1765.  Your  most  faithful  and 

[Original  per  Admiral  Stev-ens  -  obedient,  humble  servants. 

Duplicate  per  Grenville} 
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Postscript 

1.  Since  concluding  this  address  it  has  occurred  to  us  that  we  are  much 
in  want  of  several  printed  setts  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  punishing  of 
mutiny  and  desertion  among  your  troops  here,  with  which  we  request  you  will- 
furnish  us  accordingly  by  the  first  opportunity. 

2.  At  our  Consultation  of  this  day  for  the  dispatch  of  the  ship,  Mr.  Ley- 
cester  entered  a  further  minute  respecting  the  present  which  he  received  from 
the  Nabob  when  on  the  deputation  to  him,  Mr.  Gray  recorded  one  likewise 
on  the  same  subject  as  that  mentioned  in  the  57th  paragraph,  upon  certain 
imputations  laid  against  his  charge  which  he  requested  might  be  enquired 
into,  to  both  which  we  beg  as  before  to  refer  you.    And  we  remain  with  respect, 

Honble  Sirs, 

Fort  William,  Your  most  faithful,  and 

the  30  of  September  1765.  obedient,  humble  servants. 


23 

LETTER  DATED  28  NOVEMBER   1765 

Reinforcement  of  the  Council  by  civilians  from  Madras — incompetence  of 
most  of  the  members  of  the  Council — state  of  the  treasury — request  for  support 
from  home. 

J.  O  the  Honorable  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Gentlemen, 

1.  I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  a  ship  being  under  dispatch  for  Bussora 
to  make  known  to  you  such  occurrences  as  have  happened  here  since  the  sailing 
of  the  Admiral  Stevens  on  the  9th  of  last  month,  in  hopes  it  may  arrive  in 
time  for  us  to  receive  your  commands  by  some  of  the  latter  ships  of  the  year 

1766. 

2.  The  resignation  of  Messrs  Senior,  Burdett,  and  Gray,  and  suspension 
of  Mr.  Leycester  lias  reduced  us  in  Committee  to  the  necessity  of  desiring  the 
gentlemen  of  Madras  to  spare  us  Messrs  Russell,  Aldersey,  Kelsall,  and  Floyer, 
who  we  propose  shall  give  us  their  assistance  in  Council,  until  your  pleasure 

be  known, 

3.  To  enter  into  particulars  would  take  up  too  much  time  and  might  be 
imprudent  in  a  dispatch  of  this  nature,  I  shall  therefore  only  repeat  what 
I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  representing  to  you,  that  luxury,  extravagance 
and  corruption  together  with  an  independant  way  of  thinking  and  acting  have 
arisen  to  such  a  heigth  in  this  settlement  that  the  most  vigorous  measures 
are  absolutely  necessary  ;  and  if  you  gentlemen  do  not  strengthen  my  hands 
by  approving  the  steps  we  have  taken  particularly  by  confirming  the  Madras 
gentlemen  in  the  posts  to  which  we  have  "appointed  them,  and  by  entrusting 
me  with  sufficient  powers,  I  ani  convinced  that  the  service  I  may  have  rendered 
the  Company  by  my  re-acceptance  of  this  Government  will  be  in  many  respects 
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of  a  verv  short  (duration  when*}  mv  back  is  turned.    The  measures  hkheno 

*  "•  e>  f 

proposed  and  pursued  for  the  attainment  of  that  reformation  which  must  take 
place  have  been  strenuously  supported  by  Messrs  Camac,  Vcrelst  and  Sykes. 
General  Carnac  Intends  resigning  the  service  and  accompanying  me  to  Europe. 
Messrs  Yerelst  and  Svkes  are  hiehlv  deserving  of  everv  encouragement  that 

*  O  *  t_.  ..  <w 

can  be  offered  to  prevail  upon  them  to  continue  In  this  country.  Not  one  of 
the  gentlemen  next  in  Council  even  so  low  as  Mr.  Bolts1  fMr.  Rumbold  excepi- 
ed)  is  worthy  a  seat  at  the  Board  :  many  of  them  are  deficient  in  abilities,  and 
all  in  principle  ;  and  as  to  the  gentlemen  of  lower  standing,  thev  are  not  only 
too  young,  but  too  strongly  tainted  with  the  corruption  of  late  times  10  be  >o 
soon  entrusted  with  power.  The  only  measure  therefore  that  can  ensure  stabi- 
lity to  the  plan  of  Government  and  reformation  which  I  have  been  laboring 
to  establish  Is  the  appointment  of  the  Madras  gentlemen  and  the  limiting  Jl  do 
not  mean  curtailing)  the  advantages  of  future  Governors,  together  with  a  power 
lodged  somewhere,  to  nominate  the  members  who  shall  compose  the  Select 
Committee,  after  my  departure. 

state      of 

4.    I  can  now  with  the  greatest  pleasure  Inform  you  that  the  9579  .  .7453  , 
the  treasury2  revenues 

9897  .  30353  .  30575  .  6585  .  "     is  such  and  the  893S  .  8939  .  5935  .        of  the 
country  since  the      acquisition  of  the  deTrannec 
3787     ".  9400  .  9897  .  93     .      7453    .    9897  .  381  .  6  .  40  .  82  .  50  .  125*1  .6.6. 

flowed     in         so         fast  draw 

have  5057      .  5900  .  9469  .  4959  .  that  we  shall  not  through  necessity  4507    . 
upon     you      for       a     rupee  send     £ 

30538  .  9946  .  5077  .  8  .  8395    although  we  have  determined  to  9065  .  9953  . 
300,000   this  year   to    China 

5770  ,      9949'.        12  .  7939      .  9943  .  30750  „  9978  .  3457.    The  returns  for  coral 

amount  to  five        or  six 

and  small  bills  drawn  upon  you  for  necessaries  may  443      .      9978      .      5034    . 
laaks 
7495    .    9409    .    6466. 

5.    The  refusing  to  grant  bills  will  undoubtedly  throw  large  sums  into 
the  hands  of  foreigners  particularly  of  the  Dutch  (Some  words  Illegible. — 

as         immoderate          riches  acquired 

Copt.).*  9897  .  4553  .          543  .  5857  .    have  been  lately    93.  But  I  do 

to  the 
not  .think  we  can  be  justified  in  wantonly  drawing  upon  our  employers  9978    . 

amount      of  several     hundred      thousand     pounds       while      we 
9897  .  443       .       7453       .       9097       .      5770       .      9949      .      7939    .  . 

have        more  cash        than    Is  sufficient 

30634      .      5643      .      6938  .  3358    .    9894  .  9697  .  to  answer  every  purpose  of 
the  Company.    However  as  the  acquisition  of  fortunes  will  not  be  so  rapid 

remitting      the  money 
in  future  some  method  may  be  fixed  on  for  the  8663       .       7453       ,       6903  . 

servants  so  much     benefit    to       our      rivals 

by  your  9083    .    without  9469      .      6963    .    778  .  9978  .  7555    .    8846. 

*  Copyist's  note  in  the  copy  available  in  the  National  Archives  of  India, 
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pay 

6.  In    the    course    of    the    ensuing    year    we    shall    certainly    7696 

off  upwards  of  thirty    laaks  Company's    bond 

7454     .     30544     .     609   '    7453  .  9940  .  6385  .  6466  .  of  the  3589  .  35  .  36 . 50  . 
debt 
38    .    3948. 

7.  Bv  this  conveyance  I  shall  only  further  add  that  it  is  my  resolution  to 
adhere  firmly  to  the  true  interest  of  the  Company  in  these  parts  notwithstand- 
ing the  odium  I  undergo  hi  the  pursuit  of  impartial  and  disinterested  measures. 
Permit  me  gentlemen  to  hope  that  whilst  I  am  framing  and  carrying  into  exe- 
cution such  regulations  in  every  department  abroad  as  I  am  convinced  are 
essentially  and  immediately  requisite,  you  will  not  be  insensible  to  the  danger 
of  their  being  soon  relaxed  and  perhaps  totally  neglected  unless  supported  and 
enforced  by  the  strictest  orders  from  home. 

8.  If  what  I  have  done  be  approved  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Court 
of  Directors  rendered  incapable  of  being  subverted  by  my  successors,  I  shall 
return  from  the  laborious  accomplishment  of  your  wishes  and  expectations 
with  the  fullest  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the 
greatest  respect, 

Gentlemen, 
Calcutta,  Your  most  obedient  and  most 

28th  November  1765.  humble  servant, 

[Overland]  (Signed)  Clive. 

24' 

LETTER   DATED    29   JANUARY    1766 

Proposal  for  making  sicca  rupees  of  fixed  value  injurious  to  the  Company — 
request  for  arms  and  more  European  recruits — relinquishment  of  four  districts 
contiguous  to  Patna  to  the  French  to  avoid  dispute — French  and  Dutch  com- 
plaints of  English  obstruction  in  their  investment — Burdetfs  resignation — 
suspension  of  Leycester  from  service — Gray's  resignation — erection  of  fortifica- 
tions at  Chittagong  abandoned — expediency  of  having  cantonments  and 
headquarters  at  Patna,  Monghyr  and  Cossimbazar. 

1  O  the  Honble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United  Com- 
pany of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  Having  in  our  letter  by  the  Admiral  Steevens  advised  you  of  the  arrival 
of  the  ships  Lord  Anson,  Prince  of  Wales  and  Kent,  we  must  request  your 
reference  for  particulars  to  that  dispatch,  being  now  too  much  pressed  for  time 
to  enter  Into  a  minute  detail,  reasons  for  which  shall  be  assigned  in  our  next 

advices  by  the  Ponsborne. 

2.  We  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  duplicate  of  that  letter  to  which 
we  also  beg  leave  to  refer  for  information  respecting  the  several  occurrences  at 


, 

*.!,  t 
1. 
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this  Presidency,  from  the  dispatch  of  the  Bute  to  that  period.  Yet  notwith- 
standing the  hurry  of  business  prevents  our  raking  a  retrospective  view  in  the 

usual  form,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  whole  year,  we  Hatter  ourselves  that  the 
subsequent  recital  will  give  you  a  clear  and  satisfactory  sketch  of  the  pi 
situation  of  your  civil  affairs, 

3.  Your  commands  by  the  Gremille  were  recehed  on  the  I5th  day  of 

October  last,  when  we  immediatelv  dispatched  the  necessary  orders  in  conse- 
quence to  the  different  gentlemen  emolov'd  in  pro\  Idin^  vour  investment.  The 

l  ^  O  »         »  I  O    . 

cargoes  now  shipped  on  the  Greni'ille  and  Kent,  as  well  as  those  prepared  for 
the  Pacific.,  Ponsborne  and  Admiral  Watson  evince  that  no  attention  hath 
been  wanting  on  our  part  to  comply  with  your  instructions. 

4.  The  Asia  we  have  sent  round  to  Bombay  with  a  cargoe  consisting  of 
7850  maunds  of  saltpetre,  and  we  have  made  it  our  request  to  that  Presidency 
either  to  extend  her  voyage  to  Canton  with  the  four  laaks  of  rupees  we  shipped 
on  board  for  the  purpose  of  your  China  investment,  or  to  dispatch  her  directly 
for  Europe,  as  may  be  thought  most  conducive  to  the  service. 

5.  The  Grenville,  now  dispatched  will  convey  to  you   1058  bales,  9080 
maunds  of  saltpetre  and  900  maunds  of  red  wood.  As  to  the  Pacifick,  our  orders 
direct  that  she  shall  touch  at  Fort  St.  George  to  receive  on  board  the  remaining 
investment  of  that  Presidency,  and  also  to  accommodate  General  Lawrence  with 
a  passage  to  Europe,  as  he  has  intimated  to  the  President  his  intention  of 
returning  this  season.    In  this  ship  we  send  six  laaks  of  rupees  to  be  forwarded 
from  Madrass  to  China  by  the  first  conveyance  :  and  also  a  cargoe  of  7660 
maunds  of  saltpetre  and  900  maunds  of  red  wood. 

6.  The  Speke  will  immediately  proceed  to  Bencoolen  with  stores  and  25 
chests  of  ophium  for  that  Presidency  and  six  laaks  of  rupees  for  the  supply  of 
vour  China  investment,  being  first  ordered  to  stop  at  Madrass  to  take  on  board 
such  additional  stores  as  the  gentlemen  there  may  think  proper  to  send  to 
Bencoolen,  from  whence  we  expect  she  will  be  dispatched  directly  for  Canton. 

7.  As  the  cargoes  for  the  Ponsborne  and  Admiral  Watson  are  already  in 
great  forwardness,  we  hope  to  dispatch  them  likewise  within  the  time  limited 
by  charter  party.    We  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  in  the  course  of  this 
letter  the  number  of  bales  remaining  in  the  ware  house  and  our  expectations 
from  the  factories  and  aurungs. 

8.  It  is  necessary  we  observe,  that  the  sum  we  proposed  furnishing  for 
the  China  investment  is  now  fully  compleated  and  dispatched  in  the  following 
manner  vizt..  four  laacks  in  the  Asia  by  the  wav  of  Bombav  ;  six  laaks  hi 

•*  4  -r  •> 

the  Speke  directly  for  Canton  ;  six  iaaks  in  the  Pacifick  to  be  lodged  at  Madrass 
until  an  occasion  offers  of  carrying  it  to  China  ;  two  laaks  in  the  Fort  St.  George, 
four  laaks  in  the  Bengal  Merchant  and  two  laaks  more  in  the  Carlisle^  country 
vessels,  to  be  also  deposited  at  Madrass ;  in  all  24  laaks  which  we  hope  will 
enable  the  gentlemen  residing  at  Canton  to  secure  a  large  and  valuable  invest- 
ment by  means  of  the  early  advances. 

9.  By  a  letter  we  lately  received  from  your  supra  cargoes,  we  understand 
that  the  remittance  made  last  year  from  hence,  by  the  Argo  frigate,  proved 
extremely  seasonable  and  useful!  to  the  provision  making  this  season.    We  have 
likewise  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  upon  the  same  authority,  that  Captain 
Affleck,  commander  of  the  frigate,  behaved  with  a  moderation  and  prudence 
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highly  beneficial  to  your  affairs,  which  we  hope  will  prove  no  way  injurious  to 
his  own  interest.  The  Chinese  refusing  to  admit  the  Argo  as  a  King's  ship, 
on  account  of  her  carrying  treasure  for  the  Company,  insisted  that  Captain 
Affleck  should  pay  duties  as  a  merchantman,  pleading  that  the  Centurion 
could  not  he  regarded  as  a  precedent  since  she  carried  nothing  on  board  and 
put  in  for  refreshment  only.  This  argument  they  urged  with  so  much  obsti- 
nacy that  unless  Captain  Affleck  had  prudently  yielded  to  its  conviction,  your 
ships  might  probably  have  returned  without  their  cargoes,  or  been  detained 
another  season. 

10.  By  a  letter  dated  the  25th  June  1764  which  the  President  received  from 
Air.  Dawson  Drake,  we  learn  that  the  Admiral  Pococke  is  happily  arrived  in 
China  after  escaping  a  variety  of  dangers.    Having  lost  her  passage  to  Europe 
and  22  of  her  crew,  she  put  into  the  port  of  Touron  in  Cochin  China  in  great 
distress  for  water  and  provisions,  and  remained  there  for  the  space  of  six 
months  and  eleven  days,  the  natives  treating  the  passengers  and  seamen  with 
the  greatest  humanity.    On  the  31st  of  May  1765,  the  day  before  the  Captain 
proposed  sailing,  Mr.  Drake  with  eleven  more  of  the  passengers  and  crew  wrere 
attacked  by  several  thousand  of  the  King's  troops.    They  stood  on  their  defence, 
and  in  the  tumult  that  ensued,  two  of  your  servants  Messrs  Fyfe  and  Nodes, 
Mr.  Orandan,  a  Spanish  gentleman  and  his  daughter  lost  their  lives. 

The  ship  was  afterwards  attacked  by  several  galleys,  but  without  success ; 
and  it  Is  imagined  that  either  revenge  for  the  death  of  a  native  murdered  by  the 
ship's  crew,  or  some  Intimation  of  the  treasure  on  board,  was  the  inducement 

to  this  perfidious  attempt. 

Mr.  Drake  proposed  taking  his  passage  on  a  Portuguese  ship  to  Madras. 

11.  As  we  had  no  immediate  service  for  the  Lapwing  packet,  and  that  she 
was  unfit  for  the  purpose  of  your  small  vessels  in  this  country,  we  have  thought 
It  adviseable  to  dispose  of  her  for  the  sum  of  14500  current  rupees,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  Master  Attendant's  report  entered  on  the  Consultation  the  25th 

November. 

12.  Besides  the  quantity  of  saltpetre  already  specified,  we  are  to  observe, 
that  we  shipped  hi  the  Admiral  Steevens  3000  maunds  of  that  article,  and  also 
750  bales  and  900  maunds  of  red  wood.    In  the  Lord  Anson  8000  maunds  of 
saltpetre  were  sent  by  the  way  of  Bombay,  and,  in  the  Diana  we  sent  round  8000 
maunds  more  to  be  transmitted  by  that  Presidency  or  disposed  of  as  they 
should  judge  expedient  to  your  interest. 

13.  By  consulting  the  articles  of  disbursements  from  the  treasury  and  also 
the  aurung  accounts  from  the  1st  of  May  1760  to  the  22nd  January  1766,  you 
will  see  the  several  advances  made  in  order  to  procure  a  considerable  investment 
for  this  season.    It  appears  from  the  following  statement  made  to  us  by  the 
Export  Ware  House  Keeper,  that  the  cargoe  of  the  Admiral  Steevens  amounted 
•to  7,94,000  rupees,  which  we  imagine  must  have  proved  very  acceptable  as  it 

will  probably  arrive  in  time  for  your  sales  in  March,  and  also  as  you  were  dis- 
appointed of  great  part  of  the  bales  intended  for  the  Bute,  which  could  not  be 
•received  on  board  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  our  last  address. 

14.  In  the  Grenville  we  have  shipped  a  cargoe  valued  at  8,37,350  rupees, 
and  the  Kent  carries  goods  amounting  to  8,58,675  rupees,  the  total  by  the  three 
ships  making  24,90,125  rupees. 
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15.  At  present  there  remains  In  the  ware  house  1007  bales,  and  we  have 
reason  to  expect  an  immediate  supply  of  1193  bales  ironi  the  factories  and 
aurungs,  but  should  we  even  be  disappointed  In  a  part  of  die  latter,  shere  will 
still  be  sufficient  to  compleat  cargoes  for  the  Ponsbar-tie  and  Admiral  V>*a:son  ; 
so  that  the  whole  investment  of  the  year  will  amount  to  thirty  seven  laaks. 

16.  From  the  aiming  transactions  above  mentioned,  It  appears,  there  now 
remains    an    outstanding    bailance    of    7,69,712-2-9    besides    the    advance    of 
8,30*000  rupees  already  made  towards  the  ensuing  investment,  and  as  we  are 

now  preparing  to  make  farther  very  considerable  advances,  we  have  the  fairest 
prospect  in  view  of  a  large  encrease. 

As  to  the  particulars  of  package  and  tonnage,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
accounts  of  the  Export  Ware  House  Keeper  Inserted  in  the  packet 

17.  You  will  perceive  a  deficiency  In  the  Cosslmbuzar  investment,  notwith- 
standing It  still  far  exceeds  the  provision  of  any  former  year.    This  Mr.  Senior 
ascribes  to  the  difficulty  which  the  Board  had  In  making  advances  of  money 
at  the  proper  season  to  secure  the  contracts,  and  also  to  the  bad  quality  of  the 
latter  bunds. 

We  cannot  however  help  giving  if  as  our  opinion  that  the  deficiency  arose 
in  some  measure  either  from  the  neglect  or  dishonesty  of  the  factory  gomastahf 
who  retained  In  his  own  hands  part  of  the  money  he  was  directed  to  advance 
the  weavers  to  secure  their  contracts  and  enable  them  to  fulfill  their  engage- 
ments. Mr.  Sykes  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  that  subordinate  are  now  exert- 
ing their  utmost  endeavours  to  repair  the  loss,  whence  we  entertain  hopes,  the 
disappointment  will  prove  inconsiderable. 


18.  It  is  with  satisfaction  we  observe  the  prospect  there  Is  your  books  \vi 
be  brought  up  in  the  manner  you  enjoin.    Those  ending  In  April  1765  are  now 
in  great  forwardness  and  shall  If  possible  be  transmitted  by  the  latter  dispatches. 
The  Subaccomptant  representing  to  us  how  much  It  would  assist  the  business 
of  his  office  If  printed  bonds  were  sent  out  with  vacant  spaces  for  the  names, 
sums  and  dates,  to  be  occasionally  filled  up  ;  we  enclose  a  form  of  the  same 
in  the  packet,  and  request  your  compliance  with  a  proposal  that  will  certainly 
facilitate  the  current  business. 

19.  The  Mint  Master's  accounts  delivered  In   to   the  Board  since  the 
Admiral  Steevens  was  dispatched  bring  the  books  of  that  department  up  to  the 
first  day  of  January  1766.    We  now  transmit  In  the  packet  the  sequel  of  the 
assay  and  mint  accounts  compleat  for  the  space  of  fourteen  months,  whereby 
you  will  observe  the  great  encrease  of  coinage  and  of  duties  arising  to  the 
Company,  as  well  as  the  advantages  resulting  to  the  Investment  and  to  indivi- 
duals from  the  improvements  in  the  dispatch  and  accuracy  of  the  business. 

20.  In  consequence  of  the  Mint  Master's  memorial  to  the  Select  Committee, 
referred  to  the  Board  and  transmitted  by  the  Admiral  Steevensf  we  have  also 
dkected  that  the  batta  on  sicca  rupees  shall  continue  to  fall  annually.  In  the 
usual  manner,  being  fully  persuaded  by  the  reasons  there  assigned,  that  the 
proposal  for  making  sicca  rupees  of  permanent  value,  would  prove  injurious  to 
the  Hon'ble  Company  and  dangerous  to  publlck  credit. 

21.  So  much  depends  on  our  receiving  due  supplies  of  arms*  that  we  most 
earnestly  request  you  will  comply  with  the  Military  Store  Keeper's  indents 
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which  go  in  this  packet.  We  are  also  to  beg  you  will  pay  the  utmost  attention 
to  the  quality  of  the  ordnance  and  small  arms  sent  to  this  Presidency,  since 
almost  all  those  lately  received  were  so  badly  tempered  as  not  to  bear  a  single 
proof.  Several  of  the  cannon,  even  the  brass  guns,  and  all  the  mortars  burst 
at  the  first  discharge  ;  and  we  may  affirm  that  the  barrels  and  locks  of  the  small 
arms  are  of  the  basest  composition  and  workmanship.  When  you  reflect  that 
on  vour  attention  to  this  circumstance  depends  the  security  of  the  great  reve- 
nues you  now  enjoy,  we  hope  we  will  stand  excused  for  repeating  our  desire 
that  a  matter  of  such  serious  consequence  may  not  be  overlooked. 

22.  The  accompanying  general  return  will  demonstrate  the  reduced  condi- 
tion of  the  European  infantry.    The  supply  of  recruits  this  and  the  last  season, 
fall  greatly  short  of  expectation  on  account  of  the  mortality  on  board  the 
Lord  Anson,  the  tedious  passages  made  by  the  other  transports  and  the  non- 
arrival  of  the  Hector  and  you  are  equally  sensible  with  us  of  the  great  danger 
of  resting  our  whole  dependance  on  seapoys  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  those 
troops  in  awe  by  a  respectable  body  of  Europeans.    Permit  us  therefore  to 
entreat  of  you,  that  the  establishment  may  be  compleated  agreeably  to  the 
plan  settled  before  Lord  Olive's  departure  from  England. 

23.  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  the  particulars  of  your  exports 
last  season,  since  you  will  find  every  thing  fully  explained  in  the  different 
accounts  transmitted  from  the  import  ware  house,  and  also  the  reparation 
for  deficiencies  made  by  the  commanders. 

24.  Our  last  dispatch  advised  you  of  the  amicable  manner  in  which  we 
adjusted  the  several  articles  of  restitution  with  Mr.  Law,  Commissary  General 
in  India,  for  his  most  Christian  Majesty.    This  gentleman  hath  since  made 
application  to  the  Board  for  four  small  districts  contiguous  to  Patna,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  French  Company,  and  as  these  are  certainly  included 
in  the  meaning  of  the  treaty  and  the  claim  properly  attested,  we  relinquished 
them  without  scruple,  being  desirous  of  removing  every  cause  of  altercation 
and  dispute  with  the  European  settlements  in  Bengal. 

25.  It  must,  however,  be  observed  that  our  endeavours  sometimes  fail  of 
producing  the  desired  effect.    The  investments  provided  by  the  different  nations 
ever  have  been  and  ever  will  remain  the  subject  of  mutual  complaints  and 
recrimination.    The  French  and  Dutch  having  both  lodged  repeated  complaints 
that  obstruction  was  given  to  their  people  by  your  servants  residing  at  the 
aurungs  to  superintend  the  cloths,  we  wrote  to  those  gentlemen  upon  the  subject, 
and  may  now  venture  to  declare,  not  only  upon  their  positive  affirmation,  but 
on  the  testimony  of  the  gomastahs  themselves,  that  almost  all  the  complaints 
are  frivolous  and  ill-founded.    No  interruption  has  ever  been  given  nor  vio- 
lence used  with  the  weavers,  further  than  obliging  them  to  comply  with  con- 
tracts made,  before  a  single  rupee  had  been  advanced  by  either  of  those  nations. 
In  fact  it  appears  the  Dutch  used  their  utmost  influence  to  seduce  the  weavers, 
by  extraordinary  prices  to  transfer  to  them  the  very  goods  bespoke  and  paid 
for  by  our  agents. 

26.  We  must  likewise  remark  that  the  Dutch  in  particular  seem  to  regard 
with  a  jealous  eye  our  flourishing  situation  in  Bengal,  and  listen  with  too  much 
attention  to  every  trifling  matter  of  dispute  betwixt  their  agents  and  ours ; 
ascribing  to  our  exertion  of  authority,  a  variety  of  circumstances  arising  from 
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accident,  and  the  \\ell  known  disposition  of  the  people  of  thl>  u*n::trv.    I  he 

i  [i  * 

eentltmen  stationed  at  the  aitrnn^s  ha\e  the  mo>i  pusithe  urder-  of  the  Buard 

O  ^>  A 

to  take  no  other  advantage  than  what  naturallv  tio\\>  from  their  making  e:ir!v 

CT1  *  (l  * 

contracts  and  advances  of  monev.    Xot  the  slightest  proof  appear-  of  their 

*  C  J,  i        A. 

deviating  from  our  instructions  ;  and  indeed  the  very  large  investment^  made 
during:  this  and  the  last  season  sufticientlv  e\ince  that  the  Dutch  ct»uM  rA«»t 
have  suffered  greatly  from  the  impediments  they  a  i  ledge,  and  may 
set  forth  to  their  constituents  \\ith  manv 


27. 


To  obviate  all  disputes  about  the  article  of  saltpetre,  we  delivered 

to  the  Dutch  agents  perhap>  a  larger  proportion  than  v\e  ought  r^L, 
58.474  maunds  ;  which  we  hope  will  he  considered  as  undeniable  evidence  t»f  the 

strict  attention  paid  to  your  orders  and  the  desire  we  have  to  promote  a  cordial 
friendship.  Certain  it  is,  the  two  nations  might  live  in  the  must  uninterrupted 
amity  were  the  example  we  give  of  moderation  followed  by  them  in  the  parts 
of  India  where  they  maintain  a  superior  influence. 

28.  How  much  the  conduct  of  the  Gmenior  and  Council   at   Malacca 
hath  deviated  from  that  justice  necessary  to  a  good   understanding  appear > 
from  their  violent  seizure  and  illegal  confiscation  of  the  cargoes,  to  the  amount 
of  68  chests  of  ophiurn,  of  the  Cornish  and  Xepliifie  snows,  vessels   which 

sailed  from  this  port  on  trading  voyages  to  the  eastward.  The  particulars 
of  this  extraordinary  proceeding  are  explicitly  set  forth  in  the  letters  from 
this  Presidency  to  the  [Governor j  General  of  Batavia,  copies  of  which  with  the 
several  relative  evidences,  we  now  transmit.  From  these  you  will  perceive  that 

we  could  not  a\oid  making  such  remonstrances,  without  sacrificing  the  duty  we 
owe  to  the  national  character,  your  interest  and  die  trade  of  this  settlement, 
to  the  tame  inclination  of  remaining  passive  under  every  injury  and  indignity. 

29.  Air.  Spencer  after  delivering  the  Government  in  charge  to  Lord  Clive, 

remained  here  in  a  private  station,  untill  the  month  of  October,  when  the 
favourable  season  returned  for  his  departure  to  Bombay,  pursuant  to  your 
orders.  Before  he  embarked  he  wrote  to  the  Board »  presenting  a  claim  to  the 
commission  of  21/*  per  cent  on  the  Company's  first  acquired  lands  from  the 
time  he  commenced  President  to  his  Lordship's  arrival ;  and  this  claim  appear- 
ing to  us  conformable  to  your  instructions,  we  issued  upon  that  account  from 
the  treasury  CRs.  893343-8,  being  the  sum  certified  by  the  Accountant  to  have 
arisen  during  that  period. 

30.  The  same  gentleman  having  likewise  submitted  to  the  Board,  whether 
the  usual  allowance  to  the  President  of  2,<HX)  Rs.  per  mensem  should  not  be 
continued  to  him  ;  we  also  directed  the  same  should  be  advanced  for  the  month 
of  May  only,  as  Mr.  Spencer  held  the  station  of  President  a  few  days  of  that 
month  ;   but  we  thought  ourselves  not  authorized  to  extend   the  allowance 
beyond  that  period  of  time. 

31.  We  also  took  this  occasion  to  acquaint  the  Presidency  of  Bombay, 
at  Mr.  Spencer's  desire,  that  we  would  duly  comply  with  such  drafts  as  the 
Mocha  supra  cargoes  should  find  necessary  to  compleat  their  investment  in 
coffee. 

32.  You  are  already  advised  of  Air.  Burdetf  s  resignation  on  pretence  of 
ill  treatment  from  the  President,  notwithstanding  he  long  before  declared  his 
intention  of  returning  to  Europe  in  consequence  of  having  acquired  a  very 
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opulent  fortune.  The  enquiry  regarding  the  teep  for  90,000  rupees  which  he 
received  from  Dulubram,  to  secure  services  which  he  never  performed,  YOU 
will  perceive  is  necessarily  suspended  ;  hy  reason  Mr.  Burdett  refuses  in  very 
express  terms  answering  to  the  authority  of  this  Board. 

He  now  requests  a  passage  in  the  Kent,  and  we  have  complied  with  his 
desire,  leaving  you  to  determine  from  what  appears  in  the  face  of  the  Con- 
sultations, whether,  Mr.  Burdett  has  actually  received  the  ill  treatment  he  re- 
presents? Whether  Doolubram  hath  not  a  just  claim  to  restitution  of  his  condi- 
tional obligation?  And  whether  the  President  could  in  duty  to  his  station 
avoid  taking  notice  of  Dulubram's  complaint  and  accusation? 

33.  From  the  opinions  delivered  in  Consultation  of  the  28th  October, 
you  will  observe  the  reasons  for  which  we  thought  it  necessary  to  suspend 
Mr.  Leycester  from  the  service.    These  reasons  will  further  appear  from  the 
following  resolution  of  that  day. 

'"Resolved  that  the  Minute  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Leycester  on  the  18th 
Instant,  is  a  most  gross  and  injurious  Reflection  upon  the  Honor  and  justice 
of  our  Consultations.  That  all  the  Assertions  and  Insinuations  therein  con- 
tained, relating  to  the  Establishment  of  Military  Power,  in  subversion  of  our 
Laws  and  Constitution,  are  false,  scandalous  and  malicious ;  and  that  a  Para- 
graph expressing  our  Abhorrence  and  Detestation  of  the  same  be  inserted  in 
our  next  General  Letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors." 

To  the  above  paragraph  we  shall  only  beg  leave  to  add,  that  had 
Mr.  Leycester  conducted  himself  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  moderation 
in  his  avowed  opposition,  and  had  he  avoided  a  behaviour  the  most  factious 
and  seditious,  he  might  at  this  instant  be  exerting  in  your  service  that  vehement 
zeal  which  he  professes  to  entertain  for  your  honor  and  interest. 

34.  A  few  days  after  Mr.  Leycester's  suspension,  Mr.  Gray  thought  proper 
to  resign  your  service  for  such  reasons  as  he  assigns  in  a  remonstrance  con- 
sisting of  90  pages  in  folio,  wrhich  he  delivered  in  to  the  Board  since  the  ships 
were  under  dispatch.    When  you  have  patiently  perused  that  angry  expostu- 
lation, we  then  appeal  to  your  judgement  whether  we  could  in  duty  to  our 
constituents,  delay  your  cargoes  untill  we  had  replied  to  every  charge  dictated 
by    the    passion,    the    prejudices    and    the    resentment    of    this    declamatory 
memorialist? 

Examine  the  evidences  delivered  in  upon  oath  before  the  Board — Reflect 
upon  Mr.  Gray's  leaving  the  country  before  he  has  offered  to  refute  or  invali- 
date them,  and  then  determine  whether  Mr.  Gray  has  accumulated  the 
handsome  fortune  he  now  enjoys,  by  the  gradual  advances  of  fair  trade,  the 
toil  of  industry  and  the  rewards  of  services  performed  to  his  masters ;  or 
rather,  whether  he  hath  not  obtained  very  large  sums,  and  nearly  to  the 
amount  of  his  whole  fortune,  by  unwarrantable  acts  of  violence,  by  forbidden 
and  illicit  presents  and  by  the  undue  exertion  of  an  authority  always  injurious 
to  your  interest,  because  it  is  destructive  of  the  tranquillity  and  happiness 
of  this  country? 

^ 

We  arc  further  to  remark,  that  notwithstanding  the  whole  proceedings  of 
the  Board  relative  to  the  enquiry,  have  been  delivered  near  a  month  ago  to 
Mr.  Gray,  he  has  yet  made  no  reply  ;  whence  we  are  prevented  from  coming 
to  any  resolution  ;  and  as  the  proceedings  have  swelled  to  an  enormous  bulk, 
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we  bee  leave  to  transmit  in  the  packet  an  abxtrait  ut  the  particuiai-*  full1 
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proved  upo: 
themselves. 


* 

proved  upon  oath,  the  truth  YOU  mav  prove  bv  reference  to  te 

JL  JL  *  *        X  * 


35.  Some  months  since  Mr.  Senior  desired  our  pcrmis-iun  :u  return  to  the 

Presidency  with  a  view  of  preparing  for  his  intended  voyage  to  Europe  :  upur; 
which  we  appointed  Mr.  Sykcs  to  his  station  at  Cossimbuzar.  During  hi? 
residence  here  Mr.  Senior  attended  the  business  of  the  Board,  and  now  re>ign> 
the  service,  taking  his  passage  on  the  Grenvvlc  ;  as  do  likewise  Messrs  Leyct-jsier 

and  Grav. 

*• 

36.  Those  testimonies  which  their  faithful  1  strvkes  merited,  we  cheat- 

fully  bestowed  on  the  Captains  Svvinton  and  Stables,  who  have  desired  leave 
to  resign.  The  former  of  those  gentlemen  goes  passenger  in  a  French  ship, 
the  latter  takes  his  passage  in  the  Gremillc.  \Ve  are  also  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  Captains  McLean,  Scotland,  Brown,  Whyte.  Hudson  and  Lieutenant 
Rowe  have  been  permitted  to  resign,  and  propose  returning  by  the  next  oppor- 
tunity that  offers  of  a  passage  to  England. 

37.  As  we  Imagine  it  would  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  your  affairs  to 
admit  gentlemen  into  the  service,  who  by  long  residence  In  Bengal  have 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Grant 
to  such  station  or  employ  men  t  on  your  civil  establishment,  as  you  may  judge 
the  most  suitable  to  his  advanced  years,  his  confessed  experience  and  his 
long  services  hi  a  military  capacity. 

38.  Captain  Henry  Wedderburn  determining  to  return  to  Europe,  we 

think  It  Incumbent  on  us  to  recommend  him  to  your  particular  regard,  in 
consideration  of  the  very  essential  services  he  has  done  the  Company  ;  more 
especially  In  course  of  the  late  war  with  Cosslm  Aly  and  Sujah  Dowla,  during 
which  he  had  the  direction  of  the  several  expeditions  by  water,  all  of  which 
he  conducted  with  great  courage  and  abilitv.  We  likewise  take  this  oppor- 
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tunity  of  requesting  a  station  on  your  civil  establishment  to  Air.  Charles 
Wedderburn,  nephew  to  the  above  gentleman.  He  was  for  some  time  employ- 
ed in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  Is  now  recommended  to  us  as  \vell  qualified 
for  your  service. 

39.  When  the  last  ship  \\as  dispatched,  the  multiplicity  of  affairs  In  hand, 
would  not  permit  us  to  come  to  any  resolution  respecting  the  charge  of  neglect 
brought  against  Mr.  Lacam,  Muster  Master  on  the  new  works.    We  have  since 
enquired  very  particularly  Into  that  gentleman's  conduct  and  character,  both 
of  wiiich  are  so  unexceptionable,  that  we  cannot  In  justice  to  him   avoid 
repeating  what  has  been  often  recommended,  that  you  will  promote  him  on 
vour  civil  establishment,  In  reward  of  the  sobriety,  diligence  and  Integrity 
he  hath  shewn  during  the  course  of  four  years  spent  In  your  service, 

40.  The  writers  mentioned  in  your  appointment  for  the  present  year  are 
all  arrived  except  Mr.  Purling,  who  obtained  your  permission  to  go  round 
by  the  way  of  China.    They  are  placed  in  the  different  offices  and  many  of 
them  conveniently  lodged  In  the  barracks  of  the  New  Fort,  whereby  they  are 
eased  from  trie  burthen  of  a  heavy  rent  charge  at  a  time  when  the  growing 
number  of  inhabitants  hath  raised  that  article  to  a  most  unreasonable  and 
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exorbitant  expence.  We  must  likewise  observe  that  your  encreased  influence 
and  revenues  in  this  country  hath  so  widely  extended  the  nature  of  business, 
that  we  find  It  absolutely  necessary  the  number  of  junior  servants  for  this 
establishment  should  be  considerably  enlarged. 

41.  From  the  Consultations  it  appears  that  a  great  variety  of  promotions 
were  made  in  consequence  of  the  resignations  and  also  of  your  orders  for  a 
new  arrangement  of  the  military  establishment.  In  granting  commissions,  we 
paid  all  possible  regard  to  the  character  and  capacity  of  the  several  gentlemen 
promoted,  most  of  whom  have  been  very  particularly  recommended  as  men 
of  merit,  'or  had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  station  of  volunteers.  In  a 
word  it  is  our  desire  that  the  officers  should  be  entirely  composed  of  persons 
of  education,  of  honor  and  of  ability. 

42.  At   the   request   of   the   Presidency   of   Bombay,   we    sent   back    the 
sepoys  and  topasses  of  that  detachment:  but  detained  the  European  ^  soldiers 
on  account  of  the  great  deficiency  in  the  number  proposed  to  be  maintained 
at  this  Presidency.  ^  In  the  Solebay  went  117  sepoys,  for  whom  we  advanced 
to  the  commander  of  the  ship  at  'the  rate  of  two  Arcot  rupees  per  diem  for 
three  men,  and  two  rupees  each  to  the  surgeon.    The  I o passes  were  sent  round 
in  the  Asia,  we  making  die  usual  allowance  of  %  rupee  each  day  to  Captain 
Inglis. 

43.  Captain  Martin,  the  Chief  Engineer,  encloses  in  the  packet  the  usual 
report  of  the  progress  made  in  the  new  works,  which  have  already  incurred 
an  expence  far  beyond  expectation,  and  more  than  adequate  we  fear  to  their 
utility. 

Upon  receipt  of  your  orders  we  relinquished  all  thoughts  of  erecting  forti- 
fications at  Chittagong,  and  confined  our  views  solely  to  the  constructing  a 
factory  for  the  convenience  of  your  servants  and  investment.  We  have  lately 
received  a  letter  from  the  Chief  and  Council  wherein  they  offer  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  ware  houses  will  be  quite  sufficient,  with  respect  to  which  we 
have  yet  come  to  no  final  resolution. 

44.  Taking  into  consideration  the  expediency   of  erecting  cantonments 
and  establishing  headquarters  at  Patna,  Mon[g]heer  and  Cossimbuzar,  for  the 
greater  security  of  the  provinces  and  facility  of  sending  off  detachments  to 
assist  In  the  collections,  or  suppress  such  tumults  as  may  arise  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  we  referred  the  same  to  the  judgement  of  the  field  officers. 
Their    sentiments   appear   in   the   Consultations ;    and   we   have    accordingly 
directed  Captain  Martin  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Cossimbuzar  to  superintend 
the  works  intended  in  that  neighbourhood,  which  we  expect  to  compleat  at  the 
expence  of  2l/i  or  three  laaks  of  rupees,  at  the  highest  estimation.    Those  at 
Patna  we  compute  will  amount  to  nearly  the  same  expence,  but  at  Mongheer 
little  more  than  repairs  and  a  few  additions  will  be  necessary. 

45.  The  very  incommodious  situation  of  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Patna 
since  the  demolition  of  the  factory  by  Cossim  Aly,  determined  us  to  convert 
the  kella  into  a  factory  house  for  the  greater  security  of  your  investment, 
as  well  as  convenience  of  your  servants.  The  Nabob  has  now  removed  from 
thence  with  his  family  and  we  expect  the  Chief  will  take  possession  in  a  few 
days.  But  here  we  think  it  necessary  to  remark  that  we  never  proposed  to 
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incur  the  expence  of  building  regular  fortifications,  but  only  to  rcndtr  the 
place  defensible  against  slight  and  sudden  attacks. 

46.  The   Master  Attendant  having  represented   to   us  the  ercat   incon- 

OF  C7 

veniencc  of  sending  the  Company's  vessells  round  to  Bombay  to  be  repaired, 
and  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  Company  and  the  publick 
from  culling  a  ship  and  making  ways  for  hea\ing  Miiall  vessells  abcne  high 
water  mark,  we  thought  the  proposal  so  useful!,  that  the  Chief  Engineer  was 
directed  to  survey  the  spot  of  ground  recommended  for  this  purpose.  His 
report  to  the  Board  is,  that  it  can  be  attended  with  no  detriment  either  to 
the  old  fort  or  the  new  works;  and  \\e  have  accordingly  directed  the  plan 
to  he  executed  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

47.  Upon  the  Zemindar's  representation,  we  ha\e  also  advanced  to  the 
amount  of  6,000  rupees  towards  the  building  a  cuteherry,  under  direction  of 
Mr.  Fortnom,  the  Civil  Architect. 

4S.  We  communicated  to  Mr.  Chummier  his  appointment  10  the  direction 
of  the  raw  silk  investment,  for  which  he  requests  your  acceptance  of  his  grateful 
thanks,  but  applies  to  the  Board  that  he  may  be  indulged  \uth  an  allowance 
of  two  months  to  compleai  a  scheme  in  which  he  is  engaged  at  a  considerable 
expence. 

49.  We  are  further  to  acquaint  you,  that  upon  the  Select  Committee's 
recommendation,  we  thought  it  advisable  to  recall  the  member  of  the  Board 
Resident  at  Midnapore,  and  to  appoint  Mr.  John  Graham  to  transact  the 
business  of  that  province,  under  direction  of  Mr.  Verelst,  nominated  Supra  visor 

of  the  Revenues  by  the  Committee,  and  approved  by  the  Council. 

50.  Before  we  close  this  address,  we  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you, 
that  private  letters  to  this  Presidency  bring  advice  of  the  Argo  frigate's  arrival 
at  Malacca,  after  sustaining  a  violent  gale  of  wind  in  which  she  carried  away 
her   main   and   mizen   masts.    The   same   letters   further   acquaint    us,   that 
Capt,  Biron  arrived  safe  at  Batavia,  having  made  his  passage  round  Cape 
Home. 

51*.  We  must  also  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  encouragement  and 
protection  Gerard  Gustavus  Du  Care!1  a  young  gentleman  who  had  in- 
advertently signed  the  remonstrance  from  the  junior  servants,  but  OB  recollec- 
tion thought  proper  to  request  his  name  might  be  erased  from  just  sense  of 
the  impropriety  of  his  presuming  to  pass  judgment  on  the  measures  of  those 
who  are  entrusted  by  you  with  the  administration. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

Honble  Sirs, 

Fort  William,  Your  faithful!  humble  servants, 

29th  January  1766.  Clive  /  Win.  Brightvveil  Sunmer'John 

[Original  per  Grenville  Carnac  /  Harry  Verelst  /  Francis  Sykes  / 

Duplicate  per  Kent]  Hugh  Watts. 


*  This  paragraph  is  missing  from  ihe  other  copv. 
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Register  of  bills  of  exchange  per  ship  Grenville  @  2s.  /4d.  and  365  days 


To  "d 


granted 


John  White  ..... 
William  Clutterbuck  .  . 
John  Rohinson  .  .  .  . 
George  Scott  ..... 
Geo.  Scott  Acct.  Jas.  Nicol 
Barthow.  Plaisted  .... 
John  Nollekins  .  .  .  . 
Thomas  Lewis  .... 
John  Adams  .  .  .  . 
Thomas  Woodward  .  . 


£  sterg-s-d 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

300-  0-  0 

200-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

50-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 


James  Rees       .  . 

Reynold  Thomas  . 

j 

Anthony   Polier  . 

* 

John  Fortnom 

Pitt  Lethieullier  . 

Peter  Gallopine  . 

Charles  Blomer  . 


500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 


Wm.  Brightwell  Summer  .     1000-  0-  0 


Hugh  Bailie      ..... 

Richard  Wills        .'  .    .    . 

Robt.  Burrel  Acct.  Archi- 
bald Keir 

Do.  Acct.  Andrew  Wil- 
liams   

William  Richardson      .    . 

Jacob  Rider  Acct.  Wm. 
Walker  

Robert  Todd     ..... 

Robert  Todd     .    ,    ,    .    . 

W.  B.  Sumner  in  full  for 
coral  Imported  per  ship 
Kent  1760 

Russell     Skinner     Accot. 

Sarah  Mapletoft     .    .    . 

Do.  Accot.  Mary  Bodley  . 

Do.    Accot.    Estate    James 
Humphrys 

Do.  Accot.  Wm.  Smith     . 
Do.  Accot.  Mary  Rowland 

Do,  Accot.  Thos,  Rumbokl 


500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 


To  whom  payable 

Himself  

John  Maggot 

Himself  

Robt.  Bogle  and  Wm.  Scott 

James  Nicol 

Thomas  Burnet  .  .  . 
James  Forster  .... 

Himself 

Eleanor  Adams  .... 
Marmaduke  Williams  and 

the     Revd.     Mr.     Jno. 

Woodward 

Charles  Dingley    .  •  .     .    . 

John  Maggot 

Himself 

Himself 

Himself 

Daniel  Gallopine 

William     Ferguson 
Susanna  Perreau    .     .     . 

The  Revd.  Mr.  Robt.  Sum- 
ner Culling  Smith  and 
Wm.  Birch 

Himself 

Himself 


and 


500-  0-  0     Gilbert  Bertram    .    . 


151-  4-  0 
500-  0-  0 

60-  0-  0 
250-  0-  0 
250-  0-  0 


George  Dunbar 
Charles  Dingley 

William  Walker 
Himself  .  .  . 
Himself  .  .  . 


CRsAsPe. 

4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
2571-  7-  0 
1714-  4-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
428-  9-  0 


4285-11-  6 

4285-1 1-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 


8571-  7-  0 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 

1296-  0-  0 
4285-11-  6 

514-  4-  6 
2142-13-  9 
2142-13-  9 


1308-  8-  0 

200-  0-  0 
186-  4-  0 

295-  0-  0 
145-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 


George      Wilson      Accot. 

George  Thompson     .     .  11214-13-  9 

John  Zephaniah  Holwell  .     1714-  4-  6 
Marv  Bodlev 1596-  0-  0 


Thomas  Tydd 

John  Freake 

Mary  Rowland      .    .    .     . 
Messrs      Nettleton      and 

Becher       , 


2528-  9-  0 
1242-13-  6 
4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 
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To  whom  granted 

Do.  Accot.  Marv    Bradlev 

*  a 

Do.  Accot.  John  Cox    ,    . 

Do.  Accot.  Isaac  Sage  .    . 

Do.  Accot.  Estate      Saml. 

Howet 


Do.  Accot.  Benjn.     \V 
ing 

Thos.  Forbes  Junr.  . 
Thos.  Cooke      .    .    . 
Do.  ..... 

James  Scotland     .    . 
David  McKenzie 
Ditto  .... 

William  Majendic     . 


John  Taylor 

Elizth.  Herbert  .... 
Right  Hon'ble  Lord  Clive 
General  Carnac  .... 

Thos.    Woodward    Accot. 

Jno.  Reed       

The  Hon'bie  Chas.  Stuart 

Do.  

Cudbert  ThoiBill  .... 

John  Browne 

Robt.  Hunter 

Major  Hector  Munro  .  , 
Wm.  Bolts  Accot.  Elizth. 

Fenwicke  

Jas.  Lawreli  Accot.  Thos. 

McDonald 

Benjn.  Randall  Acct.  Geo. 
Thomas     ...... 

Do.  Acct.  Win.  Hessman  . 
Anthony  Roots  .  .  .  . 

John  Knott 

Harry  Verelst 

Walter  Wiikins     .    .     .    . 

Henry  Plowman  .  .  .  - 
Sir  Robt.  Fletcher  .  .  . 
Thomas  Motte  .  .  .  . 
John  Carrier  .  .  .  .  , 

James  Moffat 

Chas.  Stafford  Plavdell     , 


£  ster?-s-d 

o 


To  i^k 


-  6-  6 
-19-  9 

-  ft-  0 


5T»0-  0-  0 


Marv  Bradlev    ..... 
Tob^"  Cox       * 

3  *7llj,jM       \_»V/jA  *  •  .  .  »  • 

Tohn  Sac^e     ...... 

J  C? 

Mrs.   Elizth.   Gosling   and 

't- 

Ann  Susanna,  Sarah  and 


CR5--ls.Pt'. 

-i  i  —  ••  -    -> 

•*JL  •*.  i  '  i-      -» 
^,'T^  "1     "     *. 


f 


42V5-H- 


280-  0-  0 
500-  0-  (1 

Benjamin  Wilding    .     ,     . 
Thos.  Forbes  Scnr,  .     .    . 

2400-  0-  n 
4285-13-  6 

371-  9-  8 

Himself     ....... 

3184-  2-  0 

120-  0-  0 

Himself     ....... 

1028-  9-  n 

500-  0-  0 

Himself     .         ..... 

42S5-11-  6 

k^  \.?  i,^       i  u       ^  * 

300-  (1-  0 

Henry  Davidson  .... 

2571-  6-  9 

200-  0-  0 

Himself     ....... 

1714-  4-  6 

500-  0-  0 

Revd.  Mr.  Majendie     •     . 

42S5-H-  6 

Messrs  Beecher  & 

500-  0-  0 

Xettleton        ..... 

42S5-11-  6 

500-  0-  0 

Herself      ....... 

4285-11-  6 

2000-  0-  0 

Himself     ....... 

17142-14-  0 

I  (100-  0-  0 

Jno.  Walsh  and  Geo.  Clive 

S571-  7-  n 

250-  0-  0 
25641-  7 
178-10-  1 
500-  0-  0 

350-  0-  0 

500-  0-  (I 

1000-  0-  0 

100-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

100-  ft-  0 
375-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

1000-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

500-  (I-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
280-  0-  0 
214-12-  0 
1000-  0-  0 


Leonard  Ellington    .    . 
Himself    ...... 

Do,  ...... 

John  Mackmath   .    .    . 

Sir  William  Mayne  ,     . 

Himself 
Himself 


2142-13-  9 
2199-  4-  0 
1530-  1-  0 
4285-11-  6 

3000-  0-  0 

428541-  6 
857!-  7-  0 


Mrs.  Elizth.  Fenwicke  .     .      857-  2-  3 
Thomas  McDonald   .     .    .    4285-11-6 


Maria  Thomas  .... 
William  Hessman  .  .  . 
Himself  ....... 

Himself 

Himself 

Messrs      Nraleton       and 
Beecher 

Himself 

Jno.  and  Jas.  Webster  .  . 
Miss  Elizth.  Motte  .  .  . 
Siephen  Law  .  .  .  ,  . 
Andrew  Moffat  .  ,  .  . 
J.  Z.  Holweli  and  Wm. 
Birch 


857-  2-  3 
3114-  4-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
8571-  7-  0 

4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
2400-  0-  0 
1839-  4-  6 


8571-  7- 


«•»»-  £ 
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To  whom  granted 

Messrs  Vansittart  and 
Plowman  in  full  return 
for  one  chest  of  coral 
heads  marked  LL  No.  5 
i  in  ported  per  ship 
Ctienuiri'on  1764  .  .  . 

Messrs  John  stone  and 
PC  trie  Attos.  to  John 
Johnstone  ..... 

James  Lister     ..... 

Russell  Skinner  account 
Geo.  Williamson  .  .  . 

Messrs  Vansittart  and 
Plowman  in  full  return 
for  Jewells  imported  per 
ship  Hawke  in  1761  .  . 

Francis  Scott  ..... 
William  Bolts  .  .  .  . 
Ralph  Leycester  Accot. 
Francis  Charhon  .  .  . 
Fitz  Owen  Jones  .... 
Richard  Harwell  .  .  .  . 

Do.  in  full  return  for  coral 
heads  imported  per  ship 
Lord  Anson  in  1761  .  . 

Giles  Sribbert    ..... 

Arthur  Ahmutv    .    .    .    . 

* 

Joseph  Jekyll     ..... 

jL^'V,/*  ••••!••  • 

J.  Z.  Kiernander       .    .    . 
Gideon  Johnstone     .    .    . 

Samuel  Middleton    .    .    . 
Do.  ....... 

Simeon  Droz  ...... 

Do.  Acct.  James  Watts     . 
Menzies  Bailie      .    .    .    . 

Alexander  Cambell       .    . 
Harry  Palmer  ..... 

• 

John  Hutchinson      .    .    . 

Claude  De  la  Porte  .    .    . 
John  Holme      ..... 


£  sterg-s-d      To  whom  payable 


CRs.As.Pe. 


455-19-  5     Judah  Supino 3908-  5-  3 


1000-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 


400-  7-11 

479-  5-  6 
500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 


John  Bathoe 
Mathew  Allen  Junr. 
William  Lambert     . 


3525-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
400-  0-  0 

100-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
126-  0-  0 
200-  0-  0 
300-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
200-  0-  0 
50-  0-  0 

130-  0-  0 
103-12-  0 
187-  7-11 
420-  0-  0 
49-18-  8 
500-  0-  0 


Samuel      Hannay      Saml. 

Swinton  and  Jno.  Grant 

Himself 

Mrs.  Alice  Forster  and 

Maximilian  Western 


8571-  7-  0 
4285-11-  6 


4285-11-  6 


Messrs      Gumpertz 
Havman    .     .     . 

+ 

John  Adams  .  . 
John  Misenor 

William  Bar  well  . 
Samuel  Rush  .  . 
Himself  .... 


and 


3431-15-  3 

4108-  1-  0 
4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 


William  Harwell    .     .     .     . 

Himself 

Himself 

Himself 

Math.    Walker    and    Jno. 

Walker  

Lewis  Brown 

Jno.  Johnstone  &  Saml. 

Swinton 

Henry  Hastings    .    .     .     . 

Anne  Lane        

Charles  Boileau     .    .    .    . 

John  Watts 

Himself     ....... 

Thos.  Rous 

James  Shaw 

Benjamin  Randall    .     .    . 

Mrs.  Ferrand 

Thos.  Holme 

Himself     ....... 

Himself 

Mathew  Allen  Senr.     .     . 
James  Hallet    ,     ,    . 


30214-  4-  6 

4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 

3428-  9-  0 

857-  2-  3 
4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 

428541-  6 
4285-11-  6 
1080-  0-  0 
1714-  4-  6 
2571-  6-  9 
4285-11-  6 
1714-  4-  6 
428-  9-  0 

1114-  4-  6 
888-  0-  0 

1606-  3-  9 

3600-  0-  0 
428-  0-  0 

4285- IK  6 
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To  whom  granted 

John  Fortnom      .... 

Messrs      Vansittart      and 

Plowman  in  full  return 
for  1  chest  of  coral  beads 

ME 

marked     *  _     No.  1   Ini- 
F 

ported    per     ship    Lord 
Clive  1763       

Messrs  Vansittart  and 
Plowman  in  full  return 
for  !  chest  of  coral  beads 
marked  ME  No.  1  im- 
ported per  ship  Earl  o/ 
Ashburnham  in  the  year 
1762  

Messrs  Vansittart  and 
Plowman  in  full  return 
for  I  chest  of  coral  heads 
marked  DS  No.  2  im- 
ported per  Earl  of 
Ashburnham  1762  .  . 

Messrs  Vansittart  and 
Plowman  in  full  return 
for  1  chest  of  coral  heads 
marked  [symbol]  No.  34 
imported  per  ship 
Caernarvon  1764  .  .  . 

Messrs  Vansittart  and 
Plowman  in  full  return 
for  two  chests  coral 
heads  marked  AB  No.  23 
&  24  imported  per  ship 
Lord  Clive  1763  .  .  . 

Messrs  Vansittart  Plow- 
man in  full  return  for 
one  chest  of  coral  beads 
mark'd  [symbol]  No.  4 
per  ship  Plassey  in  1763  . 

Russell  Skinner     .... 
Brvan  Scotney  ..... 

if  <r 

Robert  Sanderson      .    .    . 
Hugh  Watts     ..... 


£  sterg-s-d     To  -siiom  pa\Me 

30-  0-  0     Himself     .    .    .    . 


CR*.As.Pe. 

257-  2-  3 


128-  0-  II     Hananiel  Mendez  da  Costa 


-  3 


Hananiel  Mendez  da  Costa 


-W-  9 


160-16-  9     Abraham  Lew  Sonsino    .     137S-  9- 


488-  9-  9     Judah  Siipino  . 


4184-  6-  9 


1784-16-  3     George  Challoncr  . 


.  15298-  6-  3 


881-  6-  5 

500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

1000-  0-  0 


Jacob  Moseh  and  Raphael 
Franco       7554-  3-  9 


4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 

4285-11-6 


*    « 


Jas.  Arnyatt  Accot.  John  .) 
Orfeus  Yates     .    .    .    .f 

John  Holme    ,    .    ,    .    ,      187-10- 


Joseph  Skinner     .... 

Himself 

Himself      ...... 

Jas.      Farquh  arson      and 
Thos.  Wans  .    .    .    .    .    8571-7-0 

Geo.   Clive  Yng.   Burgess 

and  James  Amyaii    .    .    4285-11-  6 

Thos.  Holm?    ,    .    ,    .    ,     1607-  2-  0 
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To  whom  granted 


£  sterg-s-d 


_  Q_ 


Page  Keble  Accot.  Robt.  .] 
Campbell  ......  J 

Page  Kebie  ......      500-  0-  0 

Do!  Accot.  John  Davidson      500-  0-  0 


Ralph  Winwood   .... 
Thos.  Pearson 

William  Hutchinson     .    . 
Randolph  Marriott  Junr.  . 

Francis  Robertson     .    .    . 
Francis  Hare     ..... 

Patrick  Duff 

Henry  Grant 

John  Cummings  .... 
William  MacPherson  .    . 

James  Ellis 

Thos.  Anderson    .... 

James  Campbell    .... 

Alexander  Champion    .    . 

Hugh  Grant 

Harry  Verelst  Accot.         .1 

Elizth.  Massev  .    .    .    .  f 

,  * 

Do.    Accot.    Mrs.    Elizth. 
Beard 

Archibald  Swinton  Accot. 
the  estate  of  John 
Downies     ...... 

George  Vansittart     .    .    . 

Philip  Milner  Dacres      .    . 

Russell  Skinner  Accot. 
Thos.  Tydd 

John  Wood       

Ralph  Leycester  Accot. 

Francis  Russell  .... 
Do.  Accot.  John  Cartier  . 

Edward  Ward 

John  Petrie 

Jas.  Lawrell  Accot.  John 

Graham 

Randolph  Marriott  Senr.  . 

Do. 

Gilbert  Ironside    .... 

James  Logan 

Edward  Stephenson       .    . 
James  Winslev      .    ,    ,    . 

"  4 


500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

100-  0-  0 

1000-  0-  0 

200-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

100-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

50-12-  8 


To  whom  payable 

Robert  Campbell      .     .    . 

Himself 

Messrs        Beecher        and 
Nettleton 

Himself 

Himself 

John  Misenor 

The  Revd.  Dr.  Randolph 

Marriott 

John  Bigger 

Lady  Fleming 

John  Duff 

Himself 

John  Mackenzie    .... 
William  Ferguson    .     .    . 

Himself          

Jno.     Walsh     and     Geo. 

v_jii  v  e      ....... 

Do.    ...    Do 

John  Edison 

Alexander  Grant  .... 

Richd.      Beecher      Accot. 

Elizth.  Massev  .... 


CRs.As.Pe. 


4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 

857-  2-  3 


8571-  7-  0 
1714-  4-  6 
4285-11-  6 
857-  2-  3 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-6 

4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 

434-  8-  3 


361-11-9     Elizabeth  Beard    ....    3099-5-3 


500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
220-  0-  0 


Archibald  Swinton  . 

Himself 

Thomas  Stone  Street 


500-  0-  0     Thomas  Tvdd  . 


500-  0-  0 
395-  0-  0 

720-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

105-  0-  0 

252-  0-  0 
100-  0-  0 
30-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
150-  0-  0 


Himself 

Willm.  Russell  and  Luke 

Scrafton 

Stephen  Law 

Himself     ....... 

Himself 

William  Shewen  .    .    .    . 

William  Browne  .    .    .    . 
Mary  Marriott      .    .    .     . 

Himself 

Robert  Hepburn       .     .    . 
George  Browne     .    . 
Himself 


4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 
1885-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 

3385-11-  6 
6171-  6-  9 
4285-11-  6 
4285-11-  6 

900-  0-  0 

2160-  0-  0 

857-  2-  3 

257-  2-  3 

4285-11-  6 

4285-11-  6 

1285-11-  6 


31    JANTARY    1766 


37! 


To  whom  granted 

o 


£  sterg-s-d 

o 


.    ,       150-  0-  0 
Francis  Svkca 1000-  ft-  11 


Harry  Verelst 

Do.  in  full  return  for 
one  chest  of  coral  beads 
Imported  per  ship 
Grenville  


5(10-  0-  0 


427-  2-  6 


Himself     .    .    .    . 
Robt.    Xettleion. 
Beech  er     and     Culling 

Smith    ....... 

George  Grav  Senr.   .    .     . 


Hananicl       Mendez       da 
Costa     .     . 


S571-  7-  0 
4285-11-  6 


25 

LETTER  DATED  3!  JANUARY  1766 

Advantages  of  acquisition  of  Diwani — highly  satisfactory  condition  of  the 
revenues — urge  restriction  on  export  of  specie — reduction  in  military  expenses — 
regulation  of  inland  trade — increase  in  rent  from  Calcutta  lands — embezzle- 
ment of  Midnapore  revenues — observations  OH  Johnstone^s  defence — sub- 
versive activities  of  Leicester  and  Gray — insubordinate  conduct  of  junior 
servants  on  strengthening  the  Board  with  civilians  from  Madras — suspension 
of  Majendie — negotiations  with  the  Marathas  for  cession  of  ihe  northern  part 
of  Orissa  for  a  stipulated  annual  revenue. 

JL  O  the  Hon'blc  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon*ble  United  Com- 
pnny  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  the  sequel  of  those  proceedings 
of  the  Select  Committee  which  were  dispatched  the  30th  September  by  the 
Admiral  Stevens  and  also  a  duplicate  of  our  letter  of  that  date. 

2.  The  conjectures  we  then  formed  with  respect  to  the  system  which  the 
Committee  found  it  necessary,  have  in  the  event  corresponded  to  our  warmest 
expectations,  and  it  is  with  extreme  satisfaction  we  can  assure  you  that  a  happy 
prospect  is  daily  opening  to  our  view  of  security  and  opulence  to  the  Company. 
Money  flowing  into  your  treasury,  contentment  expressed  by   the  country 
government  and  peace  deffusing  her  blessings  throughout  every  district  of  the 
Nabob's  dominions,  are  to  us  the  most  pleasing  testimonies  of  the  rectitude 
of  the  measures  we  pursued  when  the  late  grants  were  obtained.    The  more 
we  reflect  on  the  situation  of  your  affairs  the  stronger  appear  the  reasons  for 
accepting  the  dewanee  of  these  provinces  by  which  alone  we  could  establish 
a  power  sufficient  to  perpetuate  the  possessions  we  hold  and  the  influence  we 
enjoy.     While  the  Nabob  acted  in  quality  of  collector  for  the  Mogul  the 
means  of  supporting  our  military  establishment  depended  upon  his  pleasure. 
In  the  most  critical  situations  while  we  stood  balancing  on  the  extreme  border 
of  destruction,  his  stipulated  payments  were  slow  and  deficient.    The  revenues 
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were  often  withheld  by  disaffected  rajahs  and  turbulent  zemindars,  who  des- 
pised the  weakness  of  his  government ;  or  they  were  squandered  in  profusion 
or  dissipated  in  corruption  the  never  failing  symptoms  of  a  declining  constitu- 
tion and  feeble  administration:  whence  we  were  frequently  disappointed  of 
those  supplies,  upon  the  punctual  receipt  of  which  depended  the  very  existence 
of  the  Company  in  Bengal. 

We  cannot  indeed  look  back  without  horror  upon  that  desperate  crisis 
to  which  your  affairs  were  reduced  when  a  mutinous  spirit  prevailed  among 
vour  troops,  when  dissentions  distracted  your  consultations,  and  a  powerful 
enemy  was  invading  the  provinces,  to  seize  and  desolate  your  possessions  and 
probably  to  extirpate  your  servants.  To  us  it  evidently  appears  there  remained 
but  the 'alternative  to 'advance  as  we  have  done  and  grasp  at  the  whole  power 
or  to  shrink  back  into  our  primitive  condition  of  simple  merchants,  to  abandon 
our  possessions,  disband  our  forces,  and  rest  our  future  hopes  on  the  clemency 
of  princes  who  will  not  easily  forget  or  forgive  the  superiority  we  have  so  long 
maintained.  In  a  word  this  last  measure  was  in  itself  impracticable,  for  we 
must  observe  although  with  much  regret,  that  the  misconduct  of  individuals, 
hath  rendered  the  English  name  so  odious,  that  we  arc  no  longer  secure  than 
while  our  hands  are  armed  for  the  defence  of  our  lives  and  property. 

3.  The  several  statements  that  go  numbers  in  our  packet  shew  clearly  the 
amount  of  revenues  to  be  collected  this  year  into  the  treasury  exclusive  of  those 
issuing   from    the   provinces   of  Burdwan,    Midnapore,    and   Chittagong,   the 
Calcutta  lands  and  all  your  former  possessions.    At  present  they  stand  encum- 
bered with  a  variety  of  superfluous  charges  which  we  hope  to  reduce  when 
we  come  to  adjust  the  collections  of  the  ensuing  year.    But  we  thought  it 
adviseable  to  avoid  introducing  innovations  which  might  create  disgust  and 
dissatisfaction   at  so  early   a  period  of  our   Government.    The   net  balance 
amounting  to  212  laaks  of  sicca  rupees  8,226,000  pounds  sterling  will  be  the 
more  readily  paid,  that  the  ministers  and  officers  of  the  Government  can  have 
nothing  to  plead  in  excuse  for  deficiencies,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  it 
will  not  fall  greatly  short  of  the-  stated  amount.    This  balance  is  abundantly 
sufficient  to  supply  your  China  trade,  provide  for  our  own  investment  and 
defray  all  the  expences  of  your  civil  and  military  establishments.    Whatever 
surplus  may  remain  in  the  treasury  after  the  stipends  to  the  King  and  Nabob 
are  discharged  and  all  other  more  immediate  demands  are  answered  ;  this,  to- 
gether with  the  revenues  of  Burdwan  &c.,  shall  then  be  applied  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  other  Presidencies,  to  pay  off  your  bonds  and  to  such  other  pur- 
poses as  may  appear  to  us  most  conducive  to  your  interest. 

4.  Mr.  Sykes,  who  was  some  time  since  appointed  Resident  at  the  Durbai 
and  supra  visor  of  the  collections,  hath  now  taken  charge  of  the  factory  at 
Cossimbuzar,  upon  Mr.  Senior's  application  for  leave  to  return  to  Europe.    The 
great  diligence  he  has  exerted  in  settling  the  revenues  and  forming  the  state* 
rnents,  as  well  as  attention  to  the  other  several  objects  of  administration,  afford 
us  the  utmost  reason  to  be  highly  satisfied  with  his  conduct.    He  is  daily 
making  remittances  the  first  fruits  of  the  collections,  to  the  treasury:  whereby 
we  are  already  enabled  to  set  apart  a  supply  of  24  laaks  for  your  China  invest- 
ment, twelve  of  which  are  now  under  dispatch  for  Canton,  the  remainder  will 
be  sent  in  the  month  of  February  to  Madras  to  be  forwarded  from  thence  to 
China  bv  the  earliest  conveyance.    When  the  collections  of  the  year  are  closed, 
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we  Jia\e  directed  Mr.  Sykes  to  enquire  strictly  into  die  balamx*  :r»  the  Guveni- 

merit  and  to  use  every  possible  endeavour  to  recover  them,  as  we  ciiti-rtain 
the  most  flattering  hope,  that  from  these  arrears  will  arise  a  fund  Miflicuritt 
to  discharge  all  the  public  demands  on  the  late  Nabob,  for  which  vuur  honur 

may  stand  any  way  engaged. 

5.  Notwithstanding  ail  these  immense  revenues  of  which  the  G»mi'taiiY 

A.  f 

is  actually  possessed,  we  must  earnestly  request  your  serious  attention  to  the 
conse(|iiences  of  our  impoverishing  the  country  by  such  considerable  annual 
export  of  treasure  to  China.  We  must  also  recommend  that  you  dtnisc  some 
method  of  enabling  your  servants  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  settlement  to 

remit  their  own  fortunes  and  the  effects  of  deceased  persons  in  their  liancK 
by  some  other  channel  than  that  of  bills  on  France  and  Holland,  You  are 
now  in  a  situation  which  will  never  require  your  receiving  prhatc  effects  into 

the  treasury  to  be  able  to  complete  your  own  investment.  Your  collections  are 
adequate  to  every  purpose  and  demand  that  we  can  foresee.  The  Governor 
and  Council  could  not  therefore  with  any  propriety  subject  you  to  die  in- 
convenience of  answering  bills  to  the  amount  of  forty  or  fifty  laaks  merely 

for  the  benefit  of  vour  servants,  and  suffer  vour  own  inonev  to  lie  dead  and 

*  *  j 

unappropriated  in  the  treasury.  Indeed  we  were  particularly  cautious  of  draw- 
ing largely  for  this  year,  in  order  that  you  might  be  able  to  discharge  your 
more  immediate  and  pressing  engagements  at  home  :  yet  should  the  necessity 
continue  of  remitting  private  property  by  foreign  funds,  the  French  and  Dutch 
nill  not  only  be  enabled  thereby  to  provide  early  and  valuable  investments, 
but  the  provinces  will  also  be  deprived  of  a  very  considerable  addition  to  the 
current  species,  which  those  nations  will  otherwise  be  obliged  to  import  every 

vear  in  ready  inonev.  To  obviate  as  far  as  possible  anv  immediate  bad  effects 
.  j  >  i  , 

to  the  public  from  the  above  causes,  the  President  has  now  under  considera- 
tion a  proposal  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  treasure  from  occasioning  a 
scarcity  of  money  for  some  years  at  least ;  yet  as  this  proposal  rather  tends  to 
palliate  than  effectually  to  remedy  the  evil,  it  is  from  your  instructions  only 
that  we  are  to  expect  a  radical  cure. 

6.  The  opportunity  which  the  restoration  of  peace  affords  for  carrying 

into  execution  vour  orders  relative  to  the  batta  allowed  to  military  officers, 

j  * 

will  greatly  contribute  to  the  increase  of  your  surplus  fund.  Those  orders 
although  reasonable  and  necessary  could  not,  however,  be  conveniently  enforced 
before  public  tranquility  and  military  discipline  and  subordination  were  firmly 
established.  It  was  also  requisite  before  we  entered  upon  a  reduction  of  their 
pay  to  devise  the  means  of  their  living  cheaper  and  of  supplying  them  with 
liquors  and  other  stores  at  a  more  moderate  price  than  these  articles  had 
usually  been  furnished.  We  must  likewise  observe  that  regimenting  the  troops 
hath  not  only  conduced  to  the  reformation  we  proposed,  but  also  facilitated 
the  reduction  of  expence  you  enjoin.  A  soldier  who  knows  and  performs  his 
duty  will  neither  expect  nor  require  the  superfluities  and  luxuries  of  life. 

Accordingly  we  have  ordained  that  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  month 
the  batta  should  be  struck  off1  from  the  troops  in  general,  excepting  the  brigade 
stationed  in  Shuja  Dowlah's  dominions  who,  on  account  of  the  high  price 

of  provisions  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  stores,  will  be  allowed  double 
batta  in  the  field  and  half  double  batta  in  cantonments  and  in  garrison  until 
they  are  recalled  to  the  provinces.  For  the  same  reasons  half  batta  is  continued 
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to  the  tioops  quartered  at  Patna  and  Mongheer  but  the  rest  of  the  army  we 
mean  the  detachments  at  subordinates  and  other  places,  that  are  not  engaged 
in  actual  service,  are  reduced  precisely  on  a  footing  with  the  Company's  forces 
upon  the  Coast ;  even  those  stationed  at  Mongheer  and  Patna  receive  the  same 
exact  bat  la  as  your  troops  at  Trichinopoly.  From  such  regulations  and  also 
from  the  check  given  to  the  many  shameful  abuses  committed  in  musters, 
returns,  hospital  bills,  boats  and  other  articles,  we  may  affirm  with  confidence, 
that  the  charges  of  your  whole  establishment,  civil  and  military,  including 
your  fortifications,  will  fall  short  of  the  amount  expended  during  the  course 
of  the  late  war,  on  your  army  alone:  and  yet  it  is  proposed  if  you  supply  us 
duly  with  recruits,  to  maintain  the  complete  establishment  projected  by  Lord 
Clive  and  the  most  formidable  army  that  ever  took  the  field  in  Bengal.  From 
what  causes  your  military  expences  swelled  to  such  immeasureable  bounds 
requires  no  explanation.  Certain  it  is,  they  far  exceeded  the  liberal  supplies 
so  liberally  voted  by  the  British  Parliament  for  an  army  of  auxiliaries  em- 
ployed to  oppose  the  combined  forces  of  the  most  powerful  princes  in 
Christendom. 

7.  To  these  schemes  of  economy  permit  us  to  add  the  late  resolution 
of  this  Committee  regarding  the  new  works  erected  for  the  security  of  your 
servants  and  property.    These  works  have  for  several  years  past  been  a  perpe- 
tual drain  for  treasures  which  might  have  been  more  usefully  applied,  yet 
should  wre  ever  meet  with  the  misfortune  of  being  driven  off  the  field  and 
cooped  up  within  the  walls  of  this  fort,  your  affairs  may  then  be  considered 
as  desperate  and  irrecoverable.    It  is  therefore  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this 
Committee  confirmed  by  the  sentiments  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  that  we  ought 
to  regard  the  new  works  as  a  temporary  security  only,  for  which  purpose  the 
ditch  ramparts,  bastions  and  ravelin  already  finished,  are  sufficient  to  withstand 
the  greatest  force  which  the  powers  of  this  country  are  ever  likely  to  assemble. 
Captain  Martin  further  delivers  it  as  his  opinion  that  enlarging  the  fortifica- 
tions conformably  to  the  plan  of  the  intended  outworks  would  add  nothing 
to  the  strength  of  the  place  unless  we  could  at  the  same  time  maintain  a  garrison 
proportioned  to-  their  extent.    We  resolved  therefore  not  to  proceed  on  the 
plan  beyond  what  is  now  completed  ;  but  to  use  all  possible  means  to  check 
the  encroachments  of  the  River  which  hath  advanced  within   a  few  yards 
of  the  covered  way,  and  threatens  to  sweep  away  one  entire  side  of  the  fort. 
We  will  also  make  all  the  dispatch  we  are  able  in  completing  the  barracks 
some  of  which  we  have  converted  into  very  commodious  appartments  for  the 
writers  lately  arrived,  and  are  convinced  it  would  be  much  for  the  benefit  of 
the  service  if  all  the  young  servants  and  the  public  offices  were  collected  within 
so  narrow  a  compass  as  might  subject  them  to  closer  inspection  than  is  possible 
in  their  present  situation. 

8.  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  and  the  ministers  we  associated  with  him  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  country  government  proceed  with  alacrity  and 
unanimity  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Sykes  the  Resident.    They  as  well  as 
the  people  in  general  express  great  satisfaction  at  the  orders  we  lately  issued 
and  enforced  for  recalling  to  the  Presidency  all  free  merchants  and  other 
Europeans  who  are  not  in  your  covenanted  service,  many  of  whom  had  by 
interfering  with  public  affairs,  by  acts  of  oppression   and  violence  and  by 
assuming  and  exerting  a  judicial  authority,  totally  perverted  the  ordinary 
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course  of  justice  and  gi\en  great  interruption  :u  the  m^hu-  of  :Lc  .-»Ii/,in>- 
tration.  Yet  ue  must  lament  that  the  just  and  necc^ury  purd-hrriuit  inrlkitd 
upon  those  who  had  committed  abuses,  should  unavoidably  cxiund  i\>  other- 

who  always  acted  with  integrity  and  honour. 

9.    The  more  effectually  to  remove  every  cause  f»f  complaint  and  render 

the  ministers  responsible  for  the  collection  of  the  stated  revenue,  \\v  hn\e 
directed  that  none  besides  those  \\ho  are  employed  in  certain  public  station* 
shall  in  future  correspond  with  the  officers  of  the  Gu\err.rceru,  hold  I:t:icK  lend 
monev  to  the  zemindars  or  take  anv  other  means  of  im Droving  their  fortune*- 

-  .  41  C* 

or  acquiring  influence  in  the  country  that  may  tend  to  disturb,  distress  or  de- 
fraud either  the  administration  or  the  people,  and  this  prohibition  we  ha\e 
extended  to  ail  your  servants  civil  and  military  and  their  dependants.  It  was 
the  earnest  request  of  the  ministers  that  we  should  impose  such  restrictions 
and  we  thought  compliance  but  reasonable  as  we  were  well  assured  that  the 
revenue  had  suffered  from  the  excess  to  which  these  practises  were  carried. 

10.  In  one  instance,  however.  \\e  have  taken  the  liberty  of  deviating  frcm 
your  orders  for  recalling  the  free  merchants  &c.  The  plan  for  conducting  the 
pint  inland  trade  in  the  articles  of  salt,  betelnut  and  tobacco,  is  in  itself  so 
extensive,  the  capital  required  so  v*ry  considerable  and  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing money  at  a  moderate  interest  so  great,  that  it  becomes  indispensibly 
necessary,  the  accounts  of  the  Society  should  be  closed  and  their  books  balanced 
with  more  dispatch  than  can  be  exptctecl,  should  black  gomastahs  and  agents 
be  employed  ;  for  this  reason  and  because  we  are  willing  to  promote  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power  a  scheme  that  appears  well  calculated  for  your  interest 
and  the  public  benefit,  we  have  permitted  the  Committee  of  Trade  to  appoint 
European  agents  for  disposing  of  the  Society's  concerns-  at  certain  established 
marts  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  And  as  for  this  purpose,  Company's 
servants  could  not  be  spared  from  the  Presidency  and  subordinates,  those  agents 
are  therefore  chosen  from  the  list  of  free  merchants  with  the  utmost  attention 
to  their  character  and  former  behaviour.  Besides  which  we  have  strictly  con- 
fined them  to  the  business  of  the  Society  by  such  severe  penalties  and  restric  - 
tions  as  we  think  must  effectually  prevent  their  giving  offence  or  molestation. 
Should  we  find  these  limitations  insufficient  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  country 
and  remove  all  cause  of  complaint,  we  are  then  determined  to  recall  them 
and  remit  the  business  to  black  agents. 

1L  Further  to  assist  this  valuable  branch  of  commerce  and  promote  trie 
credit  of  the  infant  Society,  the  Governor  and  Council  have  at  the  request  of 
the  Committee  of  Trade,  'signed  and  executed  a  deed  for  the  better  securing 
to  the  Society,  the  free  and  exclusive  purchase  and  sale  of  the  articles  of  salt 
&c  from  the"  1st  September  1765  to  the  30th  August  1766:  allowing  a  sufficient 
time  to  dispose  of  such  stock  as  may  be  provided  for  the  season  in  order  to 
prevent  the  great  loss  that  must  arise  to  the  proprietors  should  any  alteration 
take  place,  by  your  order  after  the  concerns  of  the  year  are  begun  and  before 
the  same  are 'concluded.  We  therefore  flatter  ourselves  with  your  entire  appro- 
bation of  this  measure,  so  essential  to  the  due  execution  of  the  plan  formed 
by  your  permission  and  with  all  possible  regard  to  your  interest. 

12.  Our  proceedings  point  out  clearly  the  increase  of  your  rents  issuing 
from  the  Calcutta  lands  and  the  general  minutes  entered  upon  that  subject 
explain  our  sentiments  on  the  prospect  we  have  of  rating  the  pergunnahs  still 
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higher  without  exaction  or  oppression.  It  evidently  appears  to  us  that  consi- 
derable frauds  were  formerly  committed  in  these  collections  with  a  view  of 
correcting  which,  we  have  determined  that  the  leases  granted  to  the  present 
farmers  should  expire  on  the  1st  day  of  November  next.  By  that  time  we 
hope  to  find  leisure  to  ascertain  their  value  and  more  exactly  ;  at  least  we  shall 
then  silence  the  clamour  of  the  inhabitants  against  what  they  deem  a  mono- 
poly, by  universally  diffusing  and  extending  the  benefits  arising  from  the 
possession  of  lands,'  among  the  most  substantial  and  reputable  banyans  and 
black  merchants  living  under  your  protection. 

13.     Most  earnestly  do  we  wish  that  such  shameful  embezzlement  of  the 

^ 

public  monev.were  confined  to  those  lands  situated  more  immediately  under 
the  eves  of  the  Governor  and  Council  since  nothing  besides  the  greatest  in- 
attention and  misconduct  could  then  prevent  the  detection  of  abuses.  But 
should  a  general  depravity  of  manners  prevail  and  your  servants  acting  in  the 
highest  stations  be  restrained  neither  by  motives  of  conscience  nor  by  principles 
of  honor,  the  discovery  of  frauds  at  places  remote  from  the  Presidency  will  then 
become  more  difficult  and  merely  accidental.  This  evidently  appears  from 
the  state  of  the  Midnapore  revenues  which  for  three  years  past  have  yielded 
2,52.000  rupees  more  than  were  ever  placed,  as  they  ought  to  the  Company's 
credit.  Our  recalling  the  factory  and  appointing  Mr.  Verelst,  Supravisor/'1  and 
Mr.  Graham,  Resident  at  Midnapore,  under  his  direction  brought  this  un- 
warrantable transaction  (to)  light  which  might  otherwise  have  lain  in  pro- 
found obscurity  until  chance  had  produced  a  Resident  whose  sense  of  honour 
and  feelings  of  conscience  wTere  stronger  than  the  impulses  of  private  interest. 
For  your  further  information  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Verelsf s  letter 
and  the  statement  of  those  revenues,  inserted  in  the  accompanying  list  of 
packet.  Yet  fortunate  to  the  Company  as  this  discovery  will  certainly  be  consi- 
dered, we  must  confess,  it  occasions  great  embarrassment  to  our  proceedings 

unless  we  would  deviate  on  the  one  hand  or  the  other  from  that  duty  which 

j 

we  owe  to  our  constituents.  It  was  firmly  our  intention  to  avoid  further  retros- 
pection of  the  conduct  of  an  administration  so  notoriously  corrupt  and  meanly 
venal,  throughout  every  department ;  in  hopes  the  examples  already  made  would 
sufficiently  deter  others  and  work  a  reformation.  It  was  the  correction  of 
abuses  and  not  the  punishment  of  misconduct  that  we  proposed  :  although  we 
endeavoured  to  avoid  exposing  ourselves  either  to  the  censure  of  partiality  or 
the  heavier  charge  of  unfaithfulness  to  our  employers. 

In  this  as  in  many  other  instances  we  considered  that  a  scrutiny  into  the 
particulars  of  the  embezzlement  would  be  unprofitable  to  you  while  it 
would  at  the  same  time  occasion  great  obstruction  to  our  consultations  and 
might  end  in  the  necessity  of  diminishing  the  number  of  your  Council,  already 
much  reduced  by  the  death  of  one,  the  suspension  of  another  and  the  resigna- 
tion of  four  members  of  the^Board.  We  must  further  beg  leave  to  observe 
that  we  cannot  help  regarding  the  late  Resident  as  far  less  culpable  than  any 
of  Ms  immediate  predecessors  who  may  be  said  to  have  chalked  out  the  path 
and  guided  his  steps  by  the  false  light  that  misled  him.  Certain  it  is  that 
should  you  disapprove  our  lenity,  the  same  decree  in  law  or  equity  which  will 
oblige  Mr.  Watts  to  refund  will  also  oblige  Ms  predecessors  to  make  restitution. 
From  these  considerations  therefore  we  resolve  to  leave  it  in  the  option  of  your 
honorable  Board  to  prosecute  or  relinquish  your  claim  to  such  balances  as 
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ought  to  have  been  applied  to  your  creak:  contenting  ^ur^vhe^  7<. Ith  ghl; 
you  the  necessary  information  of  facts  and  taking  the  most  efi'ectu:'!  nitM;:^  vj 
prevent  such  practices  in  future. 

14.  For  reasons  of  a  similar  nature  we  decline  resuming  any  further  consi- 
deration of  the  conduct  of  the  Board  and  deputation  during  the  late  negotiations 
at  Moorshedabad.     Already  our  Consultations  have  been  too  much  interrupted 

-  L 

with  cavilling  deb?-te  and  faction.  We  arc  heartily  sick  of  the  fruitier  Inbnr 
of  raking  in  the  jakes  of  corruption:  and  should  we  enter  upon  fresh  enquiries. 
v»e  must  again  wholly  suspend  the  course  of  current  business.  You  have  before 

YOU   sufficient   proofs   whether   gentlemen   distinguished   most   zeal   for   vonr 

•  *  O  C"  , 

service  or  attachment  to  their  own  interest :  and  should  you  be  disposed 
for  the  sake  of  example  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  those  sums  obtained  so  un- 
warrantably from  the  Nabob  and  his  ministers,  we  apprehend  the  evidences 
transmitted  are  strong  and  explicit  enough  to  ground  an  action  upon  in  any 
court  of  judicature. 

15.  It  remains  with  us  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon   that  letter  which 
Mr.  Johnstone  sent  in  to  the  Board  just  as  the  Admiral  Sttxt-ns  was  under  sail, 

as  if  he  apprehended  least  some  bold  assertions  he  advanced  might  be  refuted 
before  he  was  out  of  reach  of  the  shame  consequent  on  detection.  Many  of 
these  assertions  are  so  mean,  so  contrary  to  truth  and  to  Mr.  Johnstone's  one 

[ownj  knowledge  that  we  read  them  \\ith  equal  surprize  and  contempt :  sensible 
that  he  must  be  hardpressed  indeed  to  support  a  sinking  reputation  \\ho  ha* 
recourse  to  falsehood  to  Justify  misconduct. 

16.  This  gentleman  thinks  it  necessary  after  three  months  preparation,  to 
apologize  for  a  lame  and  unreasonable  defence  by  affirming  that  lie  was  denied 
ail  access  to  the  papers  relative  to  himself,  until  a  few  days  before  his  departure. 
Mr.  Johnstone  forgot  that  he  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  those  very  papers  in 
a  note  he  wrote  to  our  Secretary  in  the  month  of  lune  before  \\  e  came  to  any 

*  «J  « 

determination  ;  which  note  is  now-  in  the  Secretary's  possession.  He  also  forgot 
that  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Senior  and  Middleton  inserted  in  our  proceedings  of 
the  21st  June,  prove  that  all  the  evidences  and  proceedings  upon  that  occasion 
were  regularly  transmitted  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  not  present  at  the 
Board.  He  ought  therefore  rather  to  avail  himself  of  his  first  plea  and  refuse 
acknowledging  the  authority  of  the  Committee  than  thus  to  skulk  behind  a 
pitiful  untruth. 

From  the  deep  fund  of  critical  learning  which  Mr.  Johnstone  displays  in 
the  country  language,  we  might  reasonably  expect  a  more  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  power  and  idiom  of  his  mother  tongue.  For  after  torturing  the  phrase 
cooch  booligani  [kitchh  bolunga  nahin  or  kuchh  bhuloonga  nahin}  to  make  our 
proceedings  appear  unfair  and  impartial,  he  is  at  length  forced  to  construe 
it  into  a  signification  that  implies  a  stronger  menace  than  can  possibly  be 
conveyed  in  the  words  of  our  translation.  The  least  acquaintance  with  the 
English  language  will  enable  any  man  to  determine  whether  in  the  circum- 
stances there  represented  Mr.  Johnstone's  expression  k*I  will  be  silent"  doth  not 
imply  a  more  emphatic  menace  than  the  words  which  we  ascribe  to  him  "your 
business  will  meet  with  no  countenance"  inasmuch  as  the  one  declares  all 
that  is  meant ;  whereas  the  other  intimates  a  harsher  meaning  than  he  would 
choose  to  express. 

Air.  Johnstone  insinuates  by  way  of  reflection  on  the  management  of  the 
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Committee   that  >\c  were  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  Sects  for 

the  loan  of  a  laak  and  a  half  of  rupees.  The  fact  is  true  but  it  rests  with 
Mr.  Johnstone  and  his  associates  at  the  Board  to  explain,  how  the  Company's 
treasury  came  to  he  at  so  Io\\  an  ebb.  as  to  want  so  poor  a  supply.  It  also  rests 
with  him  to  explain  how  the  Nabob  (for  our  first  application  was  to  the  Nabob) 
came  to  be  so  impoverished  bv  presents  made  to  the  deputation  that  he  could 
not  furnish  even  this  small  relief  to  the  necessities  of  the  Company.  And  it  rests 
particularly  with  Mr.  Johnstone  to  assign  the  reason  why  a  balance  of  six  laaks 
uas  due  from  Burciwan  to  your  exhausted  treasury,  \vhile  he  was  filling  his 
own  pockets  at  the  Durbar  which  balance  was  afterwards  collected  bv 
Mr.  Verelst. 

What  he  remarks  on  our  opinion  of  Mr.  Leycester  delivered  in  our  pro- 
ceedings of  the  21st  June  is  also  very  true.  That  gentleman  had  jointly  with 
Mr.  Johnstone  received  bills  from  M.  R.  Cawn  ;  but  as  he  declared  upon  oath 
that  lie  had  no  intention  of  benefiting  by  them  it  was  surely  incumbent  on  the 
Committee  to  acquit  him  in  a  public  opinion.  We  should  have  acquitted 
Mr.  Johnstone  likewise,  if  he  had  made  the  same  solemn  declaration  ;  but  our 
private  sentiments  of  that  oath  we  should  have  reserved  as  in  Mr.  Leicester's 
case,  to  our  letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors ;  for  an  oath  may  silence  an  accusa- 

* 

lion  of  crimes,  but  it  doth  not  necessarily  produce  conviction  of  innocence. 
Mr.  Johnstone  hath  tacked  to  this  extraordinary  defence  certain  letters,  written 
to  him  by  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  and  his  own  agent  Mooteraum1  as  vouchers 
for  his  good  behaviour  during  the  negotiation.  With  respect  to  these  letters 
we  must  observe  they  were  obtained  at  a  period  when  it  may  reasonably  be 
supposed  that  such  testimonies  durst  not  be  refused  on  account  of  the  extra- 
ordinary authority  which  Mr.  Johnstone  had  just  before  assumed  at  the  Durbar. 
It  may  also  be  observed  from  M.  R.  Cawn's  letter  that  great  apprehensions 
were  conceived  lest  the  Nabob  should  come  to  Calcutta  to  lay  his  complaints 
before  the  Committee  :  and  Mr.  Johnstone  knows  that  interest  was  made  with 
the  then  Resident  to  prevail  on  him  to  exert  his  utmost  influence  in  preventing 
a  visit  which  it  was  thought  would  not  bring  .much  honor  to  the  deputation. 
We  leave  it  therefore  to  your  hon'ble  Board  to  determine  whether  at  the  best 
those  testimonies  will  justify  Mr.  Johnstone  from  the  charge  of  extortion  and 
weigh  down  against  the  most  positive  evidence  that  can  be  given  upon  any 
matter  of  fact.  Be  this  as  it  will,  we  think  it  necessary  to  correct  Mr.  Johnstonc's 
mistake  when  he  affirms  that  M.  R.  Cawn's  first  deposition  takes  no  notice  of 
any  demand  made  in  the  name  of  "the  deputation.  A  reference  to  that  depo- 
sition will  satisfy  you  that  Mr.  Johnstone  either  reads  without  attention  or  that 
he  quotes  without  candour, 

It  would  be  endless  to  pursue  Mr.  Johnstone  through  the  tedious  maze  of 
error  and  misrepresentation  so  evident  in  every  page  of  his  letter.  Permit  us 
therefore  to  refer  you  for  a  more  particular  reply  to  the  proceedings  themselves 
and  to  Lord  dive's  minute  and  to  those  of  the  members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, entered  in  the  appendix  already  transmitted  by  the  Admiral  Stevens. 
As  to  Mr.  Johnstonc's  management  in 'the  Burdwan  province,  we  could  wish 
he  had  suffered  us  to  cover  with  the  veil  of  silence,  transactions  that  will  not 
bear  examination.  He  hath  now  by  his  ill-judged  strictures  on  Mr.  Verelst's 
memorial  obliged  that  gentleman' to  disclose  what,  out  of  tenderness  to 
Mr.  Johnstone,  he  was  unwilling  to  reveal. 


, 
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17.  You  \\ili  observe  from  the  Consultations  that  Mr.  LcvctMcr  -ti 
pended,  and  thai  Mr.  Gray  resigned  the  service  while  hi-*  Lundm:  di:rlnz  hi- 
residence  at  Manilla  was  under  consideration  of  ihe  Board:  v;.v.i  will  al^o 
perceive  the  obstruction  eivcn  to  all  miblic  business  nv  cavilling  fit-bate,  and 

I  On  ,7* 

unreasonable  minutes,  while  these  two  gentlemen  remained  a:  tru  Bf^rr'. 
Those  minutes  are  of  themselves  sufficient  testimony  of  the  spirit  which  actuated 
so  extraordinary  a  behaviour.  Thev  are  indecent,  violent,  and  facti»»ii-  ht'vii;rj 
anything  ever  before  tolerated  in  this  Government  in  the  rn<»st  Ikenti'«M^  t:ii:cs. 

Messrs.  Leycester  and  Gray  no  sooner  perceived   the  la>h   of  cnrrcxlion 

removed,  than  they,  unmindful  of  the  lenitv  of  the  Committee  when  we  might 
with  propriety  and  indeed  ought  to  have  suspended  them  the  service,  ^c-:  up 

a  determined  opposition  and  dared  to  ridicule;  and  insult  the  Government  upon 
ail  occasions.  Ytt  we  bore  this  usage  with  patience  out  of  regard  to  vour 
situation,  and  replied  to  their  minutes  with  temper,  until  Mr.  Leycester  pro- 
ceeded to  such  lengths  of  licentiousness  as  tended  to  imoJve  the  settlement  in 

anarchy  and  civil  dissensions.  He  published  an  expression  hastily  dropt  by 
General  Carnac  at  the  Board,  with  such  additional  and  aggravating  circum- 
stances, as  were  best  calculated  to  raise  a  ferment  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
and  excite  the  inhabitants  to  open  sedition.  The  alarm  ihat  we  were  about 
to  introduce  a  military  government,  became  so  general,  we  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  us  to  trace  the  author  of  such  dangerous  calumny,  and  upon  a  convic- 
tion that  Mr.  Leycester  had  forged  and  published  it  with  a  design  of  weakening 
the  hands  of  the  administration,  we  judged  it  necessary  to  suspend  him  as 
unworthy  of  his  station  in  your  service. 

18.    We  need  not  take  up  vour  time  in  iustifving  a  measure  that  became 

JL         w  Jr  a<  C,  i 

indispensably  necessary,  unless  we  meant  to  relinquish  all  attempts  to  effect  that 
general  reformation  so  essential  to  the  stability  and  permanency  of  your  pos- 
sessions.   Mr.  Levcestcr  had  strenuously  opposed  every  measure  which  tended 
to  tlie  correction  of  abuses ;  and  even  while  he  v\  as  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
a  magistrate  and  judge,  most  shamefully  endeavoured  to  suppress,  pervert, 
and  stifle  evidence  relative  to  Mr.  Gray's  conduct.    His  own  minute  upon  the 
occasion  produced  his  suspension  so  strongly  points  out  the  violent  designs  he 
entertained  that  we  could  sit  no  longer  at  the  same  Board  with  any  regard  to 
our  own  characters  or  prospect  of  advantage  to  your  service.    From  the  loud 
crv  raised  bv  Mr.  Gray  and  him  against  military  force  and  arbitrary  power, 
one  would  naturally  have  conceived  the  President  had  deprived  half  the  British 
subjects  in  the  settlement  of  their  birthright ;  the  fact,  however,  was  nothing 
more  than  that  Lord  Clive  had  ordered  a  guard  of  sepoys  over  Ramnaut"  a 
man  of  infamous  character  said  to  be  employed  by  Mr.  Gray  in  the  roost  iniqui- 
tous acts  of  extortion  and  a  native  of  Manilla  who  himself  refused  to  claim 
the  protection  of  our  laws,  because  he  should  thereby  become  subject  to  the 
punishment  to  which  those  laws  condemn  his  offences.    Whereas  numberless 
instances  occur  in  former  governments  in  Bengal  of  natives,  inhabitants  of 
Calcutta  being  confined  by  military  guards,  upon  accusations  of  infinitely  less 
consequence  to  the  public  weal.    In  short  these  two  gentlemen  were  so  discon- 
tented and  industrious  in  propagating  the  seeds  of  their  humour  that  we  are 
firmly  convinced  the  suspension  of  the  one  was  necessary,  and  the  resignation 
of  the  other  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  your  service,  yet  these  are  the  gentle- 
men  who  we  are  told,  flatter  themselves  with  the  hopes  of  justify  ing  their 
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conduct  to  your  satisfaction,  and  of  returning  again  to  the  management  of 
your  concerns  in  Bengal.  Should  this  event  ever  happen,  we  have  only  to 
wish,  although  contrary  to  all  human  probability,  that  your  affairs  may 

prosper. 

19.  The  Board  being  now  reduced  far  beneath  the  establishment  we  pro- 
posed, and  to  a  number  insufficient  to  conduct  the  necessary  business  of  the 
Government,  filling  the  vacant  seats  became  an  object  of  immediate  considera- 
tion.   Bv  the  Admiral  Stevens  we  freely  delivered  our  sentiments  of  the  unfit- 
ness  for  'that  station  of  some  of  those  gentlemen  who  stand  next  in  succession. 
We  also  recommended  with  the  greatest  earnestness  that  in  composing  your 
Council  vou  would  admit  of  no  claim  but  that  of  merit  and  approved  services. 
We  must  now  again  beg  leave  to  repeat  that  from  a  list  of  fourteen  Junior 
Merchants,  we  are  not  able  to  select  a  number  sufficient  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  members  at  the  Board,  unless  we  abandon  all  hope  of  curbing 
licentiousness,  reforming  abuses  and  subduing  that  universal  passion  that  pre- 
vails among  your  servants,  of  accumulating  riches  in  a  manner  inconsistent 
with  the  good  of  the  country  and  your  interest.    The  factious  spirit  which 

lately  blazed  out  so  violently  in  Council,  hath  reached  the  lower  classes  so  we 

*  -  * 

can  entertain  no  reasonable  hope  of  their  cordial  services  until  they  have  felt 
the  weight  of  correction  and  experienced  the  influence  of  example.  Still,  how- 
ever, we  should  be  sorry  to  deprive  them  of  all  prospect  of  rising  by  promoting 
their  juniors  on  this  establishment ;  since  time  and  the  certain  assurance  that 
merit,  not  standing,  will  entitle  them  to  your  favour,  may  produce  the  desired 
effect  upon  their  conduct. 

20.  For  these  reasons  we  applied  to  the  Presidency  at  Fort  St.  George,  re- 
questing that  Messrs.  Russell,  Aldersey,  Kelsall,  and  Floyer  might  be  permitted 
to  assist  us  in  the  present  exigency,  until  your  pleasure  should  be  known,  being 
fully  persuaded  that  this  preference  of  the  servants  of  another  Presidency,  will 
operate  more  effectually,  than  if  we  had  recourse  to  the  more  irksome  and 
mortifying  indignity  of  superseding  them  from  this  establishment.    We  arc 
sorry  to  find  that  our  endeavours  to  serve  the  Company  in  a  manner  the  least 
injurious  to  your  servants  here  should  be  misconstrued.    As   soon   as   this 
measure  became  known  by  reports  from  Madras  and  previous  to  our  laying 
any  proceedings  before  the  Board,  the  young  gentlemen  of  the  settlement  had 
set  themselves  up  for  judges  of  the  propriety  of  our  conduct  and  the  degree 
of  their  own  merit,  each  would  seem  to  think  himself  qualified  to  transact  your 
weighty7  affairs  in  Council,  at  an  age  when  the  laws  of  his  country  adjudge 
him  unfit  to  manage  his  own  concerns  to  the  extent  of  forty  shillings.    They 
have  not  only  set  their  hands  to  the  memorial  of  complaint6  but  entered  into 
associations  unbecoming  at  their  years  and  destructive  of  that  subordination, 
without  which  no  government  can  stand.    All  visits  to  the  President  are  for- 
bidden, all  invitations  from  him  and  the  members  of  the  Committee  are  to  be 
slighted.  The  gentlemen  called  down  by  our  authority  from  Madras  are  to  be 
treated  with  neglect  and  contempt.    Every  man  who  deviates  from  this  confe- 
deracy is  to  be  stigmatized  and  avoided.    In  a  word  the  members  are  totally  to 
separate  themselves  from  the  head,  decorum  and  union  are  to  be  set  at  defiance 
and  it  Becomes  a  fair  struggle  whether  we  or  the  young  gentlemen  shall  in 
future  guide  the  helm  of  Government.    Look  at  their  names,  examine  their 
standing,  enquire  into  their  services  and  reflect  upon  the  age  of  four  fifths  of 
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the  subscribers  to  this  bill  of  srievancefc  and  v»ho  no\s  sunport  the  n^udatLn. 
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and  you  will  be  equally  surprised  \\lth  us  at  the  pruMirnpiou?  Intemperance  of 
youth -and  convinced  that  a  stop  of  three  or  four  vears  in  the  CCUT^  of  promo- 
tion Is  indispensably  necessary  If  you  wouEd  have  your  Council  luiirv^rd  of 

men  of  experience  and  discretion. 

21.  From  this  sketch  of  the  behaviour  of  vour  junior  servants  vou  will 

»  j  * 

perceive  the  dangerous  pitch  to  which  the  indepcndant  and  licentiou.s  spirit 

of  this  settlement  hath  risen.    You  \\ili  then  determine  on  the  nece^kv  laid 

a» 

propriety  of  the  step  we  have  taken.  In  the  meantime  we  are  rcsohed  to  sup- 
port it  or  we  must  submit  to  the  anarchy  and  confusion  consequent  on  Mib- 
jecting  the  decrees  of  your  Select  Committee  to  the  revival  and  repeal  of  young 
gentlemen  just  broke  loose  from  the  hands  of  their  schoolmaster.  Earnestly 
do  we  wish  that  every  member  of  this  Board  had  cordially  joined  in  the  same 
sentiments,  since  dissents  serve  onlv  to  break  the  force  of  resolutions,  to  \\eaken 

» 

authority  and  give  vigour  and  courage  to  faction  and  disobedience.  As  to  tin- 
point  of  Indignity  of  which  your  petitioners  complain  nothing  can  be  more 
evident  than  that  the  Committee  regarded  the  present  supercession  as  lt*s 
Injurious  than  a  selection  would  he  from  this  establishment,  since  wt*  even 
declined  promoting  upon  this  occasion  the  very  persons  whom  we  particularly 
recommended  to  the  most  distinguishing  marks  of  your  favour.  In  this  light  It 
Is  considered  in  every  other  service,  had  such  promotion  been  the  choice  of  the 
Committee. 

22.  Our  proceedings  explain  the  motives  of  our  conduct  and  also  the 
measures   we   enforced   to   reduce   the   settlement    to    order   and   obedience. 
Mr.  Majendie,  the  Secretary  to  the  Council,  Is  dismissed  from  his  office,  and 

suspended  the  service  for  having  eminently  distinguished  himself  In  forming 
a  combination  so  unwarrantable  In  Itself,  so  dangerous  in  the  present  conjunc- 
ture and  so  peculiarly  unbecoming  to  his  age,  to  Ms  station,  and  to  his  employ- 
ment. Should  this  example  suffice,  we  shall  avoid  proceeding  to  the  extremity 
of  punishing  with  the  loss  of  bread,  young  men  who  have  been  artfully  spirited 
up  to  faction,  to  gratify  the  resentment  and  promote  the  selfish  views  of  men 
in  whom  you  have  reposed  unmerited  and  much  abused  confidence. 

You  will  be  astonished  to  observe  at  the  head  of  this  list  two  members  of 
vour  Council  who  subscribe  their  names  In  testimony  of  their  sense  of  the 
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injustice  done  ro  the  younger  servants.  Possibly  this  testimony  might  have 
weight  with  your  honorable  Board  had  those  gentlemen  first  cleared  up  their 
conduct  from  certain  imputations  which  Intimate  how  little  their  Interest  dis- 
poses them  to  co-operate  In  a  reformation  for  the  public  benefit.  At  all  events 
whether  the  proceeding  of  the  Committee  be  In  Itself  right  or  wrong,  It  is  most 
rertainly  their  duty  to  repress  every  factious  combination,  to  temper  the  heat 
and  vehemence  of  youth,  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  Board,  and  to  avoid 
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giving  countenance  to  a  seditious  and  rebellious  humour  that  might  have  pro- 
duced the  subversion  of  Government  and  the  most  fatal  consequences  to  the 

Company's  affairs  before  your  decision  could  arrive. 

23.  This  Incident  occurring  four  days  only  before  the  dispatch  of  the 
ship,  you  will  not  expect  that  our  letter  from  the  Public  Department  should 
enter  so  minutely  Into  the  transactions  of  the  Board  as  we  proposed.    The 
business  Is  now  suddenly  taken  up  by  Mr.  Campbell,  our  Secretary,  who  we 
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are  assured  will  exert  his  inmost  ability  but  he  requests  you  will  please  to 
make  an  allowance  for  the  shortness  of  time  and  his  total  unacquainxance  with 
all  that  has  been  transacted  in  that  Department. 

24.  We  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that  Suja  Dowlah  appears 
well  disposed  to  cultivate  our  friendship  and  adhere  strictly  to  the  conditions 
of  the  late  treaty.    Colonel  Smith's  brigade  is  now  stationed  at  Illahabad  and 
Benares  to  secure  the  King  and  Vizier  against  the  invasions  of  the  Mahrattas 
until  thev  ha\e  fully  re-established  themselves  and  payment  of  the  stipulated 
indemnification  to  the  Company  is  completed.     His  Majesty's  visionary  pro- 
jects of  seating  himself,  with  our  assistance,  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors  and 
proceeding   to   Delhi,  his  capital,  seem   to   have   vanished   before   the   Com- 
mittee's remonstrances.    We  hope  he  is  at  length  convinced  that  without  us 
the  scheme  is  impracticable  ;  and  we  are  certain  it  never  can  be  your  interest 
to  extend  the  influence  of  your  arms  to  so  great  a  distance  from  your  present 
possessions,  and  the  seat  of  your  Go\  eminent. 

25.  Opening  a  communication  between  the  Northern  Sircars  and  Bengal 
must  prove  mutually  advantageous  to  your  Presidency  at  Fort  St.  George  and 
to  us.    We  have  therefore  determined  to  embrace  the  favorable  opportunity 
which  the   present  feeble  condition   of  the   Mahrattas   affords   to  carry   this 
measure  -into  execution  and  have  for  that  purpose  set  on  foot  a  negotiation 
with  their  chief  whereby  we  propose  he  shall  cede  to  us  the  northern  parts 
of  Orissa  now  in  his  possession,  upon  our  consenting  to  pay  a  certain  stipulated 
annual  revenue.    Whatever  his  determination  mav  be,  it  is  our  resolution  not 

* 

to  attempt  gaining  this  advantage  bv  \iolence  or  force  of  arms.    Peace  is  at 

length  happily  restored  to  these  provinces  and  it  will  be  the  study  of  this 

Committee  to  preserve  and  prolong  those  advantages  which  you  already  begin 
to  experience. 

We   remain   with    the   warmest   zeal   for   your   service,   and    the   greatest 

respect 


Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble 
servants, 

Calcutta,  (Signed)  CLive  /  Wm.  B.  Sumner/John 

the  31st  January  1766.  Carnac  /  H.    Verelst  /  Chas.    [Francis] 

Svkes. 


Post[s]cript 

In  section  2 1  of  the  preceding  address,  you  will  observe  the  following  para. 

"Earnestly  do  we  wish  that  every  member  of  this  Board  had  cordially  joined 
in  the  sanie  sentiments,  since  dissents  serve  only  to  break  the  force  of  resolu- 
tions, to  weaken  authority  and  to  give  vigour  and  courage  to  faction  and  dis- 
obedience", 


Shujaud-Dauiah. 
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Mr.  Simmer  conceiving  this  paragraph  to  be  partition v  ic^e.U 
himself,  begs  leave  to  enter  his  dissent  to  that  and  >uch  other  r^rr*  •  •£  ihc  Icr.e: 
as  differ  from  the  sentiments  he  hath  already  expressed  :ip?n  :i:e  face  of  rh'. 
proceedings  as  well  of  the  Council  as  of  the  Committee. 


(Signed i    Clhe    \V.    B.    Si 
Canute  ;    H.    VcrcL-i       Ch 

Svke>. 
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Reasons  for  requisitioning  services  of  Russell,  Alderse\,  Kelsall  am! 
Flo-yer — plan  for  reformation  in  ever\  department — nei*:  regulations  regarding 
batta  and  other  army  reforms — special  commission  to  the  Governor  fur  fore- 
going the  advantage  of  private  trade — excess  profits  of  thr  Society  t*f  Trade 
to  be  retained  by  the  Company — neic  plan  for  carrying  on  \YI//  trade — sudden 
acquisition  of  fortunes  by  younger  servants  through  illicit  trade  deplored — 
suggests  changes  in  the  method  of  procuring  investment  suggested— Confi- 
dence regarding  improvement  in  financial  posiliofi — Sunnier  opposed  to  bring- 
ing in  civilians  from  Madras — restoration  of  \Lijendie  recommend  ft]. 

J_  O  the  Honorable  the  Court  of  Director;.. 

Gentlemen, 

1.  My  letters  to  you  of  the  29th  September  by  the  Admiral  Stevens  and 
the  28th  November,  overland,  were  so  full  and  the  circumstances  which  have 
since  occurred  are  so  few  that  I  have  little  more  to  trouble  you  with  bv  this 

•  * 

conveyance,  than  a  confirmation  of  the  disagreeable  truths  respecting  the  licen- 
tiousness of  this  settlement  which  have  already  been  so  faithfullv  communi- 

•  * 

cated  to  vou  bv  the  Select  Committee  as  well  as  bv  me. 

*  *  • 

2.  It  was  not  long  after  the  dispatch  of  the  Admiral  Stevens  that  I  saw 

clearlv  the  absolute  necessity  of  our  carrying  Into  execution  as  far  as  we  could 

,  «  *     *-~ 

the  measure  I  had  the  honor  of  recommending  to  your  consideration  of  pro- 
curing the  assistance  of  a  few  meritorious  servants  upon  the  Madras  establish- 
ment. The  resignation  of  Messrs.  Burdett  and  Gray,  the  suspension  of 
Mr.  Leycester,  the  unfitness  of  Messrs.  Senior,  Watts,  and  Marriott,  made  a 
considerable  deficiency  at  the  Board  although  the  absence  of  them  all  from  this 
country  would  in  fact  be  reckoned  as  a  clear  gain  to  the  Company.  Scarcely  a 
day  passes  wherein  I  do  not  discover  that  abuses  and  even  frauds  have  been 
practised  In  almost  every  department ;  the  absolute  necessity  of  such  an  Investi- 
gation, as  may  prevent  a  continuance  of  them  must  be  admitted  but  for  me 
to  attempt  It  without  proper  assistance,  were  absurd  as  it  would  fill  up  every 
moment  of  the  time  I  have  remaining  in  India,  and  prevent  my  attending  even 
to  the  current  business  of  my  Government, 
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3.  The  Incapacity  either  from  understanding  or  principle  of  some  who 
rank  next  to  Council  and  the  unfitness  from  youth,  inexperience  or  tainted  inte- 
eriiy  of  others,  who  have  abilities,  made  us  in  vain  search  in  this  Presidency  for 

•L^  •*  ^ 

proper  persons  to  assist  us  in  our  labours.  The  horrid  massacre  by  Cossim  Ali 
Cawn  of  so  many  of  the  most  able  young  men  upon  this  establishment  who 
would  now  have  entered  Into  high  stations,  which  they  would  have  filled  with 
honor,  tortured  our  memory  but  left  us  \\ithout  hopes  of  retrieving  the  loss. 
It  was  not  only  my  opinion,  but  the  opinion  of  the  whole  Committee,  excepting; 
one  man,  that  in  the  present  exigency  of  your  affairs  no  measure  could  be 
adopted  to  answer  so  effectually  the  great  purpose  of  restoring  order,  subordina- 
tion, economy,  and  zeal  for  the  service  as  requesting  the  assistance  of  four 
gentlemen  from  Madras,  till  your  pleasure  should  be  known.  These  gentlemen 
are  Messrs.  Russell,  Aldersev,  Kelsall  and  Plover  each  of  whom  I  consider  as  a 

^  ^ 

strong  reinforcement  of  those  necessary  virtues  which  are  wanting  to  complete 
on  this  establishment.  In  the  llth  paragraph  of  mv  letter  bv  the 
Admiral  Stevens,  I  had  the  honor  of  recommending  this  measure  to  vou 
and  I  hope  for  the  sake  of  the  success  of  your  affairs  that  you  will  ere  this  reaches 
you  have  given  the  fullest  and  most  positive  orders  thereon  for  I  am  convinced 
it  Is  the  only  plan  that  can  secure  your  present  prosperity.  The  clamour  which 
this  proceeding  of  the  Select  Committee  has  raised,  amongst  the  disappointed 
and  factious,  will  be  observed  upon  In  our  General  Letter  and  I  imagine  vou 
will  confess  that  what  has  passed  upon  the  occasion  confirms  more  strongly  than 
anything  I  have  before  or  now  have  urged  the  propriety  of  what  we  have  done. 
Objections  from  gentlemen  who  rank  Immediately  next  to  Council  are  not  un- 
reasonable but  we  here  see  an  absurd  combination  set  on  foot  by  men  whose 
fortunes  enable  them  to  quit  your  service  without  a  grateful  "sense  of  the 
benefits  received  from  It  and  by  boys  who  cannot  possibly  form  any  judgment 
of  the  politics  or  government  of  your  Immense  concerns.  You  will  undoubtedly 
consider  whether  they  or  the  Committee,  in  whom  you  have  been  pleased  to 
place  your  power  and  confidence,  are  most  fit  to  determine  upon  the  expediency 
of  such  a  measure.  The  point  In  short  is  reduced  to  this,  whether  you  would 
choose  to  have  such  a  thing  as  government  or  not :  whether  the  junior  shall  be 
in  subordination  to  the  senior  servant  and  whether  the  revenues  of  Bengal 
Bahar,  and  Orissa  shall  belong  to  trie  Company  or  to  individuals. 

4.  For  my  own  part  till  I  know  your  determination  I  am  resolved  to 
propose,  and  to  endeavour  to  carry  into  execution,  as  far  as  possible  every 
regulation  that  appears  wholesome.    Your  service  here  has  been  rotting  in 
corruption.    I  wish  to  revive  It  and  defy  the  world  to  suggest,  that  I  have  any 
Interest  to  serve  but  yours.    My  abilities,  my  constitution  are  exerted  to  the 
utmost  but  I  cannot  proceed  in  the  work  I  have  begun,  and  am  determined 
to  accomplish  without  proper  assistance. 

5.  By  the  minutes  and  proceedings  in  Council  relating  to  Mr.  Gray,  you 
will  learn  that  I  was  not  Inclined  to  scrutinize  particularly  into  that  gentleman's 
conduct,  till  called  upon  by  himself  in  such  language  of  defiance  that  I  was 
forced  to  produce  the  information,  charges  which  had  been  laid  before  me 
to  his  prejudice,  and  If  he  has  been  brought  to  shame,  he  can  only  blame  his 
own  imprudence. 

6.  A  retrospection  I  perceive  would  be  endless  ;  were  I  to  trace  back  the 
conduct  of  every  suspected  servant,  I  am  persuaded  very  few  would  escape 
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your  severest  censure,  to  such  a  height  had  corruption  and  2icer.tinu*ru.'s-  pre- 
vailed. Oar  late  discoveries  on  enquiring  Into  the  sratc  of  the  Midniipori-  ami 
Jellasore  revenues,  give  me  much  real  concern  since  in  dolrv^  ::a^iku  :»  ihr 
Company  the  characters  of  Individuals  became  necessarily  exposed.  A-  the 
conduct  of  many  of  your  servants  may  appear  to  merit  e^en  the  ris^ur  of  thr 
law,  let  me  entreat  von  not  to  carrv  vour  resentment  so  far  :*$  :;  ^r^NL-CLitlon. 

-  i»       -  1 

Many  have  been  guilty  from  had  example,  and  to  deprive  them  ->f  their 
fortunes,  would  be  to  deprhe  them  of  life,  blncc  it  Is  absolutely  inijx^ible  for 

gentlemen  brought  up  In  the  luxury  and  indolence  of  Bengal  to  ^ain  a  sub- 
sistence In  England,  My  endeavours  i  unless  discoveries  unsi  night  for  should 
fall  in  my  way)  shall  be  confined  to  preventing  the  like  practices  in  future. 
As  soon  as  the  four  gentlemen  arrive  from  Madras,  I  propose  that  a  commitiet 
shall  be  formed  for  examining  into  the  state  of  every  department,  and  for 

*•"-'  4>  «. 

establishing  what  Is  much  wanted,  method  as  well  as  integrity,  and  economy  In 
•ach.  The  present  state  of  your  public  offices  here,  is  so  exceedingly  confused 
either  by  ignorance  or  design  that  it  Ls  with  the  utmost  difficulty  I  can  at  any 
time  investigate  the  true  balance  of  any  of  their  accounts;  but  I  doubt  nor  with 

the  assistance  of  the  Madras  gentlemen,  to  be  able  In  a  short  time  to  reduce  the 

management  of  such  affairs  to  a  regular  form  of  business. 

7.  I  have  issued  orders  to  the  principals  of  every  department,  civil  and 
military,  to  send  In  monthly  an  abstract  of  the  expellees  incident  to  each. 
These  and  the  particulars  if  I  judge  necessary  shall  be  entered  every  month 
upon  our  Consultations  by  which  means  you  will  be  able  without  much  trouble 
to  form  a  complete  annual  estimate  and  discover  readily  the  articles  upon 
which  anv  encrease  should  ever  arise. 

* 

8.  1  have  at  lasi  succeeded  to  your  wishes,  In  the  reduction  of  the  military 
expences.    The  new  regulation  of  batta  took  place  the  1st  January  and  your 
army  Is  now  modelled  upon  the  plan  of  the  Coast  frugality.    By  the  latter 
ship' I  shall  send  you  a  complete  abstract  of  the  military  expences  from  January 
1765,  bv  which  YOU  will  see  how  very  considerably  thai  heavy  charge  Is  reduced. 

*         — ,  j  ^  *  *  v*** 

Great  as  the  saving  Is  to  the  Company  upon  this  head,  I  consider  that  the 
most  material  advantage  consists  In  preventing  luxury  and  extravagance  or  too 
sudden  an  Independency  which  is  the  destruction  of  discipline.  My  principal 
object  is  the  field  officers,  on  them  will  always  be  our  greatest  dependence, 
and  therefore  I  proposed  by  so  handsome  an  allotment  to  them  of  the  salt 
profits,  to  Inspire  the  subalterns  with  an  emulation  of  attaining  that  rank  :  and 
I  hope  at  the  same  time  that  we  shall  never  see  It  filled  but  by  men  of  real 
merit,  for  I  lay  It  down  as  a  fundamental  axiom  that  as  In  the  civil  line,  no 
man  who  is  not  fit  to  be  a  Governor  should  rise  to  the  rank  of  Councillor,  so  in 
the  military,  no  man  who  Is  not  fit  to  be  Commander  in  Chief  should  rise  to 
the  rank  of  field  officer.  With  respect  to  your  military  establishment,  I  must 
observe  that  it  Is  absolutely  necessary  you  should  keep  it  complete  sending 

*  4  f  JL  «*• 

us  regular  supplies  of  men.  We  shall  have  occasion  for  frequent  recruits,  nor 
only  for  completing  the  battalions,  but  for  the  security  of  the  collection  of 
the  revenues, 

9.  The  adjustment  of  the  revenues  and  the  re-establishing  proper  notions 
of  the  Company's  power,  moderation,  honor  and  resolution  amongst  the  natives 
are  become  objects  of  the  greatest  importance  since  the  acquisition  of  the 
dewannee.  In  order  that  these  particulars  may  be  expeditiously  settled  accord- 
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ing  to  my  o\\n  satisfaction,  that  is,  according  to  my  ideas  of  the  Company's 
good,  I  am  determined  as  soon  as  the  ships  of  this  season  are  dispatched,  to 
go  up  the  countrv  and  supervise  your  affairs  myself.  The  arrival  of 
Messrs.  Russell  Aldersey,  Kelsali  and  Flayer  (which  we  now  daily  expect)  will 
enable  me  to  quir  the  Presidency  with  satisfaction  since  I  shall  then  see  men 
and  things  in  such  a  channel  for  promoting  reformation  as  I  could  wish. 

Ill  If  the  Court  of  Directors  will  exert  their  authority  in  a  vigorous  and 
resolute  manner,  this  settlement  corrupt  as  it  is  may  still  be  retrieved.  The 
possessions  of  the  Company  in  Bengal  are  so  immense,  and  the  manners  of  your 
servants  so  totally  different  from  those  of  former  times,  that  the  interest  of 
individuals,  must  eive  wav  to  integrity  and  abilitv,  if  not  be  assured  that  this 

O  •  O  4 

oppulent  government  must  either  end  in  extirpation  or  fall  into  the  hands  of 

higher  powers. 

11.  Although  gratitude,  one  might  imagine  would  bind  those  who  have 
acquired  great  fortunes  in  the  service  to  exert  themselves  in  securing  every 
advantage  to  the  Company,  a  conduct  directly  opposite  seems  to  have  prevailed, 
and   even   the   Company's    property   has    been    niched    into    the    pockets    of 
individuals.    Your    rights,    however,    are    now    so    clearly    ascertained    and 
so  much  may  be  expected  from  our  new  regulations,   that  abuses  are  not 
likely  to  happen  in   future   unless   you   should  unfortunately   relax   in   your 
own  authority. 

* 

12.  The  advantages  of  trade  to  a  Governor  must  be  very  great,  yet  I 
cannot  help  thinking  the  Company  would  do  well  to  allow  him  even  a  full 
equivalent,  and  absolutely  forbid  his  having  any  concern  whatever  in  trade  ; 
this  you  may  remember  was  one  of  my  principles,  and  I  am  convinced  by 
experience  that  your  affairs  in  Bengal  are  so  extensive  and  important  that  a 
Governor  cannot  possibly  do  his  duty  to  the  Company  and  at  the  same  time 
attend  to  mercantile  concerns  of  his  own.    Your  extensive  commercial  affairs, 
the  study  of  your  finances,  the  politics  of  the  country,  the  epistolary  corres- 
pondence, the  proceedings  of  Council  and  Committee,  these  are  sufficient  to 
employ  every  moment  of  his  time  ;  and  I  am  confident  your  affairs  cannot  be 

A  ^  *  „ 

conducted  with  the  requisite  attention  to  your  interest  if  the  mind  of  the 
Governor  be  diverted  by  complicated  accounts  of  his  own,  either  of  shipping  or 
inland  trade.  This  together  with  niy  proposal  by  the  Admiral  Stevens  of  an 
oath  and  penalty  bond,  completely  conveys  to  you  my  idea  of  the  restrictions 
upon  private  interest,  where  it  by  any  means  may  effect  the  public  good,  will 
be  absolutely  necessary  after  my  departure. 

13.  I  have  been  informed  that  there  are  not  wanting  among  your  servants, 
gentlemen,  who  complain  that  my  measures  are  all  planned  for  the  interest 
of  the  Company  only,  without  regard  to  the  emolument  of  individuals.     If  such 
ungrateful  murmurings  should  reach  your  ears,  judge  by  the  enclosed  state 
of  the  share  of  advantages  of  the  salt  allotted  to  them,  whether  I  have  forgotten 
their  interest  in  the  study  of  yours.    The  truth  I  suspect  is  this,  having  never 
thought  proper  to  assign  to  the  Company  any  part  of  the  profits  upon  that 
article,  they  think  they  are  themselves  entitled  to  the  whole.    But  as  the  plan 
of  their  emoluments  provided  you  approve  of  it  is  fixed,  I  shall  certainly  not 
propose  any  alteration  in  their  favour ;  on  the  contrary,  having  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  very  extensive  capital  which  is  required  for  carrying  on  the 
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trade  of  salt,  betel  and  tobacco,  and  the  very  great  prolix  %hkh  -A  ill  ;irL-c  to 
Individuals,  greater  -perhaps  than  even  the  highest  merit  can  entitle  them  to. 
and  without  doubt  greater  than  is  consistent  ;uth  your  Intere-i,  1  shall  .-ooi; 
propose  in  Council  that  If  the  not  profits  exceed  5t'  per  cent,  v.hich  1  belies 
will  be  the  case,  the  surplus  shall  be  brought  to  the  Comparer's  credit, 
Perquisites  In  what  shape  so  ever  Introduced,  unles>  ihev  be  allowed  of  bv  vcur 
authority,  I  consider  as  a  fraud  upon  the  Company  or  distress  upon  Individuals. 
Those  who  are  not  contented  with  such  noble  ad\:imajro.  as  the  >hartr  in  ^lr 
added  to  the  privileges  of  the  shipping  and  inland  trade,  :tre  t<«>  rapacious  in 
their  disposition  to  merit  car  Indeed  TO  be  entrusted  with  any  rank  in  your 
service. 

14.  Permit  me  gentlemen  to  return  you  my  most  grateful  acknowledge- 

ments, for  the  confidence  YOU  are  pleased  to  repose  In  me  bv  ilie  40th  paragraph 

1  I  .  I  v^         I 

of  your  General  Letter  of  the  15th  February  1765,  in  relation  to  the  Important 
article  of  the  salt  trade;  and  though  I  hope  rav  conduct  in  vour  sen  ice  will 

*«.  JL  ^  ri 

entitle  me  to  your  approbation  in  every  other  instance.  F  cannot  hut  congra- 
tulate mvseif  on  the  success  of  that  particular  plan,  since  it  was  originally 

-  it  i   •  » 

proposed  by  me  during  my  voyage  in  India,  The  only  doubt  that  arose  with 
me  was  whether  the  management  of  the  trade  of  salt,  betel,  and  tobacco,  should 
be  entrusted  to  Europeans  or  to  natives,  and  although  I  aujuiesed  with  the  rest 
of  the  members  of  the  Select  Committee  in  having  it  carried  on  by  the  free 

merchants,  give  me  leave  to  assure  you  my  acquiescence  proceeded  rather  from 
a  principle  of  humanity  than  a  conviction  that  it  was  more  for  the  interest 
of  the  Company,  or  for  the  Interest  of  the  Society,  But  as  every  day's  experi- 
ence demonstrates  the  Impropriety  of  the  present  mode.  It  becomes  my  duty 
to  explain  to  you  my  sentiments  on  that  subject. 

15.  The  original  capital  for  carrying  on  this  trade  being  24  laak  which  Is 

or  ,1       o  o 

speedily  to  be  encreased  to  32  and  the  salt  being  to  be  disposed  of  at  so  many 

different  and  distant  parts  of  the  country  gives  room  for  boundless  expense, 
An  astonishing  number  of  boats  must  be  provided  and  kept  In  constant  repair 
and  armies  of  sepoys  must  be  maintained  to  protect  them  as  well  as  the  agents 
at  their  several  places  of  residence.  These  sepoys  under  the  sanction  of  their 
master's  name  will  lay  the  whole  country  under  contribution  wherever  they  go. 

«  .  »    o 

Remonstrances  and  complaints  without  number  will  be  made  by  the  country 
government  and  the  revenues  in  which  you  are  more  immediately  affected  will 

O  ft 

fall  short.  These  agents  besides  drawing  5  per  cent  upon  the  net  sales,  will 
build  elegant  houses  for  their  own  convenience  and  I  verily  believe  that  an 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  will  scarce  defray  the  extraordinary,  and 
in  my  opinion  useless  expense.  By  confining  the  sale  of  salt,  to  Calcutta, 
Dacca,  and  two  or  three  other  principal  places  where  the  salt  is  produced,  all 
those  Inconveniences  will  be  remedied,  the  Company  will  receive  as  much  as 
they  do  upon  the  present  plan,  the  immoderate  charges  of  agents,  boatmen, 
houses,  boats,  and  sepoys,  will  be  saved,  the  capital  need  be  but  half  what  It 
now  Is,  and  consequently  the  interest  of  a  large  sum  of  money  will  not  be 
lavished  ;  instead  of  confused  and  complicated  accounts  and  returns  not  [sit]  in 
2  years,  the  accounts  will  be  simple  and  plain  and  the  returns  Immediate  :  but 
what  weighs  more  with  me  than  all  the  arguments  hitherto  advanced  Is,  that 
we  shall  avoid  the  odious  Imputation  of  monopoly.  Thousands  (if  the  natives 
will  have  profits  out  of  this  article  by  purchasing  It  at  two  or  three  places  only, 
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and  disposing  of  It  afterwards  all  over  the  country:    for  I  propose  that  no 
European  whatever  shall  have  any  further  concern  in  It. 

16.  If  you  should  think  proper  to  adopt  this  new  mode  of  carrying  on 
the  salt  trade1,  and  agree  with  me  In  the  expediency  of  withdrawing  all  the 
free  merchants,  humanity  will  call  upon  you  to  make  some  provision  for  those 
\\l\o  are  deserving  of  your  favour,  I  cannot  in  justice  to  the  characters  of  the 
following  gentlemen  avoid  recommending  them  to  your  consideration.    Their 
age,  behaviour  and  experience  entitle  them  to  the  rank  of  factors,  and  I  doubt 
not  thev  \\ill  become  meritorious  servants  of  the  Company. 

Mr.  Archdekin  Mr.  Dalrymple 

„    Baillie  .,    Kellicaii 

,,     Benslcv  „    Knott 

* 

„    BlonuT  „  Lister 

„    Cobham  „  Mudie 

„    Craigie  „  Yates 

Mr.  Lethieullier 

The  very  sensible  behaviour  of  Mr.  Ducarel  upon  the  signing  of  the  memo- 
rial of  the  servants,  to  the  Court  of  Directors  obliges  me  to  point  out  to  you 
as  particularly  deserving  of  your  favour.  Although  he  was  onlv  appointed  a 
\\riter  last  year,  yet  his  age  and  understanding  qualify  him  for  a  higher  station. 
Some  encouragement  you  will  undoubtedly  bestow  upon  him  for  his  conduct 
in  the  late  affair. 

17.  In  my  former  letters  I  have  said  and  I  now  repeat  that  if  some  means 
be  not  devised  to  prevent  the  sudden  growth  of  fortunes,  among  your  younger 
servants,  this  Government  must  soon  perish  ;  if  I  cannot  obtain  belief  let  futurity 
speak  for  me.     Our  influence  Is  so  extensive  and  the  ways  of  acquiring  fortunes 
by  trade  only  are  so  various  that  some  bounds  must  be  put  to  them.    The  whole 
trade  of  Bengal  has  I  find  been  monopolized  by  your  servants,  their  agents 
and  gomastahs.    Thousands  of  the  natives  are  starving  for  want  of  those  their 
accustomed  profits,  which  are  now  diverted,  and  confined  to  one  particular 
channel,  and  the  servants  so  far  from  making  a  moderate  use  of  the  power, 
which  they  enjoy  through  your  influence,  make  not  only  the  interest  of  the 
inhabitants  subservient  to  their  own  will  but  the  interest  of  the  Company  also. 
They  are  even  of  opinion  that  the  advantages  of  trade  which  I  have  always 
considered  as  an  Indulgence  of  your's  to  them  Is  as  much  their  right  as  the 
Company's.    I  learn  from  very  good  authority  that  there  are  not  less  than 
800  factories  established  throughout  the  country  by  your  servants,  or  by  their 
agents,  who  either  carry  on  the  trade  for  their  masters  or  for  themselves  under 
the  sanction  of  their  master's  names.    Judge  now  whether  this  government 
continued  upon  such  a  plan  can  long  subsist  and  whether  the  time  might  not 
come,  when  the  whole  body  of  servants  would  threaten  to  resign  your  service 
upon  your  attempting  to  exert  any  authority  over  them  inconsonant  with 
their  own  views  and  designs. 

18.  Formerly  Instead  of  stationing  Company's  servants  at  the  different 
aurungs,  that  branch  of  trade  was  carried  on  by  the  dadney  merchants.    A 

general  association  amongst  them  to  increase  the  price  of  "goods  and  their 
perpetually  having  recourse  to  the  country  government  for  protection,  when 
they  did  not  comply  with  their  contracts,  and  were  in  your  debt,  were  the 
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principal  reasons  for  your  dropping  that  method  ui  providing  v--.»iir  iir  rsirvcr/^. 
those  reasons,  arc  nuw  entirdv  at  an  end;  von  arc  become  suvertriui>  of  the 

•  0  *~ 

country  yourselves  :  von  can  oblige  them  to  pciionn  theii  contract,  and  keci> 

*         '  "  O  A  J. 

up  to  the  musters  ;  you  can  attach  their  persms  and  effects  wherever  :>:cv  Li:  ; 

•*•  '  A 

the  large  and  needless  expense  of  sepoys,  factories,  and  ass^arries,  incurred  t»j 
set  off  the  grandeur  and  authoritv  of  vounz  writers  ifor  such  most  of  ihi 

*—•  «  »  o 

Residents  at  present  are),  will  be  sa\ed  and  if  at  any  time  the  dr.ih>  >huiiid 
fall  short  in  quantity  or  quality,  you  can  send  to  the  different  auntn^s,,  ai: 
intelligent  member  of  the  Board  as  occasional  supervisor  to  remedy  the  evil. 
This  I  am  persuaded  would  be  the  means  of  a  mat  savins  to  the  Com  pan  v 

A  O  O  1 

and  could  be  no  impediment  to  the  collections  of  the  revenues.  It  would  at  the 

same  time  remove  much  of  that  odium  and  ieakmsv,  \\hich  we  now  labour 

j  » 

under,  not  only  from  the  natives  but  from  other  European  nations.  What  i* 
the  reason  that  none  of  these  inconveniences  subsist  on  the  coast  of  Choro- 
mandel  where  your  sovereignty  Is  as  fully  established  as  at  Bengal?  The 
reason  Is  because  there  you  have  no  aunmgsy  the  piece  goods  are  provided  by 
die  black  merchants,  and  the  servants  cannot  interfere  in  the  countrv  gen  em- 

<*        <u, 

nient :  the  method  here  proposed  will  not  however  put  an  entire  stop  to  the 
evils  complained  of,  because  the  factories  of  Cossimbuzar,  Dacca  and  Patna, 
must  be  maintained,  and  some  servants  must  be  employed  there  but  the  great 
number  stationed  at  the  aurungs,  being  recalled  to  Calcutta  will  be  in  my 
opinion  the  completest  possible  remedy  and  that  sudden  independency  \\hicli 
is  now  the  lot  of  all  then  be  confined  to  a  few. 

19.  Permit  me  now  to  acquaint  you  at  the  same  time  that  I  think  some 
apology  for  my  own  ignorance  necessary,  that  neither  myself  nor  any  one  of 
the  Council  have  known  the  true  state  of  your  bond  debts:  at  least  Mr.  Sunnier 
when  he  was  asked  the  question  by  me  declared  lie  did  not.    We  always  under- 
stood that  your  bond  debts  were  considerable  but  to  my  very  great  surprise  upon 
balancing  the  treasury  books  I  find  them  to  be  much  greater  than  I  could 
possibly  have  imagined.    Such  a  discovery  may  give  occasion  for  evil  minded 
people  to  accuse  us  of  Imprudence  In  not  drawing  upon  you  to  die  amount  of 
at  least  the  24  lack  sent  to  China.    I  would  not  have  made  such  public  mention 
of  this  matter  were  I  not  certain  that  no  Inconvenience  could  arise  to  your 
affairs  from  it.    If  these  provinces  remain  in  peace  as  in  all  human  probability 
they  will,  I  stake  my  honor  and  reputation  to  you  that  by  this  time  twelve 
month,  If  necessary  the  whole  of  your  bond  debt  shall  be  discharged,  your 
civil  and  militarc  expences  shall  be  defrayed,  50  lack  shall  be  advanced  for 
your  investment.  If  goods  to  that  amount  can  he  provided.  24  laak  shall  again 
he  sent  to  China  ;  and  every  bill  drawn  upon  lis  by  the  different  presidencies 
in  India  shall  be  duly  honored.    I  do   not   assert   this   without   considera- 
tion, 1  assert  it  from  the  knowledge   1  have  of  vour   revenues   and   If  anv 

cr^  *  • 

man  has  contradicted  me  in  his  private  letters,  I  desire  only  to  be  judged  by 
the  event. 

20.  Confident  as  I  am  of  the  deliberation  and  judgement,  with  \\hich  you 

will  determine  actions  that  proceed  from  principle,  I  am  little  apprehensive  that 
the  regulations  I  am  establishing  for  the  welfare  of  the  East  India  Company 
can  be  overset  by  the  combination  of  interested  and  disgusted  individuals. 
To  lav  every  circumstance  candidlv  before  vou,  is  a  dutv  I  owe  not  onlv  to 

*•'  rf  tf  *  *  *tf 

you,  but  to  myself,  that  I  may  be  acquitted  In  the  eyes  of  the  world,  if  your 
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affairs  In  Bengal  should  lake  an  unfortunate  turn  after  1  shall  ha\e  resigned 
the  charge  of  them. 

21.    A  change  in  the  morals  and  principles  of  this  settlement  is  absolutely 

O  A      _  -i  *• 

necessary.    The  oniv  zeal  for  vour  service  is  centered  in  the  few  I  have  men- 
*  *  - 

tioiied — General  Carnac.  Mr.  Verelst  and  Mr.  Svkes.     The  association  lately 

*  V 

entered  into  against  the  proceeding  of  the  Committee  in  desiring  the  assistance 
of  the  gentlemen  of  Madras,  \\as  promoted  by  gentlemen  whose  rank  as  Coun- 
cillors in  the  sen  ice  could  not  be  affected  by  the  measure,  and  you  raav  easily 

.«  •>  -  j 

Imagine  that  the  inferior  sen  ants,  writers  of  yesterday  verv  readily  enlisted 

O  *  •  •  J 

under  their  banners.    That  a  remonstrance  would  be  made  bv  those  who  stood 

d 

next  to  Council  was  what  I  always  expected.  But  faction  alone  could  prompt 
others,  on,  or  below  that  rank  to  join  in  It.  The  agreement  not  to  visit  or 
accept  of  imitations  from  me,  the  Governor,  however  puerile.  Is  fact;  and  1 
cannot  help  observing  to  you  that  the  same  spirit  prevails  against  every 
member  of  the  Select  Committee,  Mr.  Sunnier  excepted.  How  far  that  gentle- 
man may  have  busied  himself  In  hopes  of  acquiring  popularity  by  his  dissent 
to  a  plan  against  which  he  could  not  propose  an  alternative,  I  will  not  suggest, 
but  I  will  observe  that  a  man  In  his  station,  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  govern- 
ment of  so  corrupt,  so  headstrong  and  so  licentious  a  settlement,  as  this  is,  ought 
to  have  exerted  himself  in  suppressing  rather  than  In  countenancing  such  an 
opposition.  As  ray  leltters  to  you  must  become  public  records,  I  am  cautious  of 
affecting  the  characters  of  individuals,  but  my  private  letters  to  certain  gentle- 
men who  will  read  the  contents  of  this,  will,  If  they  judge  proper  to  commu- 
nicate (and  I  hereby  give  them  liberty,  as  a  private  correspondent,  to  do  soj 
convey  to  you  my  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  even  before  the  dispatch  of  the 

Admiral  Stevens.    In  short  Mr.  Sunnier  and  I  differ  widely  in  our  Ideas  of 

j 

government. 

22.  The  example  we  have  thought  proper  to  make,  by  the  suspension  of 
Mr.  Majendie,  for  having  interested  himself  so  warmly  in  his  public  capacity 

as  Secretary  to  the  Council,  in  the  late  association,  has  awakened  the  rest  of  the 

« 

young  gentlemen,  from  their  dream  of  Independency,  and  in  a  few  weeks  I 
doubt  not  we  shall  see  greater  activity  in  office  and  more  decorum  out  of  it 
than  lias  been  usual  for  some  years.  As  Messrs.  Senior,  Levcester,  and  Gray, 

-  j  J 

who  rejoicing  in  an  opportunity  to  promote  faction,  have  been  the  chief  coun- 
cillors in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Marriott,  in  the  affair  of  the  memorial,  take 
their  passage  to  Europe  in  these  ships,  I  diink  we  have  some  chance  of  seeing 

harmony  restored  to  Calcutta. 

*> 

23.  It  Is  impossible  for  me  to  be  certain  of  your  confirmation  of  the 
measure  of  sending  for  the  Madras  gentlemen.    In  all  probability  your  answer 
to  these  dispatches  will  not  reach  Bengal,  till  after  I  have  left  it ;  for  if  by 
the  assistance  of  those  gentlemen,  and  the  few  of  integrity  and  abilities  upon 
our  own  establishment.  I  should  have  the  happiness  to  settle  every  thing  agree- 
ably to  my  wish  for  the  welfare  of  the  Company,  I  shall  certainly  resign  the 
Government  early  in  the  ensuing  year.    My  sole  view  in  every  step  I  have 
taken,  has  been  the  Interest  of  the  East  India  Company  whose  servant  I  esteem 
myself  and  not  the  servant  of  individuals.    Conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  my 
Intentions  I  have  defied  the  rage  of  malice,  and  opposition  ;  fully  satisfied  with 
the  fortune  I  acquired,  in  the  course  of  my  former  services,  I  have  declined 
accepting  for  nay  own  use,  every  advantage  accruing  to  my  Government.    If 
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therefore  my  conduct  which  I  ha\c  had  the  .>atl>fatilnn  x  xee  aDprr;  ul  and 
warmly  supported  by  a  disinterested  majorirv  in  Cr.nimiitt^,  *hr?;;it;  in  anv 
instance  meet  with  your  disapprobation,  you  will  :m:  de::v  ITIL  the  p-ticj  *>  i 
acknowledge  that  I  have  been  entirely  actuated  bv  a  zeal  for  vour  int^roi  and 

not  for  mv  own.    You  will  consider  likewise  that  I  was  nor  appointed  to  thi* 

*  •*• 

station,  in  a  common  way,  nor  to  answer  the  common  purpose*  nf  a  Qr, crrr^r, 
that  I  was  not  only  expected  to  restore  peace  to  a  distracted  tountrv.  but  tu 
reform  the  manner  of  a  corrupt  licentious  settlement  ;  and  that  rov  irea-ure^ 
to  attain  that  important  end,  are  formed  from  a  suney  taken  upon  the  spm. 
You  will  consider  that  without  assistance,  1  cannot  hope  to  >cc  regularity  and 
economy  take  place  of  confusion,  and  extravagance,  in  the  various  depart- 
ments; that  many,  both  in,  and  immediately  next  to  Council,  would  nut  with 
zeal  and  integrity,  co-operate  in  a  reform  of  abuses,  wherein  rhemsehes  had 
been  principal  actors  ;  that  the  class  of  junior  servants  could  not  furnish  u> 
with  men  of  knowledge,  or  experience1  even  in  the  transaction  of  common 
business :  and  that  if  it  could,  their  principles  must  be  tno  much  tain  led  with 
the  general  corruption,  to  turn  immediately  to  the  side  of  moderation,  and 
prevention  of  frauds :  that  if  \ve  had  not  requested  the  assistance  of  the  Madra> 
gentlemen,  business  and  reformation  must  ha\e  absolutely  stood  still,  till  the 
return  of  the  Admiral  Stevens,  and  corruption,  by  remaining  so  much  the 
longer  unchecked  in  so  many  departments,  would  have  rendered  our  under- 
taking still  more  precarious  and  difficult.  Add  to  this  that  I  must  have  been 
detained  yet  another  year  in  the  country,  which  neither  my  constitution,  nnr 
the  situation  of  my  affairs,  will  admit  of.  The  main  argument,  however,  is  this, 
that  Messrs.  Aldersey,  Russell,  Kelsall,  and  Floyer,  are  men  of  such  unquestion- 
able abilities,  have  been  so  much  employed  In  public  offices,  are  MJ  little 
acquainted  with  Bengal  luxury,  and  are  known  to  be  so  moderate  in  dieir  expec- 
tations, that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  success  of  their  assistance. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect, 
Gentlemen* 

Your  most  obedient  and  most 

Calcutta,  humble  servant, 

1  February  1766.  (signed)  dive, 

24.    Notwithstanding  the  part  I  took,  for  the  sake  of  example,  and  good 
order  in  Government,  in  the  suspension  of  Air,  Majendie,  I  must  beg  leave  to 

inform  you  that  my  wishes  were  to  have  seen  him  restored  in  a  short  time 
to  the  service :  for  his  abilities  when  strengthened  by  a  few  years  of  age  may 
render  him  a  very  useful  servant,  though  lie  certainly  is  unfit  at  the  age  of 
twenty  one  to  fill  the  station  of  Secretary  which  requires  method  and  judgement. 
A  v ain -glorious  opinion  of  his  own  importance  together  with  emoluments 
exceeding  £4,<)00  per  annum,  have  in  the  common  phrase  turned  Ms  head  : 
but  lie  is  not  deficient  in  parts,  nor,  as  far  as  I  know  in  principle.  If  therefore 
on  his  arrival  in  England,  you  should  find  his  application  to  you,  for  restora- 
tion, to  be  such  as  will  enable  you  to  grant  his  request,  without  seeming  to 
approve  of  his  conduct,  and  without  directly  or  indirectly  lowering  the  autho- 
rity of  that  power  by  which  he  was  suspended,  I  shall  not  consider  your 
restoring  him  to  his  rank  in  the  service,  as  any  indignity  offered  to  myself. 
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Peril aps  a  paragraph  In  your  General  Letter,  mentioning  that  your  lenity  Is 
the  effect  of  my  solicitation  in  his  behalf,  may  inspire  him  and  other  young 
cendemen,  with  a  juster  sense  of  duty,  and  more  becoming  respect  to 
Government  in  future. 

(Signed)  Clive. 
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Deplorable  state  of  affairs  in  Bengal  —  able  men  fro  HI  England  needed 
—  formation  of  a  committee  for  examining  the  state  of  every  department  — 
dive's  observation  on  the  Company's  young  servants  in  Bengal  —  need  for 
vigorous  action  by  the  Court  of  Directors  to  remove  abuses  in  Bengal. 


the  Hoii'blc  the  Court  of  Directors  &c.  &c.  &c. 

# 

Gentlemen, 

1.  I  have  the  honor  to  send  vou  enclosed  abstracts  of  all  vour  civil  and 

*  * 

"military  expences  upon  this  establishment  from  the  1st  January  1765  to  the 
1st  January  1766,  and  likewise  the  particulars  of  your  military  expense  for  one 
month.  The  civil  disbursements  for  one  or  two  months  at  some  of  the  distant 
factories  were  wanting,  but  I  have  computed  them  upon  an  average  and  the 
difference  cannot  be  material.  These  accounts  will  bear  testimony  to  the  great 
inattention,  negligence  and  extravagancy  which  have  prevailed  in  both  depart- 
ments and  convince  you  that  I  have  not  exaggerated  the  abandoned  state  of 
this  settlement.  Your  orders  for  sending  to  you  annually  the  state  of  your 
military  expences,  have  I  iind  been  often  repeated  in  vain,  and  when  accounts 
amounting  to  such  large  sums  are  kept  so  long  behindhand,  the  detection  of 
frauds  is  impossible. 

2.  It  gives  me  pain  though  it  be  my  duty  to  repeat  the  observation  that 
your  service  in  general  for  want  of  capacity  or  attention  in  some,  and  want  of 
principle  in  others,  has  for  these  two  or  three  years  past  been  nothing  but  a 
scene  of  fraud  and  confusion.    I  feel,  however,  a  conscious  satisfaction  within 
myself  that  I  shall  see  your  affairs  upon  such  a  footing  before  I  leave  this 
country  that  it  will  only  depend  upon  yourselves  whether  the  Company  shall 
or  shall  not,  (excuse  my  vanity  upon  the  occasion)  enjoy  the  fruit  of  my  labors. 

3.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  it  is  become  absolutely  necessary  you  should 

send  from  England  five  or  six  gentlemen  of  unquestionable  abilities  and  good 
constitutions,  qualified  for  the  Secretaries  and  Accountants  offices.  Without 
such  assistance  it  is  evident  that  your  civil  branches  cannot  long  continue  in 
order,  nor  will  vour  accounts,  by  which  only  vou  can  discover  frauds,  abuses 

m  •*  *»  (* 

and  neglects  be  regularly  transmitted. 

4.  Agreeably  to  the  6th  paragraph  of  my  letter  of  the  1st  February  a  com- 
mittee is  now  formed  for  examining  into  the  state  of  every  department  and 
for  establishing  what  is  much  wanted,  method  as  well  as  integrity  and  economy 
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III  each,  and  I  flatter  mvself  vou  will  soon  be  convinced  of  the  utilitv  of  the 

r  *  j 

enquiries  now  on  foot  as  no  other  means  can  so  effectually  obtain  for  vcu  a 
true  statement  of  your  affairs  here  or  so  dearlv  a>ctrtain  the  r;o:iu>  which 
require  reformation. 

5.  In  my  former  letters  I  with  great  truth  as  uell  as  freedom  observed  to 
you  that  most  of  your  servants  In  Bengal  were  so  young.  ?o  extravagant,  and 
had  Imbibed  notions  so  contrary  to  their  o\\n  honor  and  vour  interest  that  It 

*  a 

\\as  Incumbent  upon  vou  to  seek  for  assistance   elsewhere.    Your  principal 

i  ti- 

servants  should  always  be  men  of  sense,  years  and  experience  ;  for  If  we  reflect 
but  for  a  moment  on  the  extensiveness  of  your  concerns,  revenues  amounting 
to  millions  sterling,  a  trade  which  may  be  carried  on  to  the  amount  of  70  laaks 
of  rupees,  and  dominions  to  govern  which  exceed  France  In  extent  and  number 
of  subjects.  It  Is  Impossible  to  conceive  ho\\  such  a  government  can  long  exist 
under  the  management  of  boys  whose  principles  are  corrupted  by  examples, 
and  glare  of  wealth  the  moment  thev  land.  I  have  recommended  to  vou  the 

*—*  *  « 

sending  out  five  or  six  gentlemen  qualified  for  the  Secretary's  and  Accountant's 
offices:  if  you  shall  think  proper  to  adopt  such  a  plan,  you  will  undoubtedly 
consider  whether  vou  will  allow  those  gentlemen  a  certain  rank  In  vour  service 

"  O  * 

or  fix  them  to  a  certain  rank  and  certain  posts,  granting  them  the  full  privilege 
of  trade.  Their  emoluments  will  In  either  case  reward  their  services  in  five  or 
six  years  and  Indeed  they  will  honestly  deserve  an  Independency  if  they  carry 
on  the  accounts  and  business  of  this  settlement  with  method  and  Integrity. 

6.  That  vou  mav  be  fullv  cominced  of  the  utilitv  and  necessity  of  reeu- 

u  f  *  "  J  t> 

lating  every  department,  I  must  request  you  will  suspend  your  judgement 
(among  nianv  other  reasons  for  the  necesskv  of  the  late  measured  until  we 

.  O  <•  " 

are  enabled  to  lay  before  you  an  abstract  of  the  expences  of  the  present 
year,  that  you  may  examine  Into  the  particulars  and  compare  them  with  those 
now  sent  you  for  the  year  past. 

7.  You  will  be  pleased  to  remark  that  I  have  made  a  minute  in  Consul- 
tation desiring  to  have  abstracts  of  all  your  expences  civil  and  military  trans- 
mitted to  me  bv  the  15th  of  every  month  that  I  mav  from  Iience  form  a 

*  +  ¥• 

general  abstract  of  trie  whole,  to  be  entered  monthly  on  the  face  of  the  Consul- 
tations In  pursuance  of  my  Idea  In  the  7th  paragraph  of  my  last  letter.  But 
as  these  entries  would  be  very  voluminous,  and  acid  greatly  to  the  business 
of  the  Secretary's  office,  already  too  extensive,  1  propose  only  to  enter  the 
sum  total  of  every  department  on  the  face  of  the  Consultations  and  enter 
the  abstracts  In  a  separate  book,  which  shall  be  laid  before  the  Board  monthly, 
and  transmitted  to  you  when  the  year's  accounts  are  completed.  This  book 
will  shew  vou  the  monthlv  and  vearlv  account  of  everv  head, 

*  *'  ^  *  <* 

8.  The  English  East  India  Company  are  here  so  situated  that  they  cannot 
be  less  than  they  now  are,  without  ceasing  to  be  at  all:   and  It  Is  equally 
certain  that  their  present  greatness  will  add  to  the  power  and  Influence  of  their 
servants  already  too  extensive— to  check  and  confine  the  unbounded  designs 
of  those  whose  ambition  Is  constantly  thwarting  the  interest  of  their  employers, 
has  been  mv  dailv  labor  and  although  I  have  as  vet  done  but  little  towards  that 

rf  .'  O  • 

general  reformation  without  which  I  am  convinced  the  Company  cannot  long 
have  a  being  in  Bengalt  yet  I  have  done  sufficient  greatly  to  injure  my  consti- 
tution, and  to  obtain  the  odium  of  all  your  servants  excepting  the  very 
VoL  IV— 26 


LETTER   TO  COCRT 

few   -A hose  Ideas  of  the  public  good  correspond  with  mine.    Perquisites  and 

privilege*  in  the  utmost  extent,  and  manifestly  to  the  great  detriment  of 
\oiir  senkc,  have  been  so  long  tolerated  that  every  attempt  towards  reducing 
vour  immense  cxpences.  \\here  private  interest  is  concerned  is  considered  as 
the  greatest  hardship  and  prescription  is  everywhere  a  plea  against  reason 
and  justice.  In  short  supported  though  I  am  with  a  Council  and  a  Committee 
strenuous  in  the  resolution  to  reform  abuses,  I  shall  only  be  able  to  leave 
things  upon  a  plan  of  amendment,  and  it  must  finally  rest  with  yourselves  to 
gi\e'~peniianeticy  and  stability  to  Bengal,  by  the  most  vigorous  efforts  of  your 
power.  The  insight  and  knowledge  I  am  endeavouring  to  acquire  in  every 
department  will  I  hope  enable  me  to  lay  before  you  materials  sufficient  to 
work  upon  and  completely  to  effect  the  great  purposes  of  our  vush. 

9.    As  this  may  probably  be  the  last  time  of  my  troubling  you  by  letter, 
with  niv  ideas  of  vour  affairs,  not  onlv  the  Company's  interest  but  my  own 

„  ,  .  i  «  - 

honor,  calls  upon  me  to  represent  to  you  that  if  you  do  not  unite  to  a  man 
in  the  exertion  of  your  utmost  abilities  and  in  the  pursuit  of  the  most  resolute 
and  determined  measures,  you  will  no  longer  be  masters,  or  have  the  least 
authority  o\er  your  servants.  Bengal  must  inevitably,  in  the  space  of  two  or 
three  vears.  sink  under  its  own  weight  of  corruption  and  extravagance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient 

Calcutta,  and  most  humble  servant, 

20th  March   1766.  (Signed)  Clive. 
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Fixation  of  prices  of  imported  articles — exorbitant  demands  made  by 
captains  of  ships  from  passengers  sailing  to  England — hopes  for  large  invest- 
ment in  the  ensuing  season — Dutch  opium  trade — goods  freighted  on  English 
ships  and  imported  for  sale  in  Calcutta  exempted  from  duties — measures  to 
check  encroachment  of  the  Hooghly  river  on  the  New  Fort  in  Calcutta — 
Bolts  and  Marriott  censured  for  misconduct — refractory  spirit  amongst 
Bengal  mil  servants — assistance  of  civilians  from  Madras — Ducarel's  loyalty 
commended — pleasures  to  prevent  abuse  of  dastaks  by  the  Company's  servants 
— forming  of  the  military  into  brigades — mutiny  in  the  army  in  1764 — Com- 
pttn\'s  protection  withdrawn  from  KJiwaja  Mockil  and  Johanna  Alarcat. 

lO  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'bie  United 

Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honorable  Sirs, 

I.    Our  last  advices  under  date  the  29th  of  January  went  by  the  ships 
Gr&rcille  and  Kent,  which  received  their  dispatches  from  our  Master  Attendant 
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at  Ingellee  the  1 5th  of  February,  They  contained  a  summary  only  ?,*£  vuv.r 
affairs  from  the  departure  of  the  Admiral  Sleekens  for  reasons  which  will  appear 
in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  letter.  We  shall  therefore  no\\  by  the  Ponsborne 

enter  Into  a  more  particular  detail  under  the  established  heads  upon  such,  sub- 
jects as  have  not  been  noticed  in  our  occasional  letter  bv  the  Admiral  Steepens 

J*  » 

or  in  our  last  by  the  GrciKillc. 

First  of  shipping 

2.  The  ships  of  last  season  destined  for  Coast  and  Bay  ail  safelv  arrived 
with  us,  vizt.,  the  Grenville  the  15th  October,  Speke  and  Pacifick  the  6th  and 
20th  November,  and  Ponsborne  the  2(lth  December.  The  three  first  mentioned 

delivered  at  Fort  St.  George  their  several  consignments  for  that  Presidency,  hut 
the  Ponsborne  not  having  reached  the  Coast  till  late  in  October,  and  falling 
in  with  the  land  off  Pondicherry,  Captain  Payne  found  it  impracticable  to  beat 

up  to  Madrass  against  the  monsoon  and  therefore  thought  It  advisable  to  make 
the  best  of  his  way  to  this  port,  the  packet  and  consignments  of  this  ship  for 
Madrass  have  been  forwarded  thither. 

3.  We  Informed  YOU  in  our  last  of  the  destination  of  the  Pacijick  for 

m  i* 

Fort  St.  George  to  fill  up  there  for  Europe  and  of  die  Spcke  for  Madras^ 
Bencoolen  and  China.  They  were  accordingly  dispatched  from  Ingellee  the 
15th  of  February. 

4.  Your  ship,  the  Admiral  Watson  from  Bencoolen,  arrived  on  the  Coast 
the  2nd  October  where  after  landing  a  detachment  of  sepoys  she  was  dispatched 
for  this  place,  and  imported  the  26th  November.    We  have  appointed  her  for 
carrying  home  our  last  dispatches  this  year  and  the  remainder  of  our  Invest- 
ment, and  she  will  accordingly  proceed  very  soon  after  the  Ponsborne. 

5.  Captain  Blewkt,  the  late  commander  of  the  Admiral  Watson,  was 
unfortunately  drowned  In  attempting  to  go  ashore  at  Moco  A  loco.    Mr.  Money, 
the  chief  officer,  has  succeeded  to  the  command 

6.  We  were  tinder  great  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the  Hector  and 
Fal mouthy  not  having  received  any  accounts  of  them  from  the  time  of  their 
leaving  England  till  lately  by  a  letter  from  the  gentlemen  at  Madrass.    We  are 
advised  of  the  Hector's  arriving  at  Rio  Janeiro  the  24th  of  August  and  of  her 
having  left  the  Falmoiith  at  St.  lago  in  the  month  of  May  :  the  Hector  is  report- 
ed to  have  been  In  a  leaky  condition  and  verv  sicklv,  having  lost  above  a 

*  W  r  CJ 

hundred  of  her  men. 

7.  These  advices  came  by  the  Harcotirt  which  arrived  at  Anjango  the 
9th  of  January,  having  left  the  Royal  Charlotte  at  Rio  Janeiro  the  24th  of 
August. 

8.  The  arrival  of  the  Grenville  so  iate  in  the  season  and  the  uncertainty 
when  we  should  see  your  other  Coast  and  Bay  ships  determined  us  to  alter  the 
destination  of  the  Kent  originally  Intended  for  Bombay  and  to  give  her  a 
loading  for  Europe,  her  departure  accordingly  ki  company  with  the  Grenville 

we  have  already  mentioned  In  the  first  paragraph. 

9.  The  Earl  of  Middlesex  arrived  at  Madras  from  Batavia  the  31st  May 
last,  and  was  dispatched  for  Europe  with  a  full  loading  the  20th  October. 
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We  have  been  advised  from  Madrass  of  the  safe  arrival  there  of  the 
Fo.v  earlv  in  September,  the  True  Briton  die  2nd  October, 

~fl  Xovr-  tlif  Hardvicke   the   llth   and  Clit'e  the  22nd  November; 

after  landing  the  recruits  thev  \\ere  dispatched  round  to  Bombay,  and  it  is 

\\  Ith  pleasure  we  observe  the  gentlemen  there  will  be  able  to 
23d  D»XT.  provide  them  all  with  cargoes  for  Europe. 

11.  \Ye  are  advised  from  Fort  Marlbro'  that  the  Royal  George  arrived 

there  the  7th  of  September  with  149  slaves  for  the  service 
12  Febry.  ()£    t|lc    \\c$t    Coast:    the    Thames    and    Grosvenor    sailed 

thence  for  China  the  30th  July,  uhere  by  letters  from  the  supracargoes  of  the 

2nd  October  we  learn  they  were  safely  arrived  with  all  the  ships  destined 

thither  of  last  season. 

12.  in  our  last  ue  mentioned  the  arrival  of  the  Argo  frigate  at  Malacca 
in  a  distressed  condition.    She  arrived  at  Madrass  the  8th  February  and  we 
hear  it  is  Captain  Afflick's  intention  to  proceed  directly  for  Europe. 

13.  Your  snow  the  Cuddalore  which  was   sent   to   attend  the  Argo   to 
China  bv  the  eastern  track,  returned  hither  in  December. 

« 

14.  Your  ship  London  from  China  and  Sooloo  with  a  detachment  of  the 

troops   from    Manilla    put    in    at    Bimlipatara    in    distress 
15  Jui>~-  the   28th  June    and   as   she   could   not  make   her   passage 

to  Madrass  at  that  season  of  the  year,  the  Chief  and  Council  of  Vizaga- 
19  August  patam  after  landing  the  troops  dispatched  her  to  us.     Soon 

9  Septr.  after  the  gentlemen  at  Madrass  recommending  her  to  be 

sold  as  they  had  no  further  service  for  her,  she  was  put  up  at  outcry  and  dis- 
posed of  for  12,450  rupees. 

15.  The  1  Hocus,  one  of  your  ships  belonging  to  the  Madras  establishment, 

has  likewise  at  the  recommendation  of  the  President  and 
15  April  Council    there    been    disposed    of    at    publick    outcry    for 

~°  Ju  ^'  rupees  16,006. 

16.  The  gentlemen   at  Fort   Marlbro'   having  made   earnest   application 

to  us  for  an  early  supply  of  stores,  the  Syren  snow  was  employed  on  that 

service  and  sailed  the  28th  December. 

17.  We   have   laid   aside    all   thoughts    of   establishing   a   marine    yard 
at  Chittagong  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  19th  paragraph  of  your  com- 
mands of  the^loth  February  1765  and  we  must  have  recourse  to  Bombay  for  the 
schooners  that  may  be  required  for  the  river  service  as  they  are  not  only 
cheaper  but  of  a  better  construction  than  such  as  have  been  provided  at 
Chittagong. 

IS.    The  pilots  masters  and  mates  in  the  marine  delivered  in  a  petition 

last  September  setting  forth  their  inability  to  support  them- 
9  Septr.  selves  and  families  on  their  present  stipends  by  reason  of 

the  encreascd  price  of  every  article  of  cxpcnce  particularly  that  of  house  rent. 
Although  we  are  careful  at  all  times  to  avoid  the  increase  of  allowances  to  any 
of  your  servants  yet  we  could  not  but  comply  with  this  request  being  fully 
sensible  of  the  justness  of  this  representation.  Indeed  it  became  necessary  in 
order  to  avert  the  prejudice  your  service  would  have  sustained  by  their  quitting 
which  some  of  them  had  actually  done  for  a  better  [sic]. 
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19.  The  Master  Attendant  has  since  represented  10  us  the  difficulties  and 
impediments  he  meets  with  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  marine  from 

n<5  Ocfr  *e  small  wages  the  artificers  employed  therein  receive  com- 

pared with  what  is  paid  at  the  Xew  Fort  and  other  offices. 
This  matter  lays  with  us  for  consideration  and  we  shall  be  careful!  to  settle 
it  on  the  most  reasonable  footing  and  take  every  other  measure  that  may 
appear  necessary  for  establishing"  this  material  branch  nf  business  under  a 
proper  regulation. 

20.  Hie    17th  paragraph  of  your  commands  dated   the    15th  February 
were  immediately  communicated  to  the  Master  Attendant  \\ith  the  ^trieteJr 

injunctions  to  pay  the  most  particular  regard  to  the  taking  frequent  and 
accurate    surveys    of    the    River    which    we    shall    take    care*"  Is    punctually 

attended  to. 

2!.    The  commanders  of  your  ships  from  Europe  represented  to  us  the 

frequent  desertion  of  their  men  and  as  the  same  desired  our  authority  for  their 

n  ^  searching  country  vessells  \\Iiere  it  was  imagined  thev  had 

O       I    |  a  (f^t*  ^""  *  *-^  * 

sometimes    taken    refuge    with    the    connivance    of    their 

masters  :  we  could  not  object  to  a  compliance  \\ith  their  request  and  hope  k 
will  prove  effectual  in  putting  a  stop  to  this  evil  in  future. 

22.    A  complaint  was  made  to  us  by  Mr.  Hammond,  chief  officer  of  the 
Asia,  of  his  having  been  discharged  from  his  station  by  Captain  Ingiis  \vithout 

any  warning  or  reason  assigned,    \Ve  called  upon  Captain 

24  Octr.  Ingiis  in  consequence,  who  represented  to  us  tiiat  both  the 
l8*No\T                  other  officers  and  the  whole  ship's  crew  had  complained  to 

25  Do.  him  of  his  arrogant  behaviour  and  general  il!  treatment 
^  t^r-                of   the   men.    Captain   Ingiis   further    exhibited   a   charge 


against  Air.  Hammond  for  encouraging  a  mutiny  on  board 
the  ship  at  the  time  she  was  ordered  upon  service  at  Bombay.  The  matter  was 
immediately  enquired  into  and  upon  the  whole  we  judged  that  although 
Air.  Hammond's  conduct  with  respect  to  his  treatment  of  the  ships  company 
was  highly  culpable  yet  there  was  not  sufficient  foundation  for  his  dismission  ; 
but  the  charge  of  his  encouraging  the  seamen  in  their  objections  to  go  upon 
service  against  the  Malwans1  appeared  to  us  a  crime  of  so  high  a  nature  that 
we  immediately  discharged  him  from  your  service.  For  a  particular  account 
of  our  proceedings  on  this  occasion  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  minutes 
of  Consultation  noted  in  the  margin. 

Secondly  of  goads  from  Europe  or  from  one  par!  of  India  to  another 

23.    \Ve  have  not  vet  made  trval  of  the  woolens  received  by  the  ships  of 

«t  <«  -*'  A. 

last  season.  Sensible  of  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  your  trade,  we  shall 
ever  be  attentive  to  the  means  of  extending  it  ;  with  this  view  we  determined 

to  postpone  your  sales  from  the  usual  time  to  that  of  the 
36th  Deer.  1765.  pooneah  which  on  the  grant  of  the  dewannee  to  the 

Company  was  intended  to  have  been  held  at  Calcutta, 
having  reason  to  imagine  that  the  vast  concourse  of  zemindars  and  other 
people  of  substance  and  credit  resorting  hither  on  that  occasion  would  have 
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raken  off  a  lar^e  quanrity.    Although  circumstances  have  intervened  to  pre- 
vent  its   taking  place   this   season,   we  have   not   on   that 
3d  March   1766,     account  altered  the   time  fixed  for  the   sales   which   will 

accordingly  be  made  the  1st  of  May. 

o  .  * 

24.  The  Ponsborne  brought  100  hales  of  the  last  year's  consignments  for 

t?  *  *-•- 

Bombay  which  in  conformity  to  your  directions  have  been  forwarded  thither 

w  —  * 

on  two  country  ships  having  as  much  of  our  own  as  we  shall  probably  be  able 
to  dispose  of. 

25.  In  the  indents  now  forwarded  in  triplicate  for  the  Import  Warehouse, 
the  goods  for  sale  and  those  for  the  consumption  of  the  place  are  distinguished 
in  separate  columns,  and  to  prevent  mistakes  in  future,  samples  are  now  sent 
of  the  particular  sorts  of  copper  most  in  demand  here,  an  account  whereof 
makes  a  number  in  the  packet. 

26.  The  Import  Warehouse  account  remaining]  now  forwarded  in  tripli- 
cate, is  made  very  explicit  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  direct  and  the  ballance  of 
each  sortment  of  copper  remaining  particularly  specified. 

27.  Upon  altering  the  destination  of  the  Kent  as  mentioned  in  the  8th 
paragraph,  we  took  the  first  opportunity  of  forwarding  to  Bombay  the  con- 
signments she  had  on  board  for  that  Presidency. 

28.  The  considerable  supply  of  24  laak  of  rupees  provided  this  season  for 
the  China  investment  of  which  we  advised  you  particularly  in  our  address 

by  the  Kent  and  Grenville  will  we  flatter  ourselves  sufficiently  evince  to  you 

.  j  j 

that  we  have  paid  the  strictest  attention  to  your  injunctions  for  assisting  this 

important  branch  of  your  trade. 

29.  We  still  abide  by  our  former  resolution  of  not  granting  bills  of 
exchange  upon  you  to  any  considerable  amount  beyond  what  has  been  already 
granted  by  the  Grenville  and  Kent ;  our  reasons  are  as  follow :  had  we  drawn 
upon  you  so  far  as  twenty  or  even  thirty  laaks  of  rupees,  that  amount  would 
have  been  so  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  individuals  that  the  French,  Dutch 
and  Danes  would  have  been  supplied  with  what  money  they  had  occasion 
for  and  as  much  as  individuals  would  chuse  to  risk  by  foreign  remittances, 
and  also  the  certainty  of  our  being  able  within  the  space  of  a  twelve  month 
to  discharge  the  whole  of  your  bond  debts  if  necessary  which  are  now  reduced 
to  65,08,229-5-3  and  we  shall  shortly  forbid  any  further  sums  being  received 
into  your  treasury  at  interest. 

*  * 

30.  The  Madeira  wine  we  have  been  supplied  with  this  season  has  turned 
out  very  well  except  nine  pipes  which  were  rather  inferior  to  the  rest  and  all 
the  casks  were  in  good  condition  as  appears  by  the  Import  Ware  House 
Keeper's  report  which  comes  a  number  in  the  packet.    We  must  here  take 
the  liberty  of  requesting  you  will  encrease  the  supply  of  this  article  as  the 
120  pipes  received  this  season  is  far  insufficient  to  be  shared  amongst  the  great 
number  of  civil  and  military  servants  of  this  establishment  and  we  flatter 
ourselves  you  will  not  deny  us  this  reasonable  indulgence  so  far  as  the  circum- 
stances of  your  tonnage  will  admit  of  it. 

31.  The  five  pipes  of  our  consignment  you  were  pleased  to  order  might 
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be  set  apart  for  Fort  Marlbnr  were  taken  out  ai  Madras  and  forwarded  from 

thence. 

32.  In  consequence  of  the  53rd  paragraph  of  your  letter  dared  :he  2U: 
November    1764,  we  shall  take  every  precaution  fur   ihe   detect  ion   of   illicit 
trade  particularly  on  the  ships  from  Madeira  and  have  issued  the  necessary 
orders  for  that  purpose  to  the  Custom  Master  and  Import  Warehr/u^ekeeper. 

33.  Pursuant   to   the   orders   contained   in   the   27th    paragraph    of   voiir 

4  t  i,  w 

commands  dated  the  15th  February,  Mr.  Walton  ha>  been  appointed  ro  ihr 
charge  of  the  gun  powder  works  and  a  committee  nominated  to  inspect  the 
same  consisting  of  the  Military  Storekeeper,  Chief  Engineer  and  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Artillery  who  have  been  furnished  with  the  necessary  ins- 
tructions and  we  hope  their  attention  herein  mil!  contribute  to  the  improve- 
ment of  this  manufacture  as  we  are  troely  sensible  of  its  importance, 
Mr.  Walton  has  been  much  indisposed  ever  since  his  arrival  here,  and  *o  short 
a  time  in  charge  of  this  branch  that  we  think  it  to  no  purpose  to  <end  yuti 
samples  of  powder  until  we  have  some  of  his  manufacturing. 

34.  The  exorbitant  prices  demanded  of  late  by  most  of  the  commander* 
and  officers  of  the  Europe  ships  for  the  necessaries  imported  by  diem,  induced 
us  (particularly  as  they  fall  heavy  on  the  military  whose  allowances  have  bet-n 

04  o  lately  so  much  reduced)  to  think  of  some  means  to  prevent 

this  growing  evil  To  this  end  we  fixed  a  certain  price 
to  each  article  affording  a  very  handsome  profit  to  the  importers,  the  parti- 
culars whereof  appear  on  the  minutes  of  Consultation  the  24th  October  ant! 
as  we  could  not  doubt  that  the  inhabitants  would  readily  acquiesce  in  a 
measure  taken  for  the  general  good  we  determined  at  the  same  time  that 
ail  persons  who  might  be  detected  in  purchasing  a  larger  proportion  of  those 
necessaries  than  might  be  wanted  for  their  own  consumption  or  the  supply  of 
their  constituents  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  same,  should  immediately  on  such 
detection  forfeit  the  Company's  protection,  and  further  that  we  should  prose- 
cute according  to  law  all  persons  who  might  forestall  the  market  by  making 
purchases  down  the  River  or  at  any  other  places  so  as  to  prevent  the  articles 
being  duely  exposed  to  sale  in  Calcutta.  Advertisements  were  accordingly 
published  to  this  effect  and  notification  hereof  given  to  the  commanders  of 
your  ships  as  they  arrived. 

35.  It  is  with  concern  we  observe  that  little  or  no  regard  has  been  paid 
to  this  restriction  and  that  the  captains  finding  sufficient  purchasers  upon 
their  ow^n  terms  continued  to  sell  their  commodities  at  the  usual  extravagant 
rate.    As  this  restriction  has  been  attempted  purely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
settlement,  we  must  request  you  will  interpose  with  your  authority  to  render 
it  effectual  by  threatening  with  your  displeasure  such  commanders  as  do  not 
strictly  comply  therewith. 

36.  We  have  at  the  same  time  to  take  notice  to  you  of  the  exorbitant 
demands  made  by  the  captains  from  passengers  to  England;   you  will   be 
surprized    to    learn    that    not   less    than    five    thousand    rupees    have    been 
demanded  from  and  given  by  more  than  one  individual.    This  is  so  gross  an 
imposition,  and  as  it  is  rather  likely  to  increase  than  diminish  unless  you 
interpose  and  prevent  it.  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  people  of  moderate 
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fortunes  who  will  be  in  a  manner  disabled  from  revisiting  their  native  country, 
we  hope  YOU  will  eive  such  orders  as  mav  in  future  limit  vour  commanders 

i          .  O  * 

to  reasonable  prices. 

37.  We  shall  take  care  in  future  to  transmit  regular  abstracts  of  the 
invoices  and  specify  in  our  advices  the  consignments  that  may  occasionally  be 
made  on  your  ships  to  the  different  presidencies  as  directed  in  the  31st  para- 
graph of  your  commands  of  the  15th  February. 

38.  We  could  wish  you  had  fully  complied  with  our  indent  for  tent 
cloth  as  by  long  experience  we  find  it  answer  the  purposes  of  the  field  much 
better  than  country  cloth.    We  therefore  request  that  in  future  the  whole 

quantity  of  this  article  indented  for  may  be  sent  out. 

Thirdly  of  investments 

*<  * 

* 

39.  No  more  of  the  Barnagore  cloths,  of  which  musters  were  sent  you 

bv  the  Boscawen  have  been  since  manufactured  ;  we  have  directed  one  hundred 

j  * 

pieces  of  each  sort,  which  are  now  on  the  looms,  but  we  are  afraid  they  will 

not  be  finished  in  time  to  go  by  these  ships. 

40.  The  gentlemen  at  Cossimbuzar  have  the  strictest  orders  to  encrease 

the  provision  of  raw  silk,  which  has  hitherto  been  greatly  prevented  by  the 
want  of  winders.  The  earlv  advances  that  have  been  made,  the  influence 

<«' 

we  now  have  in  the  country,  the  preference  that  will  in  future  be  given  to 
your  business  to  that  of  other  merchants,  with  the  assistance  of  Radnagore 
silk  which  Air.  Verelst  is  endeavouring  to  bring  to  the  quality  and  price  of 
that  of  Cossimbuzar,  we  hope  will  considerably  encrease  this  part  of  the  invest- 
ment for  the  ensuing  season. 

41.  Your  orders  relative  to  the  goods  proper  for  the  African  trade,  we 
Genl.  Lre.  15         have  directed  to  be  carried  into  execution  and  the  greatest 

ParaY"  176S'  14M      attention  shall  be  paid  thereto. 

42.  Our  reasons  for  the  increase  and  decrease  of  the  several  articles  in 
your  list  of  investments,  you  will  receive  in  this  packet,  to  which  we  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  and  we  here  summarily  observe  that  you  will  find  an  encrease  on 
the  investment  of  this  season,  if  compared  with  the  medium  of  those  for 
eight  years  past,  of  near  ten  laaks  of  rupees,  besides  which  we  shall  have  a 
pretty  considerable  ballance  remaining  in  our  warehouse. 

43.  The  large  and  early  advances  already  made  to  the  subordinates  and 
awungs,  give  us  the  greatest  reason  to  hope  for  a  very  large  and  well  pro- 
vided investment  for  the  next  season.    It  shall  be  our  endeavour  to  adhere 
strictly  to  the  list  received  per  Tilbury,  and  to  confine  whatever  increase  we 
may  make,  to  such  articles  as  we  have  unavoidably  fell  short  of  in  the  provi- 
sion of  this  season  ;  a  particular  account  whereof  is  stated  in  our  reasons  for 
the  increase  and  decrease  now  forwarded. 

44.  A  demand  was  made  upon  us  by  Meer  Ashroff2  of  CRs.  6,864-5-6  for 

cloths  delivered  into  the  cottah  at  Patna  for  the  Company's 
20th  May.  investment  before  the  troubles  in  1763  and  the  same  being 

supported  with  proper  vouchers  we  ordered  it  to  be  paid. 
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45.  The  Export  Warehouse  Keeper  lately  represented  to  us  an  en-crease 
in  the  price  of  one  dispatch  of  silk  from  Cossimbuzar  although  it  w  a^  Inferior 
to  the  former  despatch  received,  the  reasons  whereof  aie  assigned  in  a  letter 
from  the  gentlemen  at  Cossirnbuzar  dated  the  1st  November  and  to  pre\ent 
the  prices  of  this  commodity  fluctuating  in   your  invoice*  on  the  different 
dispatches  of  our  ships,  we  have  ordered  the  gentlemen  at  Cossimbuzar  In 
future  to  specify  the  cost  of  what  the  whole  will  turn  out  on  an  average  for 
the  season. 

46.  Mr.  Delaporte  represented  to  us  that  his  residence  would  be  most 
usefull  at  Calcutta  to  examine  the  bales  as  thev  arc  received  from  the  different 

* 

factories  and  minings  and  applied  at  the  same  time  fur  an  addition  to  the 
salary  you  were  pleased  to  appoint  for  him,  assuring  us  it  was  insufficient  for 
his  support.  We  have  thereupon  fixed  him  at  the  Presidency  and  granted  him 
a  further  allowance  of  100  rupees  per  month  which  we  hope  you  will  approve 
as  we  are  persuaded  thai  his  knowledge  and  assiduity  In  the  branch  lie  is 
employed  in  will  be  of  great  service  to  your  Investment  and  in  which  his 
conduct  has  already  given  us  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

47.  We  have  been  disappointed  by  the  late  arrival  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  saltpetre  Investment  which  left  Patna  in  the  month  of  November  and  has 
been  delayed  on  the  way  ever  since  owing  as  we  are  informed  to  the  bad  con- 
dition of  the  boats  and  the  negligence  of  the  people  who  have  It  In  charge. 
We  have  ordered  5200  maunds  to  be  laden  on  the  Ponsborne  but  have  given 
directions  to  the  commander,  as  the  season  is  so  far  advanced,  not  to  wait  a 
moment  for  It,  or  delay  in  the  receipt  of  the  bale  goods,  should  he  not  receive 
10  this  amount ;  the  Master  Attendant  will  endorse  what  mav  be  deficient  off 

^ 

the  bill  of  lading  and  notice  the  same  in  his  advice  of  her  dispatch.  The 
several  dispatches  of  petre  this  season  have  been  as  follow: 

On    board    the    Admiral    Steepens  . 300(1  Mds 

Grenville  ..<.......*....  9000 

Kgnt 7500 

Via  Bombay  Lord  Anson      .    .    .  81)00 

Prince  of  Wales ,    .  1500 

Diana  ...............*  8000 

Via  Madras  Pacifick 7660 

Ponsborne  ........    5200 


Mds. 

48.  We  cannot  close  this  head  without  remarking  that  the  Maulda  provi- 
sion of  goods  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Banvell  has  turned  out  extremely  good 
and  that  gentleman's  conduct  in  the  management  of  this  branch  of  your  busi- 

ness is  much  to  our  satisfaction. 

i 

Fourthly  of  the  trade  of  India,  transactions  relative  to  the  European 

powers,  country  government 


49.    With  respect  10  the  Inland  trade  of  salt,  beetle  and  tobacco,  the  Select 

Committee  inform  us  they  have  been  so  full  and  explicit  in  their  advices  that 
nothing  remains  for  us  to  say  on  that  subject, 
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50.  In  the  1 9th  paragraph  of  our  letter  per  Ro\al  George  dated  the  29th 
September  1763,  you  \vere  advised  that  In  consequence  of  the  slow  march  of 
our  troops,  an  address  was  made  to  the  Dutch  desiring  them  to  collect  in  the 
saltpetre  belonging  to  both  our  factories  during  the  war  with  Cossim  Aly  Cawn 
and  that  when  it  would  be  dispatched  down  they  would  order  our  proportion 
to  be  delivered  us.    Their  answer  intimating  that  they  were  little  disposed  to 
assist  our  affairs,  determined  us  to  use  every  means  for  securing  as  large  a  share 
of  that  year's  petre  as  possible,  and  for  that  purpose,  Major  Adams  was  wrote 
to,  to  take  possession  of  the  an  rungs  and  all  the  petre  that  could  be  collected 
without  loss  of  time.    The  Dutch  reply  stands  minuted  In  Consultation  the 
12th  September  63. 

51.  In  our  letter  per  Osterly  of  the  19th  December  1763,  you  were  further 
advised  that  the  Dutch  had  taken  advantage  of  the  troubles  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  ophium  trade  In  so  much  that  we  were  likely 

Parah    99  .  - 

to  meet  with  difficulty  in  procuring  even  the  small  quan- 
tity wanted  for  Fort  Maryborough.  Their  original  letters  relative  to  that  affair 
were  forwarded  by  the  same  opportunity. 

52.  We  wrote  also  very  fully  by  the  Qsterly  In  answer  to  the  complaints 
of  the  Dutch  concerning  the  article  of  ophium  referring  at  the  same  time 

-  for  a  more  particular  explanation  to  our  minutes  of  Con- 

sultation the  3rd  October  of  the  same  vear  as  well  as  to 

4f 

Mr.  M.  Guire  himself  who  was  then  on  his  departure  for  Europe.    These  being 
the  only  lights  we  have  or  could  obtain  on  that  subject  we  can  only  again 

refer  to  them. 

53.  The  Chief  and  Council  at  Chinsurah  having  made  complaint  to  us 
of  an  insult  offered  to  their  chief  Mr.  Vernet  by  Captain  Waple,  we  called 
Mr.  Waple  before  us  who  not  excusing  himself  to  our  satisfaction,  we  obliged 
him  to  make  an  acknowledgement  suitable  to  the  insult  he  had  been  guilty 

of  and  satisfactory  to  the  Dutch. 

w 

54.  Upon  a  remonstrance  from  the  Dutch  at  Houghly  concerning  the 
proportion  of  saltpetre  intended  for  them  this  season,  we  have  agreed  to  supply 

16  Septr.  them  w*th  the  P10?0™0*1  of  one  third  part  of  all  the  cutcha 

petre  wherever  produced,  either  at  Patna  or  any  of  the 
aurungs,  leaving  them  at  liberty  to  refine  it  in  the  same  manner  as  we  do  that 

for  our  own  investment. 

55.  In  consequence  of  Mr.  Law  the  French  Governor's  application  for  a 

supply  of  saltpetre  to  ballast  two  homeward  bound  French  ships,  we  agreed 
to  supply  him  with  nine  thousand  maunds  which  could  be  spared  from  our 
own  occasions.  We  have  also  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  Dutch  spared  them 
3000  bags  of  saltpetre  to  be  deducted  from  their  proportion  on  its  way 

from  Patna, 

56.  The  commissary  appointed  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Law  to  receive  charge 
of  the^  French  factory  at  Ballasore,  objected  to  the  receiving  It  in  its  present 
condition  and  made  a  demand  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  rupees  for 
damages  sustained  since  the  conclusion  of  the  peace ;  to  put  an  end  to  the 
dispute,  we  agreed  to  pay  three  thousand  rupees  but  Mr.  *Uw  seeing  the 
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matter  In  the  light  we  did  as  being  of  a  trifling  nature,  verv  gen  reel y  declined 
receiving  any  consideration  whatever. 

57.  Some  time  ago  arrived  In  this  River  a  ship  belonging  10  the  King  of 
Peeue   which   had   been   shamefully   deserted    bv   her   commander,    Captair: 

ft^  *  <d  * 

Gibson.    The    noqueda   either    to   take    tuhantage   of    the 

janr\.  Captain's  absence,  or  through  necessity  as  he  pleaded  made 

her  over  to  Mr.  Dolben,  the  chief  at  Ingeram,  for  six  thousand  pagodas .  condl- 
tionallv  that  the  said  ship  should  belong  to  him  If  not  redeemed  In  six  moruhis 
which  time  being  expired,  Mr.  Dolben  sent  her  here  on  his  own  account  loaded 

with  rice.    Taking;  Into  consideration  the  rnanv  dangerous 

22d   Tanrv.  1-1-1  i  il     r* 

consequences  which  might  ensue  not  only  to  the  Company 

but  likewise  to  Individuals  by  stopping  all  their  trade  and  shipping  in  the 
ports  of  Pegue,  we  came  to  a  resolution  to  secure  the  ship  on  the  King's 
account.  \Ve  ordered  the  Master  Attendant  to  give  her  a  slight  repair  and 
send  hands  on  board  sufficient  to  navigate  her  to  Pegue  :  this  step  we  hope  will 
induce  the  King  not  only  to  release  the  ships  If  he  has  detained  any  and  live 
in  harmony  with  us  In  future  but  likewise  to  defray  all  the  expenccs  which 
we  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty  for  that  purpose. 

58.  As  we  had  reason  to  apprehend  many  Inconveniences  would  arise 
from  continuing  the  practice  of  levying   duties   on   all   goods  freighted   on 
English  ships  whether  first  landed  in  Calcutta  or  not,  we  came  to  a  resolution 

that  in  future  no  duties  shall  be  collected  on  such  goods 
as  may  be  imported  for  sale  in  the  settlement.    Our  rea- 
sons for  this  measure  appear  fully  on  the  minutes  of  Consultation  the  9th 
December  last  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Fifthly  of  fortifications,  buildings  and  revenues 

59.  We  shall  pay  particular  regard  to  your  orders  in  confining  our  atten- 
tion to  the  compleating  the  body  of  the  New  Fort  and  that  it  be  conducted 
with  the  utmost  economy  :  the  state  of  these  fortifications  are  particularly 

described  in  the  Engineers  last  address  to  your  honors  which  went  a  number 
in  the  packet  per  Kent  and  Grenville*  accompanied  with  the  several  plans 
required  in  the  50th  paragraph  of  your  letter  dated  the  15th  February  1765. 

60.  It  Is  with  much  concern  we  have  for  some  time  past  observed  very 
dangerous  encroachments  of  the  River  upon  our  New  Fort,  and  In  order  that 

16  Septr.  l^e  niost  effectual  measures  might  be  concerted  to  prevent 

9  Beer.  their  further  progress,  we  desired  Mr.  Call  might  be  per- 

mitted to  come  up  from  Madrass  to  assist  with  his  advice  on  so  important 
an  occasion.  His  presence  could  not  be  Immediately  dispensed  with  from 
the  Coast*  we  therefore  appointed  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer, the  Master  Attendant  and  Civil  Architect  to  consider  of  means  for 
applying  a  remedy ;  In  consequence  whereof  they  proposed  a  scheme  to  effect 
it  by  means  of  placing  a  front  of  substantial  piles  against  the  banks  of  the 
River  strengthened  with  thick  plank  behind  the  piling  secured  with  brick  work 
and  a  second  row  of  piles  to  be  drove  between  the  bank  and  low  water  mark 
of  the  same  extent  In  order  to  break  the  force  of  the  water  and  to  secure  the 
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ground  between  them.  The  estimate  of  the  expence  If  done  with  teak  and 

sad  timbers  amounted  to  six  laaks  six  thousand  rupees, 
21st  Deer.  anc»  colls;c{ering  thai  die  importance  of  the  object  would 

neither  admit  of  neglect  or  delay,  we  ordered  It  to  be  carried 

into  execution  with  all  possible  dispatch.    For  further  particulars  we  refer  you 

to  the  minutes  of  Consultation  noted  In  the  margin. 

61.    A  place  of  retirement  from  business  being  thought  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  President,  we  have  purchased  the  house  at 


62.  The  Select  Committee  proceedings  will  Inform  you  of  the  measures 
thev  have  taken  for  resulatins;  vour  revenues  and  In  future  YOU  will  be  advised 

„  O  O    .  ' 

on  this  subject  through  the  usual  channel  of  your  President  and  Council 
Sixthly  ^nd  seventhly  of  covenant  and  military  servants  and  accounts 

_  *          *  -* 

63.  The  writers  of  last  season  appointed  to  this  establishment  are  arrived 
and  have  been  stationed  to  different  offices  except  Mr.  Faugoln,  who  died  in 
the  passage,  and  Mr.  George  Bright  supposed  to  be  on  the  Hector  or  Falmouth. 

64.  Conformably  to  your  repeated  orders  we  called  the  writers  before 
us  on  their  arrival  and  questioned  them  concerning  the  treatment  they  had 
met  with  on  their  passage  who  declared  themselves  satisfied  with  the  behaviour 
of  the  different  commanders  ;  In  justice,  however,  to  Captain  Barclay  we  cannot 
omit  mentioning  that  the  gentlemen  who  came  passengers  on  board  the  Pad- 
fick  expressed  in  very  particular  terms  their  satisfaction  at  the  attention  and 
civilities  which  he  shewed  them, 

65.  Messrs.  Martin,  Johnsione,  Lewis  and  Piearce  have  in  consequence  of 

your  orders  been  entertained  as  writers  upon  your  list  of  covenanted  servants  ; 
their  covenants  properly  executed  were  transmitted  In  the  packet  by  the 
Grenville. 

66.  The  delay  In  requiring  Mr.  Randall  to  execute  his  covenants  as  a 
free  merchant  escaped  our  attention  as  he  never  made  application  to  us  for  that 
purpose ;  they  are  now  cluely  executed  and  come  a  number  in  the  packet. 

67.  By  the  Grenville  and  Kent  we  transmitted  in  duplicate  such  of  the 
covenants  concerning  presents  as  had  been  executed  by  the  civil  and  military 
servants  of  this  establishment.    Those  which  have  since  been  executed  wait 
on  you  by  this  ship,  and  we  hope  to  have  the  whole  cornpleated  the  next 
dispatch.    The  blank  ones  sent  out  were  by  no  means  sufficient  for  the  great 

number  of  military  officers  at  this  Presidency  and  we  have  not  only  been 

.  j  . 

obliged  to  have  them  prepared  in  manuscript  but  desired  some  printed  copies 

to  be  struck  off  at  Madras  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

68.  Mr.  WInsley  the  only  servant  remaining  here  of  the  Bombay  establish- 
ment, who  came  round  with  Mr.  Spencer,  will  shortly  return  TO  his  station, 

agreeably  to  your  orders, 

69.  Messrs.  Roffe  and  Althani  whom  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint 
factors  on  the  West  Coast  establishment  have  had  notice  given  them  to  repair 
to  their  stations,  the  latter  Is  since  dead,  and  the  former  has  accordingly  pro- 
ceeded,   Mr.  Plowman  represents  that  his  stay  here  some  time  longer  will  be 
requisite  to  enable  him  to  adjust  Mr,  Vansittart's  concerns. 
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70.  In  consequence  of  your  order.-  concerning  Mr.  Bagnol  from  the  West 
Coast,  he  has  been  admitted  as  a  supernumerary  surgeon  on  thi?  e^ablis&ment. 

71.  In  the  Grenvilles  packet  we  transmitted  a  list  of  the  surgeon^  employed 

on  this  establishment  and  shall  do  so  annually  as  you  have  been  pleased  to 

directs  well  as  be  attentive  that  you  are  put  to  no  more  charge  on  this  accoun: 
than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

72.  We  hope  your  expectations  of  Air.  Walton  whom  you  ha\e  t*ent  out 
in  the  capacity  of  overseer  of  the  powder  workb  \vill  be  fully  answered    He 

shall  not  want  encouragement  or  assistance  from  us,  and  in  case  Ms  abilities 
In  the  business  he  has  charge  of  ^hew  him  deserving  of  it,  shall  be  promoted 
as  you  have  been  pleased  to  direct. 

73.  In  August  last  \\e  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Marriott,  chief  of  the 
factory  at  Benaris,  containing  a  representation  and  complaint  against  Mr.  Bolt* 

j6  ^  the  second,  In  consequence  of  Ms  having  of  his  own  autho- 

rity confined  a  merchant  of  the  city  In  Ms  house  for  i\\  o 
days.  Mr.  Bolts  immediately  gave  In  his  answer  and  at  the  same  time  set 
forth  many  circumstances  in  complaint  against  Mr,  Marriott  and  his  banian, 
particularly  for  renting  the  mint  and  exercising  the  offices  of  mmieen}:,  phous- 
darr-y  and  cute  all  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Board. 

74.  In  order  that  these  reciprocal  complaints  between  Mr.  Marriott  and 
Mr.  Bolts  might  be  thoroughly  Investigated,  we  thought  it  necessary  to  order 
those  gentlemen  to  die  Presidency  with  such  evidences  as  they  might  have 
on  either  part  to  produce  In  support  of  their  accusations  leaving  Mr.  Sage  in 
charge  of  the  factory. 

75.  Messrs.  Marriott  and  Bolts  having  accordingly  repaired  to  Calcutta, 

were  summoned  before  the  Board  and  Interrogated  particularly  on  the  subject 

of  the  charges  exhibited  against  each  other  ;  the  Board  there- 
upon reconsidering  tiie  whole  proceedings  unanimously 
agreed  that  Mr.  Marriott  was  blameable  In  renting  the  mint  knowing  not  only 
that  it  was  against  the  orders  of  the  Board  for  a  servant  of  the  Company  to 
hold  any  post  or  employment  under  the  country  government  but  that  It  was 
included  in  the  Kine's  ejrant  of  the  Benaris  country  and  therefore  that  he 

o       o  * 

should  bring  to  the  Company's  credit  the  money  he  paid  for  It  to  the  King 
together  with  the  advantages  arising  on  restamping  their  specie.  At  the  same 
time  we  hope  in  consideration  of  Mr.  Marriott's  general  good  character  that 
you  will  be  satisfied  with  this  sentence  on  which  occasion  he  delivered  In  a 

minute  as  appears  in  Consultation. 

76.  In  regard  to  Mr.  Bolts,  we  could  not  but  deem  him  highly  deserving 

of  censure  for  the  disrespect  lie  was  guilty  of  towards  Mr.  Marriott,  Ms  chief, 
In  taking  upon  himself  to  confine  the  merchant,  Sadalloo,  nor  could  lie  be 
allowed  any  merit  in  the  discovery  of  the  mint  being  farmed  by  Mr.  Marriott, 
as  there  Is  reason  to  believe  he  was  too  much  influenced  thereto  from  his 
being  refused  a  share  with  him  in  the  advantages. 

77.  Mr.  Claude  Delaporte  as  administrator  to  the  estate  of  Lieut,  William 
Eilerson  deceased,  addressed  a  letter  to  us  in  September  last  accompanying  a 
demand  of  money  said  to  be  due  from  the  Company  to  the  deceased  amounting 
to  ARs.  20,498  which  he  had  been  refused  payment  of  by  the  Commissary 
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General,  and  desiring  the  same  might  he  adjusted;  to  which  we  replied  that 
on  his  producing  the  ordinary  vouchers,  it  should  be  duely  discharged,  other- 
wise that  iiis  claim  could  not  be  admitted  :  whereupon  Mr.  Delaporte,  the 
administrator,  having  no  such  vouchers,  has  for  his  own  indemnification  com- 
menced an  amicable  suit  with  the  Company  in  the  Mayor's  Court. 

78.  The  presence  uf  a  chief  and  council  at  Benaris  being  judged  an  use- 
less cxpence  to  the  Company  and  not  at  all  necessary  for  the  collection  of  the 

temporal   revenues,   we   came   to    a   resolution   of   keeping 

e  J>"  Messrs.    Marriott    and   Bolts   at   the   Presidency    and   have 

appointed  Mr.  Sage  to  be  Resident  untill  the  whole  of  the  tuncaw  money  on 

account  of  the  treaty  \\ith  Shuja  Dowla  be  discharged,  when  the  factory  will 

be  withdrawn  altogether. 

79.  In  order  to  reduce  the  hospital  expences  both  in  field  and  garrison, 
which  hitherto  have  been  a  very  great  and  heavy  charge  upon  your  revenues, 

,  XT  we  came  to  a  resolution  to  contract  with  the  surgeons  for 

1    8        ^^'  rf^\*''f  ^"^ 

supplying  all  the  hospital  charges,  bedding,  lodging  and 
Europe  medicines  excepted  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  sonant  rupees  a  man  per 
month  which  turns  out  about  18  pence  per  day  and  6  pence  less  than  is  allowed 

to  His  Majesty's  hospitals  in  India. 

SO.  It  was  with  a  view  further  to  promote  diligence  amongst  your  younger 
servants  that  we  took  upon  us  to  make  so  large  allowances  to  the  Secretary 
and  his  assistants,  and  we  are  well  pleased  that  it  has  met  with  your  appro- 
bation. Upon  this  occasion  we  think  it  would  be  more  for  your  interest  were 
this  office  as  well  as  that  of  Sub  Accountant  less  liable  to  such  a  frequent  change 
of  hands  as  at  present.  We  would  therefore  recommend  to  you  to  send  out 
persons  properly  qualified  and  with  good  -constitutions  to  remain  with  a  certain 
and  fixed  rank  and  handsome  salaries  which  with  their  priviledges  in  trade 
might  be  a  reward  adequate  to  the  extraordinary  labor  of  those  employs  and 
their  being  precluded  from  the  advantage  of  rising  in  your  service. 

81.  You  have  already  been  made  acquainted  with  the  strange  combination 

entered  into  by  the  servants  here,  wholly  subversive  of  all  order  and  govern- 
ment, an  extravagance  to  which  we  cannot  suppose  they  would  have  proceeded, 
had  they  not  been  encouraged  by  the  sanction  and  concurrence  of  some  of 
the  seniors  in  your  service ;  such  a  refractory  spirit  arose  therefrom  as  to  have 
occasioned  an  immediate  suspension  of  business  in  the  several  departments, 
and  this  we  trust  will  be  admitted  by  you  in  apology  for  not  being  more  full 
and  explicit  in  our  last. 

82,  The  Select  Committee  have  laid  before  us  the  reasons  which  induced 
them  to  request  the  assistance  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  Madrass  Presidency 
vizt.  Messrs.  Claud  Russell  William  Aldersey,  Thomas  Kelsal  and  Charles 

Plover.    Thev  arrived  here  the  6th  of  February  and  have  taken  their  seats  at 

t  f  j 

the  Board,  and  we  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  do  credit  to  their  choice  and 
that  the  publick  business  will  in  future  be  conducted  with  regularity  and  dis- 
patch. Mr.  Russell  has  been  particularly  assiduous  in  the  business  allotted 

9  Febrv  ^™  *~n  t^Le  $ecretary?s  office  but  we  with  concern  find  his 

health  so  much  affected  by  it  that  we  must  deprive  our- 
selves of  the  services  we  had  room  to  expect  from  his  abilities  in  that  depart- 
ment ;  however,  a  thorough  regulation  will  we  think  depend  more  immediately 
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on  assistance  from  England  since  your  covenanted  sen  ant*  seldom  continue 

long  enough  to  be  qualified  for  that  Important  office. 

83.  The   Committee   have   alreadv   Informed   vou   of    the   fii>pension   of 

*  *  * 

Air.  Majendie  who  takes  his  passage  in  the  Admiral  H'ulbuii ;  their  proceed- 
ings being  entered  on  the  minutes  of  Consultation  the  22nd  januarv,  we  beg 

leave  to  refer  vou  to  them  for  the  reasons, 

*• 

84.  \Ye  cannot  on  this  occasion  omit  doing  justice  to  Mr.  Du  Carel  who 
had  been  drawn  in  precipitately  to  sign  the  memorial  addressed  to  you  on  the 

occasion  of  calling  the  Madras  gentlemen  to  this  settlement 

*""     Janr>'  but  a  moment's  reflection  made  him  sensible  of  his  impru- 

dence and  rather  than  persist  in  what  he  now   judged  to  be  \\rong.  he  had 

fortitude  enough  to  withdraw,  although  he  has  by  that  means  subjected  him- 
self to  the  obloquy  and  ill  treatment  of  his  felkw  servants  :  such  an  instance 
of  resolution  does  him  singular  honor,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  \\ill  so  far 
recommend  him  to  your  favor  as  to  procure  him  a  rise  in  your  service. 

85.  Air.  Charles  Bently  is  another  instance  deserving  your  notice  on  this 
occasion,  who  from  the  first  disapproved  and  absolutely  refused  any  ways  en- 
gaging in  their  imprudent  and  disrespectfull  resolutions,  though  he  also  drew 
upon  himself  the  contempt  of  his  fellow  servants, 

86.  Mr.  Bartholemew  Piaisted  who  during  his  long  sen  ices  has  acted 
much  to  our  satisfaction,  we  beg  leave  to  iccomniend  as  very  deserving  of 
vour  notice  and  favor. 

^ 

87.  We  have  taken  every  means  in  our  power  to  prevent  an  improper 
use  being  made  of  the  dus tucks  your  servants  are  indulged  with,  such  as  are 

p  F  ,  entitled  to  this  priviledge  took  the  oath,  you  have  thought 

proper  to  prescribe  for  them  on  the  3rd  instant,  and  we 

have  ordered  that  it  be  taken  hereafter  twice  everv  vear,  on  the  1st  of  Tanuarv 

•   *  j  f 

and  1st  of  July,  and  as  we  hope  this  measure  will  prevent  numberless  disputes 

,,  ,r     ,  in  the  country  which  have  heretofore  been  complained  of 

ad  March.  u      i,     r»  *  j  •      j        i_         •  n 

by  die  Government,,  we  are  determined  to  have  it  punctually 

adhered  to. 

88.  Captain  Kebie,  the  Master  Attendant,  has  sollicited  us  to  intercede 
with  you  for  his  being  indulged  with  the  priviledge  of  a  dustuck.    The  superin- 

tendency  of  your  marine  is  a  charge  of  the  utmost  importance  and  attended 
with  much  trouble  and  we  hope  these  considerations  with  those  offered  in  his 

letter  !0th  March  to  which  we  bee  leave  to  refer,  will  induce  you  to  a  readv 

*  * 

compliance  with  his  request. 

89.  Mr.  Gray  when  at  the  Board  last  year  produced  some  fir  or  pine  spars 
7d  Se  tr  which  he  procured  up  the  country  where  any  quantity  of 

pitch,  tar  or  rosin,  he  imagined  might  be  had,  and  offered 

to  our  consideration  whether  this  discovery  might  be  of  service  to  the  Company  ; 

on  consulting  the  Master  Attendant,  he  was  of  opinion  they  would  serve  for 

9  Se»tr  masts  and  yards  while  they  are  fresh  and  full  of  rozin  but 

was  in  doubt  how  far  they  may  be  equal  to  Europe  ones 
when  dry.  We  permitted  the  Resident  at  Maulda  to  prosecute  this  scheme  by 
way  of  tryal  how  far  it  would  answer,  but  as  it  has  been  too  much  the  practice 

of  individuals  to  supply  the  Company's  occasions  with  a 

view  to  their  own  interest  and  advantage,  we  have  made -it 
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a  role  to  obtain  our  supplies  from  the  country  government  at  the  first  cost 
which  will  be  attended  only  with  the  charge  of  cutting  and  bringing  down. 

911.    Since  our  last  advices  by  the  Gretiville  and  Kent,  we  received  further 
minutes  from  Messrs.  Levees  ter  and  Gray  elated  at  Ingcllee,  copies  of  which 

arc  entered  after  the  Consultation  referred  to  in  the  margin  ; 

*,      i\  |  «TT  ip  f*  \\  ^~J 

too  much  of  your  and  of  our  time  having  already  been  taken 
up  \uth  the  altercations  which  have  passed  with  those  gentlemen,  we  think  it 
unnecessary  to  make  anv  further  animadversions  on  their  conduct. 

if  * 

91.  The  proceedings  against  Ramnaut  Mr.  Gray's  banian  being  brought 
to  a  conclusion  who  in  excuse  for  his  own  conduct  pleads  acting  by  order  and 
under  the  authority  of  his  master,  the  President,  General  Carnac  and  Mr. 

* 

Verelst  being  the  only  members  present  at  the  examination,  Mr.  Sumner  except- 

ed  who  is  indisposed  and  all  those  being  objected  against  by  Mr.  Gray  who 
is  no  longer  in  your  service,  we  beg  leave  to  decline  giving  any  opinion  at  all, 
but  submit  the  whole  of  that  gentleman's  conduct  and  of  his  banian  to  your 

decision, 

92.  Mr.  Parry,  your  chaplain  at  this  settlement,  having  performed  the 
marriage  ceremony  between  Mr.  John  Johnstone  and  Miss  Caroline  Keene 

„  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  President  or  even 

giving  him  any  previous  intimation  according  to  the  custom 
in  your  settlements  established  by  your  orders,  we  thought  such  an  omission 
not  only  a  disrespect  shewn  to  the  President  but  also  that  it  might  be  produc- 
tive of  many  other  clandestine  marriages  which  might  be  attended  with  the 
worst  of  consequences,  and  therefore  dismissed  him  the  service.  Lord  Clive 
soon  after  interceding  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Parry,  he  was  again  restored  to  your 
service  and  we  hope  the  example  of  his  dismission  will  be  a  sufficient  warning 
to  prevent  the  like  practices  in  future. 

93.  Mr.  Drake  lately  arriving  here  in  a  country  ship  from  China  after  a 
series  of  misfortunes  since  his  departure  from  Manilha,  we  accommodated  him 

.    T  with  the  Cuddalore  schooner  to  convey  him  to  Madrass  and 

"  he  accordingly  sailed  a  few  days  ago. 

94.  Mr.  Pouchon  by  the  last  dispatch  made  a  remittance  in  your  cash 

which  we  have  reason  to  believe  was  the  amount  of  Mr.  Ferrand's  estate. 

95.  We  advised  in  our  letters  of  the  30th  September*  and  29th  January  of 
our  having  fully  carried  into  execution  your  commands  of  the  1st  June  1764 
respecting  the  forming  your  military  into  brigades.    On  this  subject  we  cannot 
avoid  repeating  the  necessity  of  your  supplying  us  amply  with  recruits  to 
compleat  and  keep  up  the  complement  of  men  allotted  for  the  service  of  this 
Presidency,  which  you  must  be  sensible,  is  of  the  last  consequence  to  the  secu- 
rity of  your  important  acquisitions  in  these  provinces. 

96.  For  the  several  promotions  in  your  military  corps  since  our  advices 
21  st  March  by  the  Admiral  Steevens,  we  refer  to  the  minutes  of  Consul- 

tations  noted  in  the  margin. 


11  June: 
21st   Bo. 

2  1st  Novr. 

12  Febr. 


97.    Mr.  Francis  Robertson  who  acted  as  Paymaster  to  a  detachment 
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appointed  for  Midnaporc,  having  on  Ms  way  thither  been  ifer  means  of  sad;::: 
4   -.  .j  your  treasure  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  and  thereby  sustained 

the  loss  of  many  of  his  own  effects,  we  could  not  let  sue!: 
an  instance  of  merit  pass  unrewarded,  and  therefore  made  him  a  prt^ent  of 
twelve  hundred  rupees  which  we  are  persuaded  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

98.  In  a  former  letter  we  mentioned  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Fortnom  vuur 

» 

Civil  Architect.  We  should  imagine  it  would  be  more  consistent  uith  thv  nnrarc 
of  that  employ  to  appoint  him  on  the  civil  establishment,  which  therefore  wu 

take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  your  honors,  and  are  persuaded  that  hi? 
future  as  well  as  his  past  conduct  will  entitle  him  to  anv  indul^cnco  vou  niav 

JL  »  v. 

be  pleased  to  confer  on  him. 

99.  Captain  Thomas  Fenwicke,  whom  you  permitted  to  return  to  England 

upon  furlow,  died  in  October  last. 

100.  Lieutenant  James  Forbes  of  the  89th  Regiment  being  particularly  re- 
commended by  Major  Munro,  and  desirous  of  being  admitted  Into  the  Com- 

,     „  panv's  service  even  as  the  vouneest  of  that  rank,  although 

1st  April.  JT      .  _  o  .       'K 

an  old  officer  in  His  Majesty's  service,  we  complied  with  his 

application  and  have  given  him  a  commission  accordingly,  thinking  that  the 
younger  officers  could  not  with  reason  be  dissatisfied  on  the  occasion. 

101 .  In  April  last  a  remonstrance  was  made  to  the  Board  by  some  of  the 
captains  in  the  service  against  Captain  Macpherson's  admission  on  this  estab- 

0  ,     .     ..  lishment,  who  had  purchased  Captain  WMchcote's  battalion 

8th  April.  £  *          r  r       j  i_- 

or  seapoys.    An  answer  was  returned  to  this  remonstrance 

that  the  appointment  could  not  be  deemed  injurious  to  the  corps  in  general, 

since  Captain  Macpherson  was  not  incorporated  from  the  Bombay  Detachment 

F  ,  as  they  seemed  to  imagine,  but  came  in  by  an  exchange 

with  Captain  Whichcote  ;  several  other  reasons  induced  the 
then  President  and  Council  to  confirm  his  appointment :  but  as  Captain  Mac- 
pherson voluntarily  offered  to  sacrifice  his  interest  in  order  to  remove  any 
cause  of  dissatisfaction  to  die  officers  of  the  armv,  his  commission  was  returned 

* 

and  one  granted  him  with  rank  from  the  day  of  his  admission  into  the  service- 
here.  This  circumstance  happened  in  the  time  of  the  late  President  Mr.  Spen- 
cer, upon  which  occasion  we  must  observe  that  we  shall  never  approve  or  admit 
of  exchanges  among  your  military  officers,  more  particularly  when  they  are 
the  price  of  money  and  not  of  services.  At  the  same  time  remonstrances  from 
your  officers  must  ever  be  discouraged,  as  we  are  but  too  sensible  of  their  ill 
tendency. 

102.  Captains  Mackleau,  White,  Brown  and  Scotland  have  resigned  their 
16  Deer.  commissions,  and  have  been  granted  the  usual  certilcates 
6  Janry.                 in  testimonv  of  their  good  services. 

103.  In  November  last  General  Carnac  delivered  in  a  charge  against 
Mr.  Fullarton,  surgeon  at  Patna,  accusing  him  of  being  privy  to  a  treasonable 

_   ^T  letter  said  to  have  been  wrote  bv  Nundcomar  to  Buhvand 

1 1    .Novr. 

Sing  in  the  year   1764.  Mr.  Fullarton  was  in  consequence 

called  down  to  vindicate  himself.  Our  proceedings  herein  appear  in  our 
Consultation  of  the  25th  February ;  and  we  must  remark  on  this  occasion ,  that 
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although  Mr,  Fullarton  is  acquitted  of  any  ill  design  in  concealing  iiis  know- 

ledge  of  the  letter  from  General  Carnac,  he  appears  to  have 

been  remiss  in  not  giving  him  intelligence  of  the  discovery, 

which  was  ho\\e\er  more  particularly  the  business  of  Messrs.  Batson  and  Billers, 

\\lio  were  then  stationed  at  that  factory,  and  both  perfectly  acquainted  with 

the  whole  transaction. 

104.  In  our  letter  of  the  26th  No\  ember   1764  per  Devonshire  a  verv 

accurate  statement  of  the  restitution  money  was  sent  you ;  all  that  requires  a 
further  explanation  is  the  reserved  commission  Lord  Clive,  Mr.  Watts  and 
Major  Kilpatrick,  members  of  the  Select  Committee,  agreed  to  give  Roy  Dulub, 
the  Prime  Minister  and  Collector  General  of  the  Revenues,  five  per  cent  upon 
the  several  sums  to  be  received  agreeable  to  treaty,  in  order  to  obtain  and 
secure  the  speedy  payment  of  die  same ;  but  Roy  Dulub  being  soon  after 
dismissed  from  his  employment,  the  commission  ceased  from  that  time,  and 
we  are  of  opinion  he  is  not  entitled  to  one  rupee  more  than  he  received  when 
in  office  ;  the  remaining  part  of  the  commission  is  still  to  be  disposed  of. 

105.  It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  true  source  of  mutiny  with  which  the  army 
was  infected  in  the  year   1764  and  which  was  probably  more  universal  and 
carried  to  a  greater  length  than  any  instance  can  be  shewn  from  either  ancient 
or  modern  history.    An  entire  body  of  troops,  blacks  and  whites  wholly  differ- 
ing in  religion  and  manners  uniting  in  the  same  spirit,  and  attempting  a  general 
desertion,  is  next  to  a  miracle.    That  the  number  which  actually  went  off  to 
Shuja  Dowla,  and  the  accounts  given  by  them  of  the  disaffection  of  their  com- 
rades drew  on  the  invasion  from  him,  is  past  a  doubt,  and  your  affairs  were 
thereby  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin.    The  extraordinary  severity  of  the  pre- 
ceding campaign  (1763)  had  occasioned  a  relaxation  of  discipline  and  to  support 
the  spirits  of  the  men,  they  had  been  buoyed  up  with  promises  of  far  larger 
sums  than  came  to  their  share  wrliich  the  peculiar  severity  of  the  service  did 

at  that  time  in  some  measure  render  necessary  ;  to  this  cause  may  chiefly  be 

*  •> 

attributed  a  misfortune  \\hich  was  so  near  being  fatal,  but  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  on  this  occasion  cannot  in  any  shape  be  called  in  question.  Major 
Jennings  who  commanded  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  mutiny,  exerted 
himself  to  suppress  it  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  and  be  with  most  of  the  officers  in 
the  attempt  to  bring  the  troops  to  reason  had  the  mortification  to  sustain 
from  them  the  most  unheard  of  indignities  and  ill  treatment ;  however,  we 
may  \enture  to  pronounce  that  the  appointment  of  field  officers  and  the  divi- 
sion of  your  forces  into  brigades  will  make  general  mutinies  in  future  almost 
impracticable. 

106.  As  the  state  of  our  treasury  now  admits  of  it,  we  have  lately  ordered 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rupees  in  part  of  the  last  payment  of  the 

10  March  donation  to  the  army,  which  became  due  so  long  ago  as 

December  1764.  We  at  the  same  time  ordered  a  further 
division  of  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  restitution  money  which  amounts  to 
rupees  three  laak  and  forty  eight  thousand  (3,48,000),  4/16ths  are  now  remain- 
ing which  with  the  rest  of  the  donation  money  we  propose  to  pay  off  as  soon 
as  convenient. 

107.  It  is  with  real  satisfaction  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  you  with  the 
General  Books  of  this  settlement  compleatly  brought  up  to  April  1765,    On 
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is  occasion  we  cannot  but  re  com  mend  Mr.   Witt>  to  vu:;r  iiutkc   f»;r  h> 

* 

assiduity  and  care  in  com  pleating  the  t\\o  last  setts. 

108.  The  error  In  the  General  Books  pointed  out  in  the  l*»8rh  ',};jr;t"iraph 

I  *        ~     j, 

of  vour  letter  of  the  15th  February  has  been  duelv  rectified. 

*  *  « 

109.  In  consequence  of  your  orders  to  be  furnished  with  a  >erie>  <)!  the 
subordinate  books  from  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Calcutta,  we  ha\c  >cnt 

our  orders  to  the  different  settlements  and  shall  be  careful  I  that  thev  art 

«» 

transmitted  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

110.  The  books  of  the  Commissary  Genera!  ending  April  1165,  ha\e  been 

already  forwarded,  those  of  the  Military  Paymaster  \\t  are  sorry  to  inform 

vou    are    not    vet    brought    up     since    December     1764, 
xl  March  J  .or 

Mr.  Lambert  who  had  lately  die  charee  of  that  eniplov 

.  O  1          , 

has  represented  to  us  that  it  has  not  been  owing  to  any  wilful!  neglect  on 
his  part  but  for  want  ot  the  camp  accounts  being  transmitted  in  due  time. 
We  hope  this  is  the  case  and  as  he  is  allowed  two  assistants  that  he  will 

,    T  compleat  them  in  a  short  time.    We  have  lately  thought 

6tn  Tanuarv.  f  ,  ,  -        ,        .  t     "r^fi- 

proper  to  unite  these  two  employs  under  tlie  title  ot  Military 

Paymaster  General  that  in  one  sett  uf  books  you  might  have  a  distinct  view 
of  all  your  military  expences. 

111.  The  pergunnah  accounts  have  been  formed  into  a  sett  of  book** 

and  a  copy  was  transmitted  to  you  by  [.......,. j 

112.  With  respect  to  the  enquiry  made  concerning  the  disbursements  on 

account  of  the  French  prisoners  on  die  Deoin  expedition,  such  as  were 
incurred  whilst  those  prisoners  were  with  our  detachment,  have  been  trans- 
mitted from  hence,  after  that  time  they  have  no  doubt  been  charged  in  the 
accounts  from  Fort  St.  George. 

Eighthly  touching  the  charter 

113.  At  the  usual  time  appointed  by  the  charter,  Messrs.  James  Lister 
and  Pitt  Letiieiuller  were  presented  to  us  by  the  Mayor's  Court ;  the  former 
was  elected  Mayor  for  the  ensuing  year  and  "Mr.  Majendie  nominated  Sheriff. 

114.  We  have  also  appointed  Messrs.  Woodward,  Kellican  and  French, 
to  be  Aldermen,  in  the  room  of  Messrs.  Yatcs,  Holford  and  James  Amyati 
whose  seats  became  vacant  by  resignation. 

115.  Having  been  informed  from  undoubted  authority  that   one  Coja 

Mockil,  an  Armenian  in  this  settlement,  had  filed  a  fictitious  suit  in  the 
Mayor's  Court  against  Johanna  Mar  cat,  an  Armenian  widow,  who  is  actually 
in  custodv  of  the  Sheriff,  merely  with  a  view  to  evade  the  demands  of  the 
country  government  with  which  she  has  large  accounts,  and  had  therefore' 
taken  refuge  here  without  our  concurrence  or  even  knowledge,  as  nothing 
is  so  difficult  as  to  investigate  collusion  of  parlies  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
law,  the  Court  though  sensible  of  this  fraud,  may  not  have  the  power  of 
redress.  We  have  therefore  informed  the  Mayor's  Court  that  we  think  it 
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necessarv  lo  Interpose  our  authority  as  President  and  Council,  in  order  to  put 
a  stop  to  practices  so  highly  prejudicial  to  your  affairs  ;  and  have  therefore 
withdrawn  your  protection  "from  both  the  complainant  and  defendant,  and 
turned  the  former  out  of  the  settlement,  as  we  shall  the  latter.,  when  regularly 
released  from  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff.  Should  such  unwarrantable  proceed- 
ings he  encouraged,  this  settlement  would  soon  become  an  asylum  for  all 
persons  Indebted"  to  the  country  government,  who  can  so  easily  free  them- 
selves from  any  lawfull  demands  which  may  be  made  upon  them. 

Supplement 

116.  In  the  II 4th  paragraph  we  Informed  you  of  our  having  appointed 
Mr.  French  to  a  vacant  seat  In  the  Mayor's  Court.  We  have  since  received 
a  letter  from  the  Register  enclosing  copy  of  one  to  him  from  Mr.  French 
wherein  he  absolutely  refuses  to  qualify  himself  alledging  as  the  reason  that 
he  had  been  appointed  by  authority  a  member  of  the  Council  and  though 

he  is  deprived  of  the  liberty  of  acting,  he  still  looks  upon 
2    ~  arc  •  himself  as  such  untill  your  pleasure  can  be  known.    This 

Is  so  frivolous  a  pretence  in  Itself  as  he  was  only  summoned  from  a  subor- 
dinate but  never  was  sworn  In  nor  even  had  left  the  subordinate  that  we 
could  not  but  regard  It  as  a  glaring  instance  of  the  spirit  which  at  present 
but  too  much  prevails  :  and  which  tends  to  the  subversion  of  all  subordina- 
tion and  government.  We  therefore  have  determined,  to  prevent  our  autho- 
rity being  trampled  upon,  that  nothing  less  than  suspension  from  your  service 
shall  be  the  consequence  of  his  refusal.3 

117.  For  an  account  of  the  passengers  by  this  ship,  we  refer  to  a  list  of 

them  which  conies  a  number  In  the  packet, 

118.  A  small  quantity  of  diamonds  has  been  registered  by  the  Ponsborne 
amounting  to  rupees  40,000. 

119.  The   amount  of  the  invoice  per   Ponsborne  is   ten  laak  fifty  two 

thousand  six  hundred  rupees  (10,52,600). 

120.  The  bailance  this  day  remaining  hi  your  treasury  is   13,69,012-7-3 
and  In  your  cash  chest,  current  rupees  two  hundred  twenty  eight  thousand, 

eight  hundred  and  sixty  three,  eleven  aiinaes  (2 .28,863-11-). 


We  are, 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  falthfull  and  obedient  servants, 

Fort  William,  Clive  /  John  Carnac  /  Harry  Verelst  / 

the  24th  March  1766.  Francis  Sykes   /  Randolph  Marriott  / 

[Original  per  Ponsborne  Hugh  Watts  /  Claud  Russell  /  William 

Duplicate  per  Admiral  Watson]  Aldersey  /  Thos.  Kelsall  /  Chas.  Floyer. 
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J.  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs*  of  the  Hon'ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  :he  East  Indies. 

A  •  <t  3     ' 

Honorable  Sirs, 

Our  general  advices  of  this  elate  go  in  duplicate  by  the  Pmisborne  and 

Admiral  Watson. 

Since    writing    the    II  6th    paragraph    of    our    letter    abovementioned, 

Mr.  French  has  addressed  a  letter  to  us  on  the  occasion  of  his  being  nominated 
an  Alderman  of  the  Mayor's  Court,  a  copv  whereof  Is  transmitted  In  the 

-  •*.   » 

packet. 

The  amount  of  this  ship's  invoice  Is  four  laak  and  sixty  six  thousand 

rupees. 

\Ve  have  granted  a  further  sett  of  certificates  "by  these  ships  to  Captain 
Money  for  two  thousand  pounds  being  on  account  of  the  estate  of  Captain 
Blewit,  late  commander  of  the  Admiral  IV  at  son  deceased. 

Mr.  Marriott  has  dissented  to  a  part  of  the  3 1st  paragraph  of  the  General 
Letter  as  appears  on  the  minutes  of  this  day's  Consultation, 

We  are, 
Honorable  Sirs, 

Your  faithfull  and  obedient  servants, 
(Signed)  Clive  /  John  Camac  /  Harry 
Verelst  /  Francis  Sykes  !  Randolph 
Marriott  /  Hugh  Watts  .'  Claud 

Fort  William,  Russell   /   William    Aldersey   /  Thos. 

the  24th  March  1766.  Kelsall  /  Ghas.  Plover. 

1  <H 

List  of  bills  granted  by  the  Ponsborne  for  value  received  of  Messrs.  Vansitlart 

and  Plowman 


[Rs.] 

I  Sett  to  Mr.  Joseph  Salvadore  In  full 

return  for  one  chest  of  coral  beads 

X   No.  3  per  Kent  1765  ...  2,808-  0-3  327-12-  0 

RS  *• 

1  Sett  to  do.  In  full  return  for  one 
chest  GM  No.  12  per  Vansittart 
1764  ...  .-  ...  6,082-15-3  709-13-  6 

I  Sett  to  do.  In  full  return  for  one 
chest  of  coral  GM  No.  1 !  per  Caernar- 
von 1764  ...  ...  ...  4,714-  2-3  549-19-  8 

I  Sett  to  do.  In  full  return  for  one 
chest  of  coral  ^  No.  2  per  Grenville  1 ,229-  4-<>  143-  8~  4 
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restoration  to  all  those,  who  by  their  conduct  or  meanness,  were  a  disgrace  to 

vour  service. 
j 

4.  That  tills  mutiny  was  greatly  encouraged  by  the  civilians  stands  upon 
the  record  of  our  Consultations ;  but  we  must  wait  the  issue  of  the  general 
courts  martial,  which  are  now  holding  before  we  can  ascertain  the  particulars 
of  its  rise  and  progress,  or  determine  where  the  military  gentlemen,  had  they 
proved  victorious,  intended  to  have  fixed  the  bounds  of  their  conquest. 

5.  By  these  courts  martial  we  have  convinced  the  officers,  that  the  rigor 
of  martial  law  shall  be  put  in  force  equally  against  them  as  against  inferior 
offenders.    This  is  a  doctrine  which  must  be  established  and  take  place  by 
some  examples  since  not  only  the  preservation  of  the  settlement,  but  the 

very  basis  of  military  discipEne  depends  on  it. 

6.  Had  not  the  appointment  of  field  officers  been  a  plan  wholly  my  own, 
I  could  with  justice  enlarge  upon  the  signal  utility  of  it,  upon  this  extra- 
ordinary occasion  ;  indeed  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  without  their  assistance 
all  the  efforts  of  the  President  and  Council  added  to  my  presence  at  Monghyr 
and  Patna,  would  have  failed  of  success.    A  mutiny  of  the  soldiers,  would 
infallibly  have  happened  and  the  consequences  of  such  an  event  are  too 
dreadful  to  think  of. 

7.  The  necessity  of  obliging  every  officer  to  contract  for  a  time,  and  to 
give  at  least  a  year's  notice  of  his  intention  to  resign,  is  sufficiently  evident. 
The  very  first  clause  in  the  Mutiny  Act,  supposes  a  contract,  and  without  such 
a  tie  any  officer,  provided  he  has  not  received  the  month's  pay  may  throw  up 
his  commission  with  impunity.    You  will  undoubtedly  therefore  approve  of 
the  intention  I  have  of  requiring  a  contract  from  every  officer  who  resigned 
and  has  been  restored.    This  I  propose  shall  be  carried  into  execution  when 
the  general  courts  martial  are  finished  and  I  hope  you  will  see  no  objection 
to  the  renewal  of  the  custom  in  England  with  all  military  gentlemen  before 
they  embark  for  India. 

8.  Should  it  have  been  imagined  that  the  accounts  I  gave  you  in  my 
former  letters  of  the  licentiousness  of  this  settlement  were  exaggerated,  the 
countenance  and  support  afforded  by  the  civil  to  the  military  servants  upon 
this  occasion  will  surely  justify  all  I  said.    There  is  but  too  much  reason  to 
believe  that  personal  resentment  against  me  for  the  part  I  have  constantly 
acted  on  behalf  of  the  Company,  which  frequently  proved  repugnant  to  the 
interest  of  individuals,  was  one  of  the  chief  motives  to  their  conduct ;  and  you 
will  judge  to  what  degree  they  must  have  been  infatuated,  to  encourage  and 
wish  success  to  a  measure  which  had  it  prevailed,  must  have  overthrown  their 
own  civil  liberties  in  this  country,  and  rendered  them  the  abject  slaves  of  a 
despotic  military  government. 

9.  Your  affairs  in  Bengal  are  now  I  think  in  a  fair  way  of  being  complete- 
ly regulated,  nor  can  I  foresee  anything  that  can  possibly  happen  to  distress 
or  disturb  them  except  suffering  your  affairs  to  return  to  the  confusion  in 
which  I  found  them,  and  allowing  your  servants  to  trample  on  your  authority  ; 
with  regard  to  the  Mafarattas  or  other  country  powers  they  may  harrass  the 
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prounces,  and  lessen  vour  trade  and  revenues,  but  they  never  can  endanger 

1  *  r  -•  *  O 

vour  possessions  upon  the  footing  they  now  stand. 

I  ha\e  the  honor  to  be  \\hli  the  greatest  re 

O 

Your  most  obedient  and 

Calcutta,  most  humble  ser\  ant, 

6th  September  1766.  (Sigd.s  Clive. 
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Treaty  with  Shujaud-Daulah — grant  of  diwanl  b\  Shah  Alain — filling  of 
vacant  seats  at  the  Board  by  men  of  merit  and  reputation — mutiny  in  the 
ann\ — need  for  execution  of  covenants  b\  army  officers — increase  in  revenue 

— congress  at  Chapra — export  of  bullion  for  China  investment — restitution 
money  and  donations  to  army  and  mrcy  by  Mir  /afar — death  of  Xajmud- 
Daulah  and  succession  of  Saifud-Dauluh — inadequacy  of  allowances  to  junior 
officers. 

ID  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  United  Company 
of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'bie  Sirs, 

1.  At  the  time  our  last  advices  dated  the  24th  March  were  dispatched, 
the  attention  of  this  Committee  was  wholly  dkected  10  the  means  of  securing 
the  benefits  of  your  present  immense  possessions.    The  Company's  influence 
in  the  empire  we  considered  as  sufficiently  extended,  provided  the  power  of 
maintaining  that  influence  could  be  confirmed.    To  conciliate  the  minds  of 
the  natives  to  our  Government  and  diffuse  the  blessings  of  a  mild  administra- 
tion whenever  our  authority  extended  as  collectors  of  the  revenues  for  the  King, 
appeared  to  us  the  most  effectual  method  of  accomplishing  that  desirable  end. 

2.  We  laid  the  foundation  of  this  plan  in  the  treaty  concluded  with 
Sliujah  Dowlah,  the  conditions  of  which  so  far  exceeded  his  expectation  in 
point  of  advantage  to  himself,  that  we  are  well  assured  the  Company  in 
granting  these  terms  have  sacrificed  a  meer  shadow  of  power  only,  to  the 
substantial  benefit  of  security.    The  cheerfulness  with  which  he  met  the  Right 
Honorable  President  at  a  late  congress  held  in  the  Bahar  province,  the  ready 
compliance  he  shewed  in  paying  the  remainder  of  the  indemnification  to  the 
Company  stipulated  by  treaty  even  before  the  time  limited  for  payment  was 
expired,  'and  the  engagements  which  he  has  renewed  for  our  mutual  defence 
and  security,  afford  the  strongest  testimony  of  the  sincerity  of  his  gratitude 
and  friendship. 

3.  It  was  in  the  prosecution  of  our  plan  of  giving  permanency  to  your 
influence,  that  we  obtained  from  the  King  a  grant  of  the  dewanny  and  with 
the  same  -view  we  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Nabob,  the  consequences 

VoL  IV— -28 
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of  which  are  that  the  revenues  of  the  three  provinces  being  now  entirely 
under  our  direction,  we  no  longer  depend  for  the  support  of  our  military 

establishment  on  the  Subah's  bounty. 

, 

4.  But  to  impart  real  stability  to  the  system  we  had  adopted,  it  became 

necessary  we  should  look  strictly  into  the  internal  conduct  of  this  government 
and  exert  our  utmost  endeavours  to  restore  to  a  sense  of  duty  and  integrity, 
a  settlement  deeply  immersed  in  the  most  profligate  dissipation  and  avowed 
corruption.  For  this  purpose  we  entered  upon  the  odious  task  of  an  enquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  divers  members  of  the  Council,  with  the  result  of  which 
and  of  the  opposition  we  encountered,  you  are  already  acquainted. 

5.  The  seats  vacated  at  the  Board  by  this  and  other  concurring  circum- 
stances proved  unexpectedly  fortunate  to  our  design  as  it  opened  to  us  a  fair 
opportunity  of  making  some  advances  towards  that  selection  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  which  we  before  recommended  to  your  attention  by  introducing 
to  the  Board  four  gentlemen  of  unquestionable  merit  and  reputation  who 
having  been  tutored  in  notions  of  rigid  subordination  and  economy,  were  the 
most  likely  to  co-operate  in  our  views  with  all  the  weight  of  their  example 
and  authority.    We  would  not  remind  you  of  what  the  behaviour  upon  that 
occasion  was  of  the  servants  of  this  establishment,  it  being  itself  the  strongest 
evidence  of  the  expediency  of  the  measure  wre  pursued  and  of  the  just  senti- 
ments we  entertained  of  their  principles,  had  not  the  violence  of  their  conduct 
extended  beyond  what  we  then  foresaw  or  could  even  imagine. 

•j  O 

6.  Whether  any  endeavours  were  exerted  by  the  civil  servants  to  propa- 
gate their  discontent  to  the  military  officers,  is  wiiat  we  cannot  directly  affirm 
but  from  several  of  their  intercepted  letters  it  appears,  they  were  much  elated 
at  seeing  the  army  tainted  with  the  malignity  of  their  own  infection.    We  had 
agreeably  to  the  advices  already  transmitted  home,  reduced  the  double  batta 
allowed  to  the  military  officers,  as  early  as  the  month  of  January  ;  yet  not  a 
murmur    or   complaint   transpired   farther    than   was    expressed    in    a   very 
moderate  representation  to  the  Board  from  the  captains  and  subalterns  of 
each  of  the  three  brigades.    All  was  calm  and  serene  in  camp,  as  if  they 
rested  satisfied  with  the  orders  issued  by  the  Select  Committee,  until  a  proper 
state  of  their  circumstances  could  be  laid  before  the  Court  of  Directors. 

7.  In  this  deceitful  tranquility  the  space  of  four  months  elapsed,  when 
during  the  recess  of  the  Committee  and  Lord  Clive's  residence  at  Moorshed- 
abad,  the  alarming  advices  arrived  that  almost  all  the  officers  of  the  army 
had  combined,  under  articles  of  the  most  solemn  agreement  to  resign  their 
commissions  by  a  certain  day,  unless  their  batta  was  restored  and  the  orders 
of  the  Company  were  abrogated.    To  secure  their  measures  without  incurring 
the  penalties  of  desertion,  they  fixed  on  a  period  when  they  had  no  pay  in 
advance,  and  it  was  every  moment  expected  our  frontier  would  be  invaded  by 
a  large  "body  of  Mahratta  horse,  flattering  themselves  that  the  necessity  for 
their  services  at  so  critical  a  juncture  must  infallibly  reduce  the  Board  to 
submission. 

8.  It  was  immediately  recommended  by  Lord  Clive  to  the  Board  when 
he  transmitted  the  advices  rather  to  put  all  to  the  risk,  than  suffer  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Council  to  be  insulted.    The  saving  which  arose  to  the  Company 
from  the  reduction  of  bat  la  was  now  of  trifling  consideration  when  compared 
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wiih  the  danger  of  yielding  to  the  menaces  of  MJ  unprecedented  and  iiiutinuu» 
an  association.  To  preserve  the  authority  of  the  President  and  Council  and 

crush  an  attempt  that  indicated  the  total  subversion  of  Government,  became 
now  the  object  in  which  sentiments  the  whole  Board  with  one  voice  concurred 
with  his  Lordship.  He  proceeded  accompanied  by  Genera!  Canine  iu  Mun^ccr 
where  the  1st  battalion  lay  in  cantonments  and  happily  arrhcd  at  the  instant 
when  the  whole  body  of  Europeans  was  ripe  for  re\ok.  Their  officer  N  the 
Lieut.  Colonel  and  two  or  three  subalterns  exempted  had  to  a  man  withdrawn 
themselves,  and  the  soldiers  fired  with  the  contagious  spirit  of  mutiny  \vere 

G  i  i 

on  the  point  of  following  the  example  of  their  superior*,  when  hib  Lord>hip"s 

presence  and  authority  awakened  them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and  probably 
saved  these  provinces  from  all  the  horrors  of  rapine,  desolation,  and  military 
anarchy.  The  same  violence  of  conduct  prevailed  amongst  the  officers*  of  the 
2nd  and  3rd  Brigades  stationed  at  Allahabad  and  Patna,  in  so  much  that 
Colonel  Smith  who  was  posted  on  the  frontiers  of  Corah,  remote  from  all 
assistance  and  in  the  verv  face  of  a  formidable  eiiemv,  was  totally  deserted 

<*  f  *> 

by  Ms  officers  in  those  lines  lie  had  drawn  to  oppose  the  irruption  of  the 
Mahrattas. 

9.  For  the  further  particulars  of  this  extraordinary  and  \ery  interesting 

event,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  letter  and  Consultations  of  the  Public 
Department,  since  the  whole  correspondence  passed  through  that  channel 

during  the  recess  of  the  Select  Committee.  Here  we  touched  upon  it,  with 
the  view  only  to  impress  you  with  more  lively  ideas  of  the  state  of  this  settle- 
ment and  to  evince  more  strongly  the  necessity  of  what  we  have  before 
repeatedly  recommended,  a  constant  attention  to  the  good  sense,  honour  and 
steadiness  of  those  gentlemen  whom  you  in  future  admit  into  Council. 

10.  We  have  a  particular  satisfaction  in  observing  to  you  the  spirited 
zeal  with  \vhich  the  Board  assisted  hi  e\ery  measure  proposed  by  the  President 
to  break  this  dangerous  combination.    A  just  sense  of  the  indignity  offered 
to  their  own  authority  as  well  as  of  danger  to  the  community  seemed  to  unite 
them  heart  and  hand  hi  punishing  to  the  extreme  extent  of  their  po^er,  an 
act  of  disobedience  that  includes  in  its  effects  the  being  and  fate  of  your 
invaluable  possessions  in  Bengal.    But  still  it  remains  to  be  determined  how 
far  the  delinquents  are  subject  to  the  utmost  rigour  of  martial  law,   and 
whether  such  proofs  can  clearly  be  exhibited  against  them  as,  admitting  tht 
authority  of  the  court  will  render  the  prisoner  liable  to  the  punishment  of 
mutiny  and  desertion, 

11.  The   present   situation   of    your    affairs   requiring    so    numerous    a 
military  establishment,  at  such  a  distance  from  the  fountain  of  justice  as  not 
to  admit  of  elucidation  in  difficult  cases  before  it  is  too  late  for  decision,  it 
becomes  an  object  of  most  serious  attention  to  bind  down  your  officers  and 
soldiers  by  the  strongest  ties  of  duty,  of  allegiance  and  of  martial  discipline, 
Of  late  vears  it  hath  been  customary  to  grant  commissions  without  exacting 
those  covenants  whereby  the  party  agrees  to  serve  for  a  certain  period  of  time, 
Yet  upon  the  suposition  that  such  contract  actually  exists,  the  King  and 
Parliament  have  graciously  been  pleased  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  Mutiny 
Bill1  to  the  Hon'ble  the  East  India  Company.    To  this  neglect  it  is  owing  that 
any  officer  or  number  of  officers,  has  it  in  his  option,  without  consulting  the 
Governor  and  Council  to  throw  up  your  service  in  times  of  the  most  imminent 
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danger,  \\ithout  Incurring  the  penalties  of  any  law  civil  or  military  for  by 
refusing  your  pay,  he  Is  no  longer  subject  to  your  authority. 

12.  To  guard  therefore  in  future  against  an  event  that  may  probabb 
terminate  in  a  manner  less  fortunate  to  the  Company,  we  beg  leave  earnestly 
to  recommend  that  no  commissions  mav  be  hereafter  bestowed,  or  officers 

* 

sent  out,  but  under  restriction  of  the  above  covenants,  a  power  of  dispensing 
with  the  same  by  granting  permission  to  resign  to  be  vested  solely  in  the 
Governor  and  Council.  So  many  Instances  have  occurred  both  here  and  upon 
the  Coast,  of  an  independent  and  encroaching  spirit  in  the  military  that  we 
Imagine  further  arguments  will  be  unnecessary  to  convince  you  of  the 
necessity  there  is  to  support  the  civil  authority  with  all  the  power  that  law 
admits  and  necessity  uiges, 

13.  Before  this  mutiny  broke  out,  Lord  Clive  had  for  some  time  assisted 
at  the  puneah  held  at  Moorshedabad  for  stating  the  revenues  of  Bengal  for 
the  present  year  1766.     We  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  net 
estimate  of  collections  for  the  year  arising  from  Bengal  only,  amount  to  one 
crore  sixty  one  lacks  seven  hundred  and  eight  rupees   (1,61,00,708)  which  Is 
an  encrease  of  eleven  lacks  thirty  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy 

*  * 

eight  rupees  (11,31,978)  on  the  collections  of  the  preceding  year,  flowing  chiefly 
from  a  reduction  of  charges  without  levying  any  additional  tax  on  the 

zemindars. 

14.  The  statement  of  the  revenues  of  Bahar  is  likewise  just  come  to  our 
hands,  and  we  perceive  with  great  satisfaction  that  they  amount  this  year 
to  sixty  one  lacks  eighty  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  six  rupees 
(61,86,276),  being  an  increase  of  a  net  revenue  of  five  lacks  sixty  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty  one  rupees  (5,62,261).    This  encrease  we  in  great  measure 
ascribe  to  the  diligence  and  abilities  of  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  who  is  now 
employed  on  the  spot  In  regulating  the  collections  of  that  province,  whence 
we  hope  the  revenues  will  be  reduced  to  more  order,  and  raised  to  a  greater 
amount  than  have  for  some  years  been  known,  on  account  of  the  scandalous 
embezzlement  of  the  public  money  and  misconduct  of  the  collectors. 

15.  It  is  by  means  of  economy  and  frugality  only  that  we  wish  to  sec 
your  revenues  encreased,  since  they  are  already  sufficiently  great  to  answer 
every  purpose  of  the  Company,  for  without  the  greatest  care  be  taken  to 
prevent  zemindars  from  carrying  on  long  balances  and  defrauding  the  Govern- 
ment under  various  pretences,  your  collections  would  soon  dwindle  to  a  sum 
insufficient  to  defray  their  own  charges  ;  the  authority  of  the  administration 
would  be  despised  and  the  several  rajahs  and  zemindars  would  assume  to 
themselves  an  independent  power,  after  they  had  fleeced  the  people  and  fat- 
tened upon  the  spoils  of  the  public. 

16.  During  Lord  Clive's  residence  in   the  Bahar   province,   a   congress 
was  held  at  Chuprali2  at  which  his  Lordship,  General  Carnac,  Shuja  Dowlah 
and  the  King's  minister  assisted.    There  was  laid  the  foundation  of  a  treaty 
between  the  Company  and  the  Vizier  and  the  Jaut  and  Rohilla  chiefs  for  their 
mutual  defence  and  security  against  all  attempts  of  the  Mahrattas  to  invade 
their  several  dominions  ;  but  his  Lordship  and  General  Carnac  from  consi- 
deration of  the  little  advantage  the  Company  could  deduce  from  such  distant 
allies,  In  case  of  an  invasion,  chose  to  leave  this  matter  unfinished  and  "to 
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entrust  Sujah  Dowlah  with  the  management  of  such  treaties  as  he  might 
think  convenient,  for  his  own  and  the  Company's  welfare,  but  he  is  not"  to 
conclude  any  thing  nor  enter  Into  any  absolute  engagements  \\irhou:  having 

previously   acquainted   the  President   with   every  proposal   and   obtained   his 

approbation". 

17.  At  Chuprah  likewise  attended  deputies  from  the  Mahratta  chiefs 

from  whom  and  from-  the  letters  they  brought,  it  evidently  appears,  the  Mah- 
ratta forces  were  assembled  at  the  King's  requisition  and  upon  the  positive 
assurances  he  gave  that  an  English  array  would  Join  them  to  escort  him  to 
his  capital.  His  Majesty  has  Indeed  laboured  hard  by  every  artifice  and  per- 
suasion, intrigue  and  negotiation  to  succeed  In  his  favorite  scheme,  which 
we  are  convinced  would  terminate  In  accomplishing  his  own  ruin,  and  destroy- 
ing the  peace  of  the  whole  empire.  In  a  word  his  conduct  has  been  such 
that  we  are  at  a  loss  whether  most  to  condemn  his  policy,  despise  his  under- 
standing or  abhor  his  principles. 

18.  With  a  view  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Mahrattas  upon  our  own 
frontier.  Lord  Give  has  directed  Colonel  Smith's  brigade  to  canton  at  Dootiua- 
ghur  or  Sassaram,  where  the  Colonel  will  be  advantageously  posted  to  oppose 
any  hostile  Intentions  and  to  cover  the  Bahar  province.    This  brigade  Is  re- 
called In  consequence  of  Shujah  Dowlah's  having  fullv  discharged  all  the 
engagements  Into  which  he  entered  by  the  treaty  and  for  this  reason  likewise 
we  shall  immediately  recall  the  Resident  at  Benares  and  every  other  European 
residing  In  the  Vizier's  dominions,  that  no  disputes  may  arise  from  private 
commerce  to  disturb  the  amity  now  subsisting. 

19.  We  have  frequently  mentioned  to  you  the  Inconvenience  of  exporting 
money  and  bullion  from  this  country  for  the  supply  of  your  China  Investment 
yet  we  would  not  take  upon  ourselves  to  withhold  this  assistance  until  we 
received  your  Instructions  ;  accordingly  the  Council  have  Issued  orders  to  the 
Mint  Master  to  purchase  all  the  bullion  that  may  be  Imported  this  season 
for  the  use  of  the  China  market,  to  which  we  propose  remitting  to  the  amount 
of  24  lacks. 

20.  To  obviate  the  Immediate  bad  effects  to  the  commerce  and  revenues 
of  this  country  of  such  an  annual  drain  of  treasure,  Lord  Clive  carried  into 
execution  during  Ms  stay  at  Moorshedabad.  the  regulations  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee relative  to  a  gold  coinage  which  we  hope  soon  fully  to  establish,  not- 
withstanding the  prejudices  of  these  people  against  every  innovation.    Having 
already  presented  you  with  a  general  view  of  the  above  regulations  we  must 
now  request  your  excuse  for  not  transmitting  the  particulars  by  this  conveyance 
as  our  Secretary  hath  not  been  able  to  get  up  the  proceedings  on  account  of 
the  death  and  sickness  of  several  of  the  assistants  In  his  office. 

21.  Already  we  have  gone  through  the  enquiry  you  direct  into  the  several 
sums  granted  by  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier  for  the  purpose  of  restitution  to  the 
merchants  and  donation  to  the  army  and  navy.    All  the  principal  agents  for 
these  dlsbursments  have  been  separately  examined  upon  oath  before  the  Com- 
mittee and  their  depositions  taken  viva  voce  and  recorded  on  the  face  of  our 
proceedings. 

22.  Sorry  we  are  to  observe  that  from  those  depositions  It  will  appear 
how  little  the  Nabob  himself  was  Inclined  to  impoverish  his  treasury  by  free 
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gifts  and  voluntary  donations.  The  present  to  the  squadron  In  particular 
seems  to  have  been  obtained  by  very  unjustifiable  acts  and  measures  which 
we  conceive  will  reflect  very  little  honor  upon  a  servant  of  His  Majesty  acting 
in  so  high  a  station.  But  we  would  choose  to  avoid  making  further  remarks, 
since  the  next  dispatches  will  afford  you  an  opportunity  of  forming  your  own 
judgement  of  transactions  so  deeply  interesting  to  the  national  character.  It 
appears,  however,  upon  the  most  positive  testimony  that  the  donation  to  the 
army  was  a  free  and  unsolicited  present  from  the  Nabob  bestowed  on  Major 
Adams  and  the  army  as  a  pledge  of  their  faithful  services  at  the  most  critical 
juncture  and  a  ransom  of  the  money  and  effects  in  such  cities  and  towns 
as  might  fall  Into  their  hands  and  be  subject  to  the  violence  of  the  soldiers. 
It  is  not  therefore  surprising  that  this  donation  should  have  been  voluntary 
while  the  sums  granted  for  restitution  to  the  merchants  and  a  present  to  the 
navy  flowed  with  so  ill  a  grace  from  His  Excellency  who  could  not  possibly 
expect  any  equivalent  services. 

23.  When  we  have  dispatched  the  Lord  Camden,  we  shall  proceed  to 
enforce  such  of  vour  orders  as  we  have  not  already  anticipated  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that  neither  prejudice  nor  favor  to  individuals  shall  warp  us 
from  that  duty  which  we  owe  to  von,  our  constituents,  and  to  our  own  honour. 

«  * 

24.  We  are  sorrv  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  His  Excel- 

»  i  »  *  * 

lency  the  Nabob  Nudjum  ul  Dowlah  breathed  his  last  after  a  short  illness 
incurred  by  some  Intemperance  in  eating  and  encreased  by  .a  gross  habit  of 
body  and  unsound  constitution.  As  he  was  a  prince  of  mean  capacity  bred 
up  in  total  Ignorance  of  public  affairs,  this  event  which  formerly  might 
have  produced  important  consequences  In  the  provinces,  can  at  present  have 
no  other  effect  than  that  of  exhibiting  to  the  eyes  of  a  people  a  mere  change 
of  persons  in  the  Nizamut.  Nudjum  ul  Dowlah  dying  without  issue,  his 
brother  Syf  ul  Dowlah  succeeded  to  his  dignities,  and  promises  from  the  mild- 
ness and  pliancy  of  his  disposition  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  a  Nabob  to 
the  people  and  to  the  Company.  At  present  he  is  a  youth  not  exceeding  the 
age  of  sixteen,  which  more  immediately  and  naturally  brings  the  adminis- 
tration Into  the  hands  of  persons  in  whom  we  can  repose  confidence. 

25.  Before  this  time  you  have  probably  determined  the  fate  of  the  inland 
trade  in  salt,  betel  and  tobacco,  whether  it  may  be  continued  under  the  regula- 
tions we  have  established  or  totally  to  be  relinquished  by  your  servants?    We 

shall  therefore  only  observe  on*  this  occasion  that  certain  amendments  are 

„•• 

now  proposed  by  the  President  and  adopted  by  the  Select  Committee  which 
we  think  will  remove  every  inconvenience  observed  in  the  present  establish- 
ment of  that  trade,  and  secure  to  the  Company  the  power  of  rewarding  or 
punishing  their  servants  according  to  the  degree  of  their  merit  or  misconduct. 

26.  We  are  further  to  Inform  you  that  the  Committee  nominated  by  us 
to  inspect  the  conduct  of  the  several  departments  at  the  Presidency  have 
entered  upon  the  duty  of  their  appointment.    They  have  in  consequence 
framed  divers  regulations  which  we  think  well  calculated  to  promote  your 
interest  as  they  are  conducive  to  the  order  and  despatch  of  business  for  which 
reason  we  propose  carrying  them  Into  execution  with  all  convenient  expedition. 

27.  From  observing 'the  great  increase  in  the  expences  of  living  In  Cal- 
cutta, the  Committee  of  Inspection  have  pushed  their  regulations  to  a  refor- 
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mation  of  the  police  of  the  settlement.    From  the  general  Inattention  of  late 

years  to  this  obiect,  the  articles  of  dier,  waees,  house  rent.  &c  have  risen  50 

*          .  j  0 

exorbitantly  that  your  allowance  to  junior  servants  Is  very  inadequate  to  their 

j  «,  i 

necessary  and  unavoidable  expences  ;  and  this  we  consider  as  the  reason  uhy 
they  have  hitherto  been  Indulged  with  larger  salaries  than  you  approve,  annex- 
ed to  their  several  employments.  In  the  present  flourishing  >irua:ion  of  your 
affairs,  we  should  apprehend  their  appointments  ought  to  afford  them  a  decent 
and  sufficient  maintenance  :  enough  to  preserve  them  against  every  attempt 
to  meanness  and  dishonesty,  but  too  little  to  support  them  in  profusion  and 

*  i     It,  1 

extravagance. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

Hon'bJe  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants, 
Fort  William,  (Signed)  dive  /  John  Caraac 

September  3th,  1766,  H,  Vrrelst. 
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Construction  of  marine  \ard  at  China  gong— price  control  of  necessaries 
imported    from    England — investment    at    aurangs    to    be    under   charge    <jf 

gumashtas  rather  than  junior  servants — avoidance  nf  disputes  with  ihe  Dutch 
— Company  and  Nawab  of  Bengal  to  pay  equally  to  settle  claims  of  the  Jagat 
Seths— payment  of  fiftv  lakhs  by  Shitjaud-Daiilah  in  accordance  with  the  treaty 
— obelisk  at  Patna  in  memory  of  those  massacred  in  1763 — dismissal  and 
deportation  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  and  others  for  agitating  against  abolition 
of  double  batta — all  arm\  officers  execute  covenants— dive's  fund  for  mili- 
tary invalids — Nawah  of  Bengal  to  pay  for  military  expenses  entailed  in  revenue 
collection  and  defence  of  Ms  territories — Governor  of  Bengal  executes  penal 
bond  restricting  his  private  trade — Marriott  asked  to  pay  to  the  Company 
amount  paid  to  Shah  Alam  for  farming  mint  at  Benares, 

Xo  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United  Com- 
pany of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  had  the  opportunity  of  addressing  a  short  letter  to  you  of  the  6th 
September  by  the  Lord  Camden  which  was  returned  to  the  Coast  for  their 
October  dispatch.  The  Cruttenden  now  proceeds  with  a  complete  lading 
from  hence  and  we  shall  by  her  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  occurrences  of  this 
Presidency  since  our  address  of  the  24th  March  under  the  established  heads 
per  Ponsborne  and  Admiral  Watson,  and  at  the  same  time  reply  to  your  several 
letters  of  this  season  the  receipt  whereof  we  acknowledge  by  the  Carnden, 
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Firs?  of  shipping 

2,  We  therein  advised  you  of  the  safe  arrival  of  all  the  ships  appointed 
this  season  for  our  side  of  India  except  the  Pigot  for  Coast  and  Bay  which 
arrived  at  Madras  the  19th  of  August  and  sailed  from  thence  for  this  place 
the  20th  September  with  orders  to  call  at  Masulipatam  with  stores.    Having 
learned  she  had  left  that  place  the  6th  of  Octoher  we  were  in  daily  expectation 
of  her  but  we  have  since  by  private  advices  heard  of  her  being  put  back  to 
Madras. 

3.  Of  the  three  Bombay  ships  to  call  at  Madras  with  troops  for  this 
Presidency  we  find  by  a  letter  from  the  gentlemen  there  dated  the  20th  Septem- 
ber that  the  Anson  and  Speaker  were  arrived.    We  shall  have  occasion  for 
five  ships  to  carry  home  the  investments  of  this  Presidency  and  we  understand 
that  they  have  full  cargoes  for  three  ships  from  the  Coast ;  eight  ships  there- 
fore are  required  for  the  investments  of  the  two  settlements  and  as  you  destined 
seven  only  this  season  for  the  Coast  and  Bav,  we  have  concerted  measures  with 

rf  * 

the  other  two  Presidencies  to  provide  for  so  great  a  deficiency  of  tonnage  in 
consequence  of  which  zhe  President  and  Council  at  Bombay  have  come  to 
the  resolution  of  sending  round  to  us  the  Duke  of  Albany  and  Nottingham 
from  their  side  ;  and  the  gentlemen-  at  Madras  have  advised  us  of  their  intention 
to  send  on  to  us  the  Anson  and  Devonshire.    If  the  four  Bombay  ships  above 
mentioned  and  the  Pigot  arrive  safely  with  us,  we  shall  have  seven  ships  in- 
cluding the  Britannia  and  Cruttenden  now  in  Bengal,  and 
Cons.  20  October,    in  that  case  we  shall  provide  the  gentlemen  at  Madras  with 

all  the  tonnage  they  have  desired,  that  is,  two  ships  besides 
the  Lord  Camden  already  returned  to  the  Coast.  But  should  we  be  disappoint- 
ed of  one  of  the  ships  from  Madras  and  Bombay,  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
spare  above  one  and  a  half  for  Madras  besides  thte  Camden  as  we  cannot 
possibly  do  with  less  than  four  and  a  half  without  exposing  too  much  of 
the  Company's  property  upon  one  bottom. 

4.  The  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  have  recommended  that 
one  of  the  ships  to  be  sent  to  their  Presidency  be  ordered  to  call  at  Pegue  for 
a  cargo  of  timber  and  plank  provided  she  could  be  dispatched  in  time  to 
prosecute  that  voyage  and  arrive  with  them  by  the  20th  of  February  at  farthest. 
As  our  last  advices  from  Pegue  inform  us  that  no  timbers  were  then  come 
down  from  the  country,  we  clo  not  think  it  possible  for  this  measure  to  be 
effected  without  putting  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  Madras  to  a  risk  we  ought 
not  to  run  considering  how  much  we  are  straitened  for  tonnage  for  our  Europe 
cargoes  ;  of  this  we  have  acquainted  the  Madras  Presidency  and  that  we  shall 
therefore  dispatch  the  ships  to  them  directly  from  hence. 

5,  We  have  had  no  accounts  of  any  more  of  the  Falrnouth's  people  since 
our  advices  to  you  by  the  Lord  Camden  of  the  unfortunate  loss  of  that  ship. 
Our  proceedings  in  the  course  of  the  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Hepburn  together  with  his  defence  are  entered  in  a  book  apart  which  comes 
a  number  in  our  packet,  whereto  we  beg  leave  to  refer.    Captain  Hepburn 
having  had  notice  given  him  that  he  cannot  on  any  account  whatever  be 
suffered  to  remain  in  India,  we  shall  take  care  that  he  return  to  England  in 
one  of  the  ships  of  this  season. 
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6.  Our  suspicions  that  Captain  Massey  of  the  Hector  had  been  guilty 
of  the  like  unwarrantable  practises  with  respect  to  illicit  trade  have  been 
equally  well  founded,  the  President  and  Council  at  Madras  having  informed 
us  that  thev  had  taken  out  of  her  the  unlicensed  troocl>  shipped  at  St.  la^o 

o  i  ir  C"* 

and  Rio  Janeiro,  when  they  protested  against  the  captain  and  nv>ner>  and 

discharged  that  ship. 

7.  By  the  Lord  Camden  we  communicated  to  you  the  result  of  our  en- 
quiries into  the  conduct  of  Captain  Buwland  of  the  Cruttenden  as  well  with 

respect  to  the  information  riven  of  his  beine  suspected  to  have  taken  on  board 

1  O  Of 

unlicensed  goods  in  the  Channel,  as  into  the  circumstances  of  his  having 
deviated  from  the  destination  of  his  vovaee  hv  cominsr  on  ro  Beneal  without 

-     o  o  o 

first  calling  at  Madras.  Captain  Bowland  has  been  acquitted  in  both  cases, 
and  we  have  only  further  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  therein  which  appear 
on  the  face  of  our  Consultations ;  at  the  same  time  to  assure  von  that  no  en- 

* 

deavours  shall  be  wanting  on  our  part  for  effectually  discovering  and  of  seizing 
all  illicit  trade  whatever  conformably  to  vour  repeated  injunctions  on  that 

,*  w  1  J 

subject. 

8.  Your  sloop  the  Thresher  arrived  here  from  Xattal  in  May  last,  a? 

she  would  not  answer  for  the  service  of  the  West  Coast, 

Cons.  26  May          ailcj  being-  eqimllv  unfit  for  this  River  she  was  sold  at  nuhlic 
16  Tune  1 

"         outcry  for  twelve  hundred  and  one  current  rupees. 

9.  Mr.  Verelst  in  reply  to  your  remarks  on  the  clearness  of  the  schooners 
built  at  Chittagong  informs  us  that  on  his  appointment  to  the  charge  of  that 
province  he  had  reason  to  believe  from  the  quality  and  quantity  of  timber 
said  to  be  procurable  there,  that  a  marine  yard  might  be  established  much 
to  the  advantage  of  the  public.    He  therefore  engaged  in  his  service  ship- 
builders and  other  artificers  at  Calcutta  necessary  for  conducting  such  a  work, 

*  *_*•< 

determining  to  try  the  experiment  at  his  own  expense  and  risk  before  he 
recommended  it  to  the  Board,  for  there  being  no  workmen  in  that  part  of 
the  country  those  whom  he  engaged  he  was  obliged  to  pay  very  high  wages 
to  (even  double  what  is  paid  either  at  Calcutta  or  Bombay)  relying  on  the 
expectation  of  inducing  the  people  of  the  province  to  qualify  themselves  In 
the  respective  branches  of  the  business  by  keeping  them  employed  under  the 
others  directions,  and  thereby  shortly  be  enabled  to  reduce  one  of  the  heaviest 

+  w 

parts  of  the  expense.  All  materials  whatever  timber  excepted  he  was  neces- 
sitated to  have  from  Calcutta,  the  exorbitant  price  of  which  when  the  schooners 
were  built  may  be  easily  known  by  a  reference  to  a  price  of  those  articles  in 
Calcutta  at  that  time,  "as  well  as  the  very  extraordinary  expense  and  risk 
attending  the  transportation  so  great  a  distance.  These  circumstances  un- 
avoidably run  up  the  actual  charge  of  building  them  to  the  sum  of 
D.M.Rs.  32,893-9-0  on  which  in  lieu  of  interest  on  the  several  payments  thereof 
together  with  risk  and  damages  is  charged  D.MRs.  2,297- 10* li  which  is  not 
7  per  cent  on  their  cost  and  we  are  assured  it  was  never  his  intention  to  derive 
any  advantages  to  himself  from  marine  yard  at  Chittagong,  but  that  Ms  motive 
was  only  to  promote  a  work  which  he  judged  would  tend  to  a  general  utility 
in  effecting  of  which  a  large  part  of  his  fortune  for  a  long  time  suffered  consi- 
derably and  which  he  will  readily  give  proof  of  by  an  inspection  of  the 
original  books  of  that  concern,  if  required. 
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10.    Mr.  Whitehill  at  Bandermalanka  made  offers  lately  to  contract  for  • 
building  schooners  not  exceeding  one  hundred  tons  that  should  be  strong 

and  fit  for  the  river  service  and  equipped  with  all  appur- 
"°  ^une'  tcnances  at  the  rate  of  A.Rs.   13,000  each.    As  the  vessels 

that  have  been  built  there  bore  a  good  character  and  appeared  to  be  much 
cheaper  than  those  sent  round  from  Bombay  which  we  have  always  been 
under  the  necessitv  of  finding  in  stores  here,  we  acceded  to  his  proposal  and 
sent  him  a  plan  for  their  construction  which  had  been  delivered  in  by  our 

Master  Attendant.     Mr.  Whitehill  made  his  objections  to 

11  September  ^^     jan  an(j  encfoseci  a  draft  of  two  schooners  he  had  at 

!  3  September,  * 

that  time  upon  the  stocks  intended  to  be  sent  to  Bengal 
when  we  shall  be  the  better  able  to  form  a.  judgement  whether  they  will  answer 

our  purpose. 

1L    The  Master  Attendant  after  his  return  from  his  search  down  the 
River  in  quest  of  the  Fal mouth  \\hcreof  we  acquainted  you  in  our  letter  per 

,  _  ,  Lord  Camden,  laid  before  us  a  sketch  of  the  several  places 

I    Iiilv 

"     * '  and  channels  he  had  been  at,  having  reason  to  believe  the 

passage  by  Channel  Creek  to  be  the  safest  for  ships  going  out  of  the  River  in 
the  months  of  March  and  April.  We  have  directed  and  are  nowr  prosecuting 
a  survey  thereof,  the  northerly  monsoon  being  set  in,  and  should  it  answer 
our  expectations,  the  discovery  will  prove  of  the  greatest  utility. 

12.  After  the  Ponsborne  had  sailed  out  of  the  River  on  her  return  to 

Europe  in  March  last,  Information  was  given  of  her  having 
^een  nm  aground  while  In  charge  of  Mr.  Peter  Persoon, 
the  pilot.    A  court  of  enquiry  was  immediately  ordered  to 
examine  into  his  conduct,  and  he  wras  adjudged  so  far  culpable,  as  to  be 

.-  -_  reduced  from  the  rank  of  a  first  to  that  of  a  second  pilot, 

12  Mnv,  * 

such   an   example   was   thought   necessary  not   only   as   a 

punishment  to  Mr.  Persoon  but  that  It  might  have  a  proper  influence  on  the 
9/j  »l   T  conduct  of  others   who  may  be  entrusted  with  a  charge 

of  so  much  Importance  and  he  has  since  on  account  of  his 

age  and  infirmities  been  permitted  to  resign  the  service. 

13.  Mr.  Grant,  the  pilot  who  was  dismissed  the  service  for  neglect  on 
Genl.  Letter  from    ^oarc^  tne  Winchelsea,  and  whom  you  had  directed  to  be 

England,    Paras.    5    restored,    died    some    time    before    the    receipt    of    your 

and  6.  orders_ 

14.  Our  Master  Attendant  made  a  regular  and  careful  survey  of  the 
River  in  May  last  by  which  it  appeared  to  be  in  a  better  state  than  the  preceding 
year,  several  of  the  channels  having  a  greater  depth  of  water.    This  circum- 
stance which  is  occasioned  by  the  shifting  of  the  sands,   shews   the  great 
necessity  of  having  the  most  exact  surveys  taken  annually  which  you  may 
be  assured  shall  be  properly  attended  to. 

15.  The  Dutch  had  made  It  a  constant  rule  at  the  departure  of  their  last 
ship  of  the  season  to  take  up  their  leading  buoys  In  the  river  which  they  did 

not  lay  down  again  till  the  time  drew  near  for  their  ex- 
*    i  a^'  pected  ships.    As  such  a  practice  might  be  attended  with 
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fatal  consequences  to  our  shipping,  which  are  coming  in  and  going  out  at 

ail  seasons,  we  made  the  necessary  remonstrance?  to  the 

"    *  a^*  gentlemen  at  Chinsura  upon  this  occasion  and  they  have 

promised  in  future  to  provide  themselves  with  spare  buov<  to  replace  *uch 

as  it  mav  be  necessarv  to  take  up  to  be  repaired. 

*  •  1  I  „ 

16.  The  Committee  of  Inspection  having  represented  that  the  encroach- 
ments made  of  late  years  by  the  River  have  been  ereativ  miinu"  to  the  cutting 

*  4  4.  »  ^  I 

away  the  banks  in  order  to  lav  rebels  and  boriN  upbore. 

20  May  which  at  the  same  time  is  a  great  nuisance  to  ihe  Inhabitants 

»  Tune.  ,  .  .  ,  V       i  -  i         T  t 

whose  nouses  are  situated  by  the  water  side,     in  order  to 

remove  these  inconveniences  and  likewise  10  prevent  the  danger  at- 
tending all  loaded  boats  coming  to  the  Custom  House  Ghaut  by 

which  the  collection  of  your  customs  was  interrupted  and  Impeded,  \u* 
directed  the  Master  Attendant  to  point  out  a  proper  spot  for  laying  vessels 
of  all  kinds  ashore  and  he  has  represented  Meyapore  Reach  about  24  rnik> 

below  the  town  as  the  most  convenient  place  for  that  purpose.    We  have  there- 

i  z,  4- 

fore  caused  public  notice  to  be  given,  and  are  now  forming  regulations  for 
the  same  which  will  take  place  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  artificers  can 
be  engaged  to  reside  there  for  the  execution  of  this  service. 

17.  The  Master  Attendant  lias  lately  discovered  and  given  us  informa- 
tion of  several  abuses  that  had  crept  into  the  establishment  of  lascars  in  the 

marine  service  through  the  imposition  of  the  syrangs  from 

16  June  whom  they  received  their  wages  and  at  the  same  time  re- 

~*  commended  that  they  should  be  put  upon  the  footing  of 

those  employed  by  private  merchants  who  find  them  in  provisions,  the  charge 

of  which  would  not  exceed  the  difference  in  rate  of  wages  paid  by  them,  and 

the  allowance  made  to  the  lascars  by  the  Company  in  lieu  thereof.    This 

proposal  appeared  so  well  calculated  to  remedy  the  abuses  complained  of, 

that  it  has  been  adopted  with  some  other  regulations  for  the  better  conducting 

this  branch  which  appear  on  the  face  of  our  Consultations. 

18.  In  consequence  of  the  orders  contained  in  the  13th  paragraph  of  your 
commands  dated  the  13th  December   1765  for  supplying  the  Governor  and 

Council   at  St.  Helena  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt 
20  June,  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  garrison  and  inhabitants,  we 

have  ordered  50  puncheons  to  be  salted  up  here  to  be  sent  thither  by  the 
homeward  bound  ships  of  this  season.  This  provided  the  meat  can  be  pre- 
served, will  be  a  more  certain  and  probably  a  cheaper  method  of  supplying 
them  than  by  the  commanders  of  the  Europe  ships  and  we  hope  will  meet 
with  your  approbation. 

19.  The  orders  YOU  have  been  pleased  to  give  with  respect  to  the  dispatch 
of  casual  ships  to  China  shall  be  directly  attended  to  on  every  occasion . 

20.  There  have  only  imported  here  this  season  two  ships  of  the  French 
Company's  vizt.  the  Ajax  and  Marquis  de  Castres,  but  their  agents  here  have 
given  out  that  they  are  in  expectation  of  five  others  under  the  command  of 
Monsieur  Law,  brother  of  their  present  Governor,  which  are  private  property 

to  remain  in  India, 
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Secondly  of  goods  from  Europe  or  from  one  part  of  India  to  another 

21.  A^rceablv  to  what  we  wrote  you  In  our  letter  per  Ponsborne  and 
Admiral  Watson  of  the  24th  of  March,  the  woollens  received  last  season  were 

put  up  to  sale  the  1st  May  and  we  took  the  same  oppor- 

1  T     A  f       •  II  .  11 

-•  timity  of  putting  up  the  copper,  lead  and  tin,  the  accounts 

sales  whereof  conie  numbers  In  the  packet ;  the  medium  price  on  the  sales 
on  the  several  articles  appear  In  the  price  current  transmitted  herewith. 

22.  In  your  General  Letter  of  the  24th  of  December,  the  reasons  are 
assigned  for  our  being  supplied  with  100  tons  of  lead  only,  on  which  we  must 

take  the  liberty  to  remark  that  this  article  is  wanted  for 
ah  Para.  other  purposes  besides  military  stores  but  supposing  that 

quantity  to  be  sufficient  for  the  occasions  of  this  Presidency,  the  less  sent  out 
to  us  will  cause  the  greater  importation  by  the  French  and  Dutch,  by  whose 
means  the  country  powers  can  get  themselves  supplied  and  to  wThom  a  larger 
profit  will  consequently  accrue  by  the  sale  thereof.  We  therefore  hope  these 
considerations  will  induce  you  to  supply  us  as  heretofore. 

23.  Our  Indents  for  1768  wait  upon  you  by  this  ship  made  out  in  the 
most  explicit  manner  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  direct,  and  we  are  to  request 
they  may  be  fully  complied  with,  more  especially  the  medicines,  military 
stores  and  such  other  articles  .as  are  required  for  the  use  and  occasions  of  the 
settlement,  the  supplies  hitherto  sent  being  by  no  means  equal  to  the  demand. 
Your  Europeans  In  general  especially  civilians  and  officers  are  now  become 
so  numerous  and  the  quantity  required  so  much  beyond  what  we  have  hitherto 
been  furnished  with,  that  all  ranks  of  men  would  have  suffered  beyond  con- 

+ 

ception.  if  we  had  not  purchased  to  a  very  considerable  amount  and  at  a 
very  extravagant  price,  medicines  from  the  French,  Dutch,  Danes,  and  the 
officers  of  your  ships.  We  beg  leave  also  to  recommend  that  all  compound 
medicines  be  sent  from  Apothecaries  Hall,  as  those  lately  received  are  much 

complained  of. 

24.  Neither  hats  nor  shoes  for  our  military  can  be  procured  from  the 
captains  or  officers  of  the  ships,  both  these  articles  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  men's  healths  and  we  must  therefore  beg  leave  to 
repeat  our  wishes  of  being  supplied  with  them. 

25.  The  Madeira  wine  received  this  season  by  the  Britannia  turns  out 
very  well,  much  superior  to  that  sent  out  last  year,  a  distribution  thereof 
amongst  the  civil  and  military  servants  at  this  Presidency  has  been  settled 
at  the  usual  advance,  for  further  particulars  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  trie  Import 
Warehouse  Keeper's  report  which  comes  a  number  in  the  packet. 

26.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Pi  got  we  shall  make  a  trial  of  the  vidonla  wine 
and  report  the  same  with  all  the  particulars  you  have  required  by  the  first 

opportunity. 

27.  In  our  letter  of  the  24th  March  we  acquainted  you  of  our  having 
limited  the  price  of  necessaries  imported  from  Europe  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
exorbitant  prices  demanded  for  them  by  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the 
Europe  ships,  we  are  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  a 
regulation  and  that  it  might  be  the  more  effectually  carried  into  execution 
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this  year  we  put  die  sale  of  the  se\eral  articles  under  the  direction  .A  a  steward, 
one  of  your  covenanted  servants  who  purchase  the  >e\aral  ankle*  from  the 
captains  and  officers  for  which  purp3se  he  is  ad\anccd  monev  out  of  the 

treasury  and  distributes  them  occasionally  to  buch  persons  oniv  a&  mav  want 

/  *  * 

them  for  their  own  immediate  use  to  prevent  their  beinsj  monopolized  and 

JL  <L-  j[ 

retailed  again  at  aa  exorbitant  advance  and  he  is  directed  to  charge  10  per 
cent  on  the  original  cost  of  the  several  articles  in  Europe  to  indemnify  tiiu 
Company  for  any  loss  by  damage,  leakage,  or  wastage.  To  this  practice  it 
has  been  greatly  owing  that  so  many  European  vagabonds  have  been  able  to 
maintain  themselves  at  Calcutta  and  even  so  as  to  li\e  with  splendour  and 
affluence. 

28.  The  large  supplies  of  treasure  sent  from  hence  to  Canton  for  some 
years  past  and  the  last  season  in  particular  will  we  hope  fully  convince  you 
that  the  utmost  attention  has  been  paid  to  your  repeated  in]  unction  for  the 
support  of  that  important  branch  of  your  trade.    We  ha\e  empowered  the 
gentlemen  at  Madras  to  draw  upon  us  without  limitation  until  January  next, 
and  we  are  purchasing  all  the  bullion  that  comes  into  the  place  on  the  most 
moderate  terms  for  our  next  consignment  which  we  hope  will  be  equal  to  that 
of  last  year  if  we  do  not  receive  advice  from  the  gentlemen  at  Canton  to  the 
contrary,  who  we  are  informed  have  a  very  large  quantity  on  hand. 

Thirdly  of  investments 

29.  By  the  Lord  Camden  we  acquainted  you  of  our  hopes  that  the  invest- 
ment providing  this  season  would  not  fall  short  of  fifty  lacks.    The  utmost 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  improvement  of  the  different  assortments  of 
the  different  cloths  and  at  the  end  of  the  war  we  shall  as  usual  transmit  to 

«i 

you  our  remarks  on  the  whole. 

# 

30.  In  consequence  of  our  resolution  to  enlarge  your  investment  as  much 
as  possible"  in  every  branch  Mr.  Graham,  the  Eesident  at  Midnapore,  advised 

us  he  should  be  able  to  encrease  the  provision   at  that 
29  September.         factory  forty  thousand  rupees.    We  therefore  advanced  him 
that  sum  on  the  merchants  engaging  to  deliver  the  goods  by  the  end  of 
February. 

31.  In  May  last  the  gentlemen  at  Cossirnbuzar  informed  us  that  the 

«t  1L.J 

excessive  droughts  last  season  had  destroyed  the  greatest  part  of  die  mulberry 

shrubs,    whereby    the    farmers    were    deprived    of    large 
20  May.  quantities  of  their  worms,  for  want  of  proper  nourishment, 

which  they  apprehended  might  prove  a  detriment  to  your  silk  investment ; 
but  we  have  the  pleasure  to  advise  you  that  they  have  already  dispatched  to 
us  goods  to  the  amount  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees  and  we  flatter  ourselves  we 
shall  before  the  dispatch  of  the  latter  ships  receive  from  six  to  seven  lacks 
more. 

32.  On  the  receipt  of  your  orders  this  season  concerning  the  next  year's 

investment,  the  necessary  directions  were  immediately  sent 

!!  Iuly  to   the    subordinates    and   different   aurtmgs   to   take   the 

14  August.  _.  .       -  .  .         r   -    .        &      . 

earliest  means  tor  the  provision  of  merr  respective  goods. 
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33.  The  opinion  you  entertained  of  the  appointment  of  junior  servants 
to  the  aurungs,  experience  has  shewn   was  but   too  justly  founded.    Their 

misconduct  has  been  the  source  of  a  number  of  complaints 
26  Ma>"  without  any  advantages  to  the  provision  of  your  investment. 

Sensible  of  this  before  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  we  came  to  the  resolution 
of  recalling  them  in  May  last  and  have  appointed  gomastahs  at  the  aurungs  of 
Kcerpoy,  Hurrypali  and  Harryall  Buddaul  aiming  being  contiguous  to 
Maulda,  we  have  thought  it  most  eligible  to  annex  it  to  that  Residency,  and 
it  is  now  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Harwell,  your  Resident  there. 

34.  At  the  same  time  that  we  ha\e  judged  it  advisable  to  put  the  invest- 
ment at  the  minings  under  the  inspection  of  gomastahs  we  are  sufficiently 
apprized  of  the  necessity  that  some  method  should  be  devised  to  keep  them 
under  controul ?  and  this  you  may  be  assured  shall  be  properly  attended  to. 

35.  It  is  with  concern  we  observe  that  our  having  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  suspending  the  provision  of  your  investment  at  Dacca  and  Cossim- 

buzar  in  May  1764  should  be  considered  by  you  as  a  measure 

Genl.  Lre.  24th       prejudicial  to  vour  interest.     On  a  review  of  the  state  of 

Deer.  1/65  para.  16.    *      J       _  .  -  ,  .     ,   .  ,  T  r       , 

your  affairs  at  that  period  it  appears  that  we  were  obliged 
to  divert  the  funds  intended  for  the  investment,  to  the  support  of  the  army  in 

the  field  when  everything  was  at  stake  and  on  which  the  very  being  of  the 

Company's  affairs  in  Bengal  then  depended. 

36.  We  hope  there  is  no  need  of  repeating  our  assurances  that  our  best 

endeavours   shall   be    exerted   for    the   extending   and   mi- 
Do.  p;ira.  18.          proving  your  investment  which  will  now  become  a  branch 
of  so  much  importance  and  we  shall  take  care  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  re- 
commend, to  confine  as  far  as  possible  within  the  circle  of  our  own  possessions. 

37.  The  Committee  of  Aurungs  in  June  last  reported  to  us  that  the  muster 
cloths  from  Santipore  aiming  turned  out  so  very  bad  both  in  quality  and 

price  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  making  any  purchases 
23  June.  there  this  season  with  advantage  to  the  hon'ble  Company. 

We  therefore  came  to  a  resolution  of  encreasing  the  investments  at  Keerpoy 
and  Hurrypaul,  and  to  suspend  any  further  purchases  at  Santipore  aiming, 
until  we  could  discover  the  true  cause  of  these  complaints,  for  which  purpose 
we  directed  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Delaport  to  proceed  thither  in  order  to 
make  the  strictest  enquiry  into  the  same. 

38.  The  gentlemen  at  Chittagong  have  experienced  some  difficulties  in 
their  purchases  of  the  chubeza  baftaes  from  the  great  increase  of  price  given 

for   this   assortment   of   cloth   by   the  French    at  Jugdea 
1  Ju  ^'  but    notwithstanding    these    impediments    we    hope    they 

will  not  fall  short  of  your  orders. 

39.  Our   saltpetre  investment   this   season   with  what  remained   in   our 
godowns  of  the  last  year's  provision,  will  we  reckon  amount  to  about  one 

hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  maunds ;  of  this  we  have 
13  August.  agreed  to  set  apart  20,000  maunds  for  the  supply  of  the 

Dutch  and  15,000  maunds  for  the  French  and  have  come  to  the  resolution 
of  sending  the  following  supplies  to  the  other  two  presidencies  vizt. 
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To  Madras 

for  the  use  of  the  settlement 

for  3  ships  to  Europe 


To  Bombay 

•< 

for  the  use  of  the  settlement  .  ,,       3,i«i> 

for  3  ships  to  Europe       .,  ,..  ...     I5/.K)1 


and  \\c  shall  lade  on  board  the  fi\c  ships  intended  to  be 

J  ^une"  dispatched  from  hence  22,1)1)1!  raaunds 

40.  \\"e  shall  be  careful  that  the  quantity  of  opium  required  for  vour 

L  ,  L.  J.  „ 

investment  shall  be  provided  before  any  purchases  are  suffered  to  be  made  by 

your    servants    on    private    account.    The    gentlemen    at 
~J  -*ulle*  Fort  Marlbro'  have  Indented  this  season  for  fifty  chests  only 

with  which  they  will  be  supplied  by  the  earliest  opportunities. 

41.  A  particular  statement  of  the  old  outstanding  balances  which  ha\e 
been  regularly  accumulating  since  the  first  appointment  of  gomastahs  to  the 
aurungs  for  the  provision  of  your  investment  made  up  to  the,  24th  instant 
comes  a  number  in  the  packet.    We  hope  it  will  appear  to  you  that  our 
endeavours  have  not  been  wanting  to  collect  as  many  of  them  as  possible  and 

O  *  1 

we  further  flatter  ourselves  with  being  able  to  recover  the  greatest  part  thereof. 
The  sum  still  outstanding  on  this  account  being  C.  Rs.  57,481-15-9  is  included 
in  the  abstract  of  the  aurung  transactions,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  for  an  account  of  the  very  large  advances  made  out  this  season  for  the 
provision  of  your  investment,  the  receipt  of  the  returns,  and  the  amount 
outstanding. 


Fourthly  of  the  trade  uf  India,  transactions  with  European  powers,  country 

government  &c. 

o 

42.  The  observations  and  orders  contained  In  vour  letter  dated  the  19th 

M 

of  February  with  respect  to  the  Inland  trade  In  salt,  betelnut  and  tobacco. 

having  been  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Select  Coni- 
Cons.  22  Sep.          mittee,  the  advices  relative  thereto  will  be  communicated 
to  you  from  that  department  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 

43.  It  shall  ever  be  our  care  to  avoid  disputes  with  the  Dutch  and  we 
wish  we  could  inform  you  they  were  equally  well  disposed.    We  affirm  that 

they  never  enjoyed  such  advantages  in  Bengal  as  they  do 
31  March  1757,       at    present    but    nevertheless    they    are    continually    im- 
portuning  us    with    frivolous    complaints.    We   may   also 
observe  that  the  representations  both  from  the  Dutch  and  French  are  made 
in  such  general  terms  that  we  are  not  furnished  with  sufficient  lights  to  effect 


448  LETTER  TO   COURT 

a  scrutir.y.     \Ve  have  therefore  informed  them  that  when  they  can  mark  out 

to  us  any  real  grievances  they  may  depend  on  having  all  the 

12  May  .satisfaction  in  our  power,  in  short  we  cannot  but  be  of 

opinion  that  both  Dutch  and  French  follow  an  old  trite 
maxim,  practised  by  the  former  time  out  of  mind,  that  of 
complaining  without  cause,  to  prevent  cause  being  given  of  complaint. 

44.  The  Dutch  have  lately  laid  claim  to  a  piece  of  ground  at  Ballasore 
that  was  occupied  by  our  Resident.    From  the  informations  obtained  by  his 

means   it   is    far   from    being    clear    that    they   have    any 

•>  ^Ia)'  right   thereto,   but   we   thought  it   a   matter   of   too  little 

I  September.  °  ,  .        °,  .  £    ,.  ,    ,         . 

consequence  to  become  the  subject  01  dispute  and  therefore 

ordered  it  to  be  delivered  up  to  them. 

45.  In  consequence  of  the  llth  article  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace  M.  Law 
has  been  put  in  possession  of  such  ground  as  they  heretofore  held  in  Chuprah, 

,f  ._     ,  Sinehia,  Futwali  and  Ponerack  in  the  province  of  Bahar. 

31  JMsTCn.  o  _  . 

II  September  Orders  have  also  been  given  to  our  commissary  to  deliver 

13  October.  Up  to  them  a  small  piece  of  ground  they  formerly  possessed 
at   Begum    Serah    near    Patna,    but    the    act    has    not    yet    passed    as    the 
commissary  on  the  part  of  the  French  has  objected  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  to  be  worded  and  says  that  he  waits  the  orders  of  M.  Law  before  he 
can  sign  it, 

46.  The    French   have    also  laid  claim  to  a  spot  of  land  they  pretend 
to  have  possessed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year   1749  at  Goualpara  on  the 
road  from  Dacca  to  Assam  and  to  another  in  the  province  of  Chittagong, 
in  answer  to  which  we  have  acquainted  M.  Law,  they  cannot  be  put  in  posses- 
sion diereof  untill  proofs  can  be  produced  of  their  having  actually  enjoyed 
them  in  1 749. 

47.  Under  the  second  head  we  have  mentioned  the  portions  of  salt  petre 
allotted  the  Dutch  and  French  this  season :  the  former  are  dissatisfied  with 

•  the  share  set  apart  for  them  alledging  it  is  hisufficient  for 
eptem  er.          ^^  occasjons  ancj  wouid  prOve  to  us  that  it  is  reasonable 

and  expected  by  their  employers  that  they  should  enjoy  the  same  privileges 
in  that  branch  with  ourselves.  We  have  replied  that  it  is  both  reasonable  and 
equitable  they  should  bear  a  part  with  us  to  supply  the  French  who  are  equally 
entitled  with  them  to  a  proportion  of  this  article.  We  have  however  assured 
them  that  if  at  the  end  of  the  season  we  can  spare  them  a  further  quantity 
without  distressing  ourselves,  they  may  depend  on  it. 

48.  In  our  address  per  Ponsborne  and  Admiral  Watson  dated  the  24th 
March  last  we  gave  the  explanations  you  required  with  respect  to  the  com- 
plaints made  by  the  Dutch  on  the  subject  of  their  opium 

"  ^iem  er-  trade.  This  branch  will  hereafter  be  regulated  and  con- 
ducted through  the  channel  of  the  country  government,  at  which  the  Dutch 
are  in  some  degree  alarmed,  lest  they  should  not  have  influence  enough  to 
procure  the  quantity  required  for  their  occasions.  But  we  have  assured  them 
that  we  shall  use  our  influence  with  the  government  for  their  being  supplied 
with  this  article  at  the  same  rates  that  are  paid  by  your  servants  that  they 
may  have  no  cause  to  complain. 
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49.     We  acquainted  you  by  the  Lord  Cuindcn  ut  :he  tkat/i  ut  :lx  Nabob 
Naium-ul  Dowla  on  the   8th  of   Mav  and  of   his   beiim   succeeded  hi   the 

J  -  O 

subadarry  by  his  next  brother  Syf-O  Do-Aiali.     The  trei.tlo 

^  ^ay  subsistine  between  the  late  Nabob  and  the  Conipiinv  have 

1  2    I_}0  i       , 

13   DO!  been  ratified  and  confirmed  and  a   IIL-W    one  entered  intu 

with  the  Nabob  Sf-O  Dowlah1  which  ha&  been  executed 


JL3o.  "x  *  /•       t  *    i  i  •»         •        «  •  • 

in  lour  copies,  one  of  much  makes  a  number  in  tm>  packet. 


50.  Immediatelv    after    the  -dispatch    of    the    Punsbijrne    and 

•  i. 

Watson  in  March,  Lord  Clive  and  General  Carnac  &et  out  for  the  citv  tu 

» 

settle  a  plan  for  the  collection  of  the  rcneiiues  and  for  other  purpose:?  u£  which 
YOU  will  no  doubt  receive  advice  from  the  Select  Committee.  Soon  after  the 

* 

arrival  of  his  Lordship  and  of  the  Genera!  at  Mootagheel  we  received  a  letter 
from  them  and  Mr.  Sykes  acquainting  us  that  the  two  Seats,  sons  of  tho^e  who 

were  cut  off  bv  Cossim  All  Gawn-  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  the  English 

i>  ~ 

Company  had  laid  before  them  a  claim  amounting  to  between  fifty  and  sixty 
lacks  of  rupees,  thirty  of  which  having  been  lent  to  the  zemindars*,  they  did  not 
think  the  Government  answerable  for,  but  that  their  claim  of  t\\entv  one  lacks 

f 

lent  to  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier  for  the  support  of  his  and  the  English  army, 
they  were  of  opinion  was  just  and  reasonable  ;  ho\ve\er.  as  ii  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  equity  now  that  the  revenues  of  the  country  are  appropriated  to 
the  Company  to  expect  that  the  Nabob  should  pay  the  whole,  they  proposed 
that  the  said  sum  should  be  discharged  by  the  Company  and  the  Nabob  in 
equal  payments  within  the  space  of  ten  years  vizt.  one  lack  of  rupees  each  per 

annum  for  the  first  nine  vears  and  one  kick  and  a  half  each  for  the  tenth  or 

j 

last  year.  We  could  not  but  acquiesce  in  the  justness  of  this  proposal  and 
make  no  doubt  but  you  will  approve  the  same. 

51.  The  grand  poonuh  was  held  at  Mootagheel  the  29th  April  last  when 

his  Excellency  the  late  Nabob  sat  as  Xazim  and  the  Right  Hoa'ble  the  Presi- 
dent on  behalf  of  the  Company  as  Dunn. 

52.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Stijah  Dew  lull  discharged 
three  months  before  it  became  due,  his  obligation  to  the  Company  for  50 
lacks  of  rupees  agreeably  to  the  treaty  concluded   at  Allahabad  the    16th 
August  1765.    Although  in  the  treaty  no  particular  specie  of  rupees  is  speci- 
fied, the  Nabob  has  paid  twenty  seven  lacks  in  sunnaut  rupees,  which  carry 
the  highest  batta  of  any  in  his  dominions,  and  the  Company  by  that  means 
and  receiving  the  remaining  twenty  three  laaks  in  siccas  have  gained  an  advan- 
tage of  one  lack  and  fifteen  thousand  sonnaut  rupees,  a  particular  statement 
of  the  said  obligation  shewing  the  times  and  manner  of  payment  appears  on 
the  face  of  our  Consultations. 

53.  The  inconveniences  pointed  out  in  your  General  Letter  of  the  24th 
December  attending  the  rise  and  fall  of  batta  in  the  different  species  of  rupees 
in  this  country  are  very  obvious  and  we  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
consulting  with  the  ministers  at  the  city  upon  the  means  of  applying  an 
effectual  remedy  ;  in  the  meantime,  we  hope  those  inconvcnicncies  will  be 
obviated  in  a  great  measure  by  the  gold  currency  we  have  endeavored  to  estab- 
lish, the  plan  whereof  appears  in  a  separate  paper  which  conies  a  number  in 
the  packet.    The  said  new  currency  having  had  the  sanction  of  the  Nabob  and 
his  ministers,  the  order  for  establishing  it  had  been  proclaimed  throughout  the 

Vol.  IV—  29 
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provinces  and  \\e  hope  a  little  time  will  reconcile  it  to  the  natives.  A  consi- 
derable quantity  of  this  coin  lias  already  been  issued  from  the  mint  and 
we  are  endeavoring  to  introduce  it  both  in  our  civil  and  military  departments. 

» 

54.  Your  remarks  respecting  the  mint  have  been  communicated  to  our 
Assav  Master  who  will  by  the  next  opportunity  furnish  you  with  such  observa- 
tions  as   have  occurred   to   him  in   the   progress   of  that 

^  Gcnl.  Lre,   19th     business  since  his  new  regulations.  The  coins  sent  to  Europe 

to  be  assayed  at  the  Tower  are  indiscriminately  taken  from 

•  * 

the  different  species*  and  we  must  in  justice  to  Mr.  Campbell.,  our  present  Assay 
Master,  assure  you  that  Ms  conduct  in  the  management  of  your  mint  has 

been  to  our  entire  approbation. 

55.  The  preventing  the  country  powers  from  being  supplied  with  small 
arms  and  military  stores  is  now  become  an  object  of  very  serious  consequence 

but  although  every  precaution  to  that  end  has  been  taken 
2:>  August.  on  Qur  part>  jjjjg  evj|  is  not  yet  effectually  remedied  as  we 

find  they  still  make  their  way  to  Agra  and  into  Sujah  Dowlah's  country  by 
means  of  the  Morattoes  who  are  furnished  with  large  quantities  from  the 
Malabar  Coast.  We  have  therefore  recommended  to  the  consideration  of 
the  gentlemen  at  Bombay  the  falling  on  some  means  to  prevent  the  same. 

56.  The  country  government  seconding  our  endeavors  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  importation  of  military  stores,  a  quantity  lately  brought  on  a  Danish  ship 

was  stopped  by  the  Phouzdar  of  Hughly  in  consequence  of 
5  September.  thdr   Qrders  ^  which  the  Right  Honorablc   the  President 

received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Fredericknagore  informing  him  these 
stores  had  been  indented  for  long  before  the  order  was  issued  for  prohibiting 

their  sale  and  representing  that  it  would  therefore  be  a 
hardship  if  the  Danish  Company  were  to  incur  the  loss  of 

them,  whereupon  to  prevent  their  falling  into  improper  hands,  we  determined 

to  purchase  them  upon  your  account. 

57.  Being  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  great  use  to  the  public  if  we 
could  be  supplied  with  firs  from  the  Batea  country  by  means  of  the  river 

Gunduc    which    empties   itself   into    the    Ganges    opposite 
_:>    cto  er.  Patna,  we  have  appointed  Mr.  Droz  one  of  your  servants 

upon  that  service  who  has  directions  at  the  same  time  to  obtain  every  possible 
information  of  the  produce  of  that  country. 

Fifthly  of  fortifications,  buildings  and  revenues 

58.  The  address  of  Captain  Martin,  Chief  Engineer,  comes  a  number  in 
this  packet  giving  an  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  New  Fort.    We  see 
with  concern  the  enormous  expences  incurred  by  this  wrork  and  arc  endeavour- 
ing to  fix  on  a  plan  for  completing  the  same  with  more  expedition  and  a  less 
charge  than  has  been  the  case  hitherto  and  in  which  we  have  reason  to  suspect 
that  too  many  abuses  have  been  committed. 

59.  Captain  Martin  has  addressed  the  Board  in  answer  to  the  remarks 
you  have  been  pleased  to  make  qn  his  letter  to  you  under  date  the   1st 
December  1764,  a  copy  whereof  makes  a  number  in  this  packet. 
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60.  In  consequence  of  the  order>  contained  in   the   23rd   paragraph  uf 

your  commands  of  the  24th  December,  i\e  have  ordered 
22  August.  ^g  0fi|CC  of  Superintendent  of  the  Bricks  i\j  be  abolished 

and  that  business  in  future  to  be  conducted  bv  the  Committee  uf  \Vork*. 

^ 

61.  In  conformity  also  to  your  order??  for  abolishing  the  allowances  to 
the  Superintendant  of  the  Roads,  we  have  resolved  that  you  shall  not  be  put 
to  any  further  charge  on  that  account,  at  the  ^arae  lime  \ve  must  beg  lua\c  tu 
represent  to  you  the  great  utility  of  this  office  contributing  as  \\eil  to  the 
convenience  of  travellers  as  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  therefore 
we  hope  this  matter  will  again  merit  your  consideration  ;  in  the  meantime  the 
charge  of  a  surveyor  will  be  defrayed  bv  the  inhabitants  fruin  the  additional 

o  -  »  - 

ground  rent  they  have  agreed  to  pay  for  that  purpose. 

62.  Your  directions  for  postponing  the  building  of  a  church  until  every 
other  building  be  completed  shall  be  duly  attended  to,  however,  we  could 
have  wished  to  have  had  your  permission  for  constructing  a  convenient  place 
of  public  worship  which  we  think   essential   towards  a  reformation   of  the 

morals  of  the  individuals  of  this  settlement,  the  present  building  in  use  for  thai 
purpose  not  being  able  to  contain  a  quarter  part  of  the  European  inhabitants. 

63.  Taking  into  consideration  the  great  inconveniency  attending  the  want 
of  a  proper  hospital  for  our  military,  the  present  one  being  only  a  temporary 

building  in  the  old  fort  prejudicial  to  the  inhabitants  from 
29  September.          ^ts  s£tuatjon  jn  tjie  mukt  of  the  town  and  destitute  of  the 

needful  accommodations,  we  ha^e  determined  on  having  a  commodious  one 
erected  and  have  given  directions  for  a  proper  spot  to  be  fixed  upon  for  that 
purpose. 

64.  The  present  burial  ground  being  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  town, 

has,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  contributed  greatly  to  its 
^^-  being  unhealthy,  we  therefore  intend  to  remo\e  it  to  a 

distant  and  convenient  spot. 

65.  The  house  occupied  by  the  Import  Warehouse  Keeper  having  been 
surveyed  and  reported  to  be  in  a  ruinous  condition,  has  been  disposed  of  and 

we   have   been   obliged   to   purchase   in   lieu   thereof  one 

1-  May  situated  opposite  the  burying  ground  and  near  the  River 

"  ^une"  with  large  and  substantial  godowns  for  A.Rs.  30,000.    The 

proper  offices  in  the  New  Fort  notwithstanding  our  utmost  endeavours  "being 

not  as  yet  begun,  reduced  us  to  the  necessity  of  making  this  purchase, 

66.  The  obelisk  at  Patna  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  unhappy  gentle- 
men who  suffered  there  by  the  cruelty  of  Cossini  AE  Cawn  hi  1763  is  the  only 
monument  that  has  been  erected  at  your  expense  :  those  for  Admiral  Watson 
and  Major  Adams,  although  orders  did  pass  for  their  being  erected  in  our 
Consultations  the  18th  June  and  I  Oth  September,  were  notwithstanding  built 
at  the  expence  of  those  estates, 

67.  In  consequence  of  your  orders  \*e  transmit  in  this  packet  a  plan  of 
the  obelisk  erecting  at  Patna  which  described  its   present  state  and  what 

remains  yet  to  complete  it  according  to  the  original  plan, 

29  September.         We  j^j  \t  j^g  already  cost  56,0011  rupees  and.  to  complete 

it  in  stone  would  require  15  or  sixteen  thousand  more,  we  have  therefore 
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directed  its  being  finished  in  brick-work,  the  expense  whereof  according  to  an 
estimate  transmitted  us,  will  not  exceed  four  thousand  rupees,  and  we  shall 
be  careful  not  to  erect  any  monuments  in  future  without  your  permission  being 
first  obtained. 

68.  The  Resident  at  Midnapore  having  set  forth  the  necessity  of  having 

a  magazine  in  the  fort  \\c  have  permitted  one  to  he  erected 
2b  October.  anc|  ^recteci  £t  to  bc  done  with  the  strictest  economy. 

69.  Thinking  it  would  be  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  Company  to  let 
out  to  rent  the  15  Dees  without  the  Moratta  Ditch  than  to  keep  them  in  our 

own  hands   \\hich   was   attended   with   much   expense,   we 

^ulle'  determined  to  make  the  trial,  they  were  accordingly  put 

up  to  sale  and  let  out  from  May  1766  to  May  1767  for  rupees  30,050,  which 

is  between  9  and  10,000  rupees  more  than  the  collections  amounted  to  the 

preceding  year. 

70.  By  an  account  of  the  jemaubundy  or  new  measurement  of  part  of 
the  Calcutta  Pergunnahs  lately  delivered  in  by  the  Collector,  it  appears  that 

the  rent  of  them  for  the  present  year  clear  of  all  charges 

"J  C  \      O  T  -L  ^  (O 

ptem  amounts  to  sice  a  rupees  6,62,070  which  exceeds  the  last  year's 

rent  by  1 1 7458  and  we  hope  a  proportionable  increase  will  arise  from  a  re- 
measurement  of  the  remaining  pergunnas  which  we  have  ordered  to  be 

completed  as  soon  as  possible. 

r 

71.  In  our  letter  of  the  24th  of  March  last  per  Ponsborne  and  Admiral 
Watson  we  mentioned  that  in  future  the  advices  relative  to  your  revenues 
would  be  communicated  to  you  through  the  channel  of  your  President  and 
Council  but  as  the  Select  Committee  have  not  yet  thought  proper  to  transfer 
over  to  us  the  management  of  this  branch,  we  must  again  refer  you  to  their 
advices  for  information  on  that  subject. 

6thly  and  7thly  of  covenant  and  military  servants  and  accounts 

72.  Of  the  twenty  three  writers  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  for  this 
25  An  ust  settlement  the  last  year,  Mr.  Ray  and  Mr.  Retson  died  on 

ugus  '  the  passage  and  Mr.  Fitzherbert  soon  after  his  arrival  here, 

the  others  except  those  in  the  Pigot  are  arrived  and  have  been  stationed  in  the 
different  offices. 

73.  Mr.  Howitt  and  Mr.  Wynne  having  executed  their  covenants  they 
are  returned  by  this  ship.    Mr.  Hosea  whom  you  have  been  pleased  to  enter- 
tain on  the  civil  list,  had  been  employed  in  your  military  service,  notice  has 
been  given  him  for  his  appointment,  and  on  his  coming  to  Calcutta,  the 
covenants  sent  out  for  him  shall  also  be  executed  and  returned. 

74.  Mr.  Gladwin  mentioned  in  the  45th  paragraph  of  your  General  Letter 
dated  the  1 9th  February  came  out  a  cadet  and  now  acts  as  Deputy  Paymaster 
to  the  3rd  Brigade,  and  as  this  gentleman  bears  a  very  favorable  character, 
we  beg  leave  again  to  intercede  with  you  for  his  being  received  on  vour  list 
of  covenanted  servants. 

^  75,    The  last  season  has  been  uncommonly  unhealthy  and  we  are  sorry 
to  inform  you  has  carried  off  no  less  than  six  of  your  servants  besides  Mr.  Wm. 
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Fitzherbert  already  mentioned,  rz'crf.,  Mr.  William  Shewen  a  junior  nierd^ni, 
Mr.  James  Ashburner  a  factor,  and   Messrs.   Tohn  Savaee.  "Robert  Burffrd. 

*!/  1^" 

Rivers  Grindall  and  John  Majoribanks*  writer  who  came  out  the  last  venr. 

76.     In  our  letter  per  Ponsborne  and  Admiral  Watson,  we  mentioned  that 

Mr.  Russell's  health  had  already  been  so  much  affected  by  hi?  attention  IP 

the  desk  since  Ms  arm  a!  here  as  to  sfive  us  little  hnpes  of 
olst  March.  i  -     T    •          i  t  -.         t  ,*-      ,-,  , 

nib  being  able  to  continue  Ions;  in  the  Secretary  s  emp;o\\ 


accordingly  after  the  dispatch  of  those  ships  he  found  himself  "under  the 
necessity  of  resigning  it  and  Mr.  Aldersey  has  succeeded  him  in  the  charge 

of  that  department. 

77.    In  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Select  Committee   which 

0          ,  were    laid    before    the    Board    the    18th    September    last, 

September,          A  r     T»       i    i  i  i     •       i  •     /^          •  i  * 


,          A  r     T»       i    i  i  i     •       i  •     /^          •  i  * 

22    Do.  ^*r-  Kumbold  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  Council3  next  after 

Mr.  Russell 

78.  \Ve  are  of  opinion  that  the  number  of  junior  servants  now  upon  this 
establishment  is  quite  sufficient  for  carrying  on  the  business  in  the  several 

departments,  hut  this  we  shall  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  when  the  offices 
are  properly  arranged,  the  regulating  of  which  is  now  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  of  Inspection. 

79.  Copies  of  the  47th,  5  1st  and  52nd  paragraphs  of  your  General  Letter 
elated  the  19th  of  February  have  been  delivered  to  Messrs.  Plaisted,  Plowman 
and  Hunter  with  orders  to  the  two  last  to  pay  obedience  thereto. 

80.  Soon  after  your  orders  for  Mr.  Hunter's  return  to  Fort  Marlbro'  had 

transpired,  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  place  represented  to  the 
Right  Honorable  the  President  the  great  service  that  gentleman  had  been  of 
to  the  settlement  in  general  by  his  knowledge  and  experience  in  his  profession, 
sufficiently  evinced  by  the  success  with  which  his  practice  had  been  attended 
during  his  residence  in  this  part  of  India,  that  in  particular  his  assiduity  and 
diligence  during  the  late  unhealthy  season  had  given  the  inhabitants  in 
general  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  his  skill  in  physic  and  made  them 
anxious  for  his  continuance  at  this  Presidency  who  therefore  solicited  that  if 
possible  we  might  suspend  the  immediate  execution  of  your  orders  and 
intercede  in  their  name  for  his  being  permitted  to  remain  on  this 
establishment. 

81.  We  are  and  shall  at  all  times  be  extremely  cautious  of  deviating  in 
the  least  from  your  orders,  especially  in  a  case  of  this  nature,  as  you  have  so 
repeatedly  signified  your  disapprobation  of  persons  being  removed  from  one 

settlement  to  another  without  your  leave  previously  obtain- 
13th  October.          e(^  at  t|lc  same  time  we  are  so  well  convinced  of  the  cir- 

cumstances alleged  in  favor  of  Mr,  Hunter  that  we  could  not  but  regard  the 
being  deprived  of  his  assistance  as  a  real  loss  to  the  settlement.  We  have 
therefore  ventured  to  listen  to  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  and  in  this  ins- 
tance to  suspend  the  execution  of  your  orders  respecting  that  gentleman  until 
your  further  pleasure  can  be  known. 

82.  Our  being  provided  with  able  surgeons  in  this  unhealthy  part  of 
India  being  a  matter  equally  interesting  to  the  public  service  and  to  indivi- 
duals, Mr/Rutlegc  who  came  out  last  season  with  free  merchant's  indentures, 
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who  Is  well  recommended  for  his  knowledge  in  that  profession,  has  been  enter- 
tained bv  us  a  supernumerary  surgeon  on  this  establishment  and  we  hope  he 

will  be  confirmed  bv  YOU  as  such. 

*       * 

S3.    After  the  loss  of  the  Fal mouth  Air.  Symmonds,  the  surgeon  of  that 

ship  and  Air.  Four  his  mate,  made  application  to  be  em- 
~^  Jul-"'  ployed  as  surgeon's  mates  at  this  settlement ;  their  request 

has  been  complied  with  in  consequence  of  your  permission  signified  in  the 
26th  paragraph  of  your  commands  elated  the  26th  April  1765. 

84.  The  surgeons   permitted   to   come   to   Bengal   this   season   shall  be 
appointed  to  the  first  vacancies  in  the  order  you  have  been  pleased  to  direct. 

85.  In  our  letter  by  the  Lord  Cam  den  we  gave  an  account  of  the  extra- 
ordinary combination  the  officers  of  our  arniv  had  entered  into  to  force  us 

•'  4- 

to  the  necessity  of  restoring  their  double  batta  which  had  been  taken  off  from 
1st  January  last,  and  of  our  having  with  much  difficulty  and  perseverance  dis- 
appointed that  pernicious  scheme,  which  had  it  succeeded  might  have  been 
attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences  to  your  affairs.  We  at  the  same 
time  mentioned  the  information  that  had  been  lodged  against  Lt.  Colonel 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher  as  a  principal  instigator  of  that  dishonorable  association, 
In  consequence  of  which  he  had  been  put  under  an  arrest.  That  several  other 
officers  were  to  be  tried  for  mutiny  and  disobedience  of  orders  and  that 
Captain  Stainforth  was  likewise  to  take  his  trial  for  having  uttered  threaten- 
ing expressions  against  the  life  of  Lord  Clive. 

86.  It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  and  astonishment  we  find  that  proofs 
have  fully  appeared  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher's  having  not  only  connived  at  but 
e?en  promoted  the  military  combination  In  consequence  of  which  he  has  been 
cashiered  and  proceeds  to  England  oil  this  ship. 

87.  The  other  courts  martial  having  been  also  concluded,  copies  thereof 
are  transmitted  in  the  packet  for  your  more  particular  information. 

88.  The  officers  who  had  thrown  up  their  commissions  in  the  late  associa- 
tion being  ordered  down  to  Calcutta,  we  came  to  the  resolution  of  sending  to 
England  such  of  them  as  appeared  to  have  been  the  most  active  in  it,  and 
accordingly  gave  notice  to  five  of  them  Messrs.  Duffield,  Robertson,  Wilding, 
Skinner,  and  Petrie  to  prepare  for  embarking  by  the  first  opportunity.    When 
the  Camden    was   under    dispatch    in    August",    we    repeated    the   notice   to 
Mn  Duffield  and  Mr.  Robertson4  who  gave  us  for  answer  in  a  remonstrance 
setting^  forth  that  they  should  be  greatly  distressed  if  driven  to  the  necessity 
of  leaving  the  place  before  they  could  settle  their  affairs,  and  therefore  declar- 
ing that  they  could  not  comply  with  our  orders  for  embarking  on  board  that 
ship. 

89.^    Apprehensive  that  we  would  not  thus  permit  them   to  baffle  our 

authority  and  that  we  were  determined  (as  we  had  intimated  to  them)  that 

c  T>  our  orders  if  not  willingly  submitted  to,  should  be  obeyed 

Separate  Proceed-    \  i  -          i  T  '  i  T          ,  . 

ings  l si.  Sepir.  "J  compulsion,  they  each  delivered  in  a  protest  declaring  us 

responsible  for  the  consequences  of  enforcing  their  return 

to  Europe,  Mr.  Robertson  at  the  same  time  representing  that  the  ill  state  of 
his  health  would  not  admit  of  his  making  such  a  voyage  without  endangering 
his  life.  That  we  might  be  in  no  doubt  how  far  this  assertion  was  founded  in 
truth,  we  directed  our  principal  surgeons  to  visit  him  who  soon  reported  to  us 
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their  opinion  that  they  did  not  apprehend  there  could  be  nnv  objection  tn  hi- 
going  on  board  of  ship  on  account  of  his  health. 

90.  As    a    dernier    resort    those    gentlemen    thought    proper    to    shut 
themselves  up  In  their  houses  and  barricade  their  doors.    These  means  ihey 
concluded  would  effectually  secure  them  from   the  civil   power,  and   as  to 

martial  law  thev  defied  It,  because  thev  had  been  pleased  to  resign  their  com- 

,  ,  i  <— < 

missions  and  would  therefore  no  longer  be  considered  as  military  men.  A 
guard  was  however  appointed  to  apprehend  them  with  strict  orders  not  to  force- 
doors  or  windows  but  to  watch  an  opportunity  of  seizing  them  with  as  little 
violence  as  possible.  Messrs.  Duffield  and  Robertson  suspecting  the  measures 
we  would  pursue,  had  It  seems  laid  in  such  stock  of  provisions  as  would  serve 
them  till  the  time  we  should  be  obliged  10  dispatch  the  Camden.  In  this 
situation  therefore  they  continued  during  several  days  when  having  obtained 
Information  or  conjecturing  that  the  ship  had  sailed,  they  opened  their  doors, 
came  forth,  were  apprehended  by  the  guard,  and  without  delay  sent  to 

Madrass  on  board  the  Ann  sloop  which  had  been  taken  up  for  thai  purpose 

r  i  &     a 

and  properly  prepared  for  their  accommodation.  Our  letter  to  that  Presidency 
by  the  same  conveyance  requested  they  might  be  sent  to  Europe  by  The  Lord 
Camden  as  charter  party  passengers  and  we  shall  continue  to  send  home  such 
others  of  the  officers  concerned  In  the  association  as  appear  unworthy  10  be 
readmitted  Into  the  service.  Messrs.  Duffield  and  Robertson  at  the  time  they 
had  confined  themselves  in  their  house  as  mentioned  In  the  preceding  para- 
graph, addressed  us  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  redress  against  ^thc  measures 
of  the  President  and  Council.  The  proceedings  of  the  Bench  of  Justices  on 
that  occasion  are  transmitted  In  the  book  packet  to  which  we  beg  leave  to 
refer. 

91.  Our  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the  association  are  entered  In  a 
book  apart  from  our  other  records  and  are  transmitted  by  this  ship,  by  which 
vou  will  have  a  distinct  view  of  the  whole. 

* 

92.  To  conclude,  the  contest  which  we  have  related  seems  to  have  been 
carried  on  with  a  design  to  try  how  far  we  could  and  would  extend  our 
authority,  and  as  It  is  possible  that  these  gentlemen  on  their  arrival  In  England 
may  commence  a  prosecution  against  us  for  having  forced  them  to  leave  the 
settlement  and  to  proceed  to  Europe,  we  take  the  liberty  of  claiming  every 
necessary  vindication  and  support  from  you,  not  doubting  but  you  will  observe 
that  out  measures  In  the  course  of  this  disagreeable  affair  have  been  entirely 
directed  by  our  coolest  reflexions,  upon  the  true  interest  and  honor  of  the 
Company,  the  critical  necessity  of  the  times  and  our  Indispensable  duty  to  our 
employers.    We  must  further  entreat  you  to  acquaint  us  as  soon  as  possible 
how  far  and  by  what  means  we  are  authorized  by  law  to  proceed  In  cases  of 
this  nature.    Violent  and  sudden  measures  for  the  sending  home  a  person 
who  has  your  permission  to  reside  In  India  as  a  free  merchant,  might  be 
deemed  oppressive,  because  the  plea  of  requiring  time  to  settle  Ms  mercantile 
concern  seems  fair  and  reasonable,  vet  it  Is  necessarv  we  should  know  to  what 

0i  «!• 

time  we  may  legally  limit  Mm,  Our  authority  to  seize  and  send  Instantly  to 
England  those  who  forming  schemes  to  overset  the  Government,  must  be 
considered  as  Incendiaries  and  conspirators  against  the  Company,  Is  we  hope 
clearly  legal,  for  if  It  be  not  the  deficiency  may  one  day  or  other  prove  the 
utter  ruin  of  all  vour  affairs  In  the  East  Indies. 
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93.  On  our  application  to  the  free  merchants  for  their  assistance  on  the 
late  emereencv,  those  \\hose  names  are  inserted  in  the  enclosed  list  were  the 

^Z3  * 

only  gentlemen  who  offered  their  services  :  as  some  reward  we  shall  indulge 
them  with  the  privelegc  of  a  dustuck  and  agreeable  to  our  promise  we  beg 

leave  to  recommend  them  as  being  worthy  of  appointments  on  your  civil  list. 
Mr.  Dynely  and  Mr.  Corsar  have  in  particular  requested  to  have  that  favor 

conferred  upon  them. 

94.  As  the  officers  who  came  to  our  assistance  from  Madras  had  been 
drawn  from  distant  garrisons  after  one  or  two  days  warning  only,  and  were 
hurried  on  board  ship  immediately  on  their  arrival  at  Madras  without  an 
opportunity  of  disposing  of  their  baggage  or  bringing  it  with  them  by  which 
means  they  were  almost  entirely  unprovided  of  every  necessary  of  life  and 
even  of  the  means  of  supplying  themselves  here,  we  thought  some  considera- 
tion due  to  officers  under  such  circumstances  who  had  shewn  a  zeal  for  your 
service  on  so  pressing  an  emergency  and  therefore  agreed  that  a  thousand 
rupees  should  be  paid  to  each  captain  and  500  to  each  subaltern  which  we 
hope  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

95.  The  officers  saved  from  the  Fal month   being  in  a  very   distressed 
situation  we  made  them  the  same  allowance  as  to  those  from  the  Coast,  and  we 
also  advanced  300  Rs.  to  Mr.  Bright,  a  writer  of  last  season  who  came  out  in 
that  ship  and  lost  all  that  he  had  on  board. 

96.  It  is  evident  from  the  rise  and  progress  of  this  combination  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  army  paid  particular  attention  to  the  letter  of  the  Mutiny 
Act,  and  hoped  so  far  to  avail  themselves  of  the  too  obvious  intention  of 
Parliament,  as  to  evade  that  just  severity  of  punishment  which  martial  law 
must  upon  such  an  occasion  in  anv  other  country  have  unavoidably  inflicted. 

**  *  *•  »< 

97.  In  the  preamble  to  the  Act  a  contract  is  expressly  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  obligations  necessary  for  subjecting  an  officer  even  in  pay  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  and  we  doubt  not  but  you  will  see  the  expediency  of  exact- 
ing such  a  contract  from  all  officers  who  in  future  may  engage  themselves  in 
vour  service. 

d' 

98.  Could  we  with  propriety  animadvert  upon  the  sentences  passed  by 
the  late  courts  martial  we  should  be  inclined  to  observe  that  the  members 

Separate  themselves    must    have    considered    the    defect    we    have 

Proceedings  mentioned   as   a  plea   on   behalf   of  the   prisoners   which 

whether  urged  or  not  would  render  their  proceedings  bad  in  law,  and  which 
should  therefore  direct  their  judgment  to  the  side  of  mercy  even  against  the 
fullest  conviction  of  the  guilt  of  the  parties.  Our  apprehensions  of  creating 
an  over  tenderness  of  this  nature,  added  to  the  danger  of  intimating  to  the 
army  at  so  critical  a  juncture  our  doubt  that  without  a  contract  no  officer  was 
amenable  to  a  military  court  determined  us  to  postpone  carrying  into  execu- 
tion our  resolution  of  the  9th  of  June  till  the  sentences  should  be  passed  and 
your  officers  thereby  convinced  that  the  conditions  of  their  service  imperfect 
as  they  might  suspect  them  to  be  should  expose  them  equally  with  the  com- 
mon soldiers  to  the  jurisdiction  or  at  least  to  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

99.  These  impediments  being  now  removed  we  have  without  difficulty 
succeeded  in  obtaining  from  every  officer  a  contract  to  serve  three  years,  and 
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not  even  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  to  resign  without  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  or  giving  twelve  months  notice  of  their  intention. 

100.  As  a  mark  of  distinction  declaratory  of  the  confidence,  \\z  could 
safely  repose  in  those  few  who  did  not  engage  in  the  dishonorable  agna- 
tion, we  have  thought  proper  to  leave  them  at  liberty  to  execute  the  contract* 
or  not  as  they  pleased.  All  the  field  officers,  however,  having  chearfully  tci 

the  example,  the  contract  has  been  duly  executed  throughout  the  army,. 


An  objection  indeed  has  been  started  by  some  of  the  King'*  half 
pay  officers  that  any  obligation  of  service  to  the  Company  might  possibly  so 
far  displease  His  Majesty  as  to  occasion  their  being  struck  oi?  the  half  pay- 
list  :  a  clause  releasing  those  gentlemen  from  their  contract,  in  the  case  of 
their  being  ordered  home  by  the  King,  would  have  been  inserted  had  we  not 
considered  that  no  half  pay  officer  can  enter  into  your  service  without  the 
King's  permission*  that  such  permission  would  be  of  no  effect  did  it  not  convey 
to  the  officer  the  power  of  availing  himself  of  it  by  serving  the  Company  upon 
those  conditions  which  the  Mutiny  Act  lias  described,  and  which  it  rests  with 

« 

the  Court  of  Directors  to  exact  and  that  anv  such  releasing  clause  might  carrv 

^  C7  \^r  * 

with  it  an  implication  that  were  it  omitted  the  Company  would  or  could 
detain  the  King's  officers  in  their  service  though  His  Majesty  should  be  pleased 
to  recall  them  to  his  own. 

102.  We  are  moreover  credibly  informed  that  at  the  cnc!  of  the  Lite  war 
and  likewise  the  former  in  1748  when  the  King  permitted  the  ensigns  of  his 
regiments  then  in  the  East  Indies  to  enter  your  service,  it  was  expressly  men- 
tioned in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Commander  -in-Chief  here 

* 

that  those  ensigns  "after  they  j-hould  have  compleated  their  contract  with  the 

Company"  and  produced  certificates  of  their  good  behaviour  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  half  pay  on  His  Majesty's  establishment.  This  circumstance  the 

truth  of  which  may  be  readily  known  by  application  to  the  War  Office  is  a  con- 
vincing proof  that  the  King  takes  it  for  granted  even  his  own  officers  v\hen 
they  enter  into  your  service,  are  to  be  bound  to  serve  you  by  contract  in  order 
that  they  may  be  subject  to  those  ankles  of  war  which  His  Majesty  hath 
been  pleased  by  authority  of  Parliament  to  make  for  the  government  and 
discipline  of  your  forces. 

103.  We  beg  leave,  however,  to  observe  that  as  the  objection  seems  to 
have  arisen  merely  from  punctilio  and  not  from  the  desire  of  a  power  to 
commit  offences  with  impunity,  we  shall  perhaps  not  think  it  material  to  con- 
test the  point  until  your  pleasure  be  known. 

104.  A  copy  of  the  genera!  form  of  contract  which  has  been  adopted  is 
herewith  sent,  and  it  remains  with  you  to  establish  any  other  that  you  may 
judge  more  properly  applicable  to  the  evil  it  is  intended  to  remedy.    The 
present  one  is  only  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  expedient  but  as  we  can  iiere  devise 
no  better  means  of  securing  in  the  army  a  submission  to  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  we  shall  not  fail  to  continue  it  "till  your  superior  judgment  shall  have 
suggested  an  amendment  unless  some  obligation  of  service  be  insisted  on. 
We  apprehend  that  the  gracious  intention  of  the  legislature  is  frustrated  and 
you  preserve  the  authority  to  maintain  an  army  without  accepting  the  privi- 
lege of  enforcing  discipline  by  martial  law.    We  therefore  flatter  ourselves 
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vou  will  with  all  possible  dispatch  transmit  to  us  printed  forms  of  such  con- 

tracts as  vou  mav  determine  shall  be  executed  In  future  by  all  officers  whom 
*  .  - 

you  may  appoint  in  England  or  who  may  receive  commission  in  India. 

105.  As  a  proof  that  the  civilians  espoused  the  cause  of  the  military  in 
their  late  attempt  to  ovcrulc  our  authority,  we  need  only  refer  to  two  anony- 

mous letters  intercepted,  which  are  entered  on  the  face  of 

7U  T^Llv  our  Consultations  :  the  one  written  by  Mr.  Grindall  to  Lieut. 

y  iu  nc,  .     .      ' 

Farmer,  the  other  by  Mr.  Higginson  to  Ensign  Robertson, 

and  who  upon  the  discovery  were  immediately  suspended  from  the  service. 
Such  a  conduct  was  the  more  flagrant  and  unpardonable  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Higginson  acting  in  the  public  station  of  Sub  Secretary  which  ought  to 
have  insured  his  attachment  to  the  Company  instead  of  suffering  him  to  be 
concerned  in  promoting  dissentions  of  so  evil  a  tendency  and  he  was  one  of 
the  last  persons  we  should  have  suspected  as  he  had  distinguished  himself  by 
a  diligent  attention  to  business  and  ever  before  bore  a  favorable  character.  We 
are  induced  from  these  circumstances  to  impute  his  late  misconduct  rather  to 
Indiscretion  and  the  levity  of  youth  during  the  late  inflamed  state  of  this  settle- 
ment, than  to  a  worse  motive,  and  as  he  seems  much  affected  by  so  public  a 
mark  of  disgrace  we  are  yet  solicitous  for  his  welfare,  and  beg  leave  to  submit 
his  case  to  your  consideration,  at  the  same  time  to  intercede  with  you  for 
having  his  suspension  removed  in  the  conviction  of  his  being  now  fully 
sensible  of  his  error,  and  will  approve  himself  deserving  of  "such  favor. 
Mr.  Grindali  the  author  of  the  other  anonymous  letter,  Is  since  dead  as 
mentioned  in  the  75th  paragraph. 

106.  A  compleat  list  of  officers  now  doing  duty  in  the  different  brigades 
comes  a  number  in  the  packet  shewing  such  as  have  been  readmitted  into 
the  service,  and  the  officers  from  Madras  who  have  been  detained  on  this 

establishment. 

107.  The  covenants  concerning  presents  that  have  been  executed  by  your 
civil  and  military  servants  since  those  sent  home  by  the  Kent  and  Grenvtile 
are  forwarded  by  this  ship  of  whom  also  a  list  is  enclosed. 

J08.  Lord  Clive  In  a  letter  to  the  Board  from  Mootagheel  dated  the  8th 
April  last  Informed  us  of  his  intention  to  appropriate  a  legacy  of  5  laaks  of 
rupees  bequeathed  to  him  by  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffier  as  a  fund  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  private  men  who  have  or  may  become  invalids  in  the 
Company's  service,  and  the  widows  of  such  as  may  lose  their  lives  in  it, 
unless  the  Company  should  think  proper  to  claim  and  prove  a  right  to  the 
same  under  the  new  covenants.  His  Lordship  also  proposed  that  the 
President  and  Council  of  Fort  William  should  be  perpetual  trustees  for  the 
appropriation  of  this  fund  In  India  and  the  Court  of  Directors  In  England. 

109.  As  we  do  not  conceive  such  a  legacy  to  be  prohibited  by  the  cove- 
nants we  acquainted  his  Lordship  in  answer  that  we  should  chearfully  accept 


H  A  ri]  honor  he  intended  us  in  acting  as  trustees  on  this  occa- 

pn  "  si°n>  arid  as  the  regulations  finally  establishing  this  noble 

institution  must  rest  entirely  with  his  Lordship,  we  'have  nothing  further  to 
observe  than  that  Lord  Clive  by  so  generous  an  instance  of  his  disinterested- 
ness and  zealous  attachment  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  Company  has 
ensured  to  your  forces  the  only  advantage  wherein  they  have  hitherto  '  been 
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inferior  to  any  in  the  known  world,  and  thereby  ensured  to  von,  a  succession 

*  w  * 

of  the  bravest  and  most  honorable  men  and  officers, 

1 10.  The  Committee  of  Inspection  have  gone  through  the  examination 
of  all  the  offices  and  employs  at  this  settlement  in  which  the  accounts  hn\e 
been  methodized  and  many  other  regulations  introduced  for  conducting  them 
on  a  proper  plan  in  future,  which  we  shall  take  care  are  properly  adhered  to. 
A  compleat  sett  of  their  proceedings  are  transmitted  bv  thi>  vhlp  to  which  v,e 
beg1  leave  to  refer. 

111.  In  consequence  of  a  proposal  made  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection, 
we  have  eiven  orders  for  the  Old  Fort  to  be  converted  into  a  custom  house  and 

o 

to  have  two  piers  erected  at  the  waterside  for  the  conve- 

]~       ?'  nience  of  landing  and   shipping  of  merchandize.     There 

are  some  apartments  in  it  that  will  serve  for  a  cottah  w  \\hich  ti>e  they 

be  appropriated. 

112.  The  orders  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  in  your  letter  of  die 
February  respecting  the  adjustment  of  several  heads  in  your  General  Books 
were  anticipated  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection  when  they  had  the  Accom pl- 
ant's Department  under  consideration. 

113.  The    balances    appearing   to    be   due    from    John    Cooke,    Adrian 

Bisdom,  William  Watts,  Coja  Wannis,  Rajah  Tilluckchund, 

30  October.  have   been    demanded    of   their    respective    agents    whose 

answers  are  not  vet  received. 

» 

1 14.  The  heads  of  expedition  against   the  Dutch  and  indemnification 

IhiiL  received  from  them  have  been  adjusted  and  closed. 

115.  Messrs.  Bellamy  and  Mapletoft  stand  indebted  to  the  Company  upon 

the  General  Books  Current  Rs.  2,970-4-0  being  the  amount  of  an  interest  note 
paid  them  for  which  they  no  where  appear  credited.  On  this  occasion  the 
Sub  Accomptant  has  remarked  that  a  bond  of  the  same  principal  and  date 
remains  upon  balance  under  the  head  of  Ramchund  for  payment  whereof  no 
application  has  ever  been  made  although  it  was  paid  into  the  Company's 
cash  before  the  troubles,  and  the  strictest  enquiry  having  been  made  after 
him  and  his  family,  neither  of  whom  can  be  found,  it  is  prohable  the  said 
bond  was  the  property  of  Messrs,  Bellamy  and  Mapletoft  by  endorsement, 
We  request  therefore  your  orders  whether  on  such  a  supposition  the  said  debt 
may  be  transferred  to  the  head  of  Ramchund. 

Ml 

116.  In  forming  die  adjustments  with  the  books  of  the  subordinates  it 
appears  that  the  sum  of  current  rupees  10,91.989-1-6  has  remained  a  part  of 

the   balance  of  Cossirnbuzar   factory   since   it   was   taken 

•i 

30  June  foy  Suraia  Dowiah,  instead  of  which  it  should  have  been 

10  October.  -  ^  .  -  ,  ,   t        , 

wrote  off  to  estimate  of  losses  occasioned  by  the  capture 

of  Calcutta  in  1756,  and  the  factory  have  been  credited  for  that  amount  but 

** 

in  regard  to  this  we  shall  wait  your  directions. 

117.  The  General  Books  of  this  Presidency  YOU  may  be  assured  shall  be 

»       *  «* 

regularly  kept  up  and  transmitted  home  annually  accompanied  with  those  of 
the  subordinate  settlements. 

118.  The  considerable  receipts  of  cash  from  the  revenues  you  now  enjoy, 
have  already  enabled  us  to  pay  off  many  of  vour  bonds  and  to  resolve  to 

,  L        *  »  w 
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discharge  the  whole  as  they  become  due,  except  In  some  cases   where  the 

dependance  and  support  of  the  parties   is  from  the  interest  of  small  sums 

In  your  cash  which  we  have  permitted  to  remain  till  the  last  payments  or 

until  vour  pleasure  can  be  known. 

119.  The  orders  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  February  concerning 
the  reduction  of  salaries  in  the  different  employs  have  been  duly  attended  to 

and  took   place  from   the   1st   of  September  last,   and  we 
22  August.  shall  be  equally  attentive  to  the  instructions  you  have  been 

pleased  to  give  that  none  of  your  servants  out  of  Council  be  permitted  In 
future  ta  hold  two  gratuity  places  at  the  same  time. 

120.  Although  the  greatest  part  of  the  writers  remaining  at  the  Presi- 
dency are  accommodated  with  apartments  in  the  New  Fort,  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  them  to  subsist  on  their  bare  pay,  we  therefore  hope  you  will  permit 

the  addition  of  rupees  40  to  be  continued. 

121.  We  have  in  the  33rd  paragraph  mentioned  the  necessity  we  were 
under  of  recalling:  the  servants  from  the  aurunps.    On  examining  the  accounts 

O  O  O 

of  Mr.  Grueber  who  resided  at  the  aiming  of  Buddaul  we 
a  April  176.x  observed  he  had  introduced   an   extraordinary   charge  of 

9000  rupees  for  buildings  he  had  erected  there  contrary  to  our  leave  and  the 
instructions  he  had  received  on  his  appointment  to  that  aurung.  We  there- 
fore called  upon  him  to  refund  the  same,  which  shall  be  regularly  brought  to 
your  credit. 

122.  The  gentlemen  at  Cossimbuzar  wrote  to  us  in  June  last  of  their 
having    with    much    difficulty    examined    and    adjusted    the    accounts    of 

Kistenendce    who   had   been    employed    as    deloll   on    the 
9  June-  part   of  the   Company   at  that  factory  ;   but   that  by  his 

villainy  in  keeping  two  or  three  sets  of  books  at  the  same  time,  their  hopes  of 
detecting  the  whole  of  his  frauds  had  been  frustrated  ;  they  however,  dis- 
covered to  the  amount  of  rupees  10,454-8  he  had  defrauded  the  Company  of, 
and  immediately  demanded  of  him  to  refund  the  same,  and  dismissed  him 
from  his  office,  but  we  ordered  them  to  pursue  their  enquiries  into  his  conduct 
and  In  case  there  should  be  a  possibility  of  tracing  any  other  frauds,  which  they 
were  to  demand  of  him  with  interest  on  the  whole  and  impose  such  a  fine  on 
him  as  they  should  think  his  villainy  might  deserve. 

123.  On   inspecting    the    accounts    of   the    surgeons   with    the    different 
brigades  It  appeared  they  had  received  5  Rs.  per  month  more  than  wras  intended 

bv  the  regulations  last  year  by  the  Select  Committee,  the 

t  f\      \  **  **^  rf  * 

iu  August.  ga^  excess  arising  from  the  surgeons  having  drawn  the 

soldiers  allowance  of  half  batta,  which  ought  to  have  been  brought  to  the 
credit  of  the  Company  when  the  allowance  of  18  Rs.  to  the  surgeons  per  man, 
was  established.  We  therefore  called  upon  them  to  refund  the  same  which 
they  all  complied  with  after  remonstrating  except  Mr.  Robert  Hunter,  who 
for  his  non-compliance,  has  been  dismissed  from  your  service, 

124.  We  have  lately  made  an  alteration  in  the  regulations  for  victualling 
the  sick  in  garrison  and  the  field  by  obliging  each  soldier  to  pay  two  rupees 

more  In  venereal  cases  than  for  common  disorders  ;  in  the 

ptember,         former  case  they  pay  five  and  in  the  latter  three  rupees 

and  we  hope  this  punishment  will  put  them  more  upon  their  guard  and  in 
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some  measure  prevent  the  fatal  effects  of  that  disorder  which  i>ro\c>  the  ik*- 

truction  of  more  than  one  half  who  arc  received  into  haspkak 

i 

125.  \Ve  at  the  same  time  took  under  our  consideration  the  vrrv  t;rt;;it 
Inequality  of  advantages  between  the  head  surgeons  and  the  oilier  sur^euL", 

and  particularly  the  assistant  surgeons  \\hose  pav  ;ii:d 
.cpeni  er.  allowances  are  scarce  sufficient  for  them  to  subsist  upon, 
and  who  by  constant  supercession  have  little  or  no  prospect  of  bettering  their 
conditions.  We  therefore  thought  it  equitable  and  resohed  that  the  uinuiu- 
ments  arising  from  the  present  stipulated  allowances  should  be  diuded  in 
the  following  manner.  To  the  head  surgeon  of  each  brigade  Z3rd,  to  the 
2nd  surgeon  %rd,  and  the  remaining  l/:^d  to  all  the  other  surgeons  and  their 
assistants.  These  regulations  were  ordered  to  take  place  frum  the  l>t  of 
November  last  and  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  minutes  of  our  Consultations 
for  further  particulars. 

126.  Mr.  Alexander  Grant  having  offered  to  contract  for  supplying  die 
army  with  draft  and  carriage  bullocks  for  the  vear  1767  on  the  same  terms  as 

.  o  « 

arc  stipulated  by  the  contract  for  the  present  year  and  being  convinced  they 
are  as  low  as  we  can  in  reason  expect  them  to  be  reduced  to,  \ve  accepted  his 
proposal  and  contracts  have  been  executed  accordingly. 

127.  Taking  lately  into  consideration  the  present  state  of  the  army  and 
the  great  expense  Incurred  by  maintaining  so  large  a  force  not  only  for  the 

defence  and  security  but  likewise  for  collecting  the  revenues 
IS  August.  0£  t|le  j^ngdoms  Of  Bengal  and  Bahar,  we  were  of  opinion 

that  the  Company  should  only  stand  charged  for  such  a  part  of  the  forces  as 
are  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  own  fortifications  and  territorial 
possessions,  and  that  the  Government  should  be  charged  with  all  the  rest. 
One  of  the  brigades  consisting  of  a  regiment  of  nine  companies  of  Europeans 
and  of  six  battalions  of  sepoys,  we  deemed  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the 
Company's  fortifications  and  districts  of  Calcutta.  Burdwan,  Midnapore  and 
Chittagong  ;  and  the  1st  brigade  was  accordingly  appointed  to  that  service,  and 
If  at  any  tune  this  brigade  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  field, 
in  such  case  batta  and  all  extraordinary  expences  Incurred  on  that  account  are 
to  be  charged  to  the  Government. 

128.  In  consequence  of  this  regulation  we  have  ordered  the  disbursements 

of  the  army  to  be  separated  accordingly  from  the  time  the 
Company  have  been  Invested  with  the  dewanny  of  these 
provinces  and  a  transfer  to  be  made  of  those  charges  on  the  General  Books 

from  the  1st  September  1765  to  the  30th  of  April  last. 

129.  The  expences  of  the  army  whilst  attending  the  King  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Smith  are  defrayed  by  His  Majesty  who  has  assigned 
over  two  lacks  and  ten  thousand  rupees  for  ihat  purpose. 

130.  That  we  may  at  all  times  be  able  to  ascertain  the  expences  Incurred 
at  this  settlement  and  make  the  necessary  observations  on  the  cause  of ^  their 
increasing  or  diminishing,  monthly  abstracts  are  constantly  delivered  in  by 
the  President  and  entered  on  our  Consultations  the  last  day  of  the  succeeding 
month.    At  present  we  shall  only  add  on  this  subject  that  we  are  sufficiently 
apprized  of  the  heavy  expences"  that  must  of  necessity  be  Incurred  at  this 
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settlement  and  that  you  may  be  assured  we  shall  always  be  attentive  to  keep 
them  within  the  most  moderate  bounds,  and  to  retrench  every  unnecessary 
charge,  and  this  has  already  been  effected  in  many  instances  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection. 

131.  In    die   67th   paragraph   of   your    General   Letter    dated    the   24th 
December  von  are  pleased  to  observe  that  the  allowance  of  6  rupees  per  day 
each  for  three  Residents  to  expedite  the  letters  between  this  Presidency  and 
the   coast   of   Corornandel   is   a   heavy    expense.    Our    communication   with 
Madras  by  this  means  has  already  proved  of  great  utility,  and  even  the  pre- 
servation "of  the  Company's  settlements  may  depend  upon  it.    The  reason 
Company's  servants  are  not  stationed  at  these  Residencies  is  that  they  have 
been  hitherto  employed  on  services  where  their  attention  is  required  either 
to  conduct  or  improve  themselves  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Company's  affairs, 
but  when  any  of  them  can  be  spared,  your  orders  on  this  subject  shall  be 
duly  attended  to. 

132.  The  expences  incurred  in  our  hospital  on  account  of  His  Majesty's 
troops  in  India  are  preparing  and  shall  be  transmitted  to  you  by  the  next 
conveyance. 

«* 

133.  We  have  appointed  a  committee  to  make  a  scrutiny  into  the  over 

charges  Mr.  Parker  Hatley  is  supposed  to  have  made  whilst 

20  June.  ^e  actec[  as  contractor  to  the  army  and  into  other  matters 

of  which  you  have  required  an  explanation  in  your  letter  of  last  season,  the 

22  August.  result  of  which  we  shall  communicate  in  our  next  advices. 

134.  Such  other  parts  of  your  letters  as  have  not  been  replied  to  in  the 
course  of  this  address,  have  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee from  whom  you  will  no  doubt  have  the  necessary  advices  relative 
thereto. 

135.  The  Select  Committee  in  their  proceedings  laid  before  the  Board 
the  22nd  September  communicated  to  us  a  proposal  that  had  been  made  by 
the  Right  Honorable  the  President  for  restricting  the  future  Governors  of  Fort 
William  in  points  of  trade  and  private  interest,5  in  consideration  of  their  receiv- 
ing IJ/gth  per  cent  on  the  revenues  collected  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Orixa,  excepting  the  revenues  of  the  Company's  own  lands  at  Calcutta, 
Burdwan,  Midnapore  and  Chittagong.    This  expedient  was  so  evidently  cal- 
culated for  the  benefit  of  your  affairs  which  are  now  become  so  extensive  in 
this  part  of  India,  that  it  could  not  but  meet  with  our  unanimous  approval : 
in  consequence  of  which  the  right  hon'ble  the  President  did  on  the  1st  of 
October  before  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  in  the  most  public  manner  take 
an  oath  and  enter  into  a  penalty  bond  which  had  been  prepared  on  this 
occasion  and  are  entered  on  our  proceedings. 

Eighthly  touching  the  charier 

136.  Since  our  letter  per  Ponsborne  and  Admiral  Watson,  three  vacancies 
have  been  occasioned  in  the  Mayor's  Court  by  the  deaths  of  Mr.  John  Browne 
and  Mr.  Peter  Gailopine  and  the  absence  of  Mr.  Archibald  Keir  for  12  months 
and  a  day  ;  and  they  have  been  filled  up  by  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  George 
Lear,  Joseph  Jekyl,  and  William  Bolts. 
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Supplement 

137.  As  by  the  first  advices  received  this  ^ason  from  Europe  we  did  not 
find  that  any  pro  vision  'had  been  made  for  filling  up  the  vacancy  of  chaplain 
at  this  settlement,  Mr.  Parry  our  only  chaplain  labouring  under  a  very  bad 
state  of  health,  we  applied  to  the  gentlemen  at  Madras  to  assist  us  if  possible 
with  one  of  the  chaplains  from  that  Presidency,  but  as  \vc  find  by  your  com- 
mands of  the  19th  of  February  that  Mr.  Blomer  has  been  appointed  hither 
in  that  station,  we  have  advised,  the  gentlemen  at  Madras  that  we  should  not 
be  in  need  of  the  assistance  we  had  requested. 

138.  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Marriott  have  desired  leave  to  resign  vour 

•C-.  ** 

service  and  take  their  passage  for  England  on  board  die  Cruttenden. 

139.  Mr.  William  Bolts  and  Mr.  Gideon  Johns  tone  have  also  at  their 
several  requests  been  permitted  to  resign  the  service. 

140.  We  acquainted  you  in  our  letter  of  the  24th  March  last  of  our 
having  demanded  of  Mr.  Marriott,  payment  of  the  money  for  which  he  had 
rented  the  mint  at  Benares  of  the  King  :  he  has  since  addressed  a  letter  to  us 
on  that  subject  requesting  that  the  terms  of  His  Majesty's  sunnud  might  be 
reconsidered,  as  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  either  the  mint  or  cutwaliy 
were  given  up  to  the  Company. 

141.  On  reference  to  the  sunnud  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Marriott's  request, 
a  copy  whereof  is  entered  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Separate  Department  the 
6th  December  1764,  as  also  to  the  several  letters  and  papers  that  passed  on  that 
occasion,  we  remained  of  our  former  opinion  that  the  mint  and  cittrjcally  arc 
comprehended  in  it   and   therefore   again  demanded   of  Mr.   Marriott   the 
amount  of  what  he  had  paid  to  the  King  for  farming  the  mint  at  Banaras. 


142.  Upon  this  occasion  Mr.  Marriott  has  requested  as  Major  Munro 

is  now  in  England  had  so  principal  a  share  with  him  in  the  transaction  of 
delivering  up  the  mint  and  cutwally  ai  Banaras  to  His  Majesty  and  he  is  him- 
self going  home  in  the  Cnittenden  that  this  affair  may  be  deferred  to  your 
decision,  to  which  he  will  abide.  To  this  we  have  assented,  and  in  the  mean 
time  have  received  from  him  hi  deposit  the  receipts  of  His  Majesty's  mutseddie 
for  the  money  Mr.  Marriott  paid  to  the  King  for  the  rent  of  the  mint. 

143.  The  enquiries  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  in  your  letter  of  the 
26th  April  1765  concerning  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  given  by  the  late  Nabob 
Meer  Jaffier  Ali  Cawn  for  restitution  of  private  losses,  will  be  replied  to  by 
the  Select  Committee.    It  remains  onlv  with  us  to  inform  vou  that  the  sum 

w  ^ 

of  current  rupees  4  1,46,0  IS-  10-9  J/i  has  been  paid  in  for  that  purpose  which  has 
answered  the  claims  that  had  been  established  before  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  as  far  as  the  proportion  of  12  annas  or  ^tk  On  receipt  of  your  orders 
we  stopped  further  payment  and  the  claimants  gave  in  a  remonstrance  upon 
that  occasion,  a  copy  of  which  makes  a  number  in  the  packet.  We  have 
acquainted  them  in  answer  that  the  remaining  four  annas  or  54th  cannot  be 

issued  and  distributed  until  vour  further  pleasure  is  known,  and  have  onlv 

**  ** 

further  to  observe  that  it  is  to  be  supposed  the  utmost  care  has  been  taken  in 
examining  the  claims  before  they  were  established  by  your  President  and 
Council  as  a  Committee  of  Restitution.  We  are  sorry  their  proceedings  have 
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been  hhliertu  neglected  to  be  regularly  transmitted  to  YOU,  thcv  now  come  a 

O  CJ  j  *  j 

number  In  the  book  packet  accompanied  with  an  abstract  shewing  the 
amount  of  each  claim  to  this  time  established  and  the  proportion  of  3^th 
thereof  which  had  been  paid  at  the  time  we  received  your  orders,  as  we  have 
before  mentioned. 

144.  Lord  Clive  represented  to  us   that  on  examining   the  accounts  of 
his  jagheer,  he  observed  that  deductions  had  been  made  by  the  Company 
for  charges  of  collection  which  he  apprehended  was  contrary  to  the  tenor  of 
his  agreement  with  them  dated  the   1 6th  May   1764,  wherein  it  is  expressly 
stipulated  that  he  is  to  receive  annually  the  nett  sum  of  2,22,958  sice  a  rupees 
in   quarterly   payments    and   submitted   to    our    determination    whether   the 
amount  of  such  charge  should  not  have  been  brought  to  his  credit. 

145.  On  reference  to  the  said  agreement,  it  appeared  that  Lord  Clive 
is  to  receive  annually  a  certain  determined  sum  and  as  this  is  also  the  estab- 

* 

lished  custom  of  the  country  where  every  one  receives  the  full  amount  of  his 

j  j 

jaghccr  without  any  charges  or  deductions  whatever,  we  were  of  opinion  that 
Lord  Clive  was  entitled  to  receive  his  in  the  same  manner,  and.  his  account 
has  been  adjusted  accordingly. 

146.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Anson  and  Pigot 
are  safely  arrived  here.    By  the  latest  advices  from  Madras,  the  Devonshire 

•i  -* 

was  not  arrived  and  is  probably  gone  on  to  Bombay  for  fear  of  venturing  on 
the  Coast  so  late  in  the  season. 

147.  It  is  with  much  concern  we  acquaint  you  that  Lord  Clive  has  for 
some  time  past  been  too  much  indisposed  to  attend  to  public  business.    He 
is  now  at  Barrasutt  where  we  hope  a  change  of  air  will  effect  his  speedy 
recovery. 

* 

148.  The  amount  of  this  ship's  invoice  is  C.  Rs.  10,00,400. 

149.  A  small  quantity  of  diamonds  has  been   registered   by   this   ship 
amounting  to  current  rupees  38,805-15-9. 

150.  The    balance    this    day    remaining    in    your    treasury    is    current 
rupees  44,77,028-7-9  and  in  your  cash  chest  current  rupees  8,217-2. 

We  are, 
Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servants, 

Fort  William,  H.   Verclst    /    John    Carnac    /    Randi 

the  28th  November  1766.  Marriott  /  H.    Watts  /  Claud    Russell  / 

[Original  per  Cntttenden  W.  Aldersey   /  Thos.  Kelsall  /   Chas. 

Duplicate  per  Brittannia]  Rogers  [Floyer]. 
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Postscript 

We  have  drawn  upon  you  by  this  ship  91  setts  of  bills  Of  exchange  at 

365  days  sight  the  particulars  whereof  are  as  follow,   and  amount  in  all  to 
C.  Rupees  4,93,677-15-0, 


To  whom  granted 

1  Henrv  Strachey 

«?  > 

I  Samuel  Ingham 
i  Edmund  Maskelync 

1  Edward  Philpot 
I  Hugh  Watts    ,    .    . 

1  Richard  Witts      .    . 
1  Alexander  Jephson 
1  John  Grose      .    .    . 
1  Alexander  Grant 


I  Do.  account  Hugh 

Grant  .  .  . 
1  Do.  do.  Joseph 

Hare  .... 
1  Gideon  Johnstonc 


1  Herbert  Harris 
1  Alexander  Campbell  . 
I  James  Lawrell  .  .  . 
I  John  Carrier  .  ,  .  . 
1  Jas.  Lister  acct. 

C.  S.  Plavdell    .    .    . 

j 

I  Alexr.  Dow      .... 
1  Messrs  Lawrell  and 
Graham         .... 

I  George  Kinlock  .  . 
1  James  lister  .  .  .  , 
1  Hugh  Watts  .... 
1  Hugh  Watts  .  .  , 
I  Bartholomew  Plaisted  . 
1  William  Lambert  .  . 
1  Harry  Verelst  in  full 

& 

return  for  one  chest 
of  coral  beads  mark- 
ed IN  No.  2  import- 
ed per  ship  Pacific 
1765 


£Stg. 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 
1,000-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
300-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 


To  whom  payublt" 

Clirisr.  Doyle  and  Gco. 
Quarmc   ...... 

Thos.  Ryder  and  Jno. 
David  Fatio  [?j  .    .    . 

Sr.  Fras.  and  Win,  Gos- 
ling   &    George    Give 

John  Philpot  ..... 

Thos.  Watts  and  Jas, 
Farquharson     .... 

Himself       ...... 

Win.  Thomas  Jephson  . 

Edward  Grose     .... 

W.  B.  Sunnier  and  Sami 
Waller     ...... 


500-  0-  0     Do. 


500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

150-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

468-  0-  0 

1,000-  0-  0 


John  Guilton       .    .    .    . 

Gidn.  Johnstoiie  and  Jno. 
Gathorae          .     .    .    . 

Himself       ...... 

Himself       ...... 

Himself       ...... 

Stephen  Law       .    .    .    . 


4,285-11-  6 
4,285-11-  6 

4,285-11-  6 

4,28541-  6 

8,57 1-  7-  u 
4,285-!!-  6 
4,285-11-  6 

2571-  6-  9 

4,285-11-  6 

4,285- il-  6 
4,285- li-  6 

4,285-1!-  6 
U85-II-  6 
4,285-11-  6 
4,1)11-  6-  0 
8371-  7-  0 


i?OQQ~  0-  0     Chas.  Stafford  Plavdell   .     8371-  7-  II 
500-0-0     Himself       ...'...     4,285-11-6 


63-10-  4 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
145-[16]-8 

145-16-  8 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 


John  Mayne 
Himself       .     .     . 

Himself       .     .     - 
Sarah  Bourchier 
Emelia  Bourchier 
Thomas  Burnett 
Himself       .    ,     . 


544-  6-  9 

4,285-11-  6 

4,285-11-  6 

1,250-  0-  0 

1,250-  0-  U 

4,285- 1! -  6 

4,285-11-  6 


404-  9-  2     Hanancl  Mendcz 

da  Costa      .    . 


3,466-12-  6 
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IT 

1  u 


whom  granted 

o 


£ 


To  wJioin  payable  C.Rs. 


I  The      Right     Hon'ble 

Lord  Clive  in  full  re- 
turn for  coral  beads  . 


i  Page  Kcbie      .... 
I  W.  B.  SinniUT  .    .    .    . 

I  James  Nowland       .    . 
1  Robert  Campbell      .     . 
i  Randolph  Marriott 
I  Harrv  Verelst  .... 

** 

1  John  White     .... 

I  Thomas  Hewitt       .    . 

1  Messrs  Vansittart  and 
Plowman  in  full  re- 
turn for  i  chest  of 
coral  beads  marked 
AES  No.  I  imported 
per  ship  Lord  Clive 
1763  

I  Do.  in  full  return  for  I 
chest  of  coral  beads 
marked  IS  No.  1 
imported  per  ship 
Fox  1763 

1  William  Bolts       .    . 

1  Joseph  Jekyll        .    .    . 

1  Thomas  Price  ,    , 

i  The  Rt  Hon  ble 

Lord  Clive    .... 
I  General  Carnac    .     .    . 
1  Thomas  Woodward 
1  John  Fortnorn          .    , 
1  Claud  Russell      .    .    . 
1  John  Read      .... 
I  John  Read       .    .    .    , 
I  Col.   Alexr.    Champion 
1  Bryan  Scotney      .    .    , 
1  James  Ellis        .    .    . 
I  Isaac  Sage       «    ,    .    . 
1  George  Williamson 
1  Russell  Skinner    ,    .    , 
!  Do.  acct.  Mary 

w 

Mapletoft      ,    .    .    . 
1  Do.  do.  Marv  Bodlv     . 


U704-17-  4 


500-  0-  0 

1,000-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

1,000-  0-  0 

1,000-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 


Josh.  Solomon,  Henry 
and  Peters  Muimian 
and   Son   and  Joseph 
Solomon       .... 

Roger  Hanmcr   .    .     . 

Messrs.  Castells  & 
Wheatly         .... 

Peter  Daniel    .... 

Himself       

Himself      

Himself       

Himself       

Himself       ..... 


14,613-  2-  6 
4,285-11-  6 

8,571  7-  0 
4,285-11-  6 
4,285-11-  6 
8,571-  7-  0 
8,571-  7-  0 
4,285-11-  6 
4,285-11-  6 


257-  8-  0     Abraham  Lew  Sonsino  .     2,206-  4-  6 


82-17-  4 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 

200-  0-  0 


2,000- 
1,000- 
500- 
500- 
1,000- 
250- 
250- 
500- 
500- 
500- 
500- 
500- 
500- 


0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 
0-  0 


Judah  Supino      .... 

John  Misenor 

Elias  Brownsword,  J. 

Langmore  &  T.  Jekyll 
James  Potter 

Himself       

Himself       

Himself       

Himself       

Himself       

Himself       

Himself  ...... 

Himself  ...... 

Himself  ...... 

Himself 

Himself  ...... 

Ann  Forster 

Joseph  Skinner    .     .    .     . 


710-  4-  6 

4,285-11-  6 

4,285-11-  6 

1,714-  4-  6 


17,142- 
8,571- 
4,285- 
4,285- 
8,571- 
2,142- 
2,142- 
4,285- 
4,285- 
4,285- 
4,285- 
4,285- 
4,285- 


14-  0 
7-  0 
11-  6 
11-  6 
7-  0 
13-  9 
13-  9 
11-6 
11-  6 
11-  6 
11-  6 
11-  6 
11-  6 


300-  0-  0     Jno.  Zep.  HolweLl 
200-  0-  0     Mary  Bodly    .    . 


2,571-  6-  9 
1,714-  4-  6 
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To  whom  granted 
I  Do.    do.    Marv   Bradlv 

•»  ^ 

I  Pliilip  Milncr  Dacrcs  . 

I  Francis  Russell    .    .  . 

1  Ralph  Windwood     .  , 

1  Mary  Hunt      .    ,    .  . 

* 

1  John  Graham  .  .  . 
1  John  Marriott  .  .  . 
I  Francis  Svkcb  .... 


I  H.  Yerelst  accL.  SamL 
Middleton     .... 

I  Do.  acct.  Walter 

Wilkins 

1  John  Knott      ,    .    .    . 

I  Harry  Vcrclst  acct. 

•> 

Thos.  Boddam  .  .  . 
I  Do.  acct.  Gco.  Gray 

Scnr 

1  Do.  acct.  Elizabeth 

Beard    ...... 

1  Do.  for   Ricci   Beccher 

acct.  Eliz.  Massey 
1  John  Holme     .... 
1  John  Holme     .... 
1  Charles  Flover     .    .    . 

w 

I  Samuel  Griffith  .  .  - 
1  Wm.  Aldersey  .  .  . 
I  John  Bathoe  .... 

I  John  Davidson  .  .  . 
1  Jno.  Holme  acct.  Thos. 

Forbes  Jirnr.  ,  . 
I  Johanna  Ross  .  .  . 
1  Theodora  Antlionia 

Bodle 

1  \V.  B.  Sumner  acct. 

Catherine    Geo.    and 

Wm.  Suniner  .  .  - 
I  W.  B,  Sumner  .  .  . 
1  W.  B.  Sumner  ,  .  - 
I  Do.  acct.  Win.  Shrine 

I  Messrs.  Campbell  acct. 
Thos.  Dugald 
Campbell      .... 


£  Sts. 


100-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

5UU-  0-  0 

5UO-  0-  0 

100-  0-  0 

SOD-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 

1,000-  0-  0 


.. 


To  u 


Mary  Bradlv 

Mary  Say  . 

William  Rusj-cll  .... 

Himself       ...... 

Charles  Raymond    .     .     . 
Himself       ...... 

Himself 

R.  Xetiieton,  R.  Boucher 

and     Smith     and     W. 

Svkes   ....,,, 


C.RS. 

857-  2-  3 
4285-11-  6 


4?285-!!~  6 

857-  2-  3 

4T285-tl~  6 

4,285-11-  6 


i>\571-  7~  0 


UHH)-  II-  0     Messrs.  Xeitletoii, 

Beecher  and  Rake* 


8,571-  7-  0 


500-  0-  0     Messrx  Beecher  &  Rak>     4,185-11-  6 
500-  0-  0     Himself       ......     4,285-11-6 


244-  8-  6     Thomas  Boddam    .     .    ,     2,1  #5-  1- 


290-  4-  4     Geo.  Grav  Scnr. 


174-17-  0     Elizabeth  Beard 


,    .     2,487-  9-  0 
.    .      1,499-  2-  II 


89-16-  1 

103-12-  0 

160-  0-  0 

1,000-  0-  0 

50-  0-  0 

1,000-  0-  0 
2<HJ-  0-  0 

500-  0-  0 


Elizabeth  Masse v    . 

« 

Thomas  Holme 
Thomas  Holme       .    .    . 
Messrs.  Jos.  Dickenson[&] 
Wm.  Chas.  Turner 

Captain  Richard  Crab 
Himself       ...... 

Petr.    Michell   and   Wm. 
Bathoe      ...... 

Himself       .... 


941-  3-  0 

888-  0-  0 

1,371-1101-9 

8,571-  7-  0 

428-  9-  3 
8,571-  7-  (I 

2/157-  2-  3 
4,285-11-  6 


500-  0-  0     Thomas  Forbes  Smr.     .     4,285-11-  6 
500-0-0     Herself        ......     4,285-11-6 


500-  0-  0     Herself 


4,285-!!'  6 


4,798-  5-  7 
5,186-13-  4 
1,615-  I-  i 
1.000-  0-  0 


W.  B,  Simmer 

Himself  ,  . 
Himself  .  . 
Wm.  Shrine  . 


41,128-  1-  9 

44,457-  2-  3 

13,843-  5-  0 

8,571-  7-  il 


500-  0-  0     Thomas  Rons 


,     4,285-  1-  6 
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To  whom  granted 


I  George  Scott 


1  Executrix  of  Peter 
Gallopine        .    . 
1  John  Orfeus  Yates 
I  Thomas  Pearson. 
1  Scipio  Carnac 


To  whom  payable  C.Rs. 


500-  0-  0     Robt.  Bogle  and  Wrn. 

Scott 


500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 
500-  0-  0 


I  William  Virtue    ...        500-0-0 


Philadelphia  Gallopine   . 

Himself       

Himself       

Geo.  Clive  and 

Jno.  Walsh      .     -    .    . 
Himself       


4,285-11-  6 

4,285-11-  6 
4,285-11-  6 
4,285-11-  6 

4,285-11-  6 
4,285-11-  6 


[91]  Setts 


£St$.    57,595-14-  4 


C.  Rupees    4,93,677-15-  0 


We  have  likewise  granted  certificates  for  the  following  [sums  paid]  into 
your  treasury  here  for  which  credit  is  given  in  your  books. 


Fort  William, 

the  28th  November  1765. 


We  are 

Honorable  Sirs, 
Your  faithful  and  obedient  servants. 


34 

LETTER  DATED  5  DECEMBER   1766 

Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Restitution  —  -further  regulation  of  inland 
trade  in  salt,  betel-nut  and  tobacco  and  checks  on  private  trade  —  recall  of 
European  servants  from  aurangs  —  Governor  granted  commission  on  revenues 
in  lieu  of  profits  from  private  trade  and  other  perquisites  —  refund  of  com- 
missions and  allowances  by  some  officers  —  revenue  of  Burdwan  and  Midna- 
pore  provinces  —  supply  of  money  to  China  market  —  request  for  adequate 
European  infantry  for  the  defence  of  English  possessions  in  India  —  measures 
to  check  possible  Maratha  move  to  support  Shah  Alam  —  right  of  the  Company 
to  levy  taxes  on  inhabitants  for  maintaining  security  —  Rumbold's  appointment 
on  the  Board. 


the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  In  the  letter  which  we  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  by  the  Lord 
Camden  we  described  every  material  occurrence  that  passed  at  this  Presidency 
from  the  departure  of  die  Ponsborne  to  the  date  of  the  above  dispatch.    We 
now  transmit  in  the  packet  a  duplicate  of  that  letter  and  also  the  proceedings 
of  the  Select  Committee  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  for  a  more  particular 
detail  of  facts. 

2,  The  depositions  recorded  on  the  face  of  our  proceedings  respecting 
restitution  to  the  merchants  and  donations  to  the  army  and  navy  are  them- 
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selves  so  explicit  and  clear  as  to  render  any  further  lights  to  guide  your  judge- 
ment almost  unnecessary.  The  means  exerted  to  obtain  those  large  disburse- 
ments from  the  Nabob's  treasury  are  fully  declared  upon  oath  by  the  prin- 
cipal agents  on  either  side.  A  committee  expressly  appointed  for  examining 
the  several  claims  of  the  sufferers  hath  already  passed  their  accounts  We 
should  therefore  apprehend  that  the  question  now  to  be  determined  is  not 
whether  the  losses  of  individuals  have  been  fairly  stated,  but  whether  the 
Nabob  Meer  Jaffier  could  justly  be  made  accountable  for  losses  consequent  on 
a  war  of  which  he  was  not  the  author  and  also  whether  you  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered as  bound  in  honor  to  discharge  such  debts  of  his  Excellency  as  he  could 
never  willingly  be  brought  to  acknowledge? 

These  are  points  which  we  submit  to  your  consideration  while  we  content 
ourselves  with  observing  that  whatever  opinion  we  may  entertain  of  the  decrees 
of  the  Committee  of  "Restitution,  it  would  at  this  distance  of  time  be  impos- 

& 

sible  to  enter  upon  a  satisfactory  review  of  their  proceedings,  after  so  many 
of  the  parties  chiefly  concerned  are  gone  home  or  dead. 

Such  a  scrutiny  would  in  the  present  circumstances  be  attended  with  many 
difficulties,  it  would  be  productive  of  injustice  and  bear  hard  upon  the  for- 
tunes of  such  individuals  as  had  adjusted  their  claims  with  scrupulous  nicety 
to  the  amount  of  their  losses.  At  all  events  it  would  furnish  a  topic  for 
clamour  and  a  handle  for  misconstruction,  to  have  those  accounts  now  dis- 
puted which  were  passed  by  your  Governor  and  Council  acting  here  as  your 
representatives  after  three  fourths  of  the  whole  had  been  actually  discharged. 

3.  With  respect  to  his  Excellency's  grant  of  a  donation  to  Mr.  Tinker  and 
the  squadron  under  his  command,  it  rests  entirely  with  you  to  determine  from 
the  evidences  set  forth,  whether  the  services  performed  by  His  Majesty's  ships 
of  war  in  Bengal  merit  a  reward  so  disproportionate  to  the  then  exhausted 
condition  of  the  Nabob's  treasury.    A  court  of  equity  will  ascertain  the  dis- 
tinctions to  be  made  betwixt  a  free  gift  flowing  from  a  grateful  sense  of  obli- 
gations received,  and  a  grant  obtained  by  the  unwarrantable  methods  describ- 
ed in  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  examined  on  this  occasion. 

4.  As  soon  as  we  had  closed  the  enquiry  into  restitution  and  donations 
the  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  several  other  orders  issued  by  your 
Honorable  Board  during  the  course  of  the  last  season.    Your  remarks  on  the 
inland  trade  were  so  peculiarly  striking  and  so  perfectly  agreeable  to  our  own 
sentiments  respecting  that  perpetual  source  of  oppression  and  complaint,  that 
we  determined  immediately  to  apply  the  most  efficacious  remedies  to  a  disease 
which  must  in  time  have  subverted  the  constitution  and  endangered  the  being 
of  the  East  India  Company.    By  the  Admiral  Stevens  you  were  informed  of 
the  plan  we  had  concerted  for  carrying  on  the  trade  in  salt,  tobacco  and  betle- 
nut  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company  and  their  servants,  without  injury  to  the 
Nabob,  and  without  molestation  or  oppression  of  the  natives ;  it  was  the  best 
and  most  equitable  system  we  could  then  devise ;  yet  experience  hath  shewn 
the  necessity  of  laving  the  trade  under  farther  restrictions,  the  reasons  for 
which  together  with  the  particular  mode  of  conducting  this  valuable  branch 
of  commerce  in  future  are  fully  explained  in  Lord  dive's  minute  entered  on 
our  proceedings.    In  those  emendations  of  the  plan  on  which  the  Society  of 
Trade  was  founded,  all  due  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  sovereign  prerogative 
of  the  Company  acting  as  collectors  for  the  King  and  more  especially  to  the 
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scrupulous  distribution  of  natural  right  to  the  native  inhabitants,  whence  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  the  Inland  trade  \\ill  henceforward  prove  to  you  a  com- 
modious fund  for  rewarding  the  different  degrees  of  merit  amongst  your  ser- 
vants and  a  fruitful  source  of  encouragement  to  the  industry  of  the  country 
people  who  are  now  without  distinction  admitted  to  a  participation  of  its 
benefits,  upon  the  most  reasonable  and  moderate  terms. 

5.  To  the  regulations  formed  for  conducting  the  business  of  the  Society 
of  Trade,  we  have  added  a  total  prohibition  of  another  species  of  Inland  traffic 
in  a  variety  of  articles  usually  transported  from  one  district  of  the  interior 
country  to  another,  whereby  an  extensive  field  was  open  for  the  abuse  of  power, 
and  the  most  notorious  acts  of  fraud  and  injustice.     All  Europeans  in  your 
service  or  under  your  protection  are  now  indiscriminately  confined  to  trade 
in  certain  articles  of  Import  and  export.    The  returns  are  to  be  made  from  the 
places  where  the  goods  were  sold,  directly  to  the  presidency  or  to  the  sub- 
ordinate factory  from  whence  they  were  dispatched,  and  no  circular  traffic 
by  way  of  barter  or  otherwise,  is  in  future  to  be  allowed  from  one  mining 
to  another  on  pain  of  confiscation  of  the  goods  and  loss  of  your  service  and 
protection. 

6.  The  complaints  which  we  received  of  repeated  losses  sustained  by  the 
revenue,  and  of  violences  offered  to  the  country  people  by  the  gomastahs, 
or  black  agents  employed  by  your  servants  and  skreened  from  justice  by  their 
influence,  afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  imposing  farther  restrictions  upon  the 
inland  trade  by  obliging  those  gowastahs  to  register  their  licences  at  the  head 
court  of  the  district  where  they  reside,  a  monthly  return  of  which  is  to  be 
made  to  the  ministers  and  the  Resident  at  the  Durbar,  and  to  be  compared  by 
them  with  the  list  of  licences  sent  from  hence  bv  the  Custom  Master.    This 

•/ 

with  other  limitations  specified  in  our  proceedings  will,  we  doubt  not,  conduce 
greatly  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  country. 

7.  We  have  also  recalled  from  the  minings  all  your  servants  who  were  sent 

O  j 

to  superintend  the  Investments  in  cloth,  being  well  assured  that  those  branches 
of  the  Company's  business  may  as  conveniently  be  carried  on  without  their 
assistance  and  that  the  residence  of  young  gentlemen  at  places  remote  from  the 
inspection  of  their  superiors  hath  furnished  the  means  of  assuming  to  them- 
selves an  authority  prejudicial  to  the  people,  detrimental  to  the  revenues  and 
productive  of  disputes  with  the  other  European  companies  with  whom  it  is  our 
inclination  to  live  in  the  most  amicable  manner. 

8.  Further  to  enforce  the  spirit  of  your  instructions  contained  in  para- 
graphs 10,  11,  and  12  of  your  Separate  Letter  under  date  the  24th  December 
1765,  we  deliberated  on  the  properest  measures  for  restraining  that  pernicious 
Influence  which  enables  a  commercial  governor  of  this  settlement  in  a  manner 
to  engross  in  his  own  hands  the  whole  trade  of  this  country.    The  President's 
minute  entered  in  our  proceedings  the  19th  September  very  clearly  and  forcibly 
expresses  the  many  salutary  effects  that  must  arise  to  the  Company  and  the 
public  from  placing  the  Governor  in  so  affluent  and  respectable  a  situation,  that 
his  attention  shall  no  longer  be  distracted  with  the  perplexing  cares  of  an  ex- 
tensive trade,  nor  diverted  from  the  duty  of  his  station  by  too  close  an  applica- 
tion to  ways  and  means  of  promoting  his  own  private  interest.    He  is  now  to 
renounce  ail  concerns  in  every  branch  of  commerce.    By  a  solemn  oath  and 
penal  bond  of  £150,000  executed  in  presence  of  the  Mayor's  Court,  the  Com- 
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pany's  servants,  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  Presidency,  lie  is  restricted  from 
every  possible  method  of  accumulating  wealth  and  even  from  lending  nut 

money  at  more  than  the  common  rate  of  interest  or  otherwise  enlarging  his 
fortune  except  by  the  regular  and  stated  appointments  of  his  office,  We 'have- 
not  only  bound  him  down  by  the  strongest  ties  of  law,  of  honor  and  of  con- 
science, but  we  have  endeavoured  to  remove  every  temptation  10  exceed  the 
limits  prescribed  by  rendering  the  emoluments  of  his  appointment  suirahle  to 
the  rank  he  holds  in  the  settlement,  the  dignity  lie  must  necessarily  maintain 
in  the  eyes  of  the  natives  and  the  prospect  of  independence  which  lie  ought  K* 
enjoy  at  the  close  of  a  long  course  of  faithful  service, 

For  these  purposes  we  have  assigned  to  your  Governor  a  commission  of 

upon  all  the  revenues  of  which  the  Company  are  collectors  for  the  King, 
for  the  consulage  on  coral,  the  duties  on  coinage,  and  such  other  emoluments 

and  perquisites  as  the  Court  of  Directors  have  usually  annexed  to  his  station 
and  office.  As  the  President's  own  words  are  the  most  expressive  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Committee,  we  beg  leave  to  quote  the  following  paragraph 
of  his  Lordship's  minute,  in  which  he  enumerates  the  happy  consequences 
that  must  result  from  divesting  the  President  of  all  other  cares  than  those  of 
his  station : 

"Although  by  these  means  a  governor  will  not  be  able  to  amass  a  million 
and  a  half,  or  half  a  million  in  the  space  of  two  or  three  years,  yet  he  will 
acquire  a  very  handsome  independency  and  be  in  that  very  situation  which 
a  man  of  nice  honor  and  true  zeal  for  the  service,  would  wish  to  possess. 
Thus  situated  he  may  defy  all  opposition  in  Council,  he  will  have  nothing 
to  ask,  nothing  to  propose,  but  what  he  means  for  the  advantage  of  his  em- 
ployers. He  may  defy  the  law  because  there  can  be  no  foundation  for  a 
bill  of  discovery  and  he  may  defv  the  obloquy  of  the  world,  because  there 

«  *  *>  -I      * 

can  be  nothing  censurable  in  his  conduct.  In  short  if  stability  can  be  insiircd 
to  such  a  government  as  this  where  riches  have  been  acquired  in  abundance, 
in  a  short  space  of  time  by  all  ways  and  means,  and  by  men  with  or  without 
capacities,  it  must  be  effected  by  a  governor  thus  restricted.'" 

We  are  to  observe  that  our  President  Lord  Clive,  has  himself  set  the  first 

example  of  that  moderation  which  he  requires  in  future  governors  of  this 
settlement,  his  Lordship  having  on  the  1st  day  of  October  taken  the  restrictive 
oath  and  executed  the  penalty  bond  in  the  manner  prescribed. 

9.  As  we  have  never  presumed  to  deviate  from  your  express  orders, 
excepting  when  circumstances  were  so  altered  as  would  render  our  obedience 
criminal,  we  entered  with  great  reluctance  upon  the  execution  of  your  ins- 
tructions contained  in  the  General  Letter  of  the  24th  December  1765  and  13th 
February  1766. 

Mr.  Hugh  Watts  was  pursuant  to  those  orders,  called  upon  to  refund 
the  amount  of  commission  he  had  drawn,  at  the  rate  of  2l/z  per  cent  upon 
the  revenues  of  Midnapore  "but  as  this  commission  had  first  been  established 
by  a  Committee  of  Lands,  and  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  your  President  and 
Council,  we  accepted  in  lieu  of  money  of  his  bond  made  payable  in  case  you 
should  think  proper  to  repeat  your  injunctions,  after  we  had  represented  the 
circumstances  of  the  affair. 
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10.  In   the   same   manner   we   called   upon    Messrs.    Marriott,   Lawrell, 
Goodwin,  and  Graham  to  refund  the  whole  amount  of  the  monthly  allowance 
received  from  the  Rajah  during  their  residence  in  Burclwan.    Yet  in  favor 
of  these  gentlemen  it  must  be  observed  that  the  above  allowance  was  constant- 
ly inserted  in  the  monthly  cash  account  transmitted  to  the  Presidency,  whence 
it  became  an  absolute  act  of  the  Board,  for  which  your  servants  at  Burclwan 
are  no  longer  responsible. 

We  likewise  imagine  that  the  commission  drawn  upon  the  revenues  of 
Midnapore  as  well  as  the  allowance  granted  by  the  Burdwan  Rajah,  must  have 
been  known  from  the  General  Books,  for  more  than  a  twelve  month  before 
your  orders  for  refunding  were  issued.  These  emoluments  were  therefore  if 
not  absolutely  confirmed,  yet  tacitly  allowed  by  the  Court  of  Directors  them- 
selves. The  silence  of  your  Honorable  Board  and  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
upon  a  point  so  immediately  striking,  may  very  naturally  be  construed  into 
a  sufficient  sanction  for  their  conduct,  and  the  alternative  either  to  refund 
sums  of  money  actually  expended  in  supporting  the  unavoidable  charges  of 
their  stations,  or  of  losing  the  benefits  of  your  service,  must  therefore  be 
regarded  as  a  very  peculiar  hardship  upon  those  gentlemen. 

11.  For  these  reasons  we  also  accepted  bonds  for  restitution  of  the  Rajah's 
allowance  in  the  same  terms  as  that  from  Mr.  Watts,  and  it  is  our  request 
that  you  will  please  to  revoke  those  orders  which  must  prove  so  injurious  to 
the  fortunes  of  your  junior  servants  acting  under  the  immediate  orders  and 
inspection  of  the  Board. 

The  bonds  are  as  follows: 

Mr.     Watts Rs.     11,000 

James    Lawrell       32,000 

Henry  Goodwin         24,000 

John  Graham         7,400 


75,222  \sic] 

12.  Mr.  Marriott  intending  to  resign  the  service,  has  intimated  in  reply 
to  our  demand  that  he  is  ready  to  answer  any  legal  call  upon  his  fortune,  in 
the  courts  of  justice  in  England. 

13.  Your  orders  for  refunding  the  presents  received  by  the  gentlemen  who 
composed  the  council  and  deputation  at  the  accession  of  the  Nabob  Nudjum- 
ul-Dowla,  were  duly  conveyed  to  Messrs.  Playclell  and  Middleton,  the  only 

*  J  j  * 

remaining  members  of  the  Board  who  acted  upon  that  occasion.  The  former 
has  applied  to  the  Board  for  permission  to  resign  the  service  and  the  latter 
has  acquainted  the  President  of  his  intention  to  return  this  season  to  England ; 
so  that  enforcing  your  instructions  any  further  appears  unnecessary. 

14.  In    consequence    of    your    several    remarks    on    the    management, 
revenues  and  accounts  of  Burdwan  province  in  the  General  Letter  the  24th 
December,  we  directed  Mr.  Verelst,  the  Supervisor,  to  draw  out  an  exact  state- 
ment of  the  revenues  and  an  explicit  answer  to  the  difficulties  you  have  pointed 
out  in  the  former  statements  transmitted  to  England.    That  gentleman  has 
accordingly  with  great  pains  and  attention  drawn  out  a  very  full  account  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursments  of  that  province  for  tbe  last  year.    He  bath 
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likewise  deduced  from  the  best  authorities  he  could  procure,  a  minute  detail 
in  the  same  form  of  all  the  receipts  and  disbursments  of  money  from  the 
period  when  that  province  was  first  assigned  over  to  the  Company,  and  these 
accounts  he  has  accompanied  with  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Select"  Committee, 
which  we  hope  will  explain  every  inconsistency,  account  for  e\ery  deficiency, 
and  solve  every  material  difficulty  represented' by  your  hon'blc  Board. 

15.  From  the  Resident  at  Midnapore's  letter  to  the  Supravisor  and  the 
accompanying  accounts  you  will  perceive  the  great  increase  of  the  revcnue> 
of  that  province  since  Mr.  Verelst's  appointment.    You  will  also  observe  from 
the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  when  Mr.  Graham's  letter  was  under  consi- 
deration, the  method  in  which  we  propose  conducting  the  business  of  that 
province  and  Jellasore  in  future,  in  order  the  Company  may  receive  the  full 
value  of  the  lands  without  oppressing  the  zemindars  or  distressing  the  land- 
holders, whose  ease  and  happiness  must  ever  be  inseparable  from  the  true 
interest  of  their  masters. 

16.  The  King's  revenues  of  which  we  are  now  the  collectors,  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  will  fall  very  little  short  of  the  sums  specified  in  our  letter  by 
the  Lord  Camden.    In  the  list  packet  we  transmit  genera!  statements  for  the 
present  year  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal  and  Bahar,  the  large  encrease  upon 
which  must  in  great  measure  be  ascribed  to  Mr.  Sykes"  assiduity  and   to 
Mahomed  Reza  Cawn's  profound  knowledge  in  the  business  of  the  finances. 
Without  this  diligence  and  skill  in  the  executive  officers,  all  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  support  the  influence  of  the  Government,  to  enforce  the 
obedience  of  the  zemindars,  and  to  prevent  frauds,  embezzlement  and  depreda- 
tions committed  on  the  revenue  would  fail  to  produce  the  required  effect, 

17.  The  large  investments  which  we  are  enabled  now  to  send  home  by 
means  of  the  supplies  we  remit  to  China,  and  the  cargoes  from  hence  render 
the  revenues  of  this  country  an  object  of  the  utmost  importance  not  only  to 
the  Company  but  to  the  British  nation.    As  these  are  the  only  means  we  can 
at  present  devise  whereby  you  can  enjoy  the  full  fruits  of  His  Majesty's  royal 
grant  of  the  dewanny,  we  shall  continue  to  exert  our  utmost  endeavours  to 
extend  the  investment  every  year  and  we  propose  continuing  to  supply  the 
China  market  with  money  until  your  prohibition  to  the  contrary  shall  arrive 
or  advice  from  the  supra  cargoes  that  they  have  a  superfluity  in  their  hands. 
Inconveniences  will  undoubtedly  attend  this  annual  exportation  of  treasure 
but  when  we  reflect  on  the  great  addition  already  made  to  the  current  specie 
of  the  country  by  the  gold  coinage  and  likewise  that  even  should  your  sales 
fall,  yet  will  every  encrease  of  your  investment  prove  so  much  actual  money 
remitted  to  your  coffers  ;  we  are  inclined  to  believe  this  the  most  eligible 
system  that  can  be  pursued  at  present.    We  arc  farther  to  consider  that  whilst 
foreign  nations  are  providing  their  investments  with  money  borrowed  at  a 
high  premium,  you  are  only  sending  home  in  goods  the  surplus  of  an  immense 
revenue  which  may  truly  be  regarded  as  so  much  clear  gain  to  the  Company 
and  to  the  nation, 

18.  But  this  great  and  national  object  is  not  to  be  secured  and  perpetuat- 
ed without  your  unremitting  attention  to  our  military  establishment,  and 
maintaining  a  force  proportioned  to  the  risk  incurred  by  the  extension  of  your 
influence  and  possessions,    The  dismission  of  the  Nabob's  useless  military 
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rabble  and  of  those  troops  kept  up  by  the  rajahs  and  phougedars  in  their 
several  districts  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  collections,  hath  obliged  us 
to  raise  eight  battalions  of  independent  sepoys  ;  so  that  notwithstanding  the 
2;reat  number  of  recruits  sent  out  this  year  from  England,  notwithstanding  the 
"liberal  supply  of  troops  granted  by  your  Presidency  at  Fort  St.  George,  so 
general  was  the  mortality  on  board  the  transports,  so  great  the  loss  from  the 
Ftihnoulh's  misfortune,  and  so  fatal  the  effects  of  the  late  unhealthy  season, 
that  \vc  cannot  avoid  being  alarmed  at  the  extraordinary  disproportion  of 
numbers  between  your  European  and  black  infantry.  The  very  signal 
instance  of  fidelity  and  attachment  exhibited  by  the  sepoys  during  the  late 
mutiny  of  the  officers  might  indeed  be  sufficient  to  quiet  our  apprehensions 
and  remove  all  suspicion  of  their  conduct  if  experience  [of]  the  preceding  year 
of  their  dangerous  insolence  and  turbulent  spirit  had  not  evinced  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  the  black  troops  in  awe  and  subjection. 

19.  We  therefore  most  earnestly  request  that  you  will  try  every  possible 
means  to  complete  the  European  infantry  to  the  number  specified  in  our 
address  by  the  Admiral  Stevens ;  and  that  effectual  measures  may  be  taken 
to  prevent  crowded  ships,  to  dispatch  your  recruits  at  an  early  season,  and  to 
guard  against  the  infamous  practices  of  owners,  husbands,  and  officers  of  ships, 
whereby  the  lives  are  sacrificed  of  hundreds  of  men  whose  services  would  be 
valuable  to  the  nation,  and  altogether  invaluable  to  the  Company. 

20.  In    the   letters    from    the    Public    Department,    your    Council   have 
frequently  expressed  their  wishes  that  you  would  comply  with  the  Military 
Storekeeper's  indents  for  hats  and  shoes.     We  now  make  it  the  request  of  this 
Committee  that  the  brigades  may  in  future  be  fully  supplied  with  articles  so 
essential  to  a  soldier's  cloathing  and  which  are  not  to  be  procured  here  in  a 
sufficient  quantity  at  any  price. 

21.  At  the  same  time  we  beg  leave  once  more  to  repeat  the  necessity 
of  your  pursuing  the  most  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
fire  arms  and  amunirion  to  any  part  of  India.    It  is  not  sufficient  that  we 
guard  against  this  illicit  and  perhaps  fatal  trade  at  your  Presidencies  of  Fort 
St.  George  and  Fort  William  unless   the  same   care   be  taken   at  Bombay, 
Bencoolen  and  your  factories  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  since  the  arms  imported 
at  those  places  are  soon  conveyed  in  country  vessels  and  other  means  to  the 
most  remote  parts  of  Indostan. 

22.  The  accompanying  duplicate  of  our  letter  by  the  Lord  Camden  will 
advise  you  of  the  prospect  w7e  then  enjoyed  of  uninterrupted  peace  and  tran- 
quillity in  Bengal.    Nor  is  this  prospect  more  visionary  and  remote  notwith- 
standing the  King  has  plied  every  engine  of  state  artifice  and  deceit  to  disturb 
the  repose  of  the  empire  by  arming  for  the  purposes  of  his  wild  ambition,1 
a  power,  who  in  a  short  time  would  shake  the  foundation  of  his  throne  and 
deprive  him  of  that  independent  and  comfortable  revenue  which  he  now 
possesses  for  the  support  of  his  dignity.    Disappointed  in  the  King's  promises 
of  assistance  from  us,  the  Mahrattas  have  ever  since  remained  seemingly 
irresolute  how  they  shall  act  at  some  distance  from  the  frontier  of  the  Korah 
province,  which,  was  ceded  to  His  Majesty  last  year  by  treaty.    They  have- 
not  attempted  to  molest  the  King,  our  ally  Soujah  Dowlah,  or  us  ;  yet  for  the 
greater  security,  we  have  directed  the  2ncl  arid  3rd  Brigades  to  march  towards 
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the  Caramnassa  to  support  Sujah  Dowlali  if  he  should  require  our  assistance 
and  to  confirm  that  terror  of  our  arms  with  which  the  Maiirattas  seem  alreadv 
to  be  so  strongly  Impressed.  This  motion  we  expect  \\i\\  produce  the  full 
effect,  without  striking  a  blow. 


23.  We  learn  with  great  satisfaction  by  the  latest  advices  from  the 
that  all  differences  with  Nizam  AH  are  likely  to  he  removed,  should 
desirable  event  take  place,  we  hope  to  concert  a  plan  of  operations  \uih  the 
Presidencies  of  Madras  and  Bombay,  which  will  effectually  prevent  our  belntr 
molested  in  future  by  the  Mahrattas,  by  obliging  them  to"  confine  their  whole 
attention  to  the  preservation  of  what  they  now  possess.     At  present  they  arc 
the  only  power  who  can  excite  disturbances  in  Bengal  nor  have  me  anything 
further  than  a  mere  temporary  interruption  to  our  collections  to  apprehend 
even  from  them,  since  with  our  well  disciplined  numerous  army,  \\e  mav  bid 
defiance  to  the  most  powerful  force  of  the  country  that  can  be  assembled  in 
the  field. 

24.  Having  maturely  considered  your  orders  conveyed  in  paragraph  39 
of  your  General  Letter  by  the  Lord  Camden,  we  entirely  agree  in  opinion  that 

the  Government  hath  undoubted  right  10  oblige  the  Inhabitants  to  con- 
tribute their  proportion  of  the  cxpences  necessary  to  the  security  of  the  settle- 
ment, but  as  not  only  the  propriety  of  such  an  assessment  but  even  our  power 
of  levying  taxes  hath  been  questioned,  and  this  proposal  already  rejected  in 
the  Consultations  of  the  Board  in  the  year  1762,  we  choose  to  avoid  rent-nine 

.  o 

It  at  a  juncture  when  the  affluence  of  the  Company  renders  It  unnecessary  and 
when  such  an  exertion  of  authority  might  possibly  revive  discontent  and 
rekindle  those  sparks  of  sedition  which  have  been  so  recently  suppressed.  To 
admit  of  a  certainty,  they  are  thoroughly  extinguished  :  however,  lest  It  should 
hereafter  be  thought  expedient  to  assess  the  Inhabitants  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned or  for  any  other  measure  of  the  Government,  we  could  wish  10  recom- 
mend that  you  would  please  to  consult  the  learned  in  the  law.  how  far  the 
authority  of  your  Governor  and  Council  acting  here  as  your  representatives, 
extends  over  the  property  of  the  Inhabitants  living  under  their  protection. 

25.  You  will  observe  from  our  proceedings  that  Air.  Rurnbold's  appoint- 
ment to  a  seat  at  the  Board  with  the  standing  he  held  at  your  Presidency  of 

O  *  .« 

Fort  St.  George  was  considered  by  Messrs,  Aldersey,  Kelsall  and  Floyer  as  an 
injury  to  themselves  and  a  supercession  which  their  conduct  at  the  Board 
no  way  justified.  At  the  same  time  we  confess  the  merit  of  these  gentlemen, 
we  must  observe  that  the  Injury  would  ha\e  been  still  greater  to 
Mr.  Rumbold  had  he  been  denied  that  rank  In  Council  to  which  he  was 
entitled  by  faithful  services.  Our  objection  was  not  to  him,  but  to  a  selection 
from  this  establishment  which  we  conceived  would  serve  only  to  aggravate 
the  general  discontent  and  we  therefore  gave  him  assurances  at  the  time  that 
his  supercession  would  be  temporary.  With  the  Committee's  declaration  that 
such  assurances  had  been  given,  we  are  of  opinion  the  Madras  gentlemen 
might  have  remained  satisfied,  until  the  sentiments  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
could  be  received  ;  since  it  is  evident  we  were  reduced  bv  necessity  to  tills 

*  * 

measure    without    intention    of    Injuring    or    In    any    degree    superceding 

Mr.  Rumbold,  whose  services  to  the  Company  both  in  a  civil  and  military 
capacity  so  deservedly  entitle  him  10  an  exemption  from  every  indignity. 
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26.  The  Public  Department  will  advise  you  of  Mr.  Sumner's  resignation 
and  of  his  having  taken  his  passage  on  this  ship.    We  shall  not  proceed  to 
fill  up  the  vacancy  his  departure  has  occasioned  in  the  Committee,  until  his 
Lordship  is  able  to  attend  to  business. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

Your   most   faithful   humble    servants, 
Fort  William,  (Signed)  Give  /  H.  Verelst  /  John 

the  5th  December  1766.  Carnac. 

Supplement 

27.  We  had  just  closed  the  foregoing  letter  when  we  w^ere  favoured  with 
vour  advices  by  the  Mercury  packet  which  imported  at  Vizagapatam  the  21st 
day  of  November  last,  from   whence  her   dispatches   were   conveyed  to   us 

# 

overland. 

28.  Your  Select  Committee  now  receive  with  the  most  grateful  acknow- 
ledgements those  testimonies  of  general  approbation  you  are  pleased  to  bestow 
on  their  proceedings,  and  that  extension  of  their  powers  which  shall  never  be 
exercised  but  with  a  view  of  promoting  the  honor  and  interest    of    their 
employers. 

29.  Our  President  Lord  Clivc  being  at  present  indisposed,  wre  think  it 
adviseable  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  your  orders,  until  his  Lordship 
shall  be  able  to  attend  our  meetings,  which  can  be  productive  of  no  incon- 
venience as  another  ship  will  proceed  directly  for  Europe  very  soon  after  the 
Cruttenden. 

Fort  William,  (Signed)  Clive  /  H.  Verelst  /  John 

the  9th  December  1766.  Carnac. 
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LETTER  DATED   12  DECEMBER   1766 

Clive  declines  due  to  reasons  of  health  to  continue  another  year  in  India — 
review  of  affairs  in  Bengal — achievements  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection — 
restoration  of  discipline  among  civil  and  military  servants — moderation  of  the 
English  in  dealing  with  Indian  powers. 

w 

1  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  &c,  &c. 

Gentlemen, 

L    I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letters  of  the  2nd  and  17th  of 

J 

May  earnestly  requesting  my  continuance  in  the  Government  another  year. 

Mv  family  concerns  and  parliamentary  interest  important  as  they  are,  should 

•t  *  1^  i  j 
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not  make  me  hesitate  to  comply  with  a  request  which  does  me  to  much 

if  the  situation  of  your  affairs  demanded  my  longer  service  or  if  the 
which  suggested  to  you  the  desire  of  my  remaining  here  were  actually  now 
existing.  The  very  weak  condition,  however,  to  which  a  severe  billions  divider 
has  reduced  me  requires  my  immediate  return  to  Europe.  It  is  now  a.  month 
since  [  have  been  in  so  deplorable  a  state  of  health,  as  to  be  wholly  unable 
to  attend  to  business  and  it  is  past  a  doubt  that  I  cannot  survive  the  malignity 
of  this  climate  another  year.  Thus  useless  as  I  am  become  to  the  Company 
and  without  the  least  prospect  of  recovery  in  Bengal,  I  cannot  doubt  you  will 
concur  with  me  in  the  opinion  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  returning  to  my 
native  country. 

2.  The  faithful  view  which  I  will  now  lav  before  you  of  the  situation  of 

<i  j 

your  affairs,  will  moreover  convince  you  thai  the  consequences  of  which  you 
are  apprehensive  after  my  departure,  cannot  in  all  human  probability  happen, 
and  that  every  material  object  of  my  expedition  is  fully  accomplished, 

3.  Agreeably  to  my  advices  of  the  1st  February  and  20th  of  March,  a 
Committe  of  Inspection  has  been  appointed  for  examining  into  the  state  of 
every  department,  and  for  the  establishing  the  necessary  rules  and  orders 
for  a  general  reformation.    This  Committee  hath  fully  answered  my  inten- 
tion.   Your  servants,  civil  and  military,  are  no  longer  at  a  loss  for  an  exact 
definition  of  their  respective  duties.    The  new  regulations  are  now  in  force* 
and  in  a  few  weeks  will  be  firmly  established. 

4.  The  licentious  spirit  of  opposition  and  extravagancy,  so  justly  com- 
plained of  in  your  civil  servants,  is  now  entirely  subdued.    The  gentlemen 
are  reduced  to  act,  and  likewise  to  think  reasonably.    Perfect  harmony  now 
reigns  throughout  the  settlement,  and  all  childish  resentments  are  at  an  end. 
Nothing  remains  to  be  apprehended  but  what  may  result  from  the  extreme 
youth  of  the  majority  of  your  servants  :  and  this  might  have  been  effectually 
obviated  before  my  departure  had  sufficient  power  been  vested  in  die  Select 
Committee  or  in  me  to  appoint  some  of  the  most  able  or  disinterested  of  the 
free  merchants  of  this  establishment  and  to  require  the  assistance  of  four 
or  five  other  gentlemen  from  Madras, 

5.  We  have  not  only   overcome   the  most  formidable   and  dangerous 
mutiny  that  ever  happened  in  this  or  any  other  country  but  by  example  made 
of  the  ringleaders  and  more  especially  by  obliging  every  officer  in  your  army 
to   execute  a  contract  for  three  years  service,  have  given  a  stability  and 
security  to  your  military  establishment  which  it  never  had  before.    It  is  upon 
the  best  founded  confidence  I  assert,  the  East  India  Company  was  never  so 
truly  secure  as  at  present,  against  military  ambition  and  encroachment  ;  never 
before  have  discipline,  good  order  and  subordinadon  been  so  fully  confirmed  ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  a  relaxation  of  your  orders  at  home  and  a  new 
degeneracy  of  your  Governor  and  Council  abroad  are  the  only  probable,  I 
might  almost  say,  possible  evils  that  can  shake  the  prosperity  of  your  affairs 
in  Bengal. 

6.  Our  generosity  of  conduct  in  restoring  to  Suja  Dowlah  ail  Ms  domi- 
nions after  he  had  been  reduced  by  conquest  to  the  very  lowest  ebb  of  fortune  ; 
the  regard  we  have  manifested  to  the  King  s  support  and  dignity,  by  paying 
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him  regularly  that  tribute  which  was  never  paid  to  former  Moguls,  excepting 
in  their  plenitude  of  power  and  authority,  our  resolving  to  pay  the  Mahrattas 
their  chout :  these  instances  of  our  moderation  and  disinterestedness  added 
to  the  uninterrupted  success  of  our  arms  have  set  our  equity  and  courage  in 
so  fair  a  point  of  view  that  all  the  neighbouring  powers  solicit  our  friendship 
and  alliance.  Upon  us  they  depend  for  protection  against  any  disturbers  of 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time  are  under  no  apprehensions 
from  our  bravery  because  they  are  fully  convinced  that  our  ambition  extends 

rf  -  ** 

not  beyond  the  maintenance  of  our  present  possessions,  and  that  one  of  our 
first  principles  of  government  is  justice. 

7.  This  being  the  true  state  of  affairs  lo  what  purpose  should  I  continue 
longer  in  a  climate  which  would  certainly  prove  fatal  to  me?  At  the  end  of 
another,  and  another  year,  I  could  not  leave  your  concerns  in  better  hands, 
nor  on  a  more  prosperous  footing  than  I  clo  nowr.  I  shall  leave  in  the  chair 
the  man  I  always  wished  to  be  mv  successor,  a  man  whose  inflexible  inte- 

*>  •* 

grity  and  steadiness  are  to  be  securely  relied  on,  and  I  will  use  my  utmost 
endeavors  to  leave  with  him  a  well  chosen  Committee  and  to  inspire  into  all 
the  members  of  the  Council  my  ideas  and  zeal  for  the  service.  If  the  principles 
of  all  your  servants  be  not  such  as  we  wish  they  were,  the  service  must  suifer, 
nor  will  it  be  in  my  power  to  apply  a  remedy  any  farther  than  by  offering  you 
my  advice  at  home.  Every  thing  has  been  already  done  here  that  could  be 
effected  by  me,  the  full  completion  of  the  great  and  salutary  work  of  reforma- 
tion must  be  performed  by  yourselves.  And  you  may  be  assured  I  shall  at 
all  times  be  equally  ready  in  England  as  in  India  to  give  every  instance  of  my 
zeal  for  the  Company's  interest,  in  gratitude  to  a  service  from  whence  I  derive 
my  fortune  and  my  honors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

Calcutta,  most  humble  servant. 

the  12th  December   1766.  (Signed)  Clive. 
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LETTER  DATED   13  DECEMBER   1766 

Shipping  news 

I  O  die  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon'blc  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honorable  Sirs, 

1.  Since  closing  our  general  advices  by  this  ship  we  have  the  pleasure 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commands  dated  the  17  May  by  the  Mercury 
snow  which  arrived  at  Vizagapatam  the  21st  of  last  month  from  whence  the 
packet  was  immediately  dispatched  to  us  overland,  and  the  vessel  was  to 
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remain  there  a  few  days  onlv  to  clean  and  take  in  die  ntxessurv  refrebliiiii:n:> 

*  <r  » 

before  she  prosecuted  her  voyage  against  the  north  cast  monsoon. 

2.  We   are  in   consequence  of   your   information   taking   the   necessary 
measures  for  discovering  whether  any  and  what  illicit  trade  has  been  received 
on  board  the  P/Vof.    You  may  be  assured  that  vour  orders  shall  be  strktlv 

O  #  *  •• 

enforced,  and  that  we  shall  not  fail  to  communicate  to  you  the  result  of  OUT 
enquiries  by  the  very  first  opportunity. 

3.  By  advices  from  Fort  Marlborough  dated  the  27th  of  July  we  learn 
that  the  Grosvenor  arrived  there  from  Canton  the  30th  of  March,  and  \va.- 
dispatched  for  England  the  19th  of  April :  also  that  the  Speke  imported  there 
the  30th  of  June,  and  received  her  dispatches  for  China  the  5th  July.    They 
also  mention  the  arrival  of  the  Htaannah  and  Haw  he  from  England  who  met 
near  the  Straits  of  Sunda  with  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Plassey,  Prince 
Wales  and  Deptford, 


4.  The  gentlemen  at  that  Presidency  also  inform  us  that  the  Ru\al 

o  «  *•  ™~ 

Captain  Skottowe  returned  diither  from  Benjar  the  15th  July,  not  meeting 
with  any  success  in  the  business  he  was  sent  upon,  that  she  was  to  be  dis- 
patched in  September  for  Bombay  and  in  her  way  to  call  at  Batavia  in  order 
to  assist  if  necessary  in  transporting  to  the  Malabar  Coast  the  detachment  of 
sepoys  arrived  there  from  Solo  upon  the  Palty,  Captain  Dodwell,  who  had 
been  purposely  dispatched  by  the  gentlemen  at  Madras  last  year,  and  losing 
his  passage  in  his  return,  had  put  in  at  Bataua  in  a  bad  condition. 

5.  The  President  and  Council  at  Madras  write  us  under  date  the  13th 
October  that  the  monsoon  being  set  in  they  had  determined  to  order  the 
Camden  to  Merguy  to  avoid  the  month  of  November  and  to  return  to  the 
Coast  early  in  December  to  be  dispatched  for  Europe. 

6.  We  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  since  closing  our  former 
dispatches  by  this  ship,  Lord  Clive  is  considerably  mended  in  his  health, 

We  are 

Honorable  Sirs 

Fort  William,  Your  faithful  humble  servants, 

13th  December  1766.  (Signed)    3EL    Verelst  / John    Carnac/ 

[Original  per  Cruttcnden  Claud    Russell     /     H.    Watts     /     \V '. 

Duplicate  per  Brittannia\  Aldersey  /  Thos.  Keisail  /  CKas.  Floyer. 
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LETTERS  FROM  COURT 

No.  1—8  February  1764 

1.  Major  John  Carnac    (p.  3) — He,  along  vith  three  oilier  member^ 

of  the  Fort  William  Board,  vis.  Peter  Amyatt,  John  Johnstone  and  William 
Hay,  was  dismissed  in  February  1764  on  account  of  insubordinate  behaviour 
while  Vansittart  was  negotiating  an  agreement  with  Mir  Qasim  on  private 
trade.  The  orders  for  his  dismissal  were,  however,  revoked  a  couple  of 
months  later  in  consideration  of  *  his  gallant  behaviour  and  good  services  * 
in  the  engagement  with  Mir  Qasira. 

2.  Mirza  Doud  (p.  3) — .Mirza  Daud  was  the  son-in-law  of  Miran  (Mir 
Jafar's  son).    He  was  imprisoned  by  Mir  Qasini  but  in  1762  he  escaped  and 
Mr.  Batson,  Chief  of  Cossirnbazar,  was  blamed  for  allowing  his  servant  to 
give  shelter  to  him.    Batson   denied   the   charge   and  declared  that  Mir 
Qasim's  officials  were  free  to  seize  the  Mirza.    Imperial  Record  Department, 
Calendar  of  Persian  Correspondence,  Vol.  L  pp.  167-9. 

3.  inland  private  trade  (p.  4J — The  imperial  far  man  of  1717  co\ercd 

the  E.  I.  Company's  import  and  export  trade  only.  The  servants  of  the 
Company,  however,  arrogated  to  themselves  the  right  to  duty-free  inland 
trade  as  well.  After  1757  they  boldly  traded  not  only  in  goods  designed  for 
exportation  but  also  in  other  articles  such  as  salt,  betel-nut  and  tobacco. 

4.  dusticks  (p.  7) — Dastaks  or  passports  were  issued  by  the  Governor 

of  Fort  William  or  the  chiefs  of  English  factories,  exempting  the  goods  of 
the  Company  or  of  their  servants  from  payment  of  duties. 

5.  endeavours  of  President  Vansittart  to  form  a  plan  (p.  Sj — Vansit- 
tart had  proposed  to  his  Council  an  agreement  with  the  Nawab  of  Bengal 
to  the  effect  that  in  respect  of  the  inland  trade  a  uniform  custom  duty  of 
9%  should  be  collected  from  the  Company's  servants  and  all  other  traders. 

No.  3—22  February  /764 

1.  to  purchase  slaves  at  Madagascar  for  the  service  of  Fort  Marl- 
borough  Presidency  (p.  11)— -Slavery  was  common  during  this  period,  and 
in  Madras  and  Calcutta  there  were  regular  slave  markets.    The  number  of 
negroes  annually  shipped  from  Africa  was  round  about  70,000.    H,  D.  Love, 
Vestiges  of  Old  Madras,  Vol.  I,  pp.  545-6 ;  Peter  Auber,  An  Analysis  of  ike 
Constitution  of  the  East  India  Company,  pp.  689-700. 

2.  Ballasore  Road  (p.  14)— Balasore  was  the  first  place  occupied  by 

the  English  in  eastern  India.  They  established  a  permanent  factory  there  in 
1651.  The  town  owed  its  importance  to  the  safety  of  its  roadstead  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Ganges,  which  enabled  sea-going  ships  to  unload  their  cargoes 
into  smaller  vessels  for  transport  up  the  Hooghly.  As  the  river  became  more 
familiar  to  European  pilots  the  importance  of  Balasore  declined. 
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3.  Capt.  Henry  Wedderburn   (p.  15) — A  free  mariner  in  Bengal  he 
served  as  a  militia  officer  during  the  siege  of  Calcutta  in   1756.    He  was 
appointed  Mastei  Attendant  in  1758,  but  held  that  post  for  a  short  time.    In 
the  following  year  he  served  against  the  Dutch  at  Chandernagore,  after 
which,  he  became  captain  of  a  trading  vessel.    In  1763,  he  raised  a  company 
of  volunteers  against  Mil  Qasim  and  commanded  it  up  to  the  close  of  opera- 
tions in  1765.    He  was  Master  Attendant  from  1769  till  his  death  in  1777. 

4.  King's  warren    (p.  15) — Originally    an    old    name   for    the    site   of 
Woolwich  Arsenal  in  England,  'warren5  later  acquired  the  general  meaning 
of  place  or  park  where  arsenal  is  tried  and  tested. 

5.  Nundcomar    (p.   18) — Nandakumar  was  a  persona  -non  grata  with 
Mir  Qasim  during  whose  regime  he  was  imprisoned  on  account  of  carrying 
on  treasonable  correspondence  with  the  French  as  also  with  Kamgar  Khan, 
zamindar  of  Narhat  and  Sheo  Bhat,  Maratha  governor  of  Orissa.    On  being 
restored  to  the  masnad  of  Bengal  in  1763  Mir  Jafar  appointed  him  as  his 
Diwan  and  entrusted  to  him  all  the  power  of  the  State.    Nandakumar  held 
that  office  under  Najmud-Daulah  as  well,  but  the  Company  had  no  faith 
in  him  in  consequence  of  which  he  could  not  wield  much  power.    C.P.C., 
I,  pp.  67,  256,  391-2. 

6.  Ramchum    (p.  18) — Ramcharan   was    Durlabhram's     agent.     As    a 
result  of  Nandakumar's  false  allegations  he  was  confined  for  some  time  on 
suspicion   of  being   connected  with   the   correspondence   carried   on   with 
Karngar  Khan  to  the  detriment  of  the  interests  of  the  Company  and  Nawab 
Mir  Qasim. 

7.  Coja  Petruse    (p.  18) — Khwaja  Petrus  Arratoon  was  a  very  influen- 
tial Armenian  merchant  who  had  been  residing  in  Calcutta  since  1748.    He 
rendered  timely  assistance  to  the  English  by  secretly  supplying  them  with 
provisions  when  they  had  taken  refuge  in  their  ships  at  Falta  after  the  fall 
of  Fort  William  in  June  1756.    He  was  afterwards  employed  by  Clive  as  a 
confidential  agent  in  negotiations  with  Mir  Jafar  for   the   overthrow  of 
Sirajud-Daulah.    His  services  were  again  utilised  in  1760  when  it  was  found 
expedient  to  replace  Mir  Jafar  by  Mir  Qasim.    Petrus  was,  however,  suspect- 
ed to  have  been  a  spy  for  Mir  Qasim  during  the  memorable  campaign  of 
October  1763  and  was  seized  as  such  and  ill-treated,  but  he  finally  convinced 
the  Government  of  his  innocence  and  unshaken  loyalty  to  the  British  cause. 
He  died  in  1778,  aged  fifty-three  years.    M.  J.  Seth,  'Khojah  Petrus,  the 
Armenian    Merchant-Diplomat',    Indian    Historical    Records    Commission 
Proceedings,  Vol.  XI,  pp.  151-67. 

8.  Rajah  of  Meekly  (p.  19) — Meckley  is  one  of  the  old  names  of  the 
Manipur  State.    In    1762,  Jai   Singh   who   was   its    de  facto   raja,   sought 
British   military   assistance   against   the   Burmese    and   in   return    offered 
among  other  facilities  rent-free  land  for  setting   up   an  English  factory 
and  fort  at  Manipur  and  permission  for  duty-free  trade  there.    This  gave 
the  British  an  opportunity  of  contracting  an  alliance  with  Jai  Singh  which 
might  open  a  road  to  them  for  obtaining  reparation  from  the  Burmese  for 
the   repeated   ill-treatment  of  the  factory  at  Negrais.    The  Fort  William 
Board,  therefore,  decided  on  11  October  1762  to  depute  for  the  time  being 
only  6  companies  of  sepoys,  mainly  to  familiarise  themselves  with  Burma, 
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with  specific  instructions  not  to  commence  hostilities  without  the  Board's 
orders.  The  British  detachment  left  Chittagong  for  Manipur  in  January 
1763,  but  could  not  make  much  headway  owing  to  rain  and  disease  and  even- 
tually returned  to  Bengal.  A.  F.  M.  Abdul  Ali,  'Notes  on  the  Early  History 
of  Manipur1,  7.  H.  R.  C.  Proceedings,  Vol.  V,  pp.  119-24. 

9.  Mr.  Amphlet's    (p.  19) — Thomas  Amphlett  was  the  Chief  Engineer 
and  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Works.    He  was  obliged  to  resign  the 
charge  of  the  works  at  Fort  William  in  October  1762  due  to  ill-health.    A 
few  months  later  he  was  appointed  Resident  at  Murshidabad. 

10.  fortifying    Chittagong    (p.  20) — Mr.    Plaistecl    surveyed    the   coast, 
creeks,  rivers,  islands,  etc.  near  Chittagong  in  1761  and  submitted  his  plan 
for  fortification  which  was  later  rejected  by  the  Court.    C.  R.  Wilson,  Old 
Fort  William  in  Bengal,  Vol.  II,  pp.  162,  164-5. 

1 1 .  Capt.  Fleming  Martin  (p.  20}-— He  took  charge  of  the  construction 
of  the  New  Fort  in  Calcutta  on  S  October  1764.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Lt.  Col.  in  1768  and  appointed  Commandant  of  the  Artillery 
Battalion. 

12.  Burdwan  province    (p.  21)— Together  with  Midnapoie  and  Chitta- 
gong, it  was  ceded  to  the  Company  by  Mir  Qasim  on  his  accession  as  the 
Nawab  of  Bengal  in  1760. 

13.  Restitution  Fund    (p.  25)— Created  in  1757  out  of  the  money  given 
bv  Mir  Jafar  towards  payment  of  compensation  for  losses  suffered  during 
the  sack  of  Calcutta. 

14.  reserved  commission  (p.  26)— See  paragraph   67  of  the  letter  to 
Court  dated  26  November  1764. 

15.  legacies  given  by  Omichimd  (p.  27)— Omichand  (Amirchand),  the 
famous  Punjabi  merchant  deceived  by  Give,  died  in  December  1758.  Be- 
sides making  provision  for  the  members  of  his  family,  he  left  a  legacy  of 
about  forty-two  lakhs  of  rupees  for  the  support  of  the  Sikh  gurus.  Hazari 
Mai,  his  brother-in-law  and  close  business  associate,  was  the  principal  exe- 
cutor of  the  will.  There  was  no  provision  in  the  will  for  any  charities  in 
England.  But  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  Governor  and  Council  Hazari 
Mai  made  unauthorised  payments  in  that  behalf.  N.  K.  Sinha,  Economic 
History  of  Bengal,  Vol.  I,  pp.  238-44. 

16  West  Coast  (p.  29)— West  Coast  of  Sumatra.  The  E.  1  Company's 
relations  with  Sumatra  date  back  to  1601  when  Capt.  Lancaster,  of  the  Com- 
pany's first  ship  to  the  East  Indies,  entered  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
the  king  of  Achin.  To  compensate  for  losses  in  Java,  a  factory  was  set 
up  at  Benkulen  in  1686-7,  subordinate  to  Madras.  It  held  out  great  pro- 
mise for  the  future,  so  in  1702  it  was  made  a  separate  Presidency,  mz.  Fort 
Marlboroueh  Presidency.  This  was  an  unwise  step  because  in  course  ot 
time  the  governing  council  got  so  embroiled  in  local  politics  that  it  was 
driven  to  seek  refuge  aboard  the  ships.  Luckily  the  natives  dreading  the 
Dutch  more  allowed  resettlement  in  1721.  The  establishment  was  captured 
by  the  French  during  the  Seven  Year's  War  but  abandoned  before  long. 
R  Grant,  History  of  the  East  India  Company. 
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17  William  Ellis's  conduct  (p.  34)-William  Ellis  was  the  chief  of 
Patna  Factory  A  man  of  violent  temper,  he  was  a  bitter  enemy  of  Vansit- 
tart  and  in  constant  disputes  with  Mir  Qasim's  servants  _At  the  time  the 
letter  was  written  by  the  Court  he  was  already  dead,  being  killed  in  the 
Patna  massacre  in  October  1763. 

4__23  March  1764 

I      Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace   (p.  36)— Treaty  of  Paris  concluded  in 
February  1763  between  Great  Britain  and  France  at  the  end  of  the  Seven 

Years'  War. 

No.  6—9  May  1764 

1.  Lord  dive  .  .  .  Jagfiire  (p.  43)— In  1763  the  Directors  had  stop- 
ped payment  to  Clive  on  account  of  his  jagir,  but  subsequently  they  passed 
the  resolution  mentioned  here  as  they  wished  to  make  use  of  his  services 
again.  In  1766  they  extended  the  period  of  payment  up  to  1785. 

No.  7—76  May  1764 

1.  sailed  the  [.  .  .  .]  instant  (p.  44)— The  logbooks  of  the  Success  and 
the  Fort  William  begin  from  9  February  and  17  February  1764,  respectively. 
The  precise  date  of  their  sailing,  however,  cannot  be  ascertained.    India 
Office,  List  of  Marine  Records. 

2.  military  system  .  .  .  proposed  by  our  President  Lord  Clive  (p.  45)— 
The  plan  was  to  divide  the  Bengal  army  into  three  brigades  of  uniform 
strength  of  European  artillery  and  infantry  and  Indian  cavalry  and  sepoys. 
The  European  cavalry  was  to  be  disbanded,  and  the  men  transferred  to  the 
infantry  and  artillery.    The  artillery  was  to  be  formed  into  four  companies, 
one  to  'each  brigade  and  one  stationed  at  Fort  William.    The  scheme  was 
implemented  in   1765.    George  Forrest.   The  Life  of  Lord  Clive,  Vol.  II, 
p.  290. 

.  8—7  June  1764 

L  Major  Thomas  Adams  (p.  46)— He  took  the  field  against  Mir 
Qasim  in  1763  and  achieved  quick  successes  during  the  campaign.  Start- 
ing, just  after  a  British  reverse,  with  a  few  English  veterans  and  a  hand- 
ful of  sepoys,  he  defeated  one  of  the  Nawab's  generals  at  Katwa,  marched 
on  Murshidabad  and  occupied  it,  won  a  brilliant  victory  at  Gheria,  dislodged 
the  enemy  from  their  position  of  great  strength  at  the  pass  of  Udhua  Nullah, 
and  took  Monghyr.  He  then  marched  on  to  Patna  and  took  it  by  assault. 
The  Nawab,  who  had  fled  from  there  on  the  approach  of  the  English,  was 
pursued  as  far  as  the  boundary  of  Oudh.  Broken  down  by  illness  Adams 
shortly  afterwards  retired  to  Calcutta  where  he  died  on  16  January  1764. 

2.  Brigadier  General  Caillaud  (p.  49)— Originally  of  the  Madras  army, 
John  Caillaud  was  appointed  to  the  chief  military  command  in  Bengal  in 
February  1760.  He  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  defence  of  Bihar  against 
the  Shahzada  in  1760  and  in  setting  up  Mir  Qasim.  He  went  back  to  Madras 
in  1761,  and  became  Brig.  General  in  1763.  He  was  appointed  C.-in-C., 
Madras,  in  1766,  He  resigned  and  returned  to  England  in  January  1767, 
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3.  Major  Richard  Smith  (p.  50)— He  was  appointed  Colonel  2nd 
Bengal  European  Regiment,  in  May  1764.  He  sailed  for  India  with  Clive  In 
June  1764  and  on  his  arrival  in  1765  took  up  Ms  post  at  Allahabad.  He  be- 
came Brig.  General  in  January  1767  and  was  the  C.-in-Q,  Bengal  from  that 
year  till  his  resignation  in  1770. 

4.  Sir  Robert  Barker  (p.  50) — He  received  in   1764  the  local  rank  of 
Colonel  in  the  King's  army,  and  in  1765  that  of  Colonel  of  infantry  In  the 
Company's  service.    He  was  stationed  at  Bankipore  as  Commander  of  the 
3rd  Brigade.    He  was  promoted  as  Brig,  General  in   1770  and  appointed 
C.-in-C.,  Bengal.    He  resigned  his  command  in  December  1773,  for  he  di>- 
approved  of  the  reforms  introduced  in  the  army  by  Warren  Hastings. 

5.  double  batta  (p.  51) — The  normal  field  allowance  (batta)  plus  an 
additional  sum  equal  thereto  granted  by  Mir  Jafar  and  Mir  Qasim  to  the 
Bengal  army  officers  whenever  their  services  were  requisitioned. 

6.  military  department  .  .  .  under  the  direction  of  the  civil  power  of 
the  President  and  Council  (p.  51) — This  was  one  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples underlying  the  early  administrative  system  of  the  Company  in  Bengal, 
repeatedly  emphasized  by  the  Court  of  Directors  in  their  letters  to  Fore 
William. 

7.  deed  of  agreement   (p.  53) — The  agreement  took  place  on  5  May 
1764,  at  a  meeting  of  the  General  Court  of  Proprietors.    Forrest,  op.  cff., 
IL  p.  204. 

8.  deed  for  covenant  t(p.  53) — The  covenant  to  be  entered  into  by  the 

Company's  civil  servants  provided  against  their  accepting  from  Indian 
princes,  chiefs,  etc.  any  presents  In  cash  or  in  kind  except  such  as  were 
permitted  by  the  Company ;  while  that  Intended  to  be  executed  by  ail  the 
military  officers  In  Bengal,  besides  containing  the  same  provision,  empowered 
the  Government  to  send  home  to  Great  Britain  anv  military  officer  who  re- 

*  •> 

signed  or  was  dismissed.  For  the  forms  in  which  the  covenants  were  requir- 
ed to  be  executed  see  William  Bolts,  Considerations  on  India  Affairs, 
Appendix,  pp.  128-33. 

9.     new   treaty    .  .  .    with   Jaffeir   Aly   Cawn    (p.  54}—- This    refers    to 

the  treaty  with  Mir  Jafar  on  his  restoration  on  10  July  1763. 

10.  appoint  a  committee  (p.  55)— Clive  had  desired  to  be  Invested  with 
power  to  overrule  his  Council,  but  the  Directors  were  unwilling  to  allow  him 
such  absolute  powers.  A  compromise  was  arrived  at  whereby  Clive  was  to 
nominate  a  Select  Committee  of  four  with  himself  as  its  President.  Forrest, 
op.  cit.,  n,  p.  204. 

No.  10 — 21  November  1764 

1 .  [.  .  .  Robert  Brooke  .  .  .]  (p.  60)— In  the  Last  of  Marine  Records 
the  ships  shown  against  commanders  Brooke,  Fenner,  Barkley  and  Payne 
are  the  Speke,  the  Grenville,  the  Pacific  and  the  Ponsborne  respectively, 

2.  Council  for  ...  China  (p.  61)—-The  Company's  relations  with 
China  were  purely  commercial  and  confined  to  a  small  factory  in  the  vicinity 

of  Canton,  which  was  merely  a  place  of  seasonal  residence.  The  official 
agents  of  the  Company  were  called  supercargoes  who  constituted  a  body 
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called  the  China  Council.  Four  seniormost  among  them  generally  formed 
the  President  and  Select  Committee,  and  they  were  assisted  in  running  the 
factory  by  the  remaining  supercargoes  and  by  writers.  When  business 
season  was  over  the  supercargoes  used  to  retire  to  the  island  of  Macao. 
Auber,  op.  cit.,  pp.  148-9. 

3.  mutiny  in  the  army  (p.  67) — It  broke  out  on  11  February  1764.    For 

details  see  pages  246-7  and  251-2  ante. 

4.  French  King's  edict  (p.  69)— After  the  Seven  Years'  War  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  French  East  India  Company  (Compagnie  des  hides] 
deteriorated   further,   so   in    1764   its    shareholders    requested   the   French 
Government  that  since  the  primary  responsibility  for  the  stewardship  of 
the  Company  lay  with  it,  it  might   be  freed  from   strict   governmental 
control.    This  led  to  the  issue  of  the  edict  of  1764  by  which  the  control  was 

j 

considerably  relaxed  and  the  direction  of  the  Company  reorganised.  S.  P. 
Sen,  The  French  in  India,  p.  45. 

5.  Isles    of    France    and    Bourbon    (p.  69) — The    Isle    of    France,    or 
Mauritius  as  it  is  now  called,  is  an  island  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  550  miles 
east  of  Madagascar.    It  was  discovered  by  the  Portuguese  in    1507   and 
given  the  name  Cerne.    On  its  occupation  by  the  Dutch  in  1598  its  name 
was.  changed  to  Mauritius.    The  French  occupied  the  island  in  1710  and 
called    it   Isle    of   France.    The   English    to    whom    it    belongs    since    its 
capture  from  the  French  in  1810,  renamed  it  Mauritius. 

The  Isle  of  Bourbon,  now  known  as  Reunion,  is  a  French  island  in 
the  Indian  Ocean,  115  miles  south-west  of  Mauritius  and  350  miles  east  of 
Madagascar,  It  too  was  discovered  by  the  Portuguese.  The  French  took 
it  in  1649,  calling  it  successively  Isle  of  Bourbon,  Reunion  (1798),  Isle 
Bonaparte  (1809),  and  Reunion  again  since  1848.  The  island  was  held  by 
Britain  from  1810  to  1815.  David  Patrick,  Concise  Gazetteer  of  the  World. 

No.  11—75  February  1765 

1.  careful   surveys  .  .  .  agreeable   to    our   orders    (p.  73) — Surveys   of 
the  Hooghly  were  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Master  Attendant.    The  orders 
laid  down  his  duties  and  contained  instructions  in  regard  to  the  organisation 
of  the  Marine  Department, 

2.  Dutch    East    India    Company  .  .   .  saltpetre    and    ophium    trades 

(p.  78) — The  English  East  India  Company  had  obtained  monopoly,  in  Bihar, 
of  saltpetre  trade  in  1757  and  opium  trade  in  1761.  They  permitted  the 
other  European  companies  to  purchase  only  a  limited  quantity  of  these 
commodities.  This  naturally  led  to  constant  friction  between  the  Dutch 
and  the  English.  K.  K.  Datta,  The  Dutch  in  Bengal  and  Bihar,  1740-1825, 
p.  82  ff. 

3.  rule    for    the    observance    of    every    Presidency    (p.    85) — Legally 
speaking^  until  the  enactment  of  the  Regulating  Act  of   1773   the  three 
Presidencies  were  independent  of  one  another,  autonomous  within  their  own 
limits  and  responsible  only  to  the  Company  in  England.    But  in  reality 
there   was    a   good    deal    of   interdependence.    The    Directors,    therefore, 
repeatedly  impressed  upon  them  the  need  for  mutual  help  and  co-operation. 


NOTES 


This  was  one  of  the  most  important  principles  underlying  the  CompanvV 
early  administrative  system.  D.  N.  Banerjee,  Early  Administrative  System 
of  the  East  India  Company  in  Bengal,  Vol.  I,  p.  605  ff. 

4.  two  distinct  departments     (p.  86)—  This  refers  to  departments  for 
commercial  business  and  military  operations. 

5.  Hughley  Captors  (p.  88)—  Hooghly  was  captured  by  die  English  In 
1757.     The  reference  is  to  the  treasury  accounts  of  those  who  fought  in 
this  expedition. 

No.  12—26  April  1765 

1.  Major    Munro    (p.  95)—  Maj.    Hector    Munro    belonged    to    S9ih 
Regiment  of  the  King's  army.    He  tool;  command  of  the  Bengal  armv  in 
May  1764. 

2.  phirmaunds  (p.  97)—-  The   reference  is  to  the  fur  mans  which   the 
Company  obtained  from  the  Emperor  Farrukhsiyar  in  1717,  confirming  its 
privilege  to  carry  on  duty-free  trade  in  Bengal. 

3.  agreement  between  the  Nabob  Meer  JafEict  .  .  .  since  the  treaty 

(p.  97)  —  By  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  Mir  Jafar  agreed  to  compensate  for 
all  private  losses  that  might  be  caused  by  the  Impending  war  with 
Mir  Qasim.  Since  no  specific  amount  was  mentioned,  the  Council  fleeced 
the  Nawab  to  the  maximum.  In  the  draft  treaty  the  restitution  money 

*  « 

stipulated  was  10  lakhs  of  rupees  ;  after  the  treaty  It  was  raised  to  20  lakhs  ; 
and  when  the  Nawab  went  to  Calcutta  to  settle  it,  It  was  further  raised  to 
40  lakhs.  The  final  demand,  however,  was  for  48  lakhs  besides  the  army  and 
navy  donations.  A.  C.  Roy,  The  Career  of  Mir  Jafar  Khan,  pp.  279-90. 

No.  15—24  December  1765 

1.  Rajah's    (p.  121)—  Refers  to  Tilak  Chand  Rai  who  was  the  Raja  of 
Burdwan  from  1744  to  1771. 

2.  coss  (p.  123)  —  Corrupt  form  of  khas  which  as  a  revenue  term  means 
direct  management  of  estates  and  collection  of  revenue  thereof  by  the 
officers  of  government  without  any  intermediate  person  (such  as  a  zamindar 
or   a   village   chief)   between   them   and   the   cultivators.    H.   H.   Wilson, 
A  Glossary  of  Judicial  and  Revenue  Terms. 

3.  Meckley  expedition  (p.    124)—  See  note  on  'Rajah  of  Meekly'  on 
page  484  ante. 

4.  Plaisted    (p.  124)—  Bartholomew  Plaisted,   Surveyor   of  Works,  to 
whom  the  following  plans  and  surveys  are  attributed:  plan  and  survey  of 
the  coast  of  Chittagong  in  1761,  sketch  of  the  coast  In  1761,  and  plan  and 
survey  of  the  Chittagong  River  In  1764.    C.  R.  Wilson,  op.  cit.,  II  p.  164. 

5.  Chittagong  River  (p.  125)—  Presumably  KarnaphuE,  the  most  Im- 
portant river  of  Chittagong.    The  town  of  Chittagong  Is  situated  on  Its 
right  bank  near  the  mouth.    The  river  Is  121  miles  long,  and  navigable 
throughout  the  year  for  most  of  the  distance.    Chittagong  District  Gazetteer. 

6.  the  Tower  (p.  126)—  This  refers  to  the  Tower  of  London  where  an 
assay  office  and  a  mint  were  situated.    The  records  of  the  mint  are  available 
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at   the  Public   Record    Office.   London,    in    the    scries    "Tower    Accounts, 
1606-1837." 

7.  Major  Champion  (p.  129)—  Alexander  Champion  served  in  the 
campaigns  of  1760  in  Bengal  under  Caillaud  and  Carnac.  He  was  second 
in  command  to  Maj.  Munro  in  the  battle  of  Buxar.  Shortly  afterwards  he 
commanded  a  detachment  on  the  Midnapore  frontier.  He  was  C.-in-G, 
Bengal,  in  1774. 


16—2^  December  1765 

1.  treaty  you  have  made  with  him  (p.  133)  —  A  far  man  was  issued  by 
Shah  Alam  on  29  December  1764,  assigning  to  the  Company  the  zamindari 
of  Ghazipur,  Benares,  etc.,  held  by  Raja  Balwant  Singh,  the  Company 
having  undertaken  to  put  Shah  Alam  in  possession  of  the  kingdom  of 
Oudh.    This  farman  has  been  loosely  referred  to  here  as  treaty.    Bolts, 

/  -  * 

op.  at.,  Appendix,  pp.  21-2. 

2.  Sombre  (p.  133)  —  Walter  Reinhardt,  better  known  by  the  sobriquet 
of  Sombre  or  Samru,  was  in  the  service  of  Mir  Qasim  as  commander  of 
two  battalions  of  sepoys  when  at  the  order  of  his  master  he  massacred  a 
large  body  of  English  prisoners   at  Patna  in   October    1763.    Before   the 
arrival  of  the  British  troops   to   avenge   that  foul   deed   Samru   deserted 
Mir  Qasim  with  his  corps  and  entered  the  service  of  Shujaud-Daulah.    In 
the  battle  of  Buxar  fought  between  the  Nawab  Vazir  and  the  English  the 
Nawab  Vazir  was  defeated  and  compelled  to  sue  for  peace,  when  one  of 
the  principal  conditions  insisted  on  by  the  English  was  the  surrender  of 
Samru.    Fearful  of  being  delivered  up  to  the  English  Samru  fled  from 
Lucknow,  and  after  serving  a  number  of  different  masters  he  finally  went 
to  Delhi  where  he  took  service  under  Najaf  Khan,  Shah  Alam's  minister. 
Herbert  Compton,  A  Particular  Account  of  the  European  Military  Adven- 
turers of  Hindustan  from  1784-1803,  pp.  400-5. 

3.  death  of  Jaffier  Aly  Cawn  (p.   137)  —  It  took  place  at  his  capital, 

Murshidabad,  on  5  February  1765. 

4.  acknowledging  his  son  (p.  137)—  On  Mir  Jafar's  death  his  illegiti- 
mate  son   Najmud-Daulah   was    acknowledged   as   Nawab.    The    Council, 
however,  delayed   a  formal  recognition  until  he  signed   the   draft  treaty 
sent  to  him. 

No.  17  —  15  January  1766 

1.  above  ships  sailed  ...[....]  (p.  138)—  The  log-books  of  the 
Hampshire,  the  Lioness  and  the  Cruttenden  begin  from  1,  2  and  14 

November  1765,  respectively.    The  exact  dates  of  sailing  of  the  ships,  how- 
ever, cannot  be  ascertained'.    List  of  Marine  Records. 

No.  19—19  February  1766 

I.  MaBtmid  Reza  Cawn  (p.  146)—  Muhammad  Riza  Khan  was  the 
Naib  at  Dacca  during  the  second  regime  of  Mir  Jafar.  When  about  the 
end  of  1764  he  was  summoned  by  the  Nawab  to  render  account  relating  to 
the  collection  of  revenues  and  to  discharge  the  arrears  which  had  accu- 
mulated, he  refused  to  go  to  "Murshidabad  and  levelled  some  false  allegations 
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against  him.  At  last  at  the  intervention  of  the  Governor  of  Bengal  lie 
agreed  to  submit  the  account  of  the  revenues.  The  Board  appointed 
him  Naib  of  the  Nizamat  on  Mir  Jafar's  death  in  1765.  Xajmud-Daulah 
resented  the  appointment  and  represented  against  it  to  Clive  who  asso- 
ciated Durlabhram  and  Jagat  Seth  with  Muhammad  Riza  Khan  In  the 
superintendence  of  the  new  Nawab's  affairs.  Muhammad  Riza  Khan  was 
later  made  Naib  Diwan  when  the  English  obtained  the  Diizam  of  Bengal, 
Bihar  and  Orissa.  Roy,  op.  cit.,  pp.  257-9  ;  James  Mill.  The  History'  of 
British  India,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  281-2. 

2.  treaty  with  Nazem-o-Dowk     (p.  146^ — For  articles  of  the  treaty  sec 
Bolts,  op,  cit.3  Appendix,  pp.  22-5. 

3.  Mr.    Spencer  (p.   147) — John  Spencert  originally  belonging  to  the 
Bombay  civil  service;  officiated  as  Governor  of  Bengal  from  3  December  1764 
till  the  assumption  of  that  office  by  Lord  Clive  on  3  May  1765.   On  the  hitter's 
insistence  he  was  transferred  back  to  Bombay  and  W.  B.  Sumner  was 
appointed  Second  in  Council.    Spencer's  representation  against  it  was  of 
no  avail.    Shortly  afterwards  he  was  dismissed  for  having  exacted  illegal 
gratification  on  Naj mud-Da ulah's  accession. 

4.  Sultan  of  Xolo   (p.  149') — Another  copv  reads  as  eHo!o*t  ihe  correct 
word,  however,  being  Sulu  which  is  an  archipelago  of   188  mountainous 
islands  stretching  from  Borneo  to  the  Philippines,  with  a  total  area  of  948 
square  miles.    The  Malay-Muhammadan  inhabitants   of  the  archipelago 
were,  as  bold  pirates,  the  terror  of  the  seas,  until  the  Spaniards  conquered 
them  in  1876.    In  1899  the  Sultan  of  Sulu  recognised  tbe  authority  of  the 
United  States.    Patrick,  op.  at. 

5.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  (p.  153) — He  was  appointed  a  writer  at  Madras 
in  1757  and  soon  afterwards  transferred  to  the  army.    He  was  dismissed  for 
writing  an  insolent  letter  to  the  Government  but  reinstated  at  Coote's  inter- 
cession!   He  was  transferred  to  Bengal  in  1763.    In  1765,  he  became  Lt.  Col. 
and  was  placed  in  command  of  the  1st  Brigade  at  Monghyr.    He  was  court- 
martialled  for  his  part  in  the   batta   mutiny  of   1766,  found  guilty  and 
dismissed.    He  was,  however,  reinstated  in  1771  and  sent  back  to  Madras 
where  he  became  C.-in-C.  in  1772. 

6.  Radachurnd  Metre  (p.  161) — Radhacharan  Mitra  was  condemned  to 
death  on  27  February  1765  on  charge  of  forging  a  paper  to  procure  money 
from  Khwaja  Solomon.    The  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  sent  petitions,  praying 
for  mercy  to  the  delinquent.    Due  to  the  slender  evidence  available,  the 
President  interceded  in  favour  of  Radhacharan  whereupon  the  Court  obtain- 
ed His  Majesty's  pardon  for  him.    Home  Public  Consultation,  11  March 
1765,  No.  1 :  Home  Public  Proceedings,  29  January  1766,  pp.  116-9. 

7.  Mr.  John  Zephaniah  Holweli  (p.  162)— -Succeeded  Clive  as  tempo- 
rary Governor  of  Bengal  on  28  January  1760  and  continued  until  Vansittart 
assumed  office  on  27  July  1760.    In  the  beginning  he. was  strongly  in  favour 
of  removing  Mir  Jaf ar,  and  recommended  the  establishment  of  the  Company 
as  the  Subahdar,  but  subsequently  he  supported  the  candidature  of  Mir 
Qasim.    This  change  of  views  is  attributed  to  the  heavy  bribe  of  £30,937 
he  received  from  Mir  Qasim.    Forrest,  op.  at.*  II,  p.  215  ;  Mill,  op.  ol., 
IH,  pp.  257-8. 
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No.  21—2  May  1T66 

1.  unanimous  request  .  .  .  season  in  Bengal  (p.  168) — Clive  declined 
to  comply  with  the  Court's  request  on  grounds  of  ill-health.  For  his  reply 
see  p.  476  ante. 

No.  22—17  May  1766 

1.  amicable  manner  with  .  .  .  Mr.  Law  (p.  172) — Jean  Law  de  Lau- 
riston  on  being  appointed  by  the  French  Government  as  Royal  Commis- 
sioner for  receiving  back  from  the  English  the  French  settlements  in  India 
in  accordance  with  the  Treaty  of  Paris  (1763),  returned  to  India  in  January 
1765,  and  took  possession  of  Karikal,  Pondicherry  and  Chandernagore  along 
with  its  subordinate  factories  including  that  at  Balasore.  (Taking  over  of 
the  Balasore  factory  was  delayed  for  the  reason  mentioned  in  para.  14  on 
p.  349  ante).  The  other  settlements,  viz.  Mahe,  Surat,  Calicut,  Yanam 
and  Masulipatam,  were  also  restored  to  the  French  in  the  course  of  1765. 
Sen,  op.  cit.,  p.  34  ff. 

No.  23—17  May  1766 

1.  Bulwatit  Sing's  joining  us  at  the  time  he  did   (p.    183) — Balwant 
Singh,   Raja  of  Benares   (1739-64,    1765-70),  had   joined   Shah   Alam   and 
Shujaud-Daulah  in  their  invasion  of  Bengal.    After  the  disastrous  battle  of 
Buxar,  however,  he  went  over  to  the  British  camp  and  was  anxious  to  seek 
their  protection  and  to  secure  their  recognition  of  his  zamindari  on  the 
same  terms  on  which  he  had  hitherto  held  it  from  his  liege-lord,  Shujaud- 
Daulah.    By  the  agreement  of  1764  between  Shah  Alam  and  the  Company 
the  overlordship  of  Balwant  Singh's  estates  was  transferred  from  Oudh  to 
the  Company ;  but  the  transfer  was  disapproved  by  the  Court  of  Directors 
and  in  1765  the  control  of  the  estates  was  restored  to  Oudh,  Shujaud-Daulah 
agreeing  to  guarantee  Balwant  Singh  all  those  estates  on  the  condition  of 
his  paying  him  the  same  revenue  as  before.    A.  L.  Srivastava,  Shuja-ud- 
Daulah,  Vol.  I,  pp.  254-7  ;  Vol.  II,  p.  14. 

2.  concessions  in  favour  of  ...  his  country  (p.  183) — This  refers  to 

the  Treaty  of  Allahabad,  1765. 

3.  the  ofHce  and  power  of  the  King's  Dewan    (p.    184) — In    its    letter 
dated  24  January  1767  the  Select  Committee  informed  the  Court  that  the 
functions  of  the  Diwan  were  being  carried  out  according  to  the  latter's 
directions.    Fort  William — India  House  Correspondence,  Vol.  V,  p.  277. 

4.  concurrent    testimonies    of  ...  Mahmud    Reza    Cawn    (p.  187) — 
Muhammad  Riza  Khan  represented  to  Clive  on  23  June  1765  that  the  various 
amounts  given  to  the  members  of  Board  and  others  were  extracted  from 
Najmud-Daulah  and  not  given  voluntarily,  and  that  he  himself  was  only 
acting  as  an  agent  between  the  parties  concerned.    C.P.C.,  I,  pp.  416-7. 

5.  Mongheer  treaty    (p.  189) — At  the  close  of  1762,  Vansittart  visited 
Mir  Qasim  at  his  capital  Monghyr,  and  concluded  an  agreement  with  him 
whereby  English  merchants  were  to  pay  9%  duty  on  the  prime  cost  of  all 
goods  intended  for  private  trade ;  and  disputes  concerning  such  goods  were 
to  be  investigated  and  settled  by  the  Nawab's  officers.    Accusing  Vansittart 


NOTES  49j 

of  collusion  with  the  Naweib,  the  Council  insisted  on  a  right  to  duty-tree 
private  inland  trade  in  all  articles  except  salt,  and  rejected  the  agreement 
K.  K.  Datta,  Studies  in  the  History  of  the  Bengal  Sub  ah.  Vol.  I,  pp.  327-34. 

24—77  May  1766 

1.  the  present  intended  for  General  Carnac  (p.  194)-— Shah  Alam  \\rotc 
to  Lord  Clivc  on  15  September  1765  that  he  proposed  to  give  a  present  of 
two  lakhs  of  rupees  to  General  Carnac  for  his  services  in  driving  out  the 
Marathas  and  restoring  tranquillity  in  the  country.  Home  Public  Consulta- 
tion, 25  September  1765,  No.  7. 

No.  26—27  November  1766 

1.  Joanna  (p.  200)— Johanna,  one  of  the  four  islands  collectively  known 
as  Comoro  Isles,  is  situated  in  the  Mozambique  Channel,  between  Africa 
and  Madagascar.    It  is  also  called  Anjouan.    Patrick,  op.  tit. 

2.  suspend  Mr.  Majendie  (p.  211)— William  Majendie  was  Secretary 
to  the  Fort  William  Board.    He  and  a'  few  others  addressed  a  memorial  to 
the  Court  of  Directors  against  Select  Committees  appointing  four  civilians 
from  Madras  as  members  of  the  Fort  William  Board.    Though  he  was  sus- 
pended for  flouting  the  authority  of  the  Select  Committee,,  he  was  later 
reinstated  by  the  Court  after  a  reprimand,  as  a  result  of  Lord  dive's  recom- 
mendation and  his  own  apologies.    Bauer jee,  op.  cit.,  pp.  210-1. 

3  John  Johnstone  .  .  .  like  offence  (p.  212)-On  Najmud-Daulah's 
accession  Johnstone  had  demanded  a  very  large  sum  of  money  from  him. 
After  a  good  deal  of  wrangling  the  Nawab  gave  two  promissory  notes  for 
Rs   1  00  000  and  Rs.  50,000  payable  to  Johnstone  and  his  brother  respectively 
and  another  note  for  Rs.  4,75,000  to  be  divided  equally  among  Messrs  John- 
stone,   Senior,   Middleton,   Leycester   and  Johnstone's   brother.    C.P.C.,   I, 
p.  416. 

4  Boiackydass  (p.  2I4)-The  factors  at  Dacca  had  borrowed  two  lakhs 
of  rupees  from  the  banker  Bulakidas  Seth  whose  name  later  came  to  be 
associated  with  the  trial  of  Nandakumar.    According  to  Muhammad  Rjza 
Khan,  the  amount  received  by  the  Company  was  Rs.  2,30,000.    Having  failed 
to  get  iustice  in  Bengal,  Bulakidas  sent  an  agent  to  England  to  represent  his 
case  before  the  Directors  who  thereupon  ordered  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  matter.    The  payment  was  finally  made  in  1769     H.  Beverrfge    Tte 
Trial  of  Nanda  Kumar,  p.  1 1  ff  ;  CP.C.,  If  p.  249  ;  Fort  W  ilham-Indut  House 
Correspondence,  Vol.  V,  p.  613. 

>  27—21  November  1766 

1      Chittabroy's  .  -  .  King's    Dcvan    (p.    220>-While   the   Company 
itself  was  the  Drln,  the  actual  adoration  *  ™™  » 
the  hands  of  SHtab  Rai  as  Naib  Dtwan  from  1/65  to  1//2.    His  actnittes 
a  limited  extent,  directed  by  British  supervisors  who  had  an  overall 
no  ^immediate,  control  o^er  the  collections.    Hastings  put  an  end 
the dual  control  by  abolishing  the  office  o£  Naib  Dfaw  and  Shit*  B* 
was  prosecuted  for  peculation.    He  was  later  exonerated. 
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2.  proceedings  ,  .  .  Calcutta    lands   (p.   223) — In  order  to  get  more 
revenue  the  Company's  servants  introduced  a  new  system  in  the  freshly 
acquired    districts    of   24-Parganas    (referred    to   here    as    Calcutta    lands), 
Burdwan  and  Miclnapore.    They  disregarded  the  customary  rights  of  the 
zamindars  and  let  out  their  lands  by  public  auction  for  a  short  term  of 
three  years,    Such  temporary  leases  were  known  as  ijams  and  the  system 
adopted  was  called  the  ijani  system  as  opposed  to  the  zamindari  system. 
This  oppressive  system  was  subsequently  extended  to  the  whole  of  Bengal. 
Roniesh  Dutt,  The  Economic  History  of  India,  Vol.   I,  p.    31   ff  ;   F.  D. 
Ascoli,  Early  Revenue  History  of  Bengal  cV  The  Fifth  Report,  1812,  p.  32. 

3.  Mr.  Floyer   (p.  225) — Charles  Floyer  was  one  of  the  four  civilians 
from  Fort  St.  George  whom  Clive  invited  to  take  seat  in.  the  Council  at  Fort 
William  in  1766.    He  held  at  different  periods  important  posts  such  as  those 
of  Military   Paymaster-General,   Military   Store-Keeper,   Mint   Master   and 
Secretary  to  Select  Committee. 

•i1 

4.  Mr.  Leycester's  minutes  (p.  226) — Ralph  Leycester  was  prosecuted 
in  England  in  1766  for  ''divers  large  sums  of  money,  jewels,  and  other  valu- 
able things,  obtained  from  the  Nabob   (i.e.  Nazm-ud-Dowla)."    Banerjec, 
op.  cit.j  p.  589. 

5.  Mr.  Gray  (p.  226) — Though  he  could  not  be  immediately  compelled 
to  make  restitution  of  the  sums  received  from  Naj mud-Da ulah,  he  had  to 

,  face,  like  Leycester,  a  law-suit  on  that  account  in  England. 
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No.  1—20  February  1764 

L  reduction  of  Madura  (p.  236) — An  English  force  under  Col.  Monson 
was  seat  against  Yusuf  Khan,  the  governor  of  Madura,  in  1763  to  lay  siege 
to  die  town.  Monson  wras  forced  to  raise  the  siege  in  November  but  it  was 
renewed  in  April  1764  under  Maj.  Charles  Campbell  when  the  garrison  was 
obliged  to  surrender  due  to  scarcity  and  discontent  in  the  Khan's  army. 
John  Biddulph,  Stringer  Lawrence,  pp.  111-2. 

2.  death  of  Major  Adams  (p.  237) — In   the   war   against  Mir   Qasim 
Maj.  Thomas  Adams  won  four  brilliant  victories  during  1763,  but  he  was 
so  broken  down  by  illness  that  after  capturing  Patna  and  pursuing  the  Nawah 
as  far  as  the  boundary  of  Oudh  he  retired  to  Calcutta  where  he  died  on 

rt 

16  January  1764. 

3.  Major  Knox  (p.  237)— Maj.-Randfurlie  Knox  was  appointed  Quarter 
Master  General  to  Maj.  Adams's  force  in  July  1763.    He  succeeded  Adams 
in  command  of  the  field  army  in  December  1763t  but  being  in  ill  health  he 
was  obliged  to  hand  over  the  command  to  Capt.  William  Jennings.    He  died 
at  Patna  on  28  January  1764. 

4.  Captain  Archibald  Swinton  (p.  238)— In  the  war  with  Mir  Qasim 
he  was  wounded  during  the  capture  of  Monghyr  and  lost  an  arm  during 
the  siege  of  Patna.    He  raised  at  Midnapore  in  1763  the  10th  battalion  of 
sepoys  which  came  to  be  known  after  him  as  Soolteen-ki-Paltan.    He  was 
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appointed  Persian  Interpreter  to  Carnac  in  January  1765  and  placed  In  charge 
of  the  Harkara  (Intelligence)  Department  with 'die  field  army  in  March 
1765.  He  resigned  and  sailed  for  England  in  January  1766,  carrying  a  letter 
from  Shah  Alam  to  King  George  III. 

5.  directions  the  gentlemen  at  Dacca  had  given  (p.  239 1— The  Dacca 
factory  was  attacked  by  Mir  Qasim's  forces  and  plundered  'in  July  1765. 
Forrest.  o/>.  cit.,  II,  p.  238. 

6.  we  shall  pay  to  Mr.  Van  Sittart  .  .  .  commission    (p.   24U)— Henry 

Vansittart  was  originally  granted,  as  President,  a  commission  of  2}A  per  cent 
on  the  net  annual  revenue  of  the  Company's  lands  in  Calcutta  and  the  24- 
Parganas.  The  Court  of  Directors  not  only  confirmed  this  but  also  granted 
him  a  further  commission  of  2l/2  per  cent  on  net  revenue  from  the  lands 
ceded  by  Mir  Qasim  in  1760.  This  additional  emolument  was  "expressly 
to  be  understood  as  a  distinct  reward  due  to  the  personal  merit  of  Presi- 
dent Vansittart",  and  was  not  to  be  claimed  by  his  successors.  Banerjee, 
op,  cit.,  pp.  134-6. 

No.  2—20  February  1764 

1.  payment  of  the  thirty  lacks  (p.  Z46J — This  refers  to  the  10th  article 
of  Mir  Jafar's  treaty  with  the  Company,  dated  10  July  1763,  by  which  the 
Nawab  agreed  to  pay  '"thirty  lacks  of  rupees  to  defray  all  the  expenses  and 
loss  accruing  to  the  Company  from  the  war  and  stoppage  of  their  invest- 
ment."   Bolts,  op.  cit.,  Appendix,  pp.  16-7. 

2.  Capt.  Jennings  (p.  247) — Capt.  William  Jennings  was  the  comman- 
dant of  the  Bengal  Artillery  from  1758  till  his  death  in  1766.    He  took  part 
in  the  war  with  Mir  Qasim  in  1763  and  succeeded  Maj.  Randfurlic  KHOX 

in  command  of  the  field  army  in  January  1764. 

f        **  . 

3.  those  returning  from  Manilha  (p.  247) — During  the  course  of  the 

Seven  Years'  War  a  British  expeditionary  force  was  sent  from  Madras,  in 
1762,  to  Manila  in  the  Philippine  Islands  then  belonging  to  Spain,  an  ally  of 
France.  The  town  was  captured  within  12  days,  but  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
(1763)  the  colony  was  restored  to  Spain  and  the  troops  withdrawn. 

No.  3—19  March  1764 

1.  Russian  officers,  who  came  out  on  his  ship  (p.  249) — During  the 
Seven  Years"  War  the  Empress  of  Russia  had  requested  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  arrange  for  the  training  of  certain  Russian  officers  in  advanced 
techniques  of  navigation  on  British  war-ships.    But  the  officers  arrived  only 
after  peace  was  concluded,  so  they  were  accommodated  on  the  Company's 
ships  for  their  return  journey.    Home  Public   letter  from   Court,   dated 
6  April  1763. 

2.  Mr.  Graham  (p.  249)— John  Graham  joined  the  Company's  service 
as  a  writer  in  1758.    He  became  Sub-Secretary  to  the  Fort  William  Board 
hi  1762  and  Secretary  in  1763.    Later  he  was  appointed  Agent  for  the  Com- 
pany's Navy  and  administered,  in  that  capacity,  the  navy  donation  given 
by  Mir  Jafar. 
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No.  5—25  March  1764 

1.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Spencer  (p.  253)— Vansittart  returned  to 
England  in  November  1764  and  John  Spencer  assumed  office  on  3  Decem- 
ber 1764. 

2.  memorial  (p.  253) — Vansittart  here  refers  to  his  work  A  Narrative 
of  the  Transactions  in  Bengal  from  the  Year  1760  to  the  Year  1764. 

No,  7—27  September  1764 

I.  massacre  at  Patna  (p.  258)— During  his  war  with  the  English  in 
1763  Mir  Qasim  having  been  beaten  in  several  encounters  retreated  to 
Monghyr.  After  staying  there  for  a  few  days  he  proceeded  with  the  main 
body  of  his  troops  to  Patna,  leaving  a  strong  garrison  behind  to  guard  the 
fort  and  taking  with  him  all  his  European  prisoners.  He  wrote  a  letter  to 
Maj.  Adams,  threatening  to  put  the  prisoners  to  death  if  the  British  army 
continued  to  advance.  When  the  Nawab  heard  later  that  Monghyr  had 
surrendered  he  carried  out  his  threat  and  ordered  the  European  prisoners 
to  be  murdered.  On  4  October  1763,  Walter  Reinhardt,  commonly  known 
as  Sombre  or  Samru,  in  compliance  with  the  Nawab's  orders,  massacred 
upwards  of  fifty  civil  and  military  officers  and  one  hundred  soldiers. 

No.  8 — 6  November  1764 

1.  victory  ...  at  Buxar  (p.  260)— On  23  October  1764  Maj.  Munro 
led  his  troops  against  the  Nawab  Vazir  who  had  encamped  for  several 
months  at  Buxar  with  an  army  of  50,000  men,  and  completely  routed  him. 

No.  9 — 26  November  1764 

L    murderers   (p.  262) — The  reference  is   to   the   perpetrators   of  the 
massacre  of  Patna — Mir  Qasim  and  Walter  Reinhardt. 

2.  Beny  Bahadre  (p.  263) — A  brahmin  of  obscure  origin,  Beni  Bahadur 
by  dint  of  natural  talent  rose  to  be  Shujaud-Daulah's  Diwan  in  1755  and  his 
Naib  in  1759.    He  was  from  the  very  beginning  pro-English  in  attitude. 
After  die  battle  of  Buxar  he  was  commissioned  by  the  Vazir  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  with  the  English.    On  the  fall  of  Allahabad  he  was  persuaded  by 
Carnac  to  accept  the  governorship  of  Oudh  on  condition  that  he  placed 
his  services  at  the  disposal  of  the  British.    He  accepted,  but  reverted  to 
allegiance  of  the  Vazh-  on  learning  that  the  English  demanded  his  women 
as  hostages  for  his  fidelity.    The  Vazir,  however,  could  not  forgive  him  this 
lapse  and  was  anxious  to  chastise  him.    In   1767   he  was   dismissed  and 
blinded.    Srivastava,  op.  cit.,  I,  pp.  262,  281-2 ;  H,  33-40. 

3.  our  terms  (p.  263) — The  Nawab  Vazir  offered  fifty  lakhs  of  rupees 
for  the  Company  and  its  army  and  eight  lakhs  for  Maj.  Munro.    But  in 
his  letter  dated  16  November'  1764  Maj.  Munro  informed  Bern  Bahadur 
that  the  surrender  of  Mir  Qasim  and  Samru  was  a  condition  precedent  to 
peace.    CRCV  I,  p.  359. 

4.  last  treaty    (p.  264) — The  third  article  of  this  treaty  confirmed  to 
the  English  the  privilege  of  carrying  on  duty-free  trade  in  all  articles  except 
salt  on  which  a  duty  of  2^4  per  cent  was  to  be  levied.    Bolts,  op.  dt., 
Appendix,  p.  15. 
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10  —  26  November  1764 


1.  particular  instructions  (p.  266)  —  In  the  beginning  of  1764  the  Court 
of  Directors  invested  Vansittart  with  extraordinary  powers  to  enable  Mm  to 
deal  with  the  critical  situation  in  Bengal.  He  was  to  be  the  sole  adminis- 
trator of  the  Company's  affairs  and  his  orders  and  directions  were  binding 
on  all  the  members  of  the  Council  as  well  as  other  servants  of  the  Company 
in  Bengal.  Banerjee,  op.  cit.3  p.  181. 

No.  11—26  November  1764 

1.  Committee  of  Aurungs  (p.  271)  —  This  Committee  looked  after  the 
investments  of  the  Company.    In  1768  the  work  of  corresponding  with  the 
Dutch  and  the  French  regarding  their  investments  was  added  to  its  other 
duties,  as  the  President  who  hitherto  dealt  with  this  work,  found  little  time 
for  it.    Fort  William  —  India  House  Correspondence,  Vol.  V,  pp.  434-5. 

2.  Committee   of   Lands  (p.  273)—  This  Committee,  consisting  of  five 
persons,  was  set  up  for  the  management  of  die  Company's  new  territorial 
acquisitions  in  1760.    A  covenanted  servant  was  its  secretary  and  accountant. 
The  President  assumed  full  powers  whenever  he  found  it  necessary.    Home 
Public  letter  from  Court,  1  April  1760,  para  96. 

3.  James  Rennell  (p.  275)—  Originally  belonging  to  the  Royal  Xavy, 

he  entered  the  Company's  naval  service  in  1763  and  commanded  the 
Neptune  in  which  he  conducted  survey  of  the  Paik  Strait  and  Pamhen 
Channel.  He  was  ordered  to  make  a  survey  of  Bengal  in  1764  and  started 
that  work  in  May.  He  became  Surveyor  General  in  1767. 

4.  restitution  stipulated   by  the  Nabob   Meer  Jaffiet  in  his  teeaty 

(p  277)—  According  to  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  signed  in  June  1757, 
Mir  Jafar  was  to  give  50  lakhs  of  rupees  "for  the  effects  plundered  from  the 
English  inhabitants  at  Calcutta"  during  Sirajud-Daulah's  capture  of  the 
city.  By  articles  4,  6  and  7  he  promised  to  pay  one  crore  of  rupees  for  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  Company  during  the  capture  of  Calcutta,  20  lakhs 
for  the  Hindu  and  Muslim  sufferers  and  7  lakhs  for  the  Armenian  sufierers. 
Bolts,  op.  cit.y  Appendix,  pp.  5-6. 

5  Roydoolub  (p  278)—  Durlabhram  Mahindra,  who  was  commonly 
known  as  Raidurlabh,  was  a  high  official  of  the  Nizamat.  He  served  as  a 
minister  under  Alivardi,  Sirajud-Daulah  and  Mir  Jafar.  Later  he,  along 
with  Muhammad  Riza  Khan  and  Jagat  Seth,  was  appointed  for  the  general 
administration  and  revenue  collection  of  the  Nizamat. 

6.  last  year's  treaty  with  the  Nabob  ...  be  made  g<x>d  jo  them 
(p.  280)—  Refers  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mir  Jafar,  dated  10  July 
1763.  Bolts,  op.  dt.,  Appendix,  pp.  16-7. 

Campbell  ...  the  regulations  (p.  28I)-T!ie  regulations  pro- 


15  days  of  its  receipt.    Home  Public  Proceedings,  July-December    Utt, 
pp.  731-4. 
32 
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No.  12— 8  December  1764 

1.  Usoff  Cawn's  own  troops  (p.  290)— Yusuf  Khan,  Subahdar  of 
Nellore,  joined  the  Company's  service  in  1751  and  later  became  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  Company's  Sepoys.  In  1761  he  was  appointed  governor  of 
Madura  and  Tinnevelly.  Before  long  he  began  to  aim  at  independence  in 
consequence  of  which  a  force  was  sent  against  him.  After  several  engage- 
ments he  was  finally  seized  and  hanged  on  15  October  1764.  Biddulph, 
op.  cit.,  p.  110  ff ;  Love,  op.  cit.,  II,  pp.  515,  588. 

No.  13 — 3  January  1765 

1.  paper  o£  articles  (p.  29  Ij— This  was  sent  to  Maj.  Munro  on  6 
December  1764  for  execution  by  Shah  Alarn.  For  particulars  see  Bolts, 
op.  cit.,  Appendix,  pp.  20-1. 

No.  14 — 6  February  1765 

1.  the  phirmaund  (p.  295J — It  refers  to  the  farman  of  Shah  Alam, 
dated  20  December  1764,  granting  to  the  Company  the  zamindari  of  Ghazi- 
pur,  Benares  etc.,  held  by  Raja  Balwant  Singh.    For  further  particulars 
see  Bolts,  op.  cit.,  Appendix,  pp.  21-2. 

2.  his  decease  cannot  be  very  remote  (p,  297)— Mir  Jafar  expired  on 
5  February  1765,  aged  74. 

No.  15—6  February  1765 

1 .  myself  entirely  excluded  (p.  298) — On  dive's  insistence  the  Court 
of  Directors  cancelled  on  27  April  1764  John  Spencer's  nomination  to  the 
governorship  of  Bengal  and  transferred  him  back  to  Bombay.    Forrest, 
op.  cit.,  II,  pp.  201-2. 

2.  Mr.  Sumner  (p.  299)— William  Brightwell  Sumner  entered  the  Com- 
pany's service  in  November  1744  as  a  writer,  and  rose  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Fort  William  Board  in  January  1759.    In  1765,  he  became  Second  in 
Council  and  was  to  succeed  Clive  in  case  of  his  death  or  return  to  England. 
Banerjee,  op.  citti  pp.  122-3. 

No.  16 — 6  February  1765 

1.  reduction  of  the      batta  (p.  304) — The  Court's  letter  dated  1  June 
1764,  in  which  they  had  ordered  the  withdrawal  of  double  batta,  reached 
Calcutta  in  January  1765,  soon  after  the  battle  of  Buxar.    Forrest,  op.  cit., 
E,  p.  314. 

2.  Richard  Barwell  (p.  304) — Previous  to  his  appointment  as  Resident 
at  Malda,  he  was  Sub-Accountant.    He  held  many  important  positions  in 
the  Company's  service  later  and  finally  rose  to  be  one  of  the  Councillors 
during  the  governorship  of  Warren  Hastings.    He  was  Hastings'  greatest 
supporter. 

H* 

No.  17—8  February  1765 

1.     we  propose  to  nominate  .  »  .  authority  of  the  Company  (p.  312) — 
Spencer  and  his  colleagues  were  aware  that  Clive  was  on  his  way  to  India 
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with  orders  to  root  out  such  abuses  as  acceptance  of  presents,  etc.  So  before 
his  arrival,  on  coming  to  know  of  Mir  Jafar's  death,  they  hastened  to  ack- 
nowledge his  eldest  son  Najmud-Daulah  as  Xawab.  Besides  curtailing  Ms 
power,  they  required  the  new  Nawab  to  make  donations  to  the  Councillors 
to  the  tune  of  twenty  lakhs  of  rupees  and  to  confirm  to  the  Company's 
servants  the  privilege  of  duty-free  inland  trade.  Forrest,  op.  cit.,  BE,  p.  261. 

No.  18—  11  March  1765 

1.  both  places  .  .  .  surrendered  (p.  3I4j — In  the  reduction  of  the  im- 
portant forts  of  Allahabad  and  Chunar  Maj.  Fletcher  at  first  tried  persua- 
sion and  diplomacy  with  the  help  of  Shah  Alam  who  called  upon  the  garri- 
sons to  surrender,  but  it  was  of  no  avail.    After  some  hard  fighting,  the 
beleaguered  fort  at  Allahabad  surrendered  on  8  February  1765  through  the 
mediation  of  Najaf  Khan.    Chunargarh  surrendered  to  Maj.  Stibbert  on  the 
same  day  with  practically  no  loss  on  the  English  side.    Srivastava,  op.  di.y 

I,  pp.  271-9. 

2.  son  of  Miran   (p.  315) — Saiyid  Murtaza  Khan  alias  Mir  Saidu,    He 
was    a   child   of  six   when   his   grandfather   Mir  Jafar   died.    Clive,   Eke 
Mr.  Burdett,  was  in  favour  of  recognising  him  as  Nawab  and  ruling  in  his 
name.    But  before  Clive  could  reach  Calcutta  Najmud-Daulah  was  declared 
as  Nawab.    Mir  Saidu  was  given  a  pension  of  Us.  3,000  a  month  from  the 
Nizamat.    He  died  on  14  January  1810.    C.P.C.,  VII,  p.  6;  Forrest,  op.  cit., 

II,  p.  261. 

3.  arrangements  .  .  .  made   in   the   Government    (p.  315) — Najmud- 
Daulah  was  recognised  as  Nawab  on  condition  that  he  would  appoint  as 
minister  a  person  nominated  by  the  English,  and  he  would  not  remove  him 
without  their  consent.    The  minister  was  to  hold  the  title  of  Naib  Sub  ah 
and  was  to  manage  all  the  affairs  of  the  Nawab.    Thus  the  Nawab  was 
reduced  to  a  mere  figurehead,  entire  administration  being  conducted  by  a 
nominee  of  the  English. 

4.  accordingly  executed  It  ...  of  the  Durbar  (p.   315)--The  treaty 
with  Najmud-Daulah  was  signed  on  25  February  1765.    For  details  see  Bolts, 
op.  cit.,,  Appendix,  pp.  22-5. 

5.  Mr.  Gray  .  .  .  dissented  from  the  first  part  of  them  (p.  316)— On  19 
February  1765  George  Gray,  a  member  of  the  Board,  delivered,  after  the 
fair  copy  of  the  proposed  treaty  with  Najmud-Daulah  had  been  read  at  the 
secret  consultation  held  on  that  day,  a  minute  in  which  he  expressed  him- 
self against  reducing  the  new  Nawab  into  a  mere  cipher.    His  main  objec- 
tions were  to  the  appointment  of  Muhammad  Riza  Khan  as  Naib  Subah 
and  assumption  by  the  Board  of  veto  power  in  the  appointment  of  officers  of 
the  Government.    On  the  next  day  he  delivered  another  minute,  asserting 
among  other  things  that  the  Naib  Sub  ah  should  be  a  person  in  whom  the 
Nawab  might  have  sufficient  confidence.    Banerjee,  op.  cit.,  pp.  32-5. 

*     6.     arrival  there  of  Mr.  Law  (p.  316)— Jean  Law  de  Lauriston,  who  was 

appointed  Governor  of  the  French  settlements  in  India  and  Royal  Commis- 
sioner for  receiving  back  from  the  English  the  former  French  possessions 
in  accordance  with  article  11  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  (1763),  left  France  for 
India  on  1  April  1764  and  landed  at  Madras  on  29  January  1765.  He  took 
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possession  of  Karikal  on  18  February  and  of  Pondicherry  on  11  April  1765. 
The  other  settlements  also  were  taken  back  by  the  French  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  Sen,  op.  cit.,  pp.  34-5. 

7.  General  Carnac  .  .  .  mentioned  him  with  the  same  want  of  candour 

(p.  317^ — Vansittart's  Council  was  openly  hostile  to  him  on  the  question  of 
private  trade  carried  on  duty-free  by  the  Company's  servants  and  their 
agents.  When  Vansittart  attempted  to  reach  a  compromise  on  this  question 
with  the  Nawab,  Maj.  Carnac  was  one  of  those  who  vehemently  opposed 
him,  and  became  uncivil  and  insolent.  This  resulted  in  his  dismissal. 
(Garnac's  letter,  however,  is  not  traceable  among  the  Company's  records  either 
in  India  or  in  England).  L.  S.  Sutherland,  The  East  India  Company  in 
Eighteenth-Century  Politics,  p.  1 16. 

8.  Mr.  Marriott  (p.  317) — Randolph  Marriott  became  a  member  of 
the  Council  under  Vansittart,    In  1765  he  wras  sent  to  Benares  as  Resident 
but  soon  got  into  trouble  for  appropriating  illicit  profits  from  the  local  mint. 
Later  lie  was  appointed  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

9.  reverse  of  Lord  dive's    jaghire  (p.  317) — Najmud-Daulah  issued  a 
sanad  dated  23  June  1765  for  the  reversion  in  perpetuity  of  Lord  dive's 
jagir  to  the  Company  in  1774  after  the  expiration  of  the  10-year  term  during 
which  Lord  Clive  was  to  enjoy  it.    Bolts,  op,  cit.}  Appendix,  p,  76. 

No.  19—11  March  1765 

1.  our  engagements  ,  .  .  provinces  upon  us    (p.  319) — According    to 

the  terms  of  the  treaty  dated  25  February  1765  the  English  were  to  maintain 
an  adequate  force  to  support  the  Nawab  in  the  defence  of  the  provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bihar  and  Orissa  against  all  enemies.  Ibid.,  pp.  22-3. 

2.  hon'ble  distinctions  you  have  been  pleased  to  shew  him  (p.  321) — 
John  Carnac  was  reappointed  C.-in-C.  with  the  rank  of  Colonel  and  the  title 
of  Brig.-General  on  20  December  1764.    He  arrived  and  assumed  command 
of  the  army  at  Chunar  on  13  February  1765.    Srivastava,  op.  cit.,  I,  pp.  267, 
280. 

No.  20-14  March  1765 

1.  General  Carnac  possesses  himself  of  Lucknow   (p.  324) — A  detach- 
ment sent  by  Carnac  occupied  Lucknow  in  the  third  week  of  March  1765 
"without  obstruction*.    Ibid.,  pp.  282-3. 

2.  Nejib  O  Dowla  (p.  325)— Najibud-Daulah,  the  Rohilla  chief,  was  the 
prime  minister  and  supreme  power  behind  the  throne  at  Delhi  at  this  time. 
Shujaud-Daulah's  proposal  to  him  for  an  offensive  alliance  against  the  Eng- 
lish met  with  an  evasive  reply.    Najib  excused  himself  on  the  plea  of  his 
preoccupation  with  the  Jat  war.    Ibid.,  p.  286. 

3.  steps  we  have  taken  .  .  .  Nundocamar  (p.  326) — The  whole  charge 
of  Government  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Muhammad  Riza  Khan  as  the 
Naib  Subah.    The  collection  of  revenues  was,  however,  entrusted  to  Nanda- 
kumar  and  Raidurlabh.    Banerjee,  op.  ciL,  pp.  12-3. 

4.  procure  for  you  .  .  .  Northern  Circars  (p.  327)— Nizam   Ali  had 
offered  the  sarkars  to  the  English  on  condition  that  they  would  render  him 
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military  aid  whenever  in  need,  but  the  offer  had  not  "been  accepted.    In  17 
the  Company  obtained  a  grant  of  all  the  five  sarkars  from  Shah  Alam,  which 
were  taken  over  by  General  Caiilaud.    Nizam  All  did  not  silendv  acquiesce 

*  *  jt, 

in  this  dismemberment  of  his  dominions,  and  the  dispute  continued  till  12 
November  1766  when  a  settlement  was  arrived  at  bv  which  in  return  for 

j 

the  grant  of  the  sarkars  the  Company  agreed  to  keep  a  body  of  troops  ready 
to  help  the  Nizam  and  to  pay  Mm  a  tribute  of  nine  lakhs  annually  when 
such  aid  was  not  required. 

5.  Major  Pemble  (p.  329) — Charles  Pemble  entered  the  Bombay  army 
in  1750.  He  distinguished  himself  in  the  expedition  to  Manila.  In  1763, 
he  embarked  for  Bengal  with  the  Bombay  troops  under  Maj.  Munro.  He 
commanded  the  second  line  at  the  battle  of  Buxar.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Major  in  1764.  In  1767  he  was  transferred  back  to  Bombay  where 
he  became  C.-in-C.  in  1768  and  held  that  position  till  his  death  in  1770. 

No.  21—30  September  1765 

1.  Upon  my  arrival  (p.  330) — Clive  boarded  the  Kent  at  Portsmouth 
on  4  June  1764  and,  after  a  voyage  of  little  more  than  ten  months,  landed  at 
Madras  on  10  April  1765.    He  reached  Calcutta  on  3  May.    Forrest,  op.  «L, 
II,  pp.  245,  255,  259. 

2.  This   I   can   assure   you   happened  at  Benates    (p.  332) — On   his 
arrival  near  Benares  after  the  battle  of  Buxar,  Maj.  Munro  sent  some  troops 
for  its  defence  and  issued  strict  orders  against  the  plunder  of  the  city,    The 
inhabitants  promised  to  pay  four  lakhs  of  rupees  for  this  protection,  and 
the  Board  gladly  approved  of  the  acceptance  of  the  ransom  as  a  reward 
to  the  army.    Though  further  levies  from  the  people  were  prohibited,  con- 
temporary sources  mention  the  fact  that  wealthy  inhabitants  and  merchants 
were  compelled  to  make  further  contributions  and  that  there  was  some  loot- 
ing also.    Srivastava,  op.  rit.3  I,  pp.  250-1. 

3.  treaty  of  peace  with  die  Vizier    (p.  333)— Refers  to  the  treaty  be- 
tween Nawab  Shujaud-Daulah  on  the  one  hand  and  Nawab  NaJmud-Daulah 
and  the  Company  on  the  other,  concluded  at  Allahabad  on  16  August  1765. 
For  details  see  Srivastava,  op.  cit.,  II,  pp.  14-5. 

4.  expedient  of  a  Select  Committee  (p.  335}— For  the  Court's  object 
in  appointing  the  Select  Committee  consisting  of  Give,  Sumner,  Carnac, 
Verelst  and  Sykes,  see  para.  67  on  page  55  ante. 

5.  appointments  from  another  settlement    (p.  336)— The  President  and 

Council  were  empowered  to  fill  casual  vacancies  in  the  Council  from  among 
the  senior  servants  in  Bengal.  But  at  the  instance  of  Lord  Clive  the  Select 
Committee,  in  exercise  of  the  extraordinary  powers  vested  in  it,  decided  to 
make  appointments  from  Madras  for  reforming  the  system  of  administra- 
tion in  Bengal.  Banerjee,  op.  cit.,  pp.  199-200. 

6.  allowance  for   the    support    of   the   Nabob's   dignity   and   power 
(p.  337)— According  to  the  agreement  with  Nawab  NaJmud-Daulah  executed 
through  Francis  Sykes  in  July  1765,  the  Nawab  was  promised  a  sum  of 
Rs.  5,386,131-9-0  or  £6,73,266  annually  in  return  for  the  revenues  which  had 
been  granted  to  the  Company  by  Shah  Alam.  Bolts,  op.  dt.y  Appendix, 
pp.  37-8, 
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7.  Juggut  Seat  (p.  339) — Jagat  Seth  was  not  a  name  but  a  title  borne 
by  the  senior  partner  of  the  great  banking  house  at  Murshidabad.    The  title 
was  first  conferred  by  the  Mughal  Emperor  upon  Fateh  Chand,  the  adopted 
son  of  Manik  Chand  who  is  regarded  as  the  founder  of  the  Seth  family  in 
Bengal    The  name  of  the  Jagat  Seth  referred  to  here  was  Khushal  Chand. 
Banerjee,  op.  cit.3  pp.  45-6. 

8.  appointed    jointly  ...  his    affairs     (p.  339) — The    administrative 
arrangements  made  by  the  Company  in  February  1765  on  the  accession  of 
Najmud-Daulah  were  materially  altered  in  June  1765.    To  avoid  the  danger 
involved  in  investing  all  power  in  one  man  i.e.  Muhammad  Riza  Khan,  it 
was  resolved  that  he  should  cease  to  be  Naib  Subah  and  that  Raidurlabh 
and  Jagat  Seth  be  associated  with  him  in  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, each  enjoying  an  equal  share  of  power  and  authority.    Ibid. 

9.  Mr.  Sykes    (p.  339) — Francis  Sykes  had  gained  experience  in  the 
'country  polities'  first  as  an  assistant  and  later  as  a  member  of  the  Council 
at  Cossimbazar.    He  was  appointed  Resident  at  Murshidabad  in  place  of 
Samuel  Middleton  at  the  instance  of  the  Select  Committee.    One  of  his 
duties  was  to  maintain  balance  of  power  among  Riza  Khan,  Jagat  Seth  and 
Raidurlabh,  ministers  of  Najmud-Daulah. 

10.  particulars  of  these  regulations    (p.  340) — The  trade  in  salt,  betel- 
nut  and  tobacco  was  to  be  conducted  solely  by  a  Society  of  Trade  in  which 
all  the  Company's  servants,  excepting  writers  and  army  officers  below  the 
rank  of  major,  were  to  have  shares  according  to  their  respective  ranks.    The 
supplies  were  to  be  obtained  through  Indian  merchants  and  retailed  by 
agents,  generally  European,  at  rates  12  or  15  per  cent  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  20  years  preceding.    A  duty  of  35  per  cent  on  salt,  10  per  cent  on 
betel-nut  and  25  per  cent  on  tobacco  was  to  be  levied  by  the  Company.    The 
plan  was  tried  on  experimental  basis  for  one  year.    Forrest,  op.  cit.,  II, 
pp.  301-2. 

11.  advantages  proposed  for  the  Governor  and  Council    (p.   340) — 
Members  of  the  Council  were  to  have  two  shares  each  in  the  Society  of 
Trade  and  it  was  calculated  that  their  profits  would  amount  to  £7,000  per 
annum  per  head  while  the  Governor's  five  shares  would  yield  an  income  of 
£17,500.    Ibid. 

12.  appointing  field  officers  (p.  341) — Clive  realised  that  military  dis- 
cipline could  only  be  inculcated  by  efficient  regimental  officers.     He,  there- 
fore, introduced  into  each  brigade  more  field  officers  than  there  were  in  the 
whole  force  before  he  took  over  charge  in  1765.    Ibid.,  p.  291. 

13.  Lieut.  Colonel  Peach  (p.  342)— Joseph    Peach,    a    Lieutenant    in 
H.M/S  army,  was  appointed  a  field  officer  on  the  Bengal  establishment  in 
May  1764  while  he  was  still  in  England,    He  commanded  the  2nd  European 
Regiment  in  the  2nd  Brigade  at  Allahabad  in  1765. 

14.  Lieut.  Colonel  Chapman   (p.  342)— Charles  Chapman  was  trans- 
ferred as  Lt.  Col.  from  H.3VL's  army  in  1765  to  command  the  3rd  Bengal 
European  Regiment  in  the  3rd  Brigade.    He  was   appointed  C.-in-C.  in 
December  1773  but  resigned  in  January  1774, 
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15.  Mr.  Verelst  (p.  344)— Harry  Verelst  succeeded  Clive  as  Governor 
Bengal  in  January  1767,  and  held  the  office  until  December  1769.    He  was 
a  great  friend  and  confidant  of  Clive.    He  Is  the  author  of  A  FzVx  of  the 
Rise,  Progress  and  Present  State  of  the  English  Government  in  Bengal. 

16.  Mr.  Johnstotie  .  .  .  throw  out  some  observations  (p.  344" i — John 

1  *j 

Johnstone  was  the  most  bitter  foe  of  Clive  in  the  Bengal  Council  When  the 
question  of  receiving  presents  was  brought  before  the  Council,  Johnstone. 
who  was  chiefly  implicated,  sought  to  defend  himself  by  a  maEcious  attack 
on  dive's  acceptance  of  jagir  from  Mir  Jafar.  Forrest,  op.  ciL,  II,  pp.  265-6. 

No.  22— 30  September  1765 

1.  Act   of  Restitution   of  Qiattdemagore   (p.  350^ — For   the   Act   In 
French  and  English  languages  see  Home  Public  Consultations,  21   June 
1765,  Nos.  1-2. 

2.  Before  Colonel  Smith  .  .  .  representation    fp.  351) — For  details  of 
Col.    Richard    Smith's    representation    dated    22    May    1765    against    the 

orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors  contained  in  their  Genera!  Letter  of  I  June 
1764,  see  Home  Public  Proceedings,  25  January-30  December  1765,  pp.  13-6. 

3.  sums  which  had  been  received  ...  his  Excellency  (p.  352) — Be- 
fore the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in   1773  it  was  proved 
that  the  members  of  the  Board  had  received  large  sums  of  money  on 
Najmud-Daulah's  accession:    Spencer,  Rs.  2,00,000 ;" Playdell,  Rs.  1,00,000; 
Burdett,  Rs.  1,00,000;  Gray,  Rs.  1,00,000:  Johnstone.  Rs.  2,37,000;  Leicester, 
Rs.  1,12,500;  Senior,  Rs.  1,72,500  :  and  Middleton,  Rs.  1,22,500.    Mill,  op.  rit.. 
Ill,  p.  259; 

4.  Zemindar  confined  .  .  .  a  ghaut  manjee  fp.  353) — The  ghat-manjhi 

employed  by  Lord  Clive  was  alleged  to  have  hired  out  to  Capt.  Swallow 
leaky  boats  for  carrying  his  salt  up  the  country,  resulting  in  great  loss  to 
the  Captain.  Burdett,  as  the  Zamindar  of  24-Parganas,  had  therefore 
ordered  the  ghat-manjhi  to  be  detained  in  the  cutchery.  Home  Public  Con- 
sultation, 24  June  1765,  No.  3 (a). 

5.  note  of  hand  (p.  353)— Raidurlabh  Is  said  to  have  given  to  Burdeit 
a  promissory  note  for  Rs.  90,000.    Home  Public  Consultation,  14  October 
1765,  No.  8." 

6.  Mr.  Sykes  ...  to  proceed  to  Mursfaedabad  (p.  354V~Francis  Sytes 
was  sent  to  Murshidabad  as  a  deputy  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Clive,    He  was  specially  commissioned  to  examine  and  report  on 
the  "equal  partition  of  power  between  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  Doolubram 
and  Juggutseat"  which  was  in  danger  of  being  disturbed  through  the  ambi- 
tion of  Raidurlabh.    Samuel  Middleton,  Resident   at  Murshidabad,   was 
informed  by  the  Committee  on  9  July  1765  that  he  should  not  regard  Sykes's 
visit  as  a  reflection  on  his  capacity  for  such  kind  of  work.    Select  Committee 
Proceedings,  7  July  1765, 

7  Messrs.  Simmer  .  *  .  constituted  the  Committee  (p.  356)--The 
actual*  decision  to  institute  the  Society  of  Trade  was  taken  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  10  August  1765.  The  plan  of  the  Society  was 
framed  principally  by  Sumner.  A  Committee  of  Trade  was  formed 
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consisting  of  four  persons,  namely  Simmer  and  Verelst  representing  the 
Select  Committee  and  Leycester  and  Gray  representing  the  Council.  For 
further  particulars  see  Banerjee,  op.  cit.,  pp.  390-4. 

S.  donation  to  ...  squadron  under  his  command  (p.  357) — The 
demand  for  donation  to  the  navy  was  the  most  unjustified  and  iniquitous  of 
the  extortions  from  Mir  Jafar,  as  the  navy  as  such  had  hardly  rendered 
any  service  during  the  war.  The  original  demand  was  for  25  lakhs  of 
rupees.  Mir  Jafar  strongly  protested  and  even  threatened  to  resign,  but 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him  through  Raidurlabh  and  Nanda- 
kumar.  Ultimately  the  Nawab  was  not  only  made  to  pay  21/,  lakhs  in  cash 
but  was  forced  to  make  a  further  payment  of  Yl%  lakhs  in  instalments  and 
to  acknowledge  in  writing  that  the  donation  was  voluntary.  The  Court  of 
Directors  was  kept  in  the  dark  about  this  transaction,  for  which  the  Council 
was  severely  criticised  in  the  Court's  letter  dated  24th  December  1765.  Rov, 
op.  cit.,  pp.  286-90. 

No.  23—28  November  1765 

1.  Mr.  Bolts  (p.  363) — A  merchant  of  Dutch  extraction  William 
Bolts  entered  the  East  India  Company's  service  in  1759.  He  became  Second 
in  Council  at  Benares  in  1764.  He  was  censured  by  the  Court  of  Directors 
for  carrying  on  private  trade  under  the  Company's  authority  and  for  other 
acts  of  misconduct,  and  was  obliged  to  resign  in  1766.  As  a  result  of  his 
acrimonious  quarrel  with  the  Bengal  authorities  he  was  arrested  in  1768 
and  deported  to  England  as  an  interloper.  He  avenged  himself  by  attacking 
the  Bengal  Government  in  his  Considerations  on  India  Affairs  which  was 
published  by  him  in  1772. 

2,  state  of  the  treasury  (p.  363)—The  Company  had  a  cypher  code  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  secret  and  confidential  "dispatches,  which  Clive 
has  used  in  this  and  the  succeeding  paragraphs  for  reporting  the  state  of 

the  treasury  to  the  Court  of  Directors. 

No.  24—29  January  1766 

1 .  Gerard  Gustavus  Du  Carei  (p.  373)— Ducarel,  a  writer  on  the  Bengal 
establishment,  was  one  of  those  junior  servants  of  the  Company  who  had 
signed  the  memorial  addressed  by  them  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  protest- 
ing against  the  appointment  of'  four  civilians  from  Fort  St.  George  as 
members  of  the  Fort  William  Board.  He  soon  realised  the  impropriety 
of  his  conduct  and  sought  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the  memorial.  The 
Court  pardoned  him  and  directed  the  Board  to  give  him  preference  when 
any  advantageous  post  suitable  to  his  rank  and  standing  in  the  service 
should  fall  vacant.  Fort  William—India  House  Correspondence,  Vol.  V, 
pp.  27,  88. 

No.  25 — 31  January  1766 

1.  batta  should  be  struck  off  (p.  381)— The  Court's  orders  dated  1 
June  1764  regarding  the  abolition  of  double  batta  had  been  deferred  by 
the  Fort  William  Board  until  the  arrival  of  Lord  Clive.  After  the  treaty 
with  the  Nawab  Vazir  of  Oudh,  Clive  determined  to  enforce  them  and  in 
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September   1765  notified  that  the  privilege  would  cease  with  effect  from 
1  January  1766.    Forrest,  op.  dt.,  H,  p.  314. 

2.  European  agents  for  disposing  of  the  Society's  concerns  (p.  383)— 
The  Committee  of  Trade  suggested  the  appointment  of  European  agents 
on  21  October  1765,  and  the  Select  Committee  accepted  the  suggestion  on 
29  October  1765.    Accordingly  nine  persons  were  appointed  agents  to  the 
Salt  Society.    They  were  required  to  execute  a  penal  bond  for  Rs.  30,000 
and  undertake  not  to  indulge  in  private  trade  or  money-lending  or  interfere 
with  the  administration  of  justice  or  of  revenue.  Banerjee,  o/>.  cit.,  pp.  41)2-4. 

3.  appointing  Mr.  Verelst,  Supravisor  (p.  384") — Harry    Verelst    was 

appointed  Supervisor  of  the  revenues  of  Burdwan  in  1765  and  of  those  of 
Midnapore  in  the  succeeding  year.  He  introduced  useful  reforms  which 
led  to  a  considerable  increase  in  the  Company's  revenues.  Harry  Verelst, 
A  View  of  the  Rise,  Progress  and  Present  State  of  the  English  Government 
in  Bengal,  pp.  72-3  ;  Appendix,  pp.  212-9. 

4.  Mootefaum  (p.  386) — Motiram  was  the  agent  through  whom  John- 
stone  used  to  send  messages  to  Muhammad  Riza  Khan  for  procuring  money 
from  Najmud-Daulah.    C.P.C.,  I,  pp.  416-7. 

5.  Ramnaut  (p.  387) — In  1764-5,  Ramnath,  gumashta  of  Gray,  collect- 
ed under  the  orders  of  his  master  money  from  the  pargana  of  Havili-Pinjera 
in  Dinajpur  by   oppression   and  violence.    Home  Public   Consultation,    5 
December  1765,  No.  l(a). 

6.  memorial  of  complaint   (p.  388)— For  a  copy  of  the  memorial  see 
Banerjee,  op.  cit.,  pp.  645-6. 

No.  26—7  February  1766 

1.  new  mode  of  carrying  on  the  salt  trade  (p.  396")— This  refers  to 
Olive's  second  plan  for  the  Society  of  Trade,  approved  by  the  Select 
Committee  on  3  September  1766.  For  details  see  Select  Committee  Pro- 
ceedings, 3  September  1766. 

No.  2Z—24  March  1766 

1.  Malwans   (p.  405}— Maratha  pirates  whose  stronghold  was  Malvan 

in  Ratnagiri  District,  Bombay.  Towards  the  close  of  1812  they  were  com- 
pletely extirpated  by  Col  Lionel  Smith,  and  the  town  of  Malvan  was  ceded 
to  the  British  by  the  Raja  of  Kolhapur. 

2.  Meer  Ashrofi  (p.  408}— Mir  Ashraf  was  a  merchant  of  Patna  em- 
ployed by  William  Ellis  for  the  purchase  of  cloth  for  the  Company.    Home 
Public  Consultation,  20  May  1765,  No.  3. 

3  consequence  of  his  refusal  (p.  420)-Ensign  Thomas  French  was 
compelled  to  accept  the  seat  as  Alderman  in  the  Mayor's  Court  under 
threat  of  suspension.  He  held  that  position  till  his  death  in  1768. 

No.  30—6  September  1766 

1  Committee  of  Inspection  (p.  423)-It  was  appointed  on  28  Febru- 
ary 1766  with  Clive,  Sumner,  Caraac,  Verelst,  Russell  and  Aldersey  as  its 
members.  Select  Committee  Proceedings,  28  February  1766, 
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2.  mutinous  spirit  .  .  .  amongst  the  military   officers   (p.   426)— The 
orders  stopping  double  batta  served  as  a  signal  for  mutinous  conduct  of  the 
officers  which  "first  manifested  itself  in  the  hrigade  at  Monghyr,  and  later 
spread  to  the  other  two  brigades  stationed  at  Banldpore  and  Allahabad. 
The  sepoys,  however,  exhibited  steady  obedience  everywhere  and  Glive  soon 
succeeded  in  restoring  discipline   among  the   officers.     Mill,   op.   cit.,  HI, 
pp.  294-8. 

3.  solemn    engagements    and    penalty    bonds    (p.  428) — During    the 
mutiny  in  1766,  the  officers  leagued  together  by  an  oath  to  preserve  at  the 
risk  of  their  own  lives  the  life  of  any  officer  whom  a  court-martial  might 
condemn  to  death.    Also  each  officer  executed  a  penalty  bond  of  £500  not 
to  accept  his  commission  till  double  batta  was  restored.    Ibid. 

4.  Capt.  Stainforth    (p.  429)— Originally  belonging  to  the  King's  army, 
John  Stainforth  was  appointed  Captain  in  Bengal  army  while  in  England 
in  November  1764.    In  September  1766,  he  was  cashiered  for  threatening 
to  assassinate  Clive.    He  was,  however,  reinstated  by  the  Court  of  Directors 
in  January  1770. 

•J  4 

No.  32— S  September  1766 

1 .  benefits  of  the  Mutiny  Bill  (p.    435) — On   the   lines   of  the   annual 
Mutiny  Acts  of  England,  the  Act  of  1754  (27  Geo.  II,  C.  9)  imposed  penalties 
for  mutiny,  desertion  and  similar  offences  by  officers    or  soldiers  in  the 

y  J 

Company's  Indian  forces.  The  Fort  William  Board  and  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  were  authorised  to  hold,  with  the  consent  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
court-martial  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  military  offences.  Courtenay 
Ilbert,  The  Government  of  India,  p.  34. 

2.  a  congress  was  held  at  Chuprah  (p.  436) — A  meeting  between  the 
English  and  Shujaud-Daulah  and  other  Indian  powers  was  held  at  Chapra  in 
June  1766  to  discuss  and  decide  the  terms  of  a  confederacy  against  a  possible 
alliance  between  Shah  Alam  and  the  Marathas.    Clive  gave  up  the  idea  of 
entering  into  any  definite  treaty  engagement  with  native  powers  as  there  was 
no  immediate  danger  from  the  Marathas.    The  only  tangible  achievements 
of  the  congress,  however,  were  the  final  settlement  of  relations  between  Oudh 
and  Benares  and  Shujaud-Daulah's  clearing  off  the  balance  of  war  indem 
nity  in   fulfilment  of    the   treaty   of   Allahabad.    Srivastava,    op.    cit.,   II, 
pp.  27-32. 

No.  33—28  November  1766 

1.  a  new  one  entered  into  with  the  Nabob  Syf-O  Dowlah  (p.  449) — 
The  treaty  with  Saifud-Daulah  was  concluded  on  19  May  1766,  whereby  he 
was  to  be  paid  an  annual  stipend  of  about  42  lakhs  of  rupees.    For  details 
see  J.H.T.  Walsh,  History  of  Murshidabad,  p.  169. 

2.  the  two  Seats,  sons  of  those  who  were  cut  off  by  Cossim  All  Cawn 

(p.  449) — Mir  Qasim  borrowed  in  1760  a  large  sum  of  money  from  the  Seths 
Man-tab  Rai  and  Swarup  Chand  with  the  help  of  Vansittart.  But  in  1763, 
suspecting  them  to  be  in  some  secret  conspiracy  against  him  with  the 
English,  he  interned  them.  The  demand  by  the  English  for  their  release 
was  rejected  and  the  two  Seths  were  finally  put  to  death  by  Reinhardt  near 


NOTES  5Q7 

Barh.  The  reference  here  is  to  Khushal  Chand,  son  of  Mahtab  Rai  and 
Udwat  Chand,  son  of  Swarup  Chand.  Their  claims  were  admitted  by  the 
Directors  on  16  May  1768.  Nandalal  Chatterji,  Mir  Oasim,  p.  45  ff  :  Bengal : 
Past  and  Present,  Vol.  XXII,  pp.  80-9,  99-101. 

3.  Mr,  Rumbold  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  Council   (p.  453 1 — Thomas 
Rumbold  who  entered  the  Company's  service  as  a  writer  at  Madras  in  1752 
and  was  later  transferred  to  Bengal,  served  as  a  member  of  the  Council  from 
1766  to  1769.    He  entered  Parliament  in  1770,  and  became  a  Director  of 
the   Company  for   1772  and   1775-7.    He  was  Governor  of  Madras  from 
February  1778  to  April  1780.    Sutherland,  op.  cit.9  pp.  213-4. 

4.  Mr.  Duifield  and  Mr.  Robertson  (p.  454X, — Capt.  Vernon  Duffield  and 

Lt.  Francis  Robertson  stationed  at  Bankipore  were  cashiered  and  sent  home 
for  their  part  in  the  'batta  mutiny'  of  1766.  Duifield  came  out  again  to 
India  in  1775  but  was  captured  when  in  disguise  at  Patna.  Robertson,  how- 
ever, was  reinstated  in  1776  "with  the  rank  of  Captain  and  he  rose  to  be  a 
Lt.  Col.  in  1787. 

5.  restricting  the  future  Governors  .  .  .  interest  (p.  462) — Clive  was 

allowed  the  commission  on  Diwani  revenues  for  having  relinquished  his 
five  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Society  of  Trade  and  it  was  continued 
to  Verelst  till  1767  when  it  was  stopped  by  the  Court's  orders  dated 
20  November  1767.  The  Governor  and  Council  were,  however,  compensated 
for  the  ban  on  private  inland  trade  by  a  commission  of  2J4  per  cent  on  the 
Company's  total  Bengal  revenues  (minus  due  deductions)  of  which  the 
Governor  was  entitled  to  31/100th  share.  Banerjee,  op.  cit.,  p.  140  ff. 

No.  34 — 5  December  1766 

I .  his  wild  ambition  (p.  474)— When  the  English  refused  the  military 
aid  wanted  by  Shah  Alam  for  achieving  his  'wild  ambition5  of  seating  him- 
self on  the  throne  of  Delhi,  he  sought  the  assistance  of  Malharrao  Holkar, 
promising  him  in  return  the  cession  of  Allahabad  and  Kora  districts.  The 
negotiations,  however,  broke  down  due  to  intense  English  hostility  to  the 
enterprise.  Srivastava,  op.  cit.y  II,  pp.  27-8. 
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ABERCROMBY  (Abercrombie),  Gapt.  Burnet, 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  39,  155;  to  be 
sent  to  England,  181. 
Accountants,  to  be  recruited  in  England, 

400,  401. 

Accounts,  of  French  prisoners  of  war, 
23-4,  131  ;  of  bonds  lost  duriDg  capture 
of  Calcutta,  24-6,  42,  214,  280-1,  306, 
459-60 ;  of  Restitution  Fund,  26-7,  87-8, 
277-80;  of  Omichand's  bequests,  27-S ; 
maintenance  and  transmission,  52-3, 
86-7,  127,  180,  305,  358,  400,  401,  418-9, 
459-60;  of  sbips,  79,  156-7,  218-9;  of 
Burdwan  revenues,  121-3,  147,  148;  of 
salaries,  155-6;  irregularities,  157-60; 
regulation  of  remittances  by  drafts  on 
the  Court,  214-6,  222,  327-8  ;  statements 
re.  treasury,  363-4,  397,  420,  464;  of 
aurangs,  367,  447  ;  see  also  Bills  of  Ex- 
change ;  Bond  Debt. 
— Committee.,  reduction  in  salary  of  staff, 

156. 

Act  of  Parliament,  for  punishing  mutiny 
and  desertion,  177,  362,  428,  432,  435-6, 
456,  457. 

Adams,  Maj.  Thomas,  engagements  against 
Mir  Qasim,  xix ;  services  appreciated, 
46,  47  ;  to  be  Brig.-General,  51  ;  death, 
237,  238,  494  ;  construction  of  memorial 
of,  121,  451  ;  note  on,  486. 
Admiral  Pocock  (ship),  102,  196,  198,  203. 

248,  255,  268,  281,  301,  328,  366. 
— Capt,  see  Riddell,  Capt.  Thomas. 
Admiral  Stevens  (ship),  167,  168,  170,' 202, 
346,  349,  362,  364,  366,  409 ;  purchase  of, 
359. 

— Capt.,  see  Griffin,  Capt.  J. 
Admiral  Watson  (ship),  10,  229,  365,  367, 

403,  422,  439. 
Affleck,    Capt.    Philip,   of   the   Argo,  236, 

302  ;   commended,  365-6. 
Africa,  trade  with,  92,  408,  483;  see  also 

Angola ;   Guinea. 
Ajax  (French  ship),  443. 
Albany,  see  Duke  of  Albany. 
Albion  (ship),  60,  62,  63,  70,"  84,  85  ;  lost, 

91. 

— Capt.,  see  Larkins,  Capt.  William. 
Aldermen,   of  Fort  William,  see  Mayor's 

Court. 

Aldersey,  William,  transferred  from 
Madras  to  Bengal  as  Member  of  Board, 
173,  174,  217,  225,  336,  362,  388,  392,  399, 
420,  421,  430,  464,  479  ;  arrival  expected, 
394 ;  assumes  office,  414 ;  Secy,  to  Board, 
453 ;  resents  Rumbold's  appointment, 
475. 

Alexander,  James,  210;  to  be  Member  of 
Board,  173,  174. 

33 


Allahabad  (Eliabad,  Elyabad,  Iliabad, 
lllahabad,  Dliabad),  xx,'  292,  324  ;  cap- 
tured, xxii,  3I49  499;  treatv  of,  xxii-iii, 

xxiv,  449,  501  ;  Col.  Smith's  brigade  at, 
xxxiii,  227,  381,  390;  mutiny  at,  xxxiv, 
435. 

Allen,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Cfciv,  60. 

Allen,  Mathew,   surgeon,  321. 

Altham,  William,  factor  at  Fort  Marlbro1, 
82  ;  Surveyor  of  Public  Roads,  121  ;  dies, 
412. 

Amalnarna  (authority  to  manage  or  ad- 
minister property),  223. 

America  (H.  M.  ship),  60. 

A  mini  (Office  of  o.miny  i.e.  officer  engaged 
in  revenue  collection,  or  judge  and  arbi- 
trator in  civil  causes),  413. 

Ammunition,  see  Arms  and  Ammunition. 

Amphlett,  Thomas,  Chief  Engineer, 
Bengal,  19;  commended,  20;  note  on, 
4S5. 

Amyand,  George,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  S, 

9n  —       ni- 
,  03,  o/. 

Amyatt,  James,  Alderman,  resigns,  419. 

Amyatt,  Peter,  Member  of  Board,  dismiss- 
ed, 3,  483  ;  deputed  to  Mir  Qasim,  32- 

Anderson,  David,  writer,  21 L 

Angola,  Africa,  purchase  of  slaves  at,  71. 

Angus,  James,  officer  o£  the  Admiral 
Stevens,  359. 

Anker&yke  (snip),  60,  62,  7!s  91,  197, 

Ann  (sloop),  455. 

Ansoii  (ship),  102,  103,  164-5,  163,  440, 
464;  illicit  trade  aboard.  142. 

— Capt.,  see  Chick,  Capt.  Edward  Lord. 

Apothecaries  Hall,  London,  444. 

Arcot,  Kawab  of,  see  Muhammad  All 
Khan. 

Areo  (ship),  117,  160,  165,  236.  252,  26S, 
270,  290/302,  347,  348,  365-6.  373,  404. 

— Capt.,  see  Affleck,  Capt.  Philip. 

Armenians,  the,  restitution  money  paid 
to,  279. 

Arras  and  Ammunition,  for  Bengal,  38, 
52  ;  for  various  settlements*  65,  99,  106-7, 
203-4  ;  stock-taking,  75 ;  not  to  be  sup- 
plied to  Indian  powers,  77,  450;  illicit 
trade,  113,  188T  200,  474  ;  quality,  206-7, 
367-8 ;  inadequate  supply,  259 ;  see  aho 
Gunpowder  ;  Guns  ;  Military  Stores. 

Armv,  E.  I.  COY'S,  mutinies,  xxi,  xxxiv- 
xxxv,  67-8,  S3,  95-6,  247-8,  251-2,  258, 
263,  362,  418,  426-3,  429,  431-2,  434-5, 
454T  477,  50$;  reorganised  by  Give, 
xxxiii-v,  49-51,  356,  $3,  4!6S  474,  4S6  ; 
Nawab  of  Bengal  shares  expenses, 
xxxiii-iv,  96,  259-60,  265,  273,  312,  515, 
326,  461,  487  ;  stoppage  of  double  batta, 
xxxiv,  28,  51,  129,  188,  304,  381-2,  393, 
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426,  428,  431,  434,  454,  49S,  504-5  ;  posi- 
tion iis-a-i:is  F.  W.  Board,  6,  49,  128, 
174,  176,  194,  487;  expenditure  on,  28, 
128-9,  180,  222,  431  ;  recruitment,  32-3, 
39,  40-1,  69,  71.  72,  S4-6,  99,  112,  114, 
138,  140-1,  153-5,  165,  188,  198,  213,  316; 
promotion  policy,  35,  152,  372;  appoint- 
ments, resignations,  promotions,  44-5, 
275-6,  416  ;  ban  on  presents,  53,  361, 
487  ;  cavalry,  96,  259  ;  Mir  Jafar's  dona- 
tion, 97-8,  134-5,  418,  437-8  ;  clothing, 
118-9,  206,  269,  444,  474;  bullocks  for, 
129,  461  ;  booty  money,  135,  355-6,  501  ; 
cantonments,  209,  372  ;  incorporation  of 
King's  troops  into,  237  ;  necessity  of 
adequate  European  force,  252,  258-9, 
319,  368,  416,  473-4  ;  removal  of  French- 
men from,  282,  307,  321-2;  Shah  Alam 
to  share  expenses,  295,  314,  461  ;  sub- 
ordinated to  civil  authority,  306,  341-2 ; 
mortality  during  voyage,  329 ;  corrup- 
tion and  indiscipline,  332-3  ;  field 
officers,  341,  342,  350-1,  427,  432,  502; 
three  years'  bond  by  officers,  429,  432, 
456-8 ;  hospital  for,  451  ;  checks  on 
venereal  disease,  460-1  ;  and  passim ; 
see  also  Arms  and  Ammunition  ;  Cadets  ; 
Military  Stores. 

— C.  in  C.,  allowances,  128-9;  see  also 
Clive,  Robert. 

Army,  King  of  England's,  expenses,  99, 
462 ;  departure  for  England,  142,  238, 
249,  254,  281-2,  296,  307,  318;  enlist- 
ment in  Coy's  service,  237  ;  engagements 
against  Shujaud-Daulah,  258  ;  question  of 
execution  of  covenants  by  officers,  457. 

Arrack,  from  Batavia,  235. 

Ashburner,  James,   factor,  dies,   453. 

Ashburnham   (ship),   72,  75,  423. 

Asia  (ship),  170,  229,  347,  348,  349,  365, 
372,  405. 

— Capt.,   see  Inglis,   Capt,   C. 

Asl  Jama  (original  assessment  of  land 
revenue  without  any  extra  cess),  124. 

Assay  Master,  see  Campbell,  Alexander. 

A  swari  (carriage,  vehicle,  conveyance), 
397. 

Aumeelnammae ,  see  Amalnama. 

Aumeeny,  see  Amini. 

Aurangs  (places  where  goods  are  manu- 
factured), 119,  172,  320,  328,  338,  365, 
366,  368,  369,  408,  409,  410  ;  supervision 
by  covenanted  servants  proposed,  144, 
323  ;  accounts,  367,  447  ;  management 
through  gumashtas  instead  of  junior 
servants,  396-7,  446,  460,  470. 

— Committee,  271,  446;   note  on,  497. 

Aurangzeb,  grants  privilege  of  duty-free 
trade  to  Coy,  xxix. 

Auroran   (type  of  broadcloth),  269. 


BAGNALL  (Bagnell,  Bagnol),  Thomas,  sur- 
geon, 83,  413. 
Bahar,  see  Bihar. 
Bakhshi    (civil    paymaster),    accounts    of, 

J,  0 1 « 

Balasore  (Baliasore),  Orissa,  restoration  of 
French  factory  at,  172,  349,  410-1  ;  res- 
toration to  the  Dutch  of  plot  at,  448. 


Balasore  Road  (Baliasore  Road),   14  ;  note 

on,  483. 

Baleine   (H.  M.  ship),  60. 
Balwant    Singh,    Raja    of     Benares,     417  ; 

zamindari  restored  to,  183  ;  Coy's  acqui- 
sition  of  his   zamindari >   291,  "293,  314, 

317  ;  note  on,  492. 
Band    (cocoons    gathered    in   a   particular 

season),  367. 

Bandermalanka,  see  Bendamurlanka. 
Banks,  Sutton,  private  merchant,  358-9. 
Baranagar   (Barnagore),  24-Parganas  Dist, 

Bengal,  cloth  from,  77,  240,  408. 
Barasat     (Barrasutt),     24-Parganas     Dist., 

Bengal,  464. 
Barford,  Francis,  2nd  mate  of  the  Hector, 

114. 
Barj at  (forcing  people  to  purchase  goods 

at  more  than  market  price),  abolition  of, 

136. 

Barker,  Sir  Robert,  Col.  of  3rd  Battalion 
at  Patna  and  chief  of  artillery,  xxxiii, 
50,  51,  177,  321,  342,  351  ;  to  be  Member 
of  Select  Committee,  56  ;  note  on,  487. 

Barkley  (Barclay),  Capt.  Charles,  of  the 
Pacific,  60,  412,  487. 

Baron,  Christopher,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy, 
37,  56,  59,  70,  93,  168,  181,  192,  195, 
219,  227,  229,  231. 

Barrell,  Ensign  Savage,  85. 

Barrington,  Fitz william,  Director  of  E. 
I.  Coy,  100,  101,  116,  164,  167,  168,  181, 
192,  195,  219,  227,  229,  231. 

Bartlett,  Capt.  Barnaby,  of  the  Lord  Clive, 
198. 

Barton,  William,  asst  at  Malda,  305. 
Barwell,  John,  writer,  68  ;  resigns,  81. 
Barwell,    Richard,    services    praised,    128, 

304,  305;  Resident  at  Malda,   175,  409, 

446 ;     Sub-Accountant,    277  ;    note    on, 

498. 
Barwell,  William,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  44, 

59,  231. 
Basra  (Bussorah),  Iraq,  goods  for,  63,  107, 

204. 
Batavia  (modern  Djakarta),  Indonesia,  62, 

106,  267,  479  ;  arrack  and  timber  from, 

235. 

Batea,  see  Bettiah, 

Batson,  Stanlake,  Chief  of  Cossimbazar, 
suspended,  3-4  ;  Member  of  Board,  5,  6 ; 
at  Patna,  240,  418;  complaints  against, 
246  ;  dismissed,  8,  274 ;  not  to  be  rein- 
stated, 47,  55 ;  departure,  305  ;  note  on, 
483. 

Batta  (extra  pay  or  allowances  to  soldiers), 
xxxiii,  134,  180,  460,  461  ;  abolition  of 
double  batta,  xxxiv,  28,  51,  129,  188, 
304,  381-2,  393,  426,  428,  431,  434,  454, 
498,  504-5  ;  note  on,  487. 

Batta    (rate   of   discount),    127  ;    on    sikka 

rupee,    126,    277,    278-9,    360,    367;    on 

sanwat  rupee,  449. 
Beaumont,   Anselm,  Resident    at    Midna- 

pore,  125,  274 ;  resigns,  305. 
Becher,  Richard,   on  working  of  Diwanif 

xxvi ;  to  be  Member  of  Board,  173,  174  ; 

to  be  Member  of  Select  Committee,  176 ; 

leaves  for  Bengal,  210. 
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Beck,   Capt.  John  Francis    de,    promoted, 

j.  <J  ^  • 

Beckenliam  (ship),  40,  45,  202. 

Beef,  for  Fort  Marlbro',  64,  107,  204. 

StfgYz,  see  Bigha. 

Begum  Serah  (Begusarai?),  near  Patna, 
restoration  to  the  French  of  plot  at,  448. 

Bellamy  and  Mapletoft,  dues  from,  459. 

Benares,  390  ;  zamindari  assigned  to  Coy 
by  Shah  Alam,  xxiii,  490,  498;  booty 
money  from,  135,  332,  355,  501  ;  mint 
at,  413,  463  ;  factory  to  be  withdrawn, 
414. 

— Chief  of  Factory,  see  Marriott,  Ran- 
dolph. 

— Raja,  see  Balwant  Singh. 

— Resident,  to  be  recalled,  437;  see  also 
Sage,  Isaac. 

Bencoolen,  see  Fort  Marlbro*. 

Bendamurlanka,  Godavari  Dist.,  Madras, 
ship-building  at,  442. 

Benfield,  Paul,  Civil  Architect  and  Asst 
Engineer,  Madras,  21. 

Bengal  (Fort  William  Presidency),  mis- 
government  in,  xvii  ;  finances  "of,  28 ; 
goods  for,  62,  75-6,  106,  203;  invasion 
apprehended,  67,  77  ;  recruits  for,  69, 
71,  72,  84-6,  93-4,  99,  112,  114,  141,  153-5, 
1 65,  213;  postal  arrangements  between 
Madras  and,  128,  276,  390,  462;  census 
of  free  merchants  and  seafaring  persons 
in,  166;  revenue  of,  220-1,  337,  436; 
defence  of,  252,  25S-9  ;  illicit  trade  in 
arms,  474 ;  state  of  affairs  on  eve  of 
dive's  departure,  477-8. 

— Government,    see    Court    of    Directors ; 

Fort  William  Board. 
— Governor,  see  under  Fort  William  Board. 
— Naib  Sub  ah,  see  Muhammad  Riza  Khan. 
— Nawab,  see  Sirajud-Daulah ;  Qasim  All 

Khan ;     Jafar     AH     Khan ;     Najrnud- 

Daulan ;  Saifud-Daulah. 

Bengal  Merchant  (ship),  365. 

Bengal  River,  see  Hooghly  River. 

Beni  Bahadur  (Beny  Bahadre),  Shujaud- 
Daulah's  naib,  263,  291  ;  note  on,  496. 

Bennett,  Ensign  Benjamin,  41. 

Bensley,  William,  writer,   175,   218. 

Bently,  Charles,  commended,  415. 

Betel-nut,  trade  by  Coy's  servants  in,  xxSx, 
xxxi,  7,  54,  97,'  98/101,  136,  137,  146, 
148,  189,  331;  Society  of  Trade's  plan 
for,  340,  356,  383,  395,  438,  469,  502; 
revenue  from,  431. 

Bettiah  (Batea),  Champaran  Dist.,  Bihar, 
timber  from,  450. 

Bevan,  Thomas,  Member  of  China  Coun- 
cil, 61,  105,  201  ;  Resident  at  Canton,  62, 
106,  201-2. 

Bhojpur  (Boujepore,  Budgpore),  Shahabad 
Dist.,  Bihar,  95,  96. 

Biggleston,  Martin,  3rd  mate  of  the  Earl 
Temple,  13,  166-7. 

Bigha  (measure  of  land  which,  in  Bengal, 
equalled  1600  sq.  yards  or  little  less 
than  Jrd  of  an  acre),  121. 

Bihar  (Bahar),  revenue  administration, 
xxiv-vi,  220-1,  337-8,  436,  493;  fortifica- 
tions, 96 ;  defence  against  the  Marathas, 


437  ;  restoration  ot  French  territories  in, 
44S ;  Coy's  monopoly  in  saltpetre  and 
opium  trade,  4S8. 

Billers,  William,  reprimanded.  4  ;  accepi> 
illegal  gratification,  173;  Meinber  of 
Board,  5,  48,  57,  240,  244,  246.  24S  :  at 
Patna,  240,  263,  41 8;  death,  354. 

Bills  of  Exchange,  29,  21i?T  25  i,  241-4, 
250-1,  272,  283-9,  303-11,  322,  374-9, 
421-2,  430,  465-S  ;  regulations  re.,  175-9* 
214-6,  363,  381,  406. 

Bird,  Shearman,  writer,  110. 

Bisdom,  Adrian,    dues   from,   459. 

Black,  Lt  Alexander,  of  artillery,  41. 

Blake,  John  Bradley,  Member  of  China 
Council,  201. 

Blewitt,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Admiral  n\:t~ 
son,  drowned,  403. 

Blorner,  Rev.  Thomas,  to  be  chaplain  at 
Fon  William,  150,  463. 

Blount,  Samuel,  Member  of  China  Coun- 
cil, 61. 

Boddam,  T.,  paymaster,  frauds  by,  22. 

Boiieau,  John  Peter,  writer  at  Madras,  68. 

Bolackydass,  see  Bulakidas  Seth. 

Bolts,  William,  factor,  xxxiii,  363 :  on 
Society  of  Trade,  xxxii ;  reprimanded, 
4-5  ;  misconduct  at  Benares,  413  ;  Alder- 
man, 462 ;  resigns,  463 ;  note  on,  504. 

Bombay,  goods  from  England  for,  63,  107, 
204; "saltpetre  for,  66,  95,  255,  270,  231, 
301,  328,  348,  349,  447  ;  ship-building  at* 
73-4,  118,  404,  442  ;  cloth  for,  75-6,  406  ; 
ships  for  and  from,  103,  164,  19SS  425-6, 
440 ;  demand  for  woollens  at,  104 ;  army, 
112,  153,  166,  177,  213,  235,  372,  427, 
429 ;  money  for,  348,  349  ;  illicit  oracle 
in  arms  at,  474  ;  and  passim. 

— C.  in  C.,  see  Gouin,  Maj.  John. 

— Governor,  see  Crommelin,  Charles. 

— Governor  in  Council,  36-7,  38  ;  censured, 
90. 

— Select  Committee,  abolished,  43. 

Bond  Debt,  E.  I.  Coy's,  proposed  payment, 
364,  397,  406. 

Bonds,  payments  re.  bonds  lost  during 
capture  of  Calcutta,  24-6,  42,  214,  280-1, 
306,  459-60. 

Books,  for  Bengal,  31-2,  88,  361. 

Booth,  John  Lloyd,  writer,  110, 

Boscaven  (ship)/ 72,  76,  86,  102,  235,  240, 
248,  254. 

Boughton,  Charles  William,  writer,  68. 

Boujepore,  see  Bhojpur. 

Boulton,  Henry  Crabb,  Director  of  E.  I 
Coy,  8,  9,  35,  37  ;  Member  of  Secret 
Committee,  38,  102,  140 ;  Dy  Chairman, 
44,  45,  56,  59,  93;  Chairman,  94,  100, 
101,  116,  132,  138,  139,  164,  167, 

Bourbon  (modern  Reunion),  Indian  Ocean, 
possession  resumed  by  French  Govt,  69 ; 
note  on,  488. 

Bowen,  Rev.  Furnival,  chaplain  at  Fort 
William,  23 ;  retires,  239,  276. 

Bern-land,  Capt,  John,  ot  the  Cruttenden, 
103,  171;  to  be  dismissed,  160;  ex- 
onerated, 425,  441. 

Boyd,  John,  Director  of  E.  1  Coy,  8,  9,  3/, 
44 ;  Member  of  Secret  Committee,  38. 

Bridger,  Lt  John,  to  be  deported,  83-4,  161. 
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Bright,  George,  writer,  68,  412,  456. 

Brisco,  John,  writer,  21  i. 

Britannia  (ship),  59,  103,  106,  1  OS,  114,  115, 

423,  440. 

— Capt.,  see  Rous,  Capt.  Thomas  Bates. 
British  King  (ship),  102,  198,  201,  204,  235, 

236,  249,  254. 
— Capt.,  see  Pigou,  Capt.  P. ;  Williamson, 

Capt.  Richard. 
Broadcloth,  sale,   269. 
Brohier,  Capt.  John,   19  ;   frauds  by,   22. 
Brooke,  Capt.  Robert,  60,  65,  487.  ' 
Brown,  Capt.  Beat-Louis,  resigns,  371,  417. 
Brown,  Robert,  factor,   dies,   275. 
Browne,  John,  Alderman,  dies,  462. 
Browne,  John,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  8,  9, 

Buck,  Lt  George,  to  be    deported,    S3-4 ; 
debarred  from  Coy's  service,   161. 

Buckingham   (ship),  360. 

Buckley,  Ensign  John,  41. 

Buddal  (Buddaul),  east  of  Malda,  -  Bengal, 
aurang  at,  323,  446,  460. 

Budgpore,  see  Bhojpur. 

Bulakidas  Seth  (Bolackydass),  payments 
due  to,  214,  493. 

Bullion  (specie),  export,  xxvi,  381  ;  scar- 
city, 222  ;  for  China,  437,  445. 

Bullock,  Lt  William,  85. 

Bullocks,  for  army,  129,  461. 

Bui  wand  Sing,  Bulwant  Sing,  see  Balwant 
Singh. 

Bund,  see  Band. 

Burdett,  John,  Member  of  Board,  240, 
244,  246,  248,  250,  251,  252,  260,  261, 
266,  283,  290,  293,  297,  313,  315,  317, 
323 ;  bill  of  exchange  for,  276-7  ;  clash 
with  Clive  and  resignation,  352-3,  360, 
362,  369-70,  391,  503;  debarred  from 
Coy's  service,  173. 

Burdwan,  Bengal,  7,  461  ;  revenue  adminis- 
tration, 21,  80,  121-3,  147,  148,  150,  159, 
184-6,  223-4,  228,  237,  273,  320,  355, 
472-3,  494 ;  survey,  79 ;  allowances  of 
residency  staff,  1 23-4  ;  factory  buildings, 
149,  303,  320;  cession  by  Mir  Qasim, 
485. 

— Chief,  see  Johnstone,  John ;  Marriott, 
Randolph. 

— Raja,  see  Tilak  Chand  Rai. 

— Supervisor  of  Revenues,  see  Verelst, 
Harry. 

Burford,  Robert,  writer,  68  ;  dies,  453. 

Burghall,  Capt,:Lt  George,  239,  273  ; 
cashiered,  359'. 

Burjaut,  see  Barjat. 

Burke,  Edmund,  on  acquisition  of  Diwani, 
xxiv, 

Burmese  (Burmahs),  the,  Coy's  aid  to 
Manipur  against,  19. 

Burrow,  John,  Member  of  China  Council, 
61,  62. 

Burrow,  Robert,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  8, 

9,  35,  37,  44,  45,  59,  70,  93. 
Bushire,  Iran,  goods  for,  63,  107,  204. 
Bussorah,  see  Basra, 

Bute   (ship),   73,  76,   139,   141-2,   165,   198, 
199,   202,  235,  248,   255,  267,  301,   318, 
349,  365. 
— Capt.,  see  Maitland,  Capt.  Patrick. 


Butler,  James,  to  be  practitioner  engineer 

and  ensign,  21. 
Buxar,   Shahabad   Dist.,   Bihar,   battle   of, 

xviii,    xxi,    133,    134,    260-1,    263,    496  ; 

Shujaud-Daulah's    withdrawal    towards, 

257,   261. 
Bitxey,  see  Bakhshi. 


,  see  Khas. 
Cadets,  for  Bengal,  111,  213-4;  preference 

to  direct  recruits,  152. 
Caernarvon  (ship),   10,   102,  254,  267,  301, 

319,  347;  illicit  trade  aboard,   113,   114, 

268. 
Caillaud,  Brig.-General  John,   Member  of 

Board,   5,   6  ;    Member   of   Select   Com- 

mittee, 8  ;  to  be  second  in  command  of 

Madras  army,  49  ;  Colonel,  51  ;  note  on, 

486.. 
Calbreath    (Calbraith),    Capt.    George,    of 

the  Lord  Anson,  39,  154-5. 
Calcutta  (ship),  102,  117,  198,  203,  205,  281, 

301,  303,  347. 

—  Capt.,  see  Thomson,  Capt.  George. 
Calcutta,   capture,   24,   42,   277,   280,   459; 

survey,  79  ;  investment,  93  ;  revenue, 
273  ;  docks,  373  ;  sale  of  salt,  395  ; 
postponement  of  puny  aha.,  405-6  ;  con- 
trol over  imported  necessaries,  407, 
444-5  ;  high  cost  of  living,  438-9  ; 
cemetery  and  church,  451  ;  and  passim; 
see  also  Fort  William  ;  Mint. 

—  Mayor,  see  Lister,  James. 

—  Sheriff,  see  Majendie,  William. 
Calcutta     Lands,     Calcutta     Pergunnahs, 

Calcutta  Purgannahs,  see  Twenty-four 
Parganas. 

Call,  T.,  Chief  Engineer  at  Madras,  210, 
411. 

Camden,  see  Lord  Camden, 

Cameron,  Hugh,   dies,   275. 

Cameron,  Ensign  Keneth,  of  infantry,  41. 

Camlets  (Carnblets,  Cambletts),  64,"  107, 
203-4. 

Campbell,  Alexander,  Junior  Merchant, 
promoted,  175  ;  Assay  and  Mint  Master, 
210,  239,  273,  281,  306,  360,  367;  Secy 
to  Select  Committee,  389-90  ;  commend- 
ed, 450, 

Campbell,  Col.  Charles,  51. 

Campbell,  Capt.  Donald,  to  be  Major,  34. 

Canary  Islanc.s,  Atlantic  Ocean,  69,  197. 

Canton,  ships  for,  60,  61-2  ;  goods  for,  64, 
107-8,  204;  investment,  348-9,  365,  380. 

—Residents  at,  62,  106,  201-2. 

Cape,  John,  chaplain,  23. 

Caramnassa,  see  Karamnasa  River. 

Carlisle  (ship),  365. 

Carnac,  Maj.  John,  operations  against 
Shujaud-Daulah,  xx,  245,  257,  294,  317, 
324;  Col.  of  1st  Battalion,  xxxiii,  50-1, 
350,  500  ;  dismissed,  3,  34  ;  resolution  to 
call  him  to  Board  on  non-military 
affairs,  4  ;  reinstated,  37,  47,  274,  321  ; 
Member  of  Board,  48,  57,  58,  174,  265, 
373,  420,  421,  430,  464,  479;  Brig.- 
General,  51,  303  ;  Member  of  Select 
Committee,  55,  176,  390,  391,  439,  476; 
tackles  mutinies  in  Bengal  army,  67, 
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247-8,  252,  427,  435 ;  Court  supports  his 
conduct,  95,  133  ;  reason  for  his  declin- 
ing command  of  Bengal  army,  152-3 ; 
present  from  Shah  Alam,  194/332,  361, 
493  ;  differences  with  Board  re.  stra- 
tegy, 257-8,  265-6 ;  clash  with  Vansit- 
tart,  317,  500;  on  civil  control  over  the 
army,  306 ;  intends  to  resign,  363 ; 
praised  by  Clive,  398  ;  charges  against 
Fullerton,'  417-8;  attends  congress  at 
Chapra,  436  ;  note  on,  483  ;  and  passim. 

Carnac,  Capt.  Scipio,  85, 

Carnec,  William,  surgeon,  35. 

Carter,  Roger,  Governor  of  Fort  Marlbro', 
29  ;  resigns,  151. 

Cartier,  John,  Chief  of  Dacca,  4  ;  Member 
of  Board,  5,  48,  57,  174;  praised  by 
Clive,  344. 

Case,  Samuel  Bartholomew,  writer,   111-2, 

275. 

Census,  of  'persons  within  Coy's  jurisdic- 
tion, 28,  ]"66. 

Centurion   (ship),  366. 

Chambers.  Charles,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy, 
8,  9,  35,  37,  44,  45,  56,  59,  70,  93,  100, 
101,  116,  132,  138,  139,  164,  167,  168. 
181,  192,  195,  219,  227,  229,  231. 

Chambers,  John,  to  be  Member  of  Board, 
48,  57. 

Chambers,  Hiccox  and  Denver,  wine  mer- 
chants, 205. 

Chamier    (Chammier),    John,   silk  expert, 

83,  373. 

Champion,  Capt.  Alexander,  promoted, 
238  ;  placed  under  Chief  of  Midnapore, 
1 29,  133;  rank  vis-a-vis  Fletcher,  ^  1 7  /, 
305'  351  ;  operations  against  Shujaud- 
Daulah,  247,  262;  sent  to  Midnapore, 
296  ;  note  on,  490. 

Chandernagore,  restored  to  the  French, 
172-3,  316,  349-50;  note  on,  5Cb. 

Channel  Creek,  on  the  Hooghly,  survey  of, 

Chaplains,  23,  463;  allowances,  156,  276. 

Chapman,  Lt  Col.  Charles,  to  command 
3rd  Battalion,  342-3,  351  ;  note  on  ^ 

Chapra  (Chupperah,  Chuprah)  Saran 
Dist.,  Bihar,  262 ;  restoration  of  French 
factory,  350,  448;  congress  of  various 
powers,  436-7,  506. 

Charlton,  Francis,  reinstated  as  Member 
of  Dacca  Council,  22,  274  -appointment 
as  Member  of  Board  cancelled,  35o. 

Chatham  (H.  M.  ship),  60.  TWnue 

Chauth  (fourth  part  of  land  revenue 
demanded  by  the  Marathas  as  price  of 
forbearing  to  ravage  enemy  countn), 
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Chesterfield,  see  Earl  of  Chest erfield 
Chick,  Capt.  Edward  Lord,  of  the  Ansan, 

103  ;  dismissed,  142. 

Chief  Engineer—  uf^ti™ 

—Bengal,  sw  Amphlett,  Thomas :  Martin, 

Capt.  Fleming. 

— Madras,  see  Call,  T. 

China,  28,  60,  71,  72  73,  95  :  ««|^» 
for  investment,  33,  6>6,  109,  208-9,  M, 
248-9,  254-5,  365,  380,  397,  406,  426,  4*7, 
445  473  ;  members  of  Council  of  Super- 
cargoes, 61-2,  105,  106,  201-2;  ships  for, 


62,  103,  105-6,  169,  197-S,  199,  201,  423, 
443;  treasure  and  monev  for,  76,  9!, 
117,  160.  171,  179-80,  26?,'  270,  25/1.  302, 
363  ;  ban  on  impsrt  of  opium,  165  ;  ncte 
on,  487-8  ;  see  alsfj  Canton. 
Chinargur,  Chirnagur,  Chirnarghur,  SiV 

Chunargarh. 

Chinese,  the,  at  Fort  Marlbro",  236  ;   de- 
mand custom  duties,  366. 

Chinsura,  Hooghly  Dist.,  Bengal,   17.  410. 

Chitabroy,  Chittabror.  set  Shitab  Ra:. 

Chittagong.  Bengal,  46!  ;  piece-goods,  16  : 
not  to  be  fortified.  20,  34,  79,  239.  275, 
485;  reieaues,  21,  SO,  124-5,  159.  273; 
ship-building,  73-4,  IIS,  404.  441:  sur- 
vey, 79,  124,  149:  factory  buildings,  124, 
273,  303,  372  ;  private  docks.  125  ;  invest- 
ment, 320  ;  French  claims,  44  S  ;  ceded 
by  Mir  Qasira,  435. 

—Chief,  7  ;  see  also  Verelst,  Harry  ;  Play- 
dell,  Charles  Stafford. 

—  Chief  and  Council,  19,  77. 

Chlttagong  River,  see  Karnaphuli  River, 

Choromandel,  see  Coromandel  Coast. 

Choitt*  see  Chauth. 

Chubeza  Bafta  (variety  of  cloth),  446. 

Chiinam  flime'u  159. 

Criiinargarh  (Chinargur,  Chirnagur,  Our- 
narshur),  Mirzapur  Dist.,  U.P..  capture 
of,  xxil.  292,  314,  499. 

Chupperah,  Chuprah,  see  Chapra. 

Cirenadc   (snow).   170. 

Clements,  Capt,  John,  of  the  Royal  Char- 
lotte, 60  ;  supercargo  for  Mocha  voyage, 

Clii-'e  (ship),  60,  64,  72,  85,  93,  197,  404. 
Clive.  Robert,  Lord,  Governor  and  C.   in 
C  0£  Bengal,  concludes  treaty  of  Allaha- 
bad, xxil,  xxili-iv,  333-4  ;  on  gains  from 
Dfcrflm,  XXT,  337-S  ;  Ms  jagir,  OT-vm, 
43,  53,  179,  215,  249,  276,  316,  oil,  ^2., 
344-5,  353,  464T  486,  500,  503  ;  on  cor- 
ruption  and   Indiscipline    among    COTS 
servants,   xxx,   xxxn-m,     330o,    jo9-W, 
343.4,  400-2  ;  regulates  inland  trade  &y 
CoVs  servants,  xxxi-ii,  340-1,^94-7,  431  ; 
armv   administration,  xxxm-iv,  aU,   KV, 
341-X  355-6,  393,  432.  453-9,  486;  sup- 
presses   'batta    mutinv',    xxxiv-v,    4-/, 
431-2,  435;  recommendations  re.    Coys 
serva^s,  44-5,  173,  175    181,  342-3,  344, 
,45.6     399-400,    416,    498  ;    salary    and 
aUowances,  49,  55;  to  be  Maj.  <  General, 
51  :  voyage  to  India,  52,  501  ;  tata» 
of  Select  Committee,  53,  l/o-*,  c?w»  ^j, 
418-   nroclamation  re.    appointment    as 
Governor  of  Bengal,  56-8  •  Courf  s  appre- 
ciation, 95,  96,  97,  IQQ-l,  128,  16.-8,  169, 
193,  228  :  Court's  request  to  eartend  stey 
in  Bengal   and  Ms  refusal   16;-S,   !»-, 
194-S,  229,   476^7,  478,    492;    P«P«*d 

i  j-f  ^t     —  —  •">  .  nr^n     T7  4  »  n 


-,         , 

i  j-f  ^t     —  —  •">  .  nr^n 

tour  of  various  provmces,  2-9, 


nn 

on 


.  , 

on  tasks  before  him  after  taking  charge 
as  Governor.  334;  on  European  trade, 
VW;  on  administrative  urun&naa* 
"after  Najmud-Daulah's  accession  ujjS  , 
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Burdett,  352-3,  360,  369-70,  503  ;  on  state 
of  treasury,  363-4,  397 ;  Gray's  com- 
plaints against,  387  ;  proposes  restric- 
tions on  Governor's  private  trade,  394, 
462,  471,  507  ;  on  mode  of  Investment, 
396-7 ;  proposes  to  resign,  398 ;  at 
Murshidabad  to  settle  revenue,  426,  434, 
436,  437.  449  ;  assassination  planned  by 
Capt.  Stainforth,  429,  454 ;  suspects  per- 
sonal resentment  of  Bengal  civilians, 
432 ;  attends  congress  at  Chapra,  436  ; 
indisposed,  464,  476 ;  Improvement  in 
health,  479  ;  departure  from  India  and 
appraisal  of  his  work,  xxxv-vi,  431, 
432-3,  477-8 ;  and  passim. 

— A.D.C.,  see  Grant,  Capt.  Robert. 

Cloth,  aid  to  Sumatra  re.,  45  ;  for  Coy's 
settlements,  62-4,  66,  75-6,  106-7,  203-4, 
406  ;  from  Baranagar,  77,  240,  408  ;  for 
tents,  91,  408;  illicit  trade  in,  143;  tim- 
ing and  method  of  dispatch,  165-6  ; 
packing,  206 ;  export,  365,  366,  367  ; 
from  Santipur,  446 ;  see  also  Broad- 
cloth ;  Long  Ells. 

Coast  and  Bay  (Coromandel  Coast  and  Bav 
of  Bengal), 'ships  for,  60,  61,  71,  72,  103, 
197-8,  423. 

Coast  and  China,  see  Coromandel  Coast 
and  China  resp. 

Coffee,  from  Mocha,  61,  94,   199,  202. 

Coinage  and  Currency,  commission  to 
Governor  of  Bengal  from  coinage  duty, 
49 ;  exchange  rate,  157 ;  difficulties  in 
minting,  273  ;  gold  coinage,  437,  449-50  ; 
at  London,  489-90 ;  see  also  Mint  ; 
Pound  Sterling ;  Rupee. 

Coja  Mockll,  see  Mockil,  Khwaja. 

Coja  Petruse,  see  Petrus,  Arratoon, 
Khwaja. 

Collinson,  James,  supercargo  for  Mocha 
voyage,  62. 

Colvfll,  Robert,  writer,   110. 

Comer,  see  Khamar* 

Commissary  General,  post  converted  into 
that  of  Military  Paymaster  General,  419. 

Committee  of  Accounts,  see  Accounts. 

Committee  of  Aurangs,  see  Anrangs. 

Committee  of  Inspection,  for  efficient 
working  of  administration,  400-1,  423, 
438-9,  443,  453,  459,  461-2,  477  ;  note  on, 
505. 

Committee  of  Lands,  159,  273  ;  note  on, 
479. 

Committee  of  Works,  salary  of  officials, 
155 ;  to  look  after  office  of  Supdt  of 
Bricks,  451. 

Cooke,  John,  459. 

Cooke,  'Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Earl  of 
Elgin,  10,  198. 

Cooke,  Thomas  Crosley,  writer,  110. 

Copper,  for  Coy's  settlements,  62-4,  106-7, 
203-4,  406;  sale,  74-5,  322,  444;  illicit 
trade  in,  1 13,  142,  200. 

Corah  (unbleached  silk),  16. 

Coral,  216,  363 ;  commission  to  Clive  on, 
49. 

Cordage,  62-4,  107,  204. 

Cornish  (ship),  369. 

Cornish,  Vice-Admiral  Samuel,  com- 
mander of  H-M's  Squadron  in  East 


Indies,  32,  40,   178;  on  navv  donation 
^16  "  ' 

**  i  **J* 

Coromandel  Coast  (Choromandel),  49,  60, 
69  ;  postal  arrangements  between  Bengal 
and,  128;  method  of  investment  at, 
397  ;  see  also  Coast  and  Bay  ;  Madras! 

Cony  Jury,  see  Kharijuri  Pargana. 

Coss,  see  Khas  or  Kos. 

Cossajura  (kind  of  cloth  manufactured  at 
Kasijora,  Midnapore),  16. 

Cossid,  see  Oasid. 

Cossim  AH  Cawn,  Cossim  Aly  Cawn, 
Cossim  Aly  Khan,  see  Qasim  All  Khan. 

Cossimbazar,  Murshidabad  Dist,  Bengal 
397;  silk,  16,  321,  408,  409;  investment, 
119,  367,  445,  446;  accounts,  159,  459; 
proposed  cantonment,  372. 

— Chief,  Member  of  Board  permitted  to 
hold  post,  7  ;  Resident  at  Murshidabad 
not  to  act  as,  221  ;  see  also  Batson, 
Stanlake ;  Senior,  Ascanius  William ; 
Sykes,  Francis. 

— Dallal,  see  Krishnananda. 

Cotes,  William,   writer,   211. 

Cottah,  see  Kotha. 

Cotton,  for  China,  236,  249. 

Cotton,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Hawke,   103. 

Court,  Capt.  Jonathan,  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  103. 

Court  of  Cutcherry,  salary  of  clerk  to, 
155. 

Court  of  Directors,  on  misconduct  of  Cov's 
servants,  xviii,  xxix,  xxx,  xxxi,  xxxii, 
3-5,  7-8,  54-5,  82,  113-Ss  135-7,  146-7, 
162-3,  177-8,  187,  188-90,  191,  193-4, 
211-2,  224-6;  on  relations  with  Mir 
Jafar,  xix,  xxiii,  43,  97-8,  132-3,  134-5, 
148;  on  Di^ani,  xxiv,  xxv,  183-5;  rela- 
tions with  Clive,  xxvii,  43,  55,  100-1, 
167-8,  182,  193-5,  228-9;  on  execution 
of  covenants,  xxxii,  53-4  ;  on  armv, 
xxxiii,  xxxiv,  15,  40-2,  44-5,  46-7,  49-51, 
67-8,  83-6,  112,  128-30,  153-5,  188,  213; 
on  composition  of  F.  W.  Board,  5-7,  43, 
47-9,  173-5:  on  Select  Committee,  9,  43, 
55-6,  147,  176-7,  182,  192,  228;  on  ship- 
ping, 10-5,  38-40,  59-62,  71-3,  102-6, 
117-8,  140-2,  163-5,  168-70,  196-203;  on 
investment,  16-7,  65-6,  76-7,  119,  144, 
171-2,  180,  207-9;  on  relations  with  the 
French  and  the  Dutch,  17-9,  33,  69,  78, 
1 72-3,  209 ;  on  relations  with  Indian 
powers,  17-9,  46,  77  ;  on  public  works, 
19-21,  79,  120-1,  149,  210;  on  revenues, 
21-2,  80-1,  121-6,  150,  185-6,  220-1,  223; 
on  accounts,  23-8,  86-8,  131,  156-60, 
180 ;  on  maintenance  of  records,  28-9, 
52-3,  148,  149-50,  161';  on  judicial 
administration,  30-1  ;  on  implementa- 
tion of  Treaty  of  Paris,  36-8  ;  on  ex- 
ports for  Coy"'s  settlements,  62-4,  74-6, 
106-9,  118-9,  203-7;  on  writers,  68, 
110-2  ;  on  contraband  trade,  69-70,  113-5, 
142-4,  160,  170-1,  180-1,  188,  200-1; 
urge  mutual  co-operation  among  various 
Presidencies,  85,  488-9  ;  on  irregularities 
re.  the  Winchelsea,  88-91  ;  on  relations 
with  Shujaud-Daulah,  95,  183;  on 
defence  of  Bengal,  96 ;  on  coinage 
and  currency,  126-7 ;  on  Resident  at 
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Murshidabad,  127-8;  demand  confiden- 
tial reports  of  Coy's  servants,  132;  on 
treaty  with  Shah  Alam,  133-4,  144-5,  183  ; 
on  treaty  with  Najmud-Daulah,  137-8', 
146-7;  on  Spencer's  Bengal  administra- 
tion, 147-8;  on  trade  in  Eastern  Seas, 
149  ;  on  relations  between  Carnac  and 
F.  W.  Board,  152-3  ;  reduce  salaries  of 
various  posts,  155-6;  regulate  remit- 
tances to  Europe,  178-9,  214-6,  222  ;  on 
navy  donation,  216-7 ;  on  effects  of 
British  rule  over  India,  220.  222. 

— Secret  Committee,  members,  38,  94,  102, 
169,  197  ;  powers,  43  ;  on  illicit  trade  by 
commanders  of  ships,  139-40. 

Court  of  Proprietors,  thank  officers  for 
gallantry  in  war  with  Mir  Qasim,  47  ; 
appoint  Clive  as  Governor  of  Bengal, 
47-8,  55. 

Court  of  Requests,  salary  of  clerk  to,  155. 

Court-martial,  of  mutineers,  429,  432,  454, 
456. 

Covenants,  191  ;  banning  acceptance  of 
presents,  xxxii-iii,  53-4,  56,  82,  147,  186, 
187,  331,  352,  412,  458,  487. 

Coxe,  William  Hippisley,  writer,  68. 

Creswicke,  Joseph,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy, 
100,  101,  116,  164,  168,  181,  192,  219, 
227;  Chairman,  229. 

Crichton,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  True 
Briton,  60. 

Crommelin,  Charles,  Governor  of  Bombay, 
56. 

Cruttenden  (ship),  59,  103,  106,  138,  140, 
423,  439,  440,  441,  463,  490  ;  illicit  trade 
aboard,  139-40,  143,  160,  171,  425. 

— Capt.,  see  Bowland,  Capt.  John. 

Cruttenden,  Edward  Holden,  Director  of 
E.  I.  Cov,  100,  101,  116,  132,  138,  139, 
164,  168,"  181,  192.  195,  219,  227,  229, 
231. 

Cuddalore  (ship),   160,   165,  302,  404. 

Cuming,  George,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  *H, 
56,  59,  70,  93,  100,  101,  116,  132,"  138, 
139,  164,  167,  168,  181,  192,  195,  219, 
227,  229,  231. 

Currency,  see  Coinage  and  Currency. 

Custom 'House  Ghat,  Calcutta,  443. 

Customs  and  Excise,  220,  366;  exemption 
granted  by  Mir  Qasim,  xixf  54 ;  duty  on 
salt,  xxiii,"  493,  496 ;  exemption  in  Oudh, 
1 83 ;  goods  for  Calcutta  on  English 
ships  exempted,  411  ;  see  also  Trade. 

Cutcha,  see  Kacha. 

Cuttack,  Orissa,  withdrawal  of  expedition 
to,  19. 

Cutts,  Charles,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  8,  9, 
35,  37,  45,  56,  59,  70,  93,  100,  101,  116, 
132,  138,  139,  164,  167,  181,  192,  195, 
219,  227,  229  ;  Member  of  Secret  Com- 
mittee, 38,  94,  102,  140,  169,  197. 

Cutwally  see  KotwaL 

CutwallVt  see  Kotwali. 

Cypher  "Code,  363;  note  on,  504. 

D.  M.  Rs.,  see  Rupee,  Bas-Masa. 
Dacca  (boat),  424. 

Dacca,  221,  274,  397;  misconduct  of  Coy's 
servants  at?  4,  189;  not  to  be  fortified. 


79;  investment,  93,  119,  239,  44^;  ?a!t 
trade,  137,  395;  accounts,  159;  restora- 
tion of  French  f acton-  at.  515,  J49 ; 
note  on.  495, 

— Chief,  Member  of  Board  permitted  to 
hold  post,  7  ;  Bee  also  Cartier,  John. 

Dacres,  P.  M.,  277. 

Dadni  (advance  made  to  contractors ',.  159, 

Dadni  Merchants  f merchants  who  receive 
money  in  advance  for  supplying;  gooi-: 
on  contract),  209,  396-7. 

DaUal  (broker).  460. 

Dalrymple,  Alexander,  of  Fort  St  George. 
explores  trade  possibilities  in  Eastern 
Seas,  149. 

Danes,  the,  altercations  with.  53-4 ;  remit- 
tances to  Europe  through,  406  ;  purchase 
of  medicines  from,  444 ;  import  of 
military  stores  by,  450. 

Darogha  (an  officer  or  inspector),  3. 

Darvall,  Joseph,  Second  in  Council  at  Fort 
Marlbro',  151. 

Dasfak  f'passport  generally ;  also  that  given 
by  Governor  of  Fort  William  or  Chiefs 
of  English  factories  exempting  goods  of 
Coy  or  their  servant?  from  duties),  7, 
54,'  137,  336-7,  415,  456,  483. 

Davie.  Matthew,  writer,   110. 

Dawson,   Adam,   writer,    110. 

Dawson,  Matthew,  writer,  liO. 

De  Castro,  Daniel,  free  merchant,  150. 

De  La  Garde,  George  Godefridous.,  wrlcers 
53,  304. 

De  La  Porte,  Claude,  expert  In  fine  cloth 
investment,  119,  272,  446;  allowances, 
1 6,  409 ;  administrator  of  Lt  William 
Ellerson's  estate,  413-4. 

Dean,  Richard,  Dy  Master  Attendant,  202  ; 
representation  by,  358, 

Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  see  Treaty  of 
Paris. 

Deloll,  see  DallaL 

Denham  (ship),  24. 

Denman,  Ensign  William,  of  infantry,  4L 

Denver',     see     Chamtfers,     Hiccox     and 


Deptfdrd  (ship),  71,  73.  77,  103,  235,  479. 

— Capt.,  see  Tryon,  Capt.  William, 
Devisme,     Stephen,     Member     of     China 

Council,    61,     105,     20!  ;     Resident    at 

Canton,  62,   106,  201-2. 
Devonshire  (ship),  10,  102.  103,  164-5,  163, 

254,  267,  282,  283,  464. 
— Capt.,     see     Mercer,     Capt.     William : 

Quicke,  Capt.  A. 
Dewcn,  see  Dfaan. 
Dewannee,  Dewanny,  see  DfiKrni. 
Dewar,  Capt.  James,  of  the  Speaker,  103. 
Diamonds,  420,  464;  illicit  trade  in,  130- 1. 
Diana  (ship),  366,  409. 
Dick,  John,  writer,  211. 
Diligent  (snow),  269,  302. 
Drawn  f  minister  ;  head  financial  minister) » 

146,  184:  note  on,  492, 
Draani  (office  of  head  financial  minister 

charged    with    collection    of    revenues), 

xxxv,  217,  353,  357,  363,  393,  405,  433-4, 

461,  473,  507;  working  of,  xxiv-vi,  379- 

80 ;     Clivc's     views     on,     xxv,    337-8 ; 

Court's  views  on, 
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Docks,  proposed  construction  at  Calcutta, 
373;  at  Chittagong,  125. 

Dollars,  exchange  rate  with  pound  ster- 
ling, 12. 

Dolphin  (ship),  58,  59. 

Dolubram,  Dooiubram,  see  Durlabhram 
Mahindra. 

Donston,  Stokeham,  Councillor  at  Fort 
Marlbro',  151. 

Doria  (striped  muslin),   16. 

Dorrien,  John,  Chairman  of  Court  of 
Directors,  8,  9,  35,  37. 

Doveton,  Capt.  Richard,  of  the  Glatitm, 
103. 

Downes,  Peter,  resigns,  361. 

Downs  (Downes),  England,  10,  71. 

Drake  (ship),  13-4,  268. 

Drake,  Dawson,  adventures  of,  366,  416. 

Droga,  see  Darogha. 

Droz,  S,,  at  Patna,  450. 

Du  Gloss,  CaDt.  Lewis  Felix,  in  Corps  of 
Engineers,  320,  154,  239;  surveyor,  321. 

Dnant  see  Divan. 

DuCane,  Peter,  Jr,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy, 
45,  59,  70,  93,  168,  181,  192,  195,  219, 
227,  229,  231. 

Ducarel,  Gerard  Gustavus,  writer,  68  ; 
commended,  373,  396,  415  ;  note  on,  504. 

Ducarel,  Capt.  James  Coltee,  85. 

Dudley,  George,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  44, 
45,  '56,  70,  93,  195,  229 ;  Member  of 
Secret  Committee,  94,  102,  140,  169, 
197;  Dy  Chairman,  100,  101,  116,  132, 
133,  339,  164,  167;  Chairman,  168,  181, 
192,  219,  227,  231. 

Duffield,  Capt.  Vernon,  deported,  454-5 ; 
note  on,  507. 

Duke  of  Albany  (ship),  10,  27,  30,  94,  103, 
164,  254,  26?;  426,  440. 

— Capt.,  see  Haldane,  Capt.  Jarnes. 

Duke  of  Cumberland  (ship),  103,  479. 

Duke  of  Gloucester  (ship),  196,  347. 

Duke  of  Kingston  (ship),  103,  107,  423. 
„  Duke  of  Richmond  (ship),  10,  196,  347. 

Dulubram,  sec  Durlabhram  Mahindra. 

Dumbleton,  Roger  Anthony,  writer,  211. 

Dum-Dum,  24-Parganas  Dist.,  Bengal, 
holiday  home  for  Bengal  Governor  at, 
412.  ' 

Dundas,  Lt  Thomas,  85, 

Dupre,  Josias,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  100, 
101,  116,  132,  138,  139,  164,  167,  168, 
181,  192,  195,  219,  227,  229,  231. 

Durand,  — ,  owner  of  the  Falmouth,  424. 

Durbar,  Resident  at,  see  Murshidabad 
Resident  at. 

Durlabhram  Mahindra  (popularly  Rai- 
durlabh),  minister  under  Najmiid-Dau- 
lah,  xxv,  339,  500,  502  ;  commission  on 
restitution  fund,  26,  278-9,  418;  bribes 
Burdett,  353,  360,  370,  503  ;  note  on, 
497. 

Du$i2cksf  Dustucks,  see  Dastak. 

Dutch,  the,  saltpetre  and  opium  trade  bv, 
17-8,  78,  119,  [72,  209,  272,  410,  446,  44S, 
488;  Coy  to  avoid  disputes  with,  33, 
281  ;  competition  In  trade  by,  45,  271, 
338,  368-9 ;  remittances  to  Europe 
through,  180,  214-5,  222,  363,  381,  406; 
remove  buoys  from  tfce  Hooghly,  442-3  ; 


purchase  of  medicines  from,  444  ;  plot 
at  Balasore  delivered  to,  448  ;  see  also 
Batavia. 

Dzif/o?i  (ship),  60,  61,  71,  196. 

Dynely,  John,  free  merchant,  456. 


EARL  of  Ashburnham  (ship),  33,  87,  103, 

106,   115. 

Earl  of  Chesterfield  (ship),  14,  268. 
Earl  of  Elgin  (ship),  10,  196,  198,  203,  347. 
Earl  of  Holdernesse  (ship),  10,  11. 
Earl  of  Holland  (ship),  254. 
Earl  of  Lincoln  (ship),  6,  10,  102,  198,  201, 

203,  204,  347. 

Earl  of  Middlesex  (ship),  73,  76,  181,  197, 

204,  235,   236,   248,   254,   255,   347,   348, 
360,  403. 

—Capt.,  see  Fletcher,  Capt.  H.  ;  Hasell, 
Capt.  John. 

Earl  Temple  (ship),  13,  166,  240. 

East  Indies,  authority  to  deport  un- 
licensed persons  in,  1*3  ;  and  passim. 

Eastern   Seas,   trade   in,    149. 

Etrmont  (ship),  59,   198,  203. 

Eliabad,  Elyabad,   see  Allahabad. 

Elizabeth   (H.  M.  ship),  60  ;  burnt,  144. 

Ellis,  William,  Chief  of  Patna,  xix,  xx, 
274  ;  dismissed,  3,  34-5  ;  reinstated,  47  ; 
Member  of  Board,  48,  57  ;  note  on,  486. 

Elphinstone,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Triton, 
198. 

England,  passenger  fares  to,  407 ;  and 
passim. 

Essex  (ship),  60,  62,  71,  196. 

Euro  pa  (ship),   198,  199. 

Europeans,  restitution  accounts  of,  26, 
277-80  ;  in  Coy's  army,  49,  50,  326,  474  ; 
military  officers  not  to  be  allowed  to 
serve  Indian  powers,  96  ;  restrictions  on 
residence  in  countryside,  194,  209,  222, 
352,  382-3 ;  as  agents  of  Society  of 
Trade,  383,  505  ;  in  Oudh  to  be  recalled, 
437 ;  black-marketing  at  Calcutta  by, 
445. 

Expedition   (packet  ship),   168. 

Export-Warehouse-Keeper,  proposes  ma- 
nagement of  aitrangs  by  covenanted  ser- 
vants, 323  ;  see  also  Playdell,  C.  S. 

Eynard,  Isaac,  writer,  68. 

Eyre,  Walpole,  42. 


FACE,  John,  writer,  68. 

Fairful,  Robert,  officer  of  the  Admiral 
Stevens,  359. 

Falmouth  (ship),  59,  73,  84,  93,  94,  99,  267, 
348,  360,  403  ;  agreement  with  owners, 
71-2  ;  enquiry  into  wreck  and  relief  ope- 
rations, 423-4,  425,  440,  442,  456. 

— Capt.,   see  Hepburn,  Capt.   George. 

Fanny    (ship),    181. 

Farman  (imperial  order  or  grant),  xxix,  7, 
36,  97,  136,  146,  147,  188,  295,  316,  337, 
483,  489,  490,  498. 

Farrukhsiyar,  Mughal  Emperor,  far  man 
re.  duty-free  trade,  xxix,  489, 

Fatwa,  Patna  Dist.,  Bihar,  restoration  to 
the  French  of  plot  at,  448, 


INDEX 


Faugoin,  Henry,  writer,  6S  ;  dies,  412. 

Faujdar  (head  of  police ;  military  gover- 
nor of  a  district),  4,  450,  474. 

Faujdari  (office  of  a  magistrate,  head  of 
police  or  criminal,  judge),  413. 

Fenner,  Capt.  Parson,  60,  487. 

Fenwicke,  Capt.  Thomas,  91  ;  dies,  417. 

Ferrand,  Gideon,  writer,  dies,  91-2. 

Field,  Ensign  Francis,  85. 

Fifteen-Dihs  (15  Dees),  Calcutta,  rented 
out,  452. 

Fir  Timber,  see  Pine  Timber. 

Fischer,  Capt.  Christian,  S3. 

Fitzherbert,  John  (Wm.),  writer,  110  ;  dies, 
452-3. 

Fitzhugh,  Thomas,  Member  of  China 
Council,  61,  105,  201  ;  Resident  at 
Canton,  62,  106. 

Fletcher,  Capt.  H.,  of  the  Earl  of  Middle- 
sex  254. 

Fletcher,  Sir  Robert,  Major,  34,  145,  305  ; 
operations  against  Shujaud-Daulah, 
xxii,  314;  Lt  Col.  of  1st 'Battalion  at 
Monghyr,  xxxiii,  50,  351,  426;  com- 
mands 'Bengal  army  on  Munro's  resig- 
nation, 153,  294,  296;  admonished  for 
prhately  sending  account  of  army  ope- 
rations 'to  England,  161  ;  question  of 
rank,  177,  275;  representation  by,  342; 
cashiered,  xxxiv,  xxxv,  429,  454 ;  note 
on,  491. 

Flour,  for  Fort  Marlbro5,  64,  107,  204. 
Floyer,  Charles,  transferred  from  Madras 
to   Bengal   as   Member   of  Board,   225, 
228,   362,   388,   392,  399,  420,   421,  430, 
464,  479;   recommended  by  Clive,  336; 
arrival    expected,    394;    assumes    office, 
414 ;    resents    RumbolcTs    appointment, 
475  ;  note  on,  494. 
Forbes,    Lt    James,    commission    in   Coy's 

army  to,  417. 
Foreigners,  not  to  rise  above  major's  rank, 

152. 

Forster,  Capt.  James,  resigns,  30o-6. 

Fort,  see  Fort  William. 

Fort  Marlbro'  (Bencoolen,  Sumatra,  \Vest 
Coast),  Benkulen,  on  west  coast  of 
Sumatra,  treasure  for,  10 ;  slaves  for, 
11,  39,  40,  60,  71.  357,  404,  483  ;  Bengal's 
aid  to,  29,  45,  119,  144  ;  stores  for  29-jO, 
62,  64,  65,  76,  107,  109,  204,  270,  272, 
302,  319,  328,  365,  404,  406-7,  447  ;  ships 
for,  103,  197-8  ;  illicit  trade  at,  143,  474 ; 
recruits  for,  153,  213  ;  note  on,  4fc. 
-Governor,  see  Carter,  Roger;  \\yatt, 

Richard. 

--Governor  and  Council,  members,  lot. 

Fort  St.  George  (ship),  365, 

Fort  St  George,  24,  60,  61,  62,  /I,  /5  , 
goods  for,  63,  106,  138,  203;  J«*e*  for, 
64  ;  saltpetre  for,  66,  95,  255,  270 ;  ships 
for,  303,  164,  198;  wine  for,  141;  in- 
vestment at,  365 ;  see  also  Madras. 

—President  and  Council,  see  Madras  Gov- 
ernment. 

Fort  William  (ship),  33,  38,  39,  40,  42,  44, 
45,  71,  301,  319,  486;  agreement  with 
owners,  11-3;  Illicit  trade  aboard,  143-4, 
181  ;  accounts,  156-7. 

—Capt.,  see  Roch,  Capt.  Edward, 


Fort  William  (Fort,  Xew  Fort.  Old  Fort', 
fortifications,  19,  79,  !2U,  2jn,  272,  572, 
382,  450;  accommodation  fnr  writer-, 
98-9,  371,  5S2,  4^0;  office  bu:  Icings, 
12!  ;  inhabitants  ro  share  bunding  ex- 
penses, 149  ;  measures  tu  check  en- 
croachment of  the  Highly.  411-2; 
conversion  of  old  fort,  459  :  and  fzssim, 

Fort  William  Board,  npp^ir.on  tu 
Vansittart,  xvii,  six,  ?,  49--3.  5vO  :  in- 
land trade  by  members,  xxx.  xxxi,  97, 
340-1,  502  ;  relations  with  Carnac,  xx, 
152-3,  257-S,  265-5;  criticised  for  extor- 
tions from  Mir  Jafc'ar,  xxiii,  sxsii.  97-?. 
132-7,  148;  extraction  of  present?  from 
Najmud-Daulah,  x\iii,  xxxiii,  352.  3^5- 
6,  434,  472,  492,  498-9,  563  ;  appointment 
of  civilians  from  Madras,  xxxiii,  2ii!» 


398-9t  414,  434,  501  ;  unanimity  during 
'bat  fa  mo  tiny*,  xxxiv,  435  ;  personnel, 
5-6,  43,  43-9,'  56-S,  173-5,  351-2;  mea- 
sures for  adequate  attendance  at  meet- 
ings, 6-7  ;  reinstatement  of  dismissed 
members,  47;  powers  over  armvT  51, 
128,  129,  194.  306,  341-2.  361.  4S  7  ^re- 
lations with  Select  Committee,  55-6, 
IS7;  co-operation  with  other  Presiden- 
cies, 85,  488-9  ;  business  di\ided  into 
two  depts,  S6»  4S9;  merit  to  be  consi- 
dered for  membership,  132;  strength 
reduced,  354-5,  550  :  question  of  share 
in  booty  money,  355-6  ;  powers  to  de- 
port undesirable  persons,  455  ;  trustees 
for  dive's  Fund  for  Military  Invalids, 
4S5-9;  as  Committee  of  Restitution, 
463  ;  powers  of  taxation,  475  :  discon- 
tent due  to  Rumbold's  appointment. 

1  •"  C 

4/0. 
—Assistant      Secretary,      see      Majendie, 

William. 

—  President  and  Governor,  commission  on 
revenues,  6,  49,  159,  462,  470-1,  507; 
salary  and  allowances,  55  ;  Clive's  views 
re.,  331,  334-6,  394;  purchase  of  holiday 
home  for,  412;  custom  of  giving  him 
prior  intimation  about  marriage  cere- 
monies in  Calcutta,  416;  see  also 
Vansittart,  Henry  ;  Spencer.  John  ;  Clive, 
Robert, 

—Second  in  Council,  abolition  of  special 
allowances,  217  ;  see  also  Spencer,  Joiffi  : 
Sunnier,  W.  B. 

—Secretary,  allowances,  82,  414:  recrait- 
ment  in  England  proposed,  400f  46!  ; 
see  also  Aldersey,  William;  Graham, 
John  ;  Majendie,  William  ;  Russell 
Claud;  Williamson,  George, 

—Select  Committee,  personnel  and  powers, 
8,9,  32,55-6,  147;  176-7,  192,  331,.  418, 
501  ;  abolition  of  previous  committee, 
43  ;  Court  appreciates  work  of,  182*  22S» 
476;  opposed  by  F.  W.  Board,  187  ;  on 
appointing  Madras  civilians  to  F,  V.. 
^ard,  211,  225,  388-9,  392,  434  :  Courts 
Instructions  re.  members1  presence,  22^  ; 
Clive's  views  on  utility  and  work  «>F, 
334-5;  proceedings,  352-6,  359  :  plan  for 
inland  trade,  361,  382-3,  4fi9-7C3;  m 
,  379-80,  433-4;  on  revenues, 
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380-1,  3S3-5,  436,  452,  472-3;  on  army 
administration,  381-2,  434-6,  456-7, 
473-4  ;  on  fortification  of  Fort  William, 
382  ;  on  Johnstone's  defence,  385-6  :  on 
conduct  of  Leycester  and  Gray,  3S7-S  ; 
opposed  to  Shah  Alarn's  project  of  re- 
covering Delhi,  390 ;  on  treaty  with 
Shujaud-Daulali.  433  ;  on  policy  towards 
the  Marathas,  436-7,  474-5 ;  on  extor- 
tions from  Mir  Jafar,  437-8,  468-9  ;  on 
Governor's  emoluments,  470-1  ;  demand 
from  Coy's  servants  return  of  presents, 
471-2  ;  note  on,  487. 

Fort  William  Presidency,  see  Bengal. 

Fortnom,  John,  Civil  Architect  and  Asst 
Engineer,  Bengal,  21,  120,  373;  services 
praised,  417. 

Foundling  Hospital,  Omichand's  bequest 
to,  27. 

FQx-'(ship),  14,  60-1,  64,  72,  84,  93,  359-60, 
404. 

— Capt.,  see  Hume,   Capt.   Alexander. 

France,  see  French,  the. 

Francis,  Lt  Swain  Ward,  83-4. 

Fredericknagore,   see   Serampore. 

Free  Merchants,  69,  III  ;  illicit  trade  by, 
5,  143 ;  not  entitled  to  benefit  of 
dastaks,  7  ;  not  to  be  admitted  to  Coy's 
service,  166  ;  confined  to  Calcutta,  222, 
382-3 ;  role  in  regulating  private  trade, 
395,  396 ;  refuse  army  commissions, 
428  ;  reward  for  assistance  during  cbatta 
mutiny',  456. 

French,  Ensign  T.5  appointment  as  Mem- 
ber of  Board  cancelled,  355  ;  Alderman, 
419,  420,  421  ;  note  on,  505. 

French,  the,  naval  movements,  14,  38,  94  ; 
prisoners  of  war,  23-4,  87,  131,  239-40, 
249,  419  ;  end  of  war  with,  30  ;  restora- 
tion of  possessions  of,  36-7,  38,  172-3, 
281,  316,  349-50,  368,  410-1,  448;  edict 
re.,  69,  488  ;  need  for  information  re,, 
78;  trade  by,  171-2,  180,  338,  368; 
remittances  to  Europe  through,  214-5, 
222S  381,  406  ;  in  Coy's  army,  247,  251-2, 
258,  282,  307,  321-2';  saltpetre  for,  350, 
410,  446,  448 ;  medicines  purchased 
from,  444  ;  and  passim ;  see  also  Law 
de  Lauriston,  Jean. 

French  Translator,  post  to  be  abolished, 
155. 

Fullerton  (Fullarton),  William,  surgeon  at 
Patna,  payment  on  bond  to,  42 ;  blamed, 
417-8.  " 

Futwah,  see  Fatwa. 

QALLOPIKE,  Peter,  Alderman,  dies,  462. 

Gandak  River,  North  Bihar,  450. 

Gardiner,  Capt.  Henry,  of  the  Success,  11, 
267,  306  ;  of  the  Mercury,  169. 

Gardiner,  Thomas,  cadet,  to  be  practi- 
tioner engineer,  218. 

Garland,  Nathaniel,  Member  of  China 
Council,  61,  105;  Resident  at  Canton, 
62. 

Ghat  Manjki  (official  who  regulates  supply 
of  boats,  provides  crews  and  generally 
superintends  details  of  a  landing  place 
on  the  river),  353,  503, 


Ghazipur  (Gauzepoor,  Gazipore),  U.  P., 
cession  demanded  by  the  English,  xxiii, 
291,  490,  498  ;_  Court  against  acquisition 
of,  133-4,  137  ;  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing troops  in,  324. 

Ghaziud-Din  Khan  (Gazi-o-din  Cawn, 
Gazo  Din  Khan),  vazir  of  Abmad  Shah 
and  Alamgir  II,  145,  325. 

Gifts,  see  Presents. 

Giria  (Gheria),  north  of  Murshidabad, 
Mir  Qasim  defeated  at,  xix. 

Gladwin  (Gladman),  Francis,  writer,  150, 
181,  218,  321  ;  Deputy  Paymaster  to  3rd 
Brigade,  452. 

Glatton  (ship),  59,  103,  106,  115,  248,  423. 

— Capt.,  see  Doveton,  Capt.  Richard. 

Glover,  Capt.  Alphonsus,  of  the  Warren, 
13;  of  tie  Duke  of  Cumberland,  103. 

Goalpara  (Goualpara),  Assam,  French 
claims  at,  448. 

Godolphin  (ship),   14,  35,  88,  91. 

Gomastahs,,    see    Gumashtas. 

Good-Intent    (ship),    139. 

Goodlad,  Anthony  Bennett,  writer,   110. 

Goodwin,  Henry,  allowance  from  Burdwan 
Raja  to,  472". 

Gouin,  Maj.  John,  C.  in  C.,  Bombay,  166, 
177. 

Graham,  John,  Secy  to  Board,  commend- 
ed, 82,  128,  224,  249-50,  304-5  ;  Resident 
at  Midnapore,  373,  384,  445,  473  ;  allow- 
ance from  Burdwan  Raja  to,  472  ;  note 
on,  495. 

Graham,  Capt.  Jobn,  of  cavalry,  321. 

Grant,  — ,  recommended  for  Bengal  civil 
service,  371. 

Grant,  Alexander,  contractor  for  army 
bullocks,  461. 

Grant,   Capt.   Hugh,   promoted,   351. 

Grant,  Capt.  Robert,  A.D.C.  to  Clive,  44, 
50. 

Grant,  Thomas,  pilot  of  the  Winchelsea, 
dismissed,  117;  dies,  442. 

Gray,  George,  Member  of  Board,  304,  317, 
323  ;  misconduct  and  resignation,  226-7, 
352,  360,  362,  370-1,  387-8,  391,  392, 
416,  505;  disagrees  with  administrative 
arrangements  for  Najmud-Daulah,  316, 
499 ;  against  Sykes'  appointment  as 
Resident  at  Murshidabad,  354  ;  member 
of  committee  of  inland  trade,  356  ;  on 
procuring  timber,  415  ;  dismissed,  173  ; 
returns  to  England,  371,  398  ;  note  on, 
494. 

— bania  of,  see  Ramnath. 

Green,  Capt.  John,  resigns,  275. 

Greenwollers,   Ensign   Weston,   41. 

Grenville  (ship),  70,  71,  75,  84,  88,  91,  93, 
197,  348,  359,  365,  366,  371,  374,  402, 

403,  406,  409,  423,  487. 
Greyhound  (snow),  45  ;  sold,  269. 
Griffin,  Capt.  J.,  of  the  Lapwing,  52,  319  ; 

of  the  Admiral  Stevens,  167,  169,  359. 
Grindall,  Rivers,  writer,  68  ;  dies,  453,  458. 
Grosvenor  (ship),  60,  62,  71,  91,   197,  347, 

404,  479. 

— Capt.,   see   Saunders,    Capt.   David. 
Grueber,  Nicholas,  at  Buddal  aurang,  460. 
Guild,  John,  Councillor  at  Fort 
15L 
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Guinea,  W.  Coast  of  Africa,  slaves  from, 
60. 

Gumashtas  (Indian  agents,  stewards  or 
confidential  factors),  7,  137,  144,  172, 
194,  246,  271,  368,  383;  mismanagement 
at  aurangs  by,  4,  323,  367,  447  ;  to  hold 
licenses  for  inland  trade,  470. 

Gunduc,  see  Gandak  River. 

Gunpowder,  manufacture  in  Bengal,  42, 
75,  81,  92,  94,  240,  407;  for  Coy's 
settlements,  62-4,  91,  106,  107,  203-4, 
205. 

Guns,  proving  of,  15;  for  Bengal,  94,  206, 
207;  illicit  trade  in,  133,  142,  181. 

HADLEY,  Henry,  Director  of  E,  I.  Coy,  8, 

9,  35,  37,  44,  45,  70,  93,  100,   101/116, 

132,   138,   139,   164,  167. 
Haggis,  Capt.  Charles,  of  the  Thames,  60. 
Haingyyi   Island    (Negrais),  Burma,   19. 
Hairbines     (kind     of     piece-goods?),     for 

Canton,    64,   204. 
Haldane,    Capt.    James,    of   the    Duke    of 

Albany,   103. 

Haliburton,  John  Gordon,  writer,   110. 
Hall,    Capt.    Richard,    of   the     Worcester, 

198. 
Hammond,  J,,  Chief  Officer  of  the  Asia, 

dismissed,    405. 
Hampshire  (ship),  103,  107,  115,  140,  423, 

490. 

— Capt.,  see  Smith,  Capt.  John. 
Hannay,   Capt.   Alexander,   85. 
Harcourt  (ship),  106,  229,  403,  425. 
Harding,  Lt  Ralph,   85. 
Hardwicke  (ship),  13-4,  33,  60,  72,  85,  93, 

197,  268,  404. 

— Capt.,   see  Samson,   Capt.  Brook. 
Hardwicke,    Capt.    Peter,    of   the   Earl    of 

Lincoln,    1 98. 
Hari  Chandra  (Hurry  Chunder),  darogha, 

Harial   (Harry all,   Hurriaul),  Pabna  Dist., 

Bengal,  aurang  at,  323f  446. 
Haripal  (Hurrypall),  Hooghly  Dist.,  Bengal, 

aurang  at,  446. 
Harris,  Herbert,  writer,  68. 
Harrison,  John,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  8, 

9    35   37-;  44,  45,  56,  59,  70,  93.  100,  101, 

116,    132,   138,   139,   164,   167,   168,   181, 

192,   195,  219,  227,  229,  231. 
Harrison,  Robert  John,  Member  of  China 

Council,    105. 
Harrison,     William,    Member     of    China 

Council,  201  ;  Resident  at  Canton,  202. 
Hasbul-hukm  (document  issued  agreeably 

to  royal  authority  by  minister  or  other 

high  'officer  of  Covi)]  146. 
Hasell,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Earl  of  Middle- 


>  '  ,      -      in 

Hastings,  Warren,  Member  of  Board,  .5,  48, 
57,  240,  244,  246,  248,  250,  251,  252,  260, 
261,  283,  290;  accompanies  Vansittart 
to  Monghyr,  xix ;  Member  of  Select 
Committee,'  8;  money  received  from 
Petrus  by,  162-3  ;  resigns,  304. 

Hatch,  John  Mosden,  writer,  211. 

Hatley,  Parker,  bullocks  contractor, 
frauds  by,  129,  462, 


Hats,  for  army,  11??,  206,  444,  474. 
Havannah    (ship),  59,   103,    139,    143,   15% 

479. 

—Capt.,  see  Madge,  Capt.  Thomas, 
Ha-zke  (ship),  59t  ]f)3.  1J9.  145.   155,  47«l 
— Capt.,   see   Cotton,    Capt.   Jnhn. 
Hay,   Capt.   George,   resigns/ 32 i. 
Hay,  Robert,  Councillor  at  Fort  Marlbrn*, 

1*51. 
Hay,  Capt.  Robert,  of  the  \"e^    Success 

200. 

Hay,  William,  Member  of  Board,  4,  7.  4\ 
57 ;  dismissed,  3,  483 :  deputed  to  Mir 
Qasim,  32 ;  reinstated,  47. 

Hazari  Mai   (Hazzooriraul.  HuzzoorimuK 

Omichand's  agent,   27-S,   281,   485. 
Heatly,  Suetonios  Grant,   writer,    110. 
Hector  (ship),  59,  69,  73,  84,  35.  197,  !9>, 

203,    217,    403,    425 ;    agreement    •with 

owners,  71-2;   illicit  trade  aboard,   1H. 

425,  44!. 
• — Capt.y    see    Massey,     Capt.     Edmund ; 

Williams,  Capt.  John. 

Henchman,   Thomas,    writer,   68. 
Hepburn,  Capt.  George,  of  the  Falmnuth* 
93,  94  ;   enquiry   into   conduct  of,   414. 
440. 
Herbert,  John,  Councillor  at  Fort  Marlbro', 

151. 
Higginson,  Alexander,  Sub-Secretary.  $11=- 

pended,  458, 
Hiccox,      see      Chambers,     Hiccox      and 

Denver. 

Hlggiiison,  Henry,  writer,  die?,  275. 
Hijili   (Ingelleel  Midnapore  Dist.,  Bengal 

13,  403. 

Hinde,  Capt.  T.,  of  the  Gnste,  13. 
Histoire    des    Trait  es    cle    Paiv    et    Attires 
Negotiations  (History  of  treaties  of  peace 
and  other  negotiations),  31,  SS. 
Hodsden,  Lt  — ,  of  King's  army,  249. 
Hogarth,   John,   writer,    110. 
Hoggan,  Ensign  George,  85. 
Holford,  Robert,  Alderman,  resigns*  419. 
Holland,  William,  writer,  21!. 
Hollond,  John,  writer,  censured,   130. 
Holwell,    John    Zephaniah,    payment    on 
bond  to,   25-6,   42;   bribe   received   by, 
162-3;  note  on,  491. 

Hooghly,  Bengal,  88,  450;  note  on,  489. 
Hooghlv  River  (Bengal  River,  River,  River 
of  Bengal),  33,  45,  S9 ;  to  be  surveyed, 
73  92,  405,  442,  488  ;  encroachment  OB 
Fort  "William,  382,  411-2;  removal  of 
buoys  from,  442-3. 

Hope,  Lt  Thomas,  85.  t 

Horner,      Mann,      Member      of      China 
Council,  201.  _         _ 

Horsendon  (ship),  60,  62,  63,  70,  /:>,  84,  ^, 

197*  347,  "348. 

—Capt.,  see  Matter,  Capt.   William. 
Hosea,  William,  writer,  III),  111  ;  employ- 
ed in  army,  452. 
Hospital,    reduction    in    expenses,    414, 

building  for,  451. 

Houghton   (ship).  59,    198,   201,  ^03. 
House     of     Commons,     committee     lor 
enquiry  into  Indian  affairs,  230, 
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Howe,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Winchelsea^ 

76,  S9-9I,  117.  249;  of  the  Nottingham, 

I03T  200  ;   dismissed,   254. 
Howitt,  Robert,  writer,  110,  111.  452. 
Hudson,  Lt  Luke,  of  infantry,  41  :  Capt.. 

resigns,  371. 

Hughley,  Hughly,  set?  Hooghly. 
Hume,  Capt.  Alexander,  of  the  Fox,  60. 
Hunter.   Robert,    surgeon,    151.    175,    321, 

358,   453;   dismissed,  460. 
Hunterman,    Lt     Arnold,     to     return     to 

England,  83-4,   161. 
Hurriaul,   see  Harial. 
Hurry    Chunder,    see    Han    Chandra. 
Hurrypall,  see  Haripal. 
Hurst,    Rev.    William,    chaplain    at    Fort 

William,  23  ;  resigns,  276. 
Husbulhookums,  see  Hasbul-hukm. 
Huzzoorimul,  see  Hazari  Mai. 


ILIABAD,  Illahabad,  llllabad,  sec  Allaha- 
bad. 

JUocus  (ship),  sold,  404. 

Imadul-Mulk,  ex-vazir  of  Farmkhabad, 
xxii. 

Imports,  for  various  settlements,  62-4,  74-6, 
106-9,  118-9,  203-7,  269-70;  control  over 
prices  and  distribution,  407,  444-5. 

Import- Warehouse-Keeper,  allowances,  217  ; 
office  building  for,  451  ;  and  passim. 

Indians,  not  to  'be  employed  as  writers, 
68  ;  concern  over  their  military  progress, 
77,  96,  450 ;  banishment  of  those 
indulging  in  illicit  trade,  143,  147  ; 
restitution  money  paid  to,  279. 

Ingellee,   see  Hi j  ill. 

Inglis,  Capt.   C'.,  of  the  Asia,  372,  405. 

Ingram,   Charles,   writer,   68. 

Invalids,  Olive's  fund  for,  xxxiv,  458. 

Investment,  16-7,  67  ?  72,  76-7,  93,  110,  119, 
124,  136,  171-2,  207-8,  272,  320,  328, 
365-7,  408-9,  445-7,  473;  through 
covenanted  servants,  144,  323  ;  effect  of 
money-lending  by  Coy's  servants  on, 
180 ;'  through  dadni  merchants,  209, 
396-7 ;  position  vis-a-vis  Dutch  in- 
vestment, 271  ;  value  in  rupees,  425 ; 
see  also  Aurangs ;  China;  Cloth; 
Gumashtas ;  Saltpetre  ;  Shipping,  Silk  ; 
Trade. 

Iron,  for  Coy's  settlements,  62-4,  106-7, 
203-4  ;  illicit  trade  in,  113,  115,  142,  170, 
181,  200. 

Ironside,  Edward,  202. 

Invin,  James,  writer,  68. 

Isle  of  France,  see  Mauritius. 

.Iveson,  Capt.  Stephen,  of  the  Sulivan, 
captures  the  Susanna  Margaritta,  33, 
79. 


JACOMB,  Robert,  writer,  211. 

Jafar  AH  Khan  (Jaffier  Ally  Khan,  Jaffier 
Aly  Cawn,  Meer  Jaffier),  Nawab  of 
Bengal,  deposition  and  restoration  of, 
xviil,  xix,  xxiii,  43,  46,  487  ;  grants  and 
bequests  to  Clive,  xxvli,  xxxiv,  458 ; 
article  re.  inland  trade  in  treaty  with, 


xxix,  xxx,  54,  146,  264-5 ;  extortions 
from,  xxxii,  97-8,  132-3,  134-5,  148,  247, 
437-8,  468-9 ;  pays  military  expenses, 
xxxiii-iv,  96,  259-60,  265,  '  273,  487  ; 
complaints  against  Coy's  servants,  77, 
187  ,-  house  bought  for,  121  ;  navy  dona- 
tion, 216-7,  356-7,  504;  to  procure 
subahdari  sanads  from  Shah  Alam, 
245-6  ;  settlement  of  payments,  246, 
271,  295 ;  restitution  payments,  277, 
278,  280,  463-4,  485,  489,  495,  497  ;  ill, 
295,  296-7  ;  opinion  re.  Spencer,  298-9 ; 
loan  by  Jagat  Seths  to,  449  ;  dies,  xxiii, 
137,  145,  173,  312,  314,  325,  490,  498; 
and  passim. 

Jagat  Seths  (Juggut  Seat,  Seats),  lend 
money  to  Coy,  386 ;  settlement  of 
claims  of,  449  ;  'notes  on,  502,  506-7  ;  see 
also  Khushal  Chand. 

Jagdia  (Jugdea,  Jugdia),  Noakhali  Dist., 
Bengal,  French  factory  at,  316,  349,  446. 

Jagir  (hereditary  assignment  of  land  and 
of  its  rent  as  annuity),  221  ;  of  Lord 
Clive,  xxvi-viii,  43,  53,  179,  215,  249, 
276,  316,  317,  327,  344,  345,  353,  464, 
486,  500,  503. 

Jaleswar  (Jellasore),  Balasore  Dist.,  Orissa, 
revenue  administration,  212,  228,  393, 

4^"T 
JJ. 

Jamabandi  (total  assessment  of  land 
revenue  due  for  a  year  or  a  period  of 
years  from  an  estate),  186,  452. 

Jamadar  (an  officer  of  police  or  customs), 
34. 

James,  Robert,  Secy  to  Court  of  Directors, 

58,    196,   229. 
Jats      (Jauts),      the,      hostility      towards 

Shujaud-Daulah,       325  ;       at       Chapra 

congress,  436. 

Jekyl,   Joseph,   Alderman,   462. 

Jellasore,   see  Jaleswar. 

Jemaubandy,   see   Jamabandi. 

Jemautdar,    see   Jamadar. 

Jennings,  Capt.  William,  247  ;  promotion, 

83,  129,  238,  321  ;  attempts  to  suppress 

mutiny,  418;  note  on,  495. 

Jewell,  Lt-Fireworker  Ishmael,  of  artil- 
lery, 41. 

Johanna  (Joanna)  Island,  off  Madagascar, 
200;  note  on,  493. 

Johanna  Marcat,   419-20. 

Johnston,  Thomas,  Chief  Mate  of  the 
Hector,  114. 

Johnstone,  Gideon,  brother  of  John  John- 
stone,  writer,  68,  412;  resigns,  463; 
debarred  from  Coy's  service,  173. 

Johnstone,  John,  4,  7  ;  dismissed,  3,  483  ; 
reinstated,  43,  47,  282 ;  Member  of 
Board,  48,  57,  261,  283,  290  ;  Chief  of 
Burdwan,  80,  127,  237,  274,  312  ;  minute 
re.  private  trade,  136;  challenges  dive's 
title  to  jagtr,  344,  503 ;  resigns,  352 ; 
Select  Committee  answers  his  defence  of 
misconduct,  385-6  ;  marriage,  416 ; 
debarred  from  Coy's  service,  173; 
property  to  be  confiscated,  191  ;  to  be 
prosecuted,  212,  228  ;  notes  on,  493,  505. 

Jones,  Lt  John,  of  infantry,  41. 
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Jones,  Robert,  Director  of  E.  I.  Cov,  100 

!Q!'  ,o\6'    L32'    138'    139>   ]64>    I6'>   1<£ 
181,  192,  195,  219,  227,  229  ;  Member  of 

Secret  Committee,  94,  102,  140,  169,  197. 
Joiirdan,     Francis,     Member     of     Manila 

Council,   319. 

Jugdea,  Jugdia,   see  Jagdia. 
Juggut  Seat,  see  Jagat  Seths. 
Jumneabundy,  see  Jamabandi. 

KACHA   (raw,  crude),  410. 
Karamnasa  River  (Caramnassa),  245,  247 
Kankal   (Karrical),  on  Coromandel  Coast, 
^to  be  restored  to  the  French,  316. 
Karaaphuli  River  (Chittagong  River),  125- 
note  on,  489. 

Katwa,  Burdwan  Dist.,  Bengal,  Mir  Qasim 

defeated  at,  xix. 

Keating,  Christopher,  writer,  211. 
Keble,  Capt.  Page,  Master  Attendant,  15, 

358,  415. 

Keene,  Miss  Caroline,  marries  John  John- 
stone,  416. 

Keerpoy,  see  Khirpai. 

Keir,  Archibald,  Alderman,  462. 

Kella,  see  Kila. 

Kelsall,  Thomas,  transferred  from  Madras 
to  Bengal  as  Member  of  Board,  17\ 
225,  336,  362,  388,  392,  399,  420,  421, 
430,  464,  479  ;  arrival  expected,  394  ;  as- 
sumes office,  414 ;  resents  Rumbold's 
appointment,  475. 

Kent  (ship),  43,  44,  45,  48,  51,  52,  58,  59, 
170,  197,  218,  281,  301,  328,  346,  348, 
349,  364,  365,  366,  402,  403,  406,  409, 
423. 

Kent,  Henry,  3rd  mate  of  the  Hector,  1 14. 

Khalari  (place  where  salt  is  manufactur- 
ed), 80. 

Khamar  (originally  waste  lands  which 
after  being  brought  into  cultivation 
were  retained  by  zamindars  in  their  own 
hands  or  were  let  out  at  a  grain  rent), 
320. 

Kharijuri  Pargana  (Corry  Jury),  24-JPar- 
ganas  Dist.,  Bengal,  revenue  administra- 
tion, 126. 

Khas  (direct  management  of  revenue  by 
Govt  officers),  123,  186,  320;  note  on, 
489. 

Khirpai  (Keerpoy),  Midnapore  Dist., 
Bengal,  446. 

Khushal  Chand,  Jagat  Seth,  Najmud- 
Daulah's  minister,  xxv,  339. 

Kila  (fort),  372. 

Kilpatrick,  Maj.  James,  Member  of  Select 
Committee,  418. 

Kindersley,,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  of  artillery, 
41. 

Kistbundee,  see  Oistbandi. 

Kistenend.ee,  see  Krishnananda. 

Knox,  Maj.  Randfurlie,  343  83;  to  be 
Brevet-Col.,  50,  51;  death,  237-8,  275; 
note  on,  494. 

Kora,  Fatehpur  Dist.,  U.  R,  Shujaud- 
Daulah's  defeat  at,  xxii ;  ceded  to  Shah 
Alam,  xxii,  xxiv,  474. 

Kos  (measure  of  distance  usually  1J  or  2 
miles),  292. 


Kotha  {'warehouse*!.   -0?,  459:   iuu;r   -e-- 

^  rants  to  attend  by  rotation,  1  I&V* 
Kofral  (police  chief;    superintendent    rf 

markets),  413. 

Kofeali  (office  of  ^.-j^j/i,  4^3. 
Krishnananda     (Kistcacndec .""  ^j.;;     ar 

Cossiinbazar  factory,  dismissed,  4^:^. 


Muster    Master.    2' ':, 

ort;*,   Xcakliali    D>1., 


at, 


172-3, 


LACAM, 

01-1 

di  1. 
Lakshinipur    t 

Bengal,  7  ;  i 

Lambert.  W..  Miliiarv  Pavnir^rer,  J-If». 
Lapsing   iship'i,   S,  9,"  ;o,  '=2,   34,  3;\   ^5, 

52,  58,  59,  170,  501,  319,  559:  sold,  3C6. 

—  Capt.,  5^  Griffin,  Capt.  J. 

Larkins,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Atbhx,  6*  ; 
of  the  Lioness,  103. 

Lascars,  wages  of,  445. 

Latham  ("ship),  102,  197,  201 

Law  de  Lauriston,  Jean,   .^  ; 
restoration  of  French 
316,  327,  349-50,  36>.  4  -I].:,  443;  notes 
on,  492,  499-500. 

Lawrell,  James,  allow  a.i-ce  from  Burdwan 
Raja  to,  472. 

Lawrence,  Maj.-Gen.  Strhi^er,  Commander 
of  Coy's  troops  on  CorRrnarrli:;  Coaj-t,, 
49  ;  to  return  to  En^lara.  565. 

Lead,  for  Coy's  setrleaients,  62-4,  65.  106, 
203-4,  236,  249:  illicit  trade  In,  113,  142, 
181  :  export  reduced,  11*,  444. 

Lear,  George,  Alderman,  461 

Lenox,  James,  officer  of  the  Admiral 
Stevens,  359. 

Leopard  (ship),  45,  269,  302.  319. 

Lethieullier,  Pitt,  free  merchant.  596,  4!{l 

Lewln,  Capt.  Richard,  of  the  Vansitiarl. 
3!S  ;  dismissed,  113-4. 

Lewis,  Samuel,  writer,  6S,  412. 

Leycester,  Ralph,  ^lember  of  Board,  240t 
244,  246,  24S,  250,  251,  252,  260,  261, 
266,  2S3,  290,  293,  297.  313;  on  cove- 
nants, 186;  suspended,  226,  362,  570, 
387-8,  391  ;  enquiry  into  acceptance  of 
illegal  gratification,  352,  362,  586,  41*3; 
on  appointment  of  Resident  at  Murshi- 
dabad,  354  ;  on  vacancies  in  Board,  355, 
360  ;  member  of  committee  o£  inland 
trade,  356;  returns  to  England,  371, 
398:  debarred  from  Coy's  service,  173: 
note  on,  494. 

Lioness  (ship),  103,  106,  IIS,  !W.  423,  490. 

—  Capt.,  see  Larkins,  Capt.  William. 
Lister,  James*  free  merchant,  396  ;  'Mayor 

of  Calcutta,  419. 

Liverpool  (H.  At  ship),  60,   249. 
London  (ship),  102,  198,  201,  203,  204,  347  ; 

illicit  trade  aboard,  142  :  sold,  404, 

—  Capt.,  see  Motley,  Capt.  Thomas  ;  Webb, 
Capt.  John. 

Long,  Capt.  Charles,  of  King's  Regiment, 

resigns,  238. 
Long  Ells,  for  Coy's  settlements,  63S  64, 

106-7,  203-4;  illicit  trade  in,   142, 
Lord  Anson  (ship),  39,  40,  42,  44,  45,  7!3 

154,  319,  328?  346,  357,  364,  366,  409; 

illicit  trade  aboard,  143-4. 

.,  see  Calbreatfa.,  Capt.  George, 
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Lord  Camden    (ship),    103,    106,    140,    141, 

164,  422,  423,  439.  440,  454,  455,  479. 
— Capt.,  see  Smith,  Capt.  Nathaniel. 
Lord   Clke   (ship),    73,   76,    102,    198,    201, 

Lord' Holland  (ship),   102,    197,  203,  205.^ 
Lord   Mansfield    (ship),    73,    76,    102,    198, 

199,   235,  248,   26S,   2S1,   301. 
— Capt.,  see  Macleod,  Capt.  Alexander. 
L'Onent,  port  in  France,  94. 
Luckipore  (boat),  424. 
Luckipore,  see  Lakshmipur. 
Lucknow,    314;    Carnac's   attack   on,    324, 

500. 
Luconia  (snow),  45. 


M  VCAULAY,  T.  B.,   on   misgovernment  in 

Bengal,  xvii. 
McCaba,   John,  boatswain  of  the  Hector, 

114. 

McConohie,  Capt.  J.,  of  the  Norfolk,  268. 
McGwire,  William,  Member  of  Board,  5  ; 

Member  of  Select  Committee,  S  ;  mono- 

polises opium  trade  at  Patna,  17-8. 
Mackehvaine,  Lt-Fireworker  Ezekiel,  86. 
Mackenzie,    William,    Member     of    China 

Council,   61,    105  ;    Resident   at   Canton, 

62. 
Mackett,    William,    Paymaster    of   Works, 

suspected  of  frauds,  22. 
McLean,  Capt.  Lachlan,  resigns,  371,  417. 
Macleod,   Capt.   Alexander,    of    the    Lord 

Mansfield,   198. 
MacPherson,    Capt.   William,   of   Bombay 

Detachment,  transferred  to  Bengal,  321, 

417. 
Madagascar,    island    off    S.    E.    coast    of 

Africa,  33  ;  slaves  from,  11,  39,  40,  357, 


Maddison,  Robert,  factor,   175,  217-8,  346. 
Madeira  Island,  N.W.  coast  of  Africa,  60, 

61,  69,  71,  103,  197-8. 
Madeira  Wine,  444  ;  for  Coy's  settlements, 

62-5,     106,     108-9,     138,    203-4,     205-6; 

greater  demand  for,   269-70,   406. 
Madge,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Havannah, 

103. 
Madras,  72  ;  postal  arrangements  between 

Bengal  and,   276,  462  ;   ships   for,  440  ; 

saltpetre  for,  447  ;  see  also  Coromandel 

Coast;  Fort  St  George. 

Madras  Government,  appointment  to 
Board  of  civilians  from,  xxxiii,  211, 
224-5,  228,  336,  362-3,  388-9,  391-2,  393, 
398-9,  414,  434,  501  ;  assure  aid  to 
Bengal,  32  ;  to  raise  funds  for  China  in- 
vestment, 33  ;  to  implement  Treaty  of 
Paris,  36-7,  38  ;  aid  to  Sumatra  by,  45  ; 
batta  to  army  at,  51,  382;  recruits  for, 
71,  72,  84-6/91,  112,  114,  138,  140-1', 
153-4,  165,  198,  213,  235,  246,  247;  to 
check  illicit  trade,  143,  474  ;  reinforce- 
ments from,  296,  316,  427,  429,  456, 
458,  474. 

—  Governor,  see  Palk,  Robert, 

—  Select  Committee,  abolished,  43. 
Madura,  Madras,  capture  of,  236,  246,  247, 

290,  296,  300,  494,  498. 


Magdalen    Hospital,    Omichand's    bequest 

to,  27. 
Magee,  William,  maintenance  of  accounts 

by,  52,  79. 
Mahe  (Mahie),  Malabar  Dist.,  Madras,  to 

be  restored  to  the  French,  316. 
Mahmud    Reza     Cawn,     Mahomed     Reza 

Cawn,  see  Muhammad  Riza  Khan. 
Mahrattas,  see  Marathas. 
Mainwaring,  Capt.  Roger,  of  the  Tilbury, 

60. 

Maitland,  Capt.  Patrick,  of  the  Bute,  139, 
141-2,  157,  165,  198,  202,  267,  301,  318. 
319,  322,  323,  349. 

Majendie,   William,    Asst   Secy   to   Board, 
commended,  82,  250  ;  Secy,"  148-9,  305  ; 
suspended,  211,  225,  389,  398,  415;  Clive 
recommends      reinstatement,       399-400 ; 
Sheriff  of  Calcutta,  419  ;  note  on,  493. 
Majoribanks,  see  Marjoribanks. 
Malabar  Coast  (Mallabar),  Coy's  monopoly 
in    pepper    trade,    78 ;    illicit    trade    in 
arms,  450,  474. 

Malacca,  Dutch  Governor  &  Council,  369. 
Malangi   (labourer  employed  in  manufac- 
turing salt),  80. 

Malda,  Bengal,  allowances  of  servants  at, 
1 25  ;  investment  at,  409  ;  timber  from, 
415. 

— Resident,  see  Barwell,  Richard. 
Malguzari   (revenue  assessment),    184,   186, 

320. 

Malhar  Rao  Holkar,  helps  Shujaud-Daulah 
against  Coy,  xxii ;  Shah  Alam  seeks  aid 
of,  507. 
Mallack,   Capt.   Newman,   of  the   Becken- 

ham}  40. 

Malwans,  the,  405  ;   note  on,  505. 
Mangin,  Capt.  S.  H.,  of  H.M.'s  84th  Regi- 
ment, 282. 

Manila  (Manilha,  Manilla),  Philippine  Is- 
lands, 319  ;  return  of  troops  from,  247, 
248,  267,  404  ;  question  of  booty  money 
from,  355  ;  note  on,  495. 
Manipur  (Meekly,  Moneypoor),  expedition 

to,  19,  124;  note  on,  484-5.' 
Manship,  John,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  8, 
9,  35,  37,  44,  45,  56,  59,  70,  139,  164,  167. 
Maratha  Ditch,  Calcutta,  inhabitants  share 

construction  expenses,   149. 
Marathas  (Mahrattas,  Morattas),  the,  183, 
450  ;  withdrawal  of  Cuttack  expedition 
against,     19 ;    activities    in    Midnapore, 
296,      306,      316-7  ;     hostility     towards 
Shujaud-Daulah,    325 ;    negotiations   for 
cession  of  north  Orissa,  390  ;  incursions 
apprehended,    434,    435 ;     measures    of 
defence  against,  436,  474-5  ;  approached 
by  Shah  Alam  to  regain  power  at  Delhi, 
437  ;  payment  of  chauth  to,  478. 
Marine,  see  Shipping. 
Marjoribanks  (Majoribanks),  John,  writer, 

68  ;  dies,  453. 

Marquis  de  Castres  (French  ship),  443. 
Marriages,  custom  of  informing  Governor 

*of  Bengal  before  ceremony,  416. 

Marriott,  Randolph,  Member  of  Board,  5, 

48,  57,  174,  240,  244,  246,  248,  420,  430, 

464;     censured    for    farming    mint    at 

Benares,    225-6,    413,    463;    recalled    as 
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Chief  of  Burdwan  and  appointed  in 
charge  of  revenues  from  Oudh,  274, 
317;  with  Fletcher's  army,  314;  incom- 
petence, 391  ;  disapproves  of  remarks 
against  Coy's  servants,  421  ;  allowance 
from  Burdwan  Raja,  472 ;  resigns  and 
returns  to  England,  463  ;  note  on,  500. 
Marter,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Horsendon, 

60. 

Martial  Law,  see  Act  of  Parliament. 
Martin,    Capt.   Fleming,    Chief    Engineer, 
Bengal,  372,  450  ;  terms  of  appointment, 
20-1  ;   on  fortification  of  Fort  William, 
120,  210,  272,  382;  note  on,  485. 
Martin,  William  Byam,  writer,  68,  412. 
Masnad   (throne),  xxiii,  313,  315. 
Massey,  Capt.  Edmund,  of  the  Hector*  in- 
dulges in  illicit  trade,  114,  425,  441. 
Massey,  Robert,  25,  42,  280-1. 
Master  Attendant,  28,  166,  202-3,  373  :  see 
also    Scott,    Capt.     Alexander ;    Keble, 
Capt.  Page  ;  Wedderburn,  Capt.  Henry. 
Masulipatam,  Kistna  Dist.,  Madras,  to  be 
restored  to  the  French,  316  ;  stores  for, 
440. 
Mathewson,      Thomas,      supercargo      for 

Mocha  voyage,  62. 
Matthews,    Edward,    Chief    Mate    of    the 

Elizabeth,  144. 

Mauritius  (Isle  of  France),  Indian  Ocean, 
possession  resumed  by  French  Govt,  69  ; 
note  on,  488. 

Mayapur    Reach    (Meyapore    Reach),    24- 
Parganas  Dist.,  Bengal,  proposed   cons- 
truction of  wharf  at,  443. 
Mayor's  Court,  Calcutta,  powers  of,  30-1  ; 
law  books  for,  361  ;  Aldermen  and  other 
office-holders,  419,  462;  and  passim. 
Meard,  Capt.  G.,  of  the  Denham,  24. 
Meekly,  see  Manipur. 
Medicines,  15,  206,  444. 
Medway  (H.  M.  ship),  102,  130,  247,  252. 
Meer  Ashroff,  see  Mir  Ashraf.^ 
Meer  Cossim,  see  Qasim  All  Khan. 
Meer  Jaffier,  see  Jafar  Ali  Khan. 
Mercer,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Devonshire, 

103. 

Merchant,     Capt.    W.,    of    the    Earl     of 
Chesterfield,    268. 

Mercury  (ship),  195,  476,  478-9  ;  terms  of 
employment,   169. 

Meyapore  Reach,  see  Mayapur  Reach. 

Michell,  William,  writer,  68. 

Middlesex,  see  Earl  of  Middlesex. 

Middleton,  Edward,  writer,  81. 

Middleton,  Samuel  H.,  Member  of  Board, 
240,244,  246,  248,  250,  251,  2;>2,  260,  261 
283,  290 ;  Resident  at  Murshidabad,  2H, 
295',  354;  enquiry  into  acceptance  of 
illegal  gratification,  352  ;  Chief  of  Patna, 
354,  361  ;  dismissed,  173  ;  to  return  to 
England,  472. 

Midnapore,  Bengal,  355,  417  ;  Member  of 
Board  allowed  to  look  after  business  at, 
7;  revenues,  21,  SO,  125,  159  223  224, 
228,  273,  384,  393,  471,  472,  473,  494; 
survey,  79;  measures  of  defence  against 
the  Marathas,  296,  306,  317  461  ;  in- 
vestment at,  445 :  magazine  for  fort  at, 
452  ;  ceded  by  Mir  Qasim,  485. 


— Resident.  Maj.  Champion  placed  undtr. 
129,   135;  s€&  :aV,   Beaumont,  Anse'.m  : 
Graham,  John  ;   Watt*,   H-^h. 
— Supervisor    of     Rc-enut?.     stL     V,.Tel$-t, 

Harrv. 

Military  Paynia>ter,  >abn»  155:  p^-t  ecu- 
verted  into  that  ;;i  Military   Pavmr^iir 
General,  419;  see  wso  L:in::it;r:,  \V. 
Military  Paymaster  General,  p:>si>  ~i  Com- 
missary  General  and  Military  Paymaster 
combined  into  that  of.  4i-A 
Military   Stores,    74,    !I%   27' >„  4-4;   illicit 
trade,    113,    142;    largtr    indents    from 
Bengal,  198;  measures  to  prevent  supply 
to   Indian  powers,   45^  :   see  ul*n   Arms 
and   Ammunition. 
Mint— 

— Benares,  413,  463. 

— Calcutta,  273;  accounts-,  si,  567;  regu- 
lations re.,  126,  2S1,  306,  450;  note  on, 
497. 

— Murshidabad,  273. 
Mint  Master,  see  Campbell,  Alexander. 
Mir   Ashraf,   payment   to,  408 ;    note 

505. 

Mir  Jafar,  set?  Jafar  Ali  Khan. 
Mir  Qasirn,  see  Qa&im  AH  Khan. 
Mlran,  son  of,  see  Murtaza  Khan,  Saiyid. 
Mirtle,  \Villiam,  mate   of  the    Spvedwell, 

rewarded,  14-5. 

Mirza  Dauci  (Doud),  3  ;  note  on,  483. 
Mitchell,  Samuel,  writer,   110, 
Mitford,  Capt.  John,  of  the 
land,  197  ;  suspended,   105. 
Mocha,    Arabia,    ships   for,    60,    104,    193, 
199;    coffee    from,   61,   94,   202;    super- 
cargoes for  voyage  to,  62. 
Modal,  Khwaja,"  419-20. 
Moffatt,  Capt.  James,  of  the  Latham,  19;. 
Mohmud    Reza    Cawn,    see    Muhammad 

Riza  Khan. 

Molungee,  see  Mdlangi. 
Moneer,  see  Monghyr, 
Money,  — ,  succeeds  to  command,  ot  tne 

Admiral  Watson,  403. 

Money-lending,  by  Coy's  servants, 

Moneypoor,  see  Manipur. 

Monehvr   (Moneer,    Mongeer,    Mongheer, 

Monghier),  Bihar,  xxxiii,  262 ;  treaty  at, 

xviii-xix,  189,  492-3  ;  batla  to  troops  at, 

xxxiv,     381-2;     cantonment     at,     3^-; 

mutiny  at,  426,  427,  435.          _ 

Monsell,"  Lt  Thomas,  implicated  in    ba.na 

mutiny',  429.  . 

Monuments,   not   to  be    erected    without 

Court's  permission,   121,  452. 
Moors    (Muhammadans    of   Bengal),    the, 

I    IT 

Moorshedabad,  see  Murshidabad. 
Mootagheel,  see  Motijhil. 

Mooteraum,   see  Motiram. 
Morartas,  see  Marathas. 

Morris,  Capt.  Arthur,  of  a  new  ship, 

199 
Morrison,  Capt.  Eichard,  of  the  Duke  of 

Kingston,  103. 

Morse,  Nicholas,  free  merchant,  loU. 
Moses,  Samuel,  free  merchant,  1 30. 
Motijhil    (Mootagheel),    palace    at    Mnr- 

shidabad,  458 ;  funyaha  held  at, 
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Motiram  (Mooteraum),  Johnstone's  agent, 
386  ;  note  on,  505. 

Motley,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  London, 
198.' 

Mughals,  the,  fall  of,  xvii. 

Muhammad  All  Khan,  Nawab  of  Arcot, 
64. 

Muhammad  Riza  Khan,  Xaib  Subah  of 
Bengal,  xxv,  146,  315;  revenue  adminis- 
tration, 146,  221,  436,  473  ;  complains  of 
corruption  among  Coy's  servants  1ST, 
386 ;  minister  of  Najrnud-Daulah,  339, 
382;  notes  on,  4904,  492,  500,  502. 

Muir,  Capt.  Grainger,  of  the  infantry,  41. 

Mulgaurry,  Mulgazerry,  see  Mal^n^m. 

Munifie,  Capt.  Burnet,  of  infaauy,  41. 

Munro,  Maj.  Hector,  296;  campaign 
against  Shujaud-Daulah,  sxi,  258,  260-1 , 
262-3,  292,  501  ;  commended,  95-6,  2659 
322,  329,  332;  negotiations  with  Shah 
AI  am,  291  ;  part  In  farming  mmt  at 
Benares,  463 ;  resigns,  153  ;  departure 
for  Europe,  xxii,  294,  318  ;  note  on,  489. 

Murshidabad  (Muxadavad),  Bengals  36, 
434,  437 ;  Maj.  Adams'  advance,  xix ; 
salt  trade,  137  ;  custom  house,  220 ; 
mint,  273 ;  puny  aha,  426,  436,  449  ;  see 
also  Motijhil. 

— Resident  at,  Court's  instructions  re., 
127-S ;  Dv&ani  duties,  184-5;  see  also 
Watts,  William;  Middleton,  Samuel 
H. ;  Sykes,  Francis. 

Murtaza  Khan  (]\Er  Saidu),  Saiyid,  son  of 

Miran,   315  ;  note  on,  499. 

Musnud,  see  Masnad. 

Mussulipatam,   see  Masulipatam. 

Mutasaddi  (any  inferior  officer  of  govt; 
clerk;  accountant),  315,  463. 

Mutiny  Act,  Mutiny  Bill,  see  Act  of  Par- 
liament. 

Muxadavad,  see  Murshidabad. 


Divan  (deputy  financial  minister), 
of  Bihar,  see  Shitab  Rai. 

Naib  Subah  (deputy  governor),  of  Bengal, 
see  Muhammad  Riza  Khan, 

Nairne,  Capt.  Fasham,  of  the  Lord  Hol- 
land., 197. 

Nairne,  Robert,  Councillor  at  Fort  Marl- 
bros,  151. 

Najaf     Khan     (Nidjufi     Cawn,     Nudjeef 

Cawn,    Kudjeff   Cawn),    134,    183,    294; 
joins  Coy's  forces,  314. 
Najibud-Daulah    (Nejib    O    Dowla),    rela- 
tions with  Shujaud-Daulah,  325,  500. 

Najraud-Daulah  (Nazem-o-Dowla,  Nud~ 
jum-ul-Dowla),  Nawab  of  Bengal,  acces- 
sion and  treaty  with  Coy,  xxiii,  xxv,  137, 
146-7,  148-9,  1/3,  312,  315,  319,  326-7, 
490,  499,  500,  502  ;  extortions  by  mem- 
bers of  Board  from,  xxxiii,  352,  3*62,  385, 
3S6,  472,  492,  503  ;  allowances,  337,  501  ; 
dive's  views  re.,  33S-9  ;  dies,  xxxv,  430, 
438,  449. 

Nakhuda  (boatman,  sailor),  411. 

Nancy  (ship),  76,  236  ;  lost,  142,  165,  302. 
Nandakumar,  Coy's  distrust  in,   18,  315, 
326,  417  ;  notes  on,  484,  500. 


Navy,  King  of  England's,  donation  by 
Mir  Jafar,  xxiii,  97-8,  134-5,  147,  148, 
178,  216-7,  356-7,  437-8,  469  ;  stores,  40  ; 
note  on,  504. 

Nazem-o-Dowla,  see  Najmud-Daulah. 
Nazr,    Nazrana     (ceremonial     present    or 
gift),   180,  345. 

Negrais,  see  Haingyyi  Island. 
Neidrick,   Capt.-Lt   Paul,   of   artillery,   re- 
signs, 323. 

Nejib  O  Dowla,  see  Najibud-Daulah. 
Neptune  (ship),  59,  103,  106,  115,  369,  423. 
— Capt.,  see  Steward,  Capt.  Gabriel. 
New  Fort,  see  Fort  William. 
New    Success    (ship),    involved    in    illicit 
trade,  200. 

Nezzeranna,  see  Nazrana. 

Nicholson,  John  Lawson,  writer,   110. 

Nicolson,  Robert,  surgeon,  23. 

Nidjuff  Cawn,  see  Najaf  Khan. 

Nixon,  William,  writer,  110. 

Nizam  Ali  Khan,  ruler  of  Hyderabad, 
acquisition  of  Northern  Circars  from, 
327,  500-1  ;  friendly  relations  with,  475. 

Nizamat  (office  of  nazim  or  governor),  438. 
Nollekens,  Capt.  John,  disabled,   275. 
Noqueda,  see  Nakhuda. 
Norfolk  (ship),   14,  60,   102,   198,  203,  205, 
268, 

North,  Ensign  William,  to  be  court-mar  - 
tialled,  429. 

Northern  Circars,  northern  part  of  Madras 
Presidency,  acquisition  of,  327,  500-1  ; 
proposal  re.  communications  between 
Bengal  and,  390. 

Northington  (ship),   198,  203. 
Northumberland  (ship),  102,  197,  201. 
Nottingham    (ship),     103,    163,     164,    426, 
440;   illicit  trade  aboard,  200-1. 

Nudjeef  Cawn,  Nudjeff  Cawn,  see  Najaf 
Khan. 

Nudjum-ul-Dowla,  see  Najmud-Daulah. 
Nugent,  Capt.  William,  85. 
Nundcomar,     Nundocamar,     see     Nancla- 
kumar. 


OBELISK,  at  Patna,  451-2, 

Old  Fort,   see  Fort  William. 

Oldis,  James,  iron  founder,  51-2. 

Omichand,  bequests  by,  27-8,  485. 

Onslow    (ship),    13,   268. 

Opium,  Dutch  trade  in,  17,  78,  119,  172, 
209,  410,  448 ;  Coy's  monopoly  in, 
29-30,  488  ;  for  Fort  Marlbro',  45,  76, 
144,  270,  272,  302,  319,  328,  365,  447; 
import  banned  in  China,  165 ;  from 
Patna,  236. 

Ordnance,  see  Arms  and  Ammunition. 

Orissa,  Diwani  granted  to  Coy,  xxiv-vi, 
337 ;  proposed  acquisition  of  northern 
parts,  390. 

Osterley  (ship),  58,  59,  76,  81,  87,  103, 
106,  163,  164,  195-6,  201,  235. 

— Capt.,   see   Vincent,   Capt.   Frederick. 

Oudh,  Nawab  Vazir  of,  see  Shujaud- 
Daulah. 
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PACIFIC  (ship),  70,  71,  75,  84,  91,  93, 
197,  348,  360,  365,  403,  409,  412,  487. 

— Capt.,  see  Barkley,  Capt.  C. 

Pack,  George,  4th  mate  of  the  Hector. 
114. 

Padman,  Lt  Selby,  85. 

Pagoda,  rate  of  exchange  with  pound 
sterling,  216. 

Palk,   Robert,   Governor   of  Madras,   327  ; 

censured  for  illicit  trade  in  diamonds, 

130. 
Palmer,      Capt.      Roger     Fish,      of      the 

Vansittart  j    198. 
Panchottara     (custom    or    toll-house    for 

inland  traffic),  3,  220. 

Panch-Pahari,   near   Patna,  battle  at,  xs. 

Panther   (H.M.   ship),    102. 

Pardoe,  John,  Director  of  E.  I.  Cov,  100, 

101,    116,   139,    164,    167,   168,   181,    192, 

195,  219,  227,  229,  231. 
Pargana     (tract     of    country     comprising 

several  villages),  SO,  126,  '159. 

Parker,  Capt.  John  Neville,  of  infantry, 
41,  154;  to  be  court-marti ailed,  429/ 

Parliament,  proposed  enquiry  into  Indian 
affairs,  212-3,  228,  230 ;  see  also  Act  of 
Parliament. 

Parry,  Edward,  writer,  211. 

Parry,  Rev.  William,  chaplain  at  St  John's 
Church,  Calcutta,  23,  276 ;  offered  chap- 
laincy at  Bombay,  35 ;  reinstated,  416 ; 
ill-health,  463. 

Parwana  (grant,  license  or  pass),  17,  54. 

Patchoulhah,  Patchowterah,  see  Panchot- 
tara. 

Patna,  Bihar,  397 ;  army,  xix,  xxxiii, 
xxxiv,  96r  257-9,  261-2,  381-2;  massacre, 
xix-xx,  258,  496 ;  opium  trade,  17,  236, 
272,  302 ;  salt  trade,  137  ;  barracks  and 
factory  buildings,  209,  372-3  ;  revenues, 
220  ;  losses  due  to  war,  280 ;  restoration 
of  French  settlements,  316,  368 ;  salt- 
petre, 409 ;  mutiny,  432,  435 ;  memorial 
obelisk,  451-2. 

— Chief,  Member  of  Board  permitted  to 
hold  post,  7 ;  see  also  Ellis,  William ; 
Middleton,  Samuel  H. 

Pattle,  Thomas,  writer,  110. 

Patty  (ship),  479. 

Pawson,  William,  writer,   110. 

Paymaster  of  Sepoys  in  Garrison,  salary, 
155. 

Payne,  Capt.  J.,  of  the  Ponsborne,  60,  403, 

487. 
Peach,  Maj.  Joseph,  44 ;  to  be  Lt  Col.  of 

2nd  Battalion,   50,   342,   351  ;   note  on, 

502. 
Pearce,    Capt.    Thomas,    of    the    Earl    of 

Ashburnham,  103. 
Pegu,  Burma,  Coy's  relations  with,   411  ; 

timber  from,  440. 
Peiarce,  John,  writer,  81,  276. 
Peiarce,  Thomas,  writer,   111. 
Pelly,  Capt.  Henry  Hinde,  of  the  Europa, 

198. 
Pembie     (Pembles),     Capt.     Charles,  '  of 

Bombay  Detachment,  besieges   Chunar, 

xxii;    Major,     1293    276,    343;    to    be 

34 


C.   in   C.   at   Bombay,    366.   177  ;    com- 
mended, 329,  343;  note  en,  501. 

Penman,  David,  cadet  and  engineer,  2!S. 

Penny,    Richard,    gunner    of    the   Hector, 
114. 

Pepper,   from   Sumatra,   50  ;   COY'S  mono- 
poly on  Malabar  Coast,  73. 

Per  pet  (kind  of  blue  serge),  26i> ;  for  Arcot 
Nawab's  army,  64. 

Persian  Translator,  salary,  155 ;  see  aho 
Vansittart,  George. 

Persoon,  Peter,  pilot  of  the  Ponsborne,  re- 
signs, 442. 

Per&anna,  see  Pargana, 

Peters,  Capt.  William,  of  die  Plassey.  103. 

Petrie,  Lt  John,  part  In  Lbatta  mutiny*, 
454. 

Petras,  Arratoon,  Khwaja,  IS,  163;  note 
on,  484. 

Phillips,  Lt  Robert,  recalled,  34,  161. 

Phirmaundj  see  Far  man. 

Phougedar,  Phouzdar,  see  Faujdar. 

Phousdarry,  see  Faujdari. 

Piearce,  see  Peiarce,  John. 

Piecegoods,  for  Coy's  settlements,  62-33 
106-7,  203-4. 

Piers,  Lt  James,  of  infantry,  4L 

Pigot  (ship),  59,  67,  87,  91,"  93,  103,  106, 
108,  140,  141,  164,  235,  249,  250S  254. 
430,  440,  464  ;  illicit  trade  aboard,  170-1, 
479. 

— Capt.,  see  Richardson,  Capt.  George. 

Pigou,  Frederick,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  89 
9,  35,  37,  44,  45,  56,  70,  93,  100,  101/116, 
132,  138,  139,  164,  167,  168,  181,  192, 
195,  219,  227,  229,  23  L 

Pigou,  Capt.  P.,  of  the  British  King,  249  ; 
dismissed,  105. 

Pigou,  William  Henry,  writer,  201. 

Pilots,  paucity,  45  ;  emoluments,  404. 

Pine  Timber  (fir  timber),  for  marine,  202, 
415-6  ;  from  Bettiah,  450. 

Pitt  (ship),  102,  240. 

Pitt's  Passage,  Molucca  Islands,  105. 

Plaisted,  Bartholomew.,  45J :  survey  of 
Chittagong,  1 24  ;  representation"  re, 
seniority,  150-1,  323;  commendeds  415; 
note  on,  489. 

Plassey  (schooner),  95,  255  ;  sold,  269. 

Plassey  (ship),  103,  479. 

Playdell,  Charles  Stafford,  Member  of 
Board,  5,  48,  57,  256,  260,  261,  266,  283, 
290,  293,  297,  313,  317,  323;  Expon- 
Warehouse-Keeper,  304 ;  extortion  of 
presents  from  Najmud-Daulah,  352 ; 
Chief  of  Chittagong,  354 ;  resigns,  472  ; 
dismissed,  173,  225. 

Plowman,  Henry,  attorney  to  H.  Vansit- 
tart, 68,  151,  412,  453. 

Pocock,  see  Admiral  Pocock. 

Polier,  Gapt-Lt  Anthony,  Asst  Chief 
Engineer,  21  ;  to  be  Chief  Engineer, 
120 ;  commended,  273. 

Ponerack,  Bihar,  restoration  to  the  French 
of  plot  at,  448. 

Pansborne  (ship),  71,  75S  34,  91,  93,  229, 
348,  360,  364,  365,  367,  403,  4€HS»  409,  422? 
439,  442,  487. 

— Capt.,  see  Payne,  Capt,  J. 
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Poonah,  Pooneah,  see  Pun\aha. 

Pork,  for  Fort  Marlbro',  64,  107,  204. 

Port  Royall  (ship),   181. 

Portuguese,    the,    restitution    money    paid 

to,    279. 

Post    and    Postage,    between    Bengal    and 

Madras,    128,    276,    462 ;    post    of   Post 

Master   to   be   abolished,   155;    between 

Bengal  and  Northern  Circars,  390. 

Pouchon,  Joseph,  silk  expert,  83,  321,  416  ; 

administrator  to  Gideon  Ferrand,  92. 
Pound   Sterling,   exchange   rates,    12,    178, 
179,  215,  216,  231,  242. 

Powell,  Lt  William,  85. 

Precious  Stones,  registration  of,  131  ;  see 
also  Diamonds. 

Presents,  Coy's  servants  banned  from 
accepting,  xxxii-iii,  82,  !47a  331,  352, 
412,  458,  487  ;  Board's  control  over 
acceptance  by  military  officers,  361  ;  re- 
fund, of,  472  ;  see  also  Covenants. 

Preston,  Achilles,  to  be  Col.,  51. 

Preston,  Ensign  Thomas,  85. 

Price,  Nathaniel,  writer,  211. 

Price,  William  Andrew,  to  return  to 
Bombay,  44,  48. 

Prices,  of  imported  necessaries  fixed,  407, 
444-5. 

Prince  George  (ship),  25. 

Prince  Henry  (ship),  45. 

Prince  of  Wales  (ship),  39,  40,  42,  44;  45, 
71,  103,  155,  328-9,  346,  357,  364,  409, 
479;  illicit  trade  aboard,  143-4,  181. 

— Capt.,  see  Abercromby,  Capt,  Burnet ; 
Court,  Capt.  Jonathan. 

Princess  Augusta  (ship),   10,  301,  347. 

Principal  Engineer,  see  Chief  Engineer. 

Public  Department,  records  of  'batta 
mutiny'  kept  in,  435. 

Public  Works,  1 20- 1  ;  inhabitants  to  share 
expenses  of,  22?  149  ;  cantonments,  209, 
372 ;  see  also  Fort  William  ;  Monuments. 

Punyaha  (annual  meeting  of  direct  reve- 
nue payers  at  chief  collector's  office  to 
determine  amount  of  assessment),  126, 
184,  185,  220;  at  Calcutta,  405-6;  at 
Murshidabad,  426,  436,  449. 

Purgunnah,  see  Pargana. 

Purling,  Charles  Hutchinson,  writer,  68, 
70,  371. 

Purling,  John,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  8,  9, 
35,  37,  44,  45,  56,  59,  70,  93,  100,  101, 
116,  132,  138,  139,  164,  167,  168,  181, 
192,  195,  219,  227,  229,  231. 

Purling,  John,  writer,   211. 

Purnea  (Purrunia),  Bihar,  4 ;  establish- 
ment expenses,  221. 

Purnell  (Purnel),  Thomas,  24,  25,  42,  280. 

Pye,  William,  writer,  68. 

(jASID  (courier  or  messenger),  ?^* 
Qasim  AH  Khan  (Meer  Cossim),  Nawab  of 
Bengal,  gives  presents  to  Coy's  servants, 
xxxii,  162,  191  ;  confirms  double  batta 
to  Coy's  army,  xxxiv,  487 ;  relations 
with  Jagat  Seths,  449,  506-7  ;  complaints 
against  illicit  trade  by  Coy's  servants, 
xviii-ix,  xxix-xxx,  7-8,  136,  189 ;  ex- 
empts all  merchants  from  paying  duties, 


xix,  54 ;  engagements  with  Coy's  army, 
xix-xx,  8,  46,  256-7,  325  ;  orders  massa- 
cre at  Patna,  xix-xx,  258,  451,  496; 
alliance  with.  Shujaud-Daulah,  xx,  67, 
77,  245,  252,  253  ;  Coy's  demand  for  his 
surrender,  xx,  xxi,  133,  263,  294,  313, 
496  ;  his  end,  xxii ;  and  passim. 

Oistbandi  (document  re.  fixed  periodical 
payments  of  revenue  or  of  a  debt),  135, 
220,  249,  295. 

Quicke,  Capt.  A.,  of  the  Devonshire,  282, 
283. 


RADHACHARAN  Mitra  (Radachurnd  Metre), 

pardoned,  161-2;  note  on,  491. 
Radhanagar  (Radnagore),  Midnapore  Dist., 

Bengal,  silk  from,  408. 
Rarncharan     (Ramchurn),     18 ;     note    on, 

484. 

Ramnath     (Ramnaut),    bania    of     George 
Gray,    proceedings    against,    387,    416 ; 
note  on,  505. 
Randall,    Benjamin,    free    merchant,    88, 

412. 
Raper,    Matthew,    Jr,    Member    of    China 

Council,  201, 

Rawana  (passport  authorising  goods  to 
pass  without  payment  of  further  duty), 
54,  146. 

Ray,  Robert,  writer,   110;   dies,  452. 
Records,    maintenance    and    transmission, 
28-9,    157,    159;    to   be   restored   to   the 
French,  36  ;  Coy's  servants  banned  from 
privately  sending  copies  to  England,  53, 
161  ;  Court  to  be  furnished  with  copies 
of   plans    and    surveys,    79,    149-50  ;    of 
'batta  mutiny'  preserved  in  Public  Dept, 
435 ;  see  also  Accounts. 
Redfearn,  William,  writer,  110. 
Redwood,  365,  366,  422. 
Reed,  Capt.  Francis,  of  the  Essex,  60. 
Reinhardt,   Walter    (popularly    Sombre   or 
Samru),  surrender  demanded  on  account 
of:  part  in  Patna  massacre,  xx,  xxii,  133, 
258,  263,  294,  313,  496  ;  note  on,  490. 
Rennell,   James,    surveyor,   275 ;    note   on, 

497. 

Restitution,  by  Mir  Jafar,  xxiii,  25,  259, 
260,    295,  437,   438;    accounts    of,   26-7, 
87-8,     158,    277-8,     418;     criticised    by 
Court,  97-8,   132-3,   147,   148;   notes  on, 
485,  489,  495,   497. 
—Committee,  463-4,  468-9. 
Retson  (Ritson),  Edward,  writer,  110;  dies, 

452, 

Revell,  Henry,  Member  of  China  Council, 
105,  201  ;  Resident  at  Canton,  106,  201-2. 
Revell,  Henry,  Jr,  writer,  110. 
Revenge   (ship),   267-8. 
Revenues,    commission   to    Vansittart   on, 
6,     240,     252-3,     495  ;     from     Burdwan, 
Chittagong,  Midnapore  and  24-Parganas, 
21,  80,   121-6,  220-1,  237,  273,  320,  355, 
452,  472-3,  494  ;   commission   to   Gover- 
nor of  Bengal  on,  49,  159,  462,  471,  507  ; 
frauds  in  administration,   147,  148,  150, 
184-6,   212,   223-4,   228,   384,   393;    pay- 
ment of  navy  donation  from,  217  ;  satis- 
factory condition,  380-1 ;  to  be  personally 
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supervised   by   Clive,  393-4 ;    of  Bengal 
and  Bihar,  436 ;  subject  dealt  with  by 
Select  Committee,  452  ;  see  also  Customs 
and  Excise  ;  Di-xani ;  Trade. 
Rice,  for  Madras,  235 ;  for  Fort  Marlbro', 

270,  302, 

Rice,  Capt.  David,  of  the  Button,  60. 
Richardson,    Capt.    George,   of   the   Pigot, 

103,  170-1,  249,  254,  430. 
Richardson,   Capt.   William,   of   the  Sole- 
bay,  40. 
Riddell,    Capt.    Thomas,    of   the   Admiral 

Pocock,  198. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  441. 
Ritson,  see  Retson. 

River,  River  of  Bengal,  see  Hooghly  River. 
Roach,  see  Roch. 

Roberts,  John,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  44, 

45,  56,  59,  70,  93,  100,  101,  116,  132*,  138, 

139,   164,   167,   168,   181,   192,   195,   219, 

227,  229,  231. 

Robertson,  Francis,  Paymaster  of  Midna- 

pore  Detachment,  rewarded,  416-7. 
Robertson,  Lt  Francis,  attempts  to  escape 

deportation,  454 ;   note  on,  507. 
Robertson,   George,   writer,   68. 
Robertson,  James,  cadet,  306. 
Robinson,  John,  free  merchant,  5,  265. 
Roch  (Roach),  Capt.  Edward,  of  the  Fort 
William,  l'l,  39,  156-7,  319-20,  323;  re- 
called,  181. 
Roddam,  Capt.  Collingwood,  of  the  Godol- 

phin,  35,  60. 
Roffe,  Christopher,  factor  at  Fort  Marlbro', 

82,  412. 

Rogers,  George,  writer,  201. 
Rogers,  John,  Chief  Mate  of  the  Caernar- 

ro?i,  dismissed,   114. 

Rohillas,    the,    Shujaud-Daulah    seeks    re- 
fuge   with,    xxii ;    at   Chapra    congress, 
436  ;  see  also  Najibud-Daulah. 
Rohtasgarh      (Rotas),      Shahabad      Dist., 

Bihar,  captured,  262. 
Rooke,  Giles,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  8,  9, 

35,  37,  44,  45,  70,  93. 
Rosewell,  John,  writer,  68. 
Ross,   Capt.   Andrew,   of   the   Ankerayke, 

60. 

Ross,  Capt.  John,  of  infantry,  41. 

Rous,  Thomas,  Director  of  E.  L  Coy,  100, 
101,  116,  132,  138,  139,  164,  167,  195, 
^19  227,  229,  231  ;  Member  of  Secret 
Committee,  38,  94,  102,  140,  169,  197; 
Chairman,  44,  45,  56,  59,  70,  93;  Dy 
Chairman,  168,  181,  192. 

Rous,  Capt.  Thomas  Bates,  of  the  Bri- 
tannia, 103,  114. 

Rous,  William,  Member  of  China  Council, 
61,  105,  201;  Resident  at  Canton,  62, 
106,  202. 

Rowana,  Rowanna,  see  Ra^ana. 

Rowe,  Lt  — ,  resigns,  37. 

Roy  Dolub,  Roy  Dullub,  Roy  Dulub,  Roy- 
doolub,  see  Durlabhram  Mahindra. 

Royal  Captain  (ship),  60,  62,  63,  70,  ?D, 
84,  85,  197,  347,  348. 

—Capt.,  see  Tanner,  Capt.  Nathaniel. 

Royal  Charlotte  (ship),  60,  61,  625  93,  94, 

403. 
—Capt.,  see  Clements,  Capt.  John, 


47,  55, 

— Capt.,  see  Skottowe,  Capt,  Nichrla«. 
Rumbr*ld,    Thomas,    c&jnir.endEc^    xxxi.i, 

563  ;    Member   of  Beard,   455 ;   Madra? 

civilians    resent    his   apromirneiit,   475 ; 

4     4 

note  on,  507. 
Rupee — 
—Bombay,  rate  of  exchange  vrirh.  pour.ri 

sterling.  216. 
— Current,   rate   of  exchange  with  pound 

sterling    17*    179    "*!"    ^f^    ^+*     ^"* 

£1  4A*A  X-tiii^^        I    0    _•>  ij         1   aS   .-/^        M  i  «».i  q<        «  A    -/ij        •*«*[  A   «        «•(    »  Mwe 

— Das-^lasa  (rupee  wdeliliig  about  170 
grains),  441. 

— Saivxat  (rupee  which  has  been  current 
more  than  one  year),  414;  profit  from 
recolning  of,  127  ;  battj  on,  449. 

— Sikka  (silver  currency  of  king^  of  Delhi 
adopted  by  other  Indian  princes,  and 
eventually  by  E.  I.  Coy*,  fixing  value 
of,  126-7",  210,  367 ;  rate  of  discount, 
277,  279 ;  and  passim. 

Russell,  Claud,  transferred  from  Madras 
to  Bengal  as  Member  of  Board,  173,  174, 

430,  464,  479 ;   Olive's  recommendation, 

356  ;  arrival  expected,  394  ;  commended 
as  Secy  to  Board,  414 :  resigns,  453. 

Russians",  the,  249 ;  note  on,  495, 

Rutlege,  — ,  surgeon,  453-4. 


13, 


S  ICE,    Isaac,    Resident    at    Benares, 

414. 

Saidabad,  Murshidabad  Dist.,  Bengal,  res- 
toration of  French  factory  at,  316,  349. 
Saifud-Daulah,  succeeds  as  Nawab  of 
Bengal,  xxxv,  430,  433 ;  treaty  with* 
449,  506 ;  to  share  expenses  of  Coy's 
army,  461. 

St   Helena,   ships   for,   60,   61,    103,    197; 
slaves  for,  71  ;  provisions  for,  104,  109- 
10,  240,  250,  283,  307,  31  S,  443  ;  scarcity 
at,  141  ;  recruits  for,  213. 
Si  lago,  see  Santiago. 
Salami  (complimentary  present),  150,  320. 
Salisbury  (ship),  60,  61,  70,  71,  196. 
Salt,    trade    by    Coy's    servants    and    its 
regulation,  xviii,  xix,  sxix,  xxxi,  7,  54, 
977  98,  101,  136,  137,  146,  I4S,  189t  331, 
340,  356,  383,  394-6,  438t  469,  502,  505 ; 
dutv  on,  xxiii,  493,  496 ;  revenue  from, 
22,  "80,  273t  433. 

Salted  Provisions,  for  St  Helena,  104,  443. 

Saltpetre,  67,  313,  365,  366 ;  Dutch  trade, 

17,    78,    272,    369;    refining,    76;    for 

Bombav  and  Madias,  66,  95,  255,  270, 

->81,  301,  328,   348,  349,  422;  quantity 

sent  to  England,  110,  209.  409;  for  the 

French,    350,    410;    distribution;   446-7, 

44S;  Coy's  monopoly,  438. 

Samru,  see  Reinhardt,  Walter- 

Samson,  Capt.  Brook,  of  the 

33,  60. 
Sanad  (deed  of  grant  by  Govt  ot 

privilege  or   right),   169,   245,  293,  3!  2, 
314,  327,  344,  353,  43H9  463. 
Sandys,  Capt.  Joto,  of  the  \erfolk,  m. 
Santiago    (St    lago),    island,    Cape   \«rde 
Islands,  424,  441, 
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Santipur,  Xadia  Dist.,  Bengal,  cloth  from, 

446. 

Saran   (Sarang),  Bihar,  282. 
Sarhang  (skipper  of  an  Indian  ship),  443. 
Sarraf  (money-changer,  banker),  210. 
Satins,  for  Basra,  63. 
Saunders,  Capt.  David,  of  the  Grosrenor, 

60. 

Saunders,  Thomas,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy, 

100,  10!,   116,    132,    138,    139,    164,    167, 
168,  18!,  192,  195,  219,  227,  229,  231. 

Savage,  Henry,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  44, 
45,  56.  59/70,  100,  101,  116,  132,"  138, 
139,  164,  167,  168,  181,  192,  195,  219, 
227,  229  ;  Member  of  Secret  Committee, 
38,  94,  102,  140,  169,  197. 

Savage,  John,  writer,  68  ;  dies,  453. 

Scarlln,  Capt.  Roger,  of  infantry,  41. 

Scindy,  see  Sind. 

Scotland,   Capt.    James,   resigns,    371,   417. 

Scott,  Capt.  Alexander,  Master  Attendant, 
15  ;  dies,  358. 

Scott,   Lt   David,   promoted,   305. 

Scott,  George,  Councillor  at  Fort  Marlbro', 
151. 

Scrafton,  Luke,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  100, 

101,  116,   132,   138,   139,   164,   167,   168, 
181,  192,  195,  219,  227,  229. 

Sea  Horse  (ship),  15. 

Seagrave,  Lt  John,  of  H.M's  79th  Regi- 
ment, 316  :  promoted,  321. 

Sealy,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Northington, 
198. 

Searle,  John,  Member  of  China  Council, 
61,  62. 

Seats,  see  Jagat  Seths. 

Secretary,  see  Fort  William  Board, 
Secretary. 

Select  Committee,  see  Fort  William 
Board,  Select  Committee. 

Senior,  Ascanius  William,  Member  of 
Board,  5,  48,  57  ;  extortion  of  presents 
from  Najmud-Daulah,  352 ;  Chief  of 
Cossimbazar,  367  ;  incompetence,  391  ; 
resigns,  362,  371,  380;  dismissed,  173; 
returns  to  England,  398. 

Sepoys,  proportion  with  European  infantry 
to  be  maintained,  326,  474. 

Serampore  (Fredericknagore),  Hooghly 
Dist.,  Bengal,  450. 

Servants,  E.  I.  Coy's,  participation  in 
inland  trade  and  its  regulation,  xviii- 
xix,  xxviii-xxxii,  3-4,  7-8,  32,  54-5,  77, 
97,  101,  135-7,  143,  146-7,  148,  188-90, 
194,  264-5,  340-1,  356,  394-7,  431,  438, 
483,  492-3,  496 ;  to  execute  covenants 
banning  acceptance  of  presents,  xxxii- 
iii,  53-4,  56,  82,  147,  186,  187,  331,  352, 
41 1,  458,  487 ;  resent  appointment  of 
civilians  from  Madras,  xxxiii,  211,  225, 
388-9,  398 ;  banned  from  privately 
sending  abroad  copies  of  Coy's  records, 
53,  161;  remissness  in  duty,  53,  304; 
Court  criticise  corruption  and  indisci- 
pline, 98-9,  101,  134-5,  162-3,  177-8,  184, 
187,  190-1,  193,  209,  224-6,  228;  servants 
above  rank  of  writers  to  attend  kotha 
by  rotation,  1 1 9  ;  to  send  letters  through 
proper  channel,  120  ;  question  of 
reinstated  servants,  127,  274 ;  confiden- 


tial reports  to  be  sent  to  Court,  132  ; 
management  of  aurangs,  144,  323,  396-7', 
446,  460,  470  ;  allowances,  155-6,  439  ; 
not  to  hold  two  gratuity  posts 
simultaneously,  156,  460  ;  free  merchants 
not  to  be  entertained  as,  166;  restric- 
tions on  remittances  to  Europe,  180 
214-6,  363,  381  ;  not  to  hold  lands, 
1 86 ;  Clive's  criticism  of  Bengal 
civilians,  330-3,  336-7,  339-40,  343-4, 
362-3,  391-3,  394,  396,  398-9,  400-2; 
need  for  enlarging  establishment,  372  ; 
restrictions  re.  conduct  towards  Indians, 
382  ;  subscription  for  'batta  mutiny'  by, 
414,  428,  432,  434,  458  ;  to  refund  com- 
missions and  allowances,  471-2  ;  see  aha 
Army  :  Chaplains  ;  Fort  William  Board  ; 
Surgeons  ;  Writers. 

Shah  Alam,  joins  Mir  Qasim  against  Coy, 
xx,  xxi,  67,  77,  245-6,  252  ;  overtures  for 
peace,  xxi,  xxiii,  261-2,  263  ;  grant  of 
Kora  and  Allahabad  to,  xxii,  xxiv,  474  ; 
cession  of  Ghazipur,  Benares  etc.  and 
payment  of  war  expenses  to  Coy,  xxiii, 
291-2,  293,  294,  324-5,  413,  463,  490,  492, 
498  ;  grants  Diwani  to  Coy,  xxiv,  xxxv, 
183,  353,  433  ;  Coy's  tribute  to,  xxiv, 
337,  477-8 ;.  Court  criticise  settlement 
with,  133-4,  137,  145,  147;  present  to 
Carnac  from,  194,  332,  361,  493  ;  project 
of  recovering  Delhi  and  Coy's  •  opposi- 
tion, 227,  390,  437,  474,  507  ;  to  pay 
army  expenses  to  Coy,  295,  314,  461 '; 
and  passim. 

Shakespeare,    John,    writer,    211. 

Shalloons,  for  Basra,  63. 

Sherburn,  Joseph,  writer,  211. 

Sheriff  of  Calcutta,  see  Majendie,  William. 

Sherlock,  Maj.  Richard,  Commander  of 
H.M's  84th  Regiment,  238,  249,  254. 

Shewen,  William,  junior  merchant,  dies, 
453. 

Shipping,  movements  of  ships,  10,  59-62, 
71-3,  94-5,  102-6,  109,  117,  138-9,  140-2, 
163-4,  164-5,  168-70,  196-203,  217,  229, 
235-6,  240,  248-9,  254-5,  267-9,  281,  300-2, 
307,  318-20,  346-9,  357-8,  359-60,  364-7, 
403-4,  422-3,  425-6,  440,  464,  478-9; 
agreements  with  owners,  11-3  ;  captains 
not  to  arrest  unlicensed  persons  in  East 
Indies,  13;  deficiencies  in  cargo,  13-4; 
measures  for  protection  of,  14,  43  ; 
losses  due  to  detention,  38 ;  condi- 
tions for  disposal,  39 ;  hired  for 
purchase  of  ^laves,  40  ;  ship-building, 
73-4,  118,  404,  441-2;  marine  stores,  74, 
118,  159  ;  accounts,  79,  156-7,  160,  218-9  ; 
timber  for,  202,  415-6  ;  restrictions  on 
remittances  by  captains,  214  ;  wages  of 
crew,  404,  405,  443 ;  malpractices  of 
captains  re.  sale  of  imported  necessaries, 
407  ;  passenger  fares  to  England,  407-8  ; 
malpractices  of  owners  of  transport 
ships,  424  ;  buoys  in  the  Hooghly,  442-3  ; 
proposed  construction  of  wharf  at 
Mayapur  Reach,  443 ;  see  also  Docks  ; 
Hooghly  River ;  Master  Attendant : 
Pilots;  "Trade. 

Shitab  Rai  (Chitabroy,  Chittabroy, 
Shitabroy),  Naib  Diwan  of  Bihar,  220? 
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221  ;   negotiations  with  Shujaud-Daulah 

through,  262;   note  on,  493. 

Shoes,  for  army,  118-9,  206,  269,  444,  474. 

Shrimpton,  Lt  John,  of  infantrv.  41. 

Shroff,  see  Sarraf. 

Shujaud-Daulah,  Nawab  Vazir  of  Oudh, 
Invasion  of  Bengal  In  alliance  with  Mir 
Qasim,  xx,  67,  775  245,  252,  253;  war 
operations  and  terms  of  peace,  xx-xxii, 
95,  256-7,  258,  260-4,  292,  294,  313-4,  317, 
324-5,  496;  treaty  of  Allahabad,  xxlt, 
183,  333-4,  353,  414,  433,  477,  492,  50!  ; 
Coy's  agreement  with  Shah  Alam  re. 
territories  of,  xxlii,  133-4,  137,  144-\ 
291-2,  293,  324-5,  490,  492:  friendly 
relations  with  Coy,  227,  390 ;  sects 
refuge  with  Najibud-Daulah,  325,  500  ; 
at  Chapra  congress,  436-7,  506 ;  dis- 
charges obligations  towards  Coy,  437, 
449  ;  to  be  aided  against  the  Marathas, 
474-5  ;  and  passim. 

Sicca,  see  Rupee,  Sikka. 

Silk,  83,  373;  from  Cossimbazar,   16,  321, 

408,  409  :  demand  for,  88  ;  for  Bengal, 

106-7. 

Silver,  for  China,  65;  refining  of,  126. 
Sind    (Sclndy),    goods    for,    63,    107,    204  ; 

saltpetre  from,  110. 
SInghiya    (Singhia),    Bihar,    restoration    of 

French  factory  at.  350,  448. 
Sirajud-Daulah,  Nawab  of  Bengal,  renews 

Coy's  privilege  of  duty-free  trade,  xxlx. 
Sircar    (subdivision    of    a    province    com- 
prising several  parganas ;  district),  282. 
Skinner,  Ensign  Alexander,  to  be  deported, 

454. 

Skottowe,    Capt.    Nicholas,    of   the    Royal 

George,   38,   60,   72,  479. 
Slaves,  from  Africa  for  Fort  Marlbro',  11, 

39,  40,   60,   71,  357,  404;   trade  in,  92, 

483. 

Smith,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Hampshire,  103. 

Smith,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  of  the  Lord 
Camden,  103,  140. 

Smith,  Richard,  Director  of  E.  I.  CovT  70. 

Smith,  Col.  Richard,  of  2nd  Battalion  at 
Allahabad,  xxxill,  50,  51,  350,  390,  427, 
435,  437,  461  ;  to  be  Member  of  Board, 
174,  176  ;  to  be  recalled,  227  ;  representa- 
tion bv,  351-2,  503;  note  on,  487. 

Smith,  Thomas,  Member  of  China  Coun- 
cil, 61,  105,  201  ;  Resident  at  Canton,  62, 
106. 

Smith,   Capt.  Thomas  Frederick,  305. 

Smith,  William,  gunpowder  expert,  75. 

Smith,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Houghtom, 
198. 

Snell,  William,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  8, 

9,  35,  37,  45,  59,  70,  93. 
Society    of    Trade,    regulation    of    inland 

trade  by,  xxxi-ii,  383,  469-70,  502,  503-4, 

505  ;  see  also  Trade. 
Solebay  (ship),  40,  45,  202,  357,  372. 
Sombre,   see  Reinhardt,  Walter. 
Son   (Soane)  River,  257,  262. 
Sonant,     Sonnaut     Rupee,      see     Rupee, 

Sanieat. 

Sooty,  Mir  Qasim  defeated  at,  xix, 
Soubadary,  see  SubahdarL 


7z,  Le.  S:ibak.  *ee  Jafar  AH  Khar;  : 

Qa^ini  Ali  Khan. 

Snuja  Dowla,  Soujah  D-.r,vlah,  w*  Slr.^.nui- 

Daulah. 
Spain.  30,  450. 

Speaker  fshipj,  59,  MJ,  1^7.  1^4,  24' j.  44">. 
— Capt.,  see  Dewar,  Capt.  Jame-. 
Specie,  see  Bullion. 
Speedwell   \ ships,    14. 
S/»«?fo  fship),  7!,  S4,  91.  93,  24?,  560,  3-5". 

403,  479, '4S7. 
Spencer,  John,  Second  in  Council,  5,  6,  2-r», 

260,    261 1   266,    2S3 ;    Member   of   Select 

Committee,   8  ;   arrives   In   Be- n  gal,   256  : 

Governor  of  Bengal,  xxiH,  253,  "29«\  293, 

297,   313,  317,  323,  329,  496;  extortion 
of  presents  from   Na*mud-Daulah.   352, 

49S-9  ;  to  return  to  Bombay,  44,  43,  5*),, 

347,      498 :      administration      criticised. 

147-8;   dismissed,    173;    propertv   tu   be 

confiscated,    19!  ;    payment   of   dues   to, 

369;  note  on,  491. 
Staaden,  D.  Van,  claims  of,  27,  2SO. 
Stables,  Capt.  John,  resigns,  371. 
Stainforth,   Capt.    John,  "85 ;    to   be    tried 

for   designs   on   Give's    life,    429,    454 ; 

note  on,  506. 

Stavely,  Samuel,   chaplain,   23. 
Steel,    for    Coy's    settlements:,  62-4,   106-7, 

203-4;  illicit  trade  In,   IS!,  2M. 
Steers,  William,  factor,  dies,  275. 
Stephenson,  John,  Director  of  E.  1  Coy, 

100,   101,    116,    132,    138,   139,   164,    167, 

168,  181,  192,  195. 
Steward,   Capt.   Gabriel,   of  the   Neptune, 

103. 
Stewart,      Hugh,      Councillor      at      Fort 

Marlbro',    151. 
Stibbert,   Maj.   Giles,   275 ;   representation 

by,    305;    captures    Chunargarh,    314; 

confirmed*  351. 
Stoddard,  Francis,  writer,  110. 
Stone,  Lt-Fireworker  John,  of  artillery,  41. 
Sturges,  Lt  Thomas,   44,   50. 
Sub-Accountant,  52,  367 ;  junior  servants 

encouraged  to  qualify  as,  82  ;   plea  for 

suitable    emoluments,     414 ;     see    also 

Barwelt,  RIcIiard;  Witts,  Richard. 
Subah     (short     form     of     subahdar,     I.e. 

viceroy),   see   Jafar   Ali   Khan ;   Qasim 

AH  Khan. 
Subahdari,  Subaship   (office   of   siibtihdar, 

I.e.  governor  or  viceroy),  43,  46,  54,  55, 

56,  57,  162,  173,  191,  245,  449. 
Success  (ship),  33,  39_t  40,  42,  44,  45,  267, 

486;  agreement  with  owner.   11-3,   71; 

illicit  trade  aboard,    143-4 ;   discharged, 

268,  301. 

— Capt.T  see  Gardiner,  Capt.  Henry. 
Suja    Dowlah,     Suja    O    Dowia.    Sujah- 

Doula,    Sujah    Dowlah,     see    Shujaud- 

Daulah. 

Sultuan  (ship),  33. 
Sulivan,  Laurence,  Director  of  E,  I-  Coy, 

44 ;   differences   with   Clivc,   xxrii ;   Dy 

Chairman,    8,    9»    35,    37;    Member    of 

Secret  Committee,  33. 
Sulu  Island  (Xolo),  Philippines,  trade  wish, 

149;  note  on,  491. 
Sumatra,  see  Fort  Marlbro*. 
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Sunnier,  William-.  Brightwell,  Second  in 
Council,  43/48,  57,  58,  174,  373,  397, 
430  ;  arrangement  for  voyage,  52 :  takes 
charge,*  -347  ;  Member  of  Select  Com- 
mittee, §5,  '176  ;  on  revenues  of  24-Par- 
ganas,'  "223  ;  differences  with  Clive,  225, 
390-1,  398 ;  Spencer's  protest  against 
supersession  by,  29S-9 ;  on  Middleton 
as  Resident  at  Murshidabad,  354 ;  on 
enlargement  of  F.W.  Board,  355  ; 
member  of  committee  of  inland  trade, 
356 ;  resigns  and  returns  to  England, 
463,  476;  note  on,  498. 

Suniro,  see  Reinhardt,  Walter, 

Sunnaut,  see  Rupee,  Sanwat. 

Sunnuds,  see  Sanad. 

Superintendent  of  Bricks,  abolition  of 
office  of,  121,  451. 

Surat,   Gujarat,   revenues   of,   327. 

Surgeons,  40,  68-9,  82-3,  99,  111,  213,  413, 
453-4 ;  promotions,  23,  34 ;  strength 
reduced,  156  ;  allowances,  276,  460,  461  ; 
contract  re.  hospital  charges,  414. 

Surveyor  of  Public  Roads  (Superintendent 
of  Roads),  abolition  of  office  of,  121,  451. 

Surveys,  of 'the  Hooghly,  73,  92,  405,  442, 
488  ;  Court  to  be  furnished  with  copies, 
79,  149-50;  of  Chittagong,  124-5. 

Susanna  Margaritta  (snow),  capture  and 
accounts,  33,  78-9. 

Swinton,  Capt.  Archibald,  commended, 
238;  resigns,  371  ;  note  on,  494-5. 

Sydabad,  see  Saidabad. 

Syf  ul  Dowlah,  Syfal  Dowlah,  Syf-o-Dow- 
lah,  see  Saifud-Daulah. 

Sykes,  Francis,  Member  of  Board,  5,  6, 
"48,  57,  174,  373,  420,  421  ;  departure  for 
Bengal,  43,  52 ;  takes  charge,  347 ; 
revenue  administration,  xxv,  217,  220, 
363,  473  ;  Member  of  Select  Committee, 
55,  176,  390,  391  ;  Resident  at  Murshida- 
bad, 221,  339,  354,  361,  382,  503; 
Chief  of  Cossimbazar,  371,  380-1  ; 
dive's  praise  for,  398  ;  note  on,  502. 

Symng,  see  Sarhang. 

Syren  (ship),  404. 

TAFFETA  (taffatie),  investment  in,  16. 

Talbot  (ship),  196,  347,  348. 

Tamar  (frigate),  58. 

Tankhizah  (assignment  upon  revenue),  414. 

Tanner,  Capt.   Nathaniel,    of    the    Royal 

Captain,  60. 
Teeps  see  Tip. 
Teneriffe  Island  (Theneriffe  Island), 

Canary    Islands,    181  ;    ships    for,    103  ; 

wine  from,  203,  205. 
Thackeray,    William    Makepeace,    writer, 

110. 
Thames   (ship),   60,   62,   7!,   91,    196,   347, 

404. 

— Capt.,  see  Haggis,  Capt.  Charles. 
Thomas   (Thorns),  Lt  James,  of  infantry, 

41  ;  question  of  rank,  129-30,  282. 
Thomas,     Thomas,     Member     of     China 

Council,  61,  62,  201. 
Thomson,  Lt  Charles,  of  infantry,  41. 
Thomson,  Capt.  George,  of  the  'Calcutta, 

198. 


Thornton,  William,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy, 

-n  •"  n  *~  >™,A  * 

jo,    jy,    /O. 

Thorseby,  Richard,  Chief  Mate  of  the 
Falmouthy  dies,  423. 

Thresher  (ship),  sold,  441. 

Tilak  Chand  Rai  (Tilluckchund),  Raja  of 
Burclwan,  489;  revenue  accounts,  121-2, 
123,  150,  459;  allowances  to  Coy's  ser- 
vants, 472, 

Tilbury   (ship),   59,  60,  61,  63,  69,  70,   71, 

84,  85,  88,  197,  347,  348. 
— Capt.,  see  Mainwaring,  Capt.  Roger. 
Timber,   trade   by   Coy's    servants,    xviii ; 

from  Batavia,  l'44,  235  ;  from  Pegu,  440  ; 

see  also  Pine  Timber. 

Tin,  for  Coy's  settlements,  62,  64,  107, 
204  ;  sale,  322,  444. 

Tinker,  Commodore  J.  B.,  178,  268,  270, 
306,  307,  356,  357 ;  assists  in  quelling 
mutiny,  67,  247 ;  participates  in  pro- 
ceedings of  F.W.  Board,  129  ;  donation 
to  the  squadron  of,  216,  469  ;  com- 
mended, 236-7 ;  to  return  to  England, 
265. 

Tip  (promissory  note),  162,  370. 

Tipping,  George,  payment  of  dues  of,  25. 

Tobacco,  trade  by  Coy's  servants  and  its 
regulation,  xviii,  xxix,  7,  54,  97,  98,  101, 
136,  137,  146,  148,  189,  331,  340,  383, 
395,  438,  469,  502. 

Toone,  Ensign  Swiny,  85. 

To  pass  (soldier  or  artilleryman  of  Indo- 
Portuguese  origin),  372. 

Torin,  Benjamin,  Member  of  China  Coun- 
cil, 105,  201  ;  Resident  at  Canton,  106, 
201-2. 

Torriane,  Hillary,  Member  of  China  Coun- 
cil, 105. 

Tottingham,  Capt.  John,  of  infantry,  41. 

Touron,  Cochin  China,  366. 

Tower  of  London,  126,  450 ;  note  on, 
489-90. 

Trade,  import-export  trade  through  foreign 
ships,  28  ;  private  persons  not  to  trade 
in  Coy's  new  acquisitions,  55 ;  in 
Eastern  Seas,  149  ;  fixation  of  prices  of 
imported  necessaries,  407,  444-5 ;  see 
also  Customs  and  Excise ;  Dutch ;  Free 
Merchants  ;  French. 

— E.  I.  Coy's,  monopoly  in  Sumatra  and 
Bihar,  29-30,  488 ;  goods  for  various 
settlements,  62-4,  74-6,  106-9,  118-9, 
203-7,  269-70;  see  also  Cloth;  Copper; 
Customs  and  Excise  ;  Investment ;  Iron  ; 
Lead  ;  Opium  ;  Pepper ;  Saltpetre  ;  Ship- 
ping ;  Silk  ;  Steel ;  Tin  ;  Woollen  Goods. 

— Illicit,  regulation  of,  xvii-xix,  xxxi-ii, 
7-8,  54-5,  259,  260,  264-5,  340-1,  356,  361, 
394-7,  431,  438,  462,  469,  470-1,  492-3, 
496,  500  ;  Coy's  servants  criticised  for, 
xxiii,  xxviii-xxx,  3,  4,  32,  77,  97,  98,  101, 
135-7,  146-7,  148,  188-9,  193-4,  331, 
483  ;  by  free  merchants,  5,  143  ;  by  com- 
manders of  ships,  69-70,  104-5,  113-5, 
139-40,  142-4,  160,  170-1,  180-1,  200-1, 
268-9,  407,  424,  425,  441,  479;  in  dia- 
monds, 130-1  ;  in  arms  and  ammunition, 
1 88,  474  ;  see  also  Betel-nut ;  Dastak  ; 
Salt ;  Society  of  Trade ;  Tobacco, 
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Treasure,  for  Coy's  settlements,  45,  64,  65, 
107;  for  China,  91,  117,  179-80;  drain 
from  Bengal,  221-2  ;  see  also  Bullion. 

Treasury,  statements  re,,  363-4,  397,  420, 
464.  ' 

Treaty  of  Paris  (Definitive  Treaty  cf 
Peace),  implementation  of,  36-7,  38. 

Trichinopoly,  Madras,  382. 

Triton  (ship),  198,  201,  203,  204. 

True  Briton  (ship),  60,  72,  84,  93,  197,  404. 

— Capt.,  see  Crichton,  Capt.  Thomas. 

Tryon,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Deptford. 
103. 

Tullie,  Lt  Isaac,  42,  130. 

Tullie,  Timothy,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy,  8, 

9<~i  ™        />  ^  "" 

,  co,  j/. 

Tunca&j  see  Tankh^ah. 

Twenty-four  Parganas  (Calcutta  lands, 
Calcutta  Pergunnahs),  revenue  adminis- 
tration, 21,  22,  SO,  124,  125-6,  185-6,  223, 
383-4,  452,  494 ;  accounts,  87  ;  survey, 
149-50  ;  see  also  Zamindar, 

UDHUA  Nullah  (Udanala),  Santal  Parga- 
nas Dist.,  Bengal,  Mir  Qasim  defeated 
at,  xix,  486. 

Upton,  Capt.  John,  of  infantry,  41. 

Usoff  Cawn,  see  Yusuf  Khan. 

VALENTINE  (ship),  102,  243. 

Van  Staden,  Van  Staaden,  see  Staaden,  D. 

Van. 

Vanriell,  Lt  C.,  282. 

Vansittart  (ship),  10,  20,  27,  30,  35,  102, 
198,  201,  254,  267,  300,  318;  illicit  trade 
aboard,  113-4, 

Vansittart,  George,  Persian  Translator. 
344 ;  commissary  for  restoring  French 
possessions,  349. 

Vansittart,  Henry,  Governor  of  Bengal,  5, 
42,  244,  246,  248,  250,  251,  260,  261,  496  ; 
agreement  with  Mir  Qasim   re.   Inland 
trade,   xviii-ix,   8,  483,   492-3,   500;   ac- 
cepts present  from  Mir   Qasim,  xxxii ; 
commission   on  revenues,  6,  240,  252-3, 
303,  495 ;   given   special   powers,  93   32, 
497  ;   differences  with  Carnac,   152,  317, 
500;     resignation     and     departure     for 
England,  253,  266,  283,  290,  496. 
— Attorney  of,  see  Plowman,  Henry. 
Vazeille,  Ensign  John  Anthony,  85. 
Velvets,  for  Coy's  settlements,  106. 
Venereal     Disease,     preventive     measures 

against,  460-1. 

Verelst,  Harry,  on  Bengal  revenues,  xxvi ; 
on  misconduct  of  Coy's  servants,  xxviii ; 
Member  of  Board,  5,  48,  57,  174,  420, 
421,  430,  464,  479;  Member  of  Select 
Committee,  8,  55,  176,  390,  391,  439, 
476;  Chief  of  CMttagong,  124,  441  ; 
Supervisor  of  Revenues  of  Burdwan  and 
Midnapore,  185,  186,  354,  355,  373,  384, 
386,  472-3,  505;  commended,  223,  224, 
344,  363,  398,  478;  member  of  conx- 
mitte  of  inland  trade,  356;  efforts  re. 
Radhanagar  silk,  408;  commission  on 
Diwani  revenues,  507  ;  note  on,  503. 
Vertue,  Lt  William,  cashiered,  429. 


341,  M.  _: 


Yidonia  Wine,  £(|  r  C  :'  "-  ^nLa^ 
103-9. 

\"*"  f\  ("CM-;  t 
iliVCIi  «,, 

99-!  ^0.  id  I95-A 
Vincent,   Lt   Fredrick,   H-M's    73  rb 
ment,  32  1. 


;$:p',  capture \,  ,-4. 
Walton,  John,  Member  uf  China 


Walton,    William,    gunpowder    and    sa;r- 

petre  expert,  42,  75,  76,  SI,  4-J7.   415. 
\Yannis,  Khwaja,  459. 

Waple,  Capt.  E..  410. 

Ward,   Lt   Francis   Swain,   debarred   f-rc,: 

Coy's  service,   101. 
Warner,  Richard,  Dlrectrr  of  E.  I.  Coy.  S. 

9,  35,  37. 

Warren  (ship),  13,  24,  &7. 

Warren,  15  ;  note  on.  434. 

Watson,  Admiral  Charles,  memorial  to, 
451. 

Watson,  Lt  Henry,  promoted,  44,  50. 

Watts,  Hugh,  Member  of  Board.  5,  6,  43, 
57,  174,  250,  '25!,  252,  375,  420,  421,  430, 
464,  479  ;  suspended.  4  ;  reinstated,  47  ; 
Resident  at  Midnapore,  274.  334-5 ;_  in- 
competence, 391  ;  to  refund  commission. 
471-2;  dismissal  21 2,  224. 

Watts,  William,  459 ;  Resident  at  Murshi- 
dabad,  82 ;  Member  of  Select  Com- 
mittee, 418, 

Webb,   Capt   John,   of   the   London,  dis- 

TYI 1  ^S^Po.       I  "T 

Webber,  William,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy.  8, 

9,  35,  37,  44,  56,  59,   70,  95,   116,   132, 

138,  167. 

Wedderburn,  Charles,   371. 
Wedderburn,  Capt.  Henry,   to  be  Master 

Attendant,  15  ;  returns  to  England,  3%l  ; 

note  on,  484. 

West  Coast,  see  Fort  Marlbro". 
West  Indies,  British  plantation?  in,  91 
Weymoulh  |H.  M.  ship),  102. 
Wheler,  Edward,   Director   of  E.   I A 

100,   101,   116,    152,   138,    139,   16*'  ' 

168,  181,  192,  227,   229,  231  ; 

195,  219. 

Whichcott,  Capt.  George,  resigns,  321. 
White,  — ,  Chief  Mate  of    the    Qsteriey, 

99-100. 
White  (Wfayte),  Capt.  John,  resigns,  3/1, 

417. 
Whitehall,  John,  ship-builder,  442. 

Whittal,  Richard,  attorney,  358. 
Wilding,  Capt.  Benjamin,  to  be  deported, 

454. 

Wilkins,  Jeffrey,  writer,  68. 
Williams,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Hector,  19*. 
Williamson,  George,  Secy  to  Board,  27.  ^ 
Williamson,  Capt.  Richard,  of  the  Bntisei 

King,  198. 
Wiimers,   Capt.-Lt  Adolph,    of    artillery, 

305. 
Wilson,  Capt.  Alexander,  of  the  LapW'Mg, 

319 
Wilson,  Edward,  officer  of    the    Admiral 

Stevens,  359. 
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Winchelsea  (ship),  76,  240,  249,  442  ;  Irre- 
gularities re.,  88-91  ;  loss  of,  73,  92,  117, 
254. 

— Capt.,  see  Howe,  Capt.  Thomas. 

Wine,  see  Madeira  Wine ;  Vidonia  Wine. 

Witts,  Richard,  Sub- Accountant,  504,  305 ; 
commended,  419. 

Wollaston,  John,  Holwell's  attorney  in 
Bengal,  162. 

Wombwell,  George,  Director  of  E.  I.  Coy, 
168,  181,  192,  195,  219,  227,  229. 

Wood,  Francis,  Member  of  China  Council, 
105. 

Woodward,  Thomas,  Alderman,  419. 

Woollen  Goods,  64,  405-6,  444 ;  for 
Bombay,  104;  for  Bengal,  106,  269; 
illicit  trade  in,  113. 

Woolwich,  England,   15. 

Worcester  (ship),   10,   15,   102,   198,  204. 

Writers,  dastaks  for,  7  ;  appointment,  23, 
68,  110-1,  150,  452;  accommodation,  99, 
371-2,  382,  460 ;  discontinuance  of 
system  of  monthly  writers,  21 1  ;  arrival 
in  Bengal,  275,  412. 


Wroe,  Ensign  Benjamin,  35. 

Wyatt,   Richard,   Governor   of  Fort   Marl- 

bro',   151. 

Wyche,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Salisbury,  60. 
Wynne,   William,  writer,    150,   346,   452. 


XOLO,  see  Sulu  Island. 


YANAM,   Godavari   Dist.,   Madras,    to    be 

restored  to  the  French,  316. 
Yates,  J.  O.,  Alderman,  resigns,  419. 
York   (H.  M.  ship),  47,  61,   102,  196,  249, 

347,  348. 

Young,  William,  writer,  68. 
Yusuf   Khan    (Usoff  Cawn),    governor    of 

Madura,    operations    against,    290,    494, 

498. 


ZAMINDAR     (Zemindar),    of    24-Parganas, 
373  ;  see  also  Burdett,  John. 


